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STATH LIBRARIAN'S REPORT

For years 1910-1914

VVhen I was appoiuted to the positlion of iMaine State
Librarian by’Governor Bert M. Fernald in June, 1910, many poople
in fugusta and:also throughout the State thought that because I
was a relative by marriage, hehad displaced the previous Librarian
to make a place for me. I am heresettino dovwn tbefacts for the
.record. |

When Cbarles Hatch was elected the first State Auditor,
among other thlngs he found that the Librarian was several
thousands of dollars indebted to the State. Tbere were‘othor
condltions iu‘the Librafy that were unsatisfactory to saj the
least. | d | | | | L .

No publfcity was glven thesetmat*ers and 1t was a lono

I3 “'

time bpfore the truth was known, even by otherq in the State. ,, o
- L - ; “';“ Ii‘ ; .
House. Yo

.f,

When I went to Augusta I talked with Councillor Kinsman ’kwf

and one or two others of the Coun011 and was told that they wanted
someone with business experlence, who also had some executive abllity,
and would avold publicity about what he found. And in addition the
Library must soon be moved to the new wing and the constant and
carefui attentiou of the Librarian would be necessary. The salary
was low and there was an implied promise that it would be Increasd:

but of course that was imp0351ble as I got into the worst poli;ipal
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mix-up since the "count-out™ of years ago. I served under four
Governors, two Republican and two Democrats, alternately, without
serving a full term under eilther.

When I took over the Library I found that Assistant
Librarian,W. F. Livingstoﬁ, was on vacatlon in Europre and that the
'Referencé Librarian, Miss Knowles, was ill. I also found an empty
desk. There was not an invoice, copy of an order, no letters on
file, and not eveq:a letter file. There was not a scrap of
paper that would be of asgistance in carrying on the buslness of
the Library. The Night Watch informed me that the departing
Librarian héd spent a good pért of the previous nighﬁ in burning
papers invthe fireplace that was in the office at thaﬁ time.

I purchased a steel letter file and inaugurated the
custom of attaching a carbon copy of my reply to every communication
receiveds The ifirst letter on file in the Malne State lerary will |
be found to have been £iled by me.

To add to my difficulties the stenographer to the
Librarian failed to show up on Monday of the second week. I was
fortunate in securing the services of Xiss Loulse Gariley, who
later became the wife of Robert A. Confy, who was at thebtime
Congressman E. C. Burleigh's secretary, later becoming a Justice of
the Maine Supreme Courts I then secured Miss Gartley!s slster, Ida,
who later beceame the wife of the movie magnate William Williamsgn.
They were two very capable young womene

When it came time to move the Library I discovered that

the architect knew little of the requirements of the Library. He

had planned the large room as & reading room and outlets were provided
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in the floor for lights for reading there. I asked what plaﬁ’had
been made to take care of the books and was Iinformed that the room
~that I later called the Reference Room was to be the Stack Room.

of ccurse that Was a ridiculous proposition as the two=-
deck stack would have.taken care of only a small part of t he books
and would bava‘been mosﬁ inconvenient besides.  Of courss we had to
put the stacks in theflarge room as best we could and T aléo had
shelves put'in'éll wall spacé in the Reference Room and also in the
Librarian's office. o ‘ | |

The book stacks had been made to fit the space in the
West Wing in two decks and had to be torn down and repalrs made.
That was done by men furnished by the manufacturers. As the staCks:
were of various helghts, lengths, and widths it was rather puzzllng as
to how to arrange them for utllity and apnearance.’ I decided to put
tall ones in front to conceal so far as possible thc irregularity .
in size of the otherse |

Before we werse ready to move, Mr. Livingston and Miss
,Knowles had returheé%ihere was a full llbrarv force ready and eager
for work, Enough stacks had been cleared of books and set up in
the new room for the law sectlion and those bcoks werc moved firét.
Very fortunately for us two law book salesmen,‘Mr. Hildreth, repre-
senting a Chlcago firm, and Mr.'Brown cf a Toronto firm, came to
Augusta the day before we started to move and volunteered their
services, Mr. Livingston and Mr. Brown loaded the trays that were

used to carry the books from the old room and I and Mr. Hildreth
pleced them in the stacks as they arriveds. The assistance of these
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two gentlemen cut the time of moving and arranging thecisw Library
in half, with no expense to the State.

The 20,000 volumes pf the Réports of the wvarious State
Departments, duplicate copies bf the laws, statutes and Maine
Rzports were carted to a basement on Water Sireet and dumped in one
creat mixed lots

The Library staff was eager to get the miscellaneoﬁs books
of the Library pﬁt in place and as soon as the stacks were'ready the
ﬁork began. The arrangement of that side of tbe»room was iIn chargs
of Assistant Libfarian Livingston and he was assisted by Mrs. Carver,
Chief Cataloguer, her assistant, Miss Cochrane, Miss.Knowles'and a
young lady who was bifsd to assist them. |

It was quité‘a task to sort out the books from the piles
o: the floor, and the work was slowed down because of the fact that
no lights had as yet been installed in the room. Howsver, all were
anxious to get things'in order again, so fhe'work progressed quite
rapidly; , : .

Thé duplicate reports, laws, etce thath ad been stored on
Viater Street were brought up and.dﬁmped on the fioor of the basemente
Tbé;?ﬁro 0. 0, Stetson, shipping clerk, had charge of sorting and
putting them on the shelves that had been put there. I hired severai
high school boys to assist him.

The room under the main room of the Library was filled with
books in wooden stécké, and books also filled the space over the main
ensrance to the building. The Tfavelling Libfary Department had a

room in the basement. The number of books in the Libfary, not including

e
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duplicate laws and reports, and books in the Travelling Library
Department, was about 110,000.

During the campaign of 1510, ir. Oliver 0Otis, Democratic
wag-horse and proprietor of the Rockland Opinion, told the public
frequently that if elected to the Leglslature he would see to it
that the indeceﬁt béoks in the State Library were r emoved., It was
reported that Mr. Otis used stronger words than "indecent" in his
- editorialse He was elected to the Eouse and put on the Committee
on Library; _ | ‘ | -

When the Session opened that fall Mr; Otis vislted the
Library énd I took pains to show him about and givé him an
estimate oﬁ»fhe number ‘of books 1in each department.v'After a care-~
ful investigation and a talk with me he was satisfied thatreports
that had been circulated ﬁere untrues. He commended my work, and on
his own 1nitiative,introdﬁced a resolve appropriating funds for
shelvirg the room und»r the Librarye. N

7 I Became much interested in genealogy when I yracédvput
my family history l1n joining the Soclety of Descendants of the

books |

- Mgy flower, and began to purchase'all such relating to any State of
- N

Maine family as fast as my appropriation would allowe. This became
hoised abroad, and within a year or two, people often came to the

/

Library from various sections of the State to look up their family
historye »
I also began the purchase of the town histories of New

England that the Library did ndt already have. The newspaper clippings
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accompanying this report will give an idea of the genéral interest
eroused concerning the Library at that time.

Seemiﬁgly by unanimous agreement nothing was said or
printed about this criminal act in the Library of all placss, and
23 I could make no report which would not have to include the facts-
Z thought best not to make one. Howsver, I decided later that some
time I would leave a report as a matteerf history.

