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INTRODUCTION

Public Law 1991, c. 522, "An Act to Improve
Motorcycle Driver Education" (Appendix A), required the
Secretary of State to conduct a study of potential
improvements to the Motorcycle Driver Education Program and
to report to the Second Regular Session of the 115th
Legislature. The Act mandated the following areas of

study:

1. The feasibility of requiring a 15 hour hands on
motorcycle course;

2. The feasibility of requiring a motorcycle course

for first time motorcycle permit applicants of all

ages;

3. The availability of facilities for an expanded

program;

4. The fee structure of the current program and the

costs of implementing an expanded program; and

5. Any other issues deemed appropriate.

The Motorcycle Driver Education Study Committee
(Appendix B) developed an overview of motorcycling in Maine,
as well as national trends, and studied each of the required
areas. Having completed its work, the Committee

respectfully submits this report to the Legislature.



OVERVIEW

To make motorcycle education recommendations, the
Committee studied motorcycle statistics in Maine and the
nation and the current process for motorcycle permit
applicants.

Figure 1 shows driver license and motorcycle license

endorsements in Maine for calendar year 1990.

Figure 1
Driver Licenses and Motorcycle Endorsements
Calendar Year 1990

Total driver licenses in Maine 902,367
Driver licenses by age groups (16-40)

16-20 21-25 26-30 31-35 36-40
66,294 90,558 105,058 108,461 102,438
(%) (7.3) (10.0) (11.6) (12.0) (11.3)
[% of age group with motorcycle endorsement]
(1.5] [(7.1) [13.1] (16.8] [16.7]
Total motorcycle endorsements in Maine 90,299
Motorcycle endorsements by age groups (16-40)
974 6,393 13,776 17,974 17,092
(%) (1.0) (7.1) (15.3) (19.9) (18.9)

Source: Motor Vehicle Division

Figure 2 gives Maine motorcycle accident data
compared with all motor vehicle accidents.

Figure 3 reveals motorcycle accident information on
the national level. Figure 4 shows motorcycle registrations

for fiscal years 1987-91.



Figure 2
Accidents and Accident Drivers
Calendar Year 1990
Total motor vehicle accidents in Maine 37,468

Total drivers involved in an accident 60,342
Drivers involved in an accident by age groups (16-40)

16-20 21-25 26-30 31-35 36-40

10,127 8,584 7,994 6,776 5,882
(%) (16.8) (14.2) (13.2) (11.2) (9.7)
Total motorcycle accidents in Maine 667
Motorcycle drivers involved in an accident 6031

Motorcycle accident drivers by age groups (16-40)

123 128 - 115 88 61
(%) (20.4) (21.2) (19.1) (14.6) (10.1)

1 Number of drivers for which age data is available

Source: Department of Public Safety

Under current Maine law, a person desiring to
operate a motorcycle must obtain a motorcycle permit by
passing a written test and a vision examination. Upon
obtaining the permit, the person can ride a motorcycle
during daylight hours without an accompanying licensed
operator, but may not carry any passengers except persons
holding a license with a motorcycle endorsement. The
holder of a motorcycle permit must wear protective headgear
when operating a motorcycle. Following receipt of the
permit, a person may apply for a motorcycle road test.
After successful completion of the road test, the Secretary
of State issues the applicant a license with a motorcycle
endorsement. The new motorcycle licensee must wear
protective headgear fof one year following successful

