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MEMORANDUM

T Senator Michael Thibodean, President ol the Senate, and Represcotative Mark
Lves, Speaker ol'the House

FROM: Mary C. Mayhew, Commissioner 5{///‘;7 / %/ »
g

Department of Health and Human Service

SUBJECT: Statc Nuclear Salely Tnspector’s January through May 2014 Monthly Reports to
the Legislature on the Interim Spent Fuel Storage Facility in Wiscasser Maine

Legislation enacted in the spring of 2008 requires the State Nuclear Salety Tnspector to
provide monthly reports to the President of the Senate, Speaker of the House, the 1.5, Nuclear
Regulatory Commuission, and Maine Yankee. The reports focus on aclivities at the site and
include highhights of the national debate on storing and disposing of the used muelear fuel. For
your convenience, highlights of local and national events are captured in the execulive summary
of the reports.

The enclosed reports provide the information requived under Title 22 of the Maine
Revised Statutes Annotated §666, as cnacled under Public Law, Chapter 539, in the second
regular session of the 123™ Legislaiure.

Should you have questions about its content, please fecl free 1o contact Mr. Patrick J.
Dostie. State Nuclear Safery Inspector, ar 287-6721.
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Enclosure

el Mark Lombard. L.5. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Monica Ford, L1.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Region |
1. Btanley Brown, Independent Spent [uel Storage Installation Manager, Maine Yanlee
Holly Lusk. Senior Iealth Policy Advisor
Kenneth Albert, Dircetor, Mane Center [or Disease Control and Prevention
Patricia W. Aho, Commissioner, Department of Environmental Protection
Timothy Schneider, Maine Public Advocate
Lieutenmt Scot Ireland, Special Services Unit, Mame State Police
Waney Beardsley, Dircetor. Division of Environmental IT=alth
Jay Il¥land. PL, Manager, Radiation Control Program



State Nuclear Safety Tnspector Office
Maine CDC — DHHS

January 2014 Monthly Report o the Legislature

[xecutive Summary

The report covers activities al the Maine Yankee Independent Spent Fuel Siorage Installation (ISFST) facility,
including the State’s on-gong environmental radiation surveillance and provides updates on the national effort
to license and construct a consolidated interim storage [acilily and/or a permanent geologic repository for the
disposal of spent nuclear fuel. Maine’s goal is to move the TSFST waste stored at Maine Yankee to one of these
facilities. The report’s highlights assist readers to locus on the significant activities thal look place both locally
and nationally during the month.

Local

e Maine Yankee nolilied the Nuclear Repulatory Commission (NRC) of the formation of a new
ntermediale holding company, lberdrola USA Networks, Tne., in the owncrship chain of Central Maine
Power (CMP) Campany, The new ownership chain for CMP is CMP Group, Inc., Iberdrola USA
Networks, Inc., Iberdrola USA Inc, o Therdrola, 8.A. of Spain.

¢ Mane Yankee further notified the NRC of the compleled merger and consolidation of Maine Public
Service (MPS) and Bangor Hydro Eleetric Company (BIIEC) on December 31, 2013, Both MPS and
BIIEC are subsidiarics of Bangor Hydro Flectric Iloldings. lne., a wholly owned subsidiary of ihe
Canadian firm Emera. Wilh the merger, MPS no lonpor exists and the successor, BHEC, has been
renamed Emera Mamne.

e Maine Yankee notified the Depariment of Environmental Protection {DEP) that they had performed
their annual inspection of the site as per their Environmental Covenant with DEP. They informed DEP
that they had constructed a slorage and maintenance building, insialled electric cables for the new
vehicle barrer gate. repaired a sewer line break, and had a foundation removed by CMP in thewr 345kV
Switch Yard.

