MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied

(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions)
















STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
23 STATE HOUSE STATION
AUGUSTA, MAINE
04333.0023

ANGUS S. KING, JR. J. DUKE ALBANESE

GOVERNOR COMMISSIONER

September 30. 1998

THE REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON SECONDARY EDUCATION represents a critical
milestone in Maine education; for the first time in the State's history, a group consisting of some
of our finest educators has unﬂertaken a comprehensive review and analysis of the condition of
our system of secondary education. This initiative, which is part of Maine's overall strategy to
elevate literacy to a level where Maine citizens are among the best educated people in the world,
is a key component of Governor King's vision for a high quality system of public education.
Building on the current strengths of our public schools, the Commission has sought to bring
focus, clarity, and insight to the challenges confronting our secondary schools, which, arguably
have yet to receive the level of attention or the conversations about reform experienced by
elementary and middle schools.

The secondary school years are a crucial transition time for youth — a time of extraordinary
growth, change, and maturing that spans the transition from childhood to adulthood. The
learning and maturing that occurs during these years have a profound impact on each student's
opportunities for the future; indeed, the quality of each secondary school student's education
has much to do with the course and quality of life as an adult. As a result, the findings and
recommendations of the Commission, and our success in achieving the goals they articulate,
are matters of the greatest public concern and importance.

I believe this report contains both the wisdom and pragmatism needed to reshape secondary
education in Maine. Careful thinking and generous respect for the students and adults who
learn and work in our secondary schools informs the narrative. For all of its insight, however,
it is only as effective as our commitment to understanding its findings and recommendations,
and employing them to help fashion our own solutions. To assist in that effort, the Maine
Department of Education has established a Center of Inquiry on Secondary Education within
the Department designed to engage secondary schools in discussions about their work and the
recommendations and findings of the Commission, to provide information and support, and to
help guide secondary schools and the systems in which they reside in efforts to improve student
achievement and elevate student aspirations.

In closing, I wish to commend the Commission for the extraordinary quality of their work,
and in particular, to thank the co-chairs, Gordon Donaldson and Pam Fisher, for their leadership
and perseverance. Their vision of what secondary education might be, richly informed by the
experience and commitment of the full commission, has resulted in an invaluable contribution
to understanding and improving secondary education in Maine.

Sincerely,

Y, ...

J. Duke Albanese

Commissioner
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