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Judicial Branch Recognizes
Outstanding Performances

Recognition for outstanding and long-term employees took place at the second annual All-Employee

meeting held at the Bangor Civie Center.

There were 23 first anniversary employees: 20 at
the five-year mark, 25 veterans who logged a decade
of service, 13 who served for 15 vears and ten more
at their 20th year, Two District Court Clerks,
Norma Dubeme of Caribou and Rita Despardins
of Lewiston were applauded for their 30 years
as judicial employees.

Honoring 30-vear emplovees Norma Dubeme (2nd. fiom It.) Employee
and Ritn Desajardins (3rd. from It.), Clevks of Couvt | ave the of the Year was
Hounovrable Michael N. Westcott (It.) and the Honorable Danicl

E. Wathen (rt.). Child Support

Coordinator

Wendy Ran, who
was praised for “working tirelessly and effectively™ to accomplish the
many tasks that are assigned to her. In addition to her “day™ job
coordinating child support efforts, she is always, according to her

nominators, willing to take on a new assignment and complete it with

excellence, Wendy has been key to the development and

implementation of the Family Division and to efforts to improve child o, i e
t ; f : p Chicf Wathen (1t.) with Wendy Ran
protection, Over the past few years, she has provided tremendous named Employee of the Year.

support to the Pro Se Divorce Team. Wendy’s “unique capacity to
understand complex matters and to bring about progress and accomplishments™ has gained the respect and

admiration of her fellow employees,

Special Service Awards were presented to the Hon. David G. Robertsand to the members of the
Faniily Cowrt Lnplementation Team. Justice Roberts was a member of the judiciary for 31 years, serving the
beneh from March 1967 until his retirement carlier this year, He continues to serve as an active retired
justice. Members of the Implementation Team included Sharou Burns, Doveen Emboff, Hon. Rae Aun
Erench, Diane Harvey, Hon. Jeffiey Hyjelin, Hon, Thonas Huniphiey, Dinne Kenty, Robert Miller, Ronda
Nelson, Penny Recknrds, Shavon Webster and Hon. Jovee Wheeler:
This team did a spectacular job in getting the Family Division open

for business.

The Honorable David G. Roberts (It.) receives The Family Court Implementation Team honoied
a warnt bandshake from Chief Wathen (it.) with the 1998 Special Scrvices Award.
with the Speeial Services Award he sharves with

: Lt il phot riesy Don Joh
the Fawmily Court Inplementation Team. PR e



Cushman D. Authony, Esq. of Falmouth received the 1998 Advocate
for Justice Award. According to one of his nominators, “Cush has been
a tircless advocate for justice in the legislature, before state administrative
agencies and in his role as one of the most respected private mediators in

the state.”

Cush helped to establish and serves as and instructor for the KIDS
FIRST (formerly “Resources for Divorces Families”) program in
Portland, which helps divorcing families to focus on the needs of

children involved during the divorce process. Cush has donated many

Cushmnan Anthony, Esq. (It.) receives the . i .
1998 Advocate for Justice Award from hours of service to the court system, serving as chair of the ADR

Chicf Watlen. Planning and Implementation Committee, a member of the CADRES
Advisory Board and the ADR Task Force of the Futures Commission.

He was recognized for his commitment to justice, as one who has “most effectively championed the cause of

justice in our sociery.”

Hanle Warren of Cape Elizabeth was honored as
Outstanding Volunteer of the Year. Hank has donated
countless hours of service to the judicial branch directly, and as
a volunteer for Pine Tree Legal services. His strong
commitment to assisting pro se litigants has led him to serve as
a volunteer throughout the courts in southern Maine,
answering litigants’ questions and helping to fill out forms,
When Pine Tree Legal Services lost funding, Hank volunteered
to take on a coordinating role as well.

. 1 I Hank serves on the Pro Se Divorce Team, and has
Hank Warren, shown here with Chief Wathen volunteered to chair the advisory committee for “Maine
(#%.} mawnsed Ourstaniling Valunseor of the Tear. Volunteers for Justice.” He has just completed training to
become a CASA volunteer, According to one of his nominators. “Hank is one of those rare humans who
seems to possess both boundless energy and enduring compassion for individuals caught up in the legal
system.... Maine is very fortunate that this retired state official chose to create a new unpaid career for

himself in public service to the judicial branch.”

Th Honorable G. Arthir Brennan, Honoralle
Jobn R. Atwoeod and CMO Paul D. Matheiws share thoughts.

Conrt Officer Roy Rice and Hon. Leigh Snufley

Honorable Joyee A. Wheeler
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