¢ The Dircetor of the Maine Cenler lor Tisease Control and Provention lorwarded a responsc (o
Yermont’s Department of Heallth Commissioner’s questions on Maine’s decommissioning expericnee
and current oversight ol the storage Tacility in Wiscasser,

Mational:

s The Department of Energy (DOE) and the Department of Justice {00} filed with the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Distnel of Columbia Cireuit their petition for rehearing en bane (before the Tull courl)
on the suspension of the fze assessment to nuclear utility generators.

s Thec Sceretary of Hnergy lorwarded a Jetler Lo the Vice President, as President ol the Senate, the DOE’s
“cowrt mandated proposal” o Congress Lo lower the current fec paid by nuclear ulilities for disposal of
spent nuclear fuel (o zero.

s The DOJ issued a letter to the general counsel on the three Yankees' (Yankee Atomic, Connecticut
Yankce and Maine Yankee) lawsuil againsi the federal government informing him of the Court of
Federal Claims” awards [or each uiility with Maine Yankee receiving $35,760,992.



Iniroduction

As part of the Department of Health and [Tuman Services' long slanding oversight of Maine Yankec’s nuclear
activities under Title 22, Maine Revised Statutes (MRS} 8666 (2), legislation was cnacled in the second regular
scssion ol the 123" and signed by Govemor Juhn Baldacci requiring that the State Nuclear Salely Inspector
prepare a monthly report on the oversight activities performed at the ISFST Facility located in Wiscasset, Mainc.

The State Inspeetor’s individual activities for the past month are highlighted undet cerlain broad catcgories. as
illustrated below. Since some activitics are periodic wnd ongoing, there may be some months when very little
will be reporied under that catcgory. It 1s recommended for reviewers o examine previous reports to ensurc
comneclivity with the information presented as it would be cumbersome to continuously repeal prior information
mn every report. Past reports are available from the Radiation Control Program’s web siie at the following link:
www maineradiationcontrol.org and by clicking on the nuclear safety link in the left hand margin,

Commencing with the January 2010, report the glossary and the historical perspective addendum are no longer
included in the report. Instead, this information s available at the Radiation Control Program’s wehsite noted
above. Tn some situations, the footnotes may melude some basic information and may redirect the reviewer to
the website. In October 2011, the format of the report was changed Lo include an execulive summary which
replaced the official memorandum te the legislative leadership transmitting the repori. To further streamline
cfforts, beginming in August of 2012, the report [eatured hyperlinks to documents that would normally be
attached as copies (o the report, 'The hyperlinks should facilitate the reports review with some readers Tocusing
on the report while others who wish to explore the cited documentation can do so. In January 2014, the report’s
exaculive sunmumary was shortened 1o improve its readability.

Independent Spent Fuel Storage Tnstallation (ISFS1)

During January, the general status of the ISTSI was normal, with no instances of spurious alarms duc to
environmental conditions.

There were (wo fire-related impalrments. The [irst impairment was duc to paper tecords being removed from
the slorage vault in preparation for removing the vault. The paper records were temporarily stored in the truck
bay until they were moved to the new storage building the following month.  Periodic lire rounds werc
instituted until the papers were temoved. The second oceurred during the demolition of (he records vault which
cracked some [re-raled shestrock.

There was no security-related impairment or security events logged (SEIL) for the month. Thig is the first time
that there were no SELs recorded during a month and most likely due 1o equipment upprades.

There were ten condition reports’ (CR) Tor the month and they are described below.

1" CR: Documented that the latch on 2 flammable’s storage locker was not working properly. The latch
was repaired the same day.

CR: Documented that the fire extinguisher mspection tags were inadvertently marked in the wrong
menth, A majerity of the tags were replaced noting the correct month on the same day. All the
tags were replaced by the end ol the month.

3™ CR: Was writlen (o document a fluid leak from the front axle ol 4 twactor parleed in the Storage

Bulding. The oil on the concrete floor was cleansd up and drip pads were placed immediately.
The tractor’s oll scal was repaired.
4™ CR: Was written to document thal a portable media device was found to be stored in the incomrect

?nd

' A condition report is a report that promptly alerls manugement to potential conditions that may be adverse to quality or salclby. For
more mtormation, refer to the glozsary on the Radistion Program’s wehsite,

e
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drawer of a file cabinel. All other contents in the file cabinel wers verified to be stored
correctly, The device was retumed to the correct location the same day.