This brief, sketchy report would read as though éovering
& continuous period of time, butrat the next election a Democrat,
Fred Plaisted of Augusta, was elected Governor, aﬁd some time latér
Attorney Herbert E. Holmes of Lewiston was appolinted Librarian.
Ee served until after the next election when a Républican,Hon. William
T. Haines of Waterville, was elected Governore I was soon back in |
charge of the Library, and served until a short time after the
next electiogbwhen my business in Madison demanded my takingit over
ggalne .W | |
It had been in some ﬁays a pleasant experience, but
politics were so hot at that time, with the Governorship alternating
bstween the tworfarties for fbur years, that there were some rough,
unpleasant timess |

I received many congratulationsA'on my work in moving and
reorganizing thé Library from patrons of the Library and others.
The one howevér that I thought the best of all was a statement by |
the Assistant Librarian, Rev. Mr. Livingston, to a pastor friend,

the Reve Mr. Webber, who had been pastor of a church in Hadison and

was a good friend of mine. This was "that Mr, Prince was the best
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Librarian that Maine had ever had." As Mr. Livingston was a highly
educated gentleman, had served with three Librarians, and had a
better knowledge of what the Library contazined than any other man,

I thought that this was the finest thing that could have been said

ﬂw 6? S

of my worke
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The Law Lihrary

The lergest section of the State Library was the‘LaW
Library, which was said to be one of the finest in New Englande There
were lacking the late editiohs of text books and digests, and I
filled these in as fast as m'y-,‘appro;)riv.‘étion permitteds

As steﬁed under anofoer heading there was but one complete
set of Suprems Court'Reports in{the State House,.and that was in
ithe Library. I also found out that out31de of the city libraries
there was hardly a public library in the State that had a full set..
There was also a shortage in seversl years ol State Laws. There
was an exchange of 1aws and court reports with Canada and its
Provinces, and the Llhrary alsojgg;gg;%‘g she Volumes of Parllamentary
Debates as printed in Englend. |

As there was not room in the Library for all of these
books, tusy were stored in various places wherever room could be found.-'

I inaucurated.the custom of pinding a part of the Reports
in buckram, an innovation which seemed to be pleasing to the

attorneys of the State.



The Q@rtesy List

When I took over the Library I found a list of names
under the above title. Evidently the previous Librarian had been
playing polltics for the names were those of prominent Republican
politiclans iﬁ various sectlons of the State who were to receive
cooies of the iawé, revised statutes, and court reports as published.
One well known gentleman invone‘of our large citles was down for
ten copies of each of their publicationse I crossed them all off.

During’ﬁhe administration of Governor Plaisted, who was
elected in November, 1910, a member of the Council sent to0 me an
order for a complete set of Malne Court Reports to be sent to an
attorney of his ciﬁy.'Io‘paid,nb attention to it,which of course added
a few more to‘ﬁy poligical onemiese If I had wanted to,it would have
been impossible to £ill the ofder,as'there was but one complete set

of thgggireports in thebLibrary; or even in the State House. There

vere supposed to be full séts of Reports, not only in the Library,
but also in the: offices of the Governor, Attorney General, and

Secretary of State, but many were missing from all of them.



Travelling Library Department

The travelling iibraries came within the province of the
Maine Library Commission. The State Librarian was the executive
member of the Commission andhad full charge of buying the books,
naking up +he-libraries; sbioning stc, Most of the boxes contained

fifty books: 2b books of fictlon, the balance books of travel,
biography, history, etc.; ; » , »

There were about 140 of the libraries at that time. I
found that tenof these‘had been out for a 1ong tlme, andeavidently
-1little effort had been made to have them returned.. After‘a long
correspondence I Was‘able to‘get them all back, withrthe exception
of two which had been damaged by fire. |

The bad condition of the boxzes , the lack of new books,
and the very bad conditlon of the books on hand sbowed very plainly -
that the approPriation for tbe department had not been used for its
lawful purpose. I had the State House carpenters rspalr the old
boxes, and make some new ones ofthe regular size,and also somekzo
hold 25 bookskfor specialjlibraries for teachers and‘women's sbndy
clubs. A large slicerfsmy approprietion went for fepairs and the
purchase of books, to replaee the o3ld worn?out ones and for some newr
speclal libraries. Purchased for the libraries in 1911 were:

fictlon 965; non-fiction 51L; tobal 1476.
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159 Traveling Libraries, at'present dete, Jan.18,1911, of which 26"

: 36
are now out, leaving %3 on hande.
Present locatlon as followss .

Towneibisbon, Troy,East Surrey,Danforth,South Hiram,New Portland,

Special libraries: Germany,England,Bussia,China,Japen,Ireland,India,

Juvenile Libraries,'lo.

—

A} U
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™~ Every county repreéented.

Traveling Libraries. ' \A'
8 T - J o

WinterHarbor,Unity,Millinocket,Limerick,Andover, Trentoy.,

York Beach,Kezar Falls,Vanceboro,Pittsfield,Horrill,Dresden,
Fryeburg,Winterport,Robbinston,¥ormouth, Oxford,0akland,Riverside,
Canton Point,Jay,lastBaldwin,¥orticello,Presque Isle,Bingham,
Island ¥alls,Smyrna Kills,Kennebum¥vort,North Jay,Kenduskeag,
Hallowell,Dixfiént;sthens,Swan's Island, Sebago Lake,Greenvills,
Crono,Bridgwater,Hampden Highlands,Welnut Hill,Frye,Caps ¥eddick,
Cumberland dunction,Kittery Point,Brownville,Rockland,bocke’s Mill
East Hiram, North Gorham,West Surmer,North Blushill,Corinna,Van
Buren, Richmond,Holden,Cape Porpolse,Head Tide,0lamon,Staceyville,
South Bluehill,Buckfield,Livermors Palls,Gresnville,South Windham,
Houlton,Gardiner,Phillips,Columbia Falls, Yormouth,Sebec,¥irn,
Auburn,Northeast Harbor,New Vinsyard,¥illinocket,Island Falls,
Penobscot,Bowdoinham, Cornish,Vassalboro,Bridgton,Perry,0xford,
Owl's Head,Winterport,Lovell,Oakland,bimestone,Milo,Wellington,
Poland,Phippsburg.

France,Sweden,Holland and Spaine.
Education,Agriculture,Art and Musics
State of Haine
American History

- United States

§



iaine State Library

Law text books 1 1/2 stacks
Lav reportsf{American,English,&c.) 151/2 ©
U.S.government publications 8 "
States fDepartment documents) = 13 "
General:
‘hllosonhy : , 1/2 "
Religion 54 "
- Sociology(Political economy,&c.) 1 1/2 7
Philology : 1/4 0" .
Hatural scienco ' /2 " B
Useful arts 1 »
71ne Arts ‘ 1/ "
1t°"abure(foet_,,flcthﬁ,essa]s)l /2 "
ilistory L 3 1/2 "
Genealogies i/a "
Travel 1 "
Biography 1

&l

utored at B;ndery in basement(documents formerly under old dome )
00 volumes,at leasts: of State Fousn.

Publlc documents
Legislative documents
Bepartment reports
Niles' registe
Parliamentary gebates(fj
Ilscellaneous French.documents

Stored at Jackson 8tg
Tepartment reports
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Accessicnsipurchased‘féf thé Kaine State Libréfﬁ.,' :£
1907-1908. ﬂ“iBooks, 2582. Pamphlets, 179. rétal;-évsl.f
Classified --= T l

_Bibgfaphy,'75 Fine arts, 63. Geﬁealogy,-lS
‘Hiétbry, 225. Law booxs, includ*nv text books,
’étatutes reports, digests and law period;cals, 1065.
Literature, 381..1 Medicfné and hvglene, 66
‘?Perlodlcals, 187.. Philosophy, 12. Polit ical and
,’wsocial science, 2120 Rexorepce and mlscellaneous
‘ books ‘l29. Rellclon, 36. Qc1ence, 7.;  ff7
"Town hlstorleé, reglsuers, etc.,41 rT'J.r'avels and.

g out door 11fe, 66. Useful arts, 181. Total 2761 Tf;

1909-1910 W‘Books, 1923; v'Pamp;1ets, 121, Totai;izbéé}f‘if

Classified-‘- ; vlb | 7" | K “ ‘ | "‘i”’
TgBiography, 66. Finé éfts, 30. Genealocy, 16.
vE“Hlotory, 125 . Law book s, 827. therature, 225.

