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On April 18, 1975, the State Legislature passed a study order 

(H.P. 1499) to "review .... the procedures, regulations and statutes 

governing the issuance of liquor licenses and the qualifications 

of liquor licensees ... " The study was assigned to the Joint 

Standing Committee on Liquor Control which vIas directed to "report 

its findings together with any proposed recommendations and 

neccss3ry implementing legislation to the next special or regular 

session of the Legislature." 

The Committee on Liquor Control broadened the scope of the study 

to include an evaluation of all the liquor laws which are complicated 

and in some cases, cumbersome to apply. The Committee has undertaken 

a conprehensive analysis of the liquor statutes and has p~oposed a 

general revision of the statutes. 

In brief, the Joint Standing Co~~ittee on Liquor Control 

arrived at the following conclusions: 

1. The dclinc(ltion of the pmvers 2nd duties of the St[lte 

Liquor CO[lI,niss ion, the Bureau of Alcoho lic Beverages, 

and the Bureau of Liquor Enforcement are vague 20d 

confusing. 

2. There are a large D1.1mOer of different types of licens2s 

with cost differentials that do not apply equitably to 

licensees "l.vith the SCilie type of license. 

3. There are too ~any local option and Sunday Sale questions 

~"hich are very co:-:-.?licated and confusiDg. 
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4. The liquor statutes are incomprehensible, confusing 

or inequitable in regard to the hours of sale, criteria 

for granting licenses and regulation of licencees. 

ANALYSIS OF THE COMMITTEE REVISION OF THE LIQUOR LAWS 

Sect jon 1 of the proposed legislation pertains to the section 

on definitions in Title 28 (28 MRSA ~ 2). The revision reorganizes 

the section and lists all licensed premises in one sub-section to 
\ 

facilitate the amending process and to reduce confusion. None of 

the definitions have been changed except the one pertaining to 

municipal auditoriums, which has been reclassified as a civic auditor-

ium. The new definition includes both municipal and county owned 

auditoriums as licensed premises. 

Section 2 of the revision pertains to the section on the hours 

of sale of alcoholic beverages (28 MRSA § 4). The draft synthesizes 

and greatly reduces the present statute without significantly changing 

the Statute. The revision, modifies the hours of sale to include 

bottle clubs under the provision and permits the sale of alcoholic 

beverages on Sunday to 1:00 A. M. on Monday morning. 

Section 3 of the revision reorganizes Chapter 3'of Title 28 

which pertains to the administration of the Liquor laws. The Joint 

Standing Committee on Liquor Control discovered that the State . 
Liquor Commission was confused about its powers and duties and the 

relationship of the Director of the Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages 

to the Commission. 
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The revision does not change the meaning or intent of the law, 

but clarifies it. The State Liquor Commission is responsible for 

developing policy, and rules and regulations for the operation of_ 

the Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages. The Director of the Bureau of 

Alcoholic Beverages implements the policies of the Commission. 

Most of the duties of the Liquor Commission and the Director of 

Alcoholic Beverages have not been altered, but have been reorganized. 

Section 4 of the bill proposes a comprehensive revision of the 

local option and the Sunday Sale Questions. One basic change removes 

the several types of licensed establishments from the local option/ 

Sunday Sale questions. The questions focus upon the specific types 

of Alcoholic beverages that can be sold, e.g. - spiritous and vinous 

or malt beverages. 

A second major change places the responsibility on the local 

communities for holding the elections in regard to the questions 

pertaining to the sale of alcoholic beverages. lhe local communities 

will hold the elections upon receiving a petition from 15 per cent of 

the resident voters 120 days prior to the holding of the municipal 

or town meeting. The local community will report the results of the 

vote to the Secretary of State and to the State Liquor Commission. 

~ 

Section 5 of the Committee Revision repeals the last 3 paragraphs 

of section 102 of Title 128. The last 3 paragraphs of ~ 102 are 

covered by the local option/ Sunday Sale questiorisin the present law 

and in the Committee revision, and are, therefore, redundant. 
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Section 6 of the Committee revision changes the percentage of 

voters required by law (~ 103) to call for an election in regard to 

local option/ Sunday sale questions in unincorporated places. 

The present law require that 20 per cent of the voters petition .. 

the local officials in an unincorporated place and that 15 per cent 

of the voters petition local officials in a municipality in order to 

call an election for local option/ Sunday sale questions. The 

Committee revision establishes a uniform percentage of 15 per cent 

for all communities. 

Sections 7, 8, 9, 10 of the Committee Revision amend ~ 153 of 

Title 28 in order to maintain continuity and to provide greater control 

The present provision in! over the creation of special agency stores. 

~ 153 establishes the Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages as a co-equal 

authority to the State Liquor Commission in contradiction to Chapter 

3 of Title 28. The revision restores the State Liquor Commission 

as the policy authority. 

The revision limits the creation of s~ecial agency stores to 

communities with a population of 7,500 persons or less as a means of 

providi~g retail services to small rural communities. In addition, 

only 1 special agency store may be established in anyone community. 

The revision further prohibits the State Liquor Commission from 

closing State retail liquor stores and replacing them with special 

agency stores, unless the state retail liquor store is incurring a 

deficit. 

I 
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Sections 15, 16, 17 and 18 of the draft change the procedure 

for the application for a license renewal. In addition provision 

is made to extend part time liquor licenses upon the request of 

licensees on a bi-monthly basis, but not in excess of 6 months. 

Application for renewal of licenses will be made directly to the 

State Liquor Commission which will review the application prior to 

renewal. Any applicant or any municipality which disagrees with 

the decision of the State Liquor Commission may appeal the decision 

'to the Administrative Court. 

Section 19 prohibits a bottle club from operating within 300 

feet of a public or private school, church, etc. This provision 

presently applies to all licensed establishments. 

Section 20 of the Committees' revised legislation prohibits 

minors (under the age of 18 years) from consuming alcoholic 

beverages on the premises of a bottle club. This provision is 

added to the present statute 28 MRSA 5 303 which prohibits minors 

from purchasing or consuming alcoholic beverages on any licensed 

premlse. 

Section 21 of the Liquor Control Committee's revision eliminates 

a discriminatory provision that permitted Class A Restaurant and hotel 

licensees to offer special package plans and price premiums, but 

denied other licensees of on-sale premises from offering special 

package plans, etc. The new provision permits all on-sale premise 

licensees to offer Special Package plans. 
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Section 22 of the revised legislation repeals subchapter II 
~ 

of Title 28 which pertains to licensing apple cider producers/ 

processors. The State Liauor Commi~sion has never licensed apnle 

cider .Eroducers/Drocessors and the provision is antiquated compared 

to present laws. 

Section 23 of the Committee revision, proposes to repeal the 

prese~t license and fee structure and replace it with a uniform 

system. Presently, there are roughly 40 different licenses, and 

the fees'for the same type of license vary from one establishment 

to another. The Committee proposal establishes 7 licenses, and 

the fee is the same for every licensee holding the same type of 

license. The intent of this provision is to apply the rate schedule 

equitably to all ·licensees and to reduce the complexity and confus­

ion of the present license fee system . 

. 
Section 24 of the revision describes the type of licenses 

and the types of licensed establishments that may be licensed under 

each particular license. 

Sections 25 and 26 of the CO@ffiittee revision extend to bottle 

clubs present provisions concerning additional licenses and 

admission fees that apply to on-sale prernisesa Bottle Club 

licensees must obtain an amus~ent permit from the State Liquor 

Commission. 

Section 27 of the revision defines the phrase licompatible 

mercJ:1andise." Since there is no definition of the phrase in 

.the present statutes, the State Liquor Commission must make an 

. arbitrary definition with no legal basis for the definition. 
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Section 28 of the Liquor Control Committee's proposal repeals 

a provision in § 752 of Title 28 that prohibits a bar on the premises 

of a licensed establishment where malt liquor is consumed~ except 

in taverns. The provision has never been enforced. If it were 

strictly enforced every licensed on-sale premise, except taverns, would 

have to be closed until all bars were removed. 

Section 29 of the Liquor Control Committee's bill proposal 

more clearly requires the initial license of a licensed establishment 

to be approved by the municipality in which it is located. 

