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.htly n, 201s 

!X-rdrtmmt t•fHcollh nnd Human SC'rvu '~' 
Cnmmi~sioner'5 Office 

2ZI Stall? Slreel 
11 Sta!~ H•)U."<' Station 

Auf.'USt.l, M,tine OL"B3-t1011 
Tel. (207) 28i-3707 

Fax (207) 21!7 ·:l0il5; TTY (800) 606-0215 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

Senator Michael Thibodeau, President nrthe Senate, and Representative Mark 
Eves, Speaker nl' the Hou~e 

Mary C. lvfayhew, Commissio.ncr ~~ / ~ 
Department of Health and Human Ser.iceSf' /fA--y- ......-'-.__ 

SUBJECT: State "luclear Safety Inspector ' s Januarv throu~;h May 2014 Mpmh!v Reports to 
the Legislature on the llltcrim Spent F\tcl Storage Faciliw in Wiscasset, Maine 

Legislation enacted in the spring of 2008 requires the State Nuclear Safety lll~pector to 
provide monthly reports to the Preside11t vfthe Senate, Speaker of the House, the U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commi~sit)n, <~.nd :Maine Yankee. The reports focus on activities at the site and 
include highlights of the national debate on storing and dispvsing of the used nuciC<\r fuel. Fvr 
your convenience, highlights of local and naLitmal events are captured in the extlcutive summary 
of the reports. 

The enclosed rejX)rts provide the information requirtld under Title 22 of tbc Maine 
Revised Statutes Annotated §666, as enacted under Public Law, Chapter 539, in the ~<.:ond 
re~:ular session of the ! 23"' Legislature 

Should you have questions about its content, please feel free to ctmtad )..ir. Patrick J . 
Do~tie, Sune Nuclear Safety Inspector. at 2!!7-672 1. 

MCM!klv 

l.!nclosurc 

cc: Mark Lombard, C.S. Nuclear Regulatory Cnmmi~sien 
Monica Ford, U.S. 1\uclear Regulattlry Commission, Region ! 
J. Stanley BrtlV.11, Independent Spent Fuel Storage Installation Manager, Maine Yankee 
l{olly Lusk, Senior Ilealtb Policy Advisor 
Kenneth Alb-crt, Director, Maine Center for Disease Centro! and Prevention 
Patricia W. Aho, Commissioner. Department of Environmental Prmectivn 
T1molhy Schneider, Maine Public Advocate 
I .ieutemmt Scot Ireland, Special Services Unit, Maine State Police 
Nnncy Deardslcy, Director, Division ui' F:nvirvnmenta.l Ilealth 
Jay IIyla..lld. PE. Ylanager, Radiation Control Program 

lX,..'''ImI:nl "fH,,,LOlanJ Hum"n~ • ." 
C'>mmi.ori ..... r" Ollie .. 

221 !:old ll' 5Ir....t 
11 StaI .. He",-"" Sbotion 

Auy,u~U. " 1.>1"" ()L'\3.1.OOJ. l 
Tt'I. (21J71287-371l'7 

Fax (lO'7) lIC7 ·lIKI5;TTY (tIO)1606-0215 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Senator /l.Iichac:l Thi ixldcau, P!\.'Sidelll "nh.; S~m.te.1Uld Rc prcscoLa1ive Mark 
Evl."S, Speaker " r lhe House 

m OM: M .... y C. Muyl:nv. Commisslcr.er 4~ /. ~ 
[)cpIl..11!J:cnt of H.:aUh am.I HUll"an Servic#.A'b r ' f~ 

Legi~llltion ~nactcd ill the ~pring () f 2008 r~quires the State Nuckar S a fet~ l11 .pc:ctor to 
provide monthly reports to the Pre"i<krit (If the SelUlle, Speaker of too Hou,e, \he U, S. 1\uclcar 
Regulatory Cnmmi ~~i')ll, and. \.fairu: YWlkee, The reports fOCliS nn ad;viLks at the site and 
incl ud.e high \ighl> of the mruonal de bate on storing and. uisposing of the used nuclear rue\. For 
)'Ollr cOllvenience, highlights of localllnu ~ l1ll(lnal events arc captured in the o))<a:ulive summary 
of u.c reports. 

~ enclosed repvrtl; provide the infomlalion requirnlun ll!'l Title 22 oftl:e Maine 
Revi::;etl S tatutes Annotated §66/i, as enacted W>Ikr Public Law, Chap:e: 539, ililhe '<eCOI'!U 
fel.'tllar session of !he 123nt LcgisllilLure 

Should you ha\'" qUl'sLioll~ about its content, please fed free I{} conLao:! ~k Patrick J. 
Dostie, Slate Noclcar Safety lmpeeror . at 2 ~7· e>72 1. 

MC~!klv 

Ene lo~UTc 

cc: Mark Lombard. L.S. Nuclear Rcgulatm-y C(lmm;s~ion 
Monica Ford, U.S. r-; .. elear R~ gtll 1l.1.ory Commission, Region J 
J. Sianley Rm"'ll, loot1X'r.deDt Spent Fuel Storage lnru.l lauon M;Il\iIller, Mlilille Ya!lkee 
Holly Lt;s.L Senior I1ealt.'! Policy Advio;or 
KeruIClh Albert. Uireelo r, Maille Center for Disease Cm!trol lUld Prevention 
Patrici~ W. Ahn, Commissioner. Depanment ofl:.mi romnental Prm <:eliO"l 
TlmoLh y Schneider, Maine ?ublic :\dvocatc 
l .ietlteiulIlt Soot Ird!llld, Spc<:ia l Scrvi~ \ Jni t, Ma"", Slate Polic e 
Nnncy Deardsky. Director, Di ~i~lon <If F.l'lV il'l)T1 mental I Iealth 
Jay IIyland. PE, .Yiana!!er. Radiation ConlT<,11 P".Jb'rdlIl 



State Nuclear Safety Inspector 01lice 
Maine CDC- DHHS 

february 2014 Month ly H.eport to the Legislature 

Executive Summary 

The report covers activities ;1( the Maine Yaukce lt,dcpemltml Spent Fuel Storage In~tallation (ISFSI) facility, 
including the State's on-going environmental radiution ~urveilhmce and provides upduttl~; (lll the national effort 
to licen~e <llld construct a consolidated intc:rirn ~t(m.tge tl1cility andior a pcrman.:nt geologic repository for the 
disposal of spent nuclear fuel. Maine's goul i~ ro 1mwe the fS FSJ waste stored at :V[aine Yankee to one uflhe~e 
facilities. The report's highl ight~ assist readers to focus on the signilicant uctivities that took place both locally 
and nationally during the month. 

Local 

• Maine Yankee informed the :\uclcar Rcgulatmy Commission (NRC) of a change m rnanagement at their 
storage facility in Wiscasset. The Site Vice President retired from his pnstlion and a new ISI'SI 
.\1anagcr was appointed 

National: 

• The National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners, the Nuclear .lincrgy lnstil\tle, am.l 16 
Nudt:ur I Hili lies filed with and at the request of th~ D.C. CircLtil Court of Appeals their opposition tCJ the 
De:part:ment of Energy' s (DOE) petition for reheanng en bane (fu ll comt) to continue collecting its 
Yucca :Yiountain tees. 

• ll1~ DOF.'s \Vaste Isolation Pilot .Plant (WII'P) in New :Vlt:x•co experienced !Ul unplanned release o f 
airhome radioactive material from the nation's first geologic repository for the permanent di~'fXJsal of 
d~fenStl-genernted transuranic waste (radioactive elemffits that ure heavier tluw w-anium) !ell over from 
re:;.:urch and production of nuclear weapons. 

• After rccci'Vi ng notilicalion on Februm)' 19 from the Carlsbad Environmt:ntal Monitoring and Research 
Cent~ that an airborne release of radioactive material was detected abuve ground, the :-.Jew \ 1cxico 
P.nvironmenl Dep<mment issued an Order directing tlu; DOE and i ts contracted \Vll:'l' operator, 1\uclear 
Waste Partnership, to cease accepting any further shipments of rransuranic wa~le li-ol)) olf-site 
generators. 

