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LD 881 Satellite Sewer Collection Systems Stakeholder Group 
Report to The Joint Environmental & Natural Resources Committee 

Executive Summary 

During the l28 th Legislature session, L.D. 881 "An Act to Increase Wastewater Management 
Responsibility by Licensing Certain Municipal Sewage Collection Systems" (Exhibit A) came before the Joint 
Environmental & Natural Resources Committee. The Committee voted to submit an Ought Not to Pass (ONTP) 
recommendation to the full Legislature. While it was voted ONTP, Committee leadership accepted the 
recommendation of interested municipal wastewater systems associations to form a stakeholder group to review 
the legislation and provide a recommendation or recommendations for the Committee's consideration. The 
stakeholder group was asked to report back to the E&NR Committee in January 2018. 

The Maine Water Environment Association (MEWEA), Maine Rural Water Association (MRW A), and 
Maine Water Utilities Association (MWUA) formed the L.D. 881 Satellite Sewer Collection System Stakeholder 
Group (SSCS). The Maine Municipal Association (MMA) agreed to representation through the municipal 
representatives from the satellite sewer collection systems. Brian Kavanah volunteered on behalf of the Maine 
Department of Environmental Protection. 

Stakeholder Group Recommendations 

L.D. 881: SUMMARY "This bill requires municipal satellite collection systems to be licensed by the 

Department of Environmental Protection as subpermittees under the licenses of publicly owned treatment works. 
It requires the department to issue a license to a municipal satellite collection system if the municipal satellite 
collection system meets operation and maintenance standards established in rules adopted by the department."l 

L.D. 881 Satellite Sewer Collection System Stakeholder Group recommendation: 

• Recommend consideration of the proposed "registration form" developed by the SSCS Stakeholder 
Group 

o Require all municipal and quasi-municipal satellite collection systems to register with the 
Department; 

o Recommend adoption of the sample form, attached as Exhibit B, to accomplish said 
registration; 

o Registration form to be updated as needed. 

• Recommend no other action be taken at this time. 

(rest of page intentionally left blank) 
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LD 881 Satellite Sewer Collection Systems Stakeholder Group 
Report to The Joint Environmental & Natural Resources Committee 

L.n. 881 Satellite Sewer Collection System Stakeholder Group 

The L.D. 881 Satellite Sewer Collection System Stakeholder Group was comprised of representatives 
from four (4) of the publicly owned treatment works (POTW) that provide treatment of the wastewater from the 
municipal satellite sewer collection systems, representatives from ten (10) of the municipal satellite sewer 
collection systems, the three major Maine water/wastewater associations, MDEP, and the Maine Municipal 
Association through the municipal satellite sewer collection systems representatives. The Stakeholder Group 
was chaired by Leonard Blanchette. Several efforts were made to reach out to northern Maine municipalities for 
representation on the Stakeholder Group. A conference call / video conferencing system was made available at 
the MDEP office in Presque Isle to serve in that regard. The goal was to have a majority of the group's 
membership from the municipal satellite sewer collection systems. 

Municipal Wastewater Treatment System: 

• Phyliss Rand, Greater Augusta Utility District 

• Amanda Smith, Wastewater Treatment Facility, City of Bangor 

• Scott Firmin, Director of Wastewater Services, Portland Water District 

• Leonard Blanchette, General Manager, Brunswick Sewer District 

Municipal Satellite Sewer System: 

• Boyd Snowden, Superintendent, Sewer Department, Town of Oakland 

• Dan Wells, Superintendent, Winthrop Utilities District 

• John Jansen, Superintendent, Waterville Sewerage District 

• Mark Holt, Superintendent, Sewer Department, Town of Jay 

• Paul Fongemie, Public Works Director, Town of Winslow 

• Paul Roupp, Trustee, Monmouth Sanitary District 

• Robert Gasper, Trustee, Manchester Sanitary District 

• Sean Currier, Public Works Director, Town of Hampden 

• Stuart Kay III, Superintendent, Topsham Sewer District 

• Tammy Murray, Town Administrative Assistant, Town of Anson 

Maine Department of Environmental Protection (Bureau of Water Quality): 

• Brian Kavlinah, Director, Division of Water Quality Management 

Maine Water Environment Association: 

• Scott Firmin, Immediate Past President 

• Leonard Blanchette, Government Affairs Committee 

Maine Rural Water Association: 

• Kirsten Hebert, Executive Director 

• Alex Wong, Project Manager 

Maine Water Utilities Association: 

• Bruce Berger, Executive Director 
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LD 881 Satellite Sewer Collection Systems Stakeholder Group 

Report to The Joint Environmental & Natural Resources Committee 

Report of the L.D. 881 Satellite Sewer Collection System Stakeholder Group 

Introduction 

The introduction ofL.D. 881 "An Act to Increase Wastewater Management Responsibility by Licensing 
Certain Municipal Sewage Collection Systems", grabbed the attention of the Maine water and wastewater 
associations and their members. Just the fact that this became an issue brought to the Maine Legislature, told of 

its significance. Even if the bill was killed, this was an emerging issue that was not going away. 