~,jAhed101ne and hyglene, 27 Périodlcals, 243

1Af’PhllOSOphy, 15 P litical and social sc1ence, 184. B

fReference and mlscellaneous DOOkm, 111

“Rellgion, 25. 801ence, 25. Town nistories,

; ﬁ7registers, etc., 28. _-ravels, ouu~door 11fe, 58

Useful arts, 43, Total, 2044,




-2-
Accessions.- By exchangé.
1§07—1908. : BOOKS; 1175. Pamphlets, 1492.

Total, 2667.

Of the above we received from other étates
1924, of which 347 were law books (session
laws, revised statutes and court reports)
~and 1877 were miscellaneous. public documents;
from libraries 96;‘schools, collegeé and
univérsities 312; from other countries 250,
~of whibh 13 weré‘law books‘and 237»Weré
miscellanecus public documents; fréﬁ

"various other sources, as institutions and

iﬁdividuals we received 85.

1909~

(=]
«©
|_.|

o. = Books, 2002. Pampnlets, 2415.
- Total, 4417. |
Ofvthe above we received from other states
3344, of which 546 were law books (session
Vlaws; révised statutes and court féports) 
" and 2798 were miscellaneous publié &ocumen@s}
from librariesA173; from schools,’éollégesrv:.r
and ﬁniversities 541; frbm other countries tf
7'21é,’of which 267were law booksvand iés o
L - were miscellaneous public documents;dfrom

various other sources we received 145,




Accessions. From counties and towns of liaine.

1907-1908. Financial statements of counties 18.

Town reports, 236.

1909-1910. Financial statements of counties 8.

Tovm reports, 593.

Acceésioné.fQ;S;Government publicationé;
1607-1908.. ;uéOka, 535. Pamphlets, 1672.
o Engbgraphical raps, 271 sheeté.
1909-1910. Books, 982.  Pamphlets, 2898.

rrTobographical maps, 145 sheets.

Accessions. . Donations from varicus individuéls and
7 institutions.
1807-1908. ‘Bobks,’lZS. Parmphlets, 547. Total,670.

1909-1910.  Books, 300. Pamphlets, 600. Total,900.

——
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Sum total of all accessions, Jan.l, 19C7-Dec.31, 19C8.
| 4415 vol. 4144 pam. = 8559. ..
wooow T wow Jan.l, 19C9-Dec.31, 191C.

5207 vol. 6635 pam.- 11842




4.

Books purchased for travelling libraries.

1907-1908. 2923, of which 2224 were fiction and 699

were non-riction.

1509-1910, 2667, of which 2281 were fiction and 386

were non-fiction.
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Purchases for the kaine State Library in 1611.

Books, 1128. Pamghlets, 43.

By classes,

Biography, 32; fine arts, 1l4; genealogy, 8

history; 82; law books, 401; literature
phllosopav, 13; political and social sc
and mlsnellaneous 79; rellglon, 223 sc

his orles

Total 1171.

(612

£
e
CT‘
}..I

Purchases for rnravelln

. Fiction, 965. Tlorn-fiction,

Iibrary. lecellaneous dov tions, 37 vol.;.

1

total 598.

K

Traveling Libraries;‘IQ‘volumes were donated.

L}

ed Lrom Un1t°d Qtates gove”n:ent

'

®
O
|_|.

282 volumes; 1416 pamphlets; 1G3 topographiﬁal m2DS .

,4' travels and ouidoor life,

Total, 1171.

4
» 110; periodicals, 256;
ience, 49; reference
ience, 9; ‘town

12;jusefu1’arts,_4.

s 1n 1911

,511.' Total,nl476.

271, vampnlets;



Received by exohange in 19131,
601 volumes; B854 pamphlets; ”Total, 1455.

Ffom fhe folloﬁing sources,
Laws .of éther statés, 222.
Public.documents of bther states, 802.
Publibations éf‘SChOOlS and colleges, 203.
" cf-’bub'lic libraries, 82. |

Laws of otner-countries, 9.
Public documents from other countkties, 51.
From miscellaneous sources, 86,

Total, 1455.

Bumber of town reports received in 1911, 278.

) H] vll County .‘ 1 - 1t 1 i 21.




To thé‘Legislatﬁre of Maine:
In fhe performance of the duty imposed by the statutes

of Maine upon the State Librarian, I have the honor to submit to
your.Honorable body the following report of the HMaine State Library
in full for the period of time which I have been Librarian, namely,
from February 23, 1912 to January 1lst, 1913, and in part, 6rrin.other
words as well as I can make a report for the preceding year of 1911.

Thejléw require; that the State Librarian shall submit a report
z'fﬁo th§ Legislature biennially during'the month of January, but{no

Jreportrhas been madé under_this statute since the year 19086.
Introductory Remarks..

, Thé State Library is iﬁ a good and sound condition, béth‘from
the poinf‘of view of usefuiness and rrom the financial point of wview.
The approprlatlon ‘which has been given to it for its maintenance
| and 1ncrease during the last few years seems to be about what is
’Tneeded. It ‘seems to be ample without belno ex travagent or ‘oelnD S0

large as to tempt the lerarlan to make extravagent purchases of

‘ books wnlch however 1ntprest1nb and valuable they might anpear would .

yet be: out of" place in a large public library such as the State

‘leraryrls intended to be. ' The State Library may be roughly d1v1ded  ‘ .

Jihto,two libraries. First, a law library. Second, a general
'“library;correspondlng to a fairly large and well-balanced public

1ibrary. ‘ Its department of law library is well equipped and I may

safely say is the largest, most useful and best selected law library

in the Btate. It contains all of the reports of the highest courts

'oanll the states of the Union, including the United States reports




and . the reports of the highest Canadian and British courté. Thisb
}‘is as it should be and as is expected by law. In the matter of

law text books, it is the settled policy of the library to keep well
up-to-daté in purchasing all of the test and most authoritative

text books without being extravagent and attempting to purchase
every text book upon every conceivable subject published. The

lawyers of the State knowing the policy of the State Library look

to this Library for the privilege of borrowing the many text books

that they cannot afford to buy, and that in fact would be unwise for

them to buy and to keep in their offices. This policy in regard

~to keeping up with the publicatibns of law text books seems to be
almost inevitable in this state as it has become the policy of the

various county law libraries to purchase almost entirely the court

reports rather than the text books. I am pleased to be able to

say that within the last few weeks one of the most capable and best-

icformed law-book men in the country has looked over the law library

of the State Libréry and has pronounced it to be in nearly as perfect

state as a law library could be expected to be. He considers it
well-balanced'and‘well-equipped and easily the peer of any bther‘
law libfaﬁy'in.the country with the exeeption of a very few in the
largest cities.

In regard to thé general department of the Library, which as

I have stated has become in the course of years a large public

libtrary, it may be safely conceded trhat it will also compare favor-

atly with any other public library in New England. As I shall

point ouﬁ a little furthner on when writing of another subject, it
doubtless was not the intention of the law-makers when they originally

founded the lMaine State Library, that it should become a large




public library; but the fact remains that gradually through the
policies of my predecessors in this office the library has grown ‘
along this line. At the éame time I thing it may also be said
that it has no; departed from its original purpose in so far as
the puréhase and accumulation of books; pamphlets and documents
is concerned.

