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Chief J uni,e D/llliel E. Wafhe ,j e:rtllllilits the dtraill1frhe Maim Stau 
Stal Iv;r" Asristnllf Clrrlll1ftln HOllie I1f Repruemativel, Mill ien.t MacFarlaud 

IIlJd &prfS&lItntive Thom/u D. Bull (D, Freeport) . 
(coI·cr pl.o{O ~",I ~bo>.<. by Joe l'hd~l1. KCI""b« jUl/rlll,l) 

ON THE COVER: 
A custom mad~, four-ton gnnite table now gnces the centnl confcrenc~ room oflh~ Main~ 

Judici:ll C~nter on Stone Street in Augusta. Maine citizen Elsie P. Viles, benevolent friend and 

neighbor ofth~ Judicial C~nter, onc~ again demonstrated her gen~rosity toward the Maine Judicial 
Branch. Mrs. Viles, who donat~d the Judicial Center itselfin 1995, s~es her gifts as an ~xpression 
of her respect and affection for her native state, saying, " ' look with awe at the justice department 
and what they've at:complish~t1, and ' look with love at the state of Maine." 

Thc massivc table , made primarily of granite quarri~d from Deer Isl~, is an impressive work 
of art . The table top, which weighs about a ton by itself, sits on three rough-carv~d granitc 

pedestals. Th~ sharp image of th~ Maine State Seal, the centerpicc~ orme tabletop, feamres only 
naturally colored stone. The names of Maine's sixt~~n counties, arranged around the perimeter of 
th~ table, stand am boldl)' against a striking border of black stone. 

Editor: Sherry A . Wilkills 
Desigll: J. Mothtrwell Commllllientiom 

" ~., pnN'''' ON rr",/u' fMP" 



     
         

   
     

    
      

          

         

           

       

        

          

        

           

         

        

         

              

                

            

             

            

                

           

              

             

               

    

                

     

      

              
    

       



Judicial Branch Recognizes 
Outstanding Performances 
Maine Judicial Branc.h Presents 1999 Awards fo r Excel lence 

By presenting its 1999 awards for excellence, the Maine Judicial Branch honored a Ilumba of Maine 

citizens for their contributions toward the accomplishment of justice in the Srate. SlIpreme CUlilot eMe! 
J ustice D all iel E. Wn-tbcII presided o\'er the ceremonies, which wac held in W:lTcrvilic at the annual AII

Employee meeting. 

The stories behind c:leh recipiellt represent the commendable efforts that arc made in rhe Couns 

every day> ;\11(1 rdlect key issues in coday's societ),: drug abuse, child abuse, and citizens' confidence in :lnd 

Chief IVfltheli prClClltr the 1999 
lIollilitecr II/the rent· to CASA 
I'olmltcc,' AlnUI'celi Dilln lle. 

;}(:ccssibil it)' to the coun systelll. 

M (UII'CClI DiiJrwe of Winterport, was honored as the Jud icial 

Branch Vol unteer o f t he Year. lvls. DilJane has been a volunteer with 

the Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA ) program since iI's 

beginning in 1985. She has served as G uardian ad Litc:m for Illorc: than 

100 chil drc:n OVtr the past fo urteen )'ears. 

As a Guardian, she has rc:pn:sented and a(\I"oeated for children 

illl'olvcd in abuse and neglect c:ases in a number or District Courts, 

primarily Belf.1st and Bangor. Ms. DilJane has also aetivd)' worked to 

booS[ the CASA program itself by recruiting I"oluntccrs, p:uticipating in 

CASA trainings and serving as a mentor to othtr volu nteers. Her 

contribution has bcen a trcmcndous benefit not o nly to CASA and the 

Judicial Branch, but also to the many J\'laine children who have been 

wd l protected th rough her strong adl'ocacy. 