• The DO F. ref\l$cd the )IRC's Kovcmbcr 201 3 Order requesting a supplemenllll environmental impact 
st<tl~ment (EIS) on f:.'roundwater impacts at the Yucca Mountain si te and instead asserted that il will 
provide an updated version of its July 2009 report to the NRC on the post closure ~round water impact~ 
for the geologic repository. 

• The 1\RC staff issued a paper summarizing the public feedback on its Waste C\mlidence- proposed rule 
fnr continued indelinite storage t•f spent nuclear fuel that included I ,400 indtvtduals attending the Waste 
C:onlidence public meetings with nearly 500 providing or.U comment:;, over 33.000 written items of 
correspondence, which resulted in 9,000 unique cnmmenls on the draft generic environmental impact 
SllltCDlCnt. 

• ll111 Council o f Stale Govemmems :Midwestern Office lran~mitled the Interregional Team's lirst 
progress n~porl lo the DOE on the development of pol icies and J1mc-edu(es for implementing Section 
I !!Oc: of the Nuclear Waste Policy Act, which govcms how Ihleral f"unds will be disbursed tn stale and 
k1cul govenunents for training and equipping local re.sponders fl1r transportatiot, of spent nuclear fuel 
within their jurisdictions. 

State Nuclear Safety Inspector Ollice 
Maine CDC - DHHS 

February 201 4 Month ly Report to the Legis lature 

Executive SUmUl!1ry 

The report eovcr!! (l.c!iv ili ~, a! the M aine Y Mk.x: Il1dcp<.'TH.knl S pent Ftle! Storagc JIl~t.a\Il\ti "n (ISFSI) facility, 
ind till ing the S l.l\l~·s ol1"going environlllental radH!li"n surveilhmce and provides upJ.'!le~ ,111 the national efforl 
In li~o:n~e und constnlct a consolidated int~nm ,to'"Ulle J~dlity IlIldior a pwnammt Il~ololli~ repo! irOI1' for th~ 
di,posuJ. of spont Iluclear fueL \h\m~ ' s !lou) is 10 mov~ the ISI'SI wa,re Mored at v1!.linc Ynnkcc to One nnhe~ 
fac ilities. I he report's )'ighhgh ll> as;ist read ers 10 focus on tile signi ti ~anl a~li\'ities that took place hnlh loo;.a]ly 
and nalj,mally during the month , 

Local 
• M"ille Yllnkee infunncd the :\ud car Regulutury Commission (NRC) ofa change In mallagmlent m their 

Slol1lgc facility in Wisca.<;'~L The Sile Vice President £\.'tircd from his pusl ti lJn :md a new ISI'SI 
\ 'IMager "'';I., apfX'intro 

National: 
• n,~ Nat" ",al As;.<J<;i ation of RCllu!nlory Ulility Commis., ;()ners , th ~ N uclear linctgy I nsti tl lt~, ~1l(1 16 

NlId~aT l!li!i lies fi led with and at the roquest of th ~ D,C Cir~ui t Coun of Appeals their oppooitioll to lh ~ 

n~partm~nt of Energy's (LlO!;) petil ion for r ~h~ar1ng: tn han~ (fu ll court) 10 W!'It;n lltl w1k cting its 
Yucca 1 10uutllin fees , 

• ~ OOF.'~ Wasle Isolation Pilot f lanl (WIt'P) 111 ~ew "I~ ~ ,co experienced /Ill unplanned Td~"-,,, o f 
aim .. m~ n ... hUaClive material from the nation'~ first I\ ... n)ugic Iq>U5hory for the pcrmancnl m:<pllsal of 
clefense-genmlled lralIsuranic "'1ISIC (md iooct;~c Ckrnt.'n L~ tlral are heavier t1uIn uranium) le ll "'.,.. from 
~ul'ch and production of illIClcar wC3pon~ 

• After receiving ootilicatitm on Febnmry 19 from the Carlsbad En~ironmt:lllal Monitoring and Research 
C~nl"" Ihat un aiIborne release of rlldioacti\'C nlaterial wa s dcta;ted aboH~ ground. the ;-lew \ 1c"iC(, 
F.nvllonmenl Department issm:d an Order dirctting the OOF. ~OO ill> cunlra~ Wll'1' opcral,Or, 1\w; lear 
W..:;1.e Pl1Ii nership, to cca>e ac.:.::phng any ('I.IIther shipments o f tmnsuronic was\t: ('rom olf-site 
gener~tors. 

• Th~ n OF rel'l.Ist:d the )IRe's l\'ovcmber 20 13 Ordcr rcqtl~.'li ll !l: U ~~pl~lllenta l envirOlUnental '"'pad 
stu~m~n l (F.lS) Qn b'r0l100w!ller impacts al Ihe Yucca Mrllmlain ,i te and Lnslcnd asserted that 11 will 
Jl1l.lVid~ an lIpd10led version of it s Jll ly 200~ Icport In the NRC on the p<Jst cl09U!e gtollnd\\'ater 'mpac,l~ 
for the geologic repository, 

• The I\ RC !ltalT i~s...,<1 a papo:I ~ummarizinllthe public feedback on il s Wa.,te C'on lidenc:e - proposed ru le 
f()r conTi nuoo ;TMldimte sturdge Qf spent nude:\! fucl that included 1,4(lO imhvI<1 uals aneruiing the Waste 
C'tmliIknL~ public meeTings with nearly 500 providing oral oomwtmT.s. over 33.000 "Tiltcn items u f 
~OlrellPOooelltc, which resulted in 9,000 unique C()mmellts 01.1 !he draft generic enyjmnmomlai impact 
statement , 

• TIN Coun..,; t " I' Slate Guvernmell1S ).t idwCSlCrn Office Irdn~m iUed tile Intcrregional Te:om'~ liTh! 
progres.. n.:p"II In the OOF, 011 the developruclU of pol iciG3 1000 pmcedures for implemenling Sa:lilm 
I RI'lc <o r tlr~ Nudtar Waste Policy Aet, which governs how t .... d~r.1l fimds will be d i~burscd t" ~I,;I~ and 
h,l\:101 go\'cm ments for training and equipping local r~'p: rn <.krs fm trllllSportllt ion of ~~I nuclear fucl 
wi thin their illl'isdictions. 



Introduction 

As part of the Ucpartment of Health and !Iuman Scrvit:~' long standing overs1ght of Maine Yankee's nuclear 
activities under Title 22, Maine Revised Statutes (MRS) §666 (2), lcgislauon was enacted in the xet."{md re!,'Uiar 
session of the 123"1 and signed by Governor John Baldacci requiring that the Stale '\uclear Safety ln~pec.tor 
prepare a momhly repml on !he oversight activit ius p~rlbm1ed at the lSFS!facilily loc!Lted in Wiscasset, Maine. 

The Slate Inspector's individual activities lin· the p!lst month arc highlighted under certAin broad categories. as 
i lhL~lrated bek1w. Since some adivilies are periodic and ongoing, there may be some montl1s when very little 
W1l1 be reported under that category. It is recOUllliCtldcd for reviewers to examine previtHJ.S reports to cnsttrtl 
t:onnectivity with the information presented as it WOllld he cumbersome to continuously repe<~t prior information 
in every report. Past reports are available from the Rmliation Control Program· s web site at the following link: 
ww\v.mainerw.liatitlllt:ontrol.or!! and by clicking on the nuclear safety link in the ldl hand margin. 

