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This annual report of the Judicial Branch of the State of Maine docu:rnents 
a year of major improvements and the promise o(further positive developments 
in the near future. Through the' efforts of the Judicial Branch Performance:Council, 
a strategic plan was developed setting goals to 1.) resolve cases fairly and promptly, 
2.) ensure public confidence in the judicial system and.3.) provide citizen access. 
This report documents considerable progre~s in achieving those goals 

Major developments such as the creation of the Family Division result'in 
progress toward all three of these goals. Other efforts advimce the goal of "resolv- . 
ing cases fairly and promptlY' The expanded use of alternative dispute.resolution 
is pro~iding litigants with' a,dditional methods to solve the problems that bring 
them to court. Technology helps everyone taking part· in the court system to 
process the information they need mor'e promptly. Additional opportunities for 
volunteerism will provide the courts with much needed help, and the volunteers 

with abetter understanding of how courts operate. -
The goal of "ensuring public confidence" is realized over time ~rough 'improvements that. help citizens better 

understal)d the system. ' Initiatives such as videos, improved written materials, and access to the internet provide 
citizens with assurance that the Courts can meet thei~needs. A greater emphasis on employee training enhances the . 
confidence of those who work in the courts, w)lich in turn, provides the public with greater confidence. 

In FY '97, work toward meeting ,the goal of "providing citizen aCcess" was extensive and productive. New 
courthouses speCifically designed for the work of <th.e courts make it easier for citizens to conduct their qusiness in 
dignified and appropriate surroundings The committee studying the role of the courts in child protection matt~rs and 
the addition of two judges is allowing more childreil to receive the protection provLded by the courts: Additional , . 
incom\for the civil legal services fund provides more citizens with the. help they need to navigate ,through court 
proceedings . . . ' , ' . 

The men and women of Maine's Judicial Branch have accomplished a great deal during the last fiscal year 
. SlTategicplanning ,Is, helping us to measure the producti~ity of the past and look to the future with intent to further 

build on these accomplishments ... 

~df,/f:~ ' . . . ' 
Jam~J;~ssner,Statl' COun AdmInIStrator 



Judi(ial B:ranch Recognizes 
Exemplary Employees and Volunteers 

For the first time in its history, Maine Judicial Branch initiated a r~cognition progrart. 
fot employees and citizens who provide the highest quality service of justice to the Courts, 
as a v9lun~eer or as an advocate. Thr'._program was developed by the Performance Council and will 
become an annual event At the historical all-employees meeting on. November' IS, 1997, long term employees 
were recognized for their years of service. There were 22 first anniversary employees; 15 at the five-year mark; 
10 veterans who logged a decade of service; 10 who served for15 years; and 10 more at their 20th year. 

Employee of the Year was Donna Coughlin, Administratiye Clerk at the Cumberland Superior 
Court Donna, who has worked at the <;:umberland Court since 1971, was prais.ed for her dedication and 
willingness to take on extra projects. One of her nominators stated, "Donna is the epitome of what every . 
person in the,court system strives to be - efficient and dedicated to her work:' 

Hon. Frank M. Coffin, Senior U.s. Circuit Judge, was named "Advocate for Justice," for his 
work as a "champion for the cause of justice in our society.' Judge Coffin, nationally recognized as one of the 
nation's most eminent jurists, has publicly proclaimed the need for adequate legal representation for the 
poor. His service as chair of the Justice Action Group and as the guiding spirit behi~d the Dirigo project has 

. given an effective votce to needy Main'e citizens. -

Esther Waters was named Volunteer of ~e Year. Following Esther's retirement in 1993, she retUrned 
I to donate her time to the Somerset County SUl?erior Court, where she had worked for more than twenty-one 

years She has 'volunteered ori a regular basis, and remains a valued member of the team. 
" , 

Special Serviceftwards were presented to Margaret Gardner, Clerk at the Penobscot Superior 
Court, Roy Rice, Court Officer 'at the Cumberland Superior Court, and ~uth Harris, Judisial Secn~tary in . 
):he District Court in Portland. Each has gained the respect and admiration of co-workers, supervisors and 
the public, proving themselves to be superior examples of the Judicial Branch at its fm@st . . . ". . . 

Marking 25 years of service were Elaine Carpenter, Associate Clerk at Calais District Court; Harry 
Kaklegian, Court Officer for. the Supreme Judicial Court; and Virginia Black, Assistant Clerk of the Li.w 
Court. Associate ?upreme ,Court· Justice David Roberls was commended for his 30 years on the 
bench. Thelma Holmes, Clerk at Bangor District Court, and Carol Coffle, Associate Clerk at Aroostook 
Superior Court were applauded f?rtheir 35 years as Judicial e~ployees. 

Messag~ from the Chief Justice 

Dalliel E. Walhm 
Chief jllslice,- SlIpmllr jlldicial COII,-I 

\ 

My: message this year is captured on the cover of this report These people 
constitute the .entire third branch of Maine's government Justice, to a large extent, 
'depends on the effort, competence, and integrity of this small group. Recognizing that 
we hav'e no business other than to provide justice, I am proud to submit this annual 
report of our work. 

, . 

Darnel E. Wathen 
Chief Justice, Supreme Judiciid Court 

" 

Highlights of the year:· 
1997: Applying Proven . 
Methods 'in Changing Times 

In FY'97, the Maine Judicial Branch 
focused on improving the delivery of court 
services to those unable to afford them and 
to those who are. ill served under existing 
practices. Working cooperatively with 

. Governor King, the Legislature, and the citi~ 
zens of Maine, the Jud.icial Branch took 
steps to modernize Maine's small court 
system and to advance the cause of justice 
for all. -

Additional Judges for Child 
Protection Cases 

The year began with the creatioil of 
two new judicial positions in the District 
Court For the first time since I 9SS, the 
Legislature increased the size of the judi~ 

. ciary with funding -p-rovided by the De­
partment of Human Services to address the 
needs of ~bused imd neglected children. 
Commenting on the unprecedented source 
of funding, ChiefJustice y\{athen not.ed that 
"fo~ the first hme we ha,ve look~d at a prob­
lem and decided the solution was to func! 
the system, not just one aspect of it' Fed­
eral funds earmarked for improving child 
proteciiqn efforts within the state were also 
shared by DHS 07 new caseworkers) and 
the Attorney General's Office (2:5 Assistant 
Attorneys General). 'The Legislature con­
firmed the appointrnent_ of Judge Robert 
Mullen a.nd Judge James MacMichael, who 
began their work at the beginning of FY'97. 

Family Court Becomes 
a Reality 

During the first I ISth ~egislative' ses­
sion, ChiefJustice Wathen urged th<:>,Legis­
lature to " .. creat~ the Family Division, this 
year, within the District Court. Courts must 
becom~ family-friendly We musrpreserve 
family relationships and prevent the harm 
and expense that currently results from 
inattentiol} and delay:' 

The . "Family Court" bill, introduced 
by the· Sphker of the House, Elizabeth 
·MitchelL stimulated debate about restruc­
turing the courts to facilitate and expedite 
divorc'e litigation. A family court for Maine 
had been discussed for many years and 
had drawn interest from the media, the bar, 
and citizens affected by divorce. 

. As enacted, the legislation creates the 
Family Division within the District Court 
and authorizes seventeen new positions: 
eight Case Management Officers, eight court · 
support staff and one social worker. This 
represe'nts the largest single infusion of 
personnel ' in the history of the Judicial , 
Branch. ' 

Two-thirds of the funding for the 
Fa~ily Division will be reimbursed through 
the federal child support enforcement pro­
gram. The Case Management Officers will 
conduct pretrial conferences, issue proce­
dural orders, and orders relating to interim ' 
child support. With the consent of the 
parties or in the ' ab'seilce of any contest 
the officers are authorized to 'hear all as~ 

pects of divorce litigation. The Family Di­
vision w.ill begin operations. in calendar 
~M199a • . 

Family Law Advisory 
Commission SubDlits 
Proposed Legislation 

In February 1997, the Family Law 
Advisory Commission, chaired by Judge 
Jon D. Levy, submitted its final report to 
the Legislature's Joint Standing Committee 
on the Judiciary. Following public testi­
mony, surveys of judges and lawyers, and 
submission of comments from citizens, the 
Commission made recommendations with 
respect to the misuse of the protection from 
abuse statute, the "best interest of the child" 
standard within the context of protection 
from abuse cases; and a more specific defi­
nition of "shared parental ' rights and re­
sponsibilities:' The Legislature ,enacted many' 
of the recommendations of the Commis- . 
sion. Iil addition, the-Commission identi­
fied areas for further study, including child ' 

, support guidelines :under shared residen­
tial -.care and expeditious enforcement of 
parental rights orders. 