Thé Library since the completion of . the additions to the
State House occupies a'large'room in one wing of the State House
to itself;fand is so well arranged that all of tae books_oﬁ the
shelves afe easily accessible to the public who desire to usé the
library; i may say at this point, however, thatrconsidering the
" - rapid giowth of the Library it will be but a short time when it
will bédome necessary either to take ouﬁ all of.the present stacks
and book shelves and put in new ones'double—decking the library
as it ﬁere, that isbto séy superimposing a series of stacks on top
of the first tier of stacks,Aor it will become necessary for the
State to érect a library building for the accomodation of the State
Library, because already the new quarters are becoming cramped for
space. | | |
It‘is the custom- and practice to permit the public who desire
’tdluse the State Library_td go among the stacks and book shelves»and
look over4£he b;;ks and make their own selections on the spot of what
books they desire either to read in the State Library or to borrow
and take out under the rules and regulations governing the Librarye.
This is a very desirable way of conducting a public library whenever
it is possible, as it is more or less of an inconvenience to honeét

and sincere students when conducting their researches to be obliged

to continually ask assistants to go to the stacks and bring them
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books. On the other hand it is of course something of a tempta-

tion to those few persons whose desire to possess some particular

book is stronger than their sense of right and wrong. But we can

say that it has been the experience in the past, as well as now
that very few persons have ever abused this privilege. A few

tooks are lost from time to time. Whethér they are actually stolen
or whéthef they are merély borrowed without being Qharged, and

then arevmislaid andjlost, no one can say, but it is my opinion

that the great advantage of allowing to students the opporfhnity to
go among the books and make their own selections so vastly outweighs
the little expense of feplacing a few Dbooks in the course of a year

that are lost by reason of the abuse of that privilege, that it would

be very unwise to repeal the privilege and forbid patrons of the

library'entering among the stacks.

Additions to the Library in the year 1911l.

Jan.’ 1, 1911 to Dec. 31, 1911.

Purchased...oeeueen.. Cheeeaae e 1193 volumes and pamphlets.

E:; exc}hange..”.".l..'.l..l.'.'.l.'.16v94

Donatedoo-‘.;.--a,,o-.--..--------.---a355

From United States.esevovienseeesss 1688

Totalg-..-.u.....-4930

Purcnased for Traveling Libraries in 1911, 1495 volumes.

Additions to the Library in tne year 1912,

Jan. 1, 1912 to Dec. 31, 1912,

Purcnasedssececesssas, csessesssesss1l988 volumes and pamphlets.

By €XChanZe..evessvereessrsssessess079




Lo | , -9 - _ i '
Donated. ® & ® ¢ 2 9 v @ P S P VO S O S ST S PP e :561
From United StateSeesesseoosss.s.1098

Totaltitll...' 6426

" Percentages showing Use of Library.

It seemed to me that it might be iﬁtereéting and useful to
know what use the pubiic are making of the State Library. There-
fore, I have selected the four months, Septembef, Odtober; November
and Deéember; 1912, as an average period of four months in the last
two years; and have had the Reference Librarian compile from her
:ecords of books borrowed from the Library‘the percentages on a
100 percent basis which will show how the various divisions and de-
partments of the Library are being uéed by the public and which

departments or divisions are the most popular, and therefore most

| borrowed and read. It is as follows:

o ‘ Sept. Oét. Nov. Dec,

, General Works.. .10 .075 - .01 02 |
Philosophy. .01 .01 .01 .01
Relizion. .02 .01 .01
Sociology. - .03 .05 .06 | .02
Philology. .01 .01 .02
Science. .04 .03 .01 .025
Useful arts... .02 +.025 .02 | .01

_Fine arts. .05 .02 .0l .01
Literature. .02 025 .02 .05
History and Travels .03 .05 06 | .10
Biography. .02 .02 .01 .025
Standard Fiction. .10 .10 .09 .10
.Fiction. ‘ .95 .585 .69 .81




This table of percentages is not absolutely correct. Our
records do not and can not in the nature of things’show how m ny
books are used and read here in the library by persons who come
in and spend'thé whole day and often several days working and
reading from many different books right in the library, and not
taking out from the library a single book. Such_patrons of the
library are of course not charged with any books and we have no
way of knowing how many books they read nor evsn what the books
are, unless we should rather impertinently ask them what they
were doing. = This applies of course most exte051vely to lawyers
who come from near and far and spend a day or more in the State
Library studying up special subjects and using the law library for
that. purpose. But it also applies to other people using other
deparumants of the Library as well as the law department.

From tqe foregolnc list if Wlli be seen that the department
of fiction is the most popular among tne borrowers from tne Library.

Hext after flctlon standard fiction and general works seem to come.
Cnmnarlnq thase flgureq with the reports made by public libraries
in cities and towns ‘one would naturally expect to find works of
nistory, travel and biography to come next afta: fiction in popu-

larity but shch:is not the fact here according to the figures of

tnhis library.

Maine Public and Legislative Documentse

Since the State Library has been removed to its new rooms

in the enlarged State House, it has bteen possible to know Jjust

what Haine documents are in possession of the library. Owing to

the crowded condition of the old rooms and the fact that a con-




sidetrable number of the documents had been necessarily in
stprage fof'many years, 1t was impracticable to make a sjstématic
inventory of the earliest State publicationé and the duplicates;
but during the process of removal and rearrangement they have been
carefully listed and classified. |

At the January session of the Legislature, 1833, the year
after the removal 5f the seat of government from Portland? and
the ocoupation of the Siate House, at Augusta, it was brovided
by resolve»that thé clerk of the House of Representatives,‘during
each session ofyihe Legislaturé, retain twenty copies of every
document printed by order of either branch of the Legislaiure, and
at the end of each session cause the same to be bound for the use )
Under this resolve, the first volume

of the Legislature.

appeared in 1833, and contained the Rules and Orders pf the House

of Representatives, 1833, Governor's Eéssage, 1833, State Treasurer's

report, 1832, Adjutant General's report, 1832, Land Agent's report,
1832, Bank Commissioners' report, 1832, State Prison report, 1832,

and the Senate and House bills and comnittee reports, ordered

printed, of the Legislature, 1833. From this first volume, under

the resolve of 1833, there is no break in the continuity of the
volumes of collected documents down to the year 1867 inciusive,

and the same is true since that date to the present time, but it
should be noted that beginning with 1868, the reports of the public
officers and institutions are collected and bound each year under
the title of Public Documents, while the bills and reports of
committees emanating fromAeither branch of the Legislature have been

bound into a separate group under the title of Legislative Docu-

ments or Senate and House Bills and Documents. The volumes of the




collected documents, 1833-1867, differed intitle, in the

original binding, being called Public_Documents; sometimes Leg-
islative Documents, and at other times simply Documents. The
State Library has just had a set of tnis group substantially
rebound, in half morocco, for reference use, giving to each volume
its proper title, so that instead of various titles in the set,
there is a uniform one, némely; Public and Legislative Doduments,
which designates the contants more exactly.

Thebquestion néturally arises wnat Maine publications were
printed from 1820 to 1831, while Portland was the seat of govern-
ment. It would appear that no annual reports were published before
1822; ﬁhe only.authofized printing being that of the public noticesi
and the laws and statutes, the Governor's Hegsage being made é
part of the Acts and Resolves. The State Treasurer was, by Act
of January 30; 1822, required to lay annually before the Legislature
a prinféd detailed accoﬁnt of the treasury, but the earliest’
printed copy of such report, in the State Library, is that for
1827. = The e;rllest Land Agent's report, in the Stat4 Library, is
that for 1832 but copies of the Land Agent's report for 1825 and
1828 are said to be in the Harvard University Library. In the
State lerary are a collection of HMaine documents for the perlod
182891830, wnlch were brought together by the Secretary of State
before 1833, or léter'bﬁ the clerk of the House of Repreéentatives
under the impulse of the Resolve of 1833. There are, however, |
no department reports'for the years 18390 and 1831, and it is not

improbable that the long political struggle in Maine between

alists and republicans, ‘during these years, had a bearlna on the

non-appeafance or the disappearance of the documents of this




~ which would have been collected in 1831 and 1832.