Commencing with the January 20 I 0 rq>ert., the glossary aud the historical perspe(;tivc addendum are no longer 
induded in the report. Instead, lhis in!ornwtiou is available at the Radiation Control Pm&ram's website noted 
above. In some situations, the ti>mnotes may include some ha.~tc. infom1arion and may rctlirect the reviewer to 
the website. In October 2011, the format of the report '"·a.~ changed to include an executive stmunary which 
rcplac.cd the oflicial memorandum to the lcgi~lati ve lemlership transmitting the report. To funhcr streamline 
dl{nts, begi.lmi.ng in Aug.ust of 20 I'!, the r~port featured bypcrli tlk~ to documents thot would ll()nnally be 
ltttachcd as copies tn the report. TI1e hyperlinks should fac.ilita(e the reports review with some readers focusing 
on the report while () thers who wish·to explore lite cited doc-tunentation can do so. In .hmuury 2014, the report's 
cxeculive ~tunmmy was shotteacd to improvl:l it~ remlability. 

Independent Spent Fuel Storage Installation (TSFSI) 

During February .. lh~ geneml $1lltus of the l::il'S l was normal, Y<ith no instances of spurious alarms due 1o 
environmental conditions. 

There was one fue-rclated impairment and il ()et:urred on february I 8. II involv~d a fire door not properly 
latching ou an intermittent basis. CompenS<~tory u1easurcs were put into place until the door was repaired on 
febmary 27. 

Thertl was tme sec~nity-related impairment for the month lind il involved the san1c dom mentioned above. 
There were four security events logged li >r the monlh. The first involved a $ecuti ty ~y~tem issue which was 
repaired by cycling the $)'~1em The next two involved the door mcminnetl ab(>Ve. The last one was due to ~ 
transient cnvironmt:malt:t>ndition. 

There wen~ li fl~:en condition reports' (CR) for the month and they are described below. 
t» CR: Documented a fuse issue in th~ hack up power supply system. The fuse was replaced. 
2'KI CR: Documented a terminology i~sue in the Emergency Plan between the distinctiou of Owner 

Controlled Area versus Controlled Area. The Emergency Plan was revised. 
3"' CR · wa.~ written to document a belt failure on a pte~.e of ~now removal equipment. The belt was 

replllced. 
41

1t CR: W11s written to doctmlcnt an error in the !ruining records for Radiation 1'1'1.1\ection personnel. 
The records were later cnrn:c-led. 

' A condlclon c-epon is a report that promptly alcci~ management TO poTential conditions that may be ~dverse TO quality or ""l<:ty. l'.or 
more information, r~fer ro the glo~S<try on the Radiation Control Program's web;itc. 
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Introduction 

A8 part of the IJcpartmcnt of Health and I luman S~.,.vi~· long standing ovcrs,ght uf ·Maine Yankce·s nuclear 
a\:tivities under Tit1~ 12, t>.b ine Revised ~m.tUlCS (MRS) §G66 (2), Icgislauol1 WljS euact~d in tl~ l«'cuad reb'lliar 
s=iOli o r the 123 .... and Si!(11<!d b)' Goyernor JGbn IJaldaoci requiring that the Stut., ,uclear Safety 1n.'Ip«tc r 
p[~pare 8 monthl y rep",i on the oyersi!:ht activitlCll ~Iomled at the l~ I'SI faei lll)· located in Wi!leass.:\, Maine. 

lhe State I ns~etor's individual activit;". Ii)r \he past month arc highhgh\ed under eertain hmoo categories, as 
illlls lTated bc:low. Since some acti vili~", ar~ periodic and ongmng, there may be some mrmth~ when vcr)' little 
WI ll ~ reported \lnder that category. It is recommclldcd li)r reviewers to cxamlllc pruviouo report.; to cnSllr~ 
c,-,\ulcer,vily with the in Immalitm prc!;.entcd as il WOllld l:>o.' ~um bc:rsome to continuo,,;;I), rept:at prior informal"," 
in evcry repo rt . Pasl rep<Jrls are available from lhe Radiolion Control Program'~ weh she at the follol>o;ng link.: 
m"W.nlaiIlCfOOiativnq.ntro1 .or ;;: and by oIieKlJI8 .m the nudear Wety link in the lel\ hand marsin. 

Comme~ing with the January 20 10 "'flOIL Ihe 1;loSSllfy alld the hlsttni cal perspectj\-'C adder.dum an: no longer 
included in the Kport. Ins tead, th,~ inlQmUltiOIl is available at (00 RadlUtion Controll'ro8Jam'~ website !IDted 
ljoove. In some situation~, the li><.!lnotes may include !>OrnC ba.~,c infO"llal ioD and may rctli ro:ct the reviewer (0 

tlk wcbsite. In Oetober 20 11, the fomlllt of the report wa.' changed to include an executi ve sununary which 
rcpb ecd thO! .lflki:tI memorandum to the le8'~lal1\'~ leaden;hip tran,mittin!! tiM:: ~J'C 'r\. To further streamlinc 
elk,tt s, b egiJulin!: in All~U3t of lOll, the repott featunx! hyp::rtinks III tlo~llJneJ.lts th~t would !lonnal1y be 
111t3Ched as copk s to t" ~ re[l{,,1. The hypcrlink.5 should fae; litale the reports review with >Oln~ I~au~rs focusing 
on the n::POII whi l ~ olhen; who \',ish to explorc tl te cil~d uocumentation can do so. 1!I . I I.!"~\ly 2014. the rcport's 
executive summlll)' was shortcrKXI to improvO! IL~ rcu(lubility. 

Independent Spent Fuel Stomge Installation ([sr SI) 

During l'ebru.1rY, too s""",al swtllS of the ISI'SI wa~ normat wilh no instances of spuriou, alanns due to 
cll\-immm:nud Clmdi l't)II5. 

The.e was one fire-related impainnent and II occur~d on r cbruary I S. It involved a fi~ door not p"'~rly 

latching 011 an illlcrmincnt basis r:"m~n~tory !llcasurc:s wc~ pllt inu. pl....,e until the door wa~ repal rt:d on 
r ebnlary 27. 

Then: was (me ;;.e~ lIlity·rclatcd impairment for t li ~ momh and il involved the ~I1lC U!klf m~mioned abovc. 
Ther<: were four security cvcrm 108goo li ,r Ih ~ monlh. The first involv~d a ~c.:U1i l)· ~>·s\em issuc which wa, 
repaired by cycling the sys tem Th~ ne,! two involved the door rncnt;one<.l above. The last one ,,"<IS <.Iut! to ~ 
trill\.~ie"1 envif(mnle"l.al c(}mlition. 

There "'.:r~ linun c{lndition repons' (CR) for \h~ momlh and they are dcscri bed below. 
1- CR: Documented II fuo;c is~uc in Ihe buckup po .... -n supply systcm. The ru.,e WII8 replaced. 
200J CR: Docurr.cntcd a tcnn inol(8), i$ue in the I!llIergency Pbm betweCll the distinction of O\"TICr 

Controlled Au a ~<:n;us CO!ltrolled i\~a. 'J1lC Emerge""y Plljll was revised. 
}'" Cit Wa, writum to doellUlent a bell fail llre on a p,ce.: "fsnow renlOwrl cqUipmcnL n.., belt was 

R'f'la\:ed. 
4'" CR: \Va, ". .. ritteD HI documcnt an i:rrlll ill the lruining records tQr Radi Miun 1'Tv~tiou pcrsorUlcl. 

The rccords werc later cllrrecltod. 

I A cOlld i.lon l"epor! !I a reporI ll'.l pm"'pl ly ~tc'1' ""n~~eUlent.o po<"nl ial cond il;",,, Ih ., ""'Y be ~dverle ro qllnlily '" .. Idy. FOT" 
mO •• infonnRtio~. lefu [" rhe gl"'''''T")· (>n rhe R.d ,,,ti011 Cootre! PIO~lnm· , web, ilc 
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5'11 CR: Was written to track an audit i~sLLt: c~mcerning th.: control ol"ptm;on<ll idemifiable inli1rmation. 
A procedure change was mad~ w1d further action was a<.ld~:d lo I he Integrated Improvement Plan. 

611
' CR: Documented the securily s)'litem issue that was repaired hy cycling the system 

711
' CR: l)ocumcmcd th~ lire door latching problem noted above. 