completion of the road test, as must all passengers riding



Figure 3

National Motorcycle Accidents Statistics

1990 PRELIMINARY MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENT STATISTICS

i ! Accidents | Fatalities Fatalities
i i Reported @ Per 10,000 ! Per 10.000 | Per 100
' Registrations Accidents Registrations { Fatalities Registrations ° Accidents
| National i § ' ! !
I 1990 1 4,088,297 i 103,650 . 253.53 ) 3,172 7.76 ; 3.06
| 1989 | 4.218.985 | 106.261 251.86 . 3.105 7.36 P 2.92
State Data - 1990 i ;
Alabama (1.3.7 42.239 ; 1,245 289.95 3 7.45 2.57
. Alaska (1.3.7.8, : 1.542 143 123.90 3 8.66 ' 6.99
| Anzona (1.3-5.7 ! 78.876 ] 2,705 | 342.94 | 78 9.89 ! 2.88
Arkansas (1.7.8 14,837 ¢ 1,02¢° 704.41 : 3 24.76 3.52
California (1.7-3. ; 640,745 ! 20.386 318.16 583 8.88 2.79
| Cotoraco (1.7.8. ' 108.375 | 1,824 | 168.30 | 68 6.27 ! 3.73
Connecticut {1,7.8. ' 46,258 | 1,346 290.98 ' 4 10.59 3.64
Deraware (1. ‘ 6.949 ; 2580 374.15 ‘ 10 14.39 3.85
i Dist. of Col. (1.3, i 2.500° i 362 ; 1,448.00 { 4 16.00 1.10 ;
Fionaa (1.7 ‘ 195.507 6.584 236.59 214 10,94 3.25
Georgia (1-4.7. o 68.764 2.037 296.23 52 9.02 3.04
! Hawaii ; 12,720 ; 600" | 471.70 s 16 12.58 2.67
laano (1.3.7.2. 33.602 318 154.16 22 6.55 <.25
hnois (1.3.7- 203.449 4,500° 219.03 ) 1527 7.40 3.38
i Indiana {1.7-S 1 96.298 2.949 306.24 : 82 8.52 2.78
lowa 1.7, 133,313 . 1,578 118.14 37 2.78 2.35
Kansas (1.7.8 61.000° ; 1.066 174.75 335 H 5.74 3.28
. Kentucky (1,7-8, i 31,595 i 1,132 358.28 i 38 ! 12.03 3.36 ’
Louisiana (1.7.8." ) . 71.7350 . 1,000 139.37 X i 6.27 4.50
Maine (1.2 20 2.932 ; 667 196.57 ‘ ) | 5.60 2.85
i Maryland (1,7.8, 27 | 54,722 I 1,714 . 313.22 { 45 [ 8.22 2.63
Massacnusets . 27 77.824 | 1.780 244.33 54 | 7.54 3.09
Micnigan . .20 134.21¢ ¢ 3..8¢ X 237.42 82 6.10 2.57
{ Minnesota (1,2,7.8. 27 ! 120.081 ! 1,735 i 144.49 20 4.16 i 2.88
Mississicor .7 2T 12.014 . €3C" 541.04 20° 16.83 3.08
Missourt (1.7.8.07 ¢ 2N 85.582 i 1.728 201.91 B3] 5.73 2.84
! Montana {1,7.8.01 18, 2 21.094 | 389 ; 184.41 15 7.1 ! 3.86
" Nebraska (1.TE. 22.375 : 496 : 221.88 3 2.68 1.21
Nevaca (1:3.7.15. 18.445 : 783 413.66 24 13.01 3.13
| New Hampshire (1.7-1C.1€, : 35.302 | 675 ! 188.54 18 5.03 . 2.67
. New Jersey (1.7.9.11.1% 22.28.27) 78.913 : 2.233° 285.75 32 7.48 2.62
New Mexice (1.2.7.31.% : 34.168 1,158 . 338.93 44 12.88 3.8C
| New York CopTa ! 187,595 ! 4720 | 251.47 k 136 7.25 ; 2.88
Nortn Carolina (1.7 : 56.799 . 2.087 367.44 72 12.68 3.45
Nortr Daxcta (1.3.7.831.77.2 : 20,113 204 ) 101.43 7 3.48 } 3.43
! Ohio (1.711.74.25-22, j 216,133 l 4,796 ! 221.90 165 7.63 i 3.44
OCkiancma (1,7-1C.18.22.2 : 1.500° ; 1.340 217.89 39 6.34 2.9
Oregeon (1,3.7.8.11.1 ' 66.280 . 378 87.21 27 4.07 4.67
i Pennsyivania (1.7-8.% | 163,508 3.369 i 206.04 f 107 6.54 | 3.18
Rhoce tsianc {1.3.7.9.1 : 25,945 188 72.46 14 5.40 . 7.45
Soutn Caronna (1.7.8.31.1 ’ 29.715 ; 1.8°2 542.49 50 16.83 3.10
! South Daxota (1.7.01.1 | 23,719 ; 492 | 207.43 | 23 9.70 ! 4.67
Tennesses {1,7-1C.18.2 80.229 1,800 199.26 : g1, 7.60 3.81
Texas T | 170.64 | 5.709 334.56 i 194 11.37 3.40
| Utan 78, i 26.057 ! 958 366.89 19 7.29 ! 1.99
. Vermont (1.7.8,20.11. 15,199 ! 164 107.90 7 4.61 4.27
© Virginia T 59.420 l 1,732 291.39 57 9.59 3.29
| wasnington .9, ! 103.301 ! 2,146 | 207.74 80 5.81 | 2.80 ;
, West Virginia . ! 21,304 367 . 264.90 18 7.48 I 2.82
| Wisconsin 2. : 16C.64 T 168.88 §7 417 f 2.47
| Wyoming 0 ! 14.016 252 | 179.79 7 4.99 ! 278
" Estimated
Footnotes
Registrations: (vehicie types inciuoed) 11. Venicie types 8. 9 ¢r 10 inclugeg onty i accigent or 21 Motorcvcle-relatec acsident wnere Darsonal inury of fatality ocsurs
1. Street-iegal motorgycies {On-NIghway and =.a z.-oosey tatahly ocTurs on cudng roads 22. Mctorsvcie-riates acziaents QCCUrING ON pubiic sireetsthigNwavs
2. CH.nignwav motcrcycles 12.  Other types of venicies 23. Motorcveie-relaled acciaents occulning On RONPUSHS propany
3. Mooeos or motonizes bicyctes (S0 ¢2 or iess 13. No gescrplion avanadee 24 Motorcycie-related accigents OCCUrtING on puohic SH-nighway lancs
4 3 or c-wheeed ail-lerrain venicies Criteris for Reporting Accioents: 25. No gescnption avanadle
{sometimes xnown as ATVs of ATCs) 12 $0-5199 propeny oamage thresholg Fatalites Inciuge:
5. Other tydes o! vehicies 15, §200-$399 propeny samage (hreshold 25. Motorcvae gperalors larally injured 1n a motorcycie acsioent
§ No cescriotion avaiable 16 $400-5599 propeny camage ihresnoid 27 Motorcvcie passengers falally injurec 1n a molorcvsie accigent
Aczigents: (venicle types included) 17. Over S600 propeny samage thresnoic 28. Otners tatally inures in a motgreycle acsicent, suct as pedesirians
7. Streetwegal motorcycles {on-highway anc z.a C-.rrIsel 18. When veniCle is lowes car ocsupants, dicyehsts, eic,
5 ON-mghway motorcvgles 19. No gascription avaiadie: oinar 23 Ne¢ cascripuon avasable
$ Mopeds anc motonzed bicvcies (50 ¢z or ‘ess Accidents Include:
10. 39t d.wheered all-terramn vem:les_ 20 Motorcvcie-reiated acsicen! where dDropeny damage OCCurs
(scmeumes xnown as ATVs of ATCS) (see reporting criena asove.)

Source: Compiled by Motercvcie Szt2'y Founcation, irvine, CA., as of Juiy 26, 1991.



with the licensee during the same one year period. (See
Appendix C for text of relevant laws.)

