
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



The Story of The Sta tha,m' s .Aoridgement 
By Barvey Doane 1:)aton, Jr. 

12 May 1954 

Several y.ears ago I asked my father to tell me the story of this 
rather rare book. He said most of the story is contained in the letters 
concerning it. I made copies of them, and they are reproduced below in 
full. 

He told me tvm acicU tional i terns. One vvas his belief that the' book 
has been rebound ancl is not now in its original binding. The other was 
his belief that the binder made an error in :placing the date on the 
binding. That date shows as 1470. 

Father had a volume of legal bibliography edited by Joseph Beale 
whicb I do not now find in his library, and have not seen for several 
years. In it the date for the publication of the Statham is given as 
1490, which father felt to be correct. 

The text of the four letters follows. 

Mr. Richard .Amos, 
Langdell Hall, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

1ty dear M:r., Ames: 

Waterville, Idaine, September 26, 1917. 

Please let me mention the Statham again. It was bought at 
Libbie's June 5, 1891. Er •. Arnold and I each had copies of the 
catalogue in advance of the sale. I had been wanting a copy and 
finding this one catalogued, though marked "imperfect" I told 
Iv'i.r •. Arnold of my intention to bid on it. 

A day or two later he said to me, 11Mr ... Ames wants tbat 
Statba,m., 11 I said at once that of course in that case I would not 
bid on it. On the day of the sale, or a day before, Nlr. Arnold 
said, "I!Ir. Ames finds it inconvenient to attend the auction, and 
as he is interested in nothing else, would you bid on the Statham 
fo:r him?" I said, ncertainly, 11 and 1jia_ it off for ~'.:3.,00, ·which 
your father paid to me v1hen I came bacir with the book. 

I have alvrays wanted 011, but have never seen one for sale 
since. From what you said in regard to the matter yesterday, 
I wondered whether this was at all prized or treasured by your 
people. If so, I have nothing further to say. If not, I should 
be extremely glad to purchase it, if you are willing to sell :!,t 
for say t;J;10.oo • . A.s I remember its condition, I think I would not 
want to pay above that. 

Trusting you will not think me presumptuous, I am, 

J:IDE/W Yours very truly, 

(Barvey D. Eaton) 



S taJX:ham - J? age 2 
(?en written l 

l\iiy dear I:Yr. 2liaton: 

I have asked Richard to let me answer your letter of September 
26 about the Statham. Mr .. Ames pl'ized the book very highly, and I 
too prize it on that account. V,'.hen I showed it to Richard yesterday 
he remembered it as one of his Fatherts treasures. 

I have hesitated a little about parting with it, but taking 
everything into consideration I am sure it is best that you should 
have it. I hope to send it tomorrow ·by parcel post, insured. Do 
not hesitate to accept it :for you may be su.re I shall be happier 
to know it is safe with you than here among Mr. Ames• books which 
will probably be scattered some day. I am glad to know just how 
J::I.r., .Ames came to own the book, and was much interested in your 
letter. 

11 :B'risbie Place 
Ca.l;"lb:ridge 
Oct. 1, 1917 

Dear l\Jlrs. Ames: 

Yours sincerely 
1S h --, ' l \ ara J:,. ii.mes 
(l\:lrs. James Ba,:rr Ames} 

(Pen written copy) 

Waterville, Maine, Octob,Ser 12, 1917 

Your letter and the Statham were duly :received. I hesitated 
to reply hardly knowing what to do but have decided to accept the 
book as you ask. I vlish you could realize how deeply I appreciate 
your letter and what you have done. The letter has been put in 
the book and both are in the safe with my choicest t:reaures. They 
will be cherished by myself, my sons and I hope by many future 
generations not only :for their ovm sake but in memory of James 
Barr .A.mes and of your kindness. 

Mrs. Sarah :R. Junes 
11 :B'risbie I'lace 
Cambridge, Mass. 

I✓Iy dear Nil' ., Ea ton : 

Yours very truly, 
( Harvey D. 1i)a ton) 

(Pen w:ri tten) 

I am sorry I did not make my meaning clear as to the nature 
of my gift. Under no circumstances could I accept any :money for 
the book that 111'. Ames cared for. I am glad to get your letter 
and glad you have the book. 

