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485 AN !Cf cr:NCENIID COUIT PBXEJlRFS Bel 1 
DF.ALIID Wl'IH OOI'ICE IN LIABILI'IY 
CASES 

HOEF.PP 

SUVIVIARY: Olrrent law provides that when a plantiff recovers a judgment 
against a defendant, the plaintiff may seek, in a civil action, to 
have the defendant's insurance C<Jll)any pay the judgment when the 
insurance C<Jll>any did not participate in the original law suit. To 
bring this action against the insurance C<Jll)any the plaintiff nrust 
show that when the original right of action occurred against the 
defendant, the defendant was insured against the liability, and that 
before recovery of the j udgrnent the insurance C<Jll)any had not ice of 
the injury, accident, or dsnage. This bill sought to add a 
requirement that the plaintiff show that the insurance C<Jll)any had 
received notice of the service of the original C<Jl'l)laint upon its 
insured, the defendant, in the original action. The purpose of this 
proposal was to assure that the insurance C<Jll)any knew of the 
original law suit so that it could have an opportunity to 
participate. 

536 AN !Cf ESTABLISHIID A CXM\llSSICN 
TO STlDY 'IHE DEFENSE CF IN3ANI'IY 
AND 1HE 'IREA'IMmr OF P~QilS AD
JUXJID 001' GUIL'IY BY REASCN CF 
IN:iANITY 

Ket over LY/ID 

SUVIVIARY: Sought to create a cannission to study Maine's insanity defense to 
determine if current criminal law providing for an insanity defense 
and current law providing for the cannitment, treatment and release 
of persons found not guilty of a crime by reason of insanity 
adequately address problems of protection of society and protection 
of the rights of the person found insane. The Carmittee determined, 
during its work on this and related bills, that Maine's insanity 
defense and treatment of the criminally insane are already addressing 
these difficult problems in an enlightened manner. 

577 AN !Cf TO I MPOOVE ACCESS 10 SMAIL 
CIAIM, CXXRr 

Martin,J. PL 19 83 , c • 5 48 

SUVIVIARY: Requires District C.ourt to be available for Small Claims C.ourt 
Hearings and filing of claims at least one evening hour each month. 

579 AN .ACT' RELATIID 10 IN:iANITY AS A 
DEFENSE IN CRIMINAL PIO:filDIIDS 

Lewis LY/ID 

SUVMARY: Sought to remove fran Maine law the use of an insanity defense as 
an excuse to otherwise criminal conduct. This bill permitted 
consideration of mental illness by the judge at the time of 
sentencing in determining whether the convicted person should receive 
treatment during the time of his criminal punishment. The Carmittee 
felt that such a change in Maine law was not justified. 
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