Section 30 of the revision repeals the provision that municipal 

auditoriums must notify the State Liquor Commission at least 24 hours 

in advance of a function in order for alcoholic beverages to be 

served at the function. The State Liquor Commission cannot prohibit 

the sale of alcoholic beverages at municipal auditoriums and the 

State Liquor Commission does not police such functions. Notice is 

also sent to the Bureau of Liquor Enforcement. 

Section 31 of the revision pertains to incorporated civic 

organizations. Presently incorporated civic organizations may 

~btain a license to serve alcoholic beverages for" one event per year. 

The revision defines one event to Dean an affair that does not 

exceed! 3 days. 

Sections 32 and 33 of the revision pertain to Indoor Skating 

rinks and indoor tennis clubs. Section 30 amends the provisional 

clause to allow these establishments to sell and serve malt liquor 

on the premises. Presently indoor skating rinks and indoor tennis 

clubs do not have statutory 2uthority to sell malt beverages. 

~hD ~nnl;r~rinn ~rovision by changing the reporting 
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date from January 1, 1977 to 90 days following the adjournment 

of the l08th Legislature in 1977. The Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages 

is required by the present law to present a report to the Legislature 

by January 1, 1977, and the effective date of the present law is also 

by January 1, 1977 .. By moving the effective date to 90 days 

following the' adj ourninent of the l08th Legis lature, the Legis lature 

will be able to consider the report from the Bureau of Alcoholic 

Beverages and indoor skating rinks and indoor-tennis clubs will not 

lose the liquor licenses until the effective date of legislation 

passed in 1977. 

Section 34 of the Liquor Control Committee's revision amends 

section 1'059 of Title 28 pertaining to the penalty for providing 

liquor to incarcerated persons. The present provision provides a 

lesser penalty for violating the law than the provision pertaining 

to the sale of alcoholic beverages to minors. The revision increases 

.the penalty of the former to make it the same as the latter. 

Section 35 of the revision raises 

cards from $1.00 to $3.00 to cover the 

cards. 

the cost of adult identificatior 

full cost of issuing the 

Section 36 of the revision provides for the erection of a 

guid~post on the Maine Turnpike to inform travellers journeying 

south~~rd on the Turnpike in regard to the exit to the State 

Retail Liquor Store at Kittery . The intent of this provision 

. is to inform Maine people "{.;rho may not know which exit leads t'o 

the State Liquor store and to attract more of the tourist trade 

from the Portsmouth Liquor Store to the Kittery Store. 



FIRST SPECIAL SESSION §tatr of :fJ1}ttthtr.' 
\, 

In the Year of our Lord, Nineteen Hundred seventy-six. 

An Art To Revise the Liquor Laws of 14aine. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. 1. 28 MRSA §2, as l2st amended bv PL 1975, c.54£;, §lJ 

10 repec1cd and t~r ¥D11owi~S eractcd in ~lece ~here~f: 

j 2. Definitions 

The following words and phrases, unless the context clearly 

indicates otherwise, shall have the following meanings when used 

in any statute or law relating to intoxicating liquor. 

1. Alcohol. "Alcohol" shall mean that substance known as 

i< __ ethyl alcohol, hydrated oxide of ethyl or spirit of wine 

\---which is commonly produced by the fermentation or distilla­

t---tion of grain, starch, molasses, sugar, potatoes or other 

<----substances including all dilutions and mixtures of these 

:(-- ,substances. 

2. Bureau. "Bureau" shall mean the Bureau of Alcohol ic 

~---aeverages within the Department of Finance and Administration. 

~ 
~. Catering. "Catering" shall mean service of liquor 

--'1ith or without food by clubs, having the catering privi­

~ege. to groups of nonmembers at a prearranged function. 

4. Commission. "Commission" shall mean the State Liquor 

1<-- !=ommission. 

S. Corporation. "Corporation" shall mean a corporation 

r--organized and 

k -or authorized 

incorporated under the laws of this State 

to transact business within this State. 



,,.,/5 6. "Intoxicatin uor" shall have the same meanin as 

the word "1 iquor .;" 

,-,-", "'A';'- ,- --'/7. Licensee. "Licensee" shall mean the person to whom a 

license of any kind is issued by the commission. 

c\" '" ,'- ---> B. Licensed establishments. "Licensed establishments" 

-shall mean premises licensed to sell spirituous, vinous or 

malt beverages for consumption on or off the licensed 

p'remises as defined in this section. Licensed establish­

ments shall consist of the following defined premise?~ 

A. Airline. "Airline" shall mean any person operatin.!L 

regularly scheduled intrastate or interstate passenger 

air transportation. 

B. Bottle Club. "Bottle lub" shall mean any person operating a 

premise for social and recreational activities and 

in which members or guests provide their own alcoholic 

beverages, and where no alcoholic beverages are ~~ld 

on the premises. To qualify for a license or renewal 

thereof under this Title, a bottle club shall maintain 

a suitable club house, hall or quarters for the use 

pf members and guests, charge and collect annual dues 

from its members on a regUlar basis in conformance 

with its bylaws or charge an admission fee to 

members or to the general public and conform to the 

rules and regulations of the State Liquor Commission. 

A' d' • f. Civic >' u ltorlum. "Civic auditorium" shall mean 

-a municipal or county owned and operated auditorium 

or civic center. 

D. Club. "Club" shall mean any reputable grouE of 

individuals incorporated and operating in a bona fide 

manner solely for objects of recreational, social, 

patriotic or fraternal nature and not for pecuniary 

gain. To qualify for license or any renewal thereof 



under this Title a club shall, for at least one year 

immediately preceeding applic~~ion therefor, have 

geen in contim~~~s_()peration and existence, regularly 

occupied as owner or lessee a suitable clubhouse or 

quarters for use of members, held regular meetings, 

conducted its business through officers regularly 

elected, and charged and collected dues from elected 

members, except that any veterans' organization in the State 
having a charter from a national veterans' o~anization 
shall De exempted from the one -year requirem~:::.!rl. 

provided it has been established for not less than 3 

months. 

(1) Club member. "Club member" shall mean a 

person who, whether as a charter member or od-

mit ted in accordance with the bylaws of the club, 

has become a bona fide member ond who maintains 

membership in good standing by payment of dues 

in a bona fide manner in accordance with bylaws 

and whose name and address is entered on the 

list of members, and no person who does not 

have full club privileges shall be considered 

a bona ~ide member. 

E. Dining cars. "Dining cars" and "cars supplying food" 

shall mean and include cars in which food is prepared Rnd 

served and also other cars, for accommodations in which an 

extra charge is made, in which food is served from a dining 

car or from a car supplying food in the same train. 

F. Hotel. "Hotel" shall mean any reputable place operated 

by responsible persons of good repu!a_t~oI1' ~~ere the public: 

for a consideration obtains sleeping accommodations anq 

where meals may be served, whether or not under one roof.· 

At least 10% of the total volume of business shall be from 

the sale of food. Each hotel shall be equipped with at 



least 14 adequate sleeping rooms when it is located in a 

municipality of 3,000 or less, 20 such sleeping rooms when 

located in a municipality having population of from 3,000 

to 7,500 and 30 such sleeping rooms when located in munici­

palities having more than 7,500 population. All such rooms 

shall be in addition to rooms used by the owner or his 

employees. Increase in population as shown by the 1960 and 

any subsequent Federal Census shall not affect the eligibility 

for license of premises licensed prior to any such census. 
~C'ell... ~ 
~;Y- *--No group of buildings which is reasonably classified 
..--" 

as overnight camps shall qualify as a hotel. 

-----~ -f;.~-'X(!!3'::-'- ~ hotel shall be deemed to be serving meals when it 
(J,t-~ ...... ~ 

~ provides on the premises a public din~roo~~rooms. 

open and serving food during the morning, afternoon ani 

evening, and a separate kitchen in which food is regularly 

preparearor the public. The commission is specifically 

authorized to make such rules and regulations as they deem 

necessary to carry out this section. 

~ Nothing in this subsection shall be held to prevent 
"., 

the commission from issuing part-time licenses to bona fide 

part-time hotels. The above requirements with respect to 

number of rooms shall not apply to premises licensed on 

August 13, 1947; nor shall the above requirements 'Xii!l 

respect to 14 adequate sleeping rooms apply_to premises 

licensed during 1969. 