If a motorcycle permit applicant is between the ages
of 16 and 20, the person must complete the Maine Motorcycle
Safety Education Course (MMSEC), created by PL 1986, c.694,
effective March 1, 1987. Upon completion of the course,
the person receives a motorcycle permit without further
testing by the Secretary of State until the road test.

MMSEC 1s an eight hour classroom course taught by
instructors certified by the Secretary of State. The Course
uses a curriculum developed by the Motorcycle Safety
Foundation (MSF), a national non-profit traffic safety
organization funded by motorcycle manufacturers and related
industries. MSF provides materials and consultation to
MMSEC without charge.

MMSEC instructors must be Class A commercial driver
instructors, Class B éommercial driver instructors
affiliated with Class A commercial driving schools, or
driver education instructors approved by the Maine
Department of Education. These individuals gain
certification by completing a 24 hour course designed by MSF
and given by the Secretary of State, who provides
certification for no fee. Possession of a valid Maine
driver's license with a motorcycle endorsement is a
prerequisite to certification. The Secretary of State also
conducts, without charge, continuing education courses
required to maintain instructor certification and monitors
instructors to ensure compliance with the MSF curriculum. A

$2 fee from each motorcycle registration provides funding



for the motorcycle program. Figure 4 shows the expenses and
income for MMSEC. There are currently 36 civilian and 8
military instructors certified to conduct MMSEC throughout
Maine. The Secretary of State does not regulate fees
charged to students of the Course. Fees for the eight hour
course vary by areas within the state and range from $50 to
$120, with $70 being the average. The average 1is not

unreasonable in the Committee's view.

Figure 4

MMSEC Costs and Revenue

Costs

FY Personal services All other Total
91 $121,395 S 14,845 $136,240
92 $139,8361 S 16,214 $156,050
Revenue

FY Motorcyvcle registrations Revenue?
87 37,965 $ 75,930
88 33,329 $ 66,658
89 36,510 $ 73,020
90 32,759 S 65,518
91 32,100 $ 64,200

1 Adjusted for savings from furlough and shutdown days
2 $2.00 per motorcycle registration

Source: Motor Vehicle Division




DISCUSSION

Figure 5 shows a comparison of motorcycle operators
between the ages .of 16 and 20 involved in motorcycle
accidents before the creation of MMSEC and a similar group
who had completed MMSEC. Given this information, the
Motorcycle Driver Education Study Committee concludes that
MMSEC has been effective in reducing motorcycle accidents
among motorcycle operators between the ages of 16 and 20.
Considering the large number of accidents involving
motorcycle operators up to age 40, as shown in Figure 2, the
Committee recommends that all motorcycle permit applicants
be required to attend the motorcycle safety program prior to
receiving a motorcycle permit. This recommendation stems
from the Committee's belief that operating a motorcycle is
substantially different from operating a four wheel
passenger vehicle, and therefore special education as a
prerequisite to a motorcycle permit is Jjustified. The
Committee believes that this recommendation will improve
highway safety by exposing all potential motorcycle
operators to information concerning safe operation. The
Committee determined availability of this course to be

adequate to meet demand.



Figure 5

Comparison of 16-20 Year 0ld Motorcycle Drivers

Trained Untrained

(completed MMSEC) (no MMSEC)

Years 1988-89 1985~-86
Sample size 22381 13312

Persons from sample

involved in motorcycle

accidents 67 (2.9%) 68 (5.1%)
1 1988 and 1989 MMSEC graduates

2 Random selection of persons 16-20 years old receiving
motorcycle endorsements in 1985 and 1986

Source: Motor Vehicle Division

The Committee also studied requiring a 15 hour hands
on course prior to obtaining a permit. Such a course is
available through MSF, which could certify instructors. The
15 hour course consists of eight classroom hours mingled
with seven hours of riding time on a motorcycle range.

Given that riding a motorcycle requires different skills
than operating a car or truck, a hands on course which
provides riding experience prior to operating on a permit
with no accompanying driver is superior to a classroom only
course. However, instructor certification iﬁvolves 120
hours and a fee of several hundred dollars in addition to
travel expenses to the few training sites available
nationally, as well as meals and lodging. At this timev
there are not sufficient instructors available to teach this
course statewide, and finding suitable range sites has been
difficult. Funds are insufficient to initiate the hands on

training as a state project. Not only are classrooms



necessary, but also small training motorcycles and large
areas suitable for ranges. Concluding that the 15 hour
course is desirable, the Committee recommends that if MSF
hands on courses become available using MSF certified
instructors, then completion of such a course should result
in the issuance of a permit in the same manner as completion
of the eight hour classroom course. (Note that an exception
would be a person who applied for a motorcycle permit but
did not already have a Maine driver's license. This person
would not have been exposed to education concerning the
rules of the road, since the 15 hour course does not cover
Maine traffic rules. Therefore, the person would have to
complete the written permit exam.) The Secretary of State
should also certify and monitor hands on instructors and
approve the classroom and range facilities to ensure
compliance with the MSF curriculum and range safety
practices.