As it went through the public hearing and work session phases of the Joint Environmental & Natural 
Resources Committee, these associations understood the need to be not just a part of the solution, but to help 

determine a solution. As such, a recommendation went to the E&NR Committee for the creation of a stakeholder 
group to review the legislation and provide a recommendation or recommendations for consideration by the 
E&NR Committee. The E&NR Committee requested a report be submitted in January 2018. 

The Maine Water Environment Association, Maine Rural Water Association, Maine Water Utilities 
Association, and the Department of Environmental Protection formed the L.D. 881 Satellite Sewer Collection 

System Stakeholder Group (SSCS). The Maine Municipal Association (MMA) was represented by the municipal 
representatives from several satellite sewer collection systems. 

Topics of Discussion 

L.D. 881 proposed "municipal satellite collection systems to be licensed by the Department of 
Environmental Protection as subpermittees under the licenses of publicly owned treatment works. It required the 

department to issue a license to a municipal satellite collection system if the municipal satellite collection system 
meets operation and maintenance standards established in rules adopted by the department." 2 

While these requirements are already included in the licenses of the POTWs, and applied to the POTW 
systems that also own or operate a sewer collection system; it was felt by the Sanitary Sewer Collection System 
(SSCS) communities to be an overreach. That it would be a foot in the door for MDEP. The POTW communities 
felt this would place all the systems on an equal playing field. The SSCS communities believe they are not a 
problem. That they operate and maintain their systems as any prudent entity should. That this was a 'solution 

looking for a problem'. And that MDEP already had the authority and means to deal with a 'problem' municipal 
SSCS. 

It is important to note that MDEP did not submit L.D. 881. At the request of Chair Blanchette, Mr. 

Kavanah provided a memo summarizing Satellite Collection System Issues for consideration by the L.D. 881 

Stakeholder Group (Exhibit C). In summary the memo noted: 

"Satellite collection systems (SCS) ... are currently treated as unregulated entities in Maine. 

There are no requirements for licensing, maintenance, asset management, or reporting of 

illegal discharges."3 

2 128th Maine Legislature First Regular Session-2017 Legislative Document No. 881 Summary, March 7, 2017 (Exhibit A). 

3 Memorandum, LD 881- Satellite Collection System Issues, Brian Kavanah, May 30,2017. 
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LD 881 Satellite Sewer Collection Systems Stakeholder Group 
Report to The Joint Environmental & Natural Resources Committee 

L.D. 881 would allow MDEP to regulate municipal SSCSs as it currently regulates POTWs and 
their collection systems. 

Through numerous meetings the Stakeholder Group determine these two concepts to be 
the basis for any recommendation: 

Concept I-Instead of a license, simply have the municipal SSCS register with MDEP. Have a short 
form listing key information pertinent to the system. This concept was voice by Superintendent 
Snowden (Oakland) and Superintendent Holt (Jay). Supt. Snowden volunteered to draft a sample 
form. 

Concept 2 - MDEP Licensing. The Group asked Mr. Kavanah if he could provide a draft SSCS 
license for review and discussion. 

The draft SSCS license document contained several elements which became the basis for numerous 
group discussions: 

• A license by MDEP. Renewal every five (5) years. 

• Operation certification (by year five of the first license) 

• O&M Manual (by year five of the first license) 

• Asset management (by year five of the first license) 

• SpilllS SO reporting 

• System Operations and Management 

• Description of System (i.e. system map) 

• Back-up power for pump stations 

• Fee structure 

Chair Blanchette proceeded to poll the group members to determine consensus/non-consensus 

elements. Supt. Holt suggested that instead of looking at all these items, why not simply start with 

something simple. Require the municipal satellite sewer collection systems to register with MDEP. Have 

a one-page registration form noting system name, owner, operator (if different from the owner), and 

contact information. To include a brief system description (and map if available), and the system would 

agree to report spills/SSQ's as licensed systems are now required. Supt. Snowden agreed, as he has been 

advocating this approach. 

Conclusion 

The Stakeholder Group had determined early in its discussions that not only should it provide a 

recommendation(s), it should develop a recommended solution and, more importantly, provide a road 

map for the Legislature to follow. The recommended requirement for SSCS to report any illegal discharges 

and submit to MDEP the sample Registration Form meets that need. Given the differences of opinion 

within the Stakeholder Group, the group agreed this was a reasonable compromise. MDEP will require 

new Legislative authority to require the reporting of illegal discharges and the registration system. 

Recommended legislative language is provided in Exhibit D. 