Coinnlittee to Study the Role 
of the Courts in Protecting 
<;hildren Issues Report, 
Begins Intplementation 

Th~ Committee to Study tlieRole 0f 
the Courts in Protecting Children, created 
in 1995 and organiz~d in 1996, undertook 

continued next page 



an assessment or CLltTcnt pract ices and pt'O­
ct'Cllln:s in child I)rotection CdSt'S, The sllldy, 
funded through the federal Stllte Court Im­
provement Program, was cotld ~r cted by the' 
NO lional Child Welrol,t Resoul'Ce Cenlel' ror 
Organiza tioJ1al lmprovcmtnt. a division of 
the lvluskie Institute at the Uni versity of 
Southern Mai lle, 

As a result of the rcsCiH'ch and clC· 

live partidpatit;>n o( all committee mem­
ber<, "The Reporl oflhe CQmmilicr 10 Slud), 
Ihe Role or Ihe Courls in Prolecling Chil ­
drcn~ WdS suomitted to the Su preme Ju cli­
ci, 1 Cou l'l il! March dr 1997, The reporl 
cbntuined r'ccomrnendations for improve· 
ment in three general areas: l. Statutes/ 
Rules/ Rol~ or Iho Courl; 2, Case Manage­
ment: 3, Rcpn.'SCIl!cllioll of the PdI"tics. Three 
subcommittees 'rvere formed and chi'lr'grel 
with rev inving and implementing the 
Com III i ~'Sion 's recommendations .. 

As a rurlher resu ll br Ihe slud),. Ihe 
rvld illc ,Cou rt Child Pro\('ction Orner was 
established and tocMed in Le\,visIOJ1. Judge 
Johi1 llcliveillJ , chair of th e: Committee, 
serves as progra rrt coordinator in addition 
to hi? dut ~s .as a fult time Disll'ict Court 
judge, Plans of Ihe impicmcnlalion sub­
committeeS' incl ude pilot projects and spon­
sorship of s t cl t ~ \:v ide tl't)ining a'nd con(er~ 
ellees fOI' Im,v},('I'$ and coun clerks in 1998. 

Federal (lrnding is asslJred thrOllgh 
200 1. a I'esull or Congress' passage or Ihe 
"Adoption and Sa re Famili es Acl or 1997: 
This runding will advance the attainment 
of Ihe ovcrridillg goal of tht' Commillee ~ to 

reduce t11(, l"ime thilt children under court I 

order rctnilin in foster Ci!fe and to· esttlb­
lish prnnancnql (oJ' lhcsc children al Ihe 
carliest possible datr: 

More Childre" ni,,1 .he C<lurt.. 
Judges Joseph Field and Michael 

WeslCO I! rn~ldc ncws for their jJlJlova~ 

tive Wil)'S in dea ling with children. The 
judges. who joi l1l1 )' preside over Ihe Dis­
trict COllfts il)" WeSI Hath, Wi sc~sse l and 
Rock lilnd, have provided il ll illCerllive (or 
sctf- irnprovt'Illt'J1t in jllveJ1ile cases, Their 
dispositional pract ices includ Ilcgot iill­
ing lesser senlencesJor improved wades' 
0 1' par'licipa lion in smoking cessatior, 
progra ms, 

Anolher project "Home 10 Horne." 
is designed to protcct children in divorced 
families from pil rent,ll con nirt dlll'i tlgweck· 
end visitatio n ('xchallges. The project. 
sponsored by Ihe Balh/Brunswick chapler 
of Ihe American Asso~ia l lol1 of Universit )' 

Women and funded b}' the Un ited W8)I, 

grew from a speech deli vered 10 the 
, A.il. U,W. b)' Judse Fidd, Trained voluh, 

leers i.1t an tXcl1(lJIge (('nlcr esco l'l children 
from one parenl to the other, avo idi ng di­
reel contact and opportunit ies for cQnnid, 
The progrdlll is an outstanding example of 
community supporl il nd coordination in 
ttw dcl ivcr{ of justice in tvlaine, 

r'rn Sc Divorce Team 
l)rodu('cs Vidco 

Working under the I('ader~hip of 
Judge Thomas Humphre)'. Ihe Pro Se Di­
vorce Team has devoted much time and 
effort assisting unrepresented litiganls. In 
addition to n:vicwing and simplirying ex­
isti ng forms. the Team produced a vidc~ 
thilt expla ins the do'Cllmcnts ~ll1d pr'ocQc. 
dlll'c for' a divorce aClion. The profession­
all)1 prodliced video was distributed to all 
District Court locations. clnd publiC librar­
ies throughout the stllte. The TCirm plans 
to produce two more videos in the series ­

' one to describe the media tion process and 
anolher to describe Ihe process or a mend­
ing or enforcing (I divorce judgn'tenl. 

Civil Legal Sel'vices I;untl 
C.'cated to Increase Court 
A('ccss: to Lo,,; Inconlt~ Citizens 

A broad coalilion of judges. law),crs. 
and citizens succcssrutl), supportcd legis­
la tion 10 fund civil legal crviccs for people 
\,vith 1m\' insome. FederJ I fundi ng for legal 
service provid{'rs hilS eroded in reeeilt )leu.l"s, 
severely limiti ng the. ava ilability or legal 
I'eprcsent(ltion ror the poor ancl dderly. The 
problems art ~JJlcqlJal aq:ess \"'lerc rccog: 
nized ",ill highliglrled b)'. lhe Maine Com­
mission 0 11 Lcgdl Serviccs in 1990. In the 
ch ('1 irrn~ n's prefilCe to the Commission's 
action pliln, fortner U.s. Senatol' Edmu'nd 
S. tvllJ skie stated, ;'Our most basic recom­
mendation is adcli'csscd to att members of 
SOCiety, as the bcr'tt'ficillrirs or ils uni versal, 
yet unrealized, gll arilnt~e of legal i:ICC('SS' to 
justice. It speaks lo the ilbsolu lc nccessity 

, of directing grca tly inCl'cascd funds to lhe 
provision of legal services to the poor.' 
E'frorls 10 rund civillrsal sel'Viees Ihrollgh 
donatiol's or direct dppropridtiOll Ilave J10t 
bcen succcssru 1. 

As enacted. the 'flJlld is the reposi· 
tory of a $5.00 surcharge on civ il fines and 
penaltics, and a .su rcharge all civil ntins 
recs. The esti mClt ed proceeds wil l approxi­
milte $900,000 annualfy and 1,-vill be cl is­
lribuled 10 non-pronl legal service provid-

ers, such as Pinc Trcc Legal, Legal Services 
for Ihe Elderly, the Volunteer L;","ycrs. 
Project, and the Cumberland Legal Aid 
Clinic. A three-member,commission, ap­
poinlcd by Ihe Supreme Ji,dicial COlrr'l. will 
allocale and dislribule Ihe ru ncis, 

Oirigo Projeci huproves 
Opporlunities ror Court 
Voluntccnf 

n,e Dirigo Projecl. funded b), ~ 8ranl 
rrom Ihe Charles E, Culpeper Foundalion; 
provided leadership in improving COITIIllU · 

rlica lioll between courts and the public. 'n't~ 

members or Iht Dirig6 Siaic Commillee 
pMlieipalcd in law Day and Fall Forums, 
ilnd provided il ·voice" lhrough.numerous 
media releases and public appe(lr·ancrs. A 
series o( half-haul' vidrotr1pcd programs 
on the courls and juslice was produced a ~ld 
made ava ilable 10 Mainc cabtc TV stat ions. 
LinkiJlg-with Community Action Programs 
ilnd <lgencics providIng l eg~1 services (or 
Ihe POOl', Ihe Projecl has successhilly sup­
ported-and infu sed new energy inlo Ihe 
camp'aign 1"0 provide adcquate repres(,11Ia­
t'ion for low-incomJ Mairle citi zens. 

. Turning their focus toward <rcli ve 
involvemenl by Milinc's cilizens in thl' coul1 
s),slern, Dirigo develpped a pl'Oposal. for a 
futl· limc Volun teer Coordinalor to Over­
see voluntcer efforts in lhe courts, A gril nl 
from, the Libra Founda tion (unds the 
coordinator's position, II shoutd be noted 
that Eli zabeth NO}lce, founder and bene· 
factor of the Libril Foundation, was an ae­
'li ve member or Ihe Di rigo 51ale Commillee 
unlil her unlirnci(dealh in Ihe spring or 
1997. This project is yl'l another dSpt'ct of 
her legac)' 10 ,vlainc, 

The Volullteer Coordinil tOJ' will be 
responsible for (I wide range of activities 
including development or a pia" ror I'e~ 
Ct"lJilmCll\ of volunteers, coordination of 
volunteer orientat ion, and recogni tion of 
volunteer conlr ibutions. It is expected 
that the inneascd usc of volun teers will 
assist COlIl't starr in improv ing services 
and wil l enhance public undcrstanding 

~or comt op<.'ralions. 



