
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 



• Maine State Legislature 

First Annual Report of 

Maine Legislative Youth Advisory Council 

Submitted to the 
First Regular Session of the 121 st Legislature 

February 2003 



First Annual Report of the Legislative Youth Advisory Council 

Submitted to the First Regular Session of the 121st Legislature 
February 2003 

Ms. Molly Feeney and Representative Rosaire Paradis 
Legislative Youth Advisory Council Co-Chairs 

LEGISLATIVE MEMBERS 
REPRESENTATIVE ROSAIRE PARADIS, CO-CHAIR 

SENATOR LYNN BROMLEY 

REPRESENTATIVE MARY ELLEN LEDWIN 

**REPRESENTATIVE MICHAEL QUINT, CO-CHAIR 
**REPRESENTATIVE CAROL WESTON 

Staff 

Patrick Norton, Deputy Director 
Alison Ames, Legislative Researcher 
Maine State Legislature, Office of Policy and Legal 
Analysis 
207-287-1670 (phone) 
207-287-1275 (fax) 
Patrick.Norton@Legislature.Maine.gov 
Alison.Ames@Legislature.Maine.gov 

Nancy Connolly, Youth Development Coordinator 
EdmundS. Muskie School of Public Service 
207-780-5812 (phone) 
207-780-5817 (fax) 
Nconnol/@usm.maine.edu 

YOUTH MEMBERS 
Ms. MOLLY FEENEY, CO-CHAIR 

**Ms. LILY ANGELO 
MR. WILLIAM BARKER 
MS. MEGAN BERNARD 

**Ms. LEELA BRACKETT 
MR. TREVOR BRAGDON 

MR. PAUL BRUNETTI 
**MR. MATT COBB 

MS. ELIZABETH COMEAU 
**MR. ANTHONY DISOTTO 

Ms. BRITNEY DUPEE 
MR. DAVID HEIDRICH 

MR. WILLIAM LANE 
MR. BARRETT LITTLEFIELD 
Ms. HANNAH PENNINGTON 

MR. KEITH ROLLINS, JR. 
MS. MELISSA SIMONES 
MR. BRENWIN SOUCIE 

MS. ALICIA STOKES 
MR. NATHANAEL YELLIS 

**Denotes persons who are no longer members of the Council, as of the date 
of this report, due to resignation or the expiration of their term. 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Executive Summary ......................................................................................... 1 

History and Description of the Legislative Youth Advisory Council .................. 4 

Summary of Meetings ...................................................................................... 5 

Legislative Youth Advisory Council in a National Context ............................. 15 

Findings and Recommendations ................................................................... 17 

Appendices 

A. Legislation creating the Legislative Youth Advisory Council 
B. Summary of Statistics on Teen Crashes (Secretary Gwadosky) 
C. Brochure on "Project ALERT" 
D. Fact Sheet on Washington State Healthy Youth Survey 
E. OPLA summary of the Council's survey of youth 
F. Current status of members 
G. 2002 Report of the Youth Policy and Empowerment Project 
H. Legislation to implement the Council's Recommendations 
I. Brief biographies of the L YAC youth members 



First Annual Report of the Legislative Youth Advisory Council 

Executive Summary 

This is the first annual report of the Legislative Youth Advisory Council. The Legislative 
Youth Advisory Council is a permanent advisory council created in statute by Public 
Law of 2001, chapter 436, Part PPPP .1 The purpose of the Council is to advise the 
Legislature and its Committees on issues related to youth. The Council, which is 
comprised of three legislative members and 18 youth members, is directed to meet at 
least 8 times each year, to conduct at least 2 public hearings each year and to conduct 
an annual seminar each August on leadership, government and the Legislature, and to 
report annually to the Legislature. The Council is required to report annually to the 
Legislature and is authorized by law to submit legislation. 

The legislation creating the Council 
took effect on July 1 , 2002. Although 
the Council identified and discussed a 
wide range of issues important to youth 
during its first meetings, it quickly 
identified the issue of alcohol and drug 
abuse prevention among youth as the 
issue of highest priority. During the six 
meetings and 2 public hearings the 
Council held during its first six months 
of existence, the Council heard from a 
wide range of people involved in all 
aspects of the alcohol and drug abuse 

Former Legislative Chair, Representative Michael prevention system in Maine, including 
Quint, convenes the first meeting of the Legislative state and local program managers and 

Youth Advisory Council on August 15, 2002 service providers, the Maine Drug 
Court, youth in treatment programs and 

youth representatives to the 19th Annual Peer Leadership Conference. The Council 
also received a substantial amount of printed material from a number of sources 
pertaining to the delivery and effectiveness of youth-related alcohol and drug abuse 
prevention programs and services. 

Although the Council will continue to study a wide range of issues important to youth in 
2003, this first annual report of the Council includes several recommendations to 
enhance youth input at the state level into the planning and evaluation of programs 
affecting youth, to improve the quality and cost-effectiveness of the Maine Youth Drug 
and Alcohol Abuse Survey conducted biennially by the Office of Substance Abuse and 
to amend the State's Learning Results to include more options on matters pertaining to 
alcohol and substance abuse among youth. Those findings and recommendations, 
which are discussed in more detail in this report, are: 

1 Codified as 3 MRSA, §168-A. 
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Recommendations 

• That the Legislature initiate a process that will lead to the creation of a Youth 
Advisory Committee within the Executive Branch to serve as a resource for state 
agencies charged with developing, implementing or enforcing programs, policies 
or laws that apply specifically to youth. The Council further recommends that the 
Director of the Office of Substance Abuse, the Secretary of State and the 
Commissioner of Education be tasked with developing recommendations on the 
structure, function and operations of that Committee and that those agencies 
jointly report their recommendations to the Council in the fall of 2003. 

• That the Council create a 3-member subcommittee of youth members of the 
Council to begin immediately to work with OSA, the Secretary of State and the 
Commissioner of Education on matters pertaining to youth input into agency 
policy making on matters affecting youth and to assist in the development of the 
Youth Advisory Committee. 

• That the Office of Substance Abuse review its procedures for collecting 
information on drug and alcohol use among youth, including a review of 
Washington State's "Healthy Youth Survey': and report back to the Legislative 
Youth Advisory Council in the fall of 2003 with recommendations on the following 
issues: 

1. Options to the existing MYDAUS survey tool that include a more appropriate 
survey tool and a methodology that is based on random sampling 
methodology that provides statistically valid data at the state level and within 
participating local school districts; and 

2. Expanding the target population of the survey to include not only students 
who attend school, but also home-schooled students and youth who attend 
school infrequently or have dropped out of school. 

• That the Office of Substance Abuse review its procedures for preparing and 
training teachers and others who administer the MYDAUS survey in the schools 
to ensure that all persons administering the survey are adequately prepared to 
perform that task. The Council also recommends that the Director of the Office 
of Substance Abuse, the Commissioner of Education and appropriate 
representatives of local school districts develop a plan for training and 
coordinating the administration of the 2004 MYDAUS survey, or any successor 
survey, and present that plan to the Council in the fall of 2003. 

• That the Office of Substance Abuse review its procedures for awarding grants for 
youth-related drug and alcohol abuse prevention programs and services to 
ensure that those grants are being awarded to programs with the highest 
demonstrated level of effectiveness and in those areas of the state having the 
highest demonstrated need. The Council further recommends that the Office 
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report the findings of its review of those matters to the Legislative Youth Advisory 
Council in the fall of 2003. 

• That the Office of Substance Abuse continue to work with the Council in 
collecting information on prevention providers and in developing a process to 
evaluate the effectiveness of those prevention programs. 

• That the Legislature amend the laws governing the statewide system of learning 
results to incorporate the principles of those alcohol and drug use policies 
pertaining to student athletes proposed by the Youth Policy and Empowerment 
Project within the content standard pertaining to health and physical education. 
We further recommend that the code of conduct for student athletes incorporated 
into the learning results be substantially similar to the code of conduct for student 
athletes proposed by Youth Empowerment Project. 

• That the Department of Education investigate the Project ALERT program, or 
other similar prevention programs, as an option to the DARE program in Maine 
schools. A teacher-training program is an important part of any option 
considered by the Department. The Council further recommends that such 
options be available statewide and available through the Learning Results as an 
alternative to the "Drug Abuse Resistance Education" (DARE) program offered 
through the Maine State Police. 

• That the Legislature quickly adopt emergency legislation proposed by the Council 
to add a second Senate member to the Council and to adjust the terms of the 
existing youth members to provide greater consistency in membership and 
simplicity in the appointment process. 
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History and description of the Legislative Youth Advisory Council 

The Legislative Youth Advisory Council was created by the 1201
h Legislature through 

the enactment of Public Laws of 2001, chapter 436, Part PPPP. The law creating the 
Council is derived from LD 1779, An Act to Create the Legislative Youth Advisory 
Council, which was sponsored by Representative Michael Quint and unanimously 
endorsed by the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs on May 3, 
2001. The law creating the Council took effect on July 1, 2002, and the Council 
subsequently held their first meeting on August 151

h and a second meeting on 
September 20, 2002. 

The council consists of three legislators and 18 youth members from around the State. 
Ten of those members, including one member of the Senate, are appointed by the 
President of the Senate and 11 members, including two members of the House of 
Representatives, are appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives. Two 
of the youth members are home-schooled, six attend Maine colleges and ten are Maine 
high school students. 

The first appointed member of the House serves as the Legislative Chair and the 
Council is directed by law to elect one of the appointed youth members as the Youth 
Co-Chair. Representative Michael Quint, being the first appointed member of the 
House, is the Legislative Chair of the Council. The other Legislative members are 
Representative Carol Weston and Senator Lynn Bromley. At their first meeting on 
August 151

h, the Council elected Ms. Molly Feeney, of Knox, as the Youth Co-Chair. 
Ms. Feeney is a member of groups involved in civil right and peer mediation and is a 
member of her high school's Student Advisory Council. 

Appointments to the Council are for a term of two years, except that the initial 
appointments were staggered so that only half of the Council's membership will expire 
each year. Members whose terms have expired may be reappointed, provided they are 
still eligible under the age and schooling criteria set forth in the law. A table 
summarizing the current membership of the Council is included as an appendix to this 
report. 

The purposes of the Council, as set forth in the law, are to advise the Legislature on 
proposed and pending legislation, state budget expenditures and policy matters related 
to youth, advise the joint standing committees and study commissions, committees and 
task forces on issues related to youth, conduct an annual seminar each August on 
leadership, government and the Legislature, and to report annually to the Legislature. 
The Council is authorized to submit legislation and requires that the Council meet at 
least 6 times per year and conduct 2 public hearings per year on issues of importance 
to youth. 

The law also directs the Council to examine issues of importance to youth, including, 
but not limited to, education, employment, strategies to increase youth participation in 
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municipal government and State Government, safe environments for youth, substance 
abuse, emotional and physical health, foster care, poverty, homelessness and youth 
access to services on a municipal and statewide basis. 

Summary of Meetings 

The Council's first meeting, on August 15, 2002, served as both its organizational 
meeting and as the Council's first annual seminar on leadership, government and the 
Legislature. The Council was honored at their first meeting with the opportunity to 
discuss a broad range of issues with leaders of the three branches of State 
Government, including Speaker of the House, Michael Saxl, the Chief of Staff of the 
President of the Senate, Governor Angus K,ing, Attorney General Steven Rowe, Chief 
Justice Leigh Saufley and House majority Leader Patrick Colwell. The Council 
members were also provided the opportunity to tour the House and Senate Chambers 
as the guests of the Clerk of the House, Millicent McFarland, and the Secretary of the 
Senate, Pamela Cahill. 

The Council's second meeting, on September 20, 2002, focused on issues relating to 
the delivery and effectiveness of alcohol and drug abuse prevention programs for youth. 
At that meeting, the Council met with four panels comprised of individuals from the 
State's Juvenile Drug Courts, the State Office of Substance Abuse, alcohol and drug 
abuse treatment service providers and representatives of the Youth Empowerment and 
Policy Group. 

The Council also conducted public hearings on Friday, October 18, 2002 in Augusta 
and on Thursday, November 14, 2002 in Bangor. Both public hearings focused on 
soliciting public opinion on issues relating to youth-related alcohol and drug abuse 
prevention programs and services. 

The Maine Legislative Youth Advisory Council is believed to be the first Council of its 
kind in the country. Although many states, including Maine, have advisory boards and 
commissions that include youth members, Maine is apparently the first, and still the 

Legislative Youth Advisory Council 
members Hannah Pennington, Molly 

Feeney and then Representative Carol 
Weston 

only, state to have created a youth council that 
has its own statutory authority to introduce 
legislation directly to the Legislature. In that 
sense, this Council represents an historic step 
on the part of the Maine Legislature to give the 
youth of the State a direct role in setting the 
policy discussion with respect to issues of 
importance to youth. The current members of 
the Council recognize the significance of this 
charge, and are committed to fulfilling their 
obligation to the Legislature and to serving the 
Legislature as a continuing resource on youth 
issues. 
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As noted in the previous section, the President of the Senate and Speaker of the House 
of Representatives are charged with appointing the members of the Council. The 
current youth members of the Council range from 15 to 21 years of age and were 
selected from communities throughout the state. Two of the youth members are home 
schooled, six attend Maine colleges and technical schools and ten are Maine high 
school students. 

Legislative members for the term of the 120th Legislature include Representative 
Michael Quint, who serves as the Legislative Chair of the Council, Representative Carol 
Weston, and Senator Lynn Bromley. As required by statute, the Council also elected a 
youth Co-Chair from among its appointed members at its first meeting. The Youth Co­
Chair elected this year is Ms. Molly Feeney, a 16~-year-old junior from Mt. View High 
School in Thorndike. Ms. Feeney is involved in field hockey, indoor and outdoor track, 
is a member of the Civil Rights Team, the Natural Helpers and the Peer Mediators as 
well as being a member of the Student Advisory Council. Ms. Feeney is deeply 
concerned about issues facing Maine youth. 

First Meetings, August 14th and 15th, 2002 

The first meetings of the Youth Advisory Council were held on August 14th and 15th 
and consisted of an orientation, several business meetings and the convening of the 
first annual seminar on leadership, government and the Legislature. 

The first day of the meeting was held at the Maine Criminal Justice Academy in 
Vassalboro, Maine. Since it was anticipated that few of the members would know one 
another initially, a decision was made prior to the first 
meeting to include an all-day orientation session as part 
of the first meeting. The orientation session was 
facilitated by the Hurricane Island Outward Bound 
School and was extraordinarily successful in building 
strong relationships among the Council members, in 
assisting them in better understanding the purposes of 
the Council, in learning about problem solving methods, 
leadership techniques and in beginning the process of 
identifying issues that were of concern to them. 