Cllc,.,1 Dcrmll ("1.) nccepls Ihe AdlJtlmlcjo" 
jl/stitt Awnrd 011 bdm/foftbc PWobm't 
CUI/lit)' Associnliu/l uf Legal S"ppUI"t Stnff 

The Advocates for Just ice award, which recognizes 

citizcns who "have most effectively dlampioned the cause of 

justice in ou r society", was shared by two organizations that 

provide assistance to people witham legal n:prcsC:l1tation, 

The Penobscot Coun ty Association of Legal Suppor t 

Staff :lnd Cen t l'a) Maine C h:lpte!" of th e National Associa

t ion o f Legal P rofess io n:lls (Somerset COUllty) I'olunteer 

their time ro assure that unrepresented lirigams rc:ceivc sOllie 

guidance as they attempt ro n:lI'igan: the court system , 

P:lrakg:lls and kgal :lssist3.lltS donate time nnd expertise to 

/{cprucli/illg the SUllle/"fct ampler uf the 
NnljwlIll AssuciflfjoJI u/Lcgnl Professiollnls, 
Mfl J""thfl Phi ll ips(rt.} ncupf1 the A(h'ocntc fill" 
jl/stice Awnrd. 

htlp pcopk fill out the man)' rorms related to divorce or 

child support. Their work helps people who do not have 

lawyers, either by choice or lack of economic resources, 

to assure that their paperwork is completc :Ind acceptable 

to the court. Their assist:ll1ce htlps to rtlicve some of 

the stJ"(;ss 1"(;11 by divorcing families, and is a substantial 

asset not onl}' to the litigants bur also to the entire 

judicial system. 

S uperior C OUl't Justices R ouCI't CI'owlcy and 

R olr/lld Cole werc presentcd a Special Ser vice Award for 

their work with Project Exodus (drug court) in 

C umberland County. T he stories behind their work 



provided a moving moment as Chief Wathen told the audience 

about the impact ofthcjr work inlhe drug court. Their nomina

tion stated, "Not onl), did Justices Crowley and Cole have to 

uphold the law, but at the same time they opened their hearts, 
listening to clients and counselors every week, .,.The s[Ory that 

stands om the most is of\he unborn child who was born addic

tion-free. She is now a beautiful eight-month'old girl, who has 

the start in life that all childl'en deserve, Ifnot for Project E'l:odIlS, 

she would have, without a doubt, been born addicted." 

Justice Cole spoke brie~)', expressing his appreciation for 

being recognized for this work, which had been the "most 

challenging and rewarding of his eighteen years on the bench." 

Jllstices Cote (It.) and CI'owley (n) pl'olldty 
display tbeir Sptcial Serl'icc A IPards. 

Project E'l:odm, originally a federally funded project, was proposed 

for continuance by the State in the last legislative session. The Legislature failed [0 provide the funding 

necessary to continue the program. 

1999 Employee of the Yell/" Lynda H nskell 
tbllllks her cO'lIIorkel's fu/' the recognition. 

Judicial Branch Employee of the Year was Lynda 

H askell forme r clerk of Franklin Superior Court and currentl), 

Court Technology Anal),st with the Office of Information 

Technology. ChicfJusrice Daniel E. Wathen recognized Ms. 

Haskell as a "true child of the court," as the daughter of 

former Farmington District Court clerk Connie Small and an 

employcc of the Courts since 1971. Ms. Haskell's nomina

tors praised her abilities to tackle allY project and get it dOlle 

right - from production of court forms to participation in 

the creation and deplo)'lllellt of the Maine Judicial Informa-

tion S)'stem, the newt)' developed computerized docket for 

the entire judicial branch. 

In addition to recognizing the volume, qualit), and timeliness of work performed by Ms. Haskell, she 

was also complimented for the breadth of work that she has contributed over th~ ycars, working with both thc 

civil and criminal rules comminees, rcvicwing and commenting on pending lcgisl:ttion, and developing a 

variet), of instructional manuals for the clerks. Her expertise is a resource to clerks, judges and administrators 

throughout the court system, who rei}' on her knowledge and professionalism. 