811
' CR: l)ocumcnted a leak from a piece of snow rcmm·al equipment. 'I be leak v.·as minor and aU th.: 

oil \\•a<; mllected. Since the leak amoun\ wa~ below the Departmcnl of' Environmental 
Protedion's (DEP) threshold, it was necessary to notify (DEl'). ll1e huse was repaired and the 
equipment returned to scrv•~e-. 

9'h CR: Was written to documenl a pulley failure on a tractor. The pulley was replaced th" next day. 
101

h CR: Was written to document an access badge not working prl>perly. The badge wa~ working bur 
an inC(lrrect ClJde WllS used. 

I l 1
h CR: Was w1ilten <ts to document that per~<)nal itlenti finble information was used in an e-mail. The 

e-mail WU8 removed from the eomputer sy~lem and an action item was added Lo the Integrated 
Tmprovemem Plan to address the is~ue. 

12u1 CR: D~1cumented the security cvcnllhul wu~ logged forthc transient environmental condition. 
1311

' CR: Documented a nuid le.ak lrom a plow tmck. The leak wa~ mmnr and all the oil was 
collected. The true\; was re))<lired and Ulerc wa.~ no need Lo notifY the l>J.W. 

l41
h CR: Oocumenled a minor Leak from a IOO!;C filling nn a tractor. Again. aU the otl was collected 

und the hose replaced. 
15'" CR: Was v~Tirtcn to document an inllmrecl exposure rate on the attachment to u rddiation procedure. 

27 mR2 was rec.orde<.l inslead of 1he correct value of22. The r(tuialinn protection pcrsoMcl 
invnlved wtlre counseled on attention to detail. 

Other JSJ-~'il Related Activities 

I. On Ft~hruary 18, Maine Yankee sent a letter to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (1\RC) fi.m11ally 
;mn<Hmcing a change in their lSL,.Sl Manogcr cl'ti:cli ve F'ebruary 15 from the former Sitl:l Vwe President 
<md TSFSI :\·1anager, !Vlr. James Connell, who n::llretlli-om his position. However, the li.1rmer Site Vice 
President will continue to support the :VIaine Yankee, Connecticut Yankee, and Yankee At11mic facilities 
as 11 Radiation Protection Manager cons11hanL The new ISFSI Manager, Mr .1. Sumley Brown, 
officially assumed hi~ new duties un February 15. The Site Vice President posilion will not be currently 
filled. 

2. On February 20, !Vlaine Yankee fmwart\eu a leiter LO 1he 1\"RC notifyin~ them I) I' the resibmation of a 
Maine Yankee Offic,cr, the Site Vice President. Prior to his resignation, the Site Vice President also 
served a~ tho F'acility SecUJi ty Oflicer. Ct,nsequcntly. in lieu of the Slle Vice President's resignation, 
Maine Yanl;ee noli lied Lhe NRC of the appointment of tho Operations Speciali~t. Mr. Larry Jewett, as 
Lhe new Facility Security Oflicer. 

3. On fcbmary 25, :Ytaine Yankee pcrfMmt:d tht~i r annual notification to the NRC of the status or their 
foreign ownership, control, or influence: (FOCI). The letter listed the six FOCI chang~ that impacted 
their foreign interests' slulu.~. The iir~t involved a change in the Board of Direc\ors due to a resignation. 
The second ene<.1mpassed the proposed merger of two minority shareholtl~rs, Maine Public Service 
(MPS) and Bangor Ilydro (DII). The third notiticd the NRC or the establishment of an intermediate 
holding company in the ownership chain of Central Maine Power. The fomlh involved anod1er change 
in the Uoard of Directors due to another n::~ignation. The tilih informed 1he NRC of the comple.lion nf 
the merger bel ween the two minnrily ~hareht•lders. lv1PS and DII. The last deal\ with th" resignation of 
the Sile Vice President 1md Facility Secm·ity Officer. 

' • A milliRoentgen (mR) is a measnrcmcnl of rutliulitln cxrusurc. For a furtl>er explanation. refer 10 !ho 11-loss~ry un tho Radi•tiun 
Program·s \\t'ebslt.e. 

5'" CR: WIlS WJitten to track an audit i~~w: concerning the contro l "r I"'ThI.mal idenTifiable ", Ii )nnalion. 
A procedure ehan~c wa.~ maW.- and further action was aduw to the lIltCsr.ucd Impmvemt:fll Plan. 

6d' CR: L>ocumemed the ~cutily SySIl~1ll issue that was ICpmred hy c}ding the system 
"f' CR: Ooculllerned o..,. lir., dnor lalehiJij: probl(lI n OOI~>d ~h"v.,. 
8'" CR: L>ocumerllell II leak r.om a piece of snow rcmuml.:quipmellI. ' Ibe leak ""~ mi nor and aU the 

oil ",\I., C.,l1o:<:leu. Since the kak arnowr t wa.. bdow the Department of Fm irollm.en18l 
I'rol.et:tion·s (DEl') threshold, it was no=ssary 10 notify (UU '). ~ hose was rt:paircd arul ll", 
t:qllipmenl rt:mmcd!(l scr"'I~. 

9'" CR: \VIIS writt~n III docum t:nt a pul1 t:Y failli rc on B tmetm. The pull~y WIIS rc plaocd !h~ ne~\ day. 
lOt" eN.: \VA~ written to documenl IUl fl.CCC9S badge not working pn.)~dy . The bad]j:o W!l.' working: but 

an incormd c(me W~~ used. 
11 In CR. \Va' writkn ,IS \0 document that pcr!l\)nal i d~n(iliuble information wu USIlU in an c-mail. The 

t:"-mail was removed from The comp\ltllT sy~lem alld an action item was .. d~u to the Integ.ratcd 
Iml'f\l\"emefll PIIUl to address Tlle- II-SUt:". 

12'" CR: DO(:lImenTed the o;,:emiT)" e:vCflI Ih:!1 was loggw for the Tran";CIl1 efWtmnmental cClldition. 
13'" CR: DO(:uIJ}Cnted a nuid leak lrom a plow trod; .. "!be leak \\-1l.~ mm"r anrJ aJl the oil 'was 

collected. The uucl ""'''5 lepaired and there wa.~ no neellto notify dIe: })lJP. 
14'" CR: 1)"';Umtl1Led a minor leal from a loose r.U ing 1m a trdC11JI . Again. all the: Oil wa.~ WllC:Clc:d 

and the hose replaced. 
IS'" CR: WIIS "'Tittcn to doeumenl an im:mn:ct ~.~po:.!5U!l." rate 011 the altachme:nt It) a rlu.liatioll procedure. 

27 lllR' wa.~ rccnrded illSiead of .1Ie oorm:t mIlle of 22. The nlulat;"n f'l"IJtectiou pcroonnd 
illvnl ,·cd wrt<= cllullst'led on attention to detail. 

Orli", J, .... ·Nil Related Adivllie.\" 

l. On F"hnll.llY U, ;"'Iaine Yankee sellt B letter 10 \nC NUoCI~;JT Reg lJlator)" Commissioll (l'\RC) 1';TTFlall)' 
unnoul)(;;ng a 'hange in their lSI'SI Manll8cr ef)i:~t;ve r~bnlUTy 15 from the former Sit" V,,-e l'Te~drnt 
anc.l ISFSI ).htnagCJ", Mr. James Connell , " I" . Tt:"lm:u from his position. 110wovel,lhi! rnnnll"l Site Vi(c 
Prl:sident will ccntinuc to suppan the :>vtain~ Yanke.:, COIlliecticut Yankcc, and Ya nkt:t: Aillmic facilities 
as a Radiation Protection Mana.scr Cim~ul \unL The new !Sf-S1 Manager, MI J. Sll.m1ey Bro"'n. 
officially assumed hi~ new d ul'e< 1>11 Februil\)' IS. The SiTe Vicc President JlO-\lhOll will 1101 be currelltly 
fi lled 

2. On FeblUllry 20. Maine Yankoc fOlW'~rlI...J a lel\e'r m the f\1K nOlil}ing them o r th., l"e~i W"lti(m of a 
Maine Yankoc Officer, Ill<.) 1l1tt: V,,;e Presidl.'tlt. Prior 10 his rc5i~n3tjon. lh" Sile Vi(;e P!l.".ident aho 
served as lhu Faci lit~· Securi ty OI1i~~T. Consequently. ju lieu of the Site Vice Pres ident' s resign.1tion. 
Mainc Yut,hl: n.,lilied lhe NRC of the ~ppointmcnt of th~ Opcrali (m~ Sp<=dulist, Mr. Larry Jewett. as 
th~ new Fw.:i1i ly S~curity OUicer. 

