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AN ACT TO CLARIFY THE RIGHTS OF Hayden PL 1983, c. 324
PUTATIVE FATHERS IN ADCPTI(N PRO-
CEEDINGS

SUVMMARY: Concerns the ability of a putative father to establish parental
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rights in court so that he may then consent to the adoption of his
child or be granted care and custody of the child. This statute is
related to the statute concerning the termination of already
established parental rights in the context of an adoption. to
terminate parental rights a showing, among other things, that the
parent is not protecting the child fram jeopardy or has willfully
abandoned the child or has refused to take responsibility for the
child must be made. In order, then, to establish parental rights
where they have not existed, a putative father should show that none
of these elements is present. Thus, this change makes it clear that
to establish parental rights in the context of adoption a putative
father must show that he will protect the child from jeopardy and has
not willfully abandoned the child and has not refused to take
responsibility for the child.

AN ACT TO AMEND THE PROBATE (DE Handy PL 1983, c. 241

SUVMMARY: Permits a licensed psychologist to examine and report to the Court
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on a person for whan a petition seeking appointment of a guardian or
conservator because of mental incapacity or impairment has been
entered in Probate Court. Current law states that only a physician
may do this.

AN ACT TO REDEFINE THE INSANITY Secarpino ONTP
PLEA

SUMMARY: Sought to eliminate the possibility of a verdiet in a ecriminal

case of not guilty by reason of insanity. Instead, a verdict of
guilty but suffering fran a mental disease or defect would be
possible. The convicted person would be sentenced and camitted to
an institution for the mentally ill or retarded, and if released
prior to the end of his sentence, would be placed in a correctional
facility or on probation to camplete the sentence. Again, the
Cammittee found Maine's current law concerning the insanity defense
to be working well.
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