An index to the contents of the HMaine Public and Legislative
Doéuments; 1828-1867, prepared at tne State Library, has brought
to light, in this eariiest group of state publications, historical
and statistical materials of importance which it is believed will
constitute a useful addition to the resources of'information
relating to the State. By aid of the index, it is possible to
trace, through the successive ofticial reports of the different i

departments, the development of state affairs, and also, thiough

Legislative bills and committee reports, public sentiment and action

on such questions as phe settlement of the northeastern boundary
-dispute; abolition of slavery; prohibition of the liquor traffic;
etc. '

It is earnestly hoped that‘aé many as possible of the reports
now missing in the State Library may be secured, and it is for this
reason that the following list is given. |

Uaine Reports Missing from the Maine State Library.

Adjutant General: 1822-1831. ‘

Attprney General: 1822-1839, 1841-1858.

Bank Commissioners: 1830-1831.

Indian Agent: 1863.

Passamaquoddy Agent: 1864-1866, 1868-1872, 1889, 1893.

Penobscdt Agent: 186841871, 1893. -

Land Agent: 1824-1851, 1833.

Liguor Commissioner: 1875-1884, 1887-1891, 1893-1900.

Military and Naval Orphan Asylum: 1870;

School: 1830-1836, 1841-1846.

State Prison: 1830-1831.

Steamboat Inspectors: 1875-1888, 1892-1893.

e e S e
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State Treasurer: 1822-1826, 1830-1831,

Iﬁ addition to the set of Public and Legislative Documents
which we have gotten togetner as above stated we have got to-
gether as complete a list as is possible of all the year books
and Maine Registers published from the beginning down to the

present time,

_‘ Editi§nsiof the Early Laws and Reports of Commissioners
, | On Revisions.

‘From the prefgtory note written by John A. Morrill to the
Revised Statuteé'of 1903, I quote the\following words:

"By a fesolve Bf‘thefLegislature,of Haine; apprqved June
15, 1820, a board of jurisprﬁdence was established 'to consist of
three ﬁen learned in the law, who shall be appointed by the
Governor with advice of Council, and whose duty it shall.be to
select, arrange and prepare, with suitable indices, a compilation
or digest of all the statutes of the Colony, Province and Common-
wealth'of‘Maséachusetts; now invforce in this State and to report
the séme to the Legislature at the next session for acceptance.'
on Novémhér‘20;11820,’an. Prentiss Hellen; Chief Justice, Hon.
¥illiam Pitt Preble and Hon. Nathan Weston, Junior, Justices of
the Suprene Judicial Court, were appointed‘é board of jurisprudence
under that resolve, and the Laws of the State of Maine, arranged
in‘one.hundred seventy-nine acts, each approved Harch 19, 1821,
and a repealing act, approved Harch 21,‘1821, were prepared by them.

"The first revision of the Public Laws of Maine was authorized

by a resolve approved February 28, 1837..




- 11 =-

The report of the commissioners was subﬁitted to the
Legislature at the January session, 1840, and was referred to
a joint select committee, consisting of seven members of the
senate and twenty members of the House of Repressntatives. The
committee having‘been auhtorized to sit during the recess of the
Legislature, met on the fourth day of June, 1840, and after a
session of fifty-six days, submitted their report to thevLegis-l
lature af an adjourned session, Septeaber 17, 1340. - On October
21, 1840, the Legislature passed an Act entitled, 'An Act for
. revising; arranging and amending the public laws of the State;'
- which was approved October 22, 1840. This act was to take effect
from and after the first day of April, 1841. By an act approved
March 31, 1841, the operatioﬁ of the act of October 22, 1840; was
suspénded,until after July 31; 1841, By‘a resolve, approved
October 22, 1840, the supervision of the publication of the revised
statutes waé committed to Philip Eastman, on the part of the Senate
and Ebenezer Everett, on the ﬁart of the House of Representatives,
V"The sezond revision of the public lawslbf the state was

suthorized by resolves approved March 12, 1855. The final report

of the commission was lgid before the Legislature February 13;
1856, and'wasireferred to the joint standing commifteé'on the
judiciary. That committee reported resolves, which‘were approved
April 1, 1856, committing the further revision of the public and
general laws of the State to Hon. Ether Shepley, and directing him
to prepare his report in print on or before November 15, 1856. In

accordance with the resolves, the report of Judge‘Shepley was

printed and distributed to the members elect of the Legislature of

1857, and on January 15, 1857, was referred to a joint select
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comnittee, consisting of nine members of the senate and sixteen
members of the House of Representatives, which commiftee reported
‘the revision of 1857 and the same was enacted April 16, 1857,
approved April 17, 1857, and took effect from and after Jénuary 1,
1858.

"The third revision of the public laws of the State was
authorized by‘resolves approved March 12, 1869, authorizing the
Governor and Council to cause all the general and public laws of
e state to be fgithfully revised, collated and consolidatédf
January 6, 1871; Governor Perham, in a special message, submitted
to the Legislature a printed copy of the statutes and the same
were enacted January 25; 1871, approved January 25; 1871, and todk
effect’Snd after February 1, 1871.

"The fourth_revisionvof the public laws of the State was
. authorized hy resolves approved March 8, 1881, appointing Charles
#. Goddard, of Portland, 'a commissioner to revise, collate, arrange
and cbﬁsolidate the general and public laws of the State.! His
report was submitted to the Legislature January 3, 1883, and by
a reéoi;e approvedearch 15,>1885, he was appointed 'a commissioner
to complete the revision of the general laws of the State,' by the
>‘incorpdration of the public laws of that session, to‘prepare the
same for printihg, and to superinfend the printing thereof. This
work was performed under the supervision of a joint select committee
of the Legislature consisting to two membefs of the Senate and
eight members of the House of Representatives, who were constituted
a commission to sit during the recess of the Legislature. This

revision was finally submitted to the Legislature at an adjourned

session August 29, 1883, and was enacted and approved on that date,

and took effect January 1, 1884.
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The'fifth revision of the public laws of the state was
authorized by resolves approved March 21, 1901, appointing John
A. Morrill, of Aubﬁrn, 'a commissioner to revise, collate, arrange
and consolidate the general and public laws of the state.’ His
report was submitted to the Legislature January 7, 1903, and by
a resolve approved March 4, 1903, he was appointed 'a commissioner
to complete the revision of the general and public laws of  the
state.! This work has been performed under the supervision of a
Jjoint sélect committee of the Legislaturs consist;ng of three
membersrof fhe senate and seven members of the House of Réprésenta-'
tives, who were constituted a commission to sit during the recess
- of the Legislature. This revision was finally submitted to the
Legislature at an adjourned session; Septembef 1; 1905; and was
enacted and»approved on that date, and takes effect January l; 1904."
In the State Library now we have collected énd set apart
in a section of a case by itself as complete a set of all the early
laws and reporfs.of the coﬁmissioners on revisioh and revisions of
“the'stétutes as describedrin the foregoing prefatory note as we have

Yeen able to find and get together.

Summer Library School.
Fach Summerwfor.the last few years. there has been conduéted'by
the Maine Library Commission a Summer School of three weeks, under
a competent iﬁstructor for the purpose of aiding £hose engaged in
library work, especially in the smaller libraries who have not had
the 5enefit of a course in a regular librarf school. The pﬁrpose
of this summer school is not to train, equip and send forfh librarians

or library workers; and no certificate of proficiency is given to




- 14 -

any student who takes this three weeks' course, as naturally it
would not be possible in a course of three weeks to teach the
wnole science of library work to a beginner. The purpose of the
school is merely as above stated, to furnish assistance to those
wno already are engaged in library work or have positions secured.

During the last summer, 1912, from August 6 to 22, the
Summer Library School was conducted in the room of the Judiciary
Committee at the State‘House. The instructor was HNrs. Belle
Holcomb Johnson df’Hartford; Conn. who 1is the visitor of the public
libraries of Connecticut.