(1) Hotel guest. "Hotel guest" shall mean a person 

who.se name and address is registere.d .on the registry 

~aintained by the hotel and who is the bona fide 

occupant of a room of the hotel. A person registe~= 

ing solely for the purpose of obtaining liquor is not 

deemed a hotel guest. 

G. Incorporated civic organization. "Incorporated civic 

organization" means any charitable or nonprofit civic 

organization incorporated as a corporation without stock 

under Title 13, chapter 81. 



H. Indoor ice skating club. "Indoor ice skating club" 

shall mean any commercially operated indoor facility of­

fering ice skating facilities to the general public, which 

charges a fee and which has adequate facilities for the 

sale and consumption of alcoholic beverages. 

,1. Indoor tennis club. "Indoor tennis club" shall mean 

any commercially operated indoor facility with 4 or more 

tennis courts which is open to the general public, which 

charges a fee and which has adequate facilities for the 

sale and consumption of alcoholic beverages. 

J. Restaurant. "Restaurant" shall mean a reputable place 

operated by responsible persons of good reputation and 

habitually and regularly used for the purpose of providing 

food for the public, and provided with adequate and sanitary 

kitchen and dining room equipment and capacity for prepar­

ing and serving suitable food for the public. In the case 

of both full-time and part-time licenses at least 10% 

of the total volume of business shall be sale of food. In 

no case shall the commission renew any license for the sale 

of malt or vinous liquor unless they are furnished with 

proof that the previous year's business conformed to the 

income provision of this subsection. The income provision 

of this subsection shall not apply to the bowling business 

conducted in bowling alleys, so called. The commission is 

specifically authorized to make such rules and regulations 

as they deem necessary for carrying out this subsection. 

K. Class A restaurant. "Class A restaurant" shall mean a 

reputable place operated by responsible persons of good 

reputation which is properly equipped and which prepares 

and serves full course meals. In municipalities havi~ 

population of above 50,000 persons, year-round Class A 

restaurants must do a minimum of $50,000 per year in sale 

- h--



and service of food to the public on their premises. In 

municipalities having a population of above 50.000 persons. 

part-time licensees must do a minimum of $30,000 business in 

sale or service of food to the public on their premises as 

a requirement for a part-time license not in excess of 6 

consecutive months and $20,000 business in sale or service 

of food to the public on their premises as a requirement 

for a part-time license not in excess of 3 consecutive 

months. In municipalities having a popUlation of 30,001 to 

50,000 persons, year-round class A restaurants must do a 

minimum of $40,000 per year in sale and service of food to 

the public on their premises. In municipalities having a 

population of 30,001 to 50,000 persons, part-time licensees 

must do a minimum of $25,000 business in sale or service of 

food to the public on their premises as a requirement for a 

part-time license not in excess of 6 consecutive months and 

$20,000 in sale or service of food to the public on their 

premises as a requirement for a part-time license not in 

excess of 3 consecutive months. In municipalities having 

a population of 20,001 to 30,000 persons, year-round Class A 

restaurants must do a minimum of $30,000 per year in sale 

and service of food to the public on their premises an~ 

part-time licensees must do a minimum of $20,000 business 

in sale and service of food to the public on their premise~ 

as a requirement for a part-time license not in excess 

of 6 consecutive months. In municipalities having a popula-

tion of 20.000 pey;sons or less~ :rear-round class A restuurants 

must do a minimum of $20,000 per year in sale and service of -
food to the public on their Eremises l and part-time licensees 

must do a minimum of ~15.000 business in sale or service of 

food to the public on their premises as a requirement for 

a part-time license not in excess of 6 consecutive months. 

If the judg-ment of the commission is that the applicant 
= 

would probably qualify, then a license shall be issued. In 

no case shall the commission renew any license for the sale 



of liquor under this subsection unless they are furnished 

with proof that the previous year's business conformed to 

the income provisions of~~his subsection. The commission is 

specifically authorized to make such rules and regulations 

as they deem necessary for carrying out this subsection. 

L. Retailer. "Retailer" shall mean and include persons 

licensed by the commission to engage in the purchase and 

resale of malt or brewed beverages or wines, or both, in 

the original container as purchased from a ~licen~ 

wholesaler to be resold for consumption off ~e premises only. 

}it Tavern. "Tavern" shall mean a reputable place operated 

~y responsible persons where no food is sold, other than 

prepared packaged foods, and bar snacks, and no business 

is carried on except the sale of cigarettes and tobacco 

groducts and except the sale of malt liquor at a bar. 

There shall be no table, chairs or other seati218 accommoda~ 

tions and all persons served shall remain standins. at the 

~ 

N. Class A tavern. "Class A tavern" shall mean a reputable 

place operated by responsible persons of good reputation 

where food may be sold and malt liquors are sold at 

tables, booths and counters, and where no minors shall be 

permitted to remain on the licensed premises. All such 

taverns shall comply with the rules and regulations of the 

Department of Human Services and be licensed by same and 

this license fee shall be $15. 

Q. Vessel. "Vessel" shall mean a craft used for naviga­

tion of the water, any ship, vessel or boat of any kind, 

licensed for carrying not less than 25 passengers under 

the requirements of the Public Utilities Commission or the 

United States Coast Guard, and propelled by steam or 

otherwise and used only on waters other than inland waters. 
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.:: -» 9. Liquor. "Liquor" shall mean and include any alcoholic. 

t, j 7' 

r 

spirituous, vinous, fermented or other alcoholic beverage, or 

combination of liquors and mixed liquors, intended for human con­

sumption, which contains more than 1/2 of 1% of alcohol by volume. 

_) 10. ~Ialt liquors. "Mal t liquors" shall mean all kinds and types 

of liquors as defined produced by the fermentation of malt wholly 

or partially or fTom any substiCute }herefor, which contain 1/2 of 
1% of alcohol or l~ss by volume. 

-?,ll. Minor. "Minor" shall mearC a person who has not attained 

his 18th birthdar. 

-)12. Person. "Person" shall mean an individual, copartnership, 

corporation or voluntary association . 

[ -> 13. Premise or premises. "Premise" or "premises" shall mean and 

include all parts of the contiguous real estate occupied by a 

~'. 

licensee over which the licensee has direct or indirect contr~ 

interest and which the licensee uses in the operation of the 

licensed business and which have been approved by the commission 

laces therein for the exercise of the license 

-~--Without limitation of its other powers, the commission shall 

not approve as a proper place for the exercise of the license 

privilege, amusement areas primarily for minors, beaches or any 

e. 

other area designed primarily for use by minors. No minor, unless 

in the company of his or her parent or guardian, shall be permitted 

in any part of a hotel where the license privilege is exer~ised 

with the exception of public dining room or rooms and of sleeping 

rooms. 

/< Premises shall include places having as a part th~reof a 

regulation size golf course, of a value of at least $100,000, open 

to the public and having not less than 9 holes and an average total 

of not less than 2,400 yards per 9 holes. 

~ Th~ commission shall establish rules and regulations for the 

iseparatl0n of areas where the license privilege may be exercised 

from areas where it may not be exercised, but complete non-access 

between the areas controlled by the licensee need not be required. 



,;, ,_ .,\- __ Premises shall include that place where an incorporated civic ,~j 

c, 

rganization sells or serves spirituous and vinous liquors and 

~alt liquors pursuant to a license obtained under section 80l-B. 

~ Premise or premises shall include municipally-owned and county­

owned and operated auditoriums or civic centers. However, there 

shall be no sales of malt liquor, wine or spirits permitted during 

any school activities or events primarily attended by minors in 

the rooms where these activities are taking place . 

...:. ......... .r",-' 
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liquor in the original package for off the premises consumption 

of less than 20 gallons. 

-->1~5~. __ ~S~a~1~e~0~r~~s=e~1~1~.~_I~IS~a~1=e_"~0~r __ I~'s~e~l~l_"~s~h~a~l~l~l~'n~c~l=u~d~e~a~n~YL-=t~r=a~n~s~f~e~r 

or delivery of liquor for a consideration, and any gift thereof 

in connection with or as a part of a transfer of property . 