The availability of certified instructors is a
significant iséue in requiring MMSEC of all motorcycle
permit applicants. In reviewing the process of instructor
certification, the Committee found a disparity in
qualifications for the certification process. 1In
establishing MMSEC, the Secretary of State responded to
legislative intent in requiring driver education experience
prior to teaching the motorcycle course. The addition of
Class B commercial driving instructors, working under the
supervision of a Class A school, effectively increased the
instructor candidate population. However, the Class B

instructor comes to MMSEC without the college level courses



required of the Class A commercial or public school driver
education instructor. Someone wishing to teach the 15 hour
MSF course would come to the Secretary of State without
bearing the cost of licensing born by commercial instructors
and without the courses required of Class A and public
school instructors. The MMSEC program and the hands on
course have very rigid curricula. Completion of the 24 hour
certification program for MMSEC and the 120 hour program for
the 15 hour course is sufficient, in the Committee's view,
to teach the appropriate courses without further training.
The Committee believes that motorcycle riding
experience is essential to proper teaching of the courses,
and therefore recommends that MMSEC instructors complete the
MSF Experienced Rider Course, an eight hour range course
only for experienced riders, as part of their certification
requirements. Completion of the Experienced Rider Course
should take place at least once every three years to
maintain certification. Persons certified by MSF to teach
the 15 hour course are also certified to instruct the
Experienced Rider Course and must recertify with MSF every
three years, and so should be exempt from completing the
range course. The Committee also recommends that
prospective instructors complete an extended motorcycle road
test to demonstrate their ability to operate a motorcycle in
real traffic situations. In order to allow time for current
MMSEC instructors to meet the additional requirement, the
Committee recommends that current instructors must complete
the Experienced Rider Course prior to December 31, 1994 in

order to maintain certification beyond that date. There are

10



sufficient instructors in Maine to offer the Experienced
Rider Course to all current instructors and to future
applicants for certification.

As Figure 4 indicates, the funds collected from
motorcycle registrations do not cover the expenses of MMSEC.
The Committee therefore recommends that the Secretary of
State establish fees for certification of instructors and
for inspection of classroom and range sites. The Committee
recommends that an instructor pay an annual certification
fee of $100, and an additional fee of $50 for inspection of
each classroom site. An additional recommendation is a fee
of $50 for each range used in the 15 hour course or
Experienced Rider Course. Inspection of classrooms ensures
a safe location, proper space and equipment for the
curriculum, and compliance with local land use ordinénces.
Range inspections determine the suitabilify of the range
surface and whether or not the range markings comply with
MSF requirements.

The Cbmmittee does not believe the average fees for
completion of MMSEC are unreasonable. If the state limits
fees charged by instructors of the current program or of a
hands on program, it is inevitable that some state
subsidization would occur or numerous instructors would
terminate their involvement. Because such funds are not
available,‘and because the Committee concludes that market
forces are the best determinant of fees, especially if the
course expands to all ages, the Committee recommends that
the state take no action regarding fees for completion of

the courses. The number of instructors available should

11



increase as demand for the program increases. If the 15
hour course becomes available, and if the public perceives
the hands on training as valuable, more and more instructors
will submit to the expensive and lengthy MSF certification
process. The Committee acknowledges that the increased
cost of the 15 hour course, both in terms of instructor
certification and facilities required, may result in a
higher fee for the hands on training than the classroom only
course. Members of the private sector and public service
groups may find it desirable to sponsor MSF certification
and the 15 hour courses. The Committee therefore recommends
that the state encourage such groups in ways which will not
require public funds, such as acting as a coordinator for
instructors and sponsors, providing information to members
of the public interested in hands on training, and, as noted
above, granting a permit upon’completion of the 15 hour
course.

In conducting its work, it became apparent to the
Committee that there are a significant number of motorcycle
operators in Maine who have neither a permit nor a
motorcycle endorsement on their licenses. A review of 1991
calendar year fatal motorcycle accidents revealed that 44
percent of the motorcycle drivers were not authorized to
.operate a motorcycle. (Appendix D) This is also a national
problem, according to the Motorcycle Safety Foundation. The
Committee determined that the problem of the unpermitted and
unlicensed driver was an appropriate matter of study.
Figures 6 and 7 show unlicensed operators in fatal and non-

fatal motorcycle accidents in calendar years 1985-89.
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The Committee considered and rejected the concept of
requiring a motorcycle owner to have a motorcycle
endorsement or permit prior to registering the vehicle.
Because evidence of insurance is now required prior to
registration of a vehicle, the Committee also studied the
possibility of requiring insurance companies to demand proof
of a motorcycle endorsement or permit before providing
coverage to a motorcycle owner or authorized operators.
Information from the Bureau of Insurance indicated such a
requirement might raise insurance rates or cause the already
limited number of motorcycle carriers to decline further.
The Committee does recommend that the Bureau of Insurénce,
in conducting surveys of insurance carriers, gather
information as to which companies offer a discount for
completion of a motorcycle safety course and make that
information avaiiable to consumers. (Appendix E contains
current discount information.) Another recommendation is
that the Motorcycle Safety Foundation work with the
insurance industry to show the effectiveness of their
programs and to encourage insurers to offer discounts for
completion of the MSF prograns. These considerations stem
from the Committee's conclusion that a reduced insurance
premium would be a strong incentive to complete a required
program and obtain a motorcycle endorsement.

The Committee recommends that the Secretary of State
make information concerning permission to operate a
motorcycle readily available to insurance companies
obtaining driver records. Also, the Committee recommends

that the Secretary of State add information to passenger and

15



commercial vehicle drivers' manuals about safely sharing the
road with motorcycles.

The Committee learned that many motorcycle operators
renew their permits year after year without ever taking a
road test and obtaining the motorcycle endorsement. The
Committee believes it is important to take steps to break
this cycle of getting a permit for the motorcycle riding
season but never obtaining a motorcycle license endorsement.
To that end, the Committee recommends that, once a
motorcycle permit has expired, the Secretary of State
require completion of another motorcycle course before
issuing another permit.

