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We connect...people with books,

>IN THE MHC

communities with ideas, and
strangers with one another.

STAFF

Samaa Abdurragib
Associate Director
samaa@mainehumanities.org

Hayden Anderson
Executive Director
hayden@mainehumanities.org

Jan Bindas-Tennay
Program Coordinator
Facilitation & Partnerships
jan@mainshumanities.org

Diane Magras
Director of Development
diane@mainehumanities.org

Karen Myrick
Office Manager
karen@mainehumanities.org

Nicole Rancourt
Program Manager
nicole@mainehumanities.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Mazie Hough, Chair, Orono

Gregory Fahy, Vice-Chair,
Hallowell

Edward J. Kelleher, Treasurer,
South Portland

Victoria Bornheimer, Secretary,
Cumberland

Lawrence Boyle, Biddeford

Paul Buck, St. Agatha

Georges Budagu Makoko, Partland
Reid Byers, Portland

Joseph Conforti, Portland

Jean Deighan, Bangor

Meghan Reedy

Program Coordinator

Content & Narrative Development
meghan@mainehumanities.org

Elizabeth Sinclair
Program Coordinator
Grants & Partnerships
lizz@mainehumanities.org

Sampson Spadafore
Program Coordinator
sampson@mainehumanities.org

Kyle Volland

Program Coordinator
Implementation & Logistics
kyle@mainehumanities.org

lan Watkins
Communications Coordinator
ian@mainehumanities.org

Melady Fitch, Hallowell

Joseph Hall, Auburn

Margery Irvine, Brooklin
Meredith Jones, Belfast

Luis Millones, Portland

Julie Rabinowitz, Falmouth

Ted Sharp, Cumberland Foreside
Julie Sheehan, South Portland
Heather Sirocki, Scarborough

Iva Sussman, Houlton

HARRIET P. HENRY
CENTER FOR THE BOOK

The Maine Humanities Councill is home to the Harriet P. Henry
Center for the Book, Maine's affiliate for the Center for the Book
in the Library of Congress. The Library of Congress Center for
the Book was established in 1977 to promote books, reading,
libraries, and literacy. In 1997 the Maine Humanities Council
established the Maine Center for the Book as a state affiliate of
that program. It was renamed the Harriet P. Henry Center for the
Book in 2003, in honor of Maine’s first female judge, a former
Board chair of MHC and a longtime supporter of the humanities.

HOW TO REACH US:

Maine Humanities Council
674 Brighton Avenue
Portiand, Maine 04102-1012
(207) 773-5051
info@mainehumanities.org
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EVERY CORNER OF MAINE

Less than a week after my first day on the job here at the MHC, then-Assistant Director Anne Schlitt put me
in the car and drove me to the St. John Valley in far northern Aroostook County.

That was my first time visiting a unique and beautiful part of the state, and I was continually amazed and
delighted by the incredibly warm reception we received at every stop. But mostly what | remember is
thinking: I need to keep coming back here. So, I did.

My first trip to the St. John Valley was special, but my next trip, and the next, and the next were even

more so. Now that place is special to me not because it's new, but because it’s familiar. The work of the
MHC—the work of using the humanities to create connections and promote positive social change in Maine
communities—is all based on relationships. And however exciting it is to visit a place for the first time, the
way to build meaningful relationships is to keep showing up.

These past two years have caused us to expand the way we think about this fundamental aspect of what we
do: keep showing up in Maine communities.

Our driving question this year has been “What If ...?” It's a question that has helped us imagine and try out
new and better ways to create connection, promote agency, and inspire engagement with Mainers from
every corner of the state. We're excited for you to join us as we keep asking. What if ...?

Hayden Anderson
- Executive Director

48 Over $580,000 7o
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. " 8 grants l 6 Maine counties and both
awarded congressional districts represented

SUSTAINING THE HUMANITIES
through the American Rescue Plan

The Maine Humanities Council was honored to distribute funding for general operating support and
project support to assist Maine non-profit humanities and cultural organizations as they prepared for,
responded to, and recovered from the coronavirus pandemic.