-->16. Spirits. "Spirits" shall mean any liquor produced by 

distillation or if produced by any other process, strengthened 

or fortified by the addition of distilled spirits of any kind. 

-> 17. Vinous liquor. "Vinous liquor" shall mean wine. 
--------------~--------------~-------------------

--;> 18. Wholesaler. "Wholesaler" shall mean and include persons 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

licensed by the commission to engage in the purchase and resale 

of malt or brewed beverages and wines, or both, in the original 

containers, as prepared for the market by the manufacturer at the 

place of manufacture, but not for consumption on the premises of 

said wholesaler. 
, ,\'( I , __ / 

~) _>19. Wine. "Wine" shall mean any liquor produced by natural 

fermentation. 

--::.-- 20. Table wine. "Table wine" means any wine containing not more 

than 14% alcohol b volume, includin wines. 

Places located on fairgrounds operated by agricultural 

ocieties or where pari-mutuel racing is conducted, which otherwise 

meet the definition of a hotel or a restaurant, shall be deemed to 

be a hotel or restaurant for purposes of this Titl~,notwithstanding 

the fact an admission charge must be paid to gain entrance to such 

place. 



Sec. 2. 28 MRSA §4, as last amended by PL 1975, c.45 and 

c.80, §§1-2, is repealed and the following enacted in place 

thereof: 

§4. Business days and hours 

No liquor shall be sold except as herein provided. Liquor 

may be sold and delivered by any licensee by himself, clerk, 

servant or agent between 6 a.m.~ and 1 a.m. 

No liquor shall be sold or delivered by any licensee by 

himself, clerk, servant or agent, and no liquor shall be consumed 

on any licensed premise between l' a.m. ";-7 and 6 a.m.! ~> and 

between 1 a.m. <-7 and 12 noon on Sundays. 

Liguor may be sold on January 1st of any year from midnight 

to 2 a.m.~.~If January 1st falls on Monday, licensees shall be 

permitted to sell or deliver any liquors between 9 p.m., 

if ~unday. December 31st and 2 a.m., ~ January ls't7'P.Liguor may be 

the day of holding a general election 

Except as hereinafter rovided no licensee 

shall permit the consumption of liquors on his premises on Sundays, 

~ or af~~r IS minutes past the hours prohibited for sale thereof! 

IF except by bona fide gu~sts in their rooms~No liquor shall b~ 

-<-~Old in this ita te on Memorial Day prior to 12 n~~~ The hours of 

selling or delivering referred t~ shall be the legal time prevail­

ing in the State on the day of the sale. 

({1 
\..NotMnq in this section shall be construed to allow thl;; 

sale of liquor in municipaLities, towns and plantations in 

violation of section 101. 

Any person, except an officer in performance of his duties, 

who purchases liquor on Sunday, in vi~lation of this section 

shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be subject to the 

same penalty provided in this section for the illegal sale of 

liquor on Sunday. 



Any licensee by himself, clerk, servant or agent, except as 

herein provided,who sells liquor on Sunday shall be punished by 
7 

a fine of not less than $lOO,nor more than $500, and costs, and 

a penalty of not less than 2 months nor more than 6 months in 

jail, at the discretion of the court; and in default of fine and 

costs,an additional penalty by imprisonment for 6 months. Any 
J 

clerk, servant, agent or other person in the employment of a 

licensee who violates or in any manner aids or assists in violat_iIl.~ 

the law r~!ating to Sunday sale of liquor shall suffer like penalties. 

Any licensee by himself, clerk, servant or agent who sells 

liquor on Sunday in municipalities and unincorporated places which 

have voted affirmatively to the questions pertain~ng to Sunday 
sectlon 

sales In 101 during the hours of 1 a.m. ~and 12 noon and who 

violates any of the rules and regulations of the conooission, upon 

convictio~ after hearing before the Administrative Court Judge shall 
to the 

be su~ject 7 suspension or revocation, or both, of his license 

or right to sellon Sunday. 

If any licensee or any clerk, servant or agent of a licensee 

is convicted of a violation of this section and appeals from the 

judgment and sentence of the trial court, the licensee's license 

to sell liquor shall be suspended during the time such appeal is 
pending in the appellate court unless the trial court shall otherwise 

order and no new or renewal license to sell liquor shall be granted 

to the licensee during the time of such appeal. 
(§§51-56) 

Sec. 3. 28 MRSA c.3,/as amended, is repealed and the following 

enacted in place thereof: 

CHAP'rER 3 

ADMINISTRATION AND ORGANIZATION 

§51. Aruninistrationi enforcement 

The administration of the state liquor laws shall be vested 

in the State Liquor Commission, and the enforcement of the state 

liquor laws shall be vested in the Bureau of Liquor Enforcement 

within the Department of Public Safety. 

- // -



----"----------------

~/'.;__--_----"State Liquor Commission; appointment 

The State Liquor Commission, as heretofore established, shall 

consist of 3 members to be appointed by the Governor, subj~~t to review 
by the Joint Standing Committee on Liquor Control and to confirmation 
by the Legislature,~ ) to serve for 3 years and may be_ 

removed by the Governor, on the address of both branches of: . . iJb'le Legislature 
1m eachment. 

br The Governor shall desi nate one of the members to 

pe its chairman and not more than 2 members thereof shall belon~ 

the same political party. Any vacancy shall be filled by appoint-
State 

ment for a like term. Tne?Llquor Commission shall meet at the call 

of the chairman and at least once a month. 

§53. Powers of the State Liquor Commissiqn 

The State Liquor Commission shall establish the policy, rules 

and regulations pertaining to the administration and enforcement 

of the liquor laws. The commission shall have the following 

powers and duties: 

1. Supervision of the Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages. To 

t
--_superVise and direct the Director of the Bureau of Alcoholic 

----Beverages relating to all phases of the merchandising of 

-- liquor through state stores and special agency stores. 

2. General supervision; rules and regulations_ To have 

_general supervision of manufacturing, importing, storing, 

transporting and sale of all liquors and to make such rules 

and regulations as they deem necessary for such purposes_ 

to make rules and regulations for the administration, 

--clarification, carrying out, &nforcing and preventing 

-violation of all laws pertaining to liquo~which rules and 

-regulations shall have the force and effect of law, unless 

and until set aside by some court of competent jurisdiction 

or revoked by the commission. 

3. Rules and regulations. To adopt rules, requirements and 

~- regulations not inconsistent with this '[i tIe or other laws 

k . __ of the 'tate, the observance of which shall be conditions 
! I 

precedent to the granting of any license to sell liqu~ 



including malt liquor or table wine. In issuing or renewing 

licensesJthe commission shall give consideration to the 

character of any applicant, the location of the place of 

business and the manner in which it has been operated. The 

commission may refuse to issue licenses to corporations 

when any of its officers, directors or stockholders do not 

possess the qualifications required of unincorporated 

persons under this section. 

---~4. Purchase, transportation and sale of alcohol. To have 

control and supervision of the purchase, importation, trans­

portation and sale of alcohol; and to make rules and regula: 

tions for such purchase, importation, transportation and 

sale of same to any industrial establishment in thiS~ 

for industrial uses, or schools, colleges and state institu­

tions for laboratory use only, or to hospitals for medicinal 

use therein only, or to any licensed pharmacist in this 

tate for use in the compounding of prescriptions and other 

medicinal use but not for sale by such pharmacists unless 

~ompounded with or mixed with other substances, or to any 

physician, surgeon, osteopath, chiropractor, optometrist, 

dentist or veterinarian for medicinal use only. 

-----;> 5. Wine and spirits for sale. To buy and have in their 

possession wine, except table wine, and spirits for sale 

to the public. Such wine and spirits shall be purchased by 

the commission directly and not through the State Purchasing 

Agent and shall be free from adulteration and misbranding. 

The commission shall in their purchases of liquors give 

priority, wherever feasible, to those products manufactured 

pr bottled in this Itate. 

~6. Notice to delist or stop purchases. Before any item 

listed by the commission is discontinued or delisted or 

before the commission issues any order to stop purchases of 

. /:-



any item listed, they shall give the vendor of such items 

reasonable notice in writing of their intention to so 

delist or stop purchase of such items. 

