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The bill was snended in the Senate (S-67) and the language 
changed to prohibit distribution of cigarettes or tobacco to children 
under 18. The current criminal code makes distribution to children 
under 16 a Class D crime, with requirement of proof beyond a 
reasonable doubt; under this snendment, there is a lesser standard of 
proof and a lesser fine. 

AN ACI' 'IO REIN5TATE 'IHE Sen. Hichens 
AUillRITY OF 'IHE DIVISICN CF 
EYE CARE 10 CARRY our CERI'AIN 
ASPECI'S OF ITS PREVENTICN CF 
BLIIDNEBS PRTIRAM 

OIP-ID 
ID 1123 

Sl.MVIARY: The bill re-established the Medical Eye Care Progrsn in the 
Division of Eye Care; it had been removed fran that division of the 
Department of Htinan Services by action of the Audit and Progrsn 
Review Cannittee in 1981. Both educational and medical progrsns 
would have been in one place. 
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The Department agreed that the Medical Eye Care Progrsn could be 
run equally well in either the Bureau of Rehabilitation or the Bureau 
of Health. In addition, they suggested a change in the visual acuity 
standards for receipt of medical eye services. 

AN .ACT 'IO PROVIDE ITEVIIZED 
HCEPITAL BILLS 'IO MEDICARE 
BENEFICIARIES AID MIDICAID 
RECIPIENTS 

Sen. Najarian OIP-ND 
ID 1391 

SlMMRY: The bill forbade the Department of HtJnan Services fran mal<ing 
payments to hospitals which did not provide itemized bills to 
Medicare and Medicaid patients. A similar bill before the Business 
Legislation Cannittee (ID 239) required hospitals to provide itemized 
bills to all patients. 
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After considerable discussion of the degree of itemization, costs 
incurred in providing these bills, the length of time after being in 
the hospital that a patient could request the itemized bill, the 
possibility of including the costs of nursing services, and when the 
patient should be informed of his or her rights to receive an 
itemized bill, the Cannittee decided on a new draft. (ID 239 was 
withdrawn.) 

AN ACI' 'IO REVISE TIIE GENERAL 
ASS I STANCE LAWS 

Sen. Carpenter OIP-ID 
ID 1764 

SUVl\'WlY: The bill was the product of discussions snong the Maine Municipal 
Association, welfate directors, the Department of Hunan Services and 
other interested parties. It established new provisions, deleted old 
ones, and reorganized the statutes for greater clarity. Among the 
major provisions were new standards for denial of assistance after 
the first application, going beyond the previous sole criterion of 
need; allowing several towns to share a district office; lengthening 
the time before a hearing; requiring aq>loyers to release wage 
information; tightening ''workfare" requirements. 
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The Omni ttee established a subcanni ttee : work on ID 554 and 
other bills on General Assistance: IDs 841, ~2, 1135 and 1337. In 
addition to Omni ttee lllElllbers, the s;~bcanni ttee included 
representatives of M'M, welfare directors, Department of HllJlan 
Services, Pine Tree Legal Assistance and lov-incane groups. The 
subcanni ttee was able to produce a carpranise bill which becsne ID 
1764. 

AN .ACT <JN:ENIID a:NrINUIID 
IDtrATICN RR HIYSICIM5 

Rep. Bonney LV/l/lJ 
HSE-MXPT LV /'llJ 
SEN-MXPT LV /'llJ 

StMMRY: The bill would have required the Board of Registration in Medicine 
to allov a physician sin:ply to state that he had carpleted continuing 
medical education courses which are nov required, rather than 
providing "satisfactory evidence" of their carpletion. 

603 AN .ACT 10 ~ RE 'llIE Rep. I ngr ahsn 
IN,PECI'ICN CF HC.6PITAL 
IHARM.ACIES PRI CR 10 LICENSlRE 

LV/'llJ 
HSE-MXPT LV /'llJ 
SEN-MXPT LV /'llJ 

StMMRY: This bill was identical to a bill introduced in 1979, Which also 
received a Leave to Withdraw report fran the O:mni ttee. 
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It required the Department of Htman Services to send advance 
notice of inspections of hospitals to the drug inspector aiployed by 
the Board of 0:mnissioners of Pharmacy. The drug inspector would be 
required to inspect the hospital pharmacy·at the smne time or within 
48 hours after the departmental inspection, and his approval of the 
hospital pharmacy would be a condition for the issuance of a full 
license. 

The Maine Hospital Association and the Department of Hunan 
Services q:,posed the bill and suggested that information on poor 
practices should be sent to the Department, Who would have the final 
authority on action to be taken. 

AN .ACT 10 ESTABLISH 'llIE 
1HIID-P.ARTY ~IPrICN 
PRXIBAM .ACT 

Sen. 'l\vi tchell MAJ-OIP-N) 
ID 1539 
MIN-<:NIP 

SlM\1ARY: The bill dealt with 3rd party prescription intermediaries between 
patients and pharmacies, Which handle billings and make payments to 
pharmacies. The bill was an attaipt to regulate these progrsns so 
patients would have flexibility in service, and pharmacists would 
receive adequate reimbursement and protection. Because of state and 
Federal anti-trust laws, pharmacies cannot negotiate directly with 
the progrmn actninistrators; therefore the bill was introduced. It 
established conditions under which 3rd party progrmns nIJst q>erate, 
including notification to the Superintendent of Insurance, 
reimbursement rates not lover than the prevailing rates, bonding for 
progrsn actninistrators, and a civil penalty for non-carpliance. 
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