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LD: 577 AN ACT TO AMEND THE PROBATE CODE TO IMPROVE CARPENTER
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SUMMARY :
Makes the following primary changes in the Probate Code:

1. Requires a person seeking to become a guardian of an
allegedly incapacitated person to file a plan with the court
which describes the arrangements the guardian would make for
the ward;

2. Requires the Probate Court to appoint a visitor,
guardian ad litem or attorney for an allegedly incapacitated
person who has no counsel if the petition does not indicate
that the allegedly incapacitated person will attend the
hearing and the court finds that appointment will serve a
useful purpose (the cost of the appointment shall be paid
from the allegedly incapacitated person's estate if
sufficient funds are available);

3. Requires a visitor, if appointed, to explain the
consequences of guardianship to the allegedly incapacitated
person;

4., Requires the Probate Court to appoint a guardian and
make orders only to the extent necessitated by the
incapacitated person's actual limitations;

5. Requires the guardian to report to the court, as
specified by the court at the time of the initial order, at
the time of a subsequent order, or as provided by court
rule, on the ward's and the estate's condition; and

6. Makes similar changes in the Probate Code provisions for
conservatorship.
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