End. 
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EXHIBIT A 

LEGISLATIVE DOCUMENT No. 881 

March 7, 2017 
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128th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-2017 

Legislative Document No. 881 

S.P.281 In Senate, March 7,2017 

An Act To Increase "'astewatel' Management Responsibility by 
Licensing Cel'tain Municipal Sewage Collection Systems 

Reference to the Committee on Environment and Natural Resources suggested and ordered 
printed. 

Presented by Senator SA VIELLO of Franklin. 
Cosponsored by Senator: DAVIS of Piscataquis. 

Prict,d 011 re'l'c!ed P'I'" 

HEATHER J.R. PRIEST 
Secretary of the Senate 



Be it enacted by tbe People ofthe State of Maine as follows: 

2 Sec. 1. 38 MRSA §361-A, sub-§§3-D and 3-E are enacted to read: 

3 3-D. :Municipal satellite collection system. "Municipal satellite collection svstem" 
4 means a sewage collection system that is owned or operated by a municipality or a quasi-
5 municipal entity and that directly or indirectly conveys wastewater to a publicly owned 
6 treatment works that is owned or operated by a separate legal entity. 

7 3-E. Publlclv owned treatment works. "Publicly ov.med treatment works" means a 
8 device or system for the treatment of pollutants that is owned by the State or a political 
9 subdivision thereof, a municipality. a district. a quasi-municipal cOQ?oration or another 

10 public entity. "Publicly owned treatment works" includes sewers. pipes or other 
11 conveyances only if they convey wastewater to a publicly owned treatment works 
12 providing treatment. 

13 Sec. 2. 38 MRSA §414-B, as amended by PL 2001, c. 232, §12, is further 
14 amended to read: 

15 §414-B. Publicly owned fl'eatment works; municipal satellite collection systems 

16 1. Definition. "Publicly o>"vned treatment works" means any device or system for the 
17 treatment of pollutants oVl'B:ed by the Sta-te Of any political subdivision thereof, any 
18 mliflicipality, district, quasi mu:nicipal corporation or other public entity. "Publicly 
19 o'.wed treatment works" includes se\vers, pipes Of other eOR¥eyances only if the)' Gomey 
20 'NBstev/ater to a publicly O'.vned treatment vl<Jrks providing treatment. 

21 2. Pretreatment standards. The department lllay establish pretreatment standards 
22 for the introduction into publicly owned treatment works of pollutants that interfere with, 
23 pass through or otherwise are incompatible with those treatment works. In addition, the 
24 department may establish pretreatment standards for designated toxic pollutants that may 
25 be introduced into a publicly owned ~eatment works. In order to assume and properly 
26 administer the authOlity to issue and enforce pemtits under the Federal Water Pollution 
27 Conu'ol Act, the department may adopt rules as necessary, provided that as long as the 
28 rules comply with the Federal Water Pollution Control Act or 40 Code of Fede:ral 
29 Regulations. Part 403. 

30 The dep811ment may require that any license for a disch81'ge from a publicly owned 
31 treatment works include conditions to require the identification of pollutants, in terms of 
32 character and volume, from any significant source introducing pollutants subject to 
33 pretreatment standards, and to assure compliance with these pretreatment standards by 
34 each of these sources. 

35 2-A. Prohibited discbarge through publicly owned treatment works. The 
36 discharge to a publicly owned treatment works of any pollutant that interferes with, 
37 passes through or otherwise is incompatible with these works, or that is a designated toxic 
38 pollutant, is prohibited tmless in compliance with pretreatment standards established for 
39 the applicable class or category of discharge. Violation of the terms and conditions of 
40 local pretreatment regulations or a user contract, pemlit or similar agreement between 811 
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industrial user and the owner of a publicly owned treatment works is prohibited. A 
2 violation may be enforced by the State or the owner of the treatment works 01' through 
3 joint action. 

4 3. User cbarges. The department may impose as a condition in any license for the 
5 discbarge of pollutants from publicly owned treatment works appropriate measures to 
6 establish and insure compliance by users of such treatment works with any system of user 
7 charges required by state or federal law or niles or regulations adopted or promulgated 
8 thereunder. 

9 4. Acceptance of wastewater. Municipal and quasi-municipal wastewater treatment 
10 facilities constructed wholly or in part with funding allocated pursuant to section 411 
11 shall accept for treatment holding tank wastewater from any watercraft sewage pump-out 
12 facilities required pursuant to section 423-B. Municipal and quasi-municipal wastewater 
13 treatment facilities may charge an annual or per visit fee for this service to be approved 
14 by the commissioner. 

15 5. Municipal satellite collection system. After the adoption of rules pursuant to this 
16 subsection. the nwner or operator of a municipal satellite collection system shall obtain a 
17 license from the department for operation of the municipal satellite collection system. 
18 The department shall issue a license tOa municipal satellite collection system under this 
19 subsection if the municipal satellite collection system meets operation and mafutenance 
20 standards established in rules adopted by the department. The department shall issue the 
21 license to the owner or operator as a subpermittee under the license of the publicly owned 
22 treatment works to which the municipal satellite collection system conveys wastewater. 
23 The department shall adopt rules to implement this subsection. Rules adopted pursuant to 
24 this subsection are rontine technical rules as deemed in Title 5. chapter 375. subchapter 
25 2-A. 