J."(C~\c-l 5 _;;-7. Sell at retail. To sell at retail in state stores in 

original packages and for cash, either over the counter or 

by shipment to points within the 'tate, wine, except table 

wine, and spirits of all kinds for consumption off the 

premises at state stores to be operated under the direction 

of the commission. 

,--J""\,,eT' ,~- ->8. Licensing. To issue and renew all licenses provided 

r 

for by this Title and to hold hearings thereon. Prospective 

licensees who have been granted a license, effective at a 

future date, may, on approval of the commission, order 

liquor in advance of the effective date of the license and 

may advertise such effective date. 

-/9. Prevent sale to minors and others. To prevent the 

sale by licensees of wine and spirits to minors, persons 

under the influence of liquor or to an interdicted person. 

--/10. Act as review board. To act as a review board and on 

all appeals from the decisions of municipal officers, and 

except as provided by section 403) the decisions of the 

commission shall be final. All decisions of the commission 

acting as a review board must be approved by at least 2 

members. 

__ >11. Hearings. A single commissioner may conduct hearings 

~n any matter pending before the commission. He shall, 

after holding the hearing, file with the commission all 

papers connected with the case, a transcript of all the 

testimony and a report of his findings. The commission shall 

- / '/­
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review the evidence and examine all papers and the findings 

of the single commissioner before rendering their decision. 

,12. Oaths; subpoenas; witnesses. Any member of the 

commission may administer oaths and issue subpoenas for wit­

nesses and subpoenas duces tecum to compel the production 

of books and papers relating to any question in dispute 

before them or to any matter involved in a hearing. Witness 

fees in all proceedings shall be the same as for witnesses 

before the Superior Court. Whoever, having been summoned 

as a witness by any member of the commission to appear 

before the commission, without reasonable cause fails to 

appear at the time and place designated in the subpoena or 

summons shall be punished, on complaint or indictment, by a 

fine of not more than $100 or by imprisonment for less than 

one year. 

, fir 
~,. ,:- _~ 13. Food servicing organizations. To adopt rules, require-

ments and regulations permitting food servicing organizations 

catering to passengers on international flights to purchase 

wine and malt beverages from wholesale outlets or distributors, 

providing such wine and malt beverages are resold for 

consumption during international travel. 

§S4. Duties of the State 
Bureau of Alcoholic 

1./ T e comm1SS1on as 

~we11 as procedures for the administration and operation of 

~------the Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages. 

2. Pamphlet of regulations. To publish at least annually 

on or before August 31st,or 90 days after becoming 1aw,in a 
/ . 

onvenient pamphlet form all regulations then in force and 

~ ____ to furnish copies of such pamphlets to every licensee 

( ____ authorized by law to sell liquor. 

3. Public meetings. The commission shall hold public 

E
meetings each year at various locations within the tate for 

_ the ~u~pose of oU~lining operations under the liquor laws, 

______ rece1v1ng suggest10ns thereto and disseminating information 

~----to the public. 



4. Annual report. To make an annual report to the Governor 

1.::.- of their activities and of the amount of malt liquor license 

i i fees collected together with such other information as they 
i' 

l~--deem advisable or as the Governor may require. 

5. Expenses. The expenses for the administration of the 

~ ·-commission in carrying out the duties as set forth in this 

f:-_~Title shall be paid from such amounts as the Legislature 

~ may allocate from the revenues derived from the operations 

I, f th "1" 0 Such amounts shall become available 

I
.----~ e comm1SS n. 

in accordance with itle 5 cha ters 141 to 155. 

!iss. Salaries and ~penses 
Each member of the commission shall receive a per diem salary 

of $50 and his actual expenses for the first 30 meetings of each 

calendar year. For any meetings after the 30th meetin~ 

each member of the commission shall receive his actual expenseS. 

§S6. Working [apital 
I 

The net profits of the commission shall be general revenue 

of the tate. The commission is authorized to kee and have on 

hand a stock of wines, except table wines, and spirits for sale. 

the value of which, when priced for resale, shall be computed on 

less carload price quotations f.o.b. warehouse filed by liquor 

and wine vendors. The inventory value shall be based upon actual 

cost for which payment may be due and shall not at any time exceed 

the amount of working capital authorized. Wines and spirits shall 

not be considered in the inventory until payment has been made 

therefor. The maximum permanent working capital of the commission 

is established at $3,500,000 and permanent advances up to this 

amount may be authorized by the Governor ~~----------7 upon 

recommendation of the commission with the approval of the Commissioner 

of Finance and Administration. The permanent working capital of the 

commission may be supplemented by temporary loans from other state 

funds upon recommendation of the commission and by approval of the 

Commissioner of Finance and Administration and the Governor, 

/ (:, ,-
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the 
§S7. Director ol7lftireau of Alcoholic Beverages" fppointment 

The Commissioner of Finance and Administratio~with the 
State Liquor Commission ~ 

advice and consent of the! shail appoint a Director of 

the Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages whose term of office shall be 

continuous, subject only to removal for cause by the commission 
of Finance a d Administ at on _ 

and the omm irector shall be f1xed 

by the Governor. 

In appointing a director, consideration shall be given to the 

following qualifications: Sound judgment, practical experience 

and ability in merchandising, executive administration, salesman-

ship and sound business principles. The director shall not be a 

member of the commission. 
the 

~S8. Director of7TIUreau of Alcoholic Bevera owers and uties 

The Director of the Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages within the 

Department of Finance and Administration shall be the chief admin­

istrative officer of the )!Ureau. The Director of the Bureau of 

Alcoholic Beverages shall be subject to the direction of the 

State Li uor Commission as defined irector 

of the ureau shall- administer the olicies rules and re ulations 

of the State Liquor Commission under the supervision of the 

commission. The irector of the ureau shall 0 erate the urenu 

and implement the liquor laws according to the procedures established 

by the State Liquor Commission. 

The Director of the Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages shall have 

general charge of the office and records and shall emplo4/with the 

approval of the Commissioner of Finance and Administration, sub­

ject to the Personnel Law, such personnel and make expenditures as 

may be necessary to fulfill the purpose5~f this Title. 

§S9. Bureau of Liquor Enforcement 

The enforcement division of the State Liquor Commission shall 

be the Bureau of Liquor Enforcement within the Department of Public 

Safet as heretofore created. The ommissioner of Public Safet 

- 17· 



shall appoint as Director of the Bureau of Liquor Enforcement a 

person experienced in law enforcement or enforcement of liquor 

laws, who may be removed for cause by the commissioner. The director, 

subject to the Personnel Law, may appoint as many inspectors as 

may be found necessary. 
1 

The inspectors shall be under the direct 

~upervision and control of the director. They shall have the same 

powers and duties throughout the several counties of the stateJ _ 

as sheriffs have in their respective counties,relating to liquor. 
j 

Their power and duties shall include the duty to inquire into and 

arrest for violations of any of the provisions of this Title, to 

arrest for violations of Title 17, £hapter 69, 

to arrest for violations of Title 29, section 2182i 

to arrest for impersonation of or interference with liquor 

inspectors, and to arrest for'disturbances of the peace in the 

pursuance of their duties relating to liquor under this Title 

and to serve all processes necessary for and pertaining to enforce-

ment of any of the provisions of this Title. All business and 

financial records of licensees shall be confidential. 

~ Notwithstanding any other provisions of law, the Department of 

Public Safety shall be responsible for the enforcement of the 

liquor laws and the rules and regulations of the commission. 

§60. Eligibility of members and employees 

,', No~erson shall be eligible for appointment as a member of 
State L quor Commission, 

the I as an employee of the commission, the Bureau of 

Alcoholic Beverages, or the Bureau of Liquor Enforcement in any 

capacity, including the director,who has any connection with, ., 
official. professional or otherwise; or who owrrs any stock in a 

~orporation interested either directly or indirectly in the 

manufacture or sale of liquor or who has been convicted of the 

breach of any state or federal law regulating the manufacture, 

sale or transportation of intoxicating liquor. Neither the com· 

mission, nor any employee, shall accept directly or indirectly 

any samples, gratuities, favors or anything of value from a 



manufacturer, seller, brewer or licensee or any representative of 

the same under circumstances which might reasonably be construed 

as influencing or improperly relating to past, present or future 

performance of his official duties. 