Funding for these grants was made available through the National Endowment for the Humanities
(NEH) initiative Sustaining the Humanities through the American Rescue Plan (SHARP) as part of the
$1.9 trillion American Rescue Plan of 2021.
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Books, Poetry, & Big ldeas

JUST A FEW OF THE TEXTS PEOPLE ENGAGED WITH IN 2021
FICTION: Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe NON-FICTION: Mill Town: Reckoning with What Remains by Kerri Arsenault, Stamped:
Racism, Anitiracism, and You by Jason Reynolds & Ibram X. Kendi POETRY: A New Land: 30 Ground Breaking Poems by Youth Poets, A
Telling Room Anthology PICTURE BOOK: The First Blade of Sweet Grass by Suzanne Greenlaw & Gabriel Frey, illustrated by Nancy Baker

Whatever form they take, whether they are books or picture books,
audio or video, texts allow us to engage with someone’s voice together.

Everyone can start, literally, on the same page...and go from there. WE gmu"d our work in hOUkS, pne"‘yjr und

Engaging with people’s stories, ideas, and experience of the world
through texts also invites us to contemplate and share what we can,
starting with our experience of the text. Performing in a Poetry Express
program, or discussing stories in a Discussion Project, or engaging with
a project supported by an MHC grant—everywhere people are working
to understand what someone else is trying to say, and finding words for
what they want to say themselves.

BOOK FUND

Putting books in hands

big ideas because they carry people’s voices,

sharing something important about their

experience of living in the world.

We provide every Discussion Project with whatever texts they
need, for participants to keep.

Providing the books ensures that every participant has
ready access to the text the group will be discussing, in the
same version, in the same condition. So from the very start,
participants’ interaction with the text is a common, shared
experience.

After the program is over, the books...many people keep them,
reread them, loan them out. Or pass them on to other people,
who may or may not pass them on again. However it happens,
those texts’ voices circulate...who knows when someone might
find them at just the right moment?

Giving to the MHC Book Fund, in any amount, directly
supports one of the most important aspects of our work: putting
books into people's hands all across Maine.
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that everyone in Maine feels able to share
e things that are most meaningful to them, and that
every e has the chance to listen to and learn from those
feadymshare their gifts. Over the course of 2021, we reshaped our
successful library-focused speaker program in hope of getting a little
closer to making that dream a reality.

What is a speaker for? What does a speaker share? Who gets to be a

speaker? We’ve added nearly twenty new speakers over the past year. We've TBShUde our SU([BSSfUl |ihrury-futused
They are people who bring all sorts of experience and expertise to
bear: writers, educators, scholars, organizers, storytellers, artists... speuker program in ’rhe hope 'h[ﬂ everyone

people with something vital to share.

in Maine has the chance to listen to and learn

Who gets to host a speaker? Anyone in Maine, an individual or an

organization, can apply to host a speaker through Maine Speaks. |:l‘0|T| ﬂ‘lose l'eudy fo SI'I(II‘G ﬂ’leir QIHS
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We offer training and orientation to MHC facilitators when they start

with us—and we keep them and ourselves growing and learning
through regular professional development programming that responds
to needs that arise in our work.

Last year, we brought two Wabanaki REACH programs, ‘Interacting

with Maine Wabanaki History' and ‘Decolonizing Non-Native
Communities’ to our staff, board, facilitators, and program partners,
so that we could all deepen our understanding of what it means to be

Every year, we support almost 100 Discussion living in this place together.

PrDiB[fS across Maine. TI'IE exlruurdinury And after working with clinical social worker and UNE professor
Arabella Perez on trauma-informed communication as a staff, we
network of fucilituiors we work with are kEY to collaborated with her to develop and deliver skill-shares on trauma and
resilience specifically for our facilitators. Trauma and resilience is now
making these Projects happen. the focus of one of several MHC facilitator peer cohorts—groups of

facilitators who gather less formally te learn from and with each other.