Finally, the Committee recommends that a study of
motorcycle education and its effectiveness be repeated in
five years to determine if recommendations adopted have
reduced motorcycle accidents or increased compliance with
licensing laws. The Secretary of State and Department of
Public Safety should proceed jointly to develop data
gathering methods for studying motorcycle operators and
motorcycle accidents in anticipation of a future study.  If
the study shows that the 15 hour course is effective in
reducing motorcycle accidents, then a future Legislature
should consider the feasibility and desirability of that

course prior to obtaining a motorcycle permit.
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SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on its study of numerous aspects of motorcycle
operation in Maine and the motorcycle driver education
programs available, the Motorcycle Driver Education Study

Committee makes the following recommendations:

1. Require the eight hour Maine Motorcycle Safety
Education Course of all first time motorcycle permit

applicants;

2. Accept completion of the Motorcycle Safety
Foundation's 15 hour hands on course in lieu of the

eight hour program;

3. Eliminate the requirements of driver education
experience prior to teaching the required course,
provided the instructor has completed certification

requirements of the Secretary of State;

4, Establish fees for instructor certification and

site inspection;
5. Require a permit holder to complete a road test

during the period of the permit or complete a course

prior to receiving another permit;

17



6. Encourage completion of the hands on course;

7. Encourage insurers to offer discounts for

completion of a motorcycle education course;

8. Repeat the study after five years and put data

gathering tools in place in anticipation of that

study.
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Appendix A

Dpr [ A~
Legislation Creating the Motorcycle APPROVED | CHAPTEF
Driver Education Study Committee
JUN 3691 527
3% GOVERNOR PUBLIC LA
STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY-ONE

H.P. 1026 - L.D. 1489

An Act to Improve Motorcycle Driver Education

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 29 MRSA §383-A, first §, as zmended by PL 1987, c. 41¢%
is further azmended to rezd:

Effect

0
r

iva Mzrch 1, 1987, notwiths<t e
provisions o:f law, no motorcvcle or motor dri le '3
permit o¢r permission or restriction to opera oto: or
motor driven c_cle may be issued to any perscn wunder 21 ys3rs of
age, unless that person presents a certlficate of successiul
completion ©f & prescribed motorcycle driver education crsgranm
and examination approved by the Secretary of Stzte and civen 2
certifieéd instructor; the person skaz: mus:t demons=zrats =
ability to szfely operate a motorcycle in the examinztion. =
ligensec-cxpisc-or-Decexmbesr-31is5t-ef-fhe-yesr-s£f—-<is552e+
Sec. 2. Study. The Secretary of State shall conduct z study of
potential improvements to the Motorcycle Driver Education Program
1. To &ssist in conducting the study, the Secretzry of
State shall form a committee consisting of the following: four
Legislators, cne Senator appointed by the President of the Senate
and 3 members of the House of Representatives appointsed by the
Speaker of t:— House of Representatives; 2 rescresentatives from
the Department of the Secretary of State appointed by the
Secretary of State; 2 representatives of the Department of Public
Safety, appcinted by the Commissioner of ©Public Safety; 2
representztives of United Bikers of Maine who are licensecd
motorcycle ocerators aprointed by the Secretzry of Stzte; one
representative of the Maine Motorcycle Dezlers Association

1-157%8(7)
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appointed by the Secretary of State; and one ce
safety instructor zppointed by the Secretzry of

2. The study must ewvaluate the follcwing:

A. The feasibility of adding 7 hours of actual riding
instruction to the program's classroom nstructicn
requirements and the feasibility of $_end ng this
requirement to drivers of all ages;

B. The availability of facilities £for the exoansion of the
Motorcycle Driver Education Program;

C. The fee structure for the current program and prolacted
costs for implementing the expanded ricding cortion ¢ the

program;

D. The feasibility of reguiring ail £fi: : ts
of a motorcycle operator's license or lesarnsr's permii t2
have successfully completed a motozcycle driver educzticn
program; and

E. Anvy other 1issues the Secretazv o0f Stzte determines
appropriate.

3. The Smc* tary of State shall prepare znd submit a rsper:
to the Seconé Regular Session of the 1l15th Legislzture no latsr
than March 1, 199 , containing specific findings, ccnclusions and
recommencation for legislation. The Secr retary cf State shall
provide copies of the report to the Executive Director I tre
Legislative Council.

4, Lecgislzative members shall receive per cdienm
reimbursement. Other members will be comgensated £for expensss

-1579(7)
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Appendix B

Members of the Motorcycle Driver Education Study Committee

Appointed by the President of the Senate
Senator Raynold Theriault, Chair, Aroostook County
Appointed by the Speaker of the House
Representative Anne Larrivee, Vice-Chair, District 36
Representative Charles Heino, District 77
Representative Eldon McKeen, District 35.
Appointed by the Secretary of State
Gregory C. Hanscom, Deputy Secretary of State, Motor Vehicle
Division.
Alton Judkins, Motorcycle Safety Coordinator, Motor Vehicle
Division.
Appointed by the Commissioner of Public Safety

Michael Martin, Program Manager, Bureau of Highway Safety.
Trooper Kevin Conger, Maine State Police, Troop B, Gray.

Representing the United Bikers of Maine

Greig Perkins, President.
Mike Seaton, Vice President.

Representing the Maine Motorcycle Dealers Association
Duane Snow, President.
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Appendix C

Statutes Relevant to Motorcycle Endorcements

CHAPTER 7
OPERATORS’LICENSES
SUBCHAPTER 1
GENERALPROVISIONS

§330. Motor vehicle licenses; classes; qualifications

1. License required.

A, A resident of the State may not operate a4 motor vehicle on any way or
parking arez unless licensed by the State 1o operate that motor s 2hicle. A
license may not issued until the Secretary of State is satisfied :hat the
applicant is a proper person to receive it. [For the purposes of this section,
the term “parking arez™ means any area designed for use as access or
parking for patrons and customers of establishments to which the public is
invited.

B. Any person who operates a motor vehicle on any way or parking area
without being duly licensed, without holding a valid instruction permit, or
in violation of any condition or restriction placed on the use of an
insiruction permit or operator’s license under the authority of this
subchapter is quilty of a Class E crime. except that a person who operates
a motor vehicle on a way or parking area and who possesses a license that
hes 2xpired within the previous 30 days commits the trzific infracrion of
operzting a motor vehicle with an expired license. Any persan who
operatas a motor vehicle on a way or parking area and who possesses
license that has been expired more than 30 days is guilty of the Cluss E crime
of operating without a license.