51 CR: Was written as to document worm diggers trespassing on Maine Yankee properly. The Local
Law Linforcement Agencies were notificd. The Wiscassel Police Department along with Marine
Patrol responded. The individuals were found on the mud flats and were counselzd to cxit the
area below the high tide mark to stay ol Mainer Yankee proporty. The individuals left
cooperatively. A reportwas (led with the NRC’s Operations Cenler,

8" CR; Documented that a contract worker had a small picce of drywall debris in hiz eve during
demolition activities. The eve was immediately lushed and the worleer returned o work, The
eye prolection requirement was upgraded to lul] gogeles,

7" CR: Documented that a computer menitor [ailed to display after a planned reboot cccurred. The
monitor was replaced and tesled salisfactorily.

8% CR: Was written to track the results of an annual assessment of the Preventative Mainienance
Program. Based on the assessiment, some minor revisions o several PM’s were made,

9" CR: Was writlen Lo document that a lost key card was [bund outside the Sccurity and Operations
Butlding. The key card was uscd only lor equipment sign outs and was nol a security access
card. The procedure was changed 1o dillerentiate the two types ol key cards used at the [acilily,

10" CR: Documented a licensing engineer perfinming an evaluation withou! the appropriate
decumentation of his qualilications on file at Maine Yankee The engineer was qualilied at
Connecticul Yankee and Yankee Eowe, However, the correct documentation had not been
filled out at Maine Yankee. The corrcet reviews and documents wore completed the same day.

Cther ISEST Related Activities

I;

(g5

On January 2, Maine Yankee notificd the NRC ol the forniation of a new intermediate holding company
m the vwnership chain of Central Maine Fower (CMP) Company. The new helding company is
Iberdrola USA Networlks, Inc, a new Maine Corporation. The new ownership chain for CMP is CME
Group, Inc. Therdrola USA Networks, Inc., [berdrola USA Ing., to Tberdrola, $.A. of Spain. The change
does not altect CMP's ownership intorests in Maine Yankee. The change does not result in changes Lo
Maine Yankee's Board of Directors or involve any transfer of control, whether directly or indirect]y, of
Maine Yankece's license.

On January 6, Maine Yankee notified the NRC of a change in (he Maine Yankee Board of Directors.
The resignation of one Board member from Northeast Uilities resulted in the appointment of a
successor. The appointment did not impacl loveign ownership, control, or inllusnce considerations as
Meortheast Utilitics is a demestic company.

On January 7, Maine Yankee submitted its October 2013 chemical data for its groundwater monitoring
sampling, A report will be gencraied afler the 2014 spring and summer sampling campaipns. Maine
Yankee has a thirty-vear agreement with the Department of Fnvironmiental Protection (DEP) to
periodically momitor the groundwater at the former industrial site for chemical contamination.

Om January 8, Maine Yankee notificd the NRC of the completed merger and consolidation of Maine
Public Service (MPS) and Bangor Hydro Electric Company (BHEC) on December 31, 2013, Both MPS
and BHLC arc subsidianes ol Bangor Iydro Clectric Holdings, Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of the
Canadian firm Fmera. With the merger MPS no longer exists and the successor, BHEC, has been
renamed Emera Maine. Tmera Maine now has a 12% interest in Maine Yankee which allows Emera
Maine to appoint onc member and alternate to Maine Yankee's Board of Directors. According to Maing
Yankee's Iegation Action Plan certifications of foreign sponsor representatives were provided Lo the
MRC in July, 2012,

[}
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On January 10, worin diggers trespassed on Maine Yankee property to gain access to the mud flats in
Bailey Cove. The Local Law Enforcement Agencies and Marine Patrol were notified and responded.
The worm diggers were eounseled by the LLEA and MP and left the mud flats. According lo the TLEA
and MP the diggers were accessing the mud flats from the higher ground on Maine Yankee as opposed
to walking the ice covered shoreline. The NRC operations Cenler was notified of the incident,

6. On January 27" Maine Yankec notified the DEP that they had performed (heir annual inspection of the
site as per their Lnvironmental Covenanl with DEP.  Maine Yankee informed DLP thal it had
constructed a storage and mainienance building in 2013, The 50il Management Plan of the
Invironmental Covenani was cited seven times in 2013, Three of the seven times involved the
construction ol the new building with a scptic tank and waler line. Two of the oceasions were for the
loundations and trenches for electrie eables for the new vehicle barrier pate. The remaining two cvents
were ot repairs to a sewer line break and a foundation removal by CMP in their 345KV Switch Yard.