MAINEHUMANITIES.ORG




WHAT IF...:

A question everyone can ask

Our Big Question program was a chance to ask What if ...7 in a big way, to jump-start our work in

the coming months and year. But as we deepen our engagement with Afrofuturism and Africanfuturism, that
question is everywhere: in books and poems and conversations, in deciding what to do next, in making the next
move. We are also asking it in Discussion Projects, on our social media platforms, and at 2022's Readers Retreat.

BIG QUESTION participants were invited to ask their own What if...? questions
and mail them to the MHC. What if...? questions like:
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"One of the great things about imagination...is that it's

something fo which we all have equal access"

- lan-Khara Ellasante

Big Question Guides

Skylar Bayer, Assistant
Professor of Biology,
Aquaculture and Extension
Specialist, Roger Williams
University (left)

Ian-Khara Ellasante,
Assistant Professor of
Gender and Sexuality
Studies, Bates College

(right)

WHAT IF..we knew more about WHAT IF..there were no gender?
shellfish reproduction?

René Goddess Johnson
Founder and Lead
Consultant, Embodied
Equity (left)

Maine Developmental
Disabilities Council

A partnership of people
with developmental
disabilities, their family,
and state and local
agencies and organizations.
(right)

WHAT IF..we could all see who
we really are?

WHAT IF..we were all valved?
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Prize Winners

Since 1998, the Maine Humanities Council has awarded the Constance H. Carlson

Public Humanities Prize to a Maine resident who has made exemplary contributions
to Maine communities through the humanities. This year we are delighted not only
to be awarding two Constance H. Carlson Prizes, but also to be inaugurating two new
prizes: a Program Partner Prize and Facilitator Prize.

Constance H. Carlson Public Humanities Prizes

Joseph Jackson, Director of Leadership and
Joseph Jackson: For his humanities programming with Maine Inside Out, his Development, Maine Inside Out. Photo: Jen Hoffer
efforts using poetry and other humanities work to reform the justice system, and his
role as advisor in the Freedom & Captivity initiative.

Carol Dana: For her lifelong work to bring back, preserve, and teach the Penobscot
language, and her work to preserve and share Penobscot storytelling.

MHC Facilitator Prize

Wendy Allen: For her leadership, mentorship of others, and her incredible work
facilitating MHC Discussion Projects.

MHC Program Partner Prize

Literacy Volunteers of Franklin & Somerset Counties (LVFSC): For their
innovation, creativity, and engagement with their community.

Wendy Allen, Coordinator, Maine Prisoner Advocacy

LVFSC Book Discussion team “Community Connect” (left to right): Sara Beech (staff), Elizabeth Cooke
Coulition; MHC Discussion Project Facilitator

(volunteer), Mafilda Holt (board member and participant), Barbara Averill (staff). Photo: LVFSC.



All gifts received by the Maine Humanities Council during Fiscal
Year 2020 (11/1/2020 - 10/31/2021) are represented in the
following pages. If you donated after this time, you'll be thanked in
our next Annual Report.

Ways to GIVE

Would you like to support the programming
mentioned in this publication, and other
MHC projects around the state?

IT HAPPENS STATEWIDE
THANKS TO YOU

The pandemic’s second year brought its own raft of
challenges, but the MHC was in a strong position thanks
to our many partners around the state—with programs,
but also with financial support. Your financial partnership
helped us advance our work and better serve the
communities of Maine. Thanks to you, our discussion

groups, speaker talks, and facilitator mentorships built 'tﬂ;ygfos ?rfg' g';:j gg’g gﬁggﬁ;g‘efﬁ;e: ggr?e%?s
connections, engaged, and increased the agency of $1,020.

hundreds of people throughout Maine. Thank you for MHC Book Fund: Putting books into people's
your incredible generosity and belief in this work. e

Online: mainehumanities.org

A monthly gift: only $15 each month results

A qualified charitable distribution

We're proud to have you as our partners. through your IRA, or gift of stock.