Sec. 4. 28 MRSA §lOl, as last amended by PL 1975, c.623, 

§§40-43, is repealed and the following enacted in place thereof: 

§lOl. Form of question and ballot 

The aldermen of cities, the selectmen of towns and the 

assessors of plantations, upon receipt of a petition signed by 

~.(--.-j> of the re istered voters and addressed to the munici al 
o , subsectlon 7, 

officers as defined in Title 30, section 7 120 days prior to 

the municipal election or town meeting, are empowered and 

directed to notify the inhabitants of their respective municipalities 

to meet, in the manner prescribed by law for the calling and holding 

of municipal elections or town meetings,to vote upon anyone or all 
J 

of the following questions: 

1. Shall state stores for the sale of liquor be operated 

by permission of the State Liquor Commission in this city or 

town? (State Liquor Store) 

2. Shall licenses be granted in this city or town for the 

sale herein of spirituous and vinous liquors to be consumed on 

the premises of establishments licensed to sell spirituous and 

vinous liquors for consumption on the premises? 

3, Shall licenses be granted in this city or town for the 

sale herein of malt liquor (beer, ale. and other malt liquors) 

to be consumed on the premises of establishments licensed to sell 

malt liquors for consumption on premises? 

4. Shall licenses be granted in this city or town for sale 

herein of malt liquor (beer, ale and other malt liquors) and 

table wine not to be consumed on the premises of establisrunents 

licensed to sell malt liquor and wine for consumption off the 

premises? 

-,/ /-



S. Shall state stores and special agency stores for the sale 

of liquor be operated by permission of the State Liquor Commission 

in this city or town on Sunday? (State Liquor Store) 

6. Shall this municipality or unincorporated place authorize 

the sale of spirituous and vinous liquors on Sunday for consumption 

on the premises of establishments licensed to sell spirituous 

liquors for consumption on the premises? 

7. Shall this municipality or unincorporated place authorize 

the sale on Sunday of malt liquor (beer, ale and other malt 

liquors) to be consumed on the premises of establishments licensed 

to sell~;-malt liquors for consumption on the premises? 

8. Shall this municipality or unincorporated place authorize 

the sale on Sunday of malt liquor (beer, ale and other malt 

liquors) and table wine to be consumed off the premises of 

establishments licensed to ~ell malt liquor and wine for consump~ 

tion off the premises? 

Where a city or town has voted in favor of accepting or 

not accepting the ballot questions, said vote shall be effective 

until repealed in the manner provided. 

The inhabitants of the several municipalities shall vote 

by ballot provided by the Secretary of State on said questions, 

those in favor voting" es" on their ballots and those 0 osed 

~/I and the ballots shall be received, sorted, counted. and 

declared in open ward, town and plantation meetings and r~turn 

of the results shall be made to the office of the Secretary of 

State and to the State Liquor Commission. 

Each question in this section shall apply to both full-time 

and part-time licensed establishments. 

Upon this ballot no other referendum question shall be 

printed. 



Sec. 5. i8 MRSA Sl02, 5th, 6th & 7th. ~. L as 

enacted by PL 1969, c.360, S9, are repealed. 

Sec. 6. 28 MRSA Sl03, first sentence, as repealed and 

replaced by PL 1971, c.622, S89-A, is amended to read: 

Upon peti tion sign~d by afll1! ~ or more of the voting age 

residents in an unincorporated place requesting a vote on local 

option questions. the Secretary of ~tate shall forthwith appoint 

a time and place. give public notice in the same manner as 

provided for notice in section 252 and cause a vote on such 

questions to be taken in such unincorporated .place under his 

supervision and subject to such rules and regulations as he shall 

promulgate. 

Sec. 7. 28 MRSA S153, first II, as repealed and replaced by 

PL 1975, c.256, is amended to read: 
The btl?eatl,-with-the-appreval-ef-tfie State Liquor Commission 

shall have authority to license and regulate, in cities, towns 

and unorganized territories which have voted in favor of the 

operation of~ate stores under local option provisions and 

where there is no.~ate store, retailers as special agency 

stores on an annual, seasonal or temporary basis for the purpose 

of selling liquor in sealed bottles, containers or original 

packages for consumption off the premises. The liquor shall 

be sold by the btlyeatl,-with-the-appreval-ef-the State Liquor 

eemmissieR Commission, to the special agency stores pursuant to 

section 204. 

Sec. 8. 28 MRSA S153, 3rd ~, as repealed and replaced by 

PL 1975, c.256, is amended to read: 
The Btlyeatl-ef-Aleehelie-BeveragffiState Liquor Commission 

shall, in accordance with Title 5, section 2351, give public 

notice that a Jtate agency retail store may be established in 

a particular city, town or unorganized territory. The BHreatl-ef 

Aleehelie-Beverages State Liquor Commission shall request all 

interested parties in said city·, to~m or unorganized territory 

to notify the BtlyeaH-ef-Aleehelie-Beverages State Liquor 

Commission in regard to the establishment of a Itate agency 

retail store. The BHyeaH-ef-Al€ehelie-Beveyage~ State Liquor 

/-



~
roVide all applicants with the necessary information for the 

establishment of a special agency retail store. The B~pea~-ef 
AleeA9lie-Bevepages State Liquor Commission shall 

~ Commission shall/conduct an investigation to determine the most 

feasible location and type of facility for the agency store, 

and any applicant denied a permit shall be given reasons for the 

permit refusal. 

Sec. 9. 28 MRSA §153, as repealed and replaced by PL 1975, 

c. 256, is amended by adding before the last paragraph the 

following new paragraphs: 

The State Liquor Commission shall not establish any special 

agency stores in municipalities, unincorporated places or planta­

of more than ~500 persons as determined 

b ensus. There shall be no more than one s ecial 

agency store in anyone municipality, unincorporated place or 

plantation. The State Liquor Commission shall not close any 

tate retail Ii uor store and re lace it 

store. 

Special agency store licensees must have and maintain an 

adequate stock of groceries, in no case less than $3,500 wholesale 
7 ; 

value or a stock of merchandise reasonably compatible with a 

stock of spirituous and vinous beverages in no case less than 

$}500 wholesale value, or a combination of both in no case less 

than $~500 value. Compatible merchandise shall consist exclusively , 
of paper products, tobacco products, newspapers_ and greeting cards. 

Sec. 10. 28 MRSA §153, first sentence of the last ., as 

repealed and replaced by PL 1975, c.256, is amended to read: 

Any applicant aggrieved by a decision made by the Btlreatl-ei­

Aleefielie-Beverages State Liquor Commission may appeal to the 

Administrative Court Judge in accordance with Title 5, chapters 

301-307. 

Sec. 11. 28 MRSA §154 is repealed and the following enacted 

in place thereof: 

§154. Business hours 

State retail Ii uor stores and storesma be 

open for the sale and delivery of liquor between the hours of 

9 a.m. ,and midnight in municipalities and unincorporated 
s~ction 101, subsection 1. 

places which have voted affirmatively onl The 

State Liquor Commission shall establisll the hours of operation 



I 
of each tate retail li uor store and store. 

The hours of sale referred to in this section shall~e the 

legal time prevailing in the State on the day of the sale. 

Sec. 12. 28 MRSA §201-A is enacted to read: 

§20l-A. Services of bottle clubs regulated 

NO person, firm or corporation, not licensed under this 

Title shall keep, maintain, operate, lease or otherwise furnish 

to its members and guests or to the general public any premises, 

building, apartment or place wherein such members, guests or 

other persons shall engage in the drinking of alcoholic 

liquors for a fee or any consideration, including any admission 

charge, charges for food, mixers or other fluids used with 

alcoholic drinks or the storage of alcoholic beverages. 

Any person found in violation of this section shall be 

punished by a fine of not more than $300 or by imprisonment for 

not more than 60 days, or by both. 

Sec. 13. 28 MRS A §203, first 11, last sentence, as enactied 

by PL 1971, c.136, is repealed. 

Sec. 14. 28 MRS A §251, last sentence, is amended to read: 

Every applicant for a bottle club license and eve!Lapp1icant 

for a license for the sale of liquor to be consumed on the premises 

where sold shall include in his application a description of the 

premises for which he desires license and shall set forth such 

other material information, description or v1an of that part of 

the premises where it is proposed to consume, keep or sell 

liquor as the commission may require. 

