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Maine Medical Use of 
Marijuana Program 
January 1, 2016 - December 31, 2016 

Annual Report to the Maine State Legislature 

Paul R. LePage, Governor Mary C. Mayhew, Commissioner 



Foul R LtPoge, Governor Mary C. Mayhew. Commluloner 

Senator Eric Brakey, Chair 
Representative Patricia Hymansol1, Chair 

April 2 1, 20 17 

Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services 
#100 State House Stati on 
Augusta, Maine 04333-0100 

Dear Senator Brakey and Representative I-Iymanson: 

Department of Health and Humi.1 n Servict's 
Commissioner's OfHre 

221 Stu te Street 
11 Sta le House Stalion 

Augus ta, Maine 04333-0011 
Tel. : (207) 287-3707; Pax (207) 287-3005 

TTY Users; Dial 711 (Mai ne Relay) 

The Maine Medical Use of Marijuana statute (22 M.R.S.A., Ch. SS8-C, §242S 
( 10) directs the Department of Health and Human Services to submit an annual report 
to the Legislature. Enclosed please find the 20 16 alillual report. This report includes 
the following: 

• The number of registered patients by County 
• The number of caregiver cards by County 
• The number of physicians by County 

If you have any questions or would like further information, please contact Sheryl 
Peavey, Chief Operating Officer, Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention at (207) 287-
5177. 

Sincerely, 

Commissioner 

MCM/klv 

Enclosure 



Background 

The Maine Medical Use of Marijuana Act was legislated in 2009 and the MMMP became operational in 2010. The 
Rules governing the program became effective September 17,2013 and inform: 

• Debilitating medical conditions for which the medical use of marijuana is authorized; 
• Procedures for issuing a certificate of registration to a medical marijuana dispensary; 
• Procedures for Issuing registry identification cards to qualified pati ents, primary ca re givers, staff of 

hospice providers and nursing facilities; 
• Requirements for dispensaries to obtain registry identification cards for their principal officers, board 

members and employees; 

• Confidentiality requirements; 

• Payment of fees; and 

• Enforcement. 

In accordance with M.R.S.A. 22, Chapter 588-C §2425 (10), The Maine Medical Use of Marijuana Act, the 
Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS), Is required to submit to the Legislature an annual report that 
does not disclose any identifying information about cardholders or physicians, but does contain, at a minimum: 

• The number of applications and renewals filed for regis try identification cards; 
• The number of qualifying patients and primary caregivers approved In each county; 

• The number of medical providers providing written certifications for qualifying patients; 
• The number of registered dispensaries; 
• The number of principa l officers, board members and employees of registered dispensaries; 

• The number of registry cards revoked . 

The data In this report reflect ca lendar year periods. 

For further Information please contact: 
Maine Medical Use of Marijuana 
Maine Center for Disease Cont ro l 
Department of Health and Human Services 
286 Water Street, 11 State House Station 
Augusta, ME 04333-0011 
207-287-8016 or email dhhs.mmmp@malne.gov 

James A. Markiewicz 
Deputy Chief, District Public Health 
Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention 
Maine Department of Health and Human Services 
James.Marklewicz@malne.goy 

Sheryl Peavey 
Chief Operating Officer 
Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention 
Maine Department of Health and Human Services 
Shervl .Peavey@maine.gov 

The rules and Statute governing this program may be found at: 
hltp:l/www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/public-heallh-systems/mmm/lndex.shtm 
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Printed Patient Certifications by County, 2016 

An on-line certification process was instituted in 2015, allowing patients to rece ive wa llet-sized 
certificates directly from their medical providers. The on-line certification system recorded in 
2016 that 51,324 certifications were printed, a 36% increase from 37,675 printed in 2015. 

Maine Medical Use of Marijuana- Printed Patient Certifications by County 
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Caregiver Individuals by County, 2016 

Individual caregivers increased from 2,258 in 2015 to 3,258 in 2016 (44%). The largest growth in 
absolute numbers of individual caregivers occurred in Cumberland County with an increase 
from 447 in 2015 to 683 in 2016 (a net increase of 236) and in York County with an increase 
from 299 in 2015 to 461 in 2016 (a net increase of 162). The highest growth in percentage of 
individual caregivers was in Somerset County, w ith a 38% increase (77 in 2015 and 124 in 2016). 
Piscataquis County was the only county in Maine to experience a decrease in individual 
caregivers from 47 - 41 (15%). 

Maine Medical Use of Marijuana Program 
Individual Caregiver Cards Issued by County 
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Caregiver Cards by County, 2016 

The number of Caregiver Cards increased from 7,617 in 2015 to 11,044 in 2016, a 31% increase. 
Significant growth in the absolute number of caregiver cards issued were experienced in 
Cumberland County, where Caregiver Cards increased from 1,535 in 2015 to 2,380 in 2015 (a 
net increase of 845), York County where Caregiver Cards increased from 1,131 in 2015 to 1,617 
in 2016 (a net increase of 486) and Androscoggin County where Caregiver Cards increased from 
634 in 2015 to 1,037 (a net increase of 403). The growth in the percentage of Caregiver Cards 
was highest in Somerset County (44%) and Washington County (40%). Piscataquis County was 
the only county to see a decrease in the Caregiver Cards from 188 in 2015 to 144 in 2016 (31% 
decrease). 

Maine Medical Use of Marijuana Program 
Caregiver Cards Issued by County 
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Individual Medical Providers by County, 2016 

Data regarding the individual medical providers was obtained through the on-line patient 
certi f ication portal. The information in thi s graph is based on the mailing address submitted by 
the individual medical provider. In 2016 there was a total of 417 Medical Providers registered 
in the system including four new registrations in 2016. 

Maine Medical Use of Marijuana Program -Medical Providers 
Registered in the Online Patient Certification Portal by County 
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Maine Medical Use of Marijuana Program 
Dispensary and Caregiver Employees, Officers, and Board Members 

2016 

2015 2016 

Total # Caregiver Employees 163 224 
Total # Caregiver Cards Revoked 0 1 
Total # Registered Dispensari es 8 8 
Number of Dispensary Employees 124 196 

Number of Dispensary Board Members 22 22 

Number of Dispensary Principal Officers 13 11 
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Non-Discrimination Notice 

The Maine Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) does not discriminate on the 
basis of disability, race, color, creed, gender, sexual orientation, age, or national origin, in 
admission to, access to, or operations of its programs, services, or activities, or its hiring or 
employment practices. This notice is provided as required by Title II of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990 and in accordance with the Civil Rights Act of 1964 as amended, Section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, Title IX 
of the Education Amendments of 1972 and the Maine Human Rights Act and Executive Order 
Regarding State of Maine Contracts for Services. Questions, concerns, complaints or requests 
for additional information regarding the ADA may be forwarded to DHHS' ADA Compliance/EEO 
Coordinators, 11 State House Station - 221 State Street, Augusta, Maine 04333, 207-287-4289 
(V), 207-287-3488 (V), TIY users call Maine relay 711. Individua ls who need auxiliary aids for 
effective communication in program and services of DHHS are invited to make their needs and 
preferences known to the ADA Compliance/EEO Coordinators. This notice is avai lable in 
alternate formats, upon request. 
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