ANNUAL GIVING - FISCAL YEAR 2021

Federal, State, Corporate, Organizational, and Foundation Grants $500 - $749 A Fund at the Maine
The Betterment Fund Cemmunity Foundation
Anonymous* In memory of Anne and Dick Jackson

Davis Family Foundation

Helen and George Ladd Charitable Corporation

State of Maine

Margaret E. Burnham Charitable Trust

Marton-Kelly Charitable Trust

National Endowment for the Humanities

Onion Foundation

Gifts from Individuals

Donors to the MHC generously supported our statewide humanities programming
through the following funds: the Annual Fund, Readers Retreat, the MHC Book
Fund, program-specific support, and the Dorothy Schwartz Opportunity Fund.
This listincludes gifts made during our 2021 fiscal year: between November 1,
2020, and October 31, 2021. The asterisk recognizes sponsors of Readers Retreat.

MHC Circle ($5,000+)

Victaria and Allen Bornheimer

MHC Circle ($2,500 - $4,999)

Carol M. Beaumier
John and Beverly Emerson*
Peter and Margie Webster*

MHC Circle ($1,000 - $2,499)

Peter Aicher

Hayden & Meredith Anderson

Patti and Eric Bixel

Lawrence Boyle and Victoria Russell
Brooks Family Foundation

Helen Cafferty and Otto Emersleben
Douglas Chamberlain

Joseph A. Conforti

Brad and Anita Coupe®

The Robert G. and Jane V. Engel Foundation, Inc.

Gisela Gamper
In Memory Of Dorothy Schwartz
Landis Green and Bruce MNorelius
Joyce and Wesley Hedlund
Douglas M. and Laura A. Henry
In memory of Harriet P. Henry on what

would have been her 98th birthday

Martha S. Henry
The Helaine and Brock Hornby Fund
Meredith Jones & Dana Murch
Edward J. Kelleher, Ezq.
James and Beth Kilbreth
Lincoln F. Ladd
and Gloria Williams Ladd
William H. Laubenstein 11I*
Kenneth Spirer and Joan Leitzer
Maine Authors Publishing
Sally and Ted Oldham
Dorothy Osher
through the Alfred & Darothy Suzi
Osher Foundation
Steven Passerman
through the Haste Family Fund
Malcolm and Susan Rogers
Julie Sheehan
John and Maryanne Ward
Pip and Judy Wick
Carol and Joe Wishcamper

$750 - $999

Stephen Hayes and Carol
McCarthy

David R. Jones
and Angela J. Connelly

Reid and Patty Byers
through the Fred C. Rummel
Foundation
William L. Case lll
In memary of Betsey Brewster Case
Allan and Linda Currie
Glen Porter and Jean Deighan
Paul Doiron
Greg and Deborah Fahy
Geoffrey M. Gratwick
and Lucy G. Quimby
Mazie Hough
Ramén Jesds Rodriguez Iglesias
Audrey Katz
Deborah Keefe
Thomas and Leslie Lizotte
Audrey Maynard
In honor of her mother, Pamela 5.
Lord, on her 80th birthday
Alan Mcilhenny and Elizabeth
Ackerson
John and Julianne Opperman
Anne Russell
Iva Sussman
Bob and Judy Tredwell

$250 - 5499

Anonymous (2)

Danuta M. Barnard

Anthony Corrado

Nancy E. Crowell

Marilyn Crowley

Craig and Sherry Dietrich
Melody Fiteh

Ann A. Guild

Ann Kibbie and Kevin Wertheim
Karen Stathoplos and Kim Krauss
Alice Larrea

Nancy M. MacKnight

Charles Miller

Professor Luis Millones

Peter and Mari O'Cennor
Wallace G. Pinfold

Patricia Sanborn

John Ryan and Jenny Scheu
Ted and Sharon Sharp

Holmes and Didi Stockly

Nan and Bill Stone

Candace and Edward Walwaorth

$100 - $249

Anonymous* (4)