Sec. 15. 28 MRSA §252, first sentence, as amended by PL 

1975, c.37, is further amended to read: 

The mUnicipal officers or in case of unincorporated places 

the county commissioners of the county wherein such unincorporated 

place is located, shall hold a public hearing for the consideration 

of all new applications for liquor licenses requiring their 

approval ,6r-where-the-m~Rieipa~~ep8~~r-ee~Rty-eemmi33ieRer3 

aeem-it-Reeesgary;-en-applieatieRs-fer-renewal-ef-lieeRses 



Sec. 16. 28 MRSA §252, as last amended by PL 1975, c.37, 

is further amended by adding after -<t:(;----:i'> the first paragraph 

the following new paragraph: 

Requests for renewal of liquor licenses shall be directe~ 
officers 

The municipal 7 to the State Liquor Commission. or in 

the case of unincorporated places, the county commissioners of 

the county wherein such unincorporated place is located may, 

in writing,indicate the reasons for the denial of a license 
<> 

renewal, and the ommission shall re uire the a licant to obtain 

municipal approval prior to r~submitting the application for 
'----' 

renewal. 

Sec. 17. 28 MRSA §252, as last amended by PL 1975, c.37, 

is further amended by adding after the last paragraph the follow-

ing new paragraph; 

Part-time licenses may be extended by the State Liquor 

Commission upon request by a licensee for a ~month period only. 

Sec. 18. 28 MRSA §2521, as last amended by PL 1975, c.37J 

is further amended by adding at ~he end the following new para-

graph: 

Any applicant for a renewal of a liquor license or any 

municipality, towp or plantation contesting the issuance of 

a license renewal aggrieved by the decision of the State Liquo~ 

Commission may appeal the decision to the Administrative Court 

Judge in accordance with Title 5, chapters 301-307. 

28 MRS A §301, first sentence, is amended to 

read: 

No new hotel, restaurant, tavern-L -01'- cluo or bottle club 

licenses shall be granted under this ;title to new premises 

within 300 feet of a public or private school, school dormitory, 

church, chapel or parish house in existence as such at the time 

such new license is applied for, measured from the main entrance 

of the premises to the main entrance of the school, school 

dormitory, church, chapel or parish house by the ordinary 

course of travel, except such premises as were in use as hotels 

or clubs on July 24, 1937. 



Sec. 20. 28 MRSA 5303, 3rd '1, first sentence, as last 

amended by PL 1975, c.lOO, is further amended to read: 

Any person under the age of 18 years who purchases any 

intoxicating liquor or any person under the age of 18 years who 
or has on his or her person any intoxicating liquor 

consumes any intoxicating liquorfin anyon-sale premises or bottle 

club, or who presents or offers to any licensee, his agent or 

employee any written or oral evidence of age 'which is false, 

fraudulent or not actually his own, for the purpose of ordering, 
or otherwise procuring or attempting to procure 

purchasing, attempting to purchase/ the serving of any intoxi-

cating liquor, or who has any intoxicating liquor in his 

possession except in the scope of his or her employment on any 

street or highway, or in any public place or in any automobile, 

shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be punished by a fine 

of not more than $100 for the first offense, not less than $50 

nor more than $100 for the 2nd offense and $100 for the 3rd 

and subsequent offenses. 

~~ 
c:;.;r/- " 

5th'lf<Jf, 
Sec. ? 1. 28 MRSA §305, 3rd, 4th a~, as repealed and 

~~ replaced by PL 1975, c.184, are repealed and the following enacted 

in place thereof: 

Licensed clubs may offer prizes, gratUities or other 

inducements, otherwise legal, as a means of promoting-attendance 

on licensed premises. 

Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit 

licensees licensed to sell liquor for consumption on the premises 

from offering special package plans or price premiums. Licensees 

may adv~t;'.tise their special package plans or pric~remium::...: 

~ec'·22. «(\<&55]-556) 
28 MRSA c.13, subchapter II,/is rep?aled. 

Sec. 23. 28 MRSA §701, as last amended by PL 1975, c.540, 

§§2-3, is repealed and the following enacted in place thereof: 

5701. Fees 

1. Fees for full-year licenses for the sale of alcoholic 

beverages for on-premise consumption of liquor shall be as follows: 

A. Class I License, spirituous, vinous 

and malt beverages ..•................... , .••. $800 

(1) Class I-A License - optional 

License - !"or hotels that do not 



serve food - Spirituous. yjUQUS 

and malt beverages, ....... , .....•••••.•• $1,20~ 

B. Class II License, spirituous liquor 

only ..................••••••...•.•......•.. ,$ 4QO 

C. Class III License, vinous liquors 

only ............•.••.........•.• , .•.•.••• , •• $ 200 

D. Class IV License, malt liquor only, .•••• $ 300 

~_Class V License. bottle club ...•...•.•.. $ ] 00 

2. Fees for part-time licenses for the sale of alcoholic 

beverages to be consumed on the premises shall be 1/2 the full­

time fee at their location. 

3. Fees for the extension of part-time licenses for a 

2-month period for the sale of alcoholic beverages to be con­

sumed on the premises shall be as follows: 

A. Class I License, spirituous, vinous and 

mal t beverages ..... , ••.••.. , ••..• , ••• ".... $ 150 

(1) Class I-A - Optional License - For 

hotels that do not serve food - spiritu-. 

ous, vinous and malt beverages .. !! ......... ~ 22~ 

B. Class II License, spirituous liquor only: ~ 99 

C. Class III License, vinous liquor only . , ~ 50 

D. Class IV License, malt liquor only .. ........ ~ 6Q 

E. Class Y. Ljcense. bottle club "II II I; II l!; I II I. 12 25 

4. Fees for full-year licenses for the sale of malt 

liquor and table wine to be consumed off the premises shall 

be as follows: 

A, Class VI License, malt liquor only $ 200 

B. Class VII License, table wine only $ 200 

5. Fees for part-time licenses for the sale of malt 

liquor and table wine to be consumed off the premises shall be 

1/2 the full-time license fee. 

6. Fess for the bimonthly extension of part-time licenses 

for the sale of malt liquor and table wine to be consumed off 

the premises shall be as follows: 

A. Class VI License, malt liquor only .. '" $ 40 

~ ____ £:.Lass_VLLI,icen_s~ __ ,_~~l!LWin~~LY_'_.-.-' , __ $ __ 40 



One public service license shall be sufficient to cover all 

steamboats, cars and aircraft operated by anyone owner. 

All full-year licenses shall be issued for one year from 

date of issuance and the prescribed fee shall accompany the 

application for the license. 

Licenses may be renewed upon application therefor, and payment 

of the annual fee, subject to commission rules and regulations. 

Every applicant for an original or renewal malt liquor 

license shall remit with his application a filing fee of $10, except 
. unincO'l/Porated 
'~ / places the filing fee of $10 shall be paid to the 

~~unty treasurer of the county in which the unincorporated place 

is located, and all such applications for license in unincorporated 

places shall be accompanied by evidence of payment of filing fee 

to the county treasurer. 

Any licensee applying for license to operate more than one 

premise shall pay the fee prescribed for the type of license to 

be exercised at each such premise. 

Sec. 24. 28 MPSA 70)-A is enacted to read: 

§70l-A. Owners of ,femises ,.Eligible for ;Licenses 

1. Class I license. The owners of the following 

~--premises shall be eligible for a Class I license -

I<'- ----spirituous, vinous and malt beverages: 
I 

< 
<- --
( 

.( 

( -- . 

"" 
< 
t(--

~ 

,-,A",-._..!.A!..:i~r~li~ 

~. 

C. 

D. 

E . 

F. 

Civic Auditoriums 

Class A testaurants~ 
I 

Clubs 

Dining g'ars 
I 

Golf jlubsL-

G. ;c.-=---.:H:..:..o::..t.::..e.::...::..l ::..s ->->--

H. Indoor ,ice ikating [lubs .~ 

1. Indoor tennis flubs and 

J. Vessels 

- - 'I -



,-,Q,.l";~~d- 5 _;:>2. Class II License. The owners of the following 

premises shall be eligible for a Class II license -

spirituous only: 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

F. 