After the orientation sessions, the Council was pleased 
to host an informal dinner later in the day for a wide 
range of invited leaders of government. Those who 
attended the dinner event included members and 

Lunch break at the Criminal 
Justice Academy meeting in 

August 

representative of Legislative leadership, members of the Children's Cabinet, the Dean 
of the Muskie School of Public Service and other state officials. 

Following the informal dinner, the Council reconvened to continue their discussion on 
issues that affect Maine youth. 
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August 15, 2002 

The second day was held at the State Capitol in Augusta. The meetings began with the 
Council receiving tours of the House and Senate Chambers from the Clerk of the 
House, Millicent McFarland and the Senate Secretary, Pamela Cahill. Following those 
tours of the House and Senate Chambers, the Council convened its first business 
meeting at 9am in the Appropriations Committee room of the State House. The first 
votes of the Council were to elect Ms. Feeney as Youth Co-Chair and to adopt their 
Committee Rules of Procedure. 

Following those votes, the Council resumed its discussion of the issues identified the 
previous day as key issues for youth in the State. That discussion included an 
opportunity to discuss the role of the press in the policy process with Selena Ricks, a 
reporter with the Portland Press Herald, and Greg Lagerquist, an anchor and reporter 
with WGME-TV. 

state Supreme Court Justice Leigh 
Saufley discussing issues with the 

Council 

At noon, the Council hosted a luncheon in the Hall of 
Flags for members of the Legislature, Constitutional 
Officers and others. Following lunch, the Council 
conducted its first press conference and announced 
the formation of the Council. The Council then 
reconvened to hear comments from several invited 
leaders of State government. Those leaders included 
Governor Angus King, Attorney General Steven 
Rowe, State Supreme Court Justice Leigh Saufley, 
Speaker of the House Mike Saxl and House Majority 
Leader Patrick Colwell. Those leaders were 
unanimous in their support for the Youth Advisory 
Council and in reiterating its importance in involving 
youth in the Legislative process. This meeting 

offered a significant opportunity for youth members of the Council to listen to and speak 
with significant leaders from all three branches of Maine government. 

After a short recess the Council returned to their discussion of issues. Co-Chair Feeney 
suggested that due to council members concern about substance abuse for Maine 
youth, the group might begin to gather information about the effectiveness and delivery 
of alcohol and substance abuse prevention programs focused on youth. This issue has 
subsequently become the issue of highest priority for the Council, and forms the basis 
for many of its recommendations in this report. 

Second Meeting, September 20, 2002 

The second meeting of the Maine Legislative Youth Advisory Council was held at the 
State House on September 20, 2002. Several preliminary issues were discussed first, 
including a brief review of the enabling legislation of the Council, a review of the terms 
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of the appointed members and a review of the Freedom of Access laws and laws 
pertaining to their roles as members of a public entity. This latter issue derived from the 
interest in some members of the Council in utilizing electronic media, such as email and 
the Internet, to communicate with youth. The Council believes that the Internet is an 
important means of communication for many youth and that it should play a key role in 
outreach and dissemination of their work. The Council considered creating a 
subcommittee to begin the planning for this effort, but chose not to move forward with 
that until more information was available about the resources required for such an effort 
and the technical issues resolved with respect to creating and maintaining a permanent 
Internet presence were better understood 

The following panel discussions comprised the majority of the discussion for the 
remainder of the day. 

Panel 1: Maine Drug Court Representatives 

Early in its discussions, the Council made a decision to focus its work in 2002 on issues 
relating to alcohol and substance abuse among youth. For that reason, the Council 
focused its first series of panel discussions on the scope of the substance abuse 
problem for Maine youth and prevention and intervention efforts across the state. 

The first panel included representatives of the Maine Juvenile Drug Court. The panel 
consisted of Justice Keith Powers, Jane Clark, Manager of the Juvenile Drug Court 
program, Linda Frazier of the Office of Substance Abuse, Brian McDougal, a juvenile 
probation officer and Christine Thibeault, a prosecutor from the District Attorney's office. 

Justice Powers informed the committee that the mission of Maine's six drug courts is to 
improve the quality of life for youth through substance abuse rehabilitation, random drug 
testing and observed accountability. He discussed the Court's process of meeting 
weekly with participating youth, their parents and guardians to discuss their successes 
and problems. Youth are rewarded for positive behavior with movie and concert tickets, 
praise and positive reinforcement. Negative behavior and substance abuse can result 
in termination from the program and incarceration for up to 7 days in a youth center. 

Jane Clark, Director of the Juvenile Drug Court discussed the referral process for youth. 
Drug court treatment managers accept referrals from the district attorney, the youth 
center, parents, physicians, schools and therapists. Each youth receives a substance 
abuse and mental health evaluation that leads to the development of an individual 
treatment plan. Drug Court staff ensures that medical care is provided, drug testing in 
some cases and home visits to youth and their families. 

Brian McDougal stated that the role of the probation officer is to ensure the public safety 
of the community and the youth. They oversee the rehabilitation plan for the young 
person and create a community of supporters. 
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Christine Thibeault represented her position as prosecutor from the District Attorneys 
office as one who represents the concerns of the community in the rehabilitation 
process. She noted that rehabilitation rarely takes place in jail and stressed the strong 
correlation between substance abuse and criminal activity. Her experience is that drug 
courts were a significant step in the right direction. She feels that the care and 
guidance offered to youth has helped them become concerned members of their 
community and was impressed with how that work strengthened families. 

Panel 2: The Maine State Office of Substance Abuse 

The second panel consisted of representatives of the State Office of Substance Abuse 
and included Kim Johnson, Director, Office of Substance Abuse, and William 
Lowenstein, Linda Williams and Joanne Ogdon. 

The presentation from OSA included an overview of research conducted by the Office 
on a wide range of issues relating to alcohol and drug abuse prevention. The Office has 
presented the following information as key points in their discussion: 

• Research shows that the State must reduce risk factors, increase protective 
factors (assets) and use multiple strategies in multiple domains; 

• OSA helps communities in prevention efforts by funding 70 grants (average 
$35k); providing statewide and regional training for prevention; initiating 
statewide programs/campaigns such as "sticker shock", Think Again, Parent 
Media Campaign; brochures/pamphlets and a lending library; 

• OSA has just received a $1 million federal grant to fund 15-30 community 
coalitions with up to $153k starting in January, 2003; 

• Funding decisions are data driven using information from school surveys, 
treatment data, and needs assessment and household surveys. 

• Results of OSA research suggest that, by grade 12, drug use by youth is: 80% 
Alcohol, 60% marijuana and tobacco, and 25% prescription drugs. 

Panel 3: Day One Representatives 

The third panel consisted of representatives of Day One, a drug and alcohol treatment 
provider in Portland. The panel included representatives of Day One, plus several 
youths in the Day One recovery program. This panel provided very compelling 
testimony from three youth in a Day One residential recovery program. One girl and 
two boys shared the stories of their addiction and their work at recovery. 

The Council heard testimony from one youth who grew up in a rural community and 
didn't know his father. His mother suffered from severe rheumatoid arthritis. He stated 
that he never felt like he fit in. He first got involved with drugs with his peers and was 
soon stealing prescription pain pills from his mother. He was in and out of jail and 
flunked out the of drug court program. He had been clean and sober for nine months at 
Day One and knew that sobriety would be a life long challenge for him. He advocated 
for more "detox" programs for youth. 
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The Council also heard from a teenage girl from a "middle class" family. Her father was 
a social worker and her mother died while the girl was in her early teens. She became 
involved in drugs at an early age in her rural community and mentioned that the DARE 
program actually gave her an early education of what drugs were available. She was 
diagnosed with clinical depression, was hospitalized three times and her drug use 
dramatically increased during her grief and depression. She has never been involved 
with the law. Her brother is also heavily involved with drugs. She was very grateful for 
the support of the Day One program and felt it was saving her life. 

The Council also heard from another young man who told of his long involvement with 
drugs and alcohol. He told the Council that drugs and alcohol were "the thing to do" in 
his community. He indicated that it had taken him a long time to realize that he was 
different from his friends because they could stop and he couldn't. He had several 

Council members listen to panel 
discussions in September. 

brushes with the law and was eventually given a choice 
by the Courts to either attend Day One or be sentenced 
to prison. He chose to attend Day One and, at the time 
he testified before the Council, had been in the 
program for nine months. He spoke highly of Day 
One's services including education, life skills, and how 
to live a structured life. He felt he was truly learning to 
take responsibility for and dealing with his issues. 

Council members considered this to be the most 
compelling panel of the day. They felt this authentic 
testimony was the most informative and expressed 
concern that there be more youth centered detox and 
treatment programs offered throughout the state. They 
also suggested that the Office of Substance Abuse 

should find a way to get information from these young people as they decide how to 
distribute their funds. 

Panel 4: Youth Policy and Empowerment Project 

The fourth panel consisted of several youth who are members of the Youth Policy and 
Empowerment project, a project of the Maine Youth Voices, administered by the 
AdCare Educational Institute. Their project is funded through the Office of Substance 
Abuse with a federal grant from the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention. The purpose of the program is to actively involve youth in reducing 
underage drinking in their communities. 

The Youth Voices groups participate in several trainings each year and meet regularly 
in their communities. Their mission is ultimately to change the norms in their community 
regarding underage drinking. 
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This particular group studied school drug and alcohol policies and contracts for athletes. 
They worked with a model developed by the Center for Global Ethics in Camden. The 
project members explained their process and said they felt they had come up with a 
good model policy for athletes. Their challenge was to implement it in schools and get 
the attention of superintendents. 

Third Meeting, October 18, 2002 

The third meeting of the Council consisted of a brief morning discussion of the key 
issues identified at its earlier meetings, followed by morning and afternoon public 
hearings. During its morning public hearing, the Council heard testimony from 
approximately 20 individuals involved in all aspect of alcohol and drug abuse prevention 
programs. A large amount of written material was also provided to the Council on those 
issues. 

The afternoon session of the public hearing utilized the Department of Education's 
interactive audio-visual distance learning sites (the ATM system) to solicit input from 
students and members of the public from locations outside of Augusta. The ATM 
system was linked to Belfast High School and Cape Elizabeth High School and provided 
the Council with the opportunity to receive public testimony from those locations. The 
Council received testimony from individuals at both locations. Testimony during the 
afternoon also focused on the effectiveness and delivery of alcohol and drug abuse 
prevention programs related to youth. 

Fourth Meeting, November 14, 2002 

The Council's November 14th meeting included a business meeting from 11 A.M. until 
2:00 P.M. and an afternoon and evening public hearing. The meeting was held at the 
Bangor Civic Center in conjunction with the 19th Annual Peer Leadership Conference. 
The Council scheduled its November meeting to coincide with the Peer Leadership 

Council member Baffett 
Littlefield listens to testimony 

Conference to allow the several hundred youths from 
around the state who attend that conference the 
opportunity to provide public testimony to the Council 
on issues pertaining to alcohol and substance abuse 
prevention programs and services. 

During the public hearings, the Council heard testimony 
from a number of youths and from other interested 
members of the public. 

In addition to the hearing, the Council also offered 
conference attendees and the public the opportunity to 
complete a short survey in which they were asked to 
indicate their priorities among a number of youth-
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related issues previously identified by the Council as issues of significant importance to 
youth.2 The survey also asked whether or not the person completing the survey had 
taken the Maine Youth Drug and Alcohol Use Survey (MYDAUS) administered 
biennially by the Office of Substance Abuse and, if they had taken that survey, whether 
or not they thought it was helpful. 

The Office of Policy and Legal Analysis compiled the survey responses on behalf of the 
Council (see Appendices for the survey summary) and found that the issues identified 
as the highest priority were, by a large margin, the issues of 1) alcohol and drug abuse, 
2) drinking and driving, 3) teen pregnancy, abortion and sexually transmitted diseases 
and 4) child abuse. The remaining issues included on the survey were identified as 
priorities by a small percentage of survey takers, and many survey takers also listed 
other issues that they thought were important. 

Sixty-seven respondents indicated that they had taken the MYDAUS survey, while 61 
indicated they had not taken the MYDAUS survey and 49 indicated they had never 
heard of the MYDAUS survey. Of those 67 who said they had taken the MYDAUS 
survey, 12 said the survey was "very useful", 36 said it was "somewhat useful" and 23 
said it was "not very useful". 

Fifth Meeting, December 2, 2002 

The Council's fifth and final meeting of 2002 was held in Augusta on Monday, 
December 2"d. The purpose of this meeting was to develop the Council's findings and 
recommendations for inclusion in this report. Prior to developing those findings and 
recommendations, the Council had a discussion with the Secretary of State, Dan 
Gwadosky, on a number of issues, which the Secretary felt, were important and likely to 
be considered by the 121 5

t Legislature in 2003. Secretary Gwadosky gave a compelling 
presentation on national and state statistics on youth fatalities in automobile crashes, 
the elements that appear to increase risks for youth drivers teen. crash statistics and an. 
overview of Maine laws pertaining to youth drivers. 
A copy of the PowerPoint slides used by Secretary 
Gwadosky in his presentation is included as an 
appendix to this report. 

Secretary Gwadosky also described several issues 
that may be considered by the 121 st Legislature and 
asked the Council for some comments on those 
issues. The issues identified were 1 ) raising the 
driving age, 2) a driving curfew, 3) a 6 month waiting 
period after obtaining a permit and applying for a 
road test, 4) a 6 month "no passenger" period and 5) 
mandatory suspensions for provisional license 
violations. 

Council member Nathanael Yellis 
listens to testimony 

2 A copy of the survey tool designed by the Council and a memo from the Office of Policy and Legal Analysis 
summarizing the survey results is included in the appendices of this report. 
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The Council greatly appreciated the Secretary's presentation and interest in soliciting 
the views of the Council. After discussing those issues with the Secretary, the Council 
expressed its general view that the best opportunity to make changes in the youth 
driving laws intended to improve safety is during the permit period, rather than placing 
additional driving restrictions on youths operating under a provisional license. The 
Council viewed difficulty with enforcement as the key reason for targeting the permit 
period for changes rather than increasing restrictions on youth licenses. 

Following Secretary Gwadosky's presentation, the Council had a discussion with Lynn 
Davey, Ph.D., KIDS COUNT Director for the Maine Children's AIJiance and Rebecca 
Matusovich with the Office of Substance Abuse on the MYDAUS survey, sampling 
statistics, survey methodology and some discussion about the manner in which other 
states survey youth populations to obtain information about alcohol and substance 
abuse patterns. 

Following those discussions, the Council discussed and expanded upon its findings and 
recommendations that can be found in this report. 

Sixth Meeting, January 14, 2003 

The Council's first meeting in the New Year began with many changes. Co-Chair Molly 
Feeney welcomed the newly appointed legislative members of the Council, 
Representative Rosaire Paradis, who will serve as the Legislative chair of the Council, 
Representative Mary Ellen Ledwin and Senator Lynn Bromley. The Council also 
welcomed two newly appointed youth members, Keith Rollins of Cheverus High School 
and Britney Dupee of Portland High School. 