26 Sec. 3. Currently exlstlng municipal satellite collection systems. Within 
27 one year after the adoption of rules pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, 
28 section 414-B, subsection 5, an owner or operator of a municipal satellite collection 
29 system operating on the effective date of this Act shall obt~ a license from the 
30 Department of Environmental Protection pursuant to Title 38, section 414-B, subsection 
31 5. 

32 SUMMARY 

33 This bill requires municipal satellite collection systems to be licensed by the 
34 Depru1ment of Environmental Protection a'i subpermittees under the licenses of publicly 
35 owned treatment works. It requires the department to issue a license to a municipal 
36 satellite collection system if the municipal satellite collection system meets operation and 
37 maintenance standards established in rules adopted by the department. 
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SAMPLE SSCS REGISTRATION FORM 
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SAMPLE 

Form DEPLW XXX 
Revised December 4,2017 

Maine Department of Environmental Protection 

General Registration Form for 
Satellite Sewer Collection System 

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 

1. This general form is to be used to register municipal or quasi-municipal satellite sewer collection 
systems (SSCS) with the Maine Department of Environmental Protection. 

2. In accordance with 38 MRS, Section XXX, it shall be the responsibility of the "SSCS" listed below 
to provide notification of sanitary sewer discharges from the sewer system to locations other than 
the Wastewater Treatment Facility designated. Discharges must be reported in accordance with the 
Special Requirement section within this registration form. 

3. The SSCS will be operated in accordance with applicable requirements of State law and 
Department regulations. 

4. Part of this registration form includes the submission of a schematic that provides a conceptual 
overview of the sewer system which the SSCS operates. Submission of this schematic shall 
include identifying pipes and pump station locations on any of the following materials: 

a. 7.5 min. Topographical Map published by USGS 
b. Current system map 
c. Google Earth image 
d. Taxmap 

5. The final page of this registration includes the form for filing a written discharge notification to the 
Department of Environmental Protection. This form can be downloaded from the Department's 
website, http://www.maine.gov/dep/water/wdlmunicipal_industrial/#form. 

6. Registration shall be completed every 5 years, or when there is a change to geographic area served, 
or when the point of contact changes. 

7. After completing the registration in its entirety, submit 1 copy to: 

Maine Department of Environmental Protection 
Bureau of Water Quality 

Division of Water Quality Management 
State House Station 17 

Augusta, Maine 04333-0017 
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SAMPLE 

Maine Department of Environmental Protection 
General Registration Form for Satellite Sewer Collection System 

FACILITY AND REGISTRANT INFORMATION 

1. NruneofSSCS: ________________________________________________ _ 

Mailing Address: _________ ~ ___ _ Town:. ______ Zip: ___ _ 

2. Type of SSCS: ~i-Municipal O Municipal ther (Specify) _____ _ 

3. Name of Wastewater Treatment Facility Discharging to: ____________ _ 

4. Point of Contact For SSCS: 

Name: ___________ Title: Telephone: _______ _ 

Mailing Address: ___________ _ Town: Zip: __ _ 

Physical Street Address (if different from mailing address) ___________ _ 

SSCS INFORMATION 
Goo~phlcAreaS~oo: _________________________ _ 

Number of Residential & Commercial Connections: ----

Number of Industrial Connections: -----
Miles of Collector Sewers (approximate); _____ _ 

Miles of Interceptor Sewers (approximate, if applicable); ___ _ 

Miles of Force Main (approximate); _ ___ _ 

Number of Pump Stations (locations shown on schematic provided): 

o Attach schematic of the SSCS including sewer lines and pump stations. 

2 



SAMPLE 

Maine Department of Environmental Protection 
General Registration Form for Satellite Sewer Collection System 

SPECIAL REQUIREMENT 

SSCS entities are required to register with MeDEP and they are required to notify MeDEP of any 
unauthorized discharge from the system they are responsible for. The initial report shall be provided 
orally within 24 hours from the time the SSCS becomes aware of the unauthorized discharge. A written 
submission shall also be provided within 5 days of the time the SSCS was aware of the unauthorized 
discharge. Refer to the Discharge Incident Report Form included with this registration fOIm. 

For the purposes of this requirement, an unauthorized discharge is a discharge of wastewater from the 
SSCS to any location other than the wastewater treatment facility or ajoining SSCS that accepts their 
emuent. 

CERTIFICATION 

I certify under penalty of law that this document and any attachments were prepared under my direction 
or supervision and are accurate and true to the best of my knowledge. 