1 Ou Fcbll.lal1· 25. -"Iaiac Yankee pC"rr')fm~ lheir annual notiiicativn 10 the NRC of the ~Ialu.., or their 
foreign oVo1lcrship, wntrol, or ;n nuence (FOCI), The le11cr listed the 5i:,,; n X: 1 chango:l:< lhat impacted 
their forei SllllltCTe;;L~' sliltlL~. The linli invol ved e (hange in me Hoard. of Oilt(lIUnI due 10 a lesignation.. 
Th" ~"nt.1 encompassed tm proposed merger of two minority" shllTeh"lders. Ma..iJ:e Public Scrvice 
(MrS) IUld Ban:,.'Or H ydro (DI I). The third notified the NRC o r the .,,;wblislune:ll of an intermediate 
holding (ompany in the ov.ucnhip ch(li n of Ccntral Maine 1'0"''''-. The founh in\'o!\'cd another change 
in tllc Hoard of l)ircrlors due to al lOthcl re:.ignu\ion. The li ftb infonnc:d the NIt<..: of Ihe com[>Mion "r 
Ihe Illerger between the t"" mimuily ~h~ho!d ers. f'>fPS and DII. The last dealt with Ih~ re;i gna\ioll of 
lhe Sile ViI:<! Pro:~idrnt ~mj Fad lit)· Secllfit)· Officer. 

1 A mlltil(<lelltgen (mit ) 11 a mea'LMC'''"''\ "f t.~ I .li<m 0'1"""'"'" . F"".1 further ",phn'lion. reftl to t il ~ iio.<!<lly ,M' Ihc Rad;a';,," 
l'ro~ram'l websit •. 

3 



En viromnental 

The environmental information is publil;hed on a quarterly ha,;s. There was no infonnation to report this 
month. 

Other Newsworthv ltems 

I. Ot1 Fchruar: 3, the U.S. Nuclear wa~h~ Technical Review J.Joard issu~d lUl llJUlOUHecnwnt or its 
upcoming March meeting on DOE's reseurch fmd development e rlilrt~ on salt llS a geologic disposal 
medium for spent nuclear fuel and high-level \Vastc. 'll1e pre~ent<~tions will focus on the brine 
nlig¥ation, performance asses~ment modeling. and eoupl~d models for thcanal-hydmlogie<~J-chemical 
Md mechanical procetise~. The web link for the pres~ release can be accessed by 11ositioning the cursor 
over the underlined text and follO\vi.ng the di rcclions. 

2 On f ebruary 5, the O.C. Court of Appeal~ is~ued an Order granting :--lye County, Nevada's motion to 
dismiss irs petition against the l\'RC. The web link for the Court Onler c811 be accessed by po>; tioning 
the cursor twer ih" underlined text and following the uirt:etions. 

3. On February 9, the :--lew York Tirn~s published an a.rt.iclc, entitled, "'Nuclear Waste Solution Seen in 
Desert Salt llcds". 'I be article explor~d the Department of Energy's Waste Isolation Pilot Plam (WIPP) 
nellf Carlsbad, New Mexico. The sulr bed repository is home lt>r plutoni1m1 waste from a variety or 
defense projects from the weapons production during the cokl war enJ, The plutonium waste is 
emplaced in holes lwred into the salt. The salt, which acts as u natLmll sealant. closes in on the waste 
packages at a wte of six inches per year and Ct~capsttlates Lhe waste for millions of years. ne web link 
tor the article can be accessed by positioning the cursor over the underlined tex t und lollowing the 
directions. 

4. On February I 0, lhe 1\ational Association of Regulatory lHility Collliilissioucrs. the 1\uclear Energy 
Institute, and II\ Nuclear Ctilities flied with and at the request of lbe D.C. Circuit Court or Appeals their 
opposition lo the Department of Energy' s (DOE) petition for rehearing Blld rehearing en bane (full 
court) that DOE should continue collecting i l~ Yuc.:ca ::Vfountaiu fees even though OOE unilaterally 
cancelled and dismanth::d the YulXa M~>untain project. The petitioners contended !hut DOE cannot 
refuse to carry nul the Yucca !l-1oumain program and collect the annual as~essmem fee as if it was 
business as usual. TI1e web Ji.J.J.k for the lLCtition can be accessed by positioning the cursor over the 
u11tlerlint:d text <md following the directions. 

5. On February 14, the OOE's Waste l ~olat ion Pilot Plant (WTI'P) in Now Mexico ~::xpe1ienced an 
\lllplruUlcd release of airborne radioa~.;li ve material 2,150 feet underground. Prtlsenll y, no surface 
contamination was found on any eljuipment, pers01mel, or facilities. The ~~lurce of the airborne 
radiation was slill being investigated. The protective air filtration system uutomatically switched on 
when the uirborne radiation was detected. This is the l'irsl such mcidtnt since the WtPP faci lity opened 
in 1999. WIPP is the nation's first geologic repo~ilory tl>r the permanent disposal of defense-generated 
transuranie waste (radioacuve elements lhw are heavier than uranium) left over li'l.>m research Md 
production of nuclear weapons. 

6. On Febnuu·y 20, the NRC Chair fol'wardcd a letter tn the Hou-'e Chair on llncrg,y and Commerce 
updllting him on their Jammry montbly status report or their activities tmc.l use of carryover funds lr!lm 
the N1!clcar Waste Fund. The activities inc I uded the con1mencement of the Safety E val u.alion Report 
(Slll:t), the loading of the Yucca :v1mmiuin l..ic.:ensing Support. Network into lht~ NRC'~ document 
sy$lcm, and the- involvement tlf ~gency Clttorueys ou litigation and support to )!RC staff. lhc 
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Th~ mvironmerlllli information is pubH:Jted on a quarterly hm.~s There ",-as no infunnation \0 n: port this 
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Other NCWlIWOlthv hems 

I. On Fobru<!r)' 3, the U,S. Nuclcar Wa~ (t) Tet:hniclll Review iloa rd i~suo:d llll 81l.llaUllCcrncnt 01' i lo 
l.lpl:<llning March meeting on DO F:s rds~u"ch tllld developmcnt c Jl()rt~ ,)1\ salt as a gcnlogic dispOoill 
m~uiWll far spent nuclear (ud and high-level waste, rh~ pre~nlations will fo<;u~ on the bIine 
migration. pcrfomlanc.e <!s",,",sm~nt 111ooclinS. and coupl..:.! model~ for thcnnal-h)ilTlll (lg;~al-ehemieal 

nnd mcchanical l'rolCe:;.se::;. The web link for the !'In.'''''' T~I",-,-"" can be accessed by polsitioning the cursor 
over the underlind \e~l and followin.Jlthe diredmns. 

2. Ori r~brmol)' S. we I).C. Court o f Appeals issued en Ordcr granlins ),Iy" COl.loly. NCV3da'~ motion to 
dismiss its petil ion against the l\ltC. The web link for the Comt (}roo caD be lIC<:csSiCd by positioning 
the CUI'5OTOliCr the underlinro teA! and following thc ili recuons.. 