Chief Wnthw congmtlf/ates 25-yenl' employees 
Linda Wm'd rHld Cm'ol Lee Cote. 

all photos by Don Johnsoo Photography 

Del LeGasse prese/lts co-Fal'llliligtOli employee R Olin(/. NelS01~ with a 
certificate alld pill for her 15 yenl"f of mvice. Chief War/Jell, Chief 
Wescott a lld Ted Glessllel· in'e there for the ulebm tiOlI, 



Message from the Chief Justice 

During the last year, I h;l\'c presided for at least a da}' in thirte.en District 

Courts and one Superior Court. M.y intent was to gain hands -on, up-to-date 

experience in the lower courts so that [ G i ll morc fully undcrst:tnd rhe rcal 

world problems rh:n exist and usc th:lt knowledge to improve the operation of 

the courts. As a trial jl1dgc, I h;\\'c decided divorces in Fort Kent, juvenile cases 

in Portland, child protection cases in Bangor, and domestic violence petitions in 

evcry court. [h:1VC thi n y-fouf morc courts [0 go, bur my visits have given me a 

unique opportunity [Q sec, close -up, how the stream orjusticc !lows in Maine 

M}, experience has clearly shown l11e the responsibility that is pbccd 011 

judges by the fuel that so mallY P(fSOIlS now <lppear in court without:1 lawyer, 

representing themselves "pro se." It is a little intimidating to walk in to the 
Drmid E. lI irrhrn 

ChiffJmriu, SlIprtl1ll Judicinl COliN courtroom :1nd f.1CC fifty or more unrepresented parries. It puts the judge in a 
--pI.oIoi>y lomJor,., much differem position since he or she must try to :1ssure th:11 the pro se 

litigants understand their rights :1nd arc able, to the best of their ability, to overcome procedural difficulties. 

It has been this direct experience with pro se litig:1nts that leads me to strongl~' recommend th:lt Maine begin 

the process of "unbundli ng" legal services. Now, persons seeking legal advice must buy "full service" and not "a la 

carte." Current legal and ethical standards assu llle that a lawyer's relationship with his or her client encompasses 

complete representation over a period of time. T radition, questions ofliabili ty :1nd ethical quand aries discourage 

private h wyers from offering limited services. 

For many people in Maine, self-representation is an economic necessity, but they should not be cut off from the 

help they nced and can affo rd . Legal traditions afe designed to serve people, not to disadvan tage them . It should be 

possible for a client to hire an attorney for a speci fi c task. Such limited representation might inclu de in for mation, 

simple case evaluation, guidance in commencing litigation, planning for court experiences or procedural as.~istance 

with an appeal or other maners. 

My time behind the District Court bench strongly reinforced my belierthat Maine can and must do more to 

address the pervasive problem or substance abuse that adversely impacts so many lives, so many families, and particu

larly so many children. I f! ever had any doubt about the need fo r a court-supervised substance abuse treatment 

program, it d isappeared when I worked in Machias. In just one hour, three arraign

ments and onc child protection petition exposed me to more intravenous drug users 
~For many people 

in Moine, 

self-representalion is 

on economic 

neceuity, but they 

should not be cuI off 

flom the help Ihey 

need ond can offord. 

legal traditions ore 

designed to serve 

people, not 10 

disadvontage them , N 

than I had ever seen in my entire career. 

The Juvenile Drug T reatment Court, beginning in 2000, screens tor substance 

abuse and, in partnership with the Maine O ffice o f Su bstance Abuse, provides a much 

needed, court-supervised intensive treatment program. The importance of confront

ing and SlOpping substance abuse early is underscored by the f.1ct that a high percent

age - pcrhaps as high as 85% - of all people involved in cri me, f.1 ll1 ily violence and 

child abuse have serious su bstance abuse problems - primari ly with alcohol. 

Because of my experience in the courtroom, I can attest to the growing number 

and increasing complexity of fami ly cases coming before the Maine Courts. A single 

protection from abuse hearing involved seventeen witnesses. Child protection reviews 

and divorce hearings demonstrated the concentration of complicated and broken 

relationships that are presented to the courts on a daily basis. 



                  

                    

               

              

                  

                 

                 

             

               

                

               

                

   

  

   

   
           

                  

                   

                 

 

  

    
     

            

    

   

      

      

    

      

      

      

       

      

     

     

      

        

       

        

  

     

      

      

    

      

      

    

     

    

     

      

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

 

 

    

   

   

   

  

  

    

    

       

   

     

     

   

     
   

        



    

    

       

       

     

  

    

     

       

   

      

    

     

     

     

        

     

  

    

     

    

      

      

     

    

     

     

      

     

     

     

   

       

      

     

   

     

    

     

   

     

     

     

     

    

      

     

        

       

     

     

       

     

     

     

     

      

     

    

      

   