By: 
Signature: ________________ Date: ______ _ 

Printed Name: ---------------
Title: ------------------------

3 
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MEMORANDUM TO THE LD 881 STAKEHOLDER 
. GROUP, MAY 30, 2017 
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MAINE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

Memorandum 

5/30/17 

From: Brian Kavanah, Director, Division of Water Quality Management 
To: LD 881 Stakeholder Group 

RE: LD 881 • Satellite Collection System Issues 

At the request of Lenny Blanchette, (Chair of the LD 881 stakeholder group) I've 
summarized some issues for consideration. It is noted that LD 881 was not a Department 
bill. 

Summary: 
Satellite collection systems (SCS) {a community or district that owns a wastewater 
collection system but not a treatment facility and that ultimately discharges through another 
entities wastewater treatment facility} are currently treated as unregulated entities in 
Maine 1. There are no requirements for licensing, maintenance, asset management, or 
reporting of illegal discharges. There are currently 45 SCS that discharge to 27 Publicly 
Owned Treatment Works (POTWs). 

Currently the Department only licenses wastewater discharges such as POTWs. These 
licenses contain, among other requirements, certain limited operation and maintenance 
requirements for the POTW and the collection system that is operated by the POTW. 

Some issues to consider when discussing potential regulation of SCS include the 
following: 

1. No Oversight of Public Funds to Ensure Proper Management of Public 
Investment in SCS: 

Since 1970, $187,993,836 in public funds has been invested in the 45 SCS. 40 of the 45 
SCS (89%) have accepted money from one or more of the funds listed below. 

Source Amount Years 
Clean Water State Revolving Fund $157,410,679 1993 - 2017 
MEDEP State Grants $12,237,696 1970 - 2017 
Community Development Block $1,862,361 2000 - 2011 
Grants _(DECD) 
USDA - Rural Development $16,483,100 2000 - 2013 
TOTAL $187,993,836 

1 It is noted that authority to license SCS may exist through existing authority in the Clean Water Act and 
regulation as noted in the Charles River Pollution Control District case summarized in item # 6 below. 

Maine DEP - 5/30117 
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Since there is no regulation of SCS, there is no public oversight of the infrastructure to 
ensure the investment of public funds is managed for the best long term effect through the 
use of proper operation and maintenance and asset management. 

2. No Reporting Requirements for Illegal Discharges: 
Licensed wastewater discharges such as POTWs are required to report any illegal 
discharges (such as sanitary sewer overflows, treatment facility bypasses, etc.) to the 
Department within 24 hours and follow up with a written report within five days. 

However, while any discharge from a SCS to waters of the state is illegal, there is currently 
no requirement for these illegal discharges to be reported to the Department. While some 
illegal discharges have been voluntarily reported by the SCS, or have been reported to the 
Department through citizen complaints, it is likely that the majority of illegal discharges are 
not reported . 

The reporting of illegal discharges by POTWs allows the Department to gather facts about 
the discharge and take appropriate action, in conjunction with the licensed discharger. 
Actions may minimize or prevent a reoccurrence when possible, remediate any 
environmental damage or threat to public health, and analyze system vulnerabilities that 
may be common to other dischargers. 

The Department is aware of 45 illegal discharges by 11 SCS since 2007. We expect there 
have been many more illegal discharges during this time period that we are not aware of. 

An illegal discharge from a SCS has the potential to impact the environment and public 
health in the same manner as an illegal discharge from a POTW. 

3. No Minimum Standards for Operation and Maintenance or Asset Management: 
All POTWs are required to properly operate and maintain all facilities including collection 
systems. No such requirement exists for SCS. 

4. Impacts to POTWs: 
Improperly operated and maintained SCS can have a negative impact on their POTWs due 
to excess flows. Some POTWs have requested Department assistance in addressing this 
issue but no authority currently exists to do so. 

5. Impacts to POTWs leSOs: 
Improperly operated and maintained SCS can have a negative impact on their POTWs by 
exacerbating CSO issues. The Department recently completed an enforcement action 
against a POTW for failure to complete projects in their Long Term Control Plan. 
However, these projects were within the SCS. The POTW had no authority to complete 
these projects and relied on the SCS to do so. When the SCS failed to complete the 
project the Department had no enforcement authority against the SCS because they were 
not a permitted entity. The POTW ultimately passed the enforcement penalty to the SCS 

Maine DEP - 5/30/1 7 
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through a user agreement. The lack of regulatory oversight on the SCS resulted in a 
convoluted enforcement process to compel compliance and abate CSOs. 

6. Precedent in other state by EPA: 
In Massachusetts, EPA has implemented requirements for co-permitting and O&M for SCS 
as noted in the case summarized below: 

Charles River Pollution Control District MA 
• EPA issued NPDES permit 7/23/14 that included limited requirements on four SCS. 
• Four SCS appealed. 
• Permit upheld by Environmental Appeals Board (EAB), 2/4/15 
• The EAB ruled, "The Region has authority under the Clean Water Act and EPA 

Regulations to include the Towns as co-permittees to the permit, and the 
administrative record supports the Regions decision to include the Towns as co­
permittees. 