C. No person may reczive an operator’s license unless and undl thut person
-

surrenders to the Secretany of State all valid lic=ns.s in that serson’s
possession issuad to that person by this or any other jurisdiziion. No
persen nnay have more dhan one valid operator’s license 2t any Gime unless

spe:::'i:.zll\ authorized by the Secretany of State. \uw\l[h)\.—. ;ng the
other provisions of this paragraph, no person is authorized to ko
than one valid commercial driver’s license at any time,

2. License classes.

A. Euach license issued by the Secretary of State shall indicate the class of
license us described in paragraph B. The Secretary of Stie shall appropri-
ately examine each appiicant as provided in section 581, by examination or
by such other means as the Secretary of State shall prescribe, according to
the class for which the applicant applies. The Secrziary of Stiate shall
appropriately endorse each applicant’s license with respect to his qualifi-
cations to operate classes of vehicles.

B. There shall be 3 classes of licenses to become effective January 1, 1990,
Any operator's license issued by the Secretary of State shall be invalid for
the operation of vehicles unless endorsed as follows:
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appl

(1) Class A: any combination of vehicles with a gross combination
weight rating or registered weight of 26,001 or more pounds, provided
the gross vehicle weight rating of the vehicle or vehicles being towed is
in excess of 10.000 pounds. A Class A license is a commercial driver's
license. Holders of a Class A license may, with any appropriate endorse-
menzts. operate all vehicles in Class B and Class C;

{(2) Class B: any single vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating or
registered weight of 26,001 or more pounds or any such vehicle towing
a vehicle not in excess of 10,000 pounds gross vehicle weight rating. A
Class B license is a commercial driver’s license. Holders of a Class B
license may, with any appropriate endorsements, operate all vehicles in
luss C:or

(3) Class C: any single vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating or
registered weight of less than 26.00! pounds or any such vehicle towing
a vehicle not in excess of 10.000 pounds gross vehicle weight rating, A
Class C license is a commercial driver's license only if it carries an
endersement under section 330-B, subsection 4. Holders of u Class C
licznse may, with any appropriate endorsements, operate all vehicles in
that class.

Classes of licenses issued prior to Junuary 1, 1990, continue to be vulid until
their nermal expiration. except that Class 1, Class 2 und Class 3 licenses and
licenses endorsed for the operation of school buses are not valid for the
operation of commercial vehicles as defined in this Title after April 1. 1992,
In the event the compliance date of April 1, 1992, mandated in the Federal
Commercial Motor Vehicle Sufety Act of 1986, Public Law 99-370, Title
X1l 1s extended. the Secretary of State may extend the April I, 1992 date o
coincide with any amended federal compliance date.

C. School buses. motorcycles or motor driven cvcles shull not be given a
separate class, but their use shall be provided for by special endorsement
on their operator's license, except that nonresident school bus drivers
picking up and discharging school children or driving in conjunction with
schooi-related activities in this State shall be issued a cenificate by the
Secretary of State. This endorsement or issuance of a school bus certificate
shall be made only after the applicant has successfully passed the examina-
tion designed for the specific vehicle as provided elsewhere in this Title.

D. Mopeds shall not be operated by any person who does not possess a valid
operator's license of any class or who does not possess a license specially
endorsed to operate a molorcycle, a motor driven cycle or a moped.
Mopeds shall not be operated upon interstate highways or upon any way
upon wiich a bicvcle is prohibited.

3. Need for immediate examination. Any applicant who huas made
ication for a “Class A” or “Class B” license and provides the Secretary of

State with satisfactory evidence that an immediate examination is nesded for

emp
days

loyment purposes shall be examined as provided in this section within 7
of such notification.
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4. Operaticn of vehicle not within license class prohibited. Any person
who operates a vehicle or combination of vehicles not included within the class
of license issuec o him is deemed to be operating a vehicle without being duly
licensed.

5. Exceptions.

A. Nothing in this chapter may prevent a full-time or volunteer member of

an organized municipal. state or federal fire depariment from operating
any fire apparatus, or operators of recreational vehicles for personal use,
operators of military vehicles including National Guard vehicizs or opera-
ters of regi’s:ared farm motor L—uckﬁ bearing the letter "F" used within 130
miies of the registered owner's furm from operating those vehicles on a
“Ciass C” operator’s license.

B. Nothing in this section shall prevent any emplover from imposing more
stringent or additional gqualifications. requirements. examinations or cer-
ificates than are imposed herein

—~

6. Transitional provisions. Tne following transitional provisicns apply to
persons holding valid Class 1. Class 2 or Class 3 licznses as of January 1, 1990,

A. Any persen holding a valid Class 1 or Class 2 operator’s license or school
bus endorsement issuec by the Secretary of State, as long as that license is
not suspencss or revoked. may apply to the Secretary or State 1o have that
license endersed with a Class A or Class B. doubie or triple traiier, bus. tank
truck or hazardous material endorsement, without the pavment of an
accitional fee and without examination other than the written test us long
as ithe following conditions have been met.

{1) An acziicant must centify that, during the 2-year period immediately
prior to agplyving for u commercial driver’s license. the applicant has not:

{a) Hac more than one license except as provided for in the federal
Commercial Motor Vehicle Saferv Act of 1986, Public Law 99-370,
Title Xil

(b) Hac any license suspended, revoked or cancelled;

s

{c) Hac anv conviction for any type of motor vehicle violation that is
a disquaiification offense contained in the federal Commercial Motor
Vehicle Safety Act of 1986, Public Law 99-570, Title XII; or

(d) Hac any violation, other than a parking violation of a state or local
law relating to motor vehicle traffic control arising in connection with
any traffic accident and has no record of an accident in which the
applicant was at fault.