Susan Abt

William W. Alcorn

Jonathan and Nancy Aldrich

Douglas Allen

Andrew and Mary Allen*

Ruth Anderson

Sally and Ron Baneroft

Martha Barkley

Richard E. Barnes
In Memory Of Dorothy Schwartz

Stephen P. Beale

Constance Bloomfield and
William McFarlane

Victoria and Erno Bonebakker

Rev. Catherine G. Borchert

Emily and Norman Breitner

Kathleen and William Brittain

Anne and Rick Brown

Paul E. Brunelle

Cedric Bryant

Paul Buck

Midge and John Burns

Corley Anne Byras

Francis 5. Cheever

Jacqueline and Irvin Cohen Jr.
In Memory Of Dorothy Schwartz

Cynthia Freeman Cyr

Richard and Bonnie D'Abate

Sally J. Daggett

Jay Davis

Mrs. Alice B. Delattre




$100 - 5249

(continued)

Linda J. Docherty

Mary Dunn and Ronald Shapiro
Harland Eastman

Heidi Erspamer

Ardelle Foss

Donald and Elizabeth Fox

Ed Friedman

Noel J. Genova

Susan and Jerry Goldberg
Jayne Gordon

Judy Hakola

Joe Hall

Pauline Hannaford

Melinda and Ralph Harder
Maxine and Edward Harrow
Janet Henry and Vernon Moore
Erica Hirshler

In Memory of Marilyn and Eric Hirshler

William and Mary Jean Holt*

Margery Y. Irvine

Carolyn and Stephen Jenks

Erik C. Jorgensen and Tamara M. Risser

Beth Kane

Janet Kehl

Katy Kline and Bill Ryan

Neil and Cathy Lamb

Kristin Langellier

Bonnie Lounsbury

Mary Sue and John Love

Kathryn Lunney

Edythe and Louis Manza

Bob and Doris McAfee

James McKenna and Jane Orbeton

Sarah F. McMahon

Jean MecManamy

Patricia Messler

Linda Michaels

Lynne Miller and Lawrence Simon

Jytte Monke

Roberta Morin, Albion Public Library

Kathleen Moses

Tricia Naddaff

Ann Melson

Clifton and Susan Olds

Harold and Peggy Osher
Norumbega Fund of the Maine
Community Foundation

Ruby Parker
David Pence
Dennis Grafflin and Jan Phillips
Stephen J. Podgajny and Laura Bean
Jane and Jim Pringle
Lenore and Norman Rapkin
David Richards
Liam Riordan and Susan Thibedeau
James and Loretta Risner
Mary Jane and Howard Rosenfield
Thomas Rumpf
Over the Rainbow Foundation Inc.
In Honeor of Marjorie Rosenbaum
Marcia Sharp
Liv Rockefeller and Kenneth Shure
Linda Silka
Lizz Sinclair
In Honor of Whitney Sinclair
Douglas B. Sinclair
Heather Sirocki
Ursula and William Slavick
Stephen Sokol and Gerda Neu-5okol
Rick Speer and Judy Frost
Cathy Stankard
Chris Stewart
Donald O. and Eunice H. Stover
Lucy Stroble
Thomas and Kathryn Tracy
Miriam Kellogg Truslow
Les and Patti Volland
Thomas Watt
Susan Wegner and John Fischer
Alice Wellman
Judith and Doug Woodbury

$75-599

Libby Bischof

Jean-Francois Cloutier

Claire Connor

Judy and Chuck Danielson
Tina and Caleb Elfenbein
Charlie and Sue Grosjean
Stanley R. Howe, Ph.D