Maine DEP - 5/30117 
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Exhibit D 

Proposed Revisions to 38 M.R.S.A., Sections. 361-A, & 414-8 

Municipal Satellite Collection Systems 

§361-A. Definitions 
Unless the context otherwise indicates, the following words when used in any statute administered 
by the Department of Environmental Protection shall have the following meanings: [1973, c. 
423, §1 (RPR).J 

1. Discharge. "Discharge" means any spilling, leaking, pumping, pouring, emptying, 
dumping, disposing or other addition of any pollutant to wate(ofthe State. 

[ 1973, c. 450, §2 (RPi)<1 

I-A. Coastal streams. / .• /.,.v'. 
[ 1985, c. 698, §!(;,(RP) "~l'~ 

1-B. Agricultural activities. "AgriculturalAiCtiviti~s" ~~iris the growing of vegetables, 
fruits, seeds, nurs~ry cr~ps, po~1try, livestocy. '.' ~e~dcrops, CUltiVtit~d.o.r ... p. asture hay and farm 
woodlot products, mcludmg Christmas trees. ('.':'.' '\\c,\c~. 

[ 1979, c. 380, §1 (NEW).J ,,:t> 
1 B A 'f "\,", /'., '-
- . qUI er. '''i' '" /~.' ',~;C" 

[ 1981,/:._ 470, Pt. A,'§~3fRP).J '-.~:i! 

l-e. Aq.uifer recharge ~rea. \Aci.T£~r recharg~~~eat~c~eans land com~o1ed of permeable 
porous matenal or rock sufficIently ff~9tilre.g.toallow infiit!;aJ;l()n and percolatIOn of surface water 
and transmit it to aquifers. \ :>. "';'<,.-~>,. '-',,'; \ 

• ",'-;-': '. [ 197 9 ~;~4 : 2">'.~i3.\~EW) "-,.r::. 
I-D. AqUIfer. ''A~u!Sef'')l1~ans a g~~~9~IC f~~J;ili~~wnc~~po$,ed ~froc~ or sand and.~a."el 

that stores and transpl1ts, sIgrufic~nt.quantItIe~_otJ.;ecoverab~~wa~er, as I~entIfied by the .DI.vlSlon 
of Geology, Na~ft.l\,Al:eas and\S~astal R~soy.rces, Marne GeologIcal Survey wIthin the 

Departmen~~~~c~~CUlfuf~\~~~;ga~~n4~~ F:~t'~' §19 (AMD) .J 

l-E.£Oinmissioner. '~Comniissionel'''':meanS the Commissioner of Environmental 
Protecti~~~:<' >; ... -'<;:«'~;> ,'\;;,,;'"',. ~",<",- \,.,' 

\".,' ",,~r}98SI<q~ 481, Pt~ A, §82 (NEW) .J 

I-F~f()rdable hou~itlgh "Affo(dable housing" means dwellings, apartments or other living 
accommod1tiRns}or househ61d~.,maklifg,at or below 80% of the median household income as 
determined by't~~R~~partment\?~Economic and Community Development. 

"""'A Fl,987, c. 787, ~12 (NEW).J . 
I-G. Board. "B~ar(;l" means. the Board of EnvIronmental ProtectIOn. 

[ 1989, c. 89D r ':P1;;!A:; §40 (AFF); 1989, c. 890, Pt. B, §18 (NEW) .J 
I-H. Department.''-'':$epartment'' means the Department of En'vironmental Protection 

composed of the board and the commissioner. 
[ 1989, c. 890, Pt. A, §40 (AFF); 1989, c. 890, Pt. B, §18 (NEW) .J 

I-I. Clean 'Vater Act. "Clean Water Act" means the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, 
as defined in subsection 1-K. 

[ RR 1997, c. 2, §63 (COR) .J 

I-J. Code of Federal Regulations. "Code of Federal Regulations" means the codification 
of regulations published in the Federal Register by the Federal Government, and includes those 
regulations effective on or before July 1,2009. 

[ 2009, c. 121, § 6 (AMD) • J 

1 
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l-K. Federal Water Pollution Control Act. "Federal Water Pollution Control Act" means 
federal Public Law 92-500 or 33 United States Code, Sections 1251 et seq., including all 
amendments effective on or before July 1, 2009. 

