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SUMMARY: 
LD 804 proposed to establish a Maine Commission for Men to 
serve as an advocate for men and to assist in approving 
opportunities for men. The Commission would have been 
composed of 17 members who are Maine residents and have 
knowledge of issues facing men. The members would be 
required to represent low income, youth, and elderly 
groups. The Governor would annually selects a chairperson 
and vice-chairperson. 

The Commission for Men, modeled after the Maine Commission 
for Women would be primarily an advisory and advocacy 
organization. The Commission is empowered to conduct 
research; promote and coordinate programs designed to meet 
the needs of men; conduct public hearings, workshops, and 
conferences with respect to the problems of men; propose 
recommendations to the Governor and Legislature; and e_mplo_y 
staff and consu~tants. 

The purpose of LD 804, according to §7101 is to promote, 
carry out, and coordinate programs designed to improve 
opportunities for men in the State. 

Newspaper accounts of the bill and the hearing, however, 
indicate that the primary purpose of the bill is to provide 
a means by which males can be accorded more equitable 
~reatment ~ith respect to divorce proceedings and the award 
of custody of children. 

The bill did not receive committee approval for a number of 
reasons. In the first case, the bill was a too ambitious 
proposal to rectify inequitable treatment of males in 
divorce proceedings. Another reason is the recently 
enacted mediation legislation for divorce proceedings which 
is designated to provide more equitable and just 
settlements. Another reason is that existing law allows 
the review of divorce settlements when new circumstances 
develop. The courts have been liberal in their 
inti:!rpretation of 11 chang1:!d circurnstanc1::,s 11 t>.Jhich affords 
males greater opportunity to obtain more equitable 
treatment particularly with respect to child custody. 
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