7. On January 29, the legislatively muandated Group, representing the Department of Lovironmental
Protection (DLP), the Stale Police, the Public Advocate, the Department o Health and Human Services’
Radiation Control Program and Maine Yankee. met for its quarterly meeting to discuss the Stae’s and
Maine Yankee's aclivities pertinent to the oversight of the TSFSL  The Statc Inspector briefed the group
on s attendance at the NRCs waste conflidence public meeting held in Chelmsiord, Massachusetis, his
participation in the national Nuclear Waste Policy Act intcrregional team that was tasked to lormalize
statcs recommendations o Department of Lnergy's (DOFE) funding of individual state grams on
activilies pertinent to the transportation of spenl nuclear fuel shipments, the staws of the State's
Conlirmatory Summary Report on the Maine Yankee decommissioning, and his participation in Maine
Yunkee's annual emergency plan exercise  Maine Yankee briefed the Group on the design review (ot
the construction of scven new ollices in [he Security and Cperations Buwilding in preparation for the
licensing rencwal of the storage casks and canisters, Maine Yankee noted that they had perionmed the
fall sampling ol the DEP required chemical sampling of the site wells with additional sampling
scheduled Tor the spring and summer. Maine Yankee also announced the new 1SFSI Manager who
would be replacing the Sitc Vice-President who will be retiring in two weeks, bul maintaining a part
time, radiation consultant role al the site and the other two Yankee slorage sites in New England, They
also mentioned ol the upeoming NRC inspection scheduled for mid-April. On the national scene, Maine
Yankee informed the Group that the federal government did nol appeal the latest Court decision on the
Phase 1T lawsuits awarding Maine Yankee $35.7 million with the remaining $159.7 awarded to
Comnecticut Yankee and Yankee Atomic m Massachusetts, The Public Advoeate informed the Group ol
the 2013 Omnibus Encrgy Law that directed 53% of the Phasc | awards to Efficiency Maine with the
remaining 43% used to reduce the utility’s rates to ratepayers on (heir transmission and distribution
costs. The Tublic Advocate further mentioned that the Maine Public Utilities Commission also opened
an ingquiry on what expenditures would reduce rates. Three organizations commented -- Central Maine
Power, Bmera Maine and the Oflice of Public Advocate. All three recommendad that the funds (rom the
award be used lo reduce stranded costs,

Lnvironmental

The State received the 2013 fourth quarier rvesulls in Januvary from the [ield replacement of ils
thermolumincscent dosimeters (TTL.DsY around the ISTSI and the Maine Yarkee industrial site. The results
from the guarterly TLD change oul continued to illustrate three disunel exposure groups: clevaled, slightly
clovated, and normal. The number of high stations increased from the expected two, stations (7 and K. to five

* Thermoluminescent dosimetirs are very small plastic like phosphors or crvstals that are pluced i a small plastic cage and muoumted
on trees. electric utility poles, ele. w absorb any radiation that impinges on the matetial. For a further explanation, refar to the glossary
on the Radiarion Frogram’s websiwe.



slations with the addition of stations F, T, and Q. The clevated stalions averaged 31.0 milliRoentgens’ (mR).
There appeared to be no rational basis for the Increased number of stations. Occasionally stations wade places,
but it was unusual for three exira stations to do so as compared to one station in the past, An obscrvation was
made that the overall results were higher this quarter than the previous quarter. Normally, the fourth quarter is
reduced due to environmental effects such as froven ground conditions or snow cover impeding the oulgassing
of the natural Radon gas in the soils. If anything, the TLD results should have been lower duc to the more frigid
conditions and multiple snowstorms experienced universally last fall. This is the second conseculive vear that
the fourth quarter TLDs resulls have exceeded the previous quarter’s results.