3 Oil Febrtluy 9 . {he :"lew York Tlnl"" publish..-d an article, entilled. ~Nlld ~;n' Waste Solution Socn on 
Desel1 Sa1IJkds", The :irl i d~ "x fll<JI~d the Depamnent of Encrg(s \V .. >~ Isolation }>ilot }>JantIWIPP) 
Ilent Carlsbad. New M~",ic(). Tllo:l ~uh bed ~pository is hOl11e 1,," plullllliklnl waru: from a variet)' ,,(' 
defellse projccL~ from the w~~1X'ns pl"O(hletion during the colt! war ~r~. 11lC plutoniultl was(~ i ~ 

emplaced in boles h<>r~d into (he salt. The salt. which acts ,tS ~ n~lllnll sealant. closes iLl On (he wa~le 
package._ ut u nll~ of six inches per year and encap'"M~s lhe w~ste fur miUions of YC(\1·" . Th~ w~b link 
(Or the I!Ili!J!i can be accessed by p')~itlOni ng lh~ ellTWf over the lUldcrJi ned (ed unu following the 
direclions. 

4. On l'cbroary 10, Ih" "Kalional Association of Regulatory Uhlity CorwnissiollCts. Ihe Kuc1car Energy 
I n~lih.: le. lind I n Nuclear i;tilities filed w illI and.(lt lhe requ,,~l o f Hte D.C. Cireuit COUI1 of Al'I"'als Iheir 
"ppo~ition 10 the Depamncot of I:.ucrgy' ~ (DOF.) ""lilion for rehearing 1I!ld rehearing em barn; (full 
cuurt) that DOE sbould cominue ooll OCling Ill; Yucca :'>fountain fees cvcn Ihough OOE un ilaterally 
cancelled ~lld dismantled the yucc~ Mounw.in projecl. Tbe petitioncMl conl~ndw thJI DOE cannot 
refuse to caTTy oul II", Yucca Moun(:an progmm and co!!cct Ihe :m1l",,1 as.~cssmell! fee as if il 'was 
blL.~In~~~ It' l~W"'1. The web link. for the QPtition can be acces~d h~' positiuniul: lhe cilroor over th~ 
Cln uC1'hneu t~):t atld following the dircet i an~. 

5 On Februnry 14, the LX)E '~ Wa~le 1'I<llnlion Pilot Plant (WIPI') in New Yiexicu ~"peri~n~ed all 
unplnnncd release of airbmnc nldi",,,,tw~ muleriul 2,150 feet underground . Prt.osenll~, 00 surface 
caill~mhl.'l{ ion was found 1m any "'l uipm~nt , peroonnct or facilities. The l.utm.:~ of the airbornc 
radiation WII' sti ll being investigated. The prolcclivc air filt rat ion systml aUlommicaily switched on 
whell \he pirbome radiatioD was dClCClcci. Th i~ i~ the Iin<L socb meldeDt ~iDce the WI}> I' facility 'lJl"Tlw 
in 1999. Wll'1' is the natioD's li r.'ll gc(]l llgic r"flO~itOly lor the pcnnallCiit disposal o f Ikfm st)-gem!nrted 
lrnosufallic WlISle (radlOacllve eI~'n"nb thlll are beavier lhan uranium I le(\ ov" r rrom research and 
production or nuclear "''''''p'n s. 

o . On Fd"UlI.I), 2(1, the NRC Chair farv,Mded a leiter to Ihe HUllse Chair on I!llCf£.y and Ccmm~r"" 

updating him 011 their Jallliary rnl)ulilly stams l'Ilj'><lt l " I" their adi "ilies ~nd uSC! of earr}'over funtls Ii-om 
the Nllclcil! Waste Fund. The acti llili e~ incluuw the ~ommeneemem of the Safety E~aluali,m Report 
(SI2R), the loading of Ihe YUCC>l Yimmluin Licensing Support NClvlOrk into (b" NRC's docliment 
~y~tem . and lhe· in""l vemelll 0(' ug~ncy ([ttomey! on litigation and sL'PP',,1 to :me staff, The 
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irrlormation also provided a listing o r the types of expenditures for January along with their associated 
amounts, which totaled $286.399 of the $516,767 expended since the August Court decision. The report 
estimated the total cost for remaining activities at $9.6 million out or the $13 milhon remaining funds. 
The web link for the letter can be accessed by positioning the cursor over the underlined text and 
following the directions. 

7. On February 21, the CS. Court of Appeals li1r the D.C. Circuit ordered thai the Nuclear Regulatory 
C<lmmisswn's motion to dismiss Nyc Cnunty's (Nevada) petition of 1\'RC Chairman' s rccusal order 
cla1mi11!.( th<•l the NRC order is ncithv'T Jinal nc.1r ripe for review. ·nle web link for the f_:o1trt Order can 
he acce~sed by positioning the cursor over the underlined text and fnllowing '111e directions. 

8. On ficbmAry 26, the NRC respomtt.~d to the Chair nl' the Hou:;e S\lbcommitlce on Energy and 
Commerce's ques tions on )[RC 1mmagcmcnt nnd ncetllbr le!:,'islative reform. Seven Subcommittee 
members mi~er.l over 70 questions on such topics as Yucca Mountain, F'ttk\•~hima, decommissioned 
nudear power plants. management anti perwnnel issues, costs, radiatwn ti~k St\Jdics, cyber ;;ecuri ly 
(ules, industry safety perfonnam.:e, waste confidence ntling, spent fuel pool safety and risks, emergency 
authority at home and abmatl, anr.l internal cor.mnission procedure-s. Over a third of the 4uestions were 
related to Yuc.ca Mountain. The web link for the response can be accessed by positioning the cursor 
over the underlined text and following the directions. 

9. On Febrwn')' 27, the )[]{C issued its gener<~.l guid<mce to its staff on its Yuc•a ).1ountain rcvic·w 
tJ.Ctivities. The directive provided guidance on completing the SER with tl1e esl<iblisluucnt of individual 
chapter teams, reviewing and possibly determining the adoptwn of DOD's l!.nvironmental lmpu.cr 
Statement supplement, and preserving documentary material. The web link for the memontndum can be 
ac;ce~sed by positioning the cursor over the underlinec.l text and following till) dir~ctiuns. 

I 0. On february 27, the Electric Power R~sea1·ch Institute released its final h:st p lan for ' 'Iligh Uurnup Dry 
Storage Cask Research and Development Project''. Storage of lower bum up fuel has been in existence 
since 19116 wherea.~ high bumup fuel is more recent and almost all li.tel loaded in reactors today is high 
bwnup rue\. The project is necessary s ince high bumup fuel bas different mechanical pm]lerties than 
lny,-er bumup fuel under the same typical conditinns. The four year project will examine cask design 
and operations. data to be collected and instrumentation, frequency of mcasuremenU;, and sister fuel rod 
characterizations and evaluations. The types of measurements wi ll include baseline half-face visual 
exa!Jl.'l, tcmperamre readings, gas pressure measurements, and measuremtmls of moisn1re content, 
oxygen, hydrogen, and Jissinn Jlrod.uct gases. The sister rod evaluations will ulst1 include destructive 
testing of the spent Ji.cel rod~ to detenniut.~ rod internal gas pressure and. <:on tent, hydride content and 
orientation, cladding mechanical testing, and oxide thickness on the <:~adding. The data collection phase 
i~ slated for the last half of 2017. The web link li 11· the F.PlU report. can be accessed by positioning the 
cursor over tbc under! i ned I ext and lbll~>wing the directions. 

II. On F«!hruary 27, after receiving notification on Fcbmary I 9 liwn the Carlsbad Environmental 
Mvni toring and Research Center that an airborne re lease. or mdiouctive materia l was detected alx>Ve 
ground ftt the WIPP fAcility. the New Mexico Environment Departmem issued an Order direc~ing r.he 
DOl:: and its contracted WIPP operalnT, Nude..r Waste Partnership (:.tWP), to cea.~e ac-cepting any 
further shipment~ of iransunmic wa.~te from off-site generators. The Order alsn contained directions 
how waste packages already delivered to \VIPP awaiting. disposal would be lempora.tily stored on-site. 
In addilion, the Order directed the DOl:: and ~WP to submit we..:kly ~tall•~ rt:ports of their activ ities. to 
the Department. The Order further indicated thai DOF. and NW"P cvuld uot restart normal operations 
until such time the Department inspected and approv"d the return to nonnal status. The web link li.1r the 
State Order can be accessed by po~itioning the cursor over the underlined text and f(lllowing_ the 
directions. 
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informallun abo provided II listin~ of the Iypes of expenditures for January aiOIl{l with thel' a~ciated 
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lollowing the directions. 