{2) An applicunt must provide evidence and certify that the zpplicant:

{a) Is rezularly employed in a job requiring operation of a commercial
motor vehicle;
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{b) Has previously taken and passed a skills test given by a state with
a classified licensing and testing system and thalt the test was behind the
wheel of a representative vehicle for that applicant’s driver’s license
classification: or

(c) Has operated, for at least 2 years immediately preceding applica-
tion for a commercial driver’s license, a vehicle representative of the
commercial motor vehicle the applicant operates or expects to oper-
ate,

B. Any person holding a valid Class 3 operator’s license issued by the
Secretary of State may, without the payment of an additional fee, be issued
a Class C commercial driver's license endorsed to operate vehicles carrying
huzardous material upon successful completion of the written examina-
tion.

C. The Sccretary of State may waive the written test for any person holding
a Class | or Class 2 operator's license who wishes to obtain a Class A or
Class B commercial driver's license provided that authority has been
granted by the United States Secretary of Transportation.

D. This subsection is repealed April 1, 1992, except that the Secretary of
State may extend the April 1, 1992 date to coincide with the federal
compliance date.

§530-A. Motorized bicycle or tricycle operator

A molorized bicycle or tricycle shall not be operated by any person who
does not possess a valid operator's license of any class or learner's permit or
who does not possess a license specially endorsed to operate a motorcycle,
motor driven cycle or moped.

§330-B. Commercial driver’s licenses
The following requirements apply to commercial drivers® licenses,

1. Compliance with federal law. The State shall comply with the federal
Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1986, Public Law 99-570, Title XII,
and any regulations adopted under that Act in the issuance and suspension of
a commercial driver's license.

2. Rulemaking. The Secretary of State shall adopt rules, as provided in the
Maine Administrative Procedure Act, Title 5, chapter 375, to ensure compli-
ance with the federal Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1986, Public
Law 99-570, Title XII. These rules shall incorporate provisions to satisfy
subsection 1, including, but not limited to, provisions that:

A. Strengthen commercial driver licensing and testing standards;

B. Muke the State a full participant in the national commercial drivers
license clearinghouse;
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C. Continue to implement the requirement that commercial drivers have
a single leense;

D. Reduce and prevent commercial motor vehicle accidents. fatalities and
injuries by disqualifyving commercial drivers who have commitied serious
traffic or other designated offenses from operating commercial motor
vehicles:

E. Remove quickly from the public highways of this State those commer-
cial drivers who have shown themselves to be a safety hazard by:
{1} Operating or attempting to operate a commercial vehicle while
having 0.04% or more by weight of alcohol in the blood:

(2) Refusing to submit to and complete a lawfully requested test to
detennine the blood-alcohol level: or

(3) By operating or attempting to operate 4 motor vehicle while under
the influence of imtoxicuting liquor or drugs: and

F. Further implement the public policy of the State to provide maximum
safety for all persons who travel or use the public highways of the State.

3. Classifications. Class A or Class B licenses and Class C licenses carrying
any endorsement under subsection 4 are commercial drivers' licenses and shall
be prominently marked.

4. Endorsements for double or triple trailers, buses, tank trucks or
hazardous materiats, Effective Junuary 1, 1990, double or triple trailers, buses,
tank trucks requiring a commercial driver's license and vehicles carrying
hazardous materials requiring placarding by the United States Department of
Transportation standards shall not be given a separate class, but their use shall
be provided for by special endorsement on the commercial driver's license.
This endorsement shall be made only after the applicant has success{ully passed
the examination for the specific vehicle as provided in this Title. In order for
an operator to retain a hazardous material endorsement at the time of any
“renewal of a commercial driver’s license, a reexamination of the hazardous
material written test shall be required.

S. Air brakes. If an applicant for a commercial driver’s license either fails
the air brake component of the knowledge test or performs the skills test in a
vehicle not eyuipped with air brakes, that person shall be restricted from
operating a commercial motor vehicle equipped with air brakes and the license
shall be endorsed accordingly.

6. Operation with a blood-alcohol level of 0.04 % or more, or under the
influence of intoxicating liquor or drugs. The Secretary of State shall suspend,
without preliminary hearing. the commercial driver's license of any person
whom the Secretary of State determines has operated or attempted to operate
a commercial motor vehicle while having 0.04% or more by weight of alcohol
in the blood or while under the influence of intoxicating liquor or drugs. The
period of suspension shall satisfy the regulations adopted by the United States
Sceretary of Transportation under the Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act
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of 1986, Public Law 99-570, Title XII. and the rules adopted by the Secretary of
State under subsection 2.

§331. (Repealed)

§331-A. Persons exempt from license
The following persons are exempt from license under this chapter:
1. (Repealed)

2. Certain nonresidents. A nonresident who 1§ at least 16 veuars of ag= and
who has in his immediate possession a valid operator’s license issued to him in
his home state or countrvy may operate a motor vehicle in this State onlv us an
operator. Any nonresident who has not yvet attained his 16th birthday mav not
operate a motor vehicie in this State.

§231-B. License or permit to be carried and exhibited on demand

Every licenses, including persons to whom a temporary driver's license hus
been issued. and every person o whom an instruction permit has been issued
shull have his operator’s license or instruction permit in his immediate posses-
ston at all times when operating a motor vehicle und shall hund over {or
inspection the sume upon demand of a police officer. No person churged “with
violating this section shall be adjudicated to have committed a truffic infraction
if he produces in court an operator’s license or instruction permit theretofore
issued to him and valid at the time of the issuance of the Uniform Truffic Ticket
and Complaint. If the person charged shall exhibit to a law enforcament orficer
designated by the issuing officer such an operator's license or instruction
permit, not later than 24 hours before the time set for the court uppearance,
then the traffic infraction procesding shall be dismissed.