[ 2009, c. 121, §7 (AMP) .J 
2. Fresh surface waters. "Fresh surface waters" means all waters of the State other than 

estuarine and marine waters and ground water. 
[ 1985, c. 698, §2 (AMP) .J 

2-A. Ground water. "Ground water" means all the waters found beneath the surface of the 
earth which are contained within or under this State or any portion thereof, except such waters as 
are confined and retained completely upon the property of one, person and do not drain into or 
connect with any other waters of the State. //',' 

[ 1979, c. 472, §9 (NjilW) . J 

2-B: H~ndle. "Handle". means to store, transfer, c91i~ct,syp. arate, salvage, process, reduce, 
recover, mcmerate, treat or dIspose of. .' (~C;' "'\.~:., 

[ 1985, c. 4 96, PVA', § 4 (NEW),;] 

3. Municipality. "Municipality" means ~~3,t6wn, plantatidn~ll1lorganized township. 
[ 1971, c. (!7Q(' §1 (NEW) . J >';c.' 

3-A. Nonferrous metal mining. "Nonfe~oll$, metal miIUng" meanthard rock mining for 
base a~d precio~s ~etals including copper, lead~~~j~.~incygQl.d, ~ilver, pla~~, paladi:un and 
unspecIfied platmOld metals. "Nonfyno\ls metal mmI4gH does~not mclude thoa"QPl, or uramum. 

[ 1~8.9t<::. 874, §6".;;{liTEW) . J ~. 

3~B. P~llu.tion ~revention. "P611~ti0't(prey~ntion"'~al:}s the application of th~ toxics use 
reductIOn pnnc~ples m chapter 2? to m\im.j.Jac~g,.s:ommet~aland consumer cheilllcal use and 
energy productIOn and cOJl,SumptIOn.-''\, ." "<. "\ .. 

[ 2009, c. S}§;l'to"a, §9 (AMP),; 209'9",i9> 5.?9, 'P,t,; B, §13 (AFF) . J 
3-~. Overboar&/dbcharg~(.119verboir4.'djpch~g-e'i'hai(~h.€ same meaning as in section 466, 

subsectIOn 9-A. '<>.. 2" \,: '.,; 
'~:'_ [003, c. 24\f),.§2 (NEW) .J 

4. Pers.9.Il.,<:'r..~rson' ~1li'eap.2ll1.1'iiidi\Tidual, ~,corporation, municipality, quasi-municipal . /' .. -."". ,,-,. --_...... :\-
corporatIQi1~,S!~t~L~&ency, feCle{al{ig;encY--D-!, othyr le~Al entity. 

0' ",;:~:. '+1971, C>QOi,§1 (NEW) .J 
i~/Pollutant. 11pQ.Uutant l'l'-'rl1eaps dredged;'spoil, solid waste, junk, incinerator residue, 

sewa~e, tefifse; effluent, g~tQa~~., s~{~exludge, munitions, chemicals: biological o~ radiological 
maten~ls, OlI(R~tr .. _. ol~um pro~~ot. ~ or bY<Pf;0ducts, heat., wrecke~ or dIscarded eqU1pme~t, rock, 
sand, dIrt and ~~stn.::., aI, muruc~al. '. domestIc, commercIal or agncultural wastes of any kind. 

'-....;,: f'1973, c. 450, §3 (NEW) .J 
. . 4-A-l. Sno~ dt4np;, IIS~Jl"r,dump:' mean~ a facility that is used for the storage of snow and 
mCIdental matenals cOll~tedfrQin public or pnvate ways. 

,~. ,:,' [ 1979, c. 296, § 1 ( NEW) . J 
4-A-2. Road salt and 'sa~d-salt storage area. "Road salt and sand-salt storage area" means 

a facility that is used for the storage and handling of highway deicing materials. 
[ 1985, c. 479, §2 (NEW) . J 

4-B. Surface waste water disposal system. "Surface waste water disposal system" shall 
mean any system for disposal of waste waters on the surface of the earth, including, but not limited 
to, holding ponds, surface application and injection systems. 

[ 1977, c. 271, §3 (NEW) .J 
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5. Estuarine and marine waters. "Estuallne and marine waters" means those portions of 
the Atlantic Ocean within the jurisdiction of the State, and all other waters of the State subject to 
the rise and fall of the tide except those waters listed and classified in sections 467 and 468. 

[1987, c. 402, Pt. A, §196 (AMD) .J 
6. Transfer of ownership. "Transfer of ownership" means a change in the legal entity that 

owns a property, facility or structure that is the subject of a license issued by the department. 
[ 1995, c. 642, §4 (RPR) .J 

7. Coastal streams. 
[ 1973, c . 625, §269 (RP) .J 

7. Waters of the State. "Waters of the State" means any and all surface and subsurface 
waters that are contained within, flow through, or under or h@~der upon this State or any portion 
of the State, including the marginal and high seas, except ~uCh waters as are confined and retained 
completely upon the property of one person and do not drain into or connect with any other waters 
of the State, but not excluding waters susceptible to u,se in interst~te or foreign commerce, or whose 
use, degradation or destruction would affect interstate or foreign cQmmerce. 

