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Foreword

A statutory duty of the Commissioner of Educational and Cultural Services is
the preparation and delivery to the Governor and Legislature of an annual report
on the status of public education in the State including suggestions and recom-
mendations for its improvement.

I am pleased to present the second annual copy of this report, which includes
the results and recommendations from the first full year of tests administered to
fourth, eighth and eleventh grade students in the Maine Educational Assessment
Program mandated under the Education Reform Act of 1984.

Charts and graphs have been utilized to emphasize data having a significant im-
pact on public education and Maine utilizing the latest available data. As report-
ing times for varying statistical information differ, it should be noted that the
information presented here is the latest reported at this time.

Eve M. Bither, Commissioner
Maine Department of Educational
and Cultural Services

January 1987
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Although there was a slight increase (0.4%) in the
number of SAT takers in Maine, there was an 18.5 per-
cent decline in the number of Maine students taking at
least one Achievement Test this year. This may be due
in large part to a change in the admissions policy at the
University of Maine at Orono, according to the College
Board, the non-profit educational association which ad-
ministers the national Admissions Testing Program.

The Achievement Test results also show that:

e The average number of Achievement Tests taken by
Maine students was three.

e Maine students who took at least one Achievement
Test earned SAT scores well above the state average
in both verbal (495) and math (535).

e Scores were significantly higher in two most frequent-
ly taken Achievement Tests—English composition,
497, up 15 points from 1985; and Mathematics Level
I, 515, up 12 points from last year. The report also
shows that an average of 20 percent less students took
the tests in these subjects.

e The five most frequently taken Achievement Tests
were English Composition (2,683), Mathematics
Level I (2,144), biology (747), American history (670)
and chemistry (569).

e The greatest declines in subject activity among the
10 most frequently taken Achievement Tests, were
recorded in English composition (down 20.4%) and
Math Level I (down 19.5%).

e The greatest increases in activity were recorded in
Spanish (up 11.5%) and Mathematics Level 2 (up
11.2%).

e Almost half of the 7,348 students who designated
a college to receive their Admissions Testing Program

scores listed the University of Maine at Orono. Near-
ly one out of four designated the University of
Southern Maine.

Achievement Test Data

Maine 1986 Achievement (ACH) Test Data (score in parentheses are
national averages)

Corresponding Maine
Number ACH SAT Averages
of Test Verbal Math
ACH Tests Taken Average Average Average

English Composition 2,683 497 (522) 497 537

Mathematics Level 1 2,144 515 (541) 492 541

Biology 747 508 (551) 505 543
American History 670 495 (528) 502 521
Chemistry 569 526 (571) 523 595
Literature 443 506 (525) 523 501

Mathematics Level 11 438 624 (660) 532 625

French 344 509 (541) 530 542
Physics 151 563 (594) 536 635
Spanish 116 476 (535) 496 528
Latin 53 516 (545) 526 528
European History 39 509 (550) 540 533
German 25 562 (574) 500 534

SAT SCORE AVERAGES 1965-1986: NATIONAL AND MAINE DATA
National Data Maine Data
#Taking #Taking
Year Tests Verbal Math Year Tests Verbal Math
1972 1,381,400 453 484 1972 7,678 451 480
1973 1,014,853 445 481 1973 7,424 441 481
1974 985,239 444 480 1974 7,190 441 477
1975 996,428 434 472 1975 7,227 437 471
1976 999,809 431 472 1976 7,459 437 476
1977 979,396 429 470 1977 7,541 431 471
1978 989,185 429 468 1978 7,359 429 467
1979 991,617 427 467 1979 7,827 430 468
1980 991,245 424 466 1980 7,904 427 467
1981 994,046 424 466 1981 8,127 426 465
1982 988,270 426 467 1982 7,898 427 463
1983 962,542 425 468 1983 7,968 427 464
1984 964,684 426 471 1984 7,854 429 463
1985 977,361 431 475 1985 8,669 432 466
1986 1,000,748 431 475 1986 8,674 434 466




























School Improvement

Administration, school and center staff have been in-
volved in a cycle of short and long-range planning, goal
setting, and evaluation activities in order to facilitate opti-
mum student achievement. A broad-based collaborative
planning process which includes parents and other
members of the school community has been involved in
school improvement activities. As a result of these efforts,
five major goals were established:

1. Develop and implement a comprehensive K-12 curri-
culum within a total communication philosophy.

2. Be in compliance with the Maine Educational
Reform Act of 1984 by its effective date of August
1988.

3. Expand the staff development program to continue
school improvement efforts on a systematic and
ongoing basis.

4. Provide a coordinated system of services to parents
including education, counseling, support groups and
recreation.

5. Work in cooperation with the Maine Department
of Educational and Cultural Services, University
System, professionals and parents to develop a
systematic approach for providing education and
support for professionals and parents of hearing im-
paired children in Maine.

These goals will be implemented over the next five
years. A school improvement plan has been developed
for the 1986-87 school year.

Baxter School

The educational program includes preschool, elemen-
tary, mid-school, and high school and services approx-
imately 75 students at the school. More than 50 percent
of these students are partially mainstreamed into Fal-
mouth and other nearby towns. A comprehensive sup-
port service is provided for mainstream teachers and
students.

The HUG Team, a substance abuse team established
in 1983 with the assistance of the Division of Alcohol and
Drug Education, continues to increase awareness and
understanding of issues related to chemical dependency.
The HEX (Health and Sex Education) Team, established
in 1985, is composed of staff, parents, students and com-
munity members who are in the early stages of designing
and developing a comprehensive health and family life
education curriculum appropriate for hearing impaired
students K-12. A classroom-based speech program con-
tinues. Computer literacy courses have expanded and are
available to increased numbers of students and staff. The
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pre-vocational program (computer science, career educa-
tion, work study and vocational counseling) is designed
for mid-school and high school students. Selected students
attend Portland Regional Vocational Technical Center
for more advanced vocational training.

The residential program involves about half of the
school population. Programming is provided for non-
commuting students, and students participating in the In-
dependent Living Program and/or extracurricular
activities.

The Independent Living Program (ILP) is a develop-
mental, structured program designed to teach independent
living skills and decision-making skills in an apartment-
like setting. The program will be refined and expanded
to meet the needs of all residential students. Dormitory
renovations are planned to meet fire safety regulations
and enhance the ILP experience.

The resource center on deafness provides library, media
and captioned film services to Baxter School students and
faculty while providing support to the Outreach program.

Baxter Center

In addition to providing support and evaluative ser-
vices to Governor Baxter School for the Deaf students,
Baxter Center has provided consultations and technical
assistance to over 45 school districts and other service pro-
viders. In-service training on education of the hearing im-
paired has been conducted at various locations throughout
the state. A pre-school consultant provides services to
hearing impaired children 0-5 and their families. A public
school outreach consultant joined the staff in August of
1986. An adult education program is in the initial stages
of design. The parent professional resource center has
established a parent advisory committee and started a
newsletter.

Members of the Center’s interdisciplinary team work
together to provide comprehensive three-year evaluations,
as mandated by P.L. 94-142, for all Baxter School
students. The team also provides comprehensive four-day
evaluations including speech, language (English and/or
another language if appropriate), audiological, psycho-
logical, educational and occupational therapy. The
evaluation is for hearing impaired children in public
schools regardless of their preferred mode of communica-
tion. The team makes recommendations to the referring
school districts and parents for appropriate programming
needs. Approximately 20 Baxter School students and 20
outreach students were evaluated during the 1985-86
school year.

Since 1983, family learning weekends have been offered
for hearing impaired students and their families from
throughout Maine. Parents and their deaf and hearing
children participate in educational and recreational pro-
grams designed and implemented by Governor Baxter
School staff.
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TOTAL AUTHORIZED POSITIONS

Department of Educational and Cultural Services

*Total Positions Authorized by the Legislature
(Effective Date 7-01-86)

Governor Baxter School for the Deaf 122
Maine Arts Commission 9
Bureau of Historic Preservation 9
Maine State Library Bureau 61.5
State Museum Bureau 32
(Seasonal) 3
Unorganized Territory 65
Commission to Study the University
of Maine 0
301.5
DECS Central Office Staff Positions 241.5
Total Positions 543

*Position Count includes general fund, federal, block grant,
and special revenue positions.
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