This matter comes more properly under the ﬁrovince of fhe
Library Comm1351on and is doubtless reported in full in the
report of the Commission, but as the school was conducted last

summeriin the State House it seemed to me well that mention should

bte made of the fact in this report.

Exhibits of Rare and Curious Books relating to

Maineo

Dﬁring’the past year I discovered early in the course of

- my ferm in tnis office that the State Library possessed a number of
intéresting and‘rare books and documents pertaining to the history
of the State of Maine, but before this time scattered about in

various places in the State Library, in drawers, in desks and

locked up in safes. It seemed to me that it was not only wise

to preserve these objects, but also that they should be made

vailable for use and should be exhibited in some way for the
I, there-

asure of being v1ewed by v181tors to the Library. ,

plea
fore, by the courtesy of the Superlntendent of Public Buildings
’ -




obtained a glass show-case and have nad it set upon a counter
in a prominent place in the library, and have put in this show-

case all of the before mentioned rare and curious books, papers,

i

and documents which we possessed which have a bearing upon the

history of our State,vso that they are now accessible to the

. public and may be seen and read. And also as it seemed to me

the “very fact of having these on exhibition will be the means of

bringing more of such books, papers, and documents into the State

Library to be preserved for future generations. My confidence

in this respect was early justified by the fact that immediately
two or three well wishers of the library and loyal sons of Maine

donated to this exhibit a few other papers of interest.
It would be tdo long a 1list to publish of all the books and

documents which are in this case, but two very rare purchases which

we have made and added to the exhibit deserve attention as they

will prove to te of great interest to =zll students who are engaged

in working upon the history of Maine., - They are the following:

1. An early Portland imprint: VA narrative of the

Extraordinary Sufferings of Mr. Robert Forbes, His Wife and Five

Children, during an Unfortunate Journey through the Wilderness from

Canada to Kemnebec River, in the year 1784; in which three of their

children were starved to death. Taken partly from their own mouths

andpartly from an imperfect Journal; and compiled at their request.

By Arthur Bradmen, Portland: Printed a2t Thomas Baker Walt's

office, 1791." Full crushes levant morocco by Sanford.

A detail.of some particular services performed in
Compiled

o

“ e

Americay during the years 1776, 1777, 1778 and 1779.

from Journals and original papers supposed to be chiefly taken
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from the journal kepf on board the ship Rainbow, commandeéd by
Sir George Collier, while on the American Station during that
period: giving a minute account of many important attacks on
towns énd~p1aces, expeditions sent up rivers, skirmishes, nego-
tiations, etc.; somé of which are nowhere else correctly repre-
'sented; and many»others not as minutely described in the histories
of that period. Printed for Ithiel Towh, from a manuscript
obtained by him, while in Lbndon, in the summer of 1830. New»York;
1835.. | ’
| Among the exhibits in this case the following deserve pafti-
cular mentioﬁ.‘ |

Yorld's Columbian Exposition HMedal, 1893.

Paris Exposition Medal. 1960.

Original edition of the proceedings of the Maine Constitu-
‘tional.Constitution, 1819, with autograph of vaernor Inoch Lincoln
on the title-page.

Sullivan's History of the District of HMaine, with map, 1795.

Bickerstaff's Boston Almanack, 1792. |

Fleet's Almanack and Héssachusetts Register, 1753.

Massachusetts Register, 1809. |

Maine Register, 1820.

Autograph letters by James Sullivan, 1806; Villiam D. William-
son, 1824;‘Gener$1‘Henry Dearborn, 1813; ¥illiam Pitt Fesseﬁden;

1848.

Captain Daniel Taylor's commission from Governor Jonathan

Belcher, 1737.

Captain Zachariah Gibsons commission from Governor Robert

Dunlap, 1834. (Donated by Mr. E. P. Horton.)
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Captain John Phinney's commission from Governor Thomas

Pownall, 1758.

Gla?vil on Witches. Saducismus Triumphatus; Or, Full
and Plain evidence concerning Witches and Apparitions. In two
parts, The first tréating of their possibility; The second of

their real existence. By Joseph Glanvil, late Chaplain in

ordinary to Kis Majesty, and fellow of the Royal Society. London,

1689. .
Traveling Libraries.

The department of traveling'libra;ies belongs particularly
and eSpécially under the charge of the Iaine Library Cdmmiésion§
and a report in tull in regard to the work of this Commission is
made by the Chairman of the Commission. But as the State Libra-
rian is éx-officio‘Secretary of the Haine Library‘Commission, and by
reason of that fact is required to do the work of keeping up |
the traveling'librafies and attending to the loaning and circulation
of the libraries; it is fitting that a2 few words shoﬁld now be
written in.regard to the present condition of the travelingilibrary
department of the State Library. It may be confidently said
fhat the‘traveling libraries have proved to be a great blessing
especially to out-of-fhe way communities in the State, and have
amply justified the wisdom of the Legislaturé in originally enact-
ing a law estatlishing the traveling libraries and providipg'for their
In many a little town and village far removed from

circulation.

the centers of cultivation, book-making and book learning, these

1ittle libraries of fifty books each have come like a heaven-sent

-
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blessing. The many letters which we have received, and which
are on file in the ofiice of the State Librarian attest this

. fact. They are not only educative in their purpose and their
accomplishment, bﬁt they are also by reason of the wise provision

of law in providing that each library should contain thirty books

of fiction and twenty books of other works, a great boon to the
people in the small communities who get works of fiction only with
great difficulty. Many of those communities have not only no

Library'of taelr own, but have no book store where any book at all

can be bought. Than all that is necessary for them to do is to

write to the State Library and they receive a number of sample lists

of traveling libraries which are on hand at present and a blank

application for a library. They then select from those lists the

library that they want and sign the aprlication blank and remail

it to the State Library together with the fee required by law to

cover the transportation charges, which is $2.50. At once, then,

the traveling library that has been selected is shipped by express

to the town where it is wanted and the members who applied for it

mey keep it six months, and if,
a reading club by c1rcu1at1ng the fifty books among themselves

they are falrly well prov1ded with reading matter for the whole six

monnths.

The State Library‘also makes up special libraries upon special

sutjects such as history, or American Eistory, or English History,

Ahgriculture, or libraries suited to teachers, and so on, upon almost

every common subject upon which books have been written. By reason

of the fact that the law requires that the tra aveling libraries shall

ontain thirty books of late and standard fiction and the other

as usually happens they have organized

—




twenty btooks of general literature it becomes necessary that

i ' ) ) ' bein%) : '

the State Librarian should,as above noted Secretary ex-officio
of the Library Commissioq)purchase a large number of the latest

popular fiction. From one point of view this might be considered -

ty some people who are interested in liktraries, and have the good

of libraries at heart as a misfortune,in that,as they would say,

it is almost unthinkable that the public moneies chould be wasted

in buying the latest popular fictioﬁ waich is as ephemerai as the
sunsnine b% an Apfil’day. But however true it is that such books
- have no lasting value, rapidly going to the scrap heap, and are
dead and forgotten within two years of the timelwhen they are writ=

en,, yet because of the fact that the patrons of the traﬁeling

libraries who live in out of the way communities cannot easily pur-
chase books of fiction and_wouid rather not have a traveling lidbrary

at all unless it did contain some of the latest popudar fiction, it

is apparent that that provisidon of law,allowing thirty books to be

late znd standard fiction,is not only a wise provision but one

absolutely necessary.

At the present time there are belonging to the State of Maine

176 travéling libraries. = The total number of volumes in the

traveling library department is estimated at 10,000. The total

number of volumes selected and packed in groups of fifty already to

ma¥Xe up a traveling library is 8,500.