7. On f ehruary 21, Ihe C.s. Court of I\ppcll.l~ 1<., the n.c. CiITuit ordered !hal !he Nuclear RcglIlal,,, ), 
Commi~,,(,n'~ mulion to dismiss Nyc C"uunty's (Nevada) petiticn of },RC Chainnan', !"CCu."lal mtkJ 
claiming t.i1 fd the NRC urdcr is nci lh.:n linal nor l ipe for review. Tllc weh link for the Court OrJer can 
be !ocL~~d by positioning thc Cursor IIV~T t.i1~ llllderii.llc:d text and following the directions. 

8. 011 February 26, thu NRC re~ponded to the Chai r 01' the Hll~ Sllbcommiltcc ,m Ene!'.,':), and 
Commcrec'~ quesli ,ms on :;-"[RC nlllllagcilIcnt and need I()r lc ~isliltive refo.rm. S~v~n Subcommittee 
members nl;~et1 over 70 questions on ~Llch tnpies <IS Yucca MOlUllain, " LlkI"~hima. decommissioned 
nud~O\! power plants. management lImi perwnnel issuC5, COSI'>, radialmn rist. studies., e)-iler SrtUlity 
rules, industry $.'lfcly pcrfonnance. WlIlIle confidence ruling,. spent r .... l pool safety and ri~~, cmo:rgency 
lIuthori!}' al home and ahmad, afld inltmal commissio.n procedures. Over a third of the q .... Nlions ",.ere 
related to YUCC3. Muunlain. The v.-eb link for the rcspon"f: can be =S/lCd by po.'!iliOl1ing Ille cursor 
ever the ullderh netl l"_~ L and following the dir«tion~ 

9. On Fcl!rw!l1' 27. the ~}tC issued iL~ g(n(!:iI guidance to its staff on it.~ Yuoca :Mountain revicw 
fl.Cti viti es. The directivc pmviJ~J I!uid;mc~ Ull completing the SER wilh lh~ establi r.hmcnt of hldiv idual 
chapter tca ms, ruvt"wing and possibly detcrmining the ad()pliOn llf" DOD's Environmental l mpa~l 

Statcment ~ urrkmel1l, Hrnl pN:Se]"\.·illG docurnenlar~ maleriaL The web lillk fo r the rncmor4n(! \IlU CIIil be 
ac~~,~~d b)' POSilionillg the cursor over tho L1TH.!"rl in.:u. lext !1IlU. following tho dim;(i"ns. 

I O. On Feb~ry 27. the E1eelric Power Re~un:h In~litute rekas.cd its final I~,I plan for ''l lir,h Uurnup Dry 
Sto.rage Cask Research and Otvclopmenl Project". Storage o.f lower humup fuel has been in CXt!!lcm;", 
since I~K6 wh...--.,. ...,a.~ high bumup fuel is mere recent aoo almO~i all Iud 1001I1ed in reaclo.rs IOtl:iy is high 
bumuJl fud . Th" proje\:t is nccessar)' since higlt bumup Iud bas differenl mechanical pn'Jl"'lies than 
lo"'~r bumup fuel 1I!lder the salIlC typical (;(lnditi"n~ Tho: four year projCCt will tJeumin" cusk design 
\lI1d operations. data to. be cullcdcd and i \l'tl um~ntatiolL frequency of mca~uJ\.'menlll, and sister fueL rod 
cbaraclerixatio.ns and cvaiualtons The Iypes of measurements ""ill inclwlc baseline half-facc visual 
tX~!l\S, lCmpcrarurc read ings, ga.~ i"essurt" measurements.. and mcaSUTemt'l1\."j t,f Illoisture eonlent, 
oxygen, hydr"scn, and Ii,.,i"" l'T"IIu.uct ga>es. The sister rod evalUal1011S will also inclllde destructive 
testing of the sr~n l 1",,1 m<b III de\ennilte rod imemal ~as pressure ami c"nt~nt, h)'dride content and 
,)rienIUlton , cJuddin~ mech~llicai t~5ting, and oxide thieknc,s on II", daJdillg. The data collection phase 
is slated for the last half of lOl7. 'I'he weh link Ii," the F.PRT r~p\!!1 CfIU bo acccssc-d hy positioning the 
cursor ove r tile und~r1i rl<.'d leXL .md Ii)l lowing the directions . 

II. On F.:I>TLlary 27. aner receivillg ootificatioll e n I'ehmar~ 19 lrum Ihe Carlsbad e nvironmental 
Moni tQling and Research Center that an aimoroo rclea.-;o; or mdiOill;t il'e Llla1Cti~ 1 was detcct."J. abo"'e 
lP'Ouoo at the \VIPI' facility. the New Mc:o:ic<) F:nvironmenL Ocpartment i5sucd an Older u.iro:c~;ng the 
DOl:. llIld its contractcd WIPP Opcrut"T, Kltd~1 Wllste PlLrtrlCfllhip (NWP), to cca..., accepting any 
further sbipmenB of lransumnic wa.~lc rrom ofT-site gC!II.'ra!ol"ll. The O!dcr 111,< , wnlllined directioIlS 
how ,,'u.ne pack<lge:< alruady d d t\'CR"d to \VIPI' awai~ disposal would he t=poranly stored on-site. 
In llIhiitiQn, the Order dir<:<;led the DOL:. alld f', WI' to ruhmtt .... ~Uy slalt1:l repons of their aClivities to 
t.i1e o.:partmenf. The Order fmther ind icated Ihat noF. and NWP wold Dot rcstan no.m.al op."ati.ms 
until sud\ time the l)ep~rtment inspected and f1PPt"llI'."J. (h.: relnm tl.l !lOn nal stalUS. The web link I '-~· the 
Swc Qrder can be ~eces9Cd by posi lioning the ~L1rsor over the underlined text and li,l1(1wing Ille 
direction:;. 
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J 2 . On FehrUllJ} 28, the DOE rcspnndeu to Lhe NRC's November 20 I 3 Order requesting a supplemental 
environmental impact statemen! (F.JS) on groundwater impac!s at ll1e Yucca :Vlountain site. The DOE 
maintained that it had pm,;ueJ a final ms in 2002 and a supplemental ClS in 200!1. The Department 
further asserted that it \•ill pro\ide au updated version n l' its July 2009 report tn the l\"RC on the post 
closure 11JOUndwater impacts for the geologic repnsitnry. DOE declared that the l\"RC could then draft 
their own EJS li>r Lheir Yucca Mountain heonsing proceedings. The web link for the k;rtcr c.an be 
accessed hy p<»;ilioning the cursor over the underlined text and following the din:ctions. 

13. On February 28, t11c :-JRC staff issued a paper sunuruuizing tile puhlic feedbttck on its Waste Confidence 
- proposed rule for cnnllmted ~torage of spent nuclear fuel. The p<tper noted that 1,400 individ.uals 
attended the Waste Ctmlidenc.e public meetings 1vilh nearly 500 providing oral cnmmenl&. In addition, 
tl1c staff received over 33,000 written itcrns or t:onesptmdence, which resulted in 9,000 unique 
comments nn tht: dntft generic environmental tmpad statement (GElS). The paper listed 14 general 
themes on concerns raised about the perceived inadequacies of the draft (IF.IS and the proposed rule. 
The paper also summarized the four isSLtt:s that the Conunission spccili~;«lly requested the public. to 
address. On the first tllrec issues Lhe ct•mmenters appeared to be spht nn the questions posed by the 
Commission whereas nn the lourth issue there was ncar unanimous support for changing the ti tle o r the 
rule to best exemplify its purpose and intent. The v;cb lmk for lhe l1!lrurr can be accc.~scd by positioning 
the cursor over Lhe underlined text and following the ditections. 

