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AN ACT RELATING TO BURIAL PREPARATIONS FOR 
INDIGENT PERSONS 

Sponsor: GAUVREAU, Nadeau GR, Hickey, Berube 
Committee Report: LVWD 

LVWD 

SUMMARY: This bill was carried over from the 1st session 
so that the sponsor, the Maine Municipal Association and 
the Funeral Directors' Association could recommend 
legislation satisfactory to all parties. 

This Act allows those responsible for the estate of the 
deceased to be reimbursed for his burial expenses if his 
eligibility cannot be determined beforehand and if he is 
determined to be eligible subsequent to his burial. 

This Act ties into the Municipal General Assistance 
statute. Under this statute municipalities are required to 
have a general assistance program. This program is to 
provide immediate aid to persons for whom the bare 
necessities are unable to be provided by themselves or 
their families. The municipality is empowered to establish 
standards of eligibility and need and must establish 
standards for determining eligibility and the amount of 
assistance. 

There are two somewhat conflicting sections regarding 
timing of relief. One section states that eligible 
applicants shall obtain relief or denial within 24 hours of 
application. The other states that an applicant in need of 
immediate assistance shall obtain it within 24 hours if the 
overseer determines that the applicant will probably be 
declared eligible. If a municipality incurs expenses for 
an eligible person it may recover these expenses from the 
person or from any person liable for that person's support. 

Third parties not associated with the indigent party may be 
reimbursed for providing for eligible persons provided that 
the expenses receive prior approval by the municipality. 

In the case of burial expenses of an eligible person, the 
overseer has 10 days to make a decision on the application 
for payment of burial expenses. In addition to parents and 
grandparents who are held responsible for a person's basic 
needs of all types, children and grandchildren are held 
responsible for burial expenses. 

The various interested parties were unable to reconcile 
their differences between sessions. 
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