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JOHN E. BALDACCI 

GOVERNOR 

February 12, 2003 

$enator John L. Martin, Co-Chair 
Representative Theodore Koffman, Co-Chair 
Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources 
121 st Maine State Legislature 
Sate House Room 437 
Augusta, Maine 04333 

Reference: Report on Toxics Reduction Goals 

BROOKE E. BARNES 

ACTING COMMISSIONER 

Dear Senator Martin, Representative Koffman and Members of the Committee: 

Pursuant to the State of Maine's Toxics Reduction Law, Title 38 § 2303(5), the following 
report contains information on the status of Toxics Reduction Goals reported to the 
department and a variety of additional toxics information other programs collect and 
review. 

Overall, the data reflects a commitment of facilities to achieve further reductions 
consistent with statewide goals guidelines set at 40% for 2002. We achieved in 2002 
per category: 59% reduction in Toxic Release, 49% reduction in Hazardous Waste 
Generation, and 33% reduction in Toxic Use. Overall, the data shows a continual 
reduction trend over time. 

The Toxics and Hazardous Waste Reduction Program staff would welcome an 
opportunity to meet and discuss the findings of this report with you. 

Sincerely, 

Brooke E. Barnes 
Acting· Commissioner 





GOALS REPORT & EVALUATION 
. TOXICS REDUCTION LAW 

Introduction 

This report is required by the state's Toxics Reduction Law, Title 38 § 2303 (5) This provision 
calls for: 1) an evaluation of statewide goals; 2) an evaluation of the adequacy of facility goals 
and on facility progress towards those goals; and 3) summaries of other related toxics and 
hazardous waste information the Department collects which is not subject to this law. 

Background 

The statutory provisions established the following statewide goals for facilities to use as 
guidelines: reduce amount of toxics used 40 % by January 1, 2002; reduce amount of toxics 
released 40% by January 1, 2002; reduce amount of hazardous waste generated 40% by January 
1, 2002 (note: The baseline year the reduction is compared to varies in each category. It is 1990 
for Toxic Use, the average of 1990/1991 for Toxic Release and the average of 1987/1989 for 
hazardous waste generated.) 

Findings 

1. Evaluation of Toxic Use Reduction. The statewide toxic use reduction achieved as of July 
1, 2002, is 33%. Total volume reduced to date is 295,637,993 pounds. Although the 33% 
reduction does not keep pace with the statewide goal of 40%, it does represent continual 
improvement and it is clear .that regulated facilities are seeking to make additional reductions 
as technologies and new non-toxic products become available. The department is 
encouraging improved operation and maintenance of closed-loop systems, such as 
refrigeration which uses ammonia, and a continued focus on seeking alternative products or 
processes as they become available. 

2. Evaluation of Toxic Release Reduction. The statewide toxic release reduction achieved as 
of July.1, 2002, is 59%. Total volume reduced to date is 8,144,889 pounds. The 59% 
reduction is well above the statewide goal of 40%. Because these represent direct releases to 
the environment via the air, water or land, the department continues to put a high priority on 
this category. 

3. Evaluation of Hazardous Waste Reduction. The statewide hazardous waste reduction 
achieved as of July 1, 2002, is 49%. Total volume reduced to date is 7 ,680,094. While the 
49% reduction is above the 40% statewide goal, the department believes more can be done in 
certain areas and is focussing educating facilities and demonstrating new cleaning and · 
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painting equipment and methods as these activities represent a major portion of the 
hazardous waste stream. 

As required by the Taxies Reduction Law, complete report data for 397 facilities, including goals 
· and progress to date, are attached (attachments A.l - A.3). The facilities also signed off on their 

progress reports that a pollution prevention plan was complete and available on site for 
department review. These reports, plus additional information on the Taxies Reduction Law, is 
available on the web at www.state.me.us/dep/oia!toxics/ 

4. Adequacy of Goals set by facilities. The small to mid-size facilities are generally setting 
aggressive goals in the 50-80% range for Toxic Release and Hazardous Waste. The larger 
facilities, many of which have already achieved major reductions, appear to be setting more 
modest goals, in the range of the statewide goals, and are achieving or surpassing their 
targets. The Toxic Use category facilities are not choosing aggressive goals and remain 
static. The lower goal setting in the Use category seems to be a result of a finite number of 
available technologies related to these industries. For example sulfuric acid used in batteries and 
ammonia used in refrigeration do not have commercially available low toxic substitutes. The lack 
of readily available technologies for many of the Use chemicals is the challenge in this category. 
What DEP has been able to achieve with the Use categories is to influence facilities to 
incorporate improved operation and maintenance of systems to reduce the potential for releases 
of the toxic use chemical into the environment and thereby lower the amounts used. 

In summary, there is evidence of continual progress in all three categories. The Toxic Use 
category is challenging and will require new technologies in some cases to make further 
reduction progress. Goals are being taken seriously and thoughtfully at facilities and, given the . 
results noted above, seem to be working well. Recognizing that the ""low hanging fruit" may 
have been picked in the early part of the program with application of basic waste reduction 
techniques, the department is now focussing on technology and work process improvements to 
help reduce toxic use in Maine. 
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5. Additional Information. The following is a summary of information on the use and release of 
toxics which the Department collects and maintains data for informational, planning or regulatory 
programs within specific DEP bureaus, but which is not subject to the provisions of Title 38 § 
2303 (5). 

A. Air Toxics 

1. Chapter 137 EMISSIONS STATEMENTS: establishes the requirements for reporting 
"toxic compounds" from stationary sources of air pollution. It applies to those sources 
that either use, process, manufacture, or emit any compound at or above the thresholds 
listed in Chapter 137 Emission Standards, or where actual emissions are known. Data is 
attained from point sources including stacks and vents. The following are program 
highlights: 

Regulated Community: 

Regulated Compounds: 

Reported Compounds in Maine: 

Reporting Threshold: 

143 facilities. 

217 compounds includes 
approximately 20 Toxic Release 
Inventory (TRI) compounds and 188 
compounds on the Hazardous Air 
Pollutants (HAPs) list plus a few other 
chemicals such as the total reduced 
sulfur compounds (methyl mercaptan, 
hydrogen sulfide.). 

81 of the 217 compounds. 

2000 pounds for most compounds (this 
is lower than the federal Toxic Release 
Inventory threshold). Carcinogens 
must be reported above 200 pounds. A 
few other compounds have lower 
reporting thresholds due to associated 
.health risks. 

2. MACT (Maximum Achievable Control Technology) standards are federal regulations 
under Title III of the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990. As the name implies, these 
regulations are technology-based, and will lead to reductions in the emissions of 188 
Hazardous Air Pollutants (HAPs) by requiring improved air pollution control equipment 
and techniques on a wide variety of industrial and commercial sources of air pollution. 

There are a total of 174 industrial and commercial source categories that are currently, or 
are scheduled to be, regulated with new MACT standards. All the MACT standards are 
to be completed by August 13, 2005, except for the Coal and oil fired Electric Utility 

. Steam Generating Units source category. 

Most MACT standards apply only to "major" sources of hazardous air pollutants, which 
are facilities that have the potential to emit above 10 tons per year (tpy) of a single HAP 
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