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THE 'IENlRE Fm SHERIFFS F101 TI\O YFARS 
'IO FaR YF.ARS 

SU\f&\RY: ID 263 proposed a constitutional anendment to increase the 
term of office for sheriffs fran 2 years to 4 years. The purpose of ID 
263 is to enable sheriffs to perform more efficiently by avoiding 
preparing for election every 2 years. Currently, 11 states have 2 year 
terms of office for Sheriff and Massachusetts has six year terms of 
office. Thus, 38 states have 4 year terms of office for sheriffs. In 
6 states, a sheriff may serve no more than 2 terms. Sheriffs are 
appointed in the states of Hawaii and Rhode Island; in the cities of 
Denver, New York, and St. Louis; and in the counties of Dade (Fla), 
Denver (Cblo), and Nassau (New York) • 
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SlM\WtY: ID 276 proposed to SJl>OWer the joint standing ccmni ttees of 
the Legislature to review state agency rules and to nullify proposed 
rules. The purpose of the bill was to provide greater assurance that 
agency rules would be consistent with statutory and legislative intent. 
In addition, the present procedure for rule review by a legislative 
ccmnittee, in the opinion of sane persons, is a very onerous system for 
menbers of the general public who oppose existing rules. An Attorney­
General 's opinion of Maine as well as the opinion of the Supreme Cburt 
in Cbnnecticut ruled that legislative ccmnittee veto power over state 
agency rules violated the constitution of these states. 
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SlM\WtY: ID 310 is a new draft of ID 75. This new draft proposed to 
limit HCME progrem monies provided to new hane buyers by the Maine 
State Housing .Authority through convention banks. The new draft 
restricted these monies to single femily owner-occupied dwellings with 
no more than 2 femily units. 
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