14. On febmary 28, the Cmmcil or Slate Govenmlents Midwestern Ollke lrULlSlnittcd the Jlllerrcgional 
team's first pmgress report to Lhe DOl.::. The lntcrrcginnal Team was formed to advance the 
development or lh;: policy and procedures for implcmenling Section !80c of the Nuclear W~te Policy 
At:L Section 180c governs how federal i'tmds will be disbursed to state and liJcal govemments for 
training and equipping local rc.spimtler~ fur Lnmsportation of spent nuclear ru~:l within thei.r jurisdictions. 
The report outlined how the Team, made up of two state representatives and (me sulff member from each 
of the four regions in the country. will function, wltal topics they will address, and how their 
detemnnauons and recommendatioas wiU be periodically rept>rted lo DOE. Maine and Pennsylvania are 
Team members representing the Eastern Rcsional Cnnlerence of the Counci l of State Govemments. 
The web link for the report can be ac<:cs.~eU by positioning the cursor over the und~rlined text and 
following the directions. 

01her Reluted. Auivilies 

1. ln January, the NRC puhlish~:d its '·Spent Fuel Transportation Risk .A.sses~ment" report. The I'RC 
n:aflirmf:u the safety of ltsed fuel tnmsportation for the fourth time. TI1e report noted the decreased 
t:alculated risk of radioactive materials bcinJl, rclca~od in an accidenl by abo\lt 100,000 times since the 
agency's initial 1977 estimate. The decl ine was attrihutt:d to refined analysis techniques, updated data 
and a reduction in uncertainty The conclu~ions were based on two NRC certified rail casks und one 
certified truck cask during routine transport and !lccident conditions. The rcpmt concluded that the risk 
of a used fuel shipment accident rdeusing radioactive material was less lhan one in a billion. For 90% 
ur Lhe u>ied fuel in storage that are in transport casks with a separate int~:mul canister. there would be no 
r.1d inactive release even under the ruost cxeoptionally severe accident ~narios. Tbc web link for the 
~can be accessed by positioning the cursor over the underline;! text and following the diredinm;. 
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12 On Febr\k\ry 28, the UOE rcspo ndl-u to the },'RC's 'November 2013 Or<k1: requesting a suppkmc:ntal 
envi ronmental impact slatcm~n! (FJS) on groundwater impacl\ al lh<: YIKca ~1ounlal n SI I .. , The DOl:. 
maintained that it had pmv,dai a tinal illS in 2002 and a ~UJlplemc:mal US in 200ft. Th: D<'pHrlIllcnt 
furtlKr RS:iCI100 that n ",,11 provide all \lpda\OO \~.m or;Ls July 2009 repol1 1.11 tht' }'"RC on the post 
closure voundy,lIt<.'l imp>lCts for the soologie ' cpn,<'I.ury. DOE declared tMI m.. t>."RC could then dmll 
their own E1S Ii.T their Yuccn Mountain 1Ic<''I1$l n~ proceedings. The ""h link for the kiter call Ix: 
!\C(!cs.,oo hy posltiOlling the cursor over the u!ltler1 ilkd leK! and following the din:ctious. 

13. On FebrU;lry 28, the ~RC stan' "sued a paper sUlUlUruil:ing the puhlic Ii:c:dbnck on it' Waste Con lidence 
- propo!ICd role for e(1nlm~d 51oH.I~e of spent nuclear fueL The p,lper noted thaI ],400 individuals 
Iitiendcd the \Vasle Cont idence public meetings; wi th nearly 500 providing oml ellmm~n l~, In addition. 
tho ~tatT received over 33 ,000 \\Titlcn itcrn~ "I" cOrr~~polldence. which resuUdu in 9,000 unique 
C01T1l1l~'T11~ <>" Ihe draft generic cll\'ironmentnl ,mpa.cl statement (Gl.;;IS). I"hc p<lpdr listed 14 general 
tho.me; Un ~l)llCtmS rais.ed about the perceived ' nU(let.juacie:s of the draft (j F.lS Wld the propo3Cd rule_ 
n ld papeT abo summarized the four iS~llO.'s that the Commission spcclli~l,lIy req uested the public In 
wlu ress. On the f ll"Sl three issue~ lhe comtnenters nppc:arcd to bo '<']1 ln un Lht questions poscd. try Ille 
CommissioJl whcrca~ nn the Ihurth issl.le IhCK \\lIS ncar unan imtlu.~ suppotl for clulnging the II lle o r the 
ru le to bc!n exemplify its purpose and intent. '1110 web Imk Ii". !he ~ ClUJ be acce.'l.wd hy po~-itioning 

Ihc cu' :;.!)!" Qvc:r the underlined tex! and follov,ing the dl .. :cti [Jns. 

14. On Febl1.1(1.ry 28, thG Uluocil "f Slate Cklvernments Mid\\\:str:rn o m"" lnm.smincd the Interregional 
team 's fi rst pmgru~ report 1<J the DOE. rllC Interregiona] T.,am "''!IS fonned to advance the 
deyclr>p'T1 ~n l t I l" th~ policy Hnd procedures for i ml"'km~nling SeC\ion 180c of the Nuclear W .... , k Policy 
A~ J. S"clion lSOc governs how federal I'LLml< will b.: disbursed to StalO and I'K,,1 g(lVemments for 
tnlining and equipping local rc.~pt ",d~r~ lor tnlLlsportation of spent nuclear r w:1 wilhin their jurisd ictions. 
The r<:pOt! (lutlin<.-'ci ho.,w tho: T ""m., m;.lde up ohwo stale rcpresentali veS ;.1m! one staff member from each 
of the rom r~~ton~ in lhe cIJ umr)". wll! filllel ion, ",hal l"pi~~ lhey will nddrcss., and how thei. 
<liltl'TTlllllatton~ and m;ommend1tions will be period,cally n:p<.nk d III DOn, Maine and Penn'ylv .... ia an: 
T .. am mem.bt:rs representing; the liasIern Regional r:nnference of the Counci l of StalOj GovenuneJIts. 
Th .. web link for the Il<QQlI. elm be acccS>l<'d hy JK'!;'lioning the cursor OVCT Inc und ... lmed lext ru::d 
following the dim:tioliS. 

U/her Related Aclivili(w 

1. In JAnuary, the NRC pllhl i~ll<:'d its "Spent fuel Tmnsperlation Risk Ass~s s1n~nt" report. The l\'RC 
rcal1irmed lhe , a lhy of used file! transpol1Ation for the rOUTlh lime. Th~ report nONd the decreased 
~ll l cLL] llt~u ri5k ofradio~ Cliye materials be ing released in an aC(liue11L by a'oollt 100.000 times , inee lhe 
agency's initial 1977 estimatc. The decli ne wa.~ allrih u.led 10 refined WlItlysls tcehl\iquc_~, u.pdal~d d"-la 
lind ft rcdu.ction ill um:crtainly The "'>ndll~lon ~ were tm~ed 011 two NRC certifi ed ,ai l ~·usks und one 
cert ified truck ca~k uming nll.ltir.e IJ;.Inspon and lI~cidellt conditions, l"hc repllTt concluded!hlrt the risk 
()f 8 1I<.ed r uo:l . .Jtipmenl uc( iuent rele!lSillJl radioactive material wa~ lc,,~ than on .. in a biUion. )"Ot 90% 
" r !ht: 11"'" I"U-I in slmagc tl!at are in transport casks wilh a separate m!mlnl canister. there \\"()u.!d be nO 
fw.h uacl iv .. release even under the most cxccptionally lICV<. ... d "",,ddl:"ll l SI.:I:IUIrios. The web link fOT th" 
~ t an be accessed by positioain~ the eUr1lOr ()ver 100 underlined lext and following, the directio= 
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