   

   

     

    

      

      

      

     

      

     

      

      

    

   

      

  
   

     

     

     

      

      

      

      

    

    

     

    

     

      

      

   

   

      

  

     

      

   

     

     

     

   

     

     

     

       

      

      

      

    

     

      

    

     

      

   

    

    

    

   

      

     

     

      

    

    

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

   

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

   

   

   

  

   

  

 

 

   



   

     

      

     

    

    

     

     

   

     

    

      

      

      

      

    

      

      

     

     

       

       

    

   

   

     

     

      

      

    

       

     

     

      

    

     

      

     

      

      

     

       

     

      

      

    

      

     

      

      

       

     

       

      

      

    

     

       

     

     

     

     

      

   

     

       

     

    

    

     

     

      

     

       

    

     

     

       

     

       

        

      

      

    

     

    

    

     

      

     

   

  

 

   

 

  

  

  

     

    

    

     

     

      

      

     

     

       

   

    

    

    

   

       

     

      

     

     

 

    

     

   

    

      

     

     

    

      

      

     

     

    

   

   

    

    

    

       



    

   

     

   

      

      

     

   

      

    

       

      

     

     

      

     

    

    

     

     

    

      

      

     

     

     

     

     

       

      

      

      

     

      

     

    

     

   

   

     

     

      

      

     

    

    

    

    

     

     

    

      

        

      

    

      

      

    

  

   

     

    

    

    

     

     

       

     

      

     

     

       

    

    

   

       

   

    

    

    

      

      

   

      

   

     

     

    

   

  

     

      

 

 

    

      
  

    
 

     

      
  

  
  

      

         
  

  
 

    

      
  

  
   

      

 

     

      

      

     

     

         

      

       

       

        

      

     

      

      

    

     

      

    

     



     

      

     

      

   

    

       

     

   

      

    

   

     

    

     

     

   

    

     

    

    

     

       

        

      

      

     

      

      

       

      

      

      

       
  

  

   

   

       

     

     

     

        

     

     

     

      

      

     

    

            

           

           

              

               

             

             

             

            
              
         

            

             

           

         

             

         

         

         

          

             

          

           

       

        

  

    

  

    

     

        

      

      

       

     

     

       

   
    

    
   

        



    

   

     

    

   

     

      

     

      

    

   

     

    

    

    

    

    

     

      

      

   

     

    

   

    

    

    

    

    

    

     

   

     

      

     
     

       

      

      

     

      

     

      

      

   

     

       

   

   

     

   

    

     

    

    

      

    

     

    

      

     

   

    

   

    

     

    

     

    

     

      

    

      

   

   

    

    

    

   

    

   

     

    

  

   

     

    

      

     

      

      

    

     

     

     

  

    

        

     

    

     

     

     

     

       

     

    

     

      

   

    

    

    

     

       

      

    

      

    

    

      

      

  

    

   

      

      

      

     

      

     

    

     

      



     

    

    

      

   

      

      

      

     

    

     

     

 

  

  

    

      

   

      

     

   

      

     

      

      

      

     

      

       

      

      

      

       

     
 

    

      

       

      

  

          

    

     

     

     

     

    

       

      

     

      

      

     

     

   

     

    

     

      

     

    

     

     

      

     

       

      

     

  

       



         
   

   

     

  

  

    

    

   

   

  

  

  

   

  

     

  

   

               

               

          

               

            

             

              

           

  

              

              

              

               

              

         

            

          

            

                

               

              

            

            

            

            

                   

                   

                    

     

      

     

      

       

       

    

       

    

     

     

     

       

      

      

       

     

     

     

  

       

 

  

 

  
   

   
   

   

   

 

 
  

      
   

        
       

      
      
      

      



    

      

       

      

        

      

         

     
      

      

       

        

       

       

       

      

      

        

   
         

         
          

      

                

               

                   

                    

                  

                 

                 

   
  

   

  

 
  

  
  

 
   

  

  

 

 
 

 
 

 

    

  

  
  
  
  
  
  

  

        

 
   

   
   

   
   
   

   

   

      



The Superior Court 
T hc preceding year has prt:scntcd mallY exciting changes and challenges for rhe 