The Council was pleased to meet with the new legislative 
leadership and Governor Baldacci during his first official week 
in office. Speaker of the House, Representative Patrick 
Colwell, spoke to the Council and stressed the need for youth 
involvement in state government. He also told the Council that 
he believed the House of Representatives will take the Maine 
Legislative Youth Advisory Council seriously and that the 
opinion of the Council will be important this session in such 
issues as driving, substance abuse, education and other issues 
which impact young people. He emphasized that his door was 
always open and encouraged an open line of communication. 

Senate President Beverly Daggett also addressed the Council 
and praised the Council members for their interest and 
involvement in government. She noted that the Governor 
Baldacci's had called for a youth summit in his inaugural 
speech and stated that she believed he would have the full 
support of the Legislature in that initiative. She was pleased 
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that the Council had taken up the issue of substance abuse as their first concern. She 
had read the draft of the annual report and was impressed with the depth of knowledge 
that the Council had gained. She suggested that the Council consider a workshop 
presentation on substance abuse with legislative committees. President Daggett also 
suggested that the Council consider an amendment in their annual report to add one 
more senate member to the Maine Legislative Youth Advisory Council. 

Co-Chair Molly Feeney welcomed Governor John Baldacci who noted that this was the 
first committee that he had met with as Governor. He praised the Legislative Youth 
Council for its work and emphasized the importance of everyone working together on 
youth issues. He spoke of the early planning for a youth summit and noted that he 

Governor John Baldacci 
addresses the Council in 

January 2003 

shared the Council's concern about the lack of jobs and 
opportunity for young people who want to stay in Maine. He 
suggested that the state consider new ideas such as 
student loan forgiveness for youth who come back to work 
in Maine. He also was very troubled about substance 
abuse issues facing Maine's young people. He was 
anxious to see the recommendations of the Council on 
substance abuse issues and stated that he intended to 
bring the Office of Substance Abuse (OSA) directly into the 
Governor's office. When asked by a Youth Council member 
what he intended to do for youth in the state foster care 
system, the Governor spoke of his plans to merge the 
Department of Human Services and the Bureau of 
Developmental Services into one agency and then create a 
Division of Children and Families. His vision is a service 
system, which will support children and families with 
coordinated services that meet their needs. He mentioned 

the need for youth input on driving issues and many other public policy decisions that 
impact Maine youth. He encouraged communication with his office and offered his 
support. 

After a short recess, the Council engaged in a discussion of the 
process of working with the legislature and the Governor's office 
during the upcoming session. Nathanael Yellis volunteered to 
track legislation and committee meetings and public hearings 
through the legislative web site and inform council members of his 
findings. Several Council members said they could be available to 
testify at public hearings. Billy Lane reported that he has been 
working on the Legislative Youth Advisory Council web site. 

The afternoon session was focused on a review of the final draft 
report and recommendations. The Council added two additional 
recommendations at this meeting, to include a second Senate 
member and to coordinate the terms of youth members. Following 
votes to include those two additional recommendations, the 
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Council voted unanimously to accept the final draft report. 

The group planned a press conference and presentations to the Senate and the House 
on their findings around the specific need for youth involvement in OSA, Department of 
Education and the Secretary of States office, their recommendations for improving and 
replacing the Maine Youth Drug and Alcohol Use Survey, and other recommendations 
around community based substance abuse programs. 

A substance abuse sub-committee was formed to maintain oversight of the Council 
recommendations regarding OSA and to represent the collective knowledge on issues 
related to substance abuse that the council had gathered over the past six months. A 
request was made to convene a workshop with Secretary of State Dan Gwadosky 
regarding the recommendations that he will be proposing to the legislature concerning 
young Maine drivers. The council wants to focus next on the issue of education, jobs 
and other opportunities for Maine's youth. 

LYAC Council in a National Context 

During the course of the Council's meetings in 2002, the Edmund S. Muskie School of 
Public Service undertook an effort to better understand the Maine Legislative Youth 
Advisory Council in a national context and to find out what other states have done with 
respect to establishing similar youth advisory councils or committees. In conducting 
that review, the Muskie School found that many national youth experts and policy 
makers are very interested in Maine's commitment to its young people and in the model 
of the Legislative Youth Advisory Council. Many other states felt that the Maine 
Legislative Youth Advisory Council represented an authentic youth leadership initiative 
that has the potential to not only provide a hands on learning opportunity for Maine 
youth, but also, to provide insightful feedback and direction to Maine policy makers. 

The Muskie School found generally that youth development efforts at the state and local 
level is a relatively new approach to youth work across the country. The general theory 
on which those youth development efforts are built, generally referred to as a "strengths 
based" theory, is founded on the assumption that the best way to improve the life of 
young people is to improve their community. The Muskie School found that the 
Legislative Youth Advisory Council, and its individual members, fit that theory well and 
that the youth leadership opportunities not only promote positive youth development but 
also can result in realistic, cost effective decision making for state policymakers. 

To determine what other states have done in this area, the Muskie School conducted an 
informal e-mail survey of other states to see what, if anything, they had done along 
these lines and to see if the Maine Legislative Youth Advisory Council was indeed the 
first of its type in the country. 

The responses to that survey are listed below. As these responses indicate, Maine 
appears to be the first, and so far the only, state in the nation to establish a Legislative 
Youth Advisory that consists primarily of youth members, that is permanently 
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established in statute and that has its own authority to introduce legislation. Some 
states have youth advisory boards for specific policy areas, such as workforce 
development and substance abuse, and the state of Missouri has recently created a 
Children's Cabinet comprised of 45 young people who partner with state agencies and 
meet regularly with the Governor. The Muskie School's survey showed a wide variety 
of approaches to formalizing youth input into the policy-making process and the process 
has provided the Council with an important first step in connecting its own activities to 
those taking place in other states. 

Table 1. Responses from Other States to an Informal Poll by the Muskie School 
on Youth Related Activities 

STATE 

Alabama 

Alaska 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

California 

Colorado 
Connecticut 

Delaware 
Florida 

Georgia 

Hawaii 
Idaho 
Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas 
Kentucky 

Louisiana 
Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Doe• your •tate have a Youth Lealalatlve 
Advlaory CounoU? 

No 

No - Som c teachers and students visit the 
State House 

No 

No- Governors Youth Board to develop drug 
free you tb 

No - Various local youth boards, no state 
legislative board 

No 
No 

No 
No- Mock Legislature when not in session 

No- Mock Legislature when not in session 

No 
No 
No - State Youth Council for Workforce 
Development-advise on youth education and 
workforce development. 

No- Youth Development Study Commission 
-collects data and provide recommendations 
to general assembly on issues relative to 
youth development regarding advocacy, 
service leadership and philanthropy 

Yes - SIYAC - State of Iowa Youth Action 
Committee - One year appointment for 23 
youth to interact with state policy makers, 
program of the Governor's Office of Drug 
Control Policy 

No 
No 

No 
Yes - Maine Legislative Youth Advisory 
Council (MLYAC) 

No 

No 

No 

No - Some efforts to create an Office of Youth 
Policy in a state agency 

No- Just Girl's State and Boy's State 

STATE 

Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

Doea your •tate have a Youth Leelalatlve 
Advlaory Council? 
No - Have considered establishing one -
wants information 

No - Warner Institute for Education and 
Democracy-internet learning tool about 
legislature for teachers and students 

No - Governors Youth Advisory Board meets 
four times per year to advise on celibacy. 

New Hampshire No 

New Jersey 

New Mexico 
New York 

North Carolina 
North Dakota 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 
Oregon 
Pennsylvania 

Rhode Island 

No 

No 
No- New York States Youth Leadership and 
Services Council. Goal to link networks 
together to increase cooperation among 
organizations to mutually promote positive 
youth development 

No 
No 

No 

No 
No 
No 

No - Mock House and Senate day for 
students 

South Carolina No - Department of Education Youth 
Advisory Committee for Safe Schools, some 
youth on Juvenile Justice Board 

South Dakota No 
Tennessee No - Youth on State Board of Education, 

Texas 
Utah 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Washington 

West Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Regents 

No 
Yes- Governor's Youth Council- Operates in 
Division of Substance Abuse 

No - Two students on State Board of 
Education 

No - Three youth m em hers on Juvenile 
Justice Board 

Yes - Student Lobby, College student page 
program 

No 

No- Students on State Board of Education 
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Findings and Recommendations 

Issue 1: Youth involvement in planning and policy development on youth-related 
matters. 

Discussion 

The Council's discussions during its first six months of existence focused primarily on 
the State's role in youth-related alcohol and drug abuse prevention programs. Those 
discussions primarily involved in-depth discussions with the State's Office of Substance 
Abuse (OSA), which is the single state administrative authority responsible for the 
planning, development, implementation, regulation, and evaluation of substance abuse 
services. In that role, OSA is also the principal agent of the State in terms of tracking 
alcohol and drug use among youth and funding youth-related alcohol and drug abuse 
prevention programs and service providers. 

During its discussions with OSA, the Council learned that OSA's program planning and 
evaluation procedures were being conducted without the benefit of any significant input 
from youth.3 The need for that youth input in the planning and development phase of 
OSA's programs, however, became demonstrably clear to the Council during its review 
of OSA's Maine Youth Drug and Alcohol Use Survey (MYDAUS). In reviewing that 
survey, which is administered biennially in high schools throughout Maine, the Council 
found several clear areas in which the accuracy, cost-effectiveness and efficiency of the 
survey could improve significantly if the planning process included youth input and 
review. OSA clearly supported that concept during its discussions with the Council and 
indicated that efforts to involve youth had taken place in previous years, but that 
resources within the office and other factors prevented the office from formalizing that 
input in any meaningful way. 

In addition to the obvious benefits from youth involvement with OSA's planning process, 
the Council also learned during its meeting with Secretary of State Dan Gwadosky that 
the Secretary's "Young Drivers Task Force", which developed sweeping changes to the 
youth driving laws in 1998 and 2000, did not include any youth members and did not 
benefit from the attendance of any youth at meetings of the Task Force. The Council 
applauds the Secretary of State for his work in this area and for reaching out to the 
Council for input into additional changes under consideration for the 121st Legislature. 
The Council shares the Secretary's observation that youth involvement in that process 
would be significant. 

The Council found it significant that neither of these agencies, OSA or the Secretary of 
State's Office, had benefited from youth input in the development of programs and laws 
that significantly affected youth nor had they established any formal internal processes 
for seeking and obtaining that input from youth when considering policy changes. In 
many instances, efforts were made to solicit input from youth, but for a number of 

3 OSA does report that its teams for reviewing bids from local providers of prevention services do "frequently" 
include some youth members. 
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reasons those efforts have not resulted in meaningful youth input. For those reasons, 
the Council believes that the creation of a process to help those agencies obtain youth 
input at the planning stage or during policy development is critical. 

For these reasons, the Council makes the following finding and recommendations 
regarding youth involvement in planning and policy development on youth-related 
matters: 

Finding. The Council finds that, in its experience to date, agencies which are charged 
with developing programs and policies that directly affect youth appear to have few, if 
any, formal procedures for obtaining youth input when developing those programs and 
policies and have historically had little or no youth involvement in the development of 
those programs and policies. The Council finds that State agencies charged with 
planning, implementing or enforcing programs or policies that specifically affect youth 
should include a process for seeking and obtaining youth input. 

Recommendations 

The Council recommends that the Legislature initiate a process that will 
lead to the creation of a Youth Advisory Committee within the Executive 
Branch to serve as a resource for state agencies charged with developing, 
implementing or enforcing programs, policies or laws that apply 
specifically to youth. The Council further recommends that the Director of 
the Office of Substance Abuse, the Secretary of State and the 
Commissioner of Education be tasked with developing recommendations 
on the structure, function and operations of that Committee and that those 
agencies jointly report .their recommendations to the Council in the fall of 
2003. 

The Council has created a 3-member subcommittee of youth members of 
the Council to begin immediately to work with OSA, the Secretary of State 
and the Commissioner of Education on matters pertaining to youth input 
into agency policy making on matters affecting youth and to assist in the 
development of the Youth Advisory Committee. 

Issue 2: The Maine Youth Drug and Alcohol Abuse Survey (MYDAUS) 

Discussion 

The Office of Substance Abuse (OSA) presented information to the Council showing 
that its budget for prevention program funding is approximately $8.36 million annually, 
of which approximately 75% ($6.3 million) is awarded by OSA to local prevention 
providers.4 The $8.36 million in funding is a mix of state and federal dollars, with 
approximately $1.1 million coming from State appropriations and $7.26 million from 

4 Based on information provided by the Office of Substance Abuse. 
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federal funding.5 The OSA uses a biennial survey tool, the Maine Youth Drug and 
Alcohol Use Survey (MYDAUS), to assess the need for drug and alcohol prevention 
services and to analyze substance abuse patterns in the State. The results from the 
MYDAUS survey play an important role in the process leading to the distribution of 
funding to local programs through OSA's local grant programs by helping the State to 
identify where the needs are, and in helping the grant applicants justify their needs in 
their local areas. Although OSA uses other factors in addition to the survey data in 
making grant award decisions, the survey data is nonetheless an important element in 
decisions about how and where OSA spends its scarce prevention dollars. OSA also 
reported that the costs of administering the MYDAUS survey range between $130,000 
to $150,000 biennially. 

The youth members of the Council began their discussion of the MYDAUS survey with 
the unique perspective of being part of the target population of the survey (youth) and 
therefore having direct and recent experience with completing the survey questionnaire. 
Although the Council recognizes the importance to the State of data on drug and 
alcohol abuse in making decisions about funding prevention programs, the Council also 
has concerns about the survey tool and the methodology by which the survey is 
administered. Specifically, the Council feels that the survey tool is too long (137 
questions) to retain the attention of most youths, that the organization of the survey 
leads to frustrations that affect how seriously youth take the exercise and that the "self­
selected" manner in which the survey is administered introduces biases into the results 
that affect the overall accuracy of the survey. For example, the survey population does 
not include home-schooled students or students who have dropped out of school for 
whatever reason. In addition, the youth who do complete the survey constitute a "self 
selected sample", a process that introduces a statistical bias into the results that would 
be absent if the survey were administered using a stratified random sampling 
methodology. 