There were six stations 10 the slightly elevated group (A, T, B, I, ML and ) with an average of 28.2 mR. Some
stations continue (o trade places duc to background variations, except that it was surprising to sce stations A and
I3 thal are usually in the normal grouping o be in the slightly clevated paiving. Three remained and three others
traded places from the previous quarter. For example, besides stations A, and D, station M (hat was in the
normal group last quarter was in the slightly elevated group this quarter. The vendor did reject one of the three
element responses to one of the TLDs at station B, After performing a statistical outlier test, the State deeided
to accepl the data and factored that into its results. The exclusion of the rejected data would have lowered
station F's resulls to be in the normal grouping. All the deviations will be tracked over the next several quarters
Lo see 1l a pattern develops. There were six stations (B, C, 1L L, N, and P) in the nermal group as opposed to the
previous quarter’s nine and they averaged 26.0 mR.

The Maine Yankee industiial site TLDs averaged 21.6 mR, which is comparable to the normally expected
background radiation levels of 15 to 30 mR lor the coast of Maine. lronically, the industrial site TLD results
exmibited the expected scasonal variations with the fourth quarter results being lower than the previous quarter,
unlike the [SI'SL stations. Some ol the stations have background levels that are highly dependent upon tidal
effects. and local geology. However, virtually all the stations display seasonal fluctuations that are affected by
the out passing ol the naturally radioactive gas, Radon.

The four control TLDs that were stored at the State’s TTealth and Lovirenmenial Testing Laborators (HETT.) in
Augusta averaged about 14.8 mR. Although the storing of the control TL.Ds al HIETL s pre-World War 11 steel
vault lowers the natural background values, the 14.8 mR value lor this quarter was higher than last quarter’s
control results o 11.8 mR. It was observed that three of the four control TLDs were very consistent. However,
the lourth control exhibited a 30% decrease Irom the other threc. This was swprising as all four controls were
in the same shiclded environment with ne apparent reason for the disparity, except to conclude that there were
problems with thiz control badge. Even though seasonal fluctuations were expected, the higher backoround
from one quarter lo the next in a shiclded cnvironment was very unusual, Although we have not pinpointed the
cause ol the Muctuations yet, there was no doubl that something was impacting the TL.Ds. The controls were
mitially part of a program to better quantily the individval impacts of storage and transit exposures on the
ILDs. Howcver, as indicated above, they also have been instrumental in pointing out changes that would
normally have not been captured if it were not for the program.

As a further application of this TLD control assessment, on December 10 thres of the seven control TLDs
received for the first quarter of 2014 were returned to the State’s TLD vendor, Global Dosimetry in California,
Tor an analysis ol the lransportation exposures, The initial set of resulis from the control TLD badges returncd
indicated an average of 7.7 mR for the total exposure picked up between leaving the vendor, arriving at the
Slate and (hen immediately being shipped back and received by the vendor. The 7.7 mR was a sipnificant
decrease over the previous quarter’s reporled 11.9 mR fransit badges. which was very troubling.  Aller two
vears the State was starting 1o see signs of a pattern developing for the different guartcrs, Nevertheless, it was
too early to tell il the pattern was real. Borc time 18 needed (o verify if the pattern continues, Besides scazonal
and daily fluctuations in the background, modest incieases or decreases could be altributed to an extra few days

I A millikeentgen (mB) is a measurement of radiation exposurs, For a further explanation, refer to the plossary on the Radiation
Program’s website,



or a few days less transit. However, the extra transil times or background fluctuations would not explain the
decrcase for this quarler.

The lield control TLDs at Ferry Landing on Westport Island, the Hdgecomb Fire Station and the rool of the
state’s Ilealth and Lovironmental Testing Laboratory read 25.2, 23.7, and 20.8 mR, respectively. Tt was noted
that the Westport Island value was higher than the Edgecomb Five Station. 'The Westport Tsland TLD has
traditionally been lower than the Edgecomb Fire Station. However, one of the two TLDs had hisher values
when compared with the other. The differcnee between the TT.D aggregate valucs at the same location usually
rn between 3 and 5. The difference in this case was |5 with no apparent rcason.