During the month of December 1912, the average number of

traveling libraries out and in use was 98. The average number of

traveling libraries in the State Library not called tor was 78. From

Movember 1lst, 1911 to November lst, 1912, a period of one year, our
records show that 228 travelingvlibraries were applied for and sent -




out. The libraries upon special subjects which appear to be

most popular with students, clubs, and groups of students, are
those relating to History and Literature, chiefly English history,

American History and the History of Haine. And principally English

Literature, although some interest also has been shown in the

history and literature of Spain. I annex hereto a copy of a

"list of one of the general traveling libraries as =2 sample of the

average of the traveling libraries. This list will show as_well

~as a dozen lists about how the averags tiraveling library is made

up‘and of what  books composed.




OO

-
s

")

'

b et s
O O g L 1

17

bt fd
O W

20
21
09

o s

23
25
2

23
29
30

31

’?,
S
g

et
54
35
G6H
37
38
39
40
41
3
453
44
45
46
47
43
49
50

Travelins Librery Ho. 340-7T.

Horocco. Se Le Toansusabde
In the time of the Pharashs. Alesxandre “oret.

fmerican idealss Theo. Hoopevelt.

John Guincy Adams. Je Te iiOrsse.

The trus Thomas Jefferson. s W. Curtie.

Wild flowerse. Chase. Bradford,

Side-lizhtsy on the Georgian psriod. Gien. Patson,
Land of riddles; Russia of today. Hugo Ganze
Cotton. C. ¥. Xurkstt. '

Frederick Douzlasa. DBooksr Veshington.

Literary laadmarks of ILondon. Iaursnce Hutton.
Hodarn nolitical institutiona. Simenn . EBnldwin.
Daniszn 1ifs in town =2nd country. J233is 3rochnar.
Imnostors and adveniurers. . 7. Fullsre

The mindof the master. John Tatson.

-1

Hayfair, Eelgravia and Bayswater. G. 7. Mitton and others.,

Eye 9DV “ma. Hamilton Givson,

Battle for the Pacifice.

Bea-beach at edbb tide. Augusta Foote Arnold.
Sebastian Rale., John ¥. Sprague.

Streat called Straighte. Basil King.
Hoosler chronicle. eredith Hicholson.

Blue wall. HRichard W. Child.

Lighted way. ¥. P. Oppenhein.

Postmagtere. Jos. lincaln.

The turnstile. A. E. ¥, Hason.

Recording sngel, Corra Harris.

White shield. dyrile Beed.

Their yesterdays. Harold Bell “right.

Rad lane. Holman Zay.

Redeve. H. "Rider Haggard.

Fran. John B. 2Ellis.

Gussts of Hercules, C. 4. & A. i, ¥illiamson.
John Rawn. Imerson Hough.

The moth. “Jm. Dana Orcutt,.

My lady's garter. Jacques Futrella.

The guardian., F. O. Bartleti.

#ilhelmina changes her mind. Florence ii. Kingsley.
The bandbvox. Louls J. Vances v
Folly of the Hospital staff. TZmma C. Dowde
Red cross girl. Richard Harding Davis. '
Charge it. JIrving RBacheller,

Sacret of Lonesome Cove. B. H. idazmS.

Man in lonely land. Xate D, FEoshare

Fhare there'e a will. Iinary Roberts Rinenart.
The oldnest. Lupert Hughese.

Paviare. Grant Richards.

Castle of doubt. H. J. 7hitson.

Just znd the unjust. Vaughan Xester.

Sizn at sixe. Stewart 3. Vhite.

N




State Library Rulletin.

The law governing the State Library requires that it shall
keep in touch with the work of other State Libraries and other
large libraries through the United States, and that it shall also
keep in touch and aid the various public libraries in Maine. A
most efficient means for both of the above offices ié by publishing

a quarterly Library Bulletin for exchange and distribution as is

the practice in other states. In the year 1911 one bulletin had

been published but since February 1912 the Bulletins have been -
_ published‘regﬁlarly'each three»months. This Bulletin is éspecidﬂy
helpful to the smaller libraries in Maine as lt keeps them informed
of what the State Library is doing and what books it is purchasing,
and what it can do to help the sméller 1ibréries. - This Bulletin

is about the size of the average of the largest State Libraries in

the country and is exchanged for the bulletins of all the other

libraries throughout the country, and is also sent to all the

public 11brar1es in Mzine, and to al1 persons in the State who we

think are interested in library worke.
Last fall we suceeded in having the post-office department

admit the bulletin to the mails as second-class matter, so that

now the eXpense of mailing the Bulletin is so very small as to be

7 almost a negllglble consideration.
The only expense therefore of gettlng out the bulletln is the .

cost of printing it which averages about $15.00 once each three

months and is an excellent investment for the State Library.

Legislative Reference Bureau.

Wnen the Maine State Library was originallyAcreated by law




the intention of the lLegislature was plainly that the State

Library should be a library for the Legislature; and should be

so built up as to be of direct assistance to the Legislature, its

members and committees in the business of law making. This doubt-

less was the object in the tounding of most state libraries through-

out the COuntry; but as time went on the State Library grew until

it became a large law library aod a large general public library.

It still of comrée contained a great deal of material useful to

the Legisléture,’but it had completely outgrown its original

objecf. .

Within the last ten or twelve years a number of the states

have takenﬁhold of thé proposition of making their state 1ibtaries

onco again of direct assistance to the Legislature, and more

efficiently’and scientifically than ever before. Wisconsin started

with the establishment of a ILegislative Reference Bureau énd it

is today coosidered the best equipped Legislative Reference Bureau

in the countrye. | |
.The Congress has considered the matter of a Congressional

Referenoe”Bureau to be a department of the Library of Congress, and

the Librarian of Congress has stroncly recomnended it, but beyond

some hearings no action has yet been taken by Congress, But the

example of Wisconsin has'been folloﬁed by ten or twelve states

and it is a well known fact that no state that has ever created a

legislative Reference Bureau has afterwards aboiished'it, and each

state has increased its appropriation for its Legislative Reference

Bureau a2t each session.

The object of the Bureau is to collect and collate material

and information necessary or useful to the Legislature, its
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vmembers and its committees to keep at work at that business during
the long vacation hetween sessions, so that when the session begins
material will be available and ready at hand to meet almost every
imaginable call that can be made on the Bureau by members or
committees of the Legislature.
Such a Bureau keeps in touch with the work of the Legislature

in -the other States and in Canada and England so that it is able
to inform members of the Legislature as fo what legislation has
been.enacted and what has been proposed upon every subject which is
of material interest to the people at the moment. 1In addition these
Legislative ReferencevBureauB send letters to the newly elected
members of each Legislétu:e informing them that thé Bureau is at
‘their service to supply material and information upon any subject
which a member of the Legislature may be éonsidering for the pur-
pose of proposing legislation af the coming session.

In addition most of the Bureaus in the different states have
in their‘corps of assistants an expeft drafter who is trained
in the law and who'islable-tg embody the views of any member of
the Legislatﬁre upon any proposed subject of legislation in.the
correct znd legal form of a draft of a bilil.

No such Bureau has of course ever been established in Maine,

‘although there has been some talk of it in the past. The present

State Librarian felt that the State Library contained enosugh material

on its shelves so that if attention should be given to the matter

a fairly good Legislative Reference Pureau could be put_in operation

at this session of the Legislature; at least in an experimental
stage, and even without a special appropriation.