The Council spent a considerable amount of time discussing the MYDAUS survey with 
OSA, including several discussions about options to the current procedures, and 
understands that the survey tool and methodology currently used by OSA are the result 
of many factors, some of which may not be entirely within the control of OSA. 
Nevertheless, the Council is not convinced that the current survey tool and survey 
methodology used by OSA return the most reliable results or represent the most cost­
effective use of the funds budgeted for a survey. The Council believes that OSA's 
experience in its 2002 survey, in which approximately 1 0,000 completed surveys were 
discarded for one reason or other (approximately one out of every five surveys 
completed), makes the point that significant changes are needed in the process to 
provide more reliable results and to improve its cost effectiveness.6 

5 OSA reports that approximately half of its federal funding is expected to run out by 2005. 
6 OSA reports that of the 58,838 surveys "scanned" by the office in its 2002 survey, 2000 surveys were discarded for 
failing the honesty profile. An additional 7,000 to 8,000 surveys were discarded because they were not scannable 
for a variety of reasons (they were wrinkled, not filled out with #2 pencils, etc). The percent of discarded and 
unscannable surveys in 2002 is reported by OSA to be consistent with its experience from previous years. 
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Although the Council has not conducted a thorough review of how other states are 
collecting similar data, it has reviewed the process used by Washington State and 
believes that the Washington State model addresses many of the Council's concerns 
about the process used in Maine. The Washington State "Healthy Youth Survey" 
utilizes a random sampling process that collects detailed information on health risk 
behaviors from a student population that is roughly five times that of Maine for a cost 
that is approximately the same as the MYSDAUS survey in Maine. The information in 
Washington State is collected through a random sample of approximately 20,000 
students statewide at a cost of $150,000, and provides not only statistically valid 
information on statewide use, but also provides detailed information to schools selected 
to participate in the random sample. The Washington State model includes an option 
for local school districts that are not among those randomly selected to participate for 
the survey to "opt in" to the process for a cost of $1.15 per student. 

The Council believes that the Washington State model offers potentially significant 
benefits to Maine over the existing MYDAUS survey and should be reviewed in more 
detail by the OSA. A summary of the Washington State "Healthy Youth Survey" is 
included as an appendix to this report. 

For these reasons, the Council makes the following finding and recommendation 
regarding the Maine Youth Drug and Alcohol Use Survey: 

Finding. The Council finds that it is of critical importance that information collected by 
the Office of Substance Abuse on drug and alcohol use among youth be based on a 
survey instrument that is appropriate for youth, that is developed with youth input, that 
samples from populations that include youth who attend public and private schools, 
home-schooled students and youth who attend school infrequently or have dropped out 
of school, that utilizes a random sampling process to produce statistically valid results at 
the state and local level and that provides the best information possible within available 
resources. 

Recommendation. The Legislative Youth Advisory Council recommends 
that the Office of Substance Abuse review its procedures for collecting 
information on drug and alcohol use among youth, including a review of 
Washington State's /{Healthy Youth Survey': and report back to the 
Legislative Youth Advisory Council in the fall of 2003 with 
recommendations on the following issues: 

1. Options to the existing MYDAUS survey tool that include a more 
appropriate survey tool and a methodology that is based on random 
sampling methodology that provides statistically valid data at the state 
level and within participating local school districts; and 

2. Expanding the target population of the survey to include not only 
students who attend school, but also home-schooled students and 
youth who attend school infrequently or have dropped out of school. 
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In preparing these recommendations, the OSA must meet with and 
consider the advice of a subcommittee of the Council created for that 
purpose and must, to the extent possible, seek out other youths to 
participate in the development of these recommendations. 
Recommendations provided by OSA must include estimates of the costs 
anticipated to implement its recommendations. 

Issue 3: Teacher training and agency coordination in the survey process 

Discussion 

The Council heard a substantial amount of testimony, primarily from youth, on the 
apparent lack of training for teachers and other school administrators who are asked to 
administer the Maine Youth Drug and Alcohol Use Survey (MYDAUS) in the schools. 
Although the testimony provided on this point was somewhat anecdotal, several youth 
members of the Council agreed, based on their own experience, that teacher training 
and preparation for the MYDAUS survey was inadequate. Specific comments received 
by the Council included observations that teachers were unprepared to answer student 
questions about the survey, that too little time was provided to complete the survey, that 
little or no notice was given to teachers with respect to when the survey needed to be 
administered and that procedures for administering the survey often appeared 
disorganized. It was also noted that these factors often contributed to lessening the 
students' interest in taking the survey seriously and that the short notice sometime 
disrupted the classroom schedule for the day, since the survey needed to be 
"squeezed" into an otherwise full schedule. 

The Council recognizes that the administering the OSA survey in schools requires a 
high degree of coordination and cooperation among the Office of Substance Abuse, the 
Department of Education and the local school districts. The Council also recognizes the 
organizational challenges such coordination presents to OSA, as the agency most 
directly responsible for the survey. The Council also feels strongly, however, that such 
coordination is essential to the proper administration of MYDAUS, or any successor 
survey instrument. 

For these reasons, the Council makes the following finding and recommendation 
regarding teacher training and agency coordination in the survey process: 

Finding. The Council finds that the effectiveness of the MYDAUS survey, as presently 
administered, or any successor survey, could be improved with additional training for 
teachers and others who administer the survey instrument and with improved 
coordination among the OSA, the Department of Education and local school districts. 

Recommendation. The Legislative Youth Advisory Council recommends 
that the Office of Substance Abuse review its procedures for preparing 
and training teachers and others who administer the MYDAUS survey in 
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the schools to ensure that all persons administering the survey are 
adequately prepared to perform that task. The Council also recommends 
that the Director of the Office of Substance Abuse, the Commissioner of 
Education and appropriate representatives of local school districts develop 
a plan for training and coordinating the administration of the 2004 
MYDAUS survey, or any successor survey, and present that plan to the 
Council in the fall of 2003. 

Issue 4: Ensuring that prevention grants to local providers are awarded based on 
demonstrated need and demonstrated program effectiveness 

Discussion 

The Council benefited considerably from testimony and discussions with a wide range 
of local drug and alcohol abuse prevention program and service providers. Much of the 
testimony and discussion was compelling and provided the Council an opportunity to 
better understand the issues facing local prevention providers and the importance to 
those providers of grants received from the State through the Office of Substance 
Abuse (OSA). 

Although the Council did not undertake a thorough review of the process used by OSA 
to solicit grant proposals and award grants, there was conflicting testimony about that 
process and concern from some Council members that certain criteria, particularly 
demonstrated local need and demonstrated program effectiveness, were not significant 
factors in the grant award process. The Council feels strongly that priority for the limited 
funds available to the State for local grants should go to programs that have the highest 
demonstrated effectiveness in addressing the areas of greatest need. Although 
individual Council members have varied opinions about the effectiveness of various 
prevention programs, the Council was not presented with any information that 
objectively evaluated the effectiveness of those various programs. The Council feels 
strongly that, as funds for local prevention grants diminish in the coming years, local 
programs should be carefully evaluated during the grant process and that the criteria for 
awarding grants should include a demonstration of program effectiveness and a 
demonstration of the need so that funds can be directed to those programs that are 
most effective. 

The Council is not prepared at this time to find that the grant award process used by 
OSA is in need of significant change, but for the above reasons the Council is making 
the following finding and recommendation to initiate a process to better understand the 
extent to which prevention grants to local providers are awarded based on 
demonstrated need and demonstrated program effectiveness: 

Finding. The Council finds that it is of critical importance that the limited amount of 
state and federal dollars available for youth-related drug and alcohol use prevention 
programs be awarded based on demonstrated need and demonstrated program 
effectiveness. 
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Recommendation. The Legislative Youth Advisory Council recommends 
that the Office of Substance Abuse review its procedures for awarding 
grants for youth-related drug and alcohol abuse prevention programs and 
services to ensure that those grants are being awarded to programs with 
the highest demonstrated level of effectiveness and in those areas of the 
state having the highest demonstrated need. The Council further 
recommends that the Office report the findings of its review of those 
matters to the Legislative Youth Advisory Council in the fall of 2003. 

Issue 5: Prevention programs are the most cost-effective way of reducing 
substance abuse among youth 

Discussion 

Throughout the summer and fall of 2002, the Council had the opportunity to meet with 
many agencies, organizations and individuals involved in all aspects of drug and alcohol 
abuse among youth and to discuss many aspects of their work and their results. Those 
meetings included discussions with several representatives of the judicial branch who 
are directly involved in the Maine Juvenile Drug Court, a number of agencies providing 
treatment to youths with substance abuse problems and organizations and individuals 
involved in substance abuse prevention programs. 

The Council found that those discussions confirmed their belief that programs that focus 
on preventing substance abuse are the most effective way for the State to reduce 
substance abuse among youth. Substance abuse treatment programs are an essential 
component of serving those youth who have already developed substance abuse 
problems, and must continue to be funded, however, the Council feels strongly that the 
best opportunity for the State to have the most impact on reducing substance abuse 
among youth is to place a strong emphasis on finding and funding effective substance 
abuse prevention programs. 

For these reasons, the Council makes the following finding and recommendation 
regarding prevention programs: 

Finding. The Council finds that effective programs directed at preventing drug and 
alcohol abuse among youth are the most cost effective way to reduce the problem of 
substance abuse among youth. Continued funding for those programs is critical and 
should not be reduced. Although the Council is still collecting information on prevention 
programs in the State, the Council is unanimous in its belief that prevention is the most 
effective focus of state and local dollars spent on youth-related substance abuse 
programs and services. 

Recommendation. The Legislative Youth Advisory Council encourages 
the Office of Substance Abuse to continue to work with the Council in 
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collecting information on prevention providers and in developing a process 
to evaluate the effectiveness of those prevention programs. 

Issue 6: Incorporating an alcohol and drug policy for student athletes into the 
Learning Results 

Discussion 

In June of 2001, the AdCare Educational Institute was awarded a grant from the Office 
of Substance Abuse (OSA) that funded the creation of a youth group charged with 
developing recommendations on school drug and alcohol policies. The youth group 
created through this grant, which was subsequently named the Youth Policy and 
Empowerment Project, issued a report in 2001 on general school alcohol and drug 
policies and a second report in 2002 focused more specifically on recommendations for 
a school alcohol and drug policy for student athletes. 

The Council feels that the alcohol and drug policy for student athletes proposed by the 
Youth Policy and Empowerment Project in their 2002 represents an excellent model for 
a code of conduct among student athletes. The Council is not aware of any content 
standards within the Learning Results that offers the clarity of those recommendations, 
and believes that the Learning Results should be amended in a way that incorporates 
the principles of those recommendations into the Learning Results. A copy of the 2002 
report of the Youth Policy and Empowerment Project is included as an appendix to this 
report. 

For these reasons, the Council makes the following finding and recommendation 
regarding alcohol and drug policies for student athletes: 

Finding. The Council finds that the policies proposed by the Youth Policy and 
Empowerment Project regarding the alcohol and drug policy for student athletes set 
clear and reasonable standards of conduct for student athletes and should be 
incorporated in the Learning Results. 

Recommendation. The Legislative Youth Advisory Council recommends 
that the Legislature amend the laws governing the statewide system of 
learning results to incorporate the principles of those alcohol and drug use 
policies pertaining to student athletes proposed by the Youth Policy and 
Empowerment Project within the content standard pertaining to health and 
physical education. We further recommend that the code of conduct for 
student athletes incorporated into the learning results be substantially 
similar to the code of conduct for student athletes proposed by Youth 
Empowerment Project. 
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Issue 7: Project Alert as an alternative to DARE 

Discussion 

The Council heard a variety of testimony during its meetings in 2002 regarding the 
effectiveness of the "Drug Abuse Resistance Education" (DARE) program offered in 
Maine schools through the Maine State Police. Several members of the Council, having 
completed the DARE program themselves, were also of differing opinions about the 
program's effectiveness. 

Although the Council did not investigate in extensive detail how the DARE program was 
evaluated and what those evaluations showed, several members of the Council feel that 
at least one program, the "Project ALERT" program, may be a more effective option 
than DARE in furthering the goals of alcohol and drug abuse prevention. 

Project ALERT is a model program that is offered nationally and is funded by the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Service's Center for Substance Abuse Prevention. 
Project ALERT is a research-based drug prevention program for middle grade students, 
grades 6, 7 and 8; that is designed to be taught in 14 class sessions over a two-year 
period. According to the Project ALERT website (http://www.projectalert.best.org) more 
than 20,000 teachers in a quarter of the nation's school districts have participated in the 
program.7 The goal of the program is to reduce both the initiation of drug use and the 
transition to regular use. It focuses on the substances that adolescents are most likely 
to use first and most widely: alcohol, tobacco, marijuana and inhalants. The program 
offers a substantive teacher training component that is designed to help educators fully 
understand the content, process and goals of Project ALERT, successfully demonstrate 
key activities in the curriculum, motivate the implementation of Project ALERT with 
fidelity and increase confidence in ability to teach the curriculum. Project ALERT 
training is intended for middle grade core teachers and anyone else directly 
implementing the curriculum in the classroom or who has oversight responsibility. 

A copy of the Project ALERT brochure, which was downloaded from the Project ALERT 
website, is included as an appendix to this report. 

For these reasons, the Council makes the following finding and recommendation with 
respect to considering alternatives to DARE: 

Finding. The Council finds that alternatives to the "Drug Abuse Resistance Education" 
(DARE) program offered through the Maine State Police are worth exploring, given 
some concerns about the effectiveness of the DARE program itself. The Council is not 
finding that DARE is ineffective, but that other alternatives should be supported and 
their effectiveness as an alternative to DARE be evaluated. The Council finds that the 
Project ALERT program offered through the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services is one option worthy of careful consideration as an option to the DARE 
program. 

7 Information on the use of this program in Maine was not available at the time this report was prepared. 

Page 25 



First Annual Report of the Legislative Youth Advisory Council 

Recommendation. The Legislative Youth Advisory Council recommends 
that the Department of Education investigate the Project ALERT program, 
or other similar programs, as an option to the DARE program in Maine 
schools. A teacher-training program is an important part of any option 
considered by the Department. The Council further recommends that 
such options be available statewide through the Learning Results as an 
alternative to the "Drug Abuse Resistance Education" (DARE) program 
offered through the Maine State Police and be updated regularly to ensure 
that the content is current. The Commissioner of Education shall report its 
progress on this matter to the Council in the fall of 2003. 

Issue 8: Changes in membership and terms 

Discussion 

The Council on several occasions discussed several options for changing the 
membership of the Council and amending the terms of Council members in a way that 
would make the process more inclusive and more efficient. As currently constituted, for 
example, the Council includes two members of the House of Representatives, but only 
one member of the Senate. The Council voted unanimously at its meeting on January 
14, 2003 to introduce emergency legislation that adds a second Senate member to the 
Council to balance membership from both chambers of the Legislature. The Council 
also voted to "rotate" the legislative chair position between the House and Senate 
members every two years. In addition to these changes in membership and 
determination of legislative chair, the Council also voted to revise the expiration dates of 
current youth members in a way that will greatly simplify the appointment process and 
provide for more consistency within the Council membership. As shown in Appendix F, 
the current expiration dates for the terms of the youth members are scattered 
throughout the year. The Council addressed this by voting to have the terms of all 
current youth members whose terms expire sometime in 2003 to expire on August 30, 
2003 and to have the terms of all youth members whose terms expire sometime in 2004 
to expire on August 30, 2004. This would maintain the staggered terms established by 
the Legislature when it created the Council, but would provide a much greater degree of 
consistency in membership on the Council. 