G. 

H. 

I. 

J. 

Airlines .~ 
J 

Civic ,Auditoriums) 

Class A lestaurants I 
• 7 

Clubs! 
J 

Dining fars "_ 
I 

Golf ¢lubs....!.-
/ 

Hotels I 

) 
Indoor tce ¢ka ting ~lub~ 

) 

Indoor tennis tlubs Q/)1J. 
Vessels. 

~"'j .- -->3. Class III License. The owners of the following 

premises shall be eligible for a Class III license -

vinous only: 

A. 

~. 

C. 

1;}. 

E. 

F. 

G. 

H. 

I. 

J. 

Airlines I 

7 
Civic judi toriums . 

I / 
Class A/estaurantsJ_ 

Clubs I 

I 
Dining tars, 

J 
Golf ¢lubs "_ 

i J' 
Hotels • 

J 
Indoor ;tce §kating flubs 

Indoor tennis !lubs ~vi 

Vessels' 

,s1.,cI,~.+ 5 -07 4. Class IV License. The owners of the following 

premises shall be eligible for a Class IV license -
bevera~es 

malt/onI : 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

F. 

Airlines, 
I 

Civic Auditoriums. 
I 

Class A ,;(estaurants) 

Dining ;Cars. 
I 

Golf flubs. 

Ho tels, 



, ) 

" 

G. Indoor Ice gKating flubs 

H. Indoor ;tennis ilubs 

I. Restaurants· ...--,-
J. Taverns. 

J 
K. Class A ;taverns' -r 
L. Vessels aDd 

M. ClUN; 9 

-~5. Class V License. The owners of the following 

premises shall be eligible for a Class V License: 

A. Bottle ¢iubs. 
I -

-->6. Class VI License. The owners of the following 

premises shall be eligible for a Class VI License: 

A. Retail stores - Sale of malt liquor for 

off-premise consumption only. 

'." --;> 7. Class vn License. The owners of the following 

premises shail be eligible for Class VII license: 

A. Retail stores - Sale of table wine for 

off-premise consumption only. 

Sec. 25. 28 MRSA §702, first sentence, is amended 

to read: 

No licensee for sale of liquor or consumption of liauor to 

be consumed on his licensed permises shall permit, on his 

licensed premises, any music, except radio or other mechanical 

device, any dancing or entertainment of any sort unless the 

licensee shall haye first obtained from the commission a 

special amusement permit for which he shall pay to the commis-

sion a fee of $10. 

Sec. 26. 28 MRSA §702, 2nd '1, as last amended by PL 

1975, c.74, is further amended to read: 

Licensed hotels, class A restaurants, class A taverns~ 

aRB restaurant malt liquor and bottle club licensees who have 

been issued such special amusement permit may charge admission 

in designated areas approved by the commission. 



Sec. 27. 28 MRSA §7 51/ 4th I', as last amended by PL 1969, 
further 

c.360, §24, is/amended by adding at the end the following sen-

tence: 

Compatible merchandise shall consist exclusively of tobacco 

products, newspapers, ~ greeting cards and paper products. 

Sec. 2.8. 28 MRS A §752, 5th sentence is repealed. 

Sec. 29. 28 MRSA §801, first sentence, as repealed-and replaced 

by PL 1975. c. 623, §44, is ~'=----r amended to read: 

Licenses for the sale of spirituous and vinou~ liquor and malt 

liquor to be consumed on the premises where aold may be issued 

to clubs and to bona fide hotels, restaurants, vessels, rail-

road dining cars, airlines, to incorporated civic organizations 

pursuant to section 801-B and municipal auditUJ.iums on payment 

of the fees provided; subject to the 'rovisions of section 252 
I 

and to the condition that the initial application there~or be 

approved by the municipal officers of the town or city in which 

such intended licensee, if operating a club, restaurant, hotel 

or municipal auditorium is operating the same, and if said 

hotel, restaurant or club is located in an unorganized place, 

said application shall be approved by the county commissioners 

of the county, within which such uno~anized place is located, 

and subject to the further condition that licenses issued to 

restaurants, except class A restaurants, shall be limited to 

malt liquor or wine, or both. 

Sec. 30. 28 MRSA §801, 2nd '/ as enacted by PL 1973, 

c.749, §8, is repealed. 

~ 31, 28 MRS A §801-B, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 1973, 

c.747, §10, is amended to read: 

2. The license provided for by this section shall authorize 

the licensee to sell or serve liquor only at one public event 

or public gathering per year which is sponsored by the licensee~ 

and said public event or public gathering shall be valid for no 

longer than 3 days and shall not be renewable. 



Sec. 3.2;. PL 1975.\. c.540,§5 ~----~)J.s repealed and the 

following enacted in place thereof: 
Sec. 5. 

I Provisional clause. Notwithstanding any other provision of 

law, licenses may be granted to indoor tennis clubs, indoor ice 

skating clubs and golf clubs in municipalities and unincorporated 

places which have previously voted affirmatively on Title 2B, 

section 101, sUbsections 2,3,6 ~~. 

~S~e:!.:c:.,:.~3L;3G.. ~+======-'LLJP~L~ll~9J.7~5 I c. 540, § 6 is arne nded to re ad: 
Sec. 6. only 
/AppHcation limited. This Act shall remain in effect ,kl'lt!!i::I: 

JaR~ary-:l:7-:l:9~~ for 90 days following the adjournment of the 108th 

Legislature in 1977 during which time the B~~efi~-e~-A:l:e6he:l:*e 

Be~era~es Stat~ Liquor Commission shall evaluate the effectiveness 

of this law and make a written report to the 108th Legislature. 

:Jsec.34-. 28 MRS A §1059 

§1059.- irisoners 
I 

is amended to read: 

Whoever gives or delivers any liquor to a person confined 

in any jail, house of correction or other place of confinement, 

or to a person in custody of any officer qualified to serve 

criminal process, or has in his possion, within the precincts of 

any jail, house of correction or other place of confinement, 

any such liquor, with intent to conveyor deliver the same to 

any person confined therein, unless under the direction of the 

physician appointed to attend such prisoner, or of the officer 

in charge of such place of confinement shall be punished by a 

fine of not more than $~e $100 for the first offense and $100 

far each subsequent offense or by imprisonment for not more 

than 30 days. 

"'~ C'.~~. ~*~ Sec. " .... -, 28 MRSA §1060 2 d ~ ~ ~~~J~~~~~~~~~~~~'L-~n~~'LLI, as enacted by PL 1971, 
\}J 2' c. 27, 1S amended to read: 

There shall be a fee of $:1: ~ for the issuance of an adult 

identification c~rd. 

-3\-



Sec. 36. 28 MRS A c. 31 is enacted to read: 

CHAPTER 31 

PUBLIC INFORMATION 

§130l. Erection of guidep~st 

In order to increase revenues and to attract more of 

the tourist trade to the uor store in Kitter , 

the Maine Turnpike Authority shall erect and maintain a guide-

ost no more than one mile north of the York tation on 

the southbound side of the Maine Turnpike. The said guide-

post shall be worded as follows: 

KITTERY STATE RETAIL LIQUOR STORE - YORK EXIT 

The Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages shall compensate the 

Maine Turnpike Authority for the full cost of erecting the said 

guidepost. 

FISCAL NOTE 

The increase in revenues to the State generated by this 

Act have been estimated to be $283,125. 

Statement of Fact 

The intent of the revision of the State Liquor Laws is to 

clarify and simplify the laws as well as to remove antiquated pro-

visions within the present laws. Furthermore, the revision 

attempts to provide for more local input in regard to sale of 

alcoholic beverages within the communities of the State by placing 

the responsibility of holding local option and Sunday Sale elec-

tions upon each individual community. The revision reduces the 
and 

number of local option/Sunday Sale questions from 17 questions to 

8 questions and significantly clarifies the questions. The re-

vision clarifies the powers of the State Liquor Commission and 

the Director of the Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages and makes the 

powers more precise. This bill reduces the complexity and number 

of liquor licenses from roughly 40 licenses with varying fees 

for each type of license to 8 liquor licenses with the same 

fee for each license. The result is a more equitable and 

judicious licensing system. 

, -- , 