As noled in earlier reports the State’s maintains an environmental air sampler on the roaf of HETI. lor local or
national cvents. The air sampler was extremely instrumental during the Fukushima event in Japan over two
years ago m quantilying the levels of radioactivity that was coming from the crippled reactors. This year's third
queu‘ier resulls did not identify any unusual radioactive elements and were within istorical ranges for both gross
beta and Bervllium-7. a namrally radioactive cosmogenic clement that is produced from cosmic rays
interacting with the nitrogen and oxygen awoms in the atmosphere. The gross beta results ranged from 201 to
46.0 femto-curics per eubic meter ([Ci: "m:{f A compr:-mtc of the six bi-weekly air filter samples was used to
measure the Beryllium-7"s concentration of 59.0 fCi/m

For informational purposes Figure 1 on page 7 illusirales the locations of the State’s 17 TLD locations in the

vicimity of the ISISL The State’s locations are identified by letters with the highest locations for this quarter
being I, €. K, L. and ), as opposed o the historically high stations {7 and K.

Other Newsworthy ltems

I On January 3, the DOL and the Department of Justice (DOJ) filed with the U8, Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia Cirenil their petition for rehearing and rehearing en banc (before the 1ull court) on
the suspension ol the lee assessment to nuclear utility generators. The DOE and DOJT contended that the
Couwrtissued an inconsistent ruling, in that DOF could not utilize Yucca Mountain as a proxy for its lee
detenmination and could not consider an alternative site in their cost assumptions,  The respondents
further maintained that the Court issued a flawed ruling and overstepped its bounds by violating the
Nuclear Waste Policy Act in preventing the Scerctary [rom carrying out his legal mandale under the law.
The web link o the filing can be accesscd by positioning the cursor over the underlined text and
[following the directions,

2. On January 3, the Secretary of Energy forwarded a letter to the Viee President, President of the Senate,
the DOLs “court mandated proposal”™ t Congress to lower the currenl [ee paid by nuclear ulilities for
disposal of spent nuclear fugl to zero. The Lnergy Secrelary took issue with the Courl’s mandate by
slipulatimg that the mandate was not consistent with established law. He also notified the Viee President
of the Department of Justice’s petition lor rehearing with the full D.C. Court, Ile further informed the
Vice President of the 90 duy period before the fee adjustment would lake place unless Congress passed
legislation 1o override the fee reduction. The web hnk for the leller can be aceessed by positioning the
cursor over the underlined text and followmy (he directions.

" Giross Reta is a simple sereening technique that measures the total number of beta particles cmanating from a petentially radivactive
sumple. Refer to the glossary on the website (or Turthor mimmation,

A BCiAm3 is an acromym for a femto-curie per cubic meter. which is a concentration unit Lhat defings how much radioactivily i
prosent in s particular i volume, such as a cubic meter. A "femnto" is 3 scientific prefix for an cxponential tenm that is equivalent to
ome gquaddrillionth 171,000,000, 000,000,000
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Other Newsworthy ltems

3.

On January 6, DOL responded to the Touse’s December 2013 lelier requesting responses lo seven
questions on information regarding the Court’s mandated fee suspension, DOL’s inlentions to comply
with the Nuclear Waste Policy Act, plans for completing (he supplemental Fnviromnental [mpact
Statement (EIS), and a breakdown on cxpenditures. TYOF responded by indicating that
e they had subwmitted o Congress a proposal to lowsr the fee to zero and also indicated that
they had filed for a rehearing with the full Court,
# they will abide by the Court’s and the NRC's directives, subject lo the availability of
fumds,
# they have commenced reviewing a technical reporl previously provided (o the NRC on
groundwaler 15sues,
¢ they have drafted a notice ol intent to prepare the EIS supplement and procured the
services of confractors to supporl this effort,
& they would nol reconstitute the Office ol Civilian Radiocactive Waste Munagement
(OCRWM), they provided a breakdown of the individual activitics thal resulted in
55393000 m expenditures, such as obligations lo pension funds [or retited Yueca
Mountain workers, administration ol the Nuclear Waste lund, fee adequacy assessment,
financial audits, DOJ reviews ol proposed settlements on lawsuits, and maintenance of
Yucea Mountain records and technical and scientific inlormation.
= (hey were under no legal requirement Lo provide OCERWM status reports on Nuclear
Waste ['und collections bul did so as a courtesy until they ceased in 2009,
e they annually prepare a financial report on the Nuelear Waste Fund, which is audited by
the DOE s OITce of Tnspector General, and
e they were in the process ol updaling the latest information on the amoeunt of spent (s
discharged since 2002,

The web link for the letter can be accessed by positioning the cursor over the underhined text and
following the directioms.