Finding. The Council finds that the legislative membership of the Council should 
consist of two members of the House of Representatives and two members of the 
Senate and that the position of legislative chair should rotate between the House and 
Senate members every two years. The Council also finds that the expiration dates for 
the terms of the youth members should be adjusted so that the terms of half of the 
youth members expire on August 301

h of each year. 

Recommendation. The Legislative Youth Advisory Council recommends 
that the Legislature quickly adopt emergency legislation proposed by the 
Council to add a second Senate member to the Council and to adjust the 

Page26 



First Annual Report of the Legislative Youth Advisory Council 

terms of the existing youth members to provide greater consistency in 
membership and simplicity in the appointment process. 
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The law creating the Legislative Youth Advisory Council 
(Enacted by PL 2001, c. 439, Part PPPP) 

Text of Title 3, section 168-A: 

§168-A. Legislative Youth Advisory Council 

There is established the Legislative Youth Advisory Council, referred to in 
this section as the "council." 

1. Duties. The council shall perform the following duties: 

A. Advise the Legislature, the President of the Senate and the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives on proposed and pending 
legislation, state budget expenditures and policy matters related to 
youth; 

B. Advise the joint standing committees of the Legislature and study 
commissions, committees and task forces regarding issues related to 
youth; 

C. Conduct an annual seminar each August for its members regarding 
leadership, government and the Legislature, to which Legislators must 
be invited; 

D. Meet at least 6 times per year and conduct 2 public hearings per 
year on issues of importance to youth; and 

E. Publish an annual report of its activities and present the report to 
the Legislature by February 15th of each year. The council may submit 
legislation to the Legislature. 

2. Jurisdiction. The council shall examine issues of importance to 
youth, including, but not limited to, education, employment, strategies to 
increase youth participation in municipal government and State Government, 
safe environments for youth, substance abuse, emotional and physical 
health, foster care, poverty, homelessness and youth access to services on 
municipal and statewide bases. 

3. Membership. The council consists of 21 voting members and 5 
nonvoting members who are Maine residents in accordance with this 
subsection. In appointing members, the appointing authorities shall consider 
geographic distribution and shall appoint at least one member from each of 
the 3 service regions of the Department of Human Services. Members shall 
serve for terms of 2 years and, if eligible, may be reappointed for subsequent 
2-year terms, except that the appointing authorities shall appoint 1/2 of the 
members first appointed to the council to terms of one year. 
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The law creating the Legislative Youth Advisory Council 
(Enacted by PL 2001, c. 439, Part PPPP) 

A. The President of the Senate shall appoint 10 members as follows: 

(1) Six youths who are students in secondary schools or who 
are enrolled in programs that lead to a secondary school 
diploma or certificate of attendance or a general equivalency 
diploma; 

(2) One youth who is enrolled in an equivalent instruction 
program under Title 20-A, chapter 211, subchapter 1-A; 

(3) Two students at postsecondary educational institutions 
located in the State; and 

(4) One member of the Senate whose term coincides with the 
term of office in the Senate. 

B. The Speaker of the House shall appoint 11 members as follows: 

(1) Six youths who are students in secondary schools or who 
are enrolled in programs that lead to a secondary school 
diploma or certificate of attendance or a general equivalency 
diploma; 

(2) One youth who is enrolled in an equivalent instruction 
program under Title 20-A, chapter 211, subchapter 1-A; 

(3) Two students at postsecondary educational institutions 
located within the State; and 

(4) Two members of the House of Representatives whose 
terms coincide with their terms of office in the House of 
Representatives. 

C. The members of the Children's Cabinet, established pursuant to 
Title 5, section 19131, serve ex officio and may not vote. 

4. Chairs. At the first meeting of each calendar year, the members shall 
elect one of their youth members to serve as cochair for a term of one year. 
The member of the House of Representatives who is the first appointed by 
the Speaker shall serve as cochair. 

5. Cooperation with Department of Education. The council shall work 
cooperatively with the Department of Education on the integration of council 
experience into the learning results standards in student service and career 
preparation. 
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The law creating the Legislative Youth Advisory Council 
(Enacted by PL 2001, c. 439, Part PPPP) 

6. Priorities. The council shall set priorities and shall determine the 
function of subcommittees, standards of conduct, process, procedures and 
the use of technology to convene meetings. Council members shall review 
and consider the procedures and rules used by the Legislature as they may 
be appropriate for use as models for the council. 

7. Communication. The council may provide testimony on legislation 
pending before the Legislature. 

8. Compensation. Members of the council who are Legislators are 
entitled to the legislative per diem and to reimbursement of reasonable 
expenses incurred in order to serve on the council as provided in Title 5, 
section 12004-1, subsection 54-C. All other members who are not otherwise 
reimbursed for their service on the council are entitled to compensation for 
reasonable expenses incurred in order to serve on the council as provided in 
Title 5, section 12004-1, subsection 54-C. 

9. Freedom of access. Meetings of the council are public meetings and 
all records of the council are public records as defined by Title 1, section 402, 
subsection 3. 

10. Staff. The Office of Policy and Legal Analysis and the Edmund S. 
Muskie School of Public Service shall provide staff assistance to the council. 

Sec. PPPP-2. 5 MRSA §12004-1, sub-§54-C is enacted to read: 

54-C. 
MRSA 
Legislature 

Legislative 

YouthPer Diem 
Advisory 
Council 

Legislative 

§168-A 
and Expenses 
for Legis­
lators and 
Expenses Only 
for Certain 
Members 

3 

Sec. PPPP-3. Appropriation. The following funds are appropriated from 
the General Fund to carry out the purposes of this Part. 

2002-03 

LEGISLATURE 

Legislature 
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The law creating the Legislative Youth Advisory Council 
(Enacted by PL 2001, c. 439, Part PPPP) 

Personal Services $11,660 
All Other 

Provides funds for the per 
diem and expenses of 
legislative members and other 
eligible members of the 
Legislative Youth Advisory 
Council, to hold public 
hearings, to hold an annual 
seminar and for printing and 
miscellaneous costs. 

LEGISLATURE 
TOTAL 

4 

36,200 

$47,860 
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Maine's Newest 
Drivers at Risk 

Dan A. Gwadosky 

Maine Secretary of State 

While 16-24 year olds repre.sent only 11% of Malne1s 
population, they accounted for 26% of Maine 
hospitalizations during the period 1998-2001. 

- 1,206 hospitalizations (441 with head injuries) 

- 7,245 patient days 

- $23.6 million dollars in hospital charges alone 

Maine 16-24 year olds were 2.4 times more likely to 
be hospitalized for a motor vehicle traffic crash than 
other Maine residents 

- Maine 16-24 year olds represented 33% of all 
Maine residents hospitalized with a head Injury 
during a motor vehicle crash 
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Toll!* 

• Every 7 days a teen-ager is 
killed in a car crash in Maine 

• Every 7 days 60 teen-agers are 
injured in car crashes in Maine 
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• Changing the way we think about events, and 
the words we use to describe them, affects 
the way we behave 

• Continued use of the word "accident" fosters 
the idea that these events are outside of 
human influence or control 

• These events and resulting deaths and 
injuries are not an unavoidable part of life but 
perhaps predictable results of the law of 
physics 
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Why Is Driving More Darioi~bJ •• : c< 
for Younger Drivers? ··· · .,,. 

• Inexperience 

• Risk-taking behavior 

• Greater risk exposure: 

- Night driving 

-Teen passengers 

• Rural roads ... older cws 

Nearly half of the fatal crashes were single 
vehicle crashes 

• 55 percent of all teenage motor vehicle deaths 
occur between Friday night and Sunday night 

• 41 percent of fatal crashes involving teen· 
agars occur at night (between 9:00 p.m. and 
6:00a.m.) 

• Two out of three teen-agers killed in motor 
vehicle crashes are males 

lour.:.: NHTIA 

• Car crashes continue to be the biggest killer of 
Maine's teen-agers despite new laws designed 
to make it tougher for young people to get their 
driver's licenses 

• If you are a teen-ager in Maine, you are four 
times more likely to die in a car crash than your 
parents. More likely to die in a crash than to die 
from illness, suicide, natural disaster, shooting 
or drugs 

• The crash is likely to be your fault, or your 
friend's 

National Teen Crash Statl~tl~$1( '·· 

• In 1997, over 60 percent of youth (16·20) 
who died in passenger vehicle crashes 
were not wearing seat belts 

• In the last decade, over 68,000 teens 
have died in car crashes 

• 65 percent of teen passenger deaths 
occur when another teen-ager is driving 

SOLNU: NHTU 

Teen Crash Statl;iiris · 

h.u.m 
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Source: NHTSA 

• Excessive speed, running off the road and 
alcohol are the most common causes 

• 16-24 year olds make up 12.5 percent of 
Maine's 920,000 drivers, but account for nearly 
1/3 of of crashes Involving death or injury 

- 1999 - 45 teen-agers died in car crashes 

- 2000 • 40 teen-agers died in car crashes 

- 2001 • 38 teen-agers died In car crashes 

- 2002 • 55 teen-agers died in car crashes• 
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Maine Laws 

• In 1998, the Maine Legislature adopted 
recommendation from the Young Driver Task 
Force 

- Driver education required for anyone under 
18 years of age seeking license (previously 
17) 

- 35 hours of driving time must be completed 
with licensed driver at least 20 years old 
(preferably parent) before requesting road 
test (5 hours of night driving) 

Maine Laws 

More driving time during driver education. Up 
from 6 hours to 10 hours of behind the wheel 
time 

• Road test has been lengthened and seeks a 
better demonstration of driving skills 

Next Steps? 

• Raising the driving age? 

• A driving curfew (midnight-5:00a.m.) for teen­
agers? 

• 6 month walling period after obtaining a permit 
and applying for a road test or 6 month no 
passenger period? 

• Mandatory suspensions for provisional license 
violations/Revert to permit status? 

• Primary seat belt law 

• Cell phone ban 

• ; . 

Maine Laws 

- Drivers under 21 have a provisional 
license. Any moving violation within first 
2 years of receiving license and license 
may be suspended (previously 1 year) 

• 1st offense 60 day suspension (previously 30) 
• 2nd offense 90 day suspension (previously 

60) 
• 3rd offense 120 days (previously 90) 

• In 2000, the Maine Legislature adopted a 
law limiting passengers for the first 90 days 
a new driver has a license 

- Teens can only drive with family members or 
licensed adults for the first 90 days 

- Dealgned to eliminate distractions from friends 
and encourage parental involvement 

- This haa worked In other states. California saw a 
5 percent reduction In crashes among drivers 15 • 
17 years old 

"You can't just hand your teen-ager a 
license and expect him to come home 
alive." 

·Lee Cunningham, father of 13-yeer-<J/d Jared 
Cunningham, who died as a passenger in a car driven by 
another teen-ager 

louR4: VIA Online 
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• Communication I Be an example 

• Limit the number of passengers in the car 

• Insist on seatbelts 

• Limit driving during high-risk times 

Take a "no tolerance" stance on drugs and 
alcohol 

• Consider a safe driving contract 

- www.state.me.us/sos/news/youngdriver.htm 

• Driving a car must be a lifelong learning 
process. 

• Technology changes, environmental changes 
and society changes demand an ever changing 
driver. 

Begin discussions early ·even before teens are 
eligible for a license 

Consistent discussions early can lead to better 
. decision-making by teens when faced with 

difficult choices 

• Laws, educational programs and lessons 
learned at home must come together at that 
one crucial moment when a teen (and just as 
often an adult) considers the circumstances, 
recognizes the risks and communicates that 
they do not want to get in the car or behind the 
wheel. 

Maine's Newest 
Drivers at Risk 

Dan A. Gwadosky 

Maine secretary of state 
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PROJECT ALERT 
Project ALERT is a drug prevention curriculum for middle school 

students (11 to 14 years old), which dramatically reduces both the onset 

of substance abuse and their regular use. The 2-year, 14-lesson program 

focuses on the substances that adolescents are most likely to use: alcohol, 

tobacco, marijuana, and inhalants. Project ALERT uses participatory 

activities and videos to help: 

m Motivate adolescents against drug use 

m Teach adolescents the skills and strategies needed to resist 

prodrug pressures 

111 Establish nondrug-using norms 

Guided classroom discussions and small group activities stimulate peer 

interaction and challenge student beliefs and perceptions, while intensive 

role-playing activities help students learn and master resistance skills. 

Homework assignments that also involve parents extend the learning 

process by facilitating parent-child discussions of drugs and how to resist 

using them. These lessons are reinforced through videos that model 

appropriate behavior. 

TARGET POPULATION 
Project ALERT is highly effective with middle school adolescents, 11 to 14 

years, from widely diverse backgrounds and communities. The program 

has proved successful with high- and low-risk Caucasian, African­

American, Hispanic, Asian-American, and Native American youth from 

urban, rural, and suburban communities and a variety of socioeconomic 

backgrounds. The original program was tested in schools in different 

geographic areas with different population densities, and among students 

with a range of racial/ethnic and economic backgrounds. 

'l-~ • U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
( Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration 
"' Center for Substance Abuse Prevention 
"-.: www.samhsa.gov 
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BENEFITS 

Project ALERT helps adolescents: 

m Understand the consequences of using drugs 

m Develop reasons not to use 

11 Understand the benefits of being drug free 

m Recognize that most people do not use drugs 

111 Identify and counter prodrug pressures 

m Resist advertising appeals 

m Support others in their decisions not to use 

m Learn how to quit 

Ill Communicate with parents 

9 Recognize alternatives to substance use 

HOW IT WORKS 
Trained teachers typically deliver Project ALERT in a classroom setting, but 

some districts have adapted it for use in after-school settings where trained 

personnel are available. 

Implementing Project ALERT involves staff in the following activities: 

m Participating in a 1-day training workshop or online training 

111 Teaching 11 core lessons during the first year and 3 booster 

lessons the following year 

111 Promoting parent involvement through home learning opportunities 

To deliver lessons effectively, teachers need to establish an open, 

supportive classroom environment, facilitate student participation, 

reinforce good performance, help students acquire the confidence that they 

really can resist prodrug pressures, and respond appropriately to student 

questions about drugs. 

IMPLEMENTATION ESSENTIALS 
Project ALERT lessons should be taught 1 week apart over the course of 

eleven weeks for Year 1 and over three weeks for Year 2. 

Teachers need to participate in a training where they learn the rationale 

and theory underlying Project ALERT, the skills needed to deliver the 

lessons, and implementation guidelines for achieving program fidelity. The 

location and dates of upcoming training workshops are listed on the 

Project ALERT web site: www.projectalert.best.org. 