Cambridge 
October 13 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sarah R. Ames) 
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Over the fireplace in his private office father had framed 
portraits of three of his Harvard Law School Instructors. They were 
Dean Langdell, James Barr A.mes and John Chi~an Gray. 

North 
Harvey D .. Eaton was born at/Cornville, Maine, on 20 September 

1862 .. He died at \'/aterville, :Maine, on 17 October 1953 .. He 'IIV8.S 

admitted to the bar in 1889, and graduated f.roIB Harvard Law School 
in 1891. 

His law office was opened at Waterville on 15 July 1891 and 
the practice still is being carried on by his son Arthur I~aton. 
He himself vvas active in that praot:i.ce until just a few days before 
he died. During the first year of his practice he earned ~~15.00, 
as he relates in an address given before The Maine Bar Association 
on 22 January 1953. In later years his income increased. 

In that address he outlines his invention of the water district 
method of financing a pure water supply. Many communities since 
have adopted it. ]'or his work on The Kennebec Water District, which 
used most of his time for a decade, he received a fee of iw25,000. 

I once aslced. biS-·if he received. anything from ariy of the several 
hundred other water districts which had adopted his invention. He 
said, 11 0~ yest One of them once asked me to read a draft of a new 
bond they thought of is~uing, and paid me t,venty-five dollars for 
reading it. 11 

In the address mentioned. he said, 11 1 think there is pretty 
nearly a hundred million dollars invested in district securities 
that rest for their security on those vro:rds that are in that 
first, original Kennebec Water _District charter." 

Probably hi~ajor v1ork, however, was in the electric industry, 
for he founded The Central :Main.a Iiower Company and put most of 
his life into 'the work of financing its ex;pansion. It serves 
cust,omers in fifteen of the sixteen counties of The State of Maine. 

Yet he told me that if he had to select one bit of work of 
which he could be most contented it would be what he did in the 
Sprague Trust matter. It is outlined in his address, a copy of 
which is attached to this statement. There he says of the action 
of The United States Government, 11 I could not believe that a 
docyrine of equipy which had been built up over about three hundred 
yea.rs had all been wiped out. 11 To the confusion of The United States 
Gove:rnment The Supreme Court agreed - completely. 

In his law library father had approximately four thousand 
volumes. He claimed that he also borrowed more law books than any 
other lawyer he knev, but that, 11---I never have kept a borrov;ed 
law book over night. If I cannot get out of a book what I vvant in 
one day I 1,van t to buy and own a copy., 11 That is the man who 
presented his copy of Statham to The mw Library of The State of 
Maine., 

North Cornville, Maine 
·"t}~..t·" ! l.12."·i 
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AUTOGRAPHS, BOOKS, HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS 

& PAPERS, PAMPHLETS, PRINTS & ENGRAVINGS 

OF AMERICAN INTEREST .... 

AMERICAN, ENGLISH, & FOREIGN LITERATURE 

A SPECIALTY 

No. 34 &__ 36 Hi9h Stuet · Po1·tland 3 · Maine 

~iss Marion Stubbs 
Maine State ~ibrary 
Ai.:'.G;U st a, r,~a lne 

Lear Miss Stubbs: 

February 1954 

I was interested to read in last 
~a1urday's Press-Herald that the law department of the 
~tate ~ibrary had acquired a copy of Statham 1 s Abridgmen\. 

The informatjon given was somewhat 
n,=,bulous. The ::',hart Title Catalogue (British Museum) 
entry for this is as follows: 

Statham, Nicolas. (~brid~ment of Cases to the end of 
H, - "TT' 4o r-,-, ,-, ~ l 11 f u D ~~J• • \HOUen, ,r. Le i'L eur -• r,, lJD30D, 
1490). (~ocation of copies in EnJland follows). Bishop, 
in his Checklist of American Short Title 3ooks locates 
13 copies in the U. S., including three copies at 
il,3_r .. var-d G 

Actually a copy of this sold for as 
little as ~270.00 fairly recently. 

SJncerely, 