Cm January 14, the DOJ issued a letter lo the general counsel on the three Yankees' (Yankee Atomic,
Connecticut Yankee and Maine Yankee) lawsuit against the federal government for their breach of
contract on taking possessiom ol the used nuclear fucl at the storage facilitics in Massachusetts,
Connecticut, and Wiscasset. The letrer specified the Court of Federal Claims® awards lor each utility
wilh Maine Yankee receiving $33.760.992. The letter lurther informed counsel thal the DOJ would not
appeal the judgment and requested specilic information for submittal te the Judgment Tund for payment
of the awards. 'The web link {or the letler can be accessed by positioning the cursor over the underlined
text and [ollowing Lhe directions.

CUmn January 16, the Canadian Nuclear Waste Management Organization nolified two communilies
Ontario, Arran-Elderside and Saugeen Shores, that they would no longer be considered hosts for a
geologic repository for used nuclear fucl as their siles lacked the geologic criteria for a repository.
Preliminary assessments at fourtcen other communities in Ontario and Saskalchewan were still on-
gommg.  Canada has adopted an Adaplive Thased Management Site Selection Process for (he
management of their used nuclear luel. The approach is a three phase decision making process with
nine steps to ensure thal the process is adaptable when new inlormation surfaces. The [irst phase
invelves an inilial screening of host communitics followed by preliminary asscssments lor surface and
subsurlace sutability. These are followed by detaled site evaluations, commumily decisions to
withdraw or move forward with a formal agreement, to covironmental assessments and regulatory
reviews, to construetion ol a denionstration facility to confirm the site’s characteristics. o 1ssuance of an

8



operating license, and then construction and operation of a geologic disposal facility. The process is
consent based as the host communily dictates the terms and conditions under which they will host the
disposal facility.  The web link lor the letter to the Canadian communities and the preliminary
assessment can be accessed by positioning the cursor over the underlined text and following the
directions.

Un January 23, the NRC revised its review schedule for its final rule and Waste Confidence Generie
Eovironmental Tmpact Statement (GEIS) by extending the schedule one month.  The revision was
prompled in part by the number ol comments received (33.000) and the government shutdown last (al]
which compelled the NRC o reschedule multiple public meetings on the dralt GEIS and proposed
Waste Confidence Rule. The web link for the news release can be accessed hy positioning the cursor
over the underlined text and following the directions.

Un January 24, the NRC issued a Memorandum and Order relative to the Newvada’s request for
clanfication on the Commission’s decision on the resumption of the Yucca Mountain licensing process
and the Five Partics’ reconsideration request. (The Five Parties included the states of Washingion and
South Carolina, Nye County. Nevada, Aiken County, South Carolina, and (he National Association of
Fegulatory Ltlity Commissioncrs.) The Commission denied both requests on the grounds that the
continued abeyance of the adjudication process would not unfairly prejudice any participant, including
Nevada, and the level of detail soughi by the Five Partics was not a requitement of the Appeals Court
decision. The web link for the Memorandum and Order can be accessed by posilioning the cursor over
the underlined text and following the directions.

Un January 24, the NRC Chair forwarded her monthly status report to the Chair of the House Committee
on Frergy and Commeree on the NRC staff’s activities and Nuelear Waste I'und expenditures to support
those activitics. lhe report indicated the Yueca Mountain Ticensing activities lor December included
work on the Safery Evaluation Report, loading of the Yucea Mountain licensing documents into NRC's
ADAMS {a documents” database), planning and support, responses to the Commission’s August Order,
federal court litigation, and support’advice m NRC proccedings. TDecember's total expenditure
amounted o $79,142 of the $230,368 expended since the August Court decision. The report estimated
the total cost for remaining activities at $59.6 million out of the §13 million remaining funds, In addition,
the report noted that the staff had developed a project plan to address the work scope going lorward.
The scope would include the publishing ol the remaining four volumes (o the Safety Evaluation Report,
the leading of the licensing documents into NRC's document dalabase, and the DOF’S supplemental
FEnvironmental Impact Stalemenl. The report outlined (he organizational structure within NRC, the
anticipated process, assumed roles and responsibilities, the steps necessary (o accomplish the tasks, the
formulation of (eams to ensurc success, and a schedule for the timely completion of the Safety
Evaluation Report. The web link (or the report and project plan can be accessed by posilioning the
cursor over the underlined text and lollowing the dircetions.