SAMHSA Model Programs • 1 877 773 8546 



Teachers leave the training workshop with the following resources: 

m A manual with 11 lessons for Year 1 and 3 booster lessons for Year 2 

m Eight interactive student videos 

m Twelve full-color classroom posters 

m Demonstration videos of key activities and teaching strategies 

6 An overview video for colleagues and community members 

Project ALERT periodically updates and distributes curricula, videos, 

posters, and other information to trained teachers free of charge. 

Technical assistance is provided through an online faculty advisor, 

toll-free telephone support, and newsletters. A fidelity instrument is 

available to monitor implementation quality. 

PROGRMwBACKGROUND 
In the early 1980s, the RAND Corporation, an internationally 

recognized nonprofit institution established to improve policy 

and decisionmaking through research and analysis, assessed the 

effectiveness of three major strategies for curtailing adolescent drug use: 

prevention, law enforcement, and treatment. Based on that study's 

conclusions, the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation funded RAND to 

develop and test Project ALERT between 1983 and 1993. 

National dissemination of the program, underwritten by the Hilton 

Foundation, began in 1991. Project ALERT has a presence in all 50 

States. More than 20,000 teachers in approximately 2,500 school 

districts use Project ALERT in their classrooms. RAND is now 

developing and testing an enhanced version of Project ALERT that is 

designed for high schools. 

EVALUATION DESIGN 
Project ALERT used a rigorous pre-post design with random assignment 

of 30 schools to one control and two treatment conditions (i.e., an adult 

teacher group and an adult teacher plus teen leader group). The 

participating schools had diverse student bodies. Nine schools had a 

minority population of 50 percent or more. 

Trained data collectors administered student surveys in all schools before 

and after program lessons. Self-reported drug use was validated by testing 

saliva samples collected from students and by consistency analyses over 

time. Logistic regression was used to analyze substance use outcomes as a 

function of treatment and baseline covariates. Multiple controls helped 

rule out alternative explanations of treatment effects. All analyses were 

adjusted for attrition and clustering of students within schools. 
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HERE'S PROOF PREVENTION WORKS 

PROGRAM DEVELOPER 

Phyllis Ellickson, Ph.D. and colleagues at RAND developed and evaluated 

Project ALERT. This program has its own dissemination organization, 

established by the Hilton Foundation, to train teachers in effective 

implementation of the program, provide technical assistance, and periodically 

update classroom materials. Project ALERT is subsidized by ongoing funding 

from the Hilton Foundation. 

PRICING 

Project ALERT training is available for $150 per teacher for those who attend 

a pre-scheduled workshop or who participate in online training. For $4,200, 

districts can arrange their own 25 person workshop, with $150 for each 

additional teacher, to a maximum capacity of 32. All teachers receive the 

following resources with the training: 

o Eleven lesson plans for year I and three booster lesson plans for year 2 

o Eight interactive student videos 

o Twelve full-color classroom posters 

Also included free of charge are periodic updates to the video and print 

materials, as well as technical assistance through an online faculty advisor, toll­

free phone suppon, and newsletters. An optional overview video for colleagues 

and community members is available, along with videos demonstrating key 

activities and teaching strategies. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
For information on teacher training, curriculum materials, technical 
assistance, and cost, contact: 

Project ALERT 

725 South Figueroa Street 

Suite 970 
Los Angeles, CA 90017-5416 
Phone: (800) 253-7810 
Fax: (213) 623-0585 
E-mail: info@projectalert. best.org 

Web site: www.projectalert.best.org 

RECOGNITION 

Model Program-Substance Abuse and Mental 

Health Services Administration 

Exemplary Program-U.S. Department of 

Education 

Exemplary Program-White House Office of 

National Drug Control Policy 

Exemplary Program-National Prevention 

Network 

Exemplary Program-National Association of 

State Alcohol and Drug Abuse Directors 

Exemplary Program-Community Anti-Drug 

Coalitions of America 

Endorsed by the National Middle School 

Association 

Model Programs are selected by the 
Center for Substance Abuse Prevention, a division of SAMHSA 
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WASHINGTON STATE 
HEALTHY YOUTH SURVEY 2002 

FACT SHEET 
February 2002 

In fall 2002 the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI), the Department of 
Health (DOH), the Department of Social and Health Services' Division of Alcohol and 
Substance Abuse (DASA), and the Office of Community, Development (OCD) will conduct 
a survey to measure adolescent health behaviors and related risk and protective factors 
among Washingt<?n's Grades 6, 8, 10, and 12 students in public schools. This fact sheet 
answers important questions about the Healthy Youth Survey. 

Q: What is the focus of the Healthy Youth Survey? 

A: The focus of the Healthy Youth Survey is on health risk behaviors-such as 
violence and alcohol, tobacco and other drug use-that can result in injury and/or 
impede positive development among youth. The survey also includes questions 
about risk and protective factors, which are attitudes and opinions that research has 
shown to be correlated with these risk behaviors. 

Q: How does the Healthy Youth Survey compare to surveys that have been 
administered in the past? 

A. The Healthy Youth Survey combines two surveys used previously, the Washington 
State Survey of Adolescent Health Behavior (WSSAHB) and the Youth Risk 
Behavior Survey (YRBS). To accommodate a large number of items, the 
questionnaire for Grades 8, 10 and 12 has two forms, A and B. The forms (A and B) 
will be interleaved before they are sent to the schools so that when they are passed 
out every other student will get a different form. Both forms have a "core" set of 32 
items that are identical for the two forms. The last page on each form is a perforate 
answer sheet. Questions that are potentially sensitive have also been put on a 
perforated page (the second to last page), although they are important for planning 
and evaluation of programs that serve youth. Schools must make the decision to 
tear off the perforated page of questions before the survey is administered in the 
classroom. All students in Grade 6 will receive a shorter questionnaire, form C. This 
form includes the perforated page of questions that schools may choose to tear off 
prior to survey administration. 

Q: Why is the survey conducted? 

A: The purpose of the survey is to identify and monitor factors that affect the health 
of youth in Washington. Since similar surveys have been conducted across the state 
in 1988, 1989, 1990, 1992, 1995, 1998, 1999, and 2000, its results can be used to 

Healthy Youth Survey (2002) November 2001 



monitor how health behaviors change over time. The results can also be used to 
identify important areas of need for prevention programs. 

Q: Do all Washington students take the Healthy Youth Survey? 

A: No, only a sample of students in Grades 6, 8, 10 and 12 take the survey. Schools 
are selected across the state to provide a representative sample of the entire 
student population at these grades. In all, about 125 schools and 20,000 students 
will participate-approximately 6 percent of the student population at these grade 
levels. 

Q: Does my school have to participate? 

A: Participation in the survey is voluntary. However, broad participation for all of the 
schools selected in the sample is needed to obtain accurate estimates of these 
behaviors. 

Q: Why should my school participate? 

A: This survey provides important information about adolescents in Washington, 
which can be used to guide policy and programs, and to focus attention on the 
needs of youth. Where numbers are adequate to protect privacy and provide 
accurate estimates, schools will be provided with a summary report of the results for 
their school, along with statewide totals for comparison. Schools will receive results 
for questions that have at least 15 valid responses per grade. This information is 
provided at no cost and is very useful in guiding prevention program planning and in 
fulfilling data requirements for programs led by county prevention coordinators, 
community mobilization coalitions, community public health and safety networks, 
and others. Schools decide whether to receive their results at the time the statewide 
results are released, or not at all. 

Q: Can my school participate if it is not selected for the sample? 

A: Yes, there is an opportunity for additional schools to participate and receive the 
results of the survey. The sponsoring agencies have agreed to cover the cost of 
piggybacking onto the survey, which will be paid by the state DOH. A piggyback 
request form is available from RMC Research Corporation and must be completed 
for a school to participate as a piggyback. 

Q: Are sensitive questions asked? 

A: The survey questions measure key behaviors and some of the questions are 
sensitive. The survey includes questions related to unintentional and intentional 
injuries; physical activity and dietary behaviors; alcohol, tobacco, and other drug 
use; and related risk and protective factors. Unless questions in these topic areas 
are asked honestly and straightforwardly, we cannot know the degree to which 
Washington's youth engage in these health risk behaviors. The survey does not 
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include questions about sexual behavior or education. Certain sensitive questions 
have been included on a separate page. 

Q: Is student participation voluntary? Are answers anonymous? 

A: Student participation is completely voluntary and anonymous and the 
administration procedures are designed to protect student privacy and anonymity. 
Students are not asked for their names or identification numbers when they 
complete the survey. When they finish the survey, students place their completed 
survey in a box or envelope with no personal identifiers. The box or envelope of 
completed surveys is then sealed and shipped to the contractor for optical scanning 
and analysis. Students may elect to participate in an alternative activity if they do not 
wish to complete the survey. 

Q: How is the survey coordinated at each school? 

A: Each participating school has a designated survey coordinator, and each school 
district or ESD has a central coordinator for the survey effort. These spokespersons 
and coordinators have additional information on the survey, its administration 
instructions, and uses of the results. 

Q: Can I review the survey? 

A: Yes, a copy of the survey is available in the office of each school. 

Q: How long does it take to fill out the survey? 

A: One class period is needed to complete the survey. All questions are self-report 
and no physical tests or exams are involved. 

Q: Do students answer the questions truthfully? 

A: Both national research and the experience in Washington indicate that the data 
collected are generally accurate when students are told of the importance of the 
information and that their responses are completely anonymous. Internal reliability 
checks help identify any surveys which have obviously been answered carelessly 
and these surveys are discarded from the sample. In addition, students always have 
the option of not answering questions to which they do not feel comfortable 
responding. 

Q: When is the survey conducted? When are results available? 

A: The survey will be administered during October 7-18, 2002. Results will be 
available in mid-February, 2003. 

Q: How will this information be used? 
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A: Information from the Washington State Healthy Youth Survey can be used to meet 
a variety of needs at the community and state levels. 

Q: How can I find out which schools have registered to participate in the Healthy 
Youth Survey 2002? 

A: You can visit the Healthy Youth Survey 2002 web site at 
http://www.rmccorp.com/Project/HYS02.html to check on school registration and to 
look up school codes needed to complete the registration form. 

The survey provides information that can be used to identify the importance of various 
problem behaviors. This information can be used as input for resource and policy 
decisions, such a~ targeting interventions. Those who receive the information may choose 
to share it with other community organizations. The items that were asked in previous years 
can be used to identify trends or changes in the patterns of behavior over time. The state­
level data can be used to compare Washington results to other states that do similar 
surveys and to national results. Legitimate researchers and educational and health officials 
will have access to the data. At the state and federal levels, there are a variety of 
competing interests for limited resources. Results of this survey can be and have been 
used to provide evidence for the high priority of the important issues identified. 
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LEGISLATIVE YOUTH ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Voluntary Survey Form 

Please take a moment to answer the following questions. Your responses are important to 
the Legislative Youth Advisory Council. Please place your completed questionnaire in the 
clearly marked SURVEY BOX. 

1. Listed below are 16 issues identified by the Legislative Youth Advisory Council as 
important issues for the youth of Maine. Please circle the THREE issues that are 
MOST IMPORTANT to you and rank those THREE by placing a number from 1 to 3 in 
the box next to the issue (1 =most important, 3=1ess important). (See sample survey on 
box if you have questions) 

D Homeless teens and poverty 

D Alcohol/Drug Abuse 

D Smoking 

D Suicide Prevention 

D Child Abuse (Physical/Sexual) 

D Violence 

D Highway Safety 

D Teen Pregnancy, Abortion and STD's 

0 Driver Education Effectiveness 

D Drinking & Driving 

D Job Availability and Quality 

D Less Restrictive DHS Care 

D Quality of Education 

0 Recreational Activities 

D Higher Ed. Financial Aid 

D Mental Health 

2. Please indicate below any issue you think is important to youth that is NOT on the 
list provided above: 

3. Have you ever taken the Maine Youth Drug and Alcohol Use Survey (MYDAUS) in 
school? (Check off the appropriate response) 

DYes D Never Heard of It 

4. If you answered YES to Question 3, how useful do you think the MYDAUS survey 
was? 

D Very useful 0 Somewhat Useful D Not Very Useful 

5. If you are interested in receiving EMAIL notifications of upcoming meetings of the 
Legislative Youth Advisory Council, please provide your email address below (NOTE: 
All email addresses on the L YAC email distribution list are public information, by law. Do not 
include an email address if you do not want your email on a public email list.) 

My email address is: 

Drop your completed survey in the survey box. 
Thank you for completing this survey/ 



MeiTiorandlUll 

To: Members, Legislative Youth Advisory Council 

From: Alison Ames, Patrick Norton, OPLA 

Date: 11/27/2002 

Re: UPDATED LYAC Survey Results 

In an earlier memo to you, we presented the results of the 76 survey responses received during the public 
hearing in Bangor on Thursday, November 141

h. After that memo was distributed, however, Molly Feeney 
provided us with an additional107 surveys that were apparently completed on Friday, November 15th. We 
have tabulated those additional 107 survey responses and have included those responses with the survey 
responses tabulated earlier. This makes a total of 183 survey responses. 

FOLLOWING ARE THE RESULTS FOR ALL 183 SURVEYS TABULATED: 

#1. Rate the 3 issues that are most important to you. 

Combined Survey Results 
Issue # 1 Priority # 2 Priority # 3 Priority Total Votes 

Homeless teens and poverty 6 10 5 21 
Driver Education Effectiveness 1 4 3 8 
Alcohol/Drug Abuse 35 35 19 89 
Drinking & Driving 34 24 23 81 
Smoking 2 9 15 26 
Job Availability and Quality 2 5 5 12 
Suicide Prevention 15 16 17 48 
Less Restrictive DHS Care 0 0 2 2 
Child Abuse (Physical/Sexual) 21 13 21 55 
Quality of Education 10 5 12 27 
Violence 6 9 12 27 
Recreational Activities 3 2 2 7 
Highway Safety 3 2 4 9 
Higher Ed. Financial Aid 5 5 7 17 
Teen Pregnancy, Abortion and STD's 23 24 16 63 
Mental Health 8 5 3 16 

# 2. Please indicate any issue that you think is important to youth that is not on the list provided. 
(If the issue was mentioned more than once, the number of times it was mentioned is shown in parenthesis.) 