Superior Court. Recent amendments LO rhe Alnille ]{II!U ofCit,il PJ'/Iccdl/I'I: an.: expected 

to yidd signilicl nr improvement's in the expeditious handling of pre -trial procedures and 

discovery disputes. A committee chaired by HOIl. Thomas E. Delahanty, II , has pro1l1ul

!:plcd Ilew forms and procedures to t;Kilitatc these changes in a smooth and cflicicnt 

manller. J lIstiec Delahanty and former Chief Justice Margaret Kral'chuk embarked upon 

a "traveling road show" (0 many locales around the Stare to explain the new proccdun.:s 

to lawyers, clerks, and other interested partics. The nell' rules and procedures have been 

wdl receivcd :lnd should simplify arc;I.S of the 1:111' which had been problelllatic in the past. 

Amlrel!> M. Mmd 
Chitf JU/licc, S"ptriDr Omrl 

Our !'Oster has remained st;lble for past year with one major, late breaking develop· 

ment - forme r Chief Justice Krn l,clJ/lk has been nominated to replace Magistrate Judge 

Eugene Beaulieu of me United Smtes District Court upon his impending retirelllellt. We 

will miss her greatly, but wish her well in her new position. 

The criminal module of the MEJ tS compmerized docket management system is filily installed and opelJtional in 

the Superior Court. ,\llany people des<::rve credit for this accomplishment· the systellls analysts, the programmers, the 

tiJiners, and the clerks. The front line users, the Clerks, deserve particular praise for their positive ;mitude and eftort. 

The rece ntly released Report oJ tbe Stnte oJ Mnillt- Court Uuificntioll Tnsk Fortt- proposes wortl1while modifica

tions to our existinl? infrastructure. I [ provides a blueprint for substantive illlprOl'elllents in eHiciellC}' and "user friend 

liness" without' discarding our existing institutional strengths. Former Chief Justice Vincenr L. McKusick and all of the 

individuals who invested so mllch time and e!Tort on the Task Force deserve credit al1(1 our glJtcful appreciation for a 

jolJ well done. 

In the final :uta]}'sis, it is the people who make ""1 institution work. We arc IJlessed to have a compliment of 

extraordinary people whose e!Torts have allowed the Superior Court operate extremely well this past year. ['m looking 

Supe";or CQurt jU4iul: (front rllll') Nllncy Mills, Illl/ll/Iff A Cllle, G. Arthllr Bre/lJlII", J711/1II11S E. Dc/Il/mllty, I I, MIIIl}II/'et 
J. Krfll,dmk, 1)lIul T. I);crso/l, /'(1111 A. Fritzsche, Andrew !rd. !fiend. 
(bnlk 1'II1Il) SUP{,CII L. /'erkillJ (nail'ed retired), 77)f)/lins D. 1V1II'l'C1I, 77)oll/fiS E. HII/IIplm:y, DOIlllid H. iHnrdw, 
Roben E. Crowley, Frnllcis C. Mnrsmlo, Jolm It Atlllood, S. Kirk Smdst1'llp, Jejfrey L. Hjelm, 
Cnd O. fjrndji"'d (nail'e retired). AbsclIl frlllll p/)O(o: Inll Mne/Illm (nail'e refired). (Pf~1t> by Doll J"fmsoll l'/l/Jlt>gmpby, 1rJ9<)) 



Midllld N. lI'eJcolf 
OJie! lmlgc, DiJlrier CO/II·t 

---pJIO#O by bn./bM< 

The District Court 
Fiscal year 1999 was yet another year of great change and adaptation for 

the District Coun . The Court welcomed two new judges, Kepi" L . Stit/mJ!/ and 

Keith A. POWtl"S, who replaced 'D)OlllfU E. Humpbr" and Jeffrey L. H jelm, who 

were appoimed to the Superior Court . O'I'jstillt Foster was appointed to serve 

as Dcpury Chief Judge, following Judge Humphrey's departure. 

T he Districr Court completed the first year of the new Protective Custody 

Case Management system. Credit goes to rhe judges and clerks who worked 

heard to create and administ'cr the Case Management system. The O versight 

Committee, chaired by Judge Christine Foster, is reviewing the process to sec 

what improvements can be made. 