On January 27, the IM.C. Circuit Court of Appeals issued an order requesiing NARUC file within 15
days a response to DOL’s request Tor an en banc rehearing (full courl) on the Court’s November 2013
Order to lower the nuelear wasie lee assessment to unclear wiilities to zero, The court further ordered
that they would not accept DOFE’s reply to the petitioners” response.

10. On January 28, the Director of the Maine Center lor Disease Control and Prevention forwarded a one

page response to Vermont's Department of Ilealth Commissioner’s questions on  Maine's
decormissioning cxperience and current oversight of the storage lueility in Wiscasset. The response
related Maine’s legislative mandate and funding source [or the decommissioning, mcluding information
on state oversight and funding oversight for the storage facility,
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Umn January 29, the NRC held g public teleconference o discuss the status of the Waste Conlidence
Greneric Environmental Impact Statement (GEIS) and rulemaking. There were 111 participants in the
teleconfercnce that included members of the public, industry, public advocacy and environmental
groups, tribal and state governments, and the NRC. Questions were raised on the NRC's process for
reviewing and responding to the 33,000 comments reccived, the schedule for the rest of the rulemaking,
public involvement going lorward, the applicability of ihe rulemaking 1o resumption of reactor
licensing, and how site specific concerns would be addressed in the final tule, The web link for the
teleconfercnee summary can be accessed by positioning the cursor over the underlined text and
following the directions.

On January 29, the Chair of the 1U.8. Nuclear Waste lechnical Review Board forwarded a letter to
DOE's Assistant Secretary of Nuclear Energy. The letter was in response to DOE's presentation al a
Board meeting held in Washinglon, D.C with the inlent of conveying the Board's comments mnd
recommendations on DOEs activities discussed at the Board meeting.  The leller focused on (hree areas
sponsored by DOR’s Office of Used Nuclear Fuel Dispesition Research and Development,  Thoy
included:
»  lixperiments and [ield demonstration ol high burn-up used nuclear fuel and svstems for
cxtended dry storage,
»  Fvaluation of used nuclear luel and high-level waste inventory, waste forms and disposal
options.
* Integrating standardization of a canister system design for used nuclear fuel and high
level wasle.
The Board expressed concerns that, duc to limited funding. tests on hi gh burn-up fucl were limited in
scope and number and involved a broad range of experimental conditions. The Board recommended
that DOE conduct more tests, acquire more data from the nuclear industry on characteristics of high
bum-up, develop sensors and mstrumentation to monitor the storage conditions over extended periods,
and establish a dry facility Lo open casks and canisters [or inspection and examination. On disposal
options the Board questioned DOL's rescatch that characterized salt, erystalline rock, and clay/shale as
cxhibiting similar performance. The Board was further critical of DOE's efforts and position on deep
borehole disposal and stated thai they were too quick to dismiss it as a disposal option. Ilowever, (he
Board was heartened by DOR’s efforts embracing standardization into the nuclear waste management
system. ‘The web link Tor the letter can be accessed by positioning the cursor over the nnderlined text
and following the directions.

. On January 30" the petitioner’s (Nye County, Nevada, Aiken County, South Carelina, the states of

Washington and South Caroling, and the National Association of Regulatory Tliility Commissioners)
filed an unopposed motion for voluntary dismissal. The petitioners™ had [iled 4 2012 motion with the
Court, which held the earlier motion in abeyunce pending the outcome of another case belore the Court.
The Court’s 2013 Order to mandale the resumption of the Yucca Mountain licensing proceeding has
rendered this earlicr petition moot because the time limit lor judicial review expired. Both the NRC and
the State of Nevada had no objection to this motion.  The web link for the motion can be accessed by
positioning the cursor over the underlined text and following the directions.
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