As much work on that line has been done during the last fgw

months . as was possible with the lack of an organization and with
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the lack of an appropriation. All the members of the Legisla-
~ture were informed that if they would communicéte with the State
Librariaﬁ informing him as to what matters of proposed legislation
they had in mind, the State Library would send them as soon as
possible‘briefs of information as to what had been done and what
had been proposed in other states in the countr&. That offer ﬁas
aécepted by quite a number of tHe newly elected members.of the ‘
Legislature and we think fhat so far as the work has gone it has
 been satisfactory to those members who asked for informétion, and
fhat they are pleased with the service.
During the session bf the Legislature one member of the

staff of the Library will devote practically all her time and
attention, under the direction of the State Librarian,.to collect
and collate material Upbn various subjects of ﬁublic interest ﬁhich
may be of assistance to membefs and committees of the Legislature.
In addition the State Library has made érrangeménts with most of the
other states in‘which their iegislatures are in session to exchange
printed copies of biils and reports of a public nature, so that we
‘expect thét from day to day we will receive at the State Library
printed copiesrbf bills and reports that have been introduced in
most of the other Legislatures which are in sessioﬁ thisfwinter..
‘It is to be hoped that'the Législature will see the advantage of
having a permanent Legislative Reference Bureau established as a
department of the State Library‘to continue and increase the work,

and that it will enact a law to that effect giving a reasonable

appropriation for the purpose of carrying on thg work during the

vacation between sessions. The fact tnat the Legislative Reference

Bureau of the Stéte Library would draft bills for any and all members




of the Legislature who desired to have it done, would alone
be enough to justify an appropriation for the creation and carry-

ing on of such a Bureau.

Scarce Books in the Mapine State Librarye.

The following is a list of law books possessed by the State
of Haine which are known to be very scarce throughout the country
and are very véluable.<, I publish the list here so that it will
be pﬁeserved fof future reference as it is worth while to know it.

Cranch U. S. Supreme Couft Reports. 9 vols.

United States Court of Claims. 1 to 24,

United States Attorney General's Opinions. 1 to 16.
- Arkansas. 1 to 42,

Connecticut., Kirby, Root and Day. 8 vols.

Al abama. | All to Vol. 124.

Delaware.  All. |

District of_Columbia. Appeals.,

Florida. 1l to 31, ‘

New Hampshire. Vol. 6, 10, 21, 45, 46, 47.
A;Hew York S@rroga£e.

‘Norfh Carolina Chancery.

Soutn Carolina. Ali to Vol. 20, new series.

Vermont. N, Chipman, D. Chipman, Brayton, Aiken and

Volse. 59 to 70 inclusive.




Yhat the State Library is Doing for the Cause of Education
in the State of Uaine. |
lst. Preserves and makes accessiﬁle to students the
histories of towns and counties, and books and manuscripts re-
lating téfthe history of Maine.
. 2nd. Provides a reference library for the free use of every
student in the State.

3rd. -Aids the work of study clubs, by advice upon. the

matter of the courses of study, and by providing and sending to such

clubs special libraries on the subjects being studied.
4th. Sends traveling 1iﬁraries made up of books selected

with greatrcare‘to all communities applying for them, regardless
of how out-of-the-way the community may bes:

Sth. Suppleménts the resources of all local librarieé, by
sending them books which they have not, and often cannot affﬁrd
to purchase on account of their cost..

6th. Advises and assists librarians of the smaller libraries
whenever requzsted. 7

7th. - Under £hé:directibn of the Xaine Library Commission,
but out of the ﬁundékapperriated by the State'fdr,the maintenance
of traﬁéling librafiés, éonducts a Summer Library School of three

weeks, with a competent instructor for the instructing and assist-

ing of library<workers; which course of instruction is entirely free

ard without expense to the students.
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desirable it may be, is perfect

only continually aim higher and

"Financial Statement of the State Library for the Years

1911 and 1912.

For 1911, Amt. Appropriated.
Haintenance, Increase and General expenses, $11,725.00
Free Public Libraries..c.ceseecececaconccsas 7,000.60

‘Donation for’Founding Free Pub. Libraries. 700.00
Traveiing.Libraries....................... 2,500.00.
Salany_of'Librarian.;.......;............; 1,200.00
Salary of Lib'n és Sec. to iib. Commission.. 300.00
Salary of Assistant Librariafie....eeeeeeee. 1,200.00

For 1912.

¥aintenance, Increase and General Exgenses, 11,735.00

Free Public Libraries.icsciscisviriiriecssnasesa?,000.00

Donation for Founding Free Pub. Librariese.... 700.00

Librar'ies. ® % & & ® % 5 5 % P SO 2O S 'A‘ L 2N J o-“.‘g"SO0.00
Liﬁrarianl O-. LI I N D I B IR BN I I I DT DN I B BN I BN ) .O.l,?-oo.oo
Lib'n as Sec. to Library Commission.. 300.00

Salary of Assistant Librarian..eeseesececsssssl,200.00

" General Remarks and Suggestions.

In closing I desire to say that no institution, howeve

or ever can become perfect

steadily higher towards per

Expended.
7,395, 34
6,784.19
300.00
1,704.10
1,20000

300.00

1,200.00

11,128.51
6,678.92
000.00

1,614.45

1,200.00

- 300.00

1,200.00

r
but can

fection,

so although the State Library is now a most admirable library and

compares favorably with the State Libraries of any state in the
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country and is better than some states whose population is larger
than that of .laine, yet there are some improvements that are needed
to make it still a more useful institution to the government and
the public of the state. As I have suggested before the time is
rapidly apprcaching when either the state must give its library a
modern up-to-date building to itself, or must epend from .i;‘uls’,obo to
$25,000 on rearranging the shelves so that by means of what may be
called a doubie-decking arrangement nearly as many books again can
be put into the'main library room a2s are at nresant in it,

It is not merely the fact that tae library has almost $12, 000
a year to spend upon its maintenance 2nd increase, but it is also
that by means of its exchanges with other states and countries the
library receives éo many books each month that its normal rate of |
increase is much larger than the other public libraries. This
increase musﬁ Qf course be taken cars of by proper shelviné room
because a library ﬁﬁose'book stacks and shelves afe so poorly arrénged
that #% its patrons cannot easily and convéniently get at the books
they want is worse than useless for it is an aggravation and an
exaspérationFto know from the catalovuas that vseful books‘are’

in the llbrary and to be unable to find them or to get at them easily

bccause from lack of shelvmo room toey are stored away or packed

in dark corners or laid flat on the floor. - It is to be hoped

"that the Legislature will see the wisdom of apprépriating sufficient
money tto build a modern up-to-date State Litrary building which will

be a metter of pride to the people of Maine for years to come.

I would also suggest that since the state considere the matter
of libraries and llbrary 1nstructlon important enovgh to hire a high
salaried 1nstructor for three weeks in summar and to maintain a- free

library school for that pPrlOd forits library workers in different
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parts of the state it would only be a short step and a very wis.

step further to employ permanently throughout the year an 1nstructor

one
asals employed for three weeks only in summer and to requlre that

that instructor be also a visitor and director of publlc libraries
throughout_the'State which receives state eid.

chh a permanent instructer and visiting director would
easily earn his or her salary in the great good that he would
accomplishtin-the‘different perts of the state. = I nave alresady
suggeete@ in the special division in whiéh‘l discussed the matter
of a_LegieletiveﬂReferenpe.B&reau’that the time is certaiﬁly'ripe
for the creation of sueh?e'Bureau as.a department of the State
Livrary. All theiadvaneed and progressive states of the Union
either have al;eady estatlished such a Bureau or are establishing

it. Haine ought not to ‘be behind hand in tais very important

movement. Toconsider for a moment the little matter of the expense
of it and to let the little matter of the expense stand in the way
of thls valuable and much needed improvement is nothlng less than

"Penny w1se and pound foollsh. I would sugcest and stroncly

recommend that future State lefarians continue to publish the
ate ulbra:y Bullntln recularly in the future as in the past and
that the llttle exhibit of rare and curious boo&s, paperw and
documente perteining to the history of the State of Haine be pre-
‘served and kept together and fostered so that it will increase and
form the basis of a State Library Archives of the history of Maine,
And that a proper case be provided for its'exhibition and, for its

‘maintenance and increase.

Respectfully-submitted

/8/ %% /M%M

January 1, 1913.