November 27, 2002 

Alcohol Crossing the Border-Underage (2) 
Birth Control 
Bullying in School 
Caffeine Awareness 
Character Education Curriculum 
Community Service Learning 
Crime and Hate (2) 
Date Violence 
Depression 
Diversity Awareness 
Eating Disorders (2) 
Fiscal Responsibility 
Harassment (2) 
Health Care (3) 
High School Drop Out Rate 

Indecency in Public 
Juvenile Justice System (treatment while in the system) 
Nutrition ( 4) 
Peer Pressure 
Problems of Individuality 
Racial Prejudice 
Raising Aspirations 
Rape/Sexual Assault 
Rocking on Guitars 
Sexual Orientation 
Sexuality 
Teaching Sexual Abstinence 
Use ofMarijuana 
Use of Marijuana in High Schools 

#3 Have you taken the Maine Youth Drug and Alcohol Use Survey (MYDAUS) in school? 
Total of 177 Responses 

Yes 67 responses No 61 responses Never Heard of it 49 responses 

#4 If you answered YES to Question 3, how useful do you think the MYDAUS was? 
Total of 71 Responses 

Very Useful 12 responses Somewhat 36 responses Not Very Useful 23 responses 

#5 If you are interested in receiving EMAIL notifications of upcoming meetings of the LY AC 
include your email address. 

NOTE: The first batch of surveys included 35 email addresses, six of which didn't seem to work. The 
second batch provided an additional 31 email addresses, which we have yet to add the distribution list or 
test. 

Please let us !mow if you have any questions about this information. 

G:\OPLANRG\NRGSTUD\Y outh Advisory\Survey Results-UPDATED Memo.doc 
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APPOINTMENTS TO THE LEGISLATIVE YOUTH ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Pursuant to 3 MRSA, §168-A 
Revised, January 23, 2003 

Name Town Appointed By Appointment Date Term (Years) Expiration Date Status 

Rep. Ross Paradis Frenchville House January 10, 2003 Same as House term End of 121"' Active 
Rep. Mary Ellen Ledwin Holden House January 10, 2003 Same as House term End of 121 5 Active 
Sen. Lynn Bromley So. Portland Senate January 10, 2003 Same as Senate term End of 121 5 Active 
Ms. Molly Feeney Knox House January 15, 2002 Two years January 15, 2004 1 Active 
Mr. Keith Rollins Westbrook House November 22, 2002 Partial two year appt" June 28, 2004 Active 
Mr. William Barker Caribou House June 28, 2002 One year June 28, 2003 Active 

Ms. Megan Bernard Oxford Senate (Bennett)" August23,2002 Two years August23,2004 Active 
Ms. Britney Dupee Portland House November 22, 2002 Partial two year appf' June 28, 2004 Active 
Mr. Trevor Bragdon Bangor Senate (Michaud) October 16, 2001 Two years October 15, 2003 Active 

Mr. Paul Brunetti Lewiston Senate (Michaud September 5, 2001 Two years September 5, 2003 Active 
Mr. Matt Cobb Machias Senate (Michaud) July 20, 2001 One year July 20, 2002" VACANT (resignation);j 
Ms. Elizabeth Comeau Atkinson House June 28, 2002 Partial one-year appt " January, 15, 2003 Active 

Mr. Anthony DiSotto Jay House June 28, 2002 One Year June 28, 2003 VACANT (resignation) 
Mr. David Heidrich Oxford Senate (Michaud) August23,2001 Two years August23,2003 Active 
Mr. Willian Lane Bristol House June 28, 2002 Two years June 28, 2004 Active 

Mr. Barrett Littlefield Sidney House June 28, 2002 Partial one-year appt o January 15, 2003 Active 
Ms. Hannah Pennington Appleton Senate (Bennett)" November 7, 2002 Two years November 7, 2004 Active 
Ms. Melissa Simones Greene Senate (Michaud) September 5, 2001 Two years September 5, 2003 Active 

Mr. Brenwin Soucie Waterville Senate (Bennett)" July 19, 2002 Two years July 19, 2004 Active 

Ms. Alicia Stokes Augusta Senate (Michaud) October 30, 2001 Two years October 30, 2003 Active 
Mr. Nathanael Yellis Kennebunk House June 28, 2002 Two years June 28, 2004 Active 

1 By law, youth co-chairs are selected for one-year terms. Since Molly was selected a co-chair on August 15,2002, her term as co-chair expires 
on August 15, 2003, even though her term as a member remains valid until January 15, 2004. 
2 Appointed fill the unexpired term of Lilly Angelo which expires on June 28, 2004. 
3 Reappointed by President Bennett in November, 2002. 
4 Appointed fill the unexpired term of Leela Brackett which expires on June 28, 2004. 
5 Elizabeth was appointed to complete the one-year term of Alice Doughty, which expires on January 15, 2003. 
6 Barrett was appointed to complete the one-year term of Zara Ahmed, which expires on January 15, 2003. 

Prepared by the Office of Policy and Legal Analysis, August 2002 
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Youth Policy 

and 

Empowerment Project 

Findings and 
Recommendations 

ATHLETIC POLICY 

Ideas and suggestions from Maine youth designed to help schools and 
communities enhance and improve school alcohol and drug policy 



Introduction 

In June 2001, AdCare Educational Institute was awarded a grant from the Maine 

State Office of Substance Abuse (Department of Behavioral and Developmental Services) 

that was designed to decrease underaged drinking. The goal of the project is to change factors 

in the social, legal, economic and political environment that encourage, enable or support 

underage drinking. The philosophy of the proposal is that, because underaged drinking is a 

problem affecting the youth population, the most effective way to analyze and improve the 

environment is to directly involve the youth in the discussion. 

The grant application proposed the creation of an active, diverse group of students 

from around the state of Maine; training them in public speaking, facilitation, and policy 

issues; providing opportunity for them to develop Findings and Recommendations about 

school drug and alcohol policy; and providing transportation and support in their efforts to 

work with individual schools to implement some of their Recommendations. 

This document represents the second year of the project and contains the Findings and 

Recommendations of the youth concerning school alcohol and drug policy for student 

athletes. The document is the result of an intensive three day institute during which the 

youth learned from experts in the field and combined their new knowledge with their own 

ideas and experiences. This new work complements last year's Findings and 

Recommendations on general school alcohol and drug policy. 

The Youth Empowerment and Policy Group fully intends that these documents further 

discussion and improve policy in schools around the state. The group welcomes the 

opportunity to interact with other youth, parent, or school groups interested in improving 

policy in their communities. If you or somebody you know might be interested in working 

with our group, please call AdCare at 626-3615. 
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DEFINITIONS 

A Hallmark is an ideal. It is our goal, what we strive for. 

Findings describe what the reality is. This is what really happens in 
practice from a youth perspective. 

Recommendations are what youth think needs to be done to achieve 
the hallmarks. They should be remedies to the findings. 

Suggested actions represent examples of how to implement the 
recommendations. 



Hallmark A Policy is clear and concise, and an active part of the coaching and 
administrative process. (Written procedures need to be clearly and 
precisely defined and clearly understood by all) 

YOUTH FINDINGS: 

Policy is often not clear or concise. Athletes often routinely sign pledges because 
they "have to" without giving thought to the commitment or consequences. 

There is a lack of follow-up during the season. Coaches do not take a pro-active 
approach to insure the policy is followed. 

YOUTH RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Any pledge document should simply state the drug free expectations and 
consequences for infractions. 

Before signing the coach and athletes should read and discuss the document. 

There should be regularly scheduled reviews of the policy by the coach and team 
throughout the season. 

YOUTH SUGGESTED ACTION: 

Have regular meetings before away games to discuss policy on use. 

Have coaches/administrative staff go over policy with their athletes each 
season and include a question and answer time. 

Have coaches and administrative staff review policy prior to the school year to 
insure clarity and that everyone has the same understanding of the policy. 



Hallmark B Teachers/coaches have appropriate ways of responding to 
stories/information of drug use. 

YOUTH FINDINGS: 

Some teachers/coaches hear stories of drug use/abuse and are uncertain about how 
to respond. 

YOUTH RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Coaches/teachers need to be more aware of the policy and respond in a fair and 
impartial way. Look into a situation regardless of who the athlete is/status. 

Have a system in place for reporting concerns about student/athlete drug 
use/stories. 

YOUTH SUGGESTED ACTION: 

Have a mandatory meeting between coach and athlete to clarify circumstances to 
determine if further action is needed. 

Place suggestion box for anonymous reporting. 

Make sure teachers, parents, and students understand the policy and have access 
to the coaches or reporting system. 



Hallmark C Schools enforce policy in a fair and reasonable manner. (Consistent 
interpretation and enforcement) 

YOUTH FINDINGS: 

Policy is not always enforced fairly. Star athletes may experience a double 
standard/less severe consequences than others. 

Consequences are sometimes inconsistent with violation with the same 
consequence regardless of the degree of the infraction. 

Some coaches interpret policy differently (between sports). 

Schools sometimes punish students whom self-report equally with those 
who are not forthcoming. 

Schools focus on punitive sanctions rather than educational sanctions. 

YOUTH RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Consequences should be fairly enforced and not be based on status/ability. 

Athletes who self report will receive lesser punishment or offered treatment 
interventions. 

Coaches need to agree and maintain certain consequences for certain action 
before/prior to school year. 

Sanctions for violations should be graduated and offer help as well as punishment. 

YOUTH SUGGESTED ACTION: 

Devise a plan for self reporting - range of sanctions with educational/treatment 
options. 

School obtains additional resources for assessment/intervention. 

An impartial over-site person or group reviews sanctions. 



Hallmark D Schools, coaches, parents and community encourage drug free athletes all 
year long. 

YOUTH FINDINGS: 

Some contracts are for season only - gives the message that it is acceptable to use 
substance off-season. 

Coaches/teachers do not always act as role models. 

Some community members/parents furnish and condone substance use. 

YOUTH RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Community (everyone) continues to remind and encourage sobriety throughout 
the year regardless of contract. 

Provide alternative drug free activities. 

Find supportive community members. 

YOUTH SUGGESTED ACTION: 

Provide education/awareness to adults at open house, pre-season meetings, etc. 
Teachers/coaches/staff need to refrain from war stories or making light of alcohol 
use. 

Drug free activities should be available as alternatives to "parties" for teams 
during the season. 

Coaches sponsor "team night" activities during the school year. 
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LEGISLATION RECOMMENDED BY THE LEGISLATIVE YOUTH ADVISORY COUNCIL 
For submission to the First Regular Session of the 121 st Legislature 

An Act to Implement the Recommendations of the Legislative Youth 
Advisory Council 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not become 
effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

Whereas, the changes in legislative representation on the Legislative 
Youth Advisory Council must be made at the earliest opportunity; and 

Whereas, the realignment and coordination of the terms of the youth 
members of the Legislative Youth Advisory Council must happen immediately; 
and 

Whereas, the tasks to agencies of state government directed in this Act 
must take effect immediately in order to allow those tasks to be completed this 
year; and 

Whereas, In the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an 
emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the 
following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public 
peace, health and safety; now, therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1. 3 MRSA, §168-A, sub-§ §3 and 4 are amended to read: 

3. Membership. The council consists of U 22 voting members and 5 
nonvoting members who are Maine residents in accordance with this subsection. 
In appointing members, the appointing authorities shall consider geographic 
distribution and shall appoint at least one member from each of the 3 service 
regions of the Department of Human Services. Members shall serve for terms of 
2 years and, if eligible, may be reappointed for subsequent 2-year terms, except 
that the appointing authorities shall appoint 1/2 of the members first appointed to 
the council to terms of one year. 

A. The President of the Senate shall appoint 4-G jj_members as follows: 

(1) Six youths who are students in secondary schools or who are 
enrolled in programs that lead to a secondary school diploma or 
certificate of attendance or a general equivalency diploma; 

(2) One youth who is enrolled in an equivalent instruction program 
under Title 20-A, chapter 211, subchapter 1-A; 
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(3) Two students at postsecondary educational institutions located 
in the State; and 

(4) One member Two members of the Senate whose term 
coincides with the term of office in the Senate. 

B. The Speaker of the House shall appoint 11 members as follows: 

(1) Six youths who are students in secondary schools or who are 
enrolled in programs that lead to a secondary school diploma or 
certificate of attendance or a general equivalency diploma; 

(2) One youth who is enrolled in an equivalent instruction program 
under Title 20-A, chapter 211, subchapter 1-A; 

(3) Two students at postsecondary educational institutions located 
within the State; and 

(4) Two members of the House of Representatives whose terms 
coincide with their terms of office in the House of Representatives. 

C. The members of the Children's Cabinet, established pursuant to Title 
5, section 19131, serve ex officio and may not vote. 

4. Chairs. There is a legislative chair and a youth chair of the Council. 
The legislative chair shall alternate every two years between the first appointed 
member of the House of Representatives and the first appointed member of the 
Senate, beginning in 2003 with the first appointed member of the House of 
Representatives serving as the legislative chair for the 121 sf Legislature. At the 
first meeting of each calendar year, the The members shall elect one of their 
youth members to serve as cochair the youth chair for a term of one year. +Re 
member of the House of Representatives who is the first appointed by the 
Speaker shall serve as cochair. 

Sec. 2. Coordinating the terms of the current youth members of the 
Legislative Youth Advisory Council. Notwithstanding the provisions of Title 3, 
section 168-A, the terms of the appointed youth members of the Legislative 
Youth Advisory Council expire on the following dates: 

1. Members whose term expires on August 30, 2003 are William Barker, 
Trevor Bragdon, Paul Brunetti, Elizabeth Comeau, David Heidrich, Barrett 
Littlefield, Melissa Simones and Alicia Stokes; 

2. Members whose terms expire on August 30, 2004 are Molly Feeney, 
Keith Rollings, Megan Bernard, Britney Dupee, William Lane, Hannah 
Pennington, Brenwin Soucie and Nathanael Yellis. 
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The term of persons appointed to replace the two vacancies on the 
Council that existed as of January 23, 2003 shall expire on August 30, 2004. 

Sec. 3. Executive Branch Youth Advisory Committee. The 
Commissioner of Education, the Secretary of State and the Director of the Office 
of Substance abuse shall develop recommendations for the establishment of a 
permanent Youth Advisory Committee within the Executive Branch to serve as a 
resource for any state agency charged with developing, implementing or 
enforcing programs, policies or laws that apply specifically to youth. The 
Commissioner of Education, the Secretary of State and the Director of the Office 
of Substance shall report those recommendations to the Legislative Youth 
Advisory Council, established in Title 3, section 169-A, in the fall of 2003. 

Sec. 4. Office of Substance Abuse. The Director of the Office of 
Substance Abuse shall: 

1. Review the procedures used by the Office for collecting information on 
drug and alcohol use among youth, including a review of Washington State's 
"Healthy Youth Survey", and report back to the Legislative Youth Advisory 
Council, established in Title 3, section 169-A, in the fall of 2003 with 
recommendations on the following issues: 

A. Options to the existing Maine Youth Drug and Alcohol Use Survey tool 
that include a more appropriate survey tool and a methodology that is 
based on random sampling methodology that provides statistically valid 
data at the state level and within participating local school districts; and 

B. Expanding the target population of the survey to include not only 
students who attend school, but also home-schooled students and youth 
who attend school infrequently or have dropped out of school; 

2. Review procedures used by the Office for awarding grants for youth­
related drug and alcohol abuse prevention programs and services to ensure that 
those grants are being awarded to programs with the highest demonstrated level 
of effectiveness and in those areas of the state having the highest demonstrated 
need. The Director shall report the findings of that review of those matters to the 
Legislative Youth Advisory Council, established in Title 3, section 169-A, in the 
fall of 2003. 

