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SENATE 

PHILIP L. BARTLETT II, DISTRICT 6, CHAIR 

SCOTT W. COWGER, DISTRICT 21 

CAROL WESTON, DISTRICT 23 

JON C. CLARK, SENIOR ANALYST 

.KRISTEN GOTTLIEB, COMMITIEE CLERK 

STATE OF MAINE 

HOUSE 

LAWRENCE BLISS, SOUTH PORTLAND, CHAIR 

HERBERT ADAMS, PORTLAND 

PETER L, RINES, WISCASSET 

CHRISTOPHER W, BABBIDGE, KENNEBUNK 

JOHN R, BRAUTIGAM, FALMOUTH 

KENNETH C, FLETCHER, WINSLOW 

MAITLAND E. RICHARDSON, SKOWHEGAN 

PHILIP A. CURTIS; MADISON 

STACEY ALLEN FITTS, PITISFIELD 

EVERETT W. MCLEOD, SR., LEE 

ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE 

COMMITIEE ON UTILITIES AND ENERGY 

February 15, 2006 

The Honorable Beth Edmonds, President of the Senate 
The Honorable John Richardson, Speaker of the House 
122nd Legislature 
State House 
Augusta, ME 04330 

Dear Madam President and Mr. Speaker: 

Pur~uant to Title 3 Maine Re\;ised Statutes, chapter 35, we are pleased to submit the' findings of 
the Joint Standing 'Committee 'on Utilities and Energy from its review and evaluation ofthe 
Office' of the Public Advocate under the Government Evaluation Act.' The co~ittee found that 

. the Office of the PubliCAdvocate IS operating within its statutory authority, 

Sincerely, 

'~~2/' /'1'h~' ~ --.--
/./ . ..--~ 

V" /1' _';------. 

Senator hili ( ,Bartlett II 
Senate Chair 

cc: Steven Ward, Public Advocate 

....... -.'\ 

. ./..., \ 
.. ,... .I J 

~~ Re~sentative Lawrence Bliss 
House Chair 

Patrick Norton, Director, Office of Policy and Legal Analysis 

G:\COMMITTEES\UTE\GEA REVIEWS\OPA 2005-2006\cover Itr to speaker and president.doc(3110/2006 6:35:00 PM) 

100 STATE HOUSE STATION, AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333-0100 TELEPHONE 207-287-4143 



SENATE 

PHILIP L. BARTLETT II, DISTRICT 6, CHAIR 

SCOTT W. COWGER, DISTRICT 21 

CAROL WESTON, DISTRICT 23 

JON C. CLARK, SENIOR ANALYST 

KRISTEN GOTTLIEB, COMMITTEE CLERK 

STATE OF MAINE 

ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE 

COMMITIEE ON UTILITIES AND ENERGY 

February 15, 2006 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

The Honorable John Richardson, Chair 
The Honorable Beth Edmonds, Vice-Chair 
Legislative Council 

Senator Philip L. Bartlett n, Senate Chair , 
Representative Lawrence Bliss, House Chair 
Joint Standing-Committee on Utilities and Energy 

GEA Review ofthe Office of the Public Advocate 

HOUSE 

LAWRENCE BLISS, SOUTH PORTLAND, CHAIR 

HERBERT ADAMS, PORTLAND 

PETER L. RINES, WISCASSET 

CHRISTOPHER W, BABBIDGE, KENNEBUNK 

JOHN R. BRAUTIGAM, FALMOUTH 

KENNETH C. FLETCHER, WINSLOW 

MAITLAND E. RICHARDSON, SKOWHEGAN 

PHILIP A. CURTIS, MADISON 

STACEY ALLEN FITTS, PITTSFIELD 

EVERETTW. MCLEOD, SR., LEE 

This is inform you that the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy has submitted to 
the Legislature its findings and recommendations from its review and evaluation of the Office of 
the Public Advocate under the Government Evaluation Act pursuant to Title 3 Maine Revised 
Statutes, chapter 35. The committee finds that the Office of the Public Advocate is operating 
within its statutory authority. 

cc: Steven Ward, Public Advocate 
David Boulter, Executive Director, Legislative Council 
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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
UTILITIES AND ENERGY 

Review of Office of the Public Advocate 
under the Government Evaluation Act 

15 February 2006 

The Government Evaluation Act 

The Government Evaluation Act ("Act") pn;)vides for a system of periodic review of the efficacy 
and performance of state government agencies. (3 MRSA § 951 et seq.) The keystone of the Act 
is the agency program evaluation report that consists of a number of components required by the 
statute. Essentially, the report is an agency self-assessment, which the committee of jurisdiction 
uses as a starting point for its evaluation of the agency's effectiveness, efficiency and 
performance. 

Review Process 

On April 28, 2005, the chairs of the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy, on behalf 
of the committee, sent notice to the Public Advocate of the committee's intent to review the 
Office of the Public Advocate (OPA) pursuant to 3 MRSA §955(1) during the Second Regular 
Session of the 122nd Legislature. 

On November 8, 2005, the OPA submitted its GEA report in compliance with 3 MRSA §956 and 
on January 24, 2006, Steve Ward, the Public Advocate, presented the GEA report to the 
committee. 

On February 2, 2006, the committee held a work session on the report and discussed various 
matters, including the OP A budget, performance obj ectives, the measurement of the OP A's 
effectiveness and the scope of the role of the OPA. The committee requested further information 
and scheduled a 2nd work session. 

The committee held a 2nd work session on February 28, 2006 during which it further discussed 
certain matters related to the OP A, including a request by Public Advocate that the committee 
consider increasing certain salaries within the office. 

Findings and Recommendations 

The duties and responsibilities of the Public Advocate are to represent the using and consuming 
public in matters within the jurisdiction of the Public Utilities Commission. The Joint Standing 
Committee on Utilities and Energy finds that the Office of the Public Advocate is operating 
within its statutory authority and that it is doing so efficiently and effectively. 
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