The Year in Review 
Hscal Year July 1, 1996 to June ')0, t 997 

Indi);l'nl OC .. rl'nM' I\d"i~o~' 
Contlnilt., ... , E~I .. ,bli.\ht..'d 

I hl' Supreme luditidl Court t~ldb­
Il\hrd 1!1l' J\dVI\Ur)1 (olnlm1tcc' 011 Inuigt'llt 
Ddem(' III 11)97. ,\ (0111111111('(' of IdwYI'rs 

,mel (rli/m", worklllg with iudif'iil11t,lisoll'i. 
1\ (h'lr~t'cI \vitlllhc' hro,ld m,lIld.lk to mn,­
~Id {'l' 1\')UC,\ \'t-I ,11Ing to 1h(' ft'preS('r11.lIioll 

01 imligml (kfl'lld,ml<, in rrill1iiMI ((I~t'C; dnd 
10 rn.lke rc'(ollllnl'llciollion\ concerning in· 
digt'lll rrpr(,<;l'I1l.1Iioll ,mel the l1('rd for {'..,­
Idbh"hltlg d pt'rnhll1('111 ,\dvi\ory W1111111 1· 

1('(' TIl(' Commitl('!' nwl throughout Ihe 
)'t',11' .'r~cl (UI I\lcirrt'd \(,V('f, llrs\lIl'" rc,'/.lliIIH 

.\0 thl' f('Prt'!!mllllioll of Ul<.lIF,l'I1l ddendclllls, 
Including rompl'mdlioll for (OUrl -dp· 

pOlnl('d rOl ltw-l. romlwtcnc(' of mUllst'!, 
"',lmidl'<J\ lor !rellning dnd qUdlificd!IOn, ,Ind 
!h(' dppoin!lllt'IH ,,)I"!CI11 W'Ill'rdll), ·Ihl' 
COI1U11II!('t' will whmil tI (epor! 10 Iht' Su­
preme Judici'll COll r l wilhin Ill<' ncxl )'t'dr. 

(;t·ndt.'r Ilicl~ R('I)()rl Is\uccJ, 
with Rt.'commcndalioiu 

Mlt'l' 111\11'1)' ruul' )'l'dI'S or ~ t ud)'. thl' 
li-m('mbl'l' i\\lli Ill' COll1mis~ioll 011 GCIl ­
d('l; Jw,firl' ,lilt! the (ollrl", dlllir('d by Pro­
r{''i'iOl'(olll '('1l Kiioury. o;;t lbmiill'd ito;; (('pori 
10 Ill(' ~upl'crn(' JlI(~nlll Court Thc Com­
llli ..,~ iOlI If>lIII(l lilile ('vidt'l1(l' of Over! g('II­

tlt'r hI11\. ,lIId cuncluded Ih,lt Ilw int.'quili('\ 
,mel lIlIlclll'Ill'\!\ found III t\ 1.\II1('·s comb ,m' 
tlUl' mol'(' 10 COl)1pl('x ('conomlC ,md ctll ­
lur.ll rOIU'\ ollhkk II\(' Il'g.11 ,y~I('1'I1 tlMn 
10 g('ntkr-bi. I ~('d hdl<lviol' \Villlill li lt' S)I,\­

\I'm (011(11I('lin8 IIMI WOI1l{'ll drc mort' 
likdy Ih,m Ill<'llto be di.,tldv~IIlI.lgt'CI, {'.,pt>­
(i<llI)' In divOl'c(' (,I\e." Ihe (olllll1i<;o;;iolll ('C­

Oll1lllrl1fkd mol'(, (Ilcrs<;ibi lil)' 101' 1('8<1leIS­
"i"tllllC{' in dOll1t'.~Ill {(i'll'\, (lild ~lI~esl('d 

Ihtll <I ('(lInil), LOur! ,)1'i !1'1ll be rf'(',IIed, 
OVl'r,III, Illl' I'l'pOr\ orr('rrd Ill'dfly 60 I"l'C· 

ommt'ndcl liolh for ,Iddrl.'s'i illg gend{'/"· 
1lt1<;t'd-illl'quilie., wililin Ih(' luchdcll Hl'dnrl t 
TIl(' SlIprl'lllr ludiricll COIII'I (lsslgnro rt '­

"po ll "ihih ty ror implt'llltnling the 
(olllm i "~loll'''' rq)o rt to Ihl.' 1\111i lll' ludicirll 
Br,lIl( h P('rfol'lll.lIl( ' COlillcil 

Judi( i .. 11 ( ·onlJ>t. ... n~,'lion 
CO"'lJidc..,rt'd 
h)' II ... L",;id,ltun.· . 

Mkr fill I'xh'n~i Vt' "Illd)" tilt' ludi­
dil l Cumprll<;.1l101l Comml",siull 1""'11('(( II 
rq)ol'I (.llImg 101' IIlCTt',IS('{1 jllclicl,ll\.ll.il'ie" 
,l lltlllllprOvt'ci 1'(.' lirrl11('111 bl.'n('flIS. TIlt' bill 

\ to impkl1lt'llllh(' (ommls",ion's rcport wa~ 
fd\lur<1bl), lOIl'iidrrro by the Ll'glsld ilire bUI 
!,t.ilkd 011 ,\ UQwd('(1 tip I'Opriiltiolls Itlblc. 
II will br giVl'1l further ronsiderclliOIl ~l llhr 

IH'Xt r,('~SIOIl of Ill(' Lt'gloJ"hll'(' 

CAOKJ:S (lrmvs 'frol1l 
Mediation Root< 

Enol'I~ to l'XIJdlld <lIlel impl'ov(> ,11-
Il'l"Ilcl tiV<' displlte n.'<'()luI iOIl options within 
thl' (OUI'III Il'd 10 Iht' Cl'l'elliOIl or CADRES. 
11ll' (0111'1 AItCI'lldt ivl' Dispute Rc:solulioll 
5(,1'\'ln', Growing rrorn thl' rormer om (' 
01 Courl l\ 1«1I,lIioll S<Tvi(l~, CADRES "'"ks 
10 mdke wider \IS(' of 11lf'<iidtion <;('Ivices 
Ih roughoul Ihe (ourl sysltm ilnd CII­
courdfW Iilig,Ul1 PtlrticiP<IIioll in I'(,solv-

I iug dispu!ts, 

'iignificdnl I·rnsrc~~ in 
J\chic..'ving Tc.."c.hnologi<'dl 
CcJl'clbiliti('~ 

T11(, Jud icial Ul'illlch col,tinuoo· tlw 
dl'vdopll"l('nl of II COlll'l rnandgcIl1l'111 S)'S­
lent The flrsl or lOll I' phd.l.t'~ or till' 1\ Idll1(' 
JUcilri,llllr,1I1ch Illformil lioll S),"l'm I~ IEIIS) 
licls b('('Il drlliglH'ti ill delil" IHld pro­
grllmmed, When compl('led, 1\\EII 5 will 
pl'ovick dCl'k" with d n1t'lhud or keeping 
ourl rcwrds Oil ,1 wmpull'r .,YStl'nl 111<11 

will providr dorkt'l ('nlrb, "ldtisliCc11 f(' ­

pOl1ingdncil'ImJ'Onic delt.1 Ir,lIlskl' 10 olh('r 
~ slalr d8rlltirs. t\ LOlT'lprdwnsiVl' tr<lIning 

p.rugrllill hlls ht'l'll (it'vl'iopnl <mel !h(' 

t\ lu\kil' IIiSlitutl' oflht, U lli Vt'f~i l y of Soulh­
rrll 1\ lllill(' will dS)1\1 Ul trelining. 

TIl(' fil'\1 pIWi(' of ~ \ EJI W{IS in­
,,1.llkd ill Ill<' l'r,lIlklill Counly Superior 
COlll'l, dnd 1('"ling !tel 10 signinc(lIli im­
proV('lllt'llt. GC'IH'I"dl ill ~ldll.lliun Uflhc flrSI 
phd~' will onw during 1998. rlll'dcvd· 
opnll'llt of tht, m :ond phtl':>(' will follow 
SI,IIT Ivilili lllhr Ofrkc of inrofln(ltion Tech­
nology eli'(' lOlllnlll1('d 10 dtsignillg dnd 
buildIng d ~r~1t1ll tllilC \vill ~lTV(' tilt' p('oplc 
or I\ I,II/\{' \\'dl ill to Ihl' T\\:c IlI )'-hr~ I Cl'Il­
IUI')" 

III olhrr l('rllllOlog), d{'\'doplllenl<;, 
II,e Jt ldiri,11 Brancll dt'livrrro IdplOP '-001-
pulrr::. to judgr5 ~lIld loll\' drrk::.. 111('sr looh 
provl(k 1,(1lh judge l,fjl ll1>a<;j( aulom{ltlon 
l.llhlbilitks ~lIrh 11" word prOtt'~~illg.l·-mllll 
1111(1,1(("('<;'\ 10 eleclronic k'8111 rt'sc(lrcll TIl(' 
judgl'" h;lVl' .111('nti('d ,1 vdnt'ly of Ir.lining 
"('')'11011\ lInd Ilhlkl' good u~(' or lilt, equip· 
IIlt'llt III d mOIll('111 of lli slO riC signifir,IIlCl', 

111(' Id~1 rotMY piloll(' ~ystem lIsed in the 
COlll't!, WdS felif('(1 <md ftlx mdchmt'!. W('Il' 
Illsldll('d in .111 COlIl1~. Hn,}lly, the Judirial 
81'.1II(h went on the In lrrnet with its own 
wcb sill' (http://WW\\..COllft<:;.slale.mc.lIs) 
pl'Ovidmg dClI'SS 10 Ld\\' Court opiniOlls. 
rO(llls. <lnd inrorm.lt ion ,Ibout the courls. 

