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TITLE SPONSOR DISPOSITION

It establishes for the first time a purposes section to the Revised
Statutes, chapter 1071, subchapter VI, dealing with termination of
parental rights. The purpose of this section is to stress the movement
toward freeing children for adoption as soon as it is clear that the
children will not be able to return to their parents. The section
further indicates that the subchapter on termination of parental rights
should be liberally construed to serve and protect the best interests of
the children involved.

It provides for an expedited appeal for orders terminating parental
rights in order to shorten the approximately two year process for
appeals for children who have been freed for adoption through
termination proceedings.

It provides for application of the provisions of the Interstate
Compact on Placement of Children and admissability of Compact reports in
evidence.

It specifies parental responsibilities for rehabilitation and
reunification. The intent is to firmly establish that the parents of
any child placed in the custody of the Department of Human Services have
a responsibility for making good faith efforts to rehabilitate
themselves and reunify their family. It also clarifies the depariment's
responsibilities in working with the parents to assist them in
rehabilitation and reunification, as well as the conditions under which
the department may discontinue its efforts to rehabilitate and reunify
the parents.

It amends the standard for termination fo parental rights as
follows:

1. It brings best interest of the child forward as the first
consideration the court must make.
2. It further requires a finding that either:

(i) The parent is unwilling or unahle to protect the child from

jeopardy and these circumstances are unlikely to change within a

time which is reasonably calculated to meet the child's needs;

(ii) The parent has been unwilling or unable to take responsibility

for the child within a time which is reasonably calculated to meet

the child's needs;

(iii) The child has been abandoned; or

(iv) The parent has failed to make a good faith effort to

rehabilitate and reunify with the child.
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