8. Municipal satellite collection system. "Municipal satel1ite collection system" means a 
sewage collection system. owned or operated oy a municipality. or a quasi-municipal entity. that 
directly or indirectly conveys wastewater to a pu8h~ly owned treatment wor~. that is owned or 
operated by a separate legal entity. A municipal satellite collection system may be a gravity sewer ( < 
or a force main. ' 

§414-B. Publicly owned ·treatment works and ·municipal satellite collection 
I -. 

systems \ 
1. Definition. "Publicly owed treatment works" means any device or system for the 

treatment 9f flollutants owned by the State or any Rolitical subdivision thereof, any municipality, 
district, ,quasi-municipal cOrP@~ation or other public entity. "Publicly owned treatment works" 
includes sewers, pipes Ot other conveyances only if they convey wastewater to a publicly owned 
treatment ,works providing"-treatment. 

[ 2 00 1 , c. 232, §12 (AMD) .J 
2. Pretreatment standards. The department may establish pretreatment standards for the 

introduction into ublicly ownetl treatment works of pollutants that interfere with, pass through or 
otherwise are incompatible witll those treatment works. In addition, the department may establish 
pretreatment standards for gesignated toxic pollutants that may be introduced into a publicly 
owned treatment works. ' ,In order to assume and properly administer the authority to issue and 
enforce permits under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, the department may adopt rules as 
necessary, provided that the rules comply with the Federal Water Pollution Control Act or 40 Code 
of Federal Regulations, Part 403. 

The department may require that any license for a discharge from a publicly owned treatment 
works include conditions to require the identification of pollutants, in terms of character and 
volume, from any significant source introducing pollutants subject to pretreatment standards, and 
to assure compliance with these pretreatment standards by each of these sources. 

[1997, c. 794, Pt. A, §26 (AMD) .J 
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2-A. Prohibited discharge through publicly owned treatment works. The discharge to a 
publicly owned treatment works of any pollutant that interferes with, passes through or otherwise 
is incompatible with these works, or that is a designated toxic pollutant, is prohibited unless in 
compliance with pretreatment standards established for the applicable class or category of 
discharge. Violation of the terms and conditions of local pretreatment regulations or a user 
contract, permit or similar agreement between an industrial user and the owner of a publicly owned 
treatment works is prohibited. A violation may be enforced by the State or the owner of the 
treatment works or through joint action. 

[1997, c. 794, Pt. A, §27 (AMD) .J 
3. User charges. The depat1ment may impose as a condi!ion in any license for the discharge 

of pollutants from publicly owned treatment works appropriate measures to establish and insure 
compliance by users of such treatment works with any sysfem of user charges required by state or 
federal law or regulations promulgated thereunder. 

[ 1989, c. 890, Pt . A, §40 (AFF); 1989 , c. 89Q, Pt . B, §32 (AMD) .J 
4. Acceptance of wastewater. MunicipfLl -and quasi-municipal wastewater treatment 

facilities constructed wholly or in part with funding allocated pursu~nt to section 411 shall accept 
for treatment holding tank wastewater from any watercraft sewage pump-out facilities required 
pursuant to section 423-B. Municipal and quasi~municipal wastewater treatment facilities may 
charge an annual or per visit fee for ~his service to be apPI:Qved by the commlssioner. 

n 
system must register the municipal s teIlite collection system with the department via forms 
provided by the depat1ment. Registration infofma$ion shall in~lude contact information for the 
system owner and opercUor. the licensed wastewater treatment \facility the municipal satellite 
collection system dis6harges fB. the geogra~hic &Tea served. a map of the system. and system 
specifications such \'a~ miles of' pipe. number and location of pump stations. and number of 
ru~m~. \ 

Municipal satellite ' copecti6n systems shall report to the department any unauthorized 
discharge. <" An unauthorized discharge IS -11 discha?gp of wastewater from the municipal satellite 
collecti/on system to < y location other than , the licensed wastewater treatment facility the 
municiPal satellite collection system stischarges to -as reported in the system registration form. The 
initial rei?()~ shall be proVided oraIlv within 24 hours from the time the municipal satellite 
collection SVS,XID owner or ~erator ~'oomes aware of the unauthorized discharge. A written 
submission shall also be provi~ed within 5 days of the time the municipal satellite collection 
system owner or ~[)~rator becomes aware of the unauthorized discharge. The written submission 
shall be submitted on fonns ,pfoyided by the department and shall contain a description of the 
unauthorized discharge'inch{ding: its cause. date and time period. discharge location and any water 
bodies impacted. gallons discharged. and if the discharge has not been corrected. the anticipated 
time it is expected to continue: and steps taken or planned to reduce. eliminate. and prevent 
reoccurrence ofihe discharge. 

SUMMARY 

This biIl defines a municipal satellite coIlection systems and establishes a requirement that 
the owner of the municipal satellite collection system register the system with the Depat1ment of 
Environmental Protection and report any unauthorized discharges to the department. 
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