CAS;\ l'rogrcJm Rt.·('('iv('\ AWl1rd 
dnd R{'cogl1ilion 

The MJill(, "COUl'l ,lppoilllCd Spe­
cial AdvOlIII !'" ((A51\) progrill11 WllS Ihr 
r{'cipiclTi or Ih(' John W, B.llloll 1996 /\11'­

Illl,ll Dislingld\.hed ServIce I\wdrd. The 
,l\vilrd IV(lS pJ'{'S('l1tcd to rrcogni/c lilt' ,I,'ork 
tlMt Ihe pl'()grdlll, IllrouHh ils n;dllY vol­
lInlrcr~, doc" 10 srrve Ihe n{'eds or chil­
dn'll involved ill child prol<'clivcctlll('S. Tht' 
lJ'lllou t\wdrd is prcsrlllt'(l '1 111Hh.III)I by Ihr 
1\1,1111(' B,\I' A.,<;OridIiOIl 10 dn org,II I11<ll ion 
or IIldividudl lO hOllor Ihl' memo,), orlol'll 
\ V, I3dlloll. 1111 dttorm'}1 ill Ihe !llmgor dre') 
who IVd!) known Ihrollgilolli hi., It'gcII C,I ­
r('N ,IS ,I dedic/lll'd comllllllllly '1('1"\1,1111. TIlt' 
ilwdrd IVrlS prcc;('I1I('d 10 /\S/\ "in r('(Ogni~ 
lion cmd dppl'cci(ll1on 01 ils m(lIl), )'CdI''' of 
di:iiillgubhrd s('lvice 10 Ihe Stille of 1\.liline 
.mel li s cili/cns~ 

III 1111 ddcliliolltl l 110.1(' or dpprcci. l­
lion, Gov. !\l1gU!l S. King prod<limrd ]line 
(,. 199710 be ·CASA Vol'l lltcrl' Recognition 
I),,( "Itl l ing ·Whrl"(';'I \). CNiA voluntl'crs 
(ldvoCdl(', monilor. report (llld, most im­
portdlltly, protl'ft dlildl"l:~ II , Sl<llldllig in (OUlt 
'mlh{' ShOl'~ of Ihe ch ild' dnd dcting lIS Ih(' 
'~Olc(" or Illr,,(' rhlldrrn ... lht, trUt' vl1ll1l' or 
Ihis conll'ibullon. olnmilim'nl <lnd dcdi­
(dted ~(,I'Vicl'" 1110':>1 uTldinl)' d('m.lIld~ rc(­
Ogl1ll1011 throughoul t\ I ,lill('~ , 

L:lbor dlld Manag{Omt'nl Aller 
Uargilining I)rofes~ 

In prcp(u'tltioll rol' IOlIcc\ivt' bcll'­
gaining. Ih(' Judirilil BrdllCh <lilt! Ihl' M,li n(' 
Sldtl' Emplo}ll'l'S /\!t",otidlioll dgll't'd to'(,I11-
b,lrk all (I proC('SS of cont fdcl ncgoti.llions 
kno\\'nll~ -int('l'rt,l· b,lsl'd bflfg,1I11ing.- TI I(, 
PI'OC(,S" .,('1 11 1l(' lV ton(' (01' negotialiol1s. 
moving bOlh Illhor dlld mrll1agcIlleni (,llVd)' 
Irom conrrontation .lIlel poslunng. I hl' 
Ill'W techniqut' led 10 ,lgll 't'nlt'nl in roUl" 
month~ wilh only Iwelv{' ncgotidllng ~('Sw 
~Ion~. i\gret.'Illt'llt \\'(1<; I'('.lCh('u lor .1 \lX­
month lOnlrol(1 rOf lolnUjuy Ihrough June 
1997 ,Hld cI !"'o-),car contl'.l( I covcring lul)1 
1997 Ihrough IUIll' 1999, 



The tWO-}'eilr collt ract (ili leci for re­
opening for negotiation n'gil l'ding il com­
prehensive CompensJ liol) Sttldy, ~ "I.a­
bor-Mtlllagemcnt Compensation Stud)' 
CommiUee~ WdS n:spollsible for tbe gen­
crr1 1 oversigllt of the study, including the 
clevelopment pf il Request (01' Proposals 10 
hi re a conslI lianl to desigll and conduct 
Ihe ~Iud )'. The resu lt ins slud),. conducled 
by til t, Natiomli Center for Stdte CouriS, will 
be the basis for further Jl(.'gotifltiO IlS n.'gill'd­
ing changes in tile ~I assifir.at ion system. 

Training for All 
Training progl'1111ls and educational 

opporlunilies ror Judicial Branch employ­
t'CS ll11d thi' judiciory ('xpcriclll.:t.'d trelllen­
dOllS grol1vth within thc past YCell: Follow­
ing.a reorgan ization of the du ties of thc . 
Tra ining Officer, judicial educat ion' was 
separalccl from emplo)'cc Irain in8 

Employees were offered miJny op­
porlun il it's for trrlining cOl~clucled b)' fcl ­
low cmplo}tccs. R'cgular Helices about edu­
cational programs in the communit}1 were 
Ilrovided. and employees were encouraged 

to ma~e usc of the training funds available 
uncleI' Ih(' bargaining ll l,it contracts. A sdf­
study libr(1), VI'as established, offering writ­
ten and Judio video 1n111CI'i.ll s for loan 
thl'Oughollt the st('lh'. Employce I'cspol1se 
I'vas positive, as materials wcre repeatedl}, 
requested and f"vo1'ably received. 

Opporlunilies ror judicial educalion 
expanded with the su pport 'of gran ts to " 
fll1ld attcndance (It the Nil tional Judicial 
Coli~ge in Rello and va l'ious national cen-' 
ferences, ;\ regional effort WiOl Nev'l' I-Iamp­
shii'c and Vcrmont provided eduGltional 
... vorkshops all~ , co nfcr(,ll ces. 

SUI'e"jor' Como' J"s,iCes: (jro/If 1'011') 1IIII/nw M. 1\111'/;d, 1111111 /1. Fril.zscfl l', TIIOIII(IS I:'. IJd,l lwllly, /1, . , 
/Jollllid C, IIk.w/I/{/n', Rollllld A COIf, ~-/ I rl p 61'1111jOI'II, C. 1\1'111111' IJrl'llllfHl, Mmgm't'I}. Kml'c1wb , . " 
(bark 1'011') WilliallJ S. Hrodrkk (1 IClil'l'a I'rlil'l'(/), /)olllf/(f f f, ,)'Icm/nr, NoJJa / Ii. Crml'/l')" /.tig ll I. SmUll')', M lJlcr j\' jiJIs, 
FrclI/(i.'i C. MlIl'SllI lO, IO!1II It II /\\'ood, Susan W. CII /kills, Sll'p/w, L Ih~ills (fI( lil'l'd I'din'dJ. 

II I,SI'111 j rO/ l1 pic/lin'; /'11111 'J'. Jli!TSOII, f~.olJ('rll... Ih'Oll' lI l' (1I(/iJl((/ I'f/irl'ti), fili i Martllllts. (ac/iI'l'd /'t'/in'd) 

Dis'rid COllI" Judges: (jrOI1I 1'0111) Cllris /ill( Fos/rl: Mirl ,al'! N. Weslfoll, iJl'rll fira C. SI{lplrs, S, Kirk Studs/n' l', 
IIm/n' G. Jt lllrilt-, jolm \I. /{olllri, Tholllas·I!. HIIlHplJrrr, ROllllld II. Dnig/(; • . 
(midtllt, roJII) I'('h'!' J. ('ormli/I'5, }tffn'r L Hjrllll , Jail IJ. Uv)" Willim ll R. IIlIdmo!" DOllgl{ls !l. n ,pp, l(olUlfd fJ. RIISSri /, 
l<ol1,.,.t E. M"I/.." , 1'011111. Cotl'. Jr., Oll"id Ii. Griffi/I IS; . • 
(/J(lck rOil') Jo/lIIlJ. Hdi]l(clI/, JOSi'J.ll! If. Fit'/ff, ]fllIll'S r:. 1~(If1Hicl l(h'1. Jora A. Wtirrlt'r (Admillis/ralill( COli I'I), J(III I' S. /Jmall'r,-
f~(Jtll llll Frmcl l, Jo/ lII C. SII(/dCJII, II /(,\'{Hul(r 11. k ltlcNic/ull. . , 
i l /lsm/jrolll piClllr(: COllrllaml D. /lf f/y, 11, jrssil' 13. G,II,III I'/', Ellm!l. Camlllll, 

'. 



