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WHAT DOES A STATUS MEAN?

Unknown  There is no accepted stock assessment to estimate stock 
status.

Depleted  Reflects low levels of abundance though it is unclear 
whether fishing mortality is the primary cause for reduced stock size

Overfished  Occurs when stock biomass falls below the threshold 
established by the FMP, impacting the stock’s reproductive capacity 
to replace fish removed through harvest, and that decline is driven 
primarily by fishing mortality.

Overfishing  Removing fish from a population at a rate that 
exceeds the threshold established in the FMP, impacting the stock’s 
reproductive capacity to replace fish removed through harvest.

Benchmark stock assessment  A full analysis and review of stock 
condition, focusing on the consideration of new data sources and 
newer or improved assessment models. This assessment is generally 
conducted every 3 5 years and undergoes a formal peer review by a 
panel of independent scientists who evaluate whether the data and 
the methods used to produce the assessment are scientifically sound 
and appropriate for management use.

Stock assessment update  Incorporates data from the most recent 
years into a peer reviewed assessment model to determine current 
stock status (abundance and overfishing levels)

Management track assessments  Are part of the Northeast 
Fisheries Science Center’s (NEFSC) stock assessment process and 
provide routine, scheduled, and updated advice to directly inform 
management actions. Management track assessments ensure that 
stock status is updated on a regular and predictable basis.

Research track assessments  Are part of the NEFSC’s stock 
assessment process and are complex scientific efforts that are 
designed to be carried out over several years. They can (1) focus on 
research topics or on one or more individual stocks, (2) evaluate 
an issue or new model that could apply to many stocks, and/or 
(3) consider extensive changes in data, model, or stock structure. 
Research assessments can provide the basis for future management 
assessments.

Table Acronyms
ERPs  ecological reference points
ESA  Endangered Species Act
MSY  maximum sustainable yield

SPR  spawning potential ratio
SSB  spawning stock biomass
TLA  Traffic Light Analysis
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Black Sea Bass
The Commission’s Summer Flounder, Scup, and 
Black Sea Bass Management Board and the Mid-
Atlantic Fishery Management Council (MAFMC) 
jointly approved several changes to the management 
program for black sea bass commercial fisheries. These 
changes include modifying the state allocations of the 
commercial black sea bass quota, adding the state 
allocations to MAFMC’s Fishery Management Plan 
(FMP), and modifying the regulations for federal in-
season closures. The Board adopted the new allocations 
through Addendum XXXIII to the Summer Flounder, 
Scup and Black Sea Bass FMP. These actions address 
significant changes in the distribution of black sea bass 
that have occurred since the original allocations were 
implemented under Amendment 13 in 2003 and also 
account for the historical dependence of the states on 
the black sea bass fishery.  

Under the approved changes, Connecticut’s baseline 
allocation increased from 1% to 3% of the coastwide 
quota to address its disproportionally low allocation 
compared to the increased availability of black sea bass 
in state waters. Additionally, 
New York’s baseline 
allocation was increased 
from 7% to 8% to address the 
significant disparity between 
the state’s allocation and 
the abundance of black sea 
bass in Long Island Sound. 
The Board and MAFMC 
committed to reevaluating 
the approved state allocation 
system within 5 years. The 
resulting state shares for 
2022 are provided in the 
accompanying table.  

The Board and MAFMC 
also agreed to add the 
state allocations to the 
MAFMC’s FMP. As a result, 
future modifications to the 
allocations will require a 

joint action of the Board and MAFMC. Additionally, 
they approved a change to the federal regulations 
such that the entire black sea bass commercial fishery 
will close in-season for all federally-permitted vessels 
and dealers once landings are projected to exceed 
the coastwide quota plus an additional buffer of up to 
5%. The buffer aims to minimize negative economic 
impacts of coastwide closures on states that have not 
fully harvested their quotas. The Board and MAFMC 
considered, but did not adopt, changes to the regulations 
for paybacks of state quota overages; states will only be 
required to pay back overages of their state quota if the 
coastwide quota is exceeded. 

Addendum XXXIII can be found at http://www.asmfc.
org/uploads/file/6189a478BSB_AddendumXXXIII_
Revised_Aug_2021.pdf 

Bluefish
The Commission and MAFMC jointly approved an 
amendment to the Bluefish FMP. Amendment 2 to the 
Interstate FMP for Bluefish addresses a number of 
issues, including updating the management program’s 

goals and objectives, 
initiating a rebuilding plan, 
establishing new allocations 
between the commercial 
and recreational fisheries, 
and implementing new 
commercial state-by-state 
allocations. It also revises the 
process for quota transfers 
between the commercial 
and recreational fisheries 
and modifies how the 
management plan accounts 
for management uncertainty.

The Amendment was 
first initiated to consider 
revisions to the commercial 
and recreational fisheries 
allocations and the state-
specific commercial 

2022 State Shares of Black Sea Bass
Commercial Quota under Addendum XXXIII

*These allocations represent the baseline quota plus the regional 
biomass distribution based on the results of the 2021 Operational 
Stock Assessment. These allocations will be updated if future 
assessments indicate a change to the biomass distribution.

SPECIES HIGHLIGHTS

    
    
    


