Section 5. Office of Substance Abuse and Department of Education ; 
review of survey support. The Director of the Office of Substance Abuse shall 
review its procedures for preparing and training teachers and others who 
administer the Maine Youth Drug and Alcohol Use Survey in the schools to 
ensure that all persons administering the survey are adequately prepared to 
perform that task. The Director of the Office of Substance Abuse and the 

3 



LEGISLATION RECOMMENDED BY THE LEGISLATIVE YOUTH ADVISORY COUNCIL 
For submission to the First Regular Session of the 121 st Legislature 

Commissioner of Education shall, in coordination with appropriate 
representatives of local school districts, develop a plan for training and 
coordinating the administration of the 2004 Maine Youth Drug and Alcohol Use 
Survey, or any successor survey, and present that plan to the Legislative Youth 
Advisory Council, established in Title 3, section 169-A, in the fall of 2003. 

Sec. 6. Department of Education . The Commissioner of the 
Department of Education shall review the Project ALERT program, and other 
similar prevention programs, and prepare recommendations on the viability of 
those programs as options to the "Drug Abuse Resistance Education" (DARE) 
program in Maine schools. The Commissioner shall include a teacher-training 
program as part of any recommended option considered by the Department. 
Options recommended by the Commissioner must be available statewide and 
available through the Learning Results as an alternative to the (DARE) program 
offered through the Maine State Police. The Commissioner shall present those 
recommendations to the Legislative Youth Advisory Council, established in Title 
3, section 169-A, in the fall of 2003. 

Sec. 7. Review of Content Standards in the Learning Results. As 
part of the review of the content standards and performance indicators required 
under Title 20-A, section 6209, subsection 4, the Commissioner of Education 
shall determine if the content standards pertaining to health and physical 
education adequately incorporate the principles and goals of the alcohol and 
drug use policies for student athletes as proposed in the 2002 report by the 
Youth Policy and Empowerment Project. The Commissioner must propose 
changes to those content standards if the Commissioner determines as a result 
of that review that the content standards to not adequately incorporate those 
principles and goals. The Commissioner shall present the results of that review 
and those recommendations to the Legislative Youth Advisory Council, 
established in Title 3, section 169-A, following the completion of that review. 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, the Act 
takes effect when approved. 

SUMMARY 

This bill implements the recommendations of the Legislative Youth Advisory 
Council. The bill does the following: 

1. Requires the Commissioner of Education, the Secretary of State and the 
Director of the Office of Substance abuse to develop recommendations for the 
establishment of a permanent Youth Advisory Committee within the Executive 
Branch to serve as a resource for any state agency charged with developing, 
implementing or enforcing programs, policies or laws that apply specifically to 
youth; 
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2. Requires the Director of the Office of Substance Abuse to review the 
procedures used by the Office for collecting information on drug and alcohol use 
among youth, including a review of Washington State's "Healthy Youth Survey", 
and to report back to the Legislative Youth Advisory Council on options to the 
existing Maine Youth Drug and Alcohol Use Survey tool that include a more 
appropriate survey tool and a methodology that is based on random sampling 
methodology that provides statistically valid data at the state level and within 
participating local school districts and expanding the target population of the 
survey to include not only students who attend school, but also home-schooled 
students and youth who attend school infrequently or have dropped out of 
school. 

3. Requires the Director of the Office of Substance Abuse to review procedures 
used by the Office for awarding grants for youth-related drug and alcohol abuse 
prevention programs and services to ensure that those grants are being awarded­
to programs with the highest demonstrated level of effectiveness and in those 
areas of the state having the highest demonstrated need; 

4. Requires the Director of the Office of Substance Abuse and the Commissioner 
of Education to review and report on procedures for preparing and training 
teachers and others who administer the Maine Youth Drug and Alcohol Use 
Survey in the schools to ensure that all persons administering the survey are 
adequately prepared to perform that task; 

5. Requires the Commissioner of the Department of Education to review the 
Project ALERT program, and other similar prevention programs, and prepare 
recommendations on the viability of those programs as options to the "Drug 
Abuse Resistance Education" (DARE) program in Maine schools; 

6. Requires the Commissioner of Education , as part of the required review of 
content standards and performance indicators under the Learning Results, shall 
determine if the content standards pertaining to health and physical education 
adequately incorporate the principles and goals of the alcohol and drug use 
policies for student athletes as proposed in the 2002 report by the Youth Policy 
and Empowerment Project; 

7. Adds a second Senate member to the Council and provides for the legislative 
chair to alternate every two years between the first appointed House member 
and the first appointed Senate member; and 

8. Adjusts the terms of the existing youth members to provide greater 
consistency in membership and simplicity in the appointment process. 
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Brief Biographies of the youth members of the Legislative Youth Advisory Council 

Barker, ~illiam 

* * Resigned in 2002 

Lilly Angelo is a 20-year-old 
sophomore at Northern Maine 
Technical College in Presque 
Isle. She graduated from 
Portland High School where she 
was active in the International 
Club and the Institute for Practice 
Democracy and Big Brothers/Big 
Sisters. She would like to pursue 
a career in psychology and work 
either at a hospital or in social 
services. Lilly is concerned about 
the impact of drugs on Maine 
youth. 

Barker is a 17-year-old 
junior at Caribou High School. 
He is the President of Student 
Council and a member of the 
French club, Students Against 
Destructive Decisions (SADD), 
and the Civil Rights Team. 
William wants to pursue a career 
in psychology. He is interested in 
the state supporting school 
organizations that work to 
educate our youth about the 
Effects of drugs and also about 
varying cultures and differences 
in 
Megan Bernard is a 17-year-old 
senior at Oxford Hills 
Comprehensive High School, 
South Paris. She has participated 
I Model State, Girls State and the 
Big Brother/Big Sister program. 
She held an internship at the 
Oxford Hills Chamber of 
Commerce and is a junior 
member of the American Legion. 
She plans to study elementary 
education in college. Megan's 
primary concern for the 
Legislative Youth Advisory 
Council is education. 

Leela Brackett, is a 16-year-old at 
Washington Academy, in East 
Machias, She lives on the 
Pleasant Point reservation, which, 
in Passamaquoddy, is called 
Sipayik. Leela is involved in a 
program called Help Increase the 
Peace, where she works with 
many issues that affect her 
community, such as drug abuse 
and racism. In the future, she 
hopes to be a writer, wife and 
homemaker. Her ultimate goal in 
life is to be happy and life in a 
healthy environment. Leela has 
seen the effect of gangs and drugs 
on people close to her and would 
like to address the issues of drugs 
and violence at the Legislative 
Youth Council. 
Trevor Bragdon is a 17-year-old 
sophomore at the University of 
Maine, Orono. He is a financial 
economics major and hopes to 
eventually start his own business. 
He enjoys running, going to 
movies and working on political 
campaigns. His greatest concern 
for Maine's youth is the lack of 
competitive jobs for high school 
and college graduates that force 
them to move out of state. 

Paul Brunetti is a graduate of 
Lewiston High School and is 
currently a junior at Bates 
College. He is majoring in 
political science and is active in 
the Androscoggin County 
Democratic Committee and 
Bates' Young Democrats. Paul is 
concerned about creating jobs in 
Maine that pay wages that attract 
college graduates and preventing 
the "Brain Drain;" as well as 
bridging the economic gap 
between the various regions of 
Maine. He is also troubled about 
Maine's health care issues for 

residents. 



Brief Biographies of the youth members of the Legislative Youth Advisory Council 

* * Resigned in 2002 

Matt Cobb is a 19-year-old 
graduate of Machias Memorial 
High School where he was co­
captain of the baseball team. He 
attends the University of Maine, 
Orono and is studying wildlife 
ecology. His aspiration is to 
become a wildlife biologist. Matt 
enjoys hunting, fishing, hiking 
and camping. As a Downeast 
Mainer, Matt states, "I have seen 
first hand the problems drugs can 
cause and I am very interested in 
trying to find a solution." He is 
also concerned that there are jobs 
for Maine's 
.wu.£Mu• ... u• Comeau is a 15-year­
old sophomore at Penquis Valley 
High School, Milo. Elizabeth 
enjoys playing soccer, basketball, 
and tennis. She is active in the 
Key Club and Math Club. 
Elizabeth is interested in law. 
Her high school has a "Jobs for 
Maine Graduates" program and 
she would like to see more 
programs like this for Maine 
youth. 

Tony DiSotto is a 21-year-old 
senior at Colby College, in 
Waterville. Tony is a history 
major with a minor in 
administrative science. He is a 
member of the football team and 
has volunteered in various 
activities at Colby. Last year, he 
worked at an internship with the 
Speaker of the House, which 
Tony considered to be a great 
experience. His future 
aspirations include being 
involved in politics. His concern 
for the Legislative Youth 
Advisory Council is the fact that 
Maine's young people are often 
forced to leave the state after 
college because of the lack of 

Britney Dupee is a 15-year-old 
sophomore at Portland High 
School in Portland, Maine. She ' 
enjoys playing soccer, basketball, 
and lacrosse. She is involved in 
Seeds ofPeace and Anatomy of 
Leadership. Britney plans to 
study medicine in college. She 
would like to have a way for 
students and adults of different 
nations, beliefs and races feel 
welcome in the State of Maine. 
Britney would also like to have 
more information on nutrition 
available to students and student 
athletes. 
Molly Feeney is a 16-year-old 
sophomore at Mt. View High 
School, Thorndike. She is 
involved in field hockey, indoor 
and outdoor track. Molly is a 
member of the Civil Rights 
Team, the Nature Helpers, and 
the Peer Mediators. She is also a 
member of the Student Advisory 
Council that deals with the 
"issues" ofthe school and 
volunteers in various committees 
in her community. In the future, 
she hopes to study law or 
psychology. Molly is concerned 
about the process for determining 
state funding for school 
construction and the seventh 

David Heidrich is a 15-year-old 
sophomore at Oxford Hills 
Comprehensive High School, 
South Paris. David is interested 
in media arts; analysis and 
production of film, theater and 
television; communication arts; 
in-depth analysis and production 
of film, theater, and television art. 
David plans to study political 
science or communication. He 
would like to work in 
Washington, D.C. as a political 
scientist or be the President of the 
United States. David's Concerns 
for the Maine Legislative Youth 
Advisory Council are drug use, 
healthcare, and the many 
different "isms" and youth 
involvement in ...,,,.,.,,.,.n..., .. nt 



Brief Biographies of the youth members of the Legislative Youth Advisory Council 

Pennington, Hannah 

u Resigned in 2002 

~illiam "Billy" Lane is a 17-
year-old junior at Lincoln 
Academy, Newcastle. He is 
active in the Youth Leadership 
Advisory Team (YLAT) and has 
made presentations to the 
Department of Human Services. 
Billy enjoys football and math. 
In the future, he would like to 
study computer technology and is 
interested in real estate. Billy is 
concerned about youth in foster 
care and in particular, the need 
for a sibling visitation policy. 

student at Kent's Hill School in 
Readfield. He is active as a Peer 
Counselor and is involved in 
GAS, Outing Club, Drama, and 
Equestrian Clubs and volunteer 
work. Barrett plans a future in 
medicine, either at the World 
Health Organization or with 
infectious diseases. He is 
concerned with issues such as 
bullying and acceptance of 
differences. He is also troubled 
that students in low-income 
families need better access to 
resources for homework. He 
would like to fmd a way for 
students of different religions, 
race and sexual orientations to be 

their 
a 17-year­

old eleventh grader from 
Appleton who has been home 
schooled. She is active in her 
local church. She is working 
with the Child Evangelism 
Fellowship as a summer 
missionary. Her aspirations are to 
someday be a history teacher or 
active in law. Hannah would like 
to bring to the Council her 
concerns about the quality of 
home life of Maine youth and its 
effects in the school system. She 
is also concerned with substance 
abuse and the sanctity of life. 

Rollins, Jr., Keith is a at 
Cheverus High School in 
Portland. Keith is a member of 
the track team and Civil Right 
Team at Cheverus. He is also 
involved in Seeds of Peace, a 
program that brings together 
teenagers from around the world 
to conflicts and solutions to those 
conflicts. Keith plans to attend 
college and study business 
management. His goals for the 
council are to meet more youth 
from different areas of Maine to 
discuss educational opportunities 
for People of Color in Maine, and 
to address the reason why youth 
are leaving Maine after finishing 

school. 
Melissa Simones is an 18-year­
old graduate of Leavitt Area High 
School and is attending Bates 
College. She plans to work in the 
field of education, first as a 
middle school teacher, then in 
some area of education reform 
and eventually as a college 
professor. Melissa's concerns for 
Maine youth include the lack of 
good jobs in Maine and the lack 
of recreation opportunities for 
young people. 

is a 17-year-old 
senior at Messalonski High 
School, Oakland. Brenwin has 
served as a page at the State 
House and enjoys helping with 
campaigns. Other activities 
include theater, swimming and 
lacrosse. In college, Brenwin 
plans to study political science. 
His future aspirations include 
being a professional actor or state 
legislator and maybe someday 
being the Governor of Maine. 
Brenwin's concerns are 
education; getting educational 
help and resources when needed; 
fmding good paying Maine jobs; 
and listening to and respecting 
what have to 
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**Resigned in 2002 

Alicia Stokes is a 16-year-old 
junior at Cony High School, 
Augusta. Her studies include US 
history, French, Sociology, Latin, 
Economics, Geometry and 
Chorus. Alicia dances about 14 
hours a week and takes singing 
lessons. She is involved in the 
French Club, Key Club and 
Dance Team. Her aspirations 
include studying law and 
psychology. She would also like 
to be involved in the performance 
arts. Alicia thinks the role of 
youth in the community is 
important. She is concerned that 
your issues are not always treated 
with respect. 
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home-schooled 11th grader from 
Kennebunk. Current studies 
include Trigonometry, 
Humanities, English 
Composition, Anatomy and 
Physiology, Philosophy, 
Theology, and work-study. 
Nathanael's work-study program 
includes ten hours a week at 
Wallingford Farm, a local grocer. 
He attended an intensive 
counselor-in-training program 
this summer. Nathanael enjoys 
downhill skiing, golfing, and 
playing the bagpipes. Presently, 
he has no clear direction for the 
more distant future, besides 
exploring all of his options; these 
include government, law, religion 
and business. Nathanael is 
concerned with quality of life, 
education and taxation. 