Maine Judicial Branch.Caseload 
The I.l blr to Ihc"right SUlllma ­

ri zes filings in thc variolls courts or 11l(' 
Muim' JudiciclllJrdlKh OV('r the p(lst 
drcllde. There .lll' chartlCl<'rislic 
dirfen:ll(rs in toddy'S (m ll'l cascload 
compilllXl1Q Ih'll of the past. Statistics 
C{lilnol dctnOnstrdlt' the incrl'ilsed 
complexity 01 civi l litigation. OWl" th(' 
I).1SI scvel'rl l yedl's. complex ,Ind tirnc­
COIISlll11i l18 domcstic CdSC~ - d ivo ln', 

prolcction (rom dbuse ll ild hclr.'SSl1ll' ll1. 

child protcctiVl' dnd olhL'i' filmil }1 • 
Ill<ltlt'rs - have' b('('QIl1!' ,111 incrt'.l"iing 
p('lu'ntdgc or the 1\.ldine court cdsclolld, 

, 
Mdine Judiriaillranch Cascillad Summary 

The Supreme 
Judicial Court 

1988 1989 IY90 rY91 

IAIV COIlIU 
Filings 528 540 622 646 
Dis~si lions 542 517 618 569 

S lll'~RIUR COURT 
Filing' 10) 18,162 18,805 20,638 19,793 
Disposilions 16,886 18,325 19,967 19,421 

IJ '" RICrcOliUT 
tHrIl l ( OUI'U 
Filings 321 ,557 325,560 315,123 307,776 
Dispositions 306,491 310,269 305,404 300,259 

Vlnltl(iolls thll'C.lti 

Filings - - - -
Dispositions Ib) - - - -

!trlAL 0111 RllTCOIIRT 
Filings 321,557 315,560 315,113 307,776 
Dispositions 306,491 310,269 305,404 300,259 

iIIlMI NISTRATIVI (Oll RT 
Filings 283 357 357 423 
Disposilions 286 350 377 404 

Tl)'I~ I (AS II ""') . , 

Filings 345,530 3.5,262 336,740 328,638 
. Dispositions re) 324,205 319,461 326,366 320,653 

(0) Superior Courl criminal filings counted by docket number. 

Inl rY?J rY94 IY91 1m fY97 

• 511 652 1,038 988 841 724 
571 544 889 732 800 769 

19,190 18,330, 17,649 17,469 16,315 15,912 
19,484 18,839 18,116 17,077 17,726 -16,059 

216,830 138,110 128,168 133,125 131,6,52 141 ,985 
226,921 136,878 126,029 129,352 128,913 135,607 

57,418 94,796 99,432 100,421 98,858 II 3,694 
nol avoiL nol avoi l. not avoi l. 100,458 11 0,971 II 1,975 

274,248 232,906 227,600 233,546, 230,510 255,679 
nolovail, nal avail. nol avai l. 229,810 239,884 247,581 

454 336 358 366 304 495 
415 324 321 494 332 480 

294,443 252,214 246,645 252,369 247,970 272,810 
nol avai l. nol avail. nol avail. 248, II 3 258,742 264,980 

IIISI;(( ( 11It/UtI( I), (;14ISSJIIIIII , the nr'il 

woman in the histor")r of tvldin(.' to 
serve on the Suprcme fudicid l Court. 
r(,tircd this ye{lr. In htr fourteen )ft"lr~ 
of scrvicc. she p(Jrticipdh'd ill dlmos! 
5,000 C()SCS li nd publish{'d owr 570 
signed opi nions for tlw (our'!. In 

Ibl Disposition doto for Ihe JBYS is unovoiloble for FY'92, FY'93 and FY'94. , 
Ic) Totol dIspOsition counl for FY'92 lhroogh FY'94 has not been calculated due 10 unovoilobility of dolO loon the JBVS. 

ilCklilion to her appdl(1 1(' rasciod(/, Justicl' G ld~S Il1 {lll \ ('1"\1('(1 ,I !> lilt' ClMir of the SC'lltCltn' 
Rcvinv I\mcl (1ml the Judici<ll Edl lCdtioll omrni1tt'C'. 5he sf'l'vt'd 011 II mOl1bt'1' of 
committel's lind mack' cI substantial contribution to Ihe work or llw Gcndl:I' lli.l~ TdSk 
Foret' (mel the Commission 011 Leg,ll l\'('l'ds. Although it \\'uu ld be difficult for dll }'O Ill' 

to rollOl\' in the footsteps of thi<; 'judicid l pioll(,cr, her suco:ssur is cqudl to II'\(' Id~k . 
Jlls/ia i.t'i!/Jr $11 1if/(}' SCI'Vt,.'d with distinc1ion on tlH' bench of both lilt' Districl lind 
Superior Courts cine! h(IS ('xtcnsiw ('xPtTit'IllT il) rt'p l"(: ~('Il1illg till' interests of childrell 
011 bdldlf of lhe A11orm:y GCIl('l"<II '~ O f~((' dlld tht' l)epl1l'tmt'llt 01 1 lum,lIl S('rviccs, WC' 
\o\'dcoln(, l1('t' dS thc 102nd pcrsoillo hl'.,lppoinlt'd to Mrlinc''i highest r Ollrl. 

Thh. Wd~ d Yl'.lr of high pcrform.lIl((' with I'('SPC(t 1o the dPpdlu\r wot'klo~I(J of tht' 
COllrl. Aidrd by i.I \\'('icollwd dowl1lurn ill gCIIN{11 n1ing~, in IY97 tht' Court succccded 
in turning Ill(' C'Ol'lll'l' 011 thc largc IlUmbl' l' of ilppc.lls 11MI r('slIlt('cI (rom ,1 Ill<ljot' 
reorgillli7..lIioll or Ih(' Workcl's' om[wns<ltiol\ Commission in 1993. Achieving all 

oV('l'all drd l'tll)c(, i'{11c of 106.2%, tht' COllr1 rniu«:d b,l(klog .md i'i now c l~k' to <.lddrC"i'i 
improved compliunce with li lll(' p"l'form.lI\("(' sldlld.mb rur Ihe vdriOliS $I('ps in Iht' 
dPFidld\(, proress. In til(' pilrt irt llil rl}1 'iciisiliv{' ilrCi! of child prot('ction proc('t'di ngs, till' 
Court mnt illu('d to empill1siz(' Ilw pmmpt hrlndling uf appl'tlls ,lI1d rcdu(cd signin­
(,{lIl tly the lilllc rroll1 nling 10 disposition. 

-

SlI!I'"l'II,r /lI4fici4l1 Caliri: (/1"0111 mw) /JIll/iii C. /{(JIJl'rt.~. 
f)mtirl E. 1 V'lll lt'l l, G,,'olill( /), (, la ssll llIlI; 

(/llll'k fO il' ) /-fowll,./III. /J(IIIII. /r., Roh/'/"I W. C/~(f{lrrl. 
P{/III L 1{llellll/ lll , Kalll;1 \I. Ul'f4 

Th(' COlirt is dldlknged to utiti7.t' 
SCun:c 1"l'SOlln"('S emeit'ntl), 10 r{'mdin 
("lIn('nt in drclling wi lh (Ill appellatc' 
c{lsciOtld that excccds the l1umbt'l" or 
appcdls in most olht'l",stalt's with d 

tOlllpllrllble ,lppell.'llt' 'i1 1"l1 (I1 IIT. Thc 
Court hilS no olh('1' mi;;sion th{1n to 
Ill\lkl' Ihe constililtiol1(1 1 prombc or 
prompt (lilt! access ible j ll ~ tiCt , d rt'<llil }' 
ror l'VLT}' M,lil1t' cili 7.t'I"\, 

Maine Laiv COlift fasclood 

191Ui n'lIl 11"90 11"91 rY91 11"91 11"9'1 11"9) IV'9I, 11"91 

(lVII. 
Worker's Camp, - - - - , 59 154 448 165 258 186 
Olher Civil - - - - ,315 321 408 615 383 345 

Tmill OVII IILlN(;S 328 339 414 416 374 475 856 780 641 531 
Worker's Compo Disposil ioll~ - - - - 61 81 280 205 224 199 
Other Civil Disposi tions 344 316 432 369 341 297 423 371 394 358 

WI,II ('IVIUl l, I'II" "liN' 344 316 432 369 402 378 703 576 618 557 

Criminal Filings 200 201 208 230 177 177 182 208 200 193 

Dilniel f~ \V.lthclt, 
Criminal Djs~sjt ions 198 201 186 200 169 166 186 156 )82 212 

(Iliff /lulif(', SU,'ff lllejllllici,rI [/JurI 1( 1)11. IIUN(;S 528 540 622 646 551 652 1,038 988 841 724 
roT,\1 IJI~ P()S tltON'i 542 517 618 569 571 544 889 732 800 769 



The Superior Court ~ 
The t lld 

of nscal )'C(lt' 

1997 broughl 
wilh illhe 
conclusion of 
RolilllCl A Cole's 
h·\,O )'t.'ilr term flS 

Chier Juslice of 
the'Superior 
COUI'I. Chief 
Juslicc Cole has 
'Served his 
collc,'lgucs tlnd 
the ent ire court 
system \''I' ilh 

distinction. During his term Justice Cok visi ted . 
ill! 16 counties. lIe wi ll be gl'cally mi55('(1 b)I the 
clerical Slarr, ba iliffs, and olhcrS'lhl'oughoul 
Ihe Sial.. c 

Justices Arthur Bn.'IUlilll , SUSill1 Cillkins, 
NaIK), Ivlil ls, und Leigh SnullC)1 i1SS1l111Cd r'csponsi~ 

. bilil)' for the single justice iJssignrncnt projcr! in 
Cumbcrl(lIld COLIllty. Due to the, reliJt ivcly small 
number of Superior COllrl Justices, the single 
justice assignment concept has not been expanded 
be}'ond Cumbcr\£l! ld COLlIll}I, I !m·..,cvcr, the project 
continues to be wel l received b}I judges, lawyCl"s, 
clerical slafr and litigants M\d the Superior Court 
continues 10 sc,ll"ch for bclkr WiI)'S to mimagc and 
contJ'OI the civil docket in thr other counties. 