The Family Division of the District Court completed a Successful year, 

thanks to the Case Management O Oicers, Judges and Clerks who run that d ivi

sion. Changes were made 1"0 the system ro make il more user friendly. The 

Oversight Committee will continue 1:0 monitor the Family Division and to make 

recommendations on improving the systeill. The Clerks arc recognized for their 

hard work and dedication; case manage ment demands substantially marc work fi'om the clerks' offices. 

This year also saw the deployment of the M EJ IS system for the criminal dOCker in District Court. The s}'stem has 

requi red the clerks to re-hone their skills and to learn a new process for docketing c!"iminal cases. The clerks were also 

helpful with suggestions on how to simplifY the process. 
Dming this year, plans for opening the Juvenile Drug Treatment Cou rt were made. Jlldges Glf11tbt:l; Perry, Field, 

Powel-s and Levy each chaired local committees which were instrumental in drawing up the final procedures to be 

followed in the Court. Thanks to those judges and to the clerks who worked with them on those committees to make 

this possible. 
A final word oft/mnks goes to Wendy RIlII, Katby jOlles and Hnll/mll Olborne who helped make sense out ofthe 

multitude of cases dealing with fami lies and children. Thanks also to the Regional Court Administrators, Rob Miller, 

Deb Hjort, j eff H emiJorli and Norlll Nus, who provided much needed help to the District Court in various ways, 

including working with construction projects, court scheduling and personnel issues. 

The District Court continucs to change al a rapid rate, such that the re is a dramatic transformation with the way 

lhe court interaCls with rhe community. Again, the women and men o f rhe District Court who have created, 

implemen ted and coped with lhe rapid and drastic shifts . arc commended for their exemplary performance and 

outstanding ach icve ment. 

~/k~ 
Michael N. Wescott, ChiefJlldge, Disu'iet Cow·t 

+ • • • • • • .: , 
• > ,~ ~. 

.. . ' , 
."10 \I " . '1 '" 

, 

" " " ~ ~ .\ ,.. , .. 
, 

" 

~ 
, 

J. • .. '" :t ~, ," o , •• .' • ,i" " ~ 

Distriet Co"rt j"dgu: (lim "011') john V. R Olllei, AI/dre G. jnml/e, l{ollnid A. Dnigle, 77J01l/ns E. Humpl"r" 
Midme/ N. Westcott, joseph H. Fie/d, COllrtlnJld D. Pe"/"y, Il, Btl"llnrd C. Stnples, Petti"}. Got"fllliw. 
(/mdl/"o w) Vendtflll V. Vnjindes, joll D. LeI'Y, iVillinm R. AI/dersoll, ROllald D. Rlfssell, jo/JII B. Belh'mll, 
David B. G"iffi,lis, El/tII A. Gormnn, E. Pnlll Eggen, j essie B. Gllllther, Roltert E. Mill/en, nae AI/II FrenciJ, 
Palll A . Cote, j"., Christill e FOlte", jeffi'ty L. Hjelm, DfJ/lglas A. Clapp, Roln"d lka Jldoi" . 

~, 
~~ 
I 

l· 

A flJtIIt ji"OIli photo: jnlle S. 8mdley, jnllw E. MneMic/mel, Keith A. 1'0tl'el"l, jo/m C. Sheldoll, KCl'ill L. Stit/mlll, Joyce A. 
Wheeiel·. (pholl1 by 1'0111 jO ll rl, 1997) 



   

           

              

                  

                

                

       

               

                

                 

             

                     

                 

                     

   
     

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

  
 

 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

    

   

    

   

  

   

           

           

            

            

             

                

                

         

         

        

          

         

          

            

           

        

          

        

         

         

         

           
   

       

   



  
                   

                    
             

  

             
                 

             
             
              
              

                
               

            
             

             
              

             
              
               

               
              

            

                
                 

                     

       

 
     

     
     

     
     

     

      

           
              

       
                  

    

      
             

        
         

        
       

 

            
       

           

       
            

         
        

         
       

     
                       

                   
              



 
  

   

  

  

   

  

   

  

  

   

  

  

    
   

      
           

         

      
         

       
   

   
    

   

   

   

  

  

  

  

  

   

   

   

   

            

 
 

 
 

 

      

   

   

   

 

  
  

 

 

    

   

   

 

    

    

     
    


