MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from electronic originals

(may include minor formatting differences from printed original)







Joint Standing Committee
Education and Cultural Affairs
December 15, 2015

Page Two

The three institutions agreed that questions on applications for admission related to parents’
highest level of education should provide students the opportunity to be specific about the degree
completed by each parent. Since previously this information had not been consistently requested
or collected by MCCS, our colleges revised their applications for new students entering in the
fall of 2014.

This year, we are providing statistics for students who entered a Maine community college in fall
2015 (Table 1). Last year, we reported the first-generation status of students who entered a
Maine community college in fall 2014 (Table 2). As the summary below indicates, MCCS has
seen a slight increase in 2015 in the percent of our students who are first generation using either
definition.

Fall 2014 | Fall 2015
Neither parent has an associate degree 49% 51%
Neither parent has a bachelor’s degree 67% 68%

Student outcomes, including graduation rates for first-generation college students compared with
other college students, will be reported at 150% time to completion (three years), consistent with
National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) Integrated Postsecondary Education Data
System (IPEDS) reporting. Graduation, transfer, and still-enrolled rates for the cohort of students
who entered a Maine community college in fall 2014, disaggregated by first-generation status,
will be available in 2017.

For many first-generation college students, community colleges are the gateway to higher
education. Although an estimated 30% of entering freshmen in the U.S. are first-generation
college students, the percentage at Maine’s community colleges is more than double that figure.
The majority of first-generation students are also low-income, making it even more likely that
they will not complete their education. Nationally, more than a quarter of low-income, first-
generation students leave after their first year — four times the dropout rate of higher-income,
second-generation students.'

MCCS student success strategies are targeted to students who are at greatest risk of failing to
finish their programs of study, and first-generation students tend to share a number of significant
risk factors: they often work at least part-time while attending college; many must balance
significant family responsibilities, often as single parents; and these factors make it more likely
that they will attend part-time.

* http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/news/education/2010-03-30-FirstGenDorm30_ST_N.htm