The close of 1'1" 97 nwkccllhc cnd of Ihe 
Altemalivc Dispul. Rc~olul ion IIIDRl Pilol Projcrl, 
il l Aroostook, Androscoggin, Kenncbec, and 
Sugadahoc counties, The Musk!c Institute is 
ul1fl lyzi1l8 the data from the project !,nd during 
1'1"93. Ihe IIDR Plannin8 <1 ncllmpicmclllalioll 
COlllmittee hopes tu be (.lble to make some 
t'ccolnmclldaliolls 10.lhc Mdinl' Supreme Judici,,1 ' 
COlli'! l'cgnJ'ding il long tCl'm pliln for !\[)R in the 
Sllperior Courl. The t'sl(lul ishmcnl of 'j\DRES 
(Collrt Alternative Dispute'Resolution Services) hilS 
giv('l1lhe Superior Courllhe lIexi\Jilily 10 order 
some ca~s to altel'll8tive dispute rcsolution prior 
to Il"i'll. As (Osts (mel dela)' ilssociakd with 
litigation continue to i ncn~asc, it is ilpparent that 
ADR hilS becollle il morc siglliftcimt compollcnt or 
the cow'j process, 

The effieienl pl'ocessing of Ihe Superior 
Court ci.lsdoCid js dependent upon the hard work 
of the 16 justices, tI le AClive Reti red Justices, the 
·judicia l sccret'~ l"i ('s, li1 w derks. tll(, c1cricill Slilrr. 
, the court reporters illlcl .'111 or the other COurt 
pcrsOllnel who conil'iblftc their time illld !cllents. 
'n1(, dedica ted sCI'Vin' or these indivichmls is 
hereby iJcki1owlcdgcd. 

SlIllCl'iOl' COlll't ( ivil rllillgs 

c.'SC'l'Y I1C 19nn FY'89 fY'90 FY'91 J'Y'92 1'\"9} 1'1"94 1'Y'95 fY'9(, .1'\"976 

Damages 466 497 533 407 457 398 607 685 502 391 
Peoonal lnjury 1,310 1,465 1,353 1,285 1,195 1,217 1,143 1,144 1,164 1,181 
Contract 1,402 1,500 1,542 1,536 1,095 931 715 644 730 ,704 
URESA 454 439 377 408 284 252 343 456 101 64 

. DiVOfce 339 351 364 297 304 364 275 312 296 272 
Rule 808/80~ Appeal 243 235 302 290 301 264 ·371 364 312 293 
Appeal/lower Courl 483 501 753 1,166 1,380, 1,175 310 287 350 347 
Reol P'opedy Acl;oo 335 349 344 307 351 310 889 195 794 792 
Equiloblo Action 1,142 842 596 228 296 299 276 . 290 390 294 
Oliler 664 708 747 738 725 599 580 479 390 459 
CIVil TOTAL, 6,838 6,887 6,911 6,662 6,388 5,809 5,509 5,456 4,933 4,797 

• Civi1.filing~ were the lowest in (I decode, down 2,8% compared 10 FY'96, and 29.8% lower than in 1988, 

SUllCl'iol' (Olll't (ivi llJi'fJosiliolls 

TYI)('ofUJstlOslthm 1988 Fl"89 1'1"90 1'\"91 l'Y'n I'Y'9} H'94 FY'95 1:\119(, FY'97 

Defaull Judgmenl 
, 

110 129 20B 283 240 . ,28B 258 185 196 117 
Rule 41 lal 2,702 2,729 2,660 2,478 2,4B4 2,392 2,313 2,18' 2,097 2,034 
Rul.41 \bl 167 141 319 286 150 370 33Q 243 265 156 
Di~mi$$o 541 569 559 463 45 1 411 338 412 450 415 
Summary Judgment 172 165 294 ' 455 744 7,54 615 521 481 4B5 
Final Order 456 575 708 716 610 517 -570 427 413 430 
Divorce·Decroo 328 313 295. 302 290 232 164 198 257 233 
Appeal Su'~;ned 60 67 70 57 60 56 72 76 65 55 
Appeal Den;oo 161 164 217 216 197 190 228 .215 214 220 
Court Judgmenl 122 124 106 ' 103 • 196 14B 193 163 198 147 
Jury Verdict ' 221 202 187 183 113 128 192 151 159 202· 
Other 529 511 484 585 646 596 481 489 464 439 

TOTAL 5,569 5,689 6,10] 6,127 6,181 6,082 5,754 5,264 5,259 4,933 

• 41.2% 01 ci,;1 "se. d;,pased ;n FY'97 were w;~d,awn bv Ih. oiainlill under Rul. 411al , 

SlIlWriol' COlll't ( I'imino] filings 

Ci\1il'TYfl t' 1980 I'Y'09 H'90 1=\"91 FY'92 n"9) Fl"94 FY'9S FY'96 1'\"97 

Closs A 467 501 540 495 434 450 422 426 344 366 

. Clo>' B 959 1,191 1,216 1,183 1,161 924 ,. 901 928 872 936 
Cia» C 2,231 2,517 ~,030 2,893 2,747, 2,468 '2,541 2,295 2,271 2,247 
Cia» 0 . 2,467 2,677 2,98, 2,904 2,929 3,053 2,932 3,249 2,820 F 30 
CI,» E 1,098 1,173 1,31 4 1,465 1,386' 1,342 1,204 1,205 1,243 1,265 
nd. 29 2,836 2,625 3,099 2,736 2,669 2,740 2,701 2,427 2,601 2,530 
Olher ' 1,508 1,574 1,980 1,8 15 1,827 1,824 1,731 1,759 1,574 1,530 

CRIMINAL TOTAL, 11,566 12,258 14,166 13,491 13,153 12,801 12,432 12,289 11 ,725 11,424 
Icovnled by delendont) 

• Crimiflol filillg$ were the lowest In a decode, reoching a level similar 10 thol of 1988, 

SUI)~l'illl'(lJul't Cl'imlu"I IJisfJosilillllS 

Typc (If lJ lsllOSJllOIl 1988 , 1'\"89, 1'\"90 FY'91 J'Y'92 FY'?} FY'94 FY'95 1'\"96 FY'97. 

District CoorlBoil R6Yi~ 338 341 m 345 313 241 108 2Q3 Il7 III 
Di$lrid COOlt Boil of\[firmed 78 92 ' 112 127 96 87 86 71 61 54 
O;\IIl;,>ed by Coo,l 157 197 279 243 232 171 99 154 135 98 
~>m;'sed by OA R"~ 48101 2,717 3,UI3 3,1 29 ' 3,225 3m 3,269 2,932 2,673 2,9.50 2,464 
f;l.I Cow 149 201 19. 135 31. 419 43. 627 696 524 
P,obel;", Rc..l.,d . 50S 5.1 65. 664 7.50 740 , 100 78. 769 738 
Can.d.i - PI.> 5,m 6,315 7,03. ' 7,080 7,05. 6,623 6,556 5,863 6,.61 6,080 
CcwIyjcle<l - Jury Triol 379 383 359 339 ' 194 234 266 216' 273 258 
Can.d.i - Ju~ Wor.d T,;ol 104 107 99, 63 40 67 56 63 42 68 
Acqu itted - Jury Triol 144 163 166 176 166 137_ 146 165 136 110 
A{quiHoo - Jury Woive<! Triol .6 25 36 24 39 21 IS 11 I, IS 
Mil~ iol AI ,5 , 37 .28 ' 20 17 ;; 32 36. 28 
O1he, 573 592 : 681 748 740 670 72J 632 581 599 

TOTAL 11,655 10,703 13,192 13,197 11,185 12,696 12,365 · 11 ,494 12,3 11 11 ,191 . . 
• More thon half (54,3%) of rilO criminal coso dj~po5ed in fy'97 were 0$ 0 rC5ult of 0 guilty plea, 



The District Court 
Fi.~Cll l }'l'flt' 1997 Wd~ II period of srvrrcll imporl,1I1t Ch(11l8t!'l in thl' Distfict Courl.lI1d 

hcr,lld('d even morc.' in\t'rcsling changes to COlnC. Jill/yo RtJll(ll llillllm ,mel IIIIII!~ II I!/(:Il;r/lIl(/ 
'I'l'rr 'Ippoill\ed to fi ll \\ \'O I)('I \' l lld8('Shlp~ 'lpproyt'd b)1 Ill<' I.rgisldtun.' in its previolls' 
\elision, TI,lS tld(lt'd judg(' timr is <l1' I'OI('d 10 the growing c.lsdo,ld of (,hilt! protecliw ldM'S. 