Peggy and Roger Marchand
Blainar McGough and Brian Arlet
The Honorable Rebecca Millett
Beth Howe & Mac Passano
John F. Sutherland

Diane C. Vatne

$50-%74

Samuel Hayden Anderson
In honor of Elizabeth A. Burdick
Miles and Jennifer Archer
Rita Kay Bergeron
Marjorie A. Boyd, MD
Cheryl Brown
Elizabeth Burdick
In honor of S. Hayden and Michelle Anderson
Ann Patricia Burnes
Professor Steven R. Cerf
For the MHC Book Fund
Josephine H. Detmer
Eva Downs
John and Marie Dudley
Susan Emmet
Robert Farnsworth
Jean Flahive
Benson and Patricia Ford
Al and Phyllis Fuchs
Wictoria Geibel
Harold and Elizabeth Gibbs




Mary C. Gillies
Wayne and Gerry Gregersen
Catharine W. Guiles
Penny Guisinger
Emily A. Haddad
Larry and Carol Kalajainen
Susan A, Kaplan
A.Theodate Lawlor
Mark Lawrence
Alexandra MacPhail and Amy Adams
Elizabeth C. Mayberry
Daphne S. Meyer
Joanne and Earl Morse
Edward A. Barrett and Nancy H. Orr
Carol Parks
Rosalie Tyler Paul
Sam Pfeifle

In Memary of Maryann Peifle
Bill Phillips
Jo Radner
Rebecca C. Raines
Patricia D. Ramsay

and Steven H. Horowitz, MD
Benjamin Soule
Pamela Taylor
Alalia and Frederick Thaler
Lois and Richard Wagner
Richard and Lois Wagner
Roberta and Gordon Weil
Nancy Ziegler and Kermit Lipez

Additional Generous Suupport

Frances Betz

Deborah Bowman

Geraldine Bush

Joan Bussiere

Anne Dolbashian

Lisa Feldman

Phyllis and Bernard Givertz

Linda and Paul Hafford
In Memory of John Wilson Lefebvre,
Joseph Wilfred Hafford, and
Marie Germaine Hafford

Frederic R. Kellogg

Stephanie Kumble

Catherine and Gary Larkin

Richard and Sandra Lawrence

Suzanne Leibowitz

Kate McBrien

Judy and Ross Paradis

Margaret and John Peacock

Douglas Rawlings

Timothy J. Richardson

Marta Rieman

Winfield and Victoria Robinson

Mr. Charles Scontras

Peggy Shapiro

Seth and Laura Sprague

Susan L. Tananbaum and Joe Frazer

Linda Tatelbaum

Deborah Taylor

Yolanda Theunissen and Richard C. Veit

K.5. Walker

Mareisa Weil

Michael Wingfield

Sarah J. Woolf-Wade

THE STATE OF OUR STORY

2021

During Fiscal Year 2021, the Maine Humanities Council had operating income of
$1,632,625 and operating expenses of $1,608,312. Grants from the National
Endowment for the Humanities, including highly competitive grants, made
up an important component of the budget. This support was supplemented
by a diverse range of other income streams: from the Library of Congress,
the State of Maine, generous support from private foundations, the individual
contributions highlighted in this report, and program income and investments.
Both the income and the expense figures reported in this figure below and
in the Maine Humanities Council's audited financial statements include
in-kind contributions of time, mileage, and materials, valued at $146,883.

REVENUES 2020 — 2021

National Endowment for the Humanities $978,700.00
State of Maine Funding $54,800.00
Confributions and Grants $145,498.00
In-kind Contributions $146,883.00
Program, Investment, and Other Income $306,744,00
TOTAL $1,632,625.00
EXPENSES 2020 — 2021

Programs, Regrants, and Technical Assistance $1,267,637.00

Administration $124,194,00
Fundraising & Marketing $216,481.00
TOTAL

$1,608,312.00
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