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Questions were raised on the constitutional implications if 
voters in sane tcmns might vote more often than others for 
cannissioner, and an Attorney General's opinion was sought on this 
issue. Another bill draft, not printed, provided both for staggered 
terms, and for delayirg the implanentation of reapportio1111ent until 
1986, so that all canniss ioners would serve a 4-year term. 

The Attorney General's opinion concluded that delayirg full 
implanentation in order to preserve staggered terms would be 
constitutional both as to procedure and to the principle of 
population equality. 

The carmittee discussed the relative merits of a phase-in and 
the clarification of terms before the submission of filirg papers; 2 
members were opposed, because a carmissioner preferred a 6-year 
term. 
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SU\'1VIARY: This anergency bill authorized York County to spend up to 
$364,000, raised through bonds, plus $75,000 of the unexpended 1982 
surplus, for an addition to the jail. 
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SU\iMARY: The intent of the original bill was to provide the State the 
first option of purchasing Fort Gorges if the City of Portland 
decides to sell it. The bill established a procedure for 
negotiating the price and set a one year time limit for the sale. 
The Minority Report (H-481) amended the bill by shortenirg the time 
period to 6 months. 

This report was accepted, though a Senate ..Amendment (S-294) 
replaced the bill with the straightforward provision of givirg the 
State the right of first refusal to purchase the Fort. In addition, 
it stipulated that the City of Portland had to notify the State of 
any purchase offer within 48 hours of the offer and that the State 
had the right to purchase the Fort at the offered price. 
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