The olllll1ittft, to Stud)' the Roll' of the Courts 111 Prole Ill1g Cll ildl't11 issued Its report .\l ld 
I'l' omnl<'nd.llions .1Ilt! moved into ,m impknwlltdlioll plhls(" whith i ndudl'~ impi"ovt'l1wnt 
of buill tIll' htilldlil18 of child protective (d\('S dllc! ~dH.'(llIl illg of Ihe dddihollill jl ldgc tinl(' 
drvoh'd to Ihi~ purpose, 

,\nother (11,11\8(' "',Pi Ihl' m('lamorpho~i~ of Iht' Mcliidtion , crvin' inlo Ill(' (0111'1 
1\lll'l'Ihlliw Dispute Rl'~o l ulion Srrvicl' (CADRES), On Ilw bril h ' tine! morl,u' :.klt:. H'e ~o ld 
hOlld .. ,mel brokl' ground for ncw courl hom('~ in Biddeford [mel Skowhcgfl1l, much llcrd('d 
impl'ovrmcnl'i in bOlh C(\~t'~, Fintlily. Ih(', Pro Sl' Divorcc T(,,1I11 produCl'd dne! di~ lribllll'd ,] 

prOrl')~iondll)' prociul('(1 inrol'nMtioll.:l1 vicieo 1'1pr, All our jlldg('" \\'/'r(' inilidll'd inlo til l' 
rumputl'r .lge' with thl' distribulion of laptop compull'rs, 

Our look into Ill(' (ultln' occurred \\'Iwil tht, (hk'r JU\titt' propo\t'd, Ihl' Ll'gi'iI.llu1"r 
t'tl,llh'd, ,mclllw Gov('rnor :,ignl'd Icgisl,ltioll w.'<lliIl8 d hunil)1 Division in Iht' District CO.lJrI 
riw emllion o( eighl ()IiC j\ 1 , _lIhlgl~ml'lll Orfit('r~ . • 1I1e1 'iUpport ... 1.1ff, will ,l(ld :'igil ificoln! 
ll1u o;;r1c.' 10 pron's~lng .Ind expediting fdlllil)'·n'ldl('d litig,ll ion, prim.II'II)' Ihtll which involws 
children, I hb is ,\1\ l' .... dling dl'velopment in how TIll' Dhtrirl (Olll I (olIlillul'\ to :,crvl' Ihl' 
olill'IlS Or't\'\dll1l' d.l il)·. whilt' dllgnil1g itsdr lor 11('11('1' .. nvkl' 11l111l' futu re'. 

S, Kirk Slutl \ lrup, 
f ll il1 JIIt/!)I', Hhlr;, 1 f fluI'I 

.... kul. ","/(,/1111' 
('"f/'"/IW. n"III(/ (illll/ 

lJisl ,.ift (oll l'l Cast'loa": (ases l'ilc" Ily rYJlC 
ClVIUhS[S 191111 1'1'11'1 11"'10 1'1"91 1,1"9/ 1"1"91 1'1" 14 11"95 1'I"'iII 
Dome~ lic;--- -- --
Divorce 7,377 7,395 7,320 7,207 7,139 7,037 6,966 7,018 6,639 
Protectioo from Abuse 3,430 3,682 3,978 ~ ,891 5,319 5,404 5,718 6,304 5,888 
Protective Custody 554 580 506 557 647 

, 
665 628 722 792 

Oth.r Fomi~ MoHer. 1.360 1,359 1,377 , 1,305 1,342 1,633 , 2,067 2,155 2,~40 

Domeslic: Sub Toiol 12,721 13,016 13,181 13,960 14M7 14,739 15,379 16,199 15,759 

Generol (iva 17,505 17,9~~ 19,896 19,987 17,936 15,997 14,328 13,868 13 ,~87 

Smoll Claim. 26,012 27,582 29,7~0 18,558 11 ,033 9,997 ' 10,071 10,274 9,772 
Protection From HoroHmenl 2,974 3,393 2,2 17 2,274 2,550 2,665 2,895 2,960 2,662 
Menial ~oo"h , 1,046 1,000 1,071 934 862 696 734 681 639 
CIVil: TOTAL 60,258 62,935 66,105 55,713 46,828 44,094 43,407 43,982 42,319 

- --
ClU!lI N,II.CASI:S I'IRII IYII'I IY911 1'1"91 11"9/ 11"91 11"14 11'95 1'1'% 

Juvenile 4,717 5,070 5,082 4,619 4,757 5,219 5,691 5,809 5,963 
Criminal A,B,C 4,036 5,255 5,520 5,522 4,756 3,705 3,B98 3,535 3,690 
Criminal D,E 30,~30 32,030 34,588 36,077 35,856 33,225 32,327 33,932 32,784 
Troffic ( riminal 67,5~8 70,911 68,373 57,591 45,972 35,699 ,35,104 37,706 . 37,694 

Criminal: Total 107,631 113,266 113,563 103,809 91,341 77,848 77,020 80,982 80,131 

11"')) 

6,693 
5,766 

834 
2,507 

15,800 

14,467 
10,1 13 
2;845 

625 
43,850 

-
11"'17 

7,661 
3,906 

35,212 
3B, I07 
84,886 

TOTA~ CIVil & CRIMINAL 167,889 176,201 179,668 159,522 138,169 121 ,942 120,427 124,964 122,450 128,736 

Civ, Vio./Trol~c Inl, 153,557 149,359 135,455 1~8,254 136,079 110,964 107,173 108,582 i08,060 126,943 

I (i R/INI)TOTAl 
~ 

321,557 325,560 315,123 307,776 274,248 232,906 , 227,600 233,546 230,510 255,679 
• Total cme filings in Di~tricl Court increased noor~ II CXcompored 10 FY'96 

• Domestic COse1 continued 10 delillll the n{llure 01 civil coM!lood. In 1988, less thon a quorter (21 %1 of civil cases were dome~1ic: in 
FY'97 mare than 0 third of civil coses {36%) were dome~t~c. 

• Small Claims filjng~, which were 43% of civilli lings in 198B, accounted for only 23%'in FY'97. 

• Juvenile cm.e fi linQ~ incrcosoo, although 0 si~nilicont pollion of the incremc rJiown on Ihis table resulted from ch~nge~ in dockcling 
procedures rother than on actual increase in juye"ilo offenses. 

, 



The Administrative Court 
Ajhni ni ,~ t mtiw fOll!'( C\S(~loilC l 

FQ'r' 
, FisCCl1 Y(,clio 

1997, Ihe 
central 
casdoad 'ror 
Ihe Aclminis­
ll'aliv(' Coul'l 

involved 

----:- 19Un 
Bureou ~ f Liquor E.nforccrlIcni 

Filings 279 
DisposilioO$ 281 ' 

Otlporlmcnt of Human SCfvice5 
, Filings I 2 

Di~posilionii 3 
All Oin" -F; I;ng, 2 
All OIher . Dispositions 2 
TOTAl -FIUNGS 283 
TOTAl -DISPOSIIIONS , 286 

IY89 

350 
344 

2 
3 
5 
3 

357 
350 

lyt}O 1191 I'Y91 1'Y9l 

348 418 m '328 
369 399 407 316 

3 3 I 3 
3 0 2 3 

""""6 2 II 5 
5 5 6 5 

357 423 454 336 
377 404 415 324 

m9 I'm ff9fr rr; 
342 352 296 339 
314 478 324 3)5 

4 0 • 13d 
2, • ' I 3' 127 
12 I. 4 22 
5 15 5 18 

358 366 304 495 
321 494 332 480 

Ildtllil1 istmlil'( Coltrt ltIl19(S: , 
Rol4llid 1/(1I1t([0;1/, JoyC( A. W/la/a 

Burrllu of Liquor Enrorccnicill peti tions (339 of 495 filings). "J11C docket also included t us,CS 
involving,vi1 riouS;ldminiSlrillivc (lg~nci('s. The incr('a~ in n1ings by [he Department of IIUll'l(l1l 
SCI'vice's I:csullrd from t' llilclmcnt of "jllvcnilc lobacco"lcgislalion, which gave the Administrati ve 

ourl jlJrisdict iotl over viol;JliollS related 10 lobacco usc by minors, 
130th judges or the Administrat ive Court 'expended (l majority or tl leir timc'I't1c1 I,aging. he.lring 

{,'nel disposing of' ri'lt11il)1 la\-v C(]scs 'rrolll both the District i.1 lld Sup('rior Courts in Cumbcrlul ld County, The cleric.11 sldff from the Administra ­
tive Court prqv idcd substilntid l.d,irectioll alld support. The judges heard Illillters on the full District Court docket on a regula r basis liS well. 

, «--~~~ ~-~~-
Rolan'cl BClludoin . ' . . 
CI,ief fudgc, Admi llistr(l ti vc Court 

New Courthouses Solve 
LongTen:n I)roblems in 
Skowhegan and 
Hiddcford 

Siglli flCc:U1 t progress was 
ilchicv(.'(1 ill rcplflCil'8 illildcqUfltc 
court fddlitics. Courthousr:~ in 
'Skowhegilll i:lIld Biddeford. long 
recognized as sonic of the, worst in 
ti ll' stale, \\'cre replaccd 'VI'i tl l I1CW 
buikJings in 1997, Finuncing \'\'tl5 
pl~ovidcd by ti le Maille Court 
F(ICilitics Au thority. 

III SkO\-\'hq~.IIl, construct ion of tl 11(.\'" . 

cOlll :thou s~' lit the corner of lligh imd Court 
$l r-ce1 5 beg"n ;n Ihe (., 11 or 1996_ The '13,000, 
squul'c foot ollc-slOlY brick building houses 
two court rooms, the clerk's orncc:six . 
confercilce rooms, i.Hld two ju~lgc's chbmbcl"s 

11' Biddcrord, grollnd brCilkil)g 
' ceremonies were held ill November, 1996. 
The 19,000 sqllil rc foot courthouse p'rovidcs 
thrcr courtrooms, three jlidgc's chi:lmbrrSt il 
district attorney's orncC', and conrcr(,J1cc rooms. 
Bolh COllrtho.ll SCS wcrc desigllcd by PDT ' 
Arcllitt:cts. As the year doscd, the ivlainc 
LCBisl(llure approved plnlls for a new 
District Court building ill Springv(l lc. 

photos hy Matt Spaulding, coultesy 01 POT Architects 

, . 
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Fiscal Report 

'111c Judiciill HrillKh OpCl'illt'S prim.lI'ily from stale general funds (}ppl'Oprialcd b}1 tile Jvldint: It'gisltllure. II also ,rccciv('S orne grants rrom 
public and pl'iva lc sources. With lht coopcrdlion of Ihe Governor dlll,1 Mt.linc's I.cgislillurr, the Judicial Branch scom.'d a budget \I<o,hich, dlthough 
modest in comparison with other si,lies. permit the Conlitllldtlon of Ilrt'(kd court s,rI'vicrs and il mrasurt'fl progr!lJn of improvement. 

Expenditure Summar), 

qb ofTnlal qb ofTolal lib ofTolal % ofTolal 
CATtGORV F\"94' in FY'94 FY'95 ill ~'Y'95 FY'96 in Fl"96 Fl"97 in FY'97 

Dislrid Courl $10745.760 34,3 SI 1377.714 344 11,261,557 33.1 II 539606 31.9 
Superior Court 7,352,531 23.5 7]37.291 23.4 7,814,666 23.0 7.986,137 22.1 
Indigenllegal Services 4,95 1,298 15.8 5,116,;58 15.5 4,866.949 14.3 5.859,888 16.2 
Supreme Judicial Caurl 2,426.910 7.8 2,391,765 7.2 2,497.030 7.3 2,485,249 6.9 
8drDiai)lu~!i~ QUil:e gf the CQ\J.fb-1 .• ill..SZJ 5 1A22,jJ.2-A.5 I 4~,B6il 4. "------l,lli,.M.3 39 
1Ha:re~ ' Moine Cood ECKililies 1.46J.563_ 41 1224.016 JZ IJlQ:iJ 52 53 1,822,543 5,2 

iotio 2 3,1l8 0~8 25~,O59 0.8 20231 0.6_ -1l],676 0.7 
Administrative Coud 305,337 1.0 323,638 1.0 298,891 0.9 288,924 0.8 
Court Automotion 569,298 1.8 727,994 2.2 884,146 2.6 1,565,661 4.3 
Siale Cou~ Ubrary 169,020 0.5 190,094 0.6 192,376 0.6 199,1 16 0.5 
Granls/Olher Alicealians 547,788 1.8 . 723,120 2.2 1,336,931 3.9 1,163,315 3.2 
Court Securi!): Administration 876,804 2.8 1,267,022 3.8 1,155,613 3.4 1.364,527 3.8 
~inled Special Advocale 106,300 0.3 105,064 0.3 77,889 0.2 112,689' 0.3 
Judicial R"poosibilil)< & Disobility 44,5 18 0.1 39,528 0. 1 36,439 0.1 35,339 0.1 
Other [)epadmenl Activities m05 02 96864 0.3 114 265 03 56 689 02 

't(fli\1 S3 I ,297,028 100.0 $33,073,160 100.0 $34,042,995 100.0 $36.217,222 100.0 
Other monies expended during FY'97 included dedicoted funds for the Augusto Mentel Hoellh Institute Mo)ler ogreemenl, 
Court Aulomolion , Worker's Compon~elion Stoff Anomey, ToOOcco Viololion revenue, Child Support Tille IV-O progrom Child Welfare Program, 
County Jail Opewlion Fund, g,ld 9,onls from tho 51010 Ju)lice tnstilute fOl Ihe Judicial ConfcrGnce, Video Alloignmenl Project, ond Mediation Study. 

IY97 Judici,,1 Bmnch Ilcvcl1ue COllcctions & I)isl~ihuti(lns 

Sourcr, 
1-'1I1CS(tl) I'ecs(h) TOTAl. 

Supreme Coud $0 S24,381 524,381 
Superior Court SI,859,622 SI,184,089 S3,043,71 1 
District Coud $10,897,784 52,271,587 $13,169,371 
Violations Bureau $10,543, 199 $327,791 SI0,870,990 
Adminislr(l live Court S106,424 51,749 $108,172 

" U Ml /AlI (UlIl't \ $23,407,028 $3,809,597 $27,216,625 

• Revenue colloc"on. reached on oll'"me high 01 $27,216,625. 
I 

D1~ I1UIlUTIONS: ;' ,ol'lolill 

General Fund ............................................... . 521,713,760 .. ..... . 79.8% H('wnllc (ollcsllnn:n ' '!1 rV97 

Traffic Solely Fund ID.Oll ..................... ... ... .. .... .. 5590,019 ........ .. 2.2'1. 
. Highwoy Fund ID.Ol) ....................... : ............ S2,022,082 ...... .... 7.4% 
Inland Fish & Wikllile ........... .. ...................... ....... 5665,740 .......... 2.4% 
Depl. of Public Sofely 11% 01 surcho,g. I .................. $142,823 ' .. ........ 0.5% 

fY'97 527,216,625 

fY'96 $24,083,458 

ME Em~oymenl Se.:u(ity Camm ................................ $6,985 ...... .. .. 0.0% 
Tobacco EnlOfcementlllHS & C,im JUlI. Acod.1 ......... $41,196 .......... 0.2'1. 
Municipalili" Ilocal Ordina",,,1 ......... .. ................. $122, I 30 ........ .. 0.4% 

fY'9S S23,096,271 

fY '94 522,319,627 

w..t. Scrvices ICounty/Joill .................................... $435,289 .......... 1.6% 
Viclims' Campensolian Fund ..... .. .. : .. ...... .. .... ..... ... $528,641 .......... 1.91. 
Court Technology 11 % 01 SUrch"9.1 ........................ $142,823 .......... 0.5% 
Courl Appl. Counsel Reimbursemenl ........ ........... .. S549,708 .......... 2.0% 

fY'93 S22,717,982 

fY'92 525,953,306 

Medialion Fund .................................................. 5251,832 .. ........ 0.91. fY '91 S26,162,612 
Colleclion Expense IPostage) ...................................... $3,596 .......... 0.0% 

TOTAl. ................ _ ................. _ .. _ ............................. : ... $27,216,625 .. ....... 100% 
lo) Fine revenue includes all civil ond (riminol fines, and Mchorge$ 
fbI fee reveol.l6 incluc!es civi lliling iee;s, mediotlOl1 lee~, Ironscripllf!e$, boil deloull1, interest incofOO and amounts paid by indig!?nt defendants. 

(Indigenl defendants may be found by tho courl to be ·porlially"' eligible, and ordered to pay a podion of their dcleme cosh.) 

• 86% of revenues collcdcd by the Judicial Branch were fines asses~ in criminal, tr:oHic and civil violation (05es . 

• The largest portion of tho revenue, nearly 80% is deposited into the Genoral Fund. 
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Mission 
To ndlllil'lislerjuslia 

by providillg all 

accrssible, efficielll alld 

ililpariial syslI,rl oj 
dispule resolUlioli Iilnl 

mves Iile public 

ill fer/51, proicCIS 

illdividual riglils, and 

illslills mpecl Jar 

' 1IIelaw, 

fiscal Yenr'97 CelSelo~d 

The MaineJudicial Branch 
r iscal Year f 997 

COl1fjgllr~tion of the Stnte Court System 
• Supreme Judiciol Court (L.1W Court): Appelat' Cou rt or Last Resort' 

• Sllpcrior COllrt: Court or General Jurisdiction, Trial COllrt 

• DiSlriCI Court: non-jury Trial Courl 
(eid/, (ljmitllrl, I'TO/((I;1'1' llfO(((ilillgs.j lll'milr( '''iffi( l'iO/llliolis. small clllims) 

I 
• Administrative Court: Court of Limited Jurisdiction fmJmiuisln,'i" (I'Y(IIrrflJ'/Nlils) 

' Nl1tllberof Judgeships 
• Supreme Judicial Court 

• Superior COlll't 

• Dist rict Court 

.. Administrative COLII'I 

i\uthorimll'ositiollS 

7. justi ces 

16 juslices 

27 judges 

2 judges 

I court IOCiltion 

17 court locat ions 

31 COli rt locations 

I ourt location 

There (Ire 52 judges und 320 starr positions in the Judicial Ilranch 

I'ilings , DiSI)()sllions 
"00""'" • Law Court 

• Superior COll rt 
• Disirici Courl , 
• Administrative Courl 
. Tolal (cu:e Filil1g~ 

724 
15,912 

255,679 
495 

272,810 

Stelte 

of 
Mnillc 
Court 

Lomtiolls 

t ' 

769 
16,059 
247.582 

480 

264,980 

LiVCflIlOfC ,."'--,--1:----::,- __ 1 
,., Poi. ____ j - 'ISI 

PlSOOAQU\.I 

C"'boo 

hIe 

D6!IJ 

• Oistlkl Couli locolions 

o Superior COUII lotOlioM 

.Dlllrki & Superior COllrl 
facili liel Cl lhis localion 

hi 

I~dilor: Sherry A Wilkins Dcsig
1
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