§232. Instruction permits

Any person who is at least 15 years of age and has completed a course in
driver education as provided in section 583 may apply to the Secretary of State
for an instruction permit. The Secretary of State may, in the Secretary of State's
discretion, after an applicant has successfully passed all parts of an examination
other than the driving test, issue to the applicant an instruction permit which
shall entitle the applicant, while having the permit in the applicant’s immediate
possession, to drive a motor vehicle upon the public highwavs for 2 period of
18 months when accompanied by a licensed operator who has at least one year
of driving experience and is at least 18 vears of age and who is occupying u seat
beside the driver, except in the event the permittee is operating a motorcycle or
motor driven cycle. If any such licensed operator, while accompanying an
applicant and occupyving a seat beside the driver while the vehicle is being
operated on a public way, has impaired mental or physical functioning as a
result of the use of intoxicating liquor or drugs, that licensed operator is guilty
of a Class E crime. The Secretary of State may, in the Secretary of State's
discretion, issue a restricted instruction permit effective for a school vear or for
a restricted period to an applicant who is enrolled in a driver education
program which includes practice driving. That instruction permit shall only be

27



532-A

valid when the appiicant is accompanied by an instructor approved by the
Commissioner of Education or a commercial driver education instructor
licensed by the Depantment of Professional and Financial Regulation, Board of
Commercial Driver Education. Any person who has not held a Maine opera-
tor's license during one of the 3 preceding years may apply for an instruction
permit.

A person under the age of |7 yeuars may not apply for an operator's license
until 3 months after the date of issue of an instruction permit to that person,
except as provided in section 538-A.

Any person, who is at least 16 vears of age. may muke application to the
Secretary of State for a motorcvecle, motor driven cycle or meped learner's
permit to operate a motorcvcle. motor driven cvcle or moped. provided the
requirements of section 383 have been met. The Secretary of State shall require
that before the motorcycle, motor driven cycle or moped leamer's permit is
issued any applicant shull have passed a knowledge test relating specifically to
the safe operation of u motorcvcle, motor driven cycle or moped und a vision
test. The knowledge test shall be in addition to the basic test of rules of the road
and sign recognition required of all drivers applving for an original State of
Muine operator’s license.

The motorcycle. motor driven cycle or moped learner’s permit, when
issued, will be valid for a period of one yeur. Failure to complete the driving test
within one year from issue date of permit will require reexamination for the
permit. No such application for reexamination shall be accepted until 60 days
after expiration of said permit.

The fee for a motorcycle or motor driven cycle leurner's permit shall be S10,
which shall include the first road test. The fee for all subsequent examinations
shall be $5.

All instruction permits shall automatically expire when the holder has
successfully passed a complete examination. Such permits shall thereupon be
surrendered to the Secretary of State.

No person to whom an instruction permit has been issued shall operate a
motorcycle or motor driven cycle other than during daylight hours or carry any
passenger on a motorcycle or motor driven cycle unless such passenger is the
holder of a valid license to operate a motorcycle.

§532-A. Bus and school bus learners’ permits

Any person who is at least 21 years of age may make application to the
Secretary of State for a bus leamner's permit to operate a bus. The Secretary of
State shall require that, before the bus leamer’s permit is issued. any applicant
must pass a knowledge test on the safe operation of a bus and a vision test. The
Instruction permit shall entitle the applicant, while having the permit in the
applicant’s immediate possession, to drive a bus upon the public highways for
a period of one vear when accompanied by a licensed bus operator who has at
least one year of driving experience and is at least 22 years of age. The
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§542. Expiration

All new and renewal licenses to operute motor vehicles expire ut midnight
on the license holder’s 4th birthday next following the date of issuance of
license. The fee for such license is S18.

A person born on February 29th is, for the purposes of this section,
considered as bom on March lIst,

Section 542 as amended by PL 1991, ¢. 597, §18 100k effect on October 17, 1991
and reads as follows:

§542. Expiration

All new and renewul licenses 10 operute motor vehicles expire at midnight
on the license holder's 4th birthday next following the date of issuance of
license. The fee for such license i1s S16; except that, effective October 1, 1991,
a fee of 323 must be charged for sach new and renewal commerciul driver's
license.

A person bomn on February 29th shull, for the purposes of this section, be
considered as born on March st

§342-A. Renewals

rior to the expiration of a licanse to operate a motor vehicle, the Secretary
of State shall send to the holder of such license a renewal application.

§543. Record to be kept by Secrctary of State

A record of all applications for license and of all licenses and instruction
permits issued shall be kept by the said Secretary of State.

§544. Special license for motorcycles or motor driven cycles

The Secretary of State shull prepure suitable blanks for applicants for a
license to operate motorcycles or motor driven cycles and he shall issue licenses
to competent persons lo operate motorcycles or motor driven cycles, subject to
the same general requirements with respect to a license to operate a motor
vehicle.

A license to operate a motor vehicle shall not authorize the licenses to
operate a motorcycle or motor driven cycle, unless the license shall so specify.
Licensees to operate a motor vehicle may on application be granted a license
to operatz a motorcycle or motor driven cycle without paying an additional fee.

§544-A. Moped license

The Secretary of State shall prepare suitable blunks for applicants for a
license to operate a moped. Applicants shall be at least 16 years of age. Before
a moped license is grunted, the applicant shall be required to pass such
examination as the Secretary of State may require to determine his qualifica-
tion to operate a moped.

The examination fee and license fee for a moped license shall be the same
as for u Class 3 license,
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§582.Fee; waiver

The Secretary of State may wuive examination in the cuse of applicants who
have been duly licensed by this State to operate a motor vehicle during any one
of the 5 preceding calendar yeuars without a lapse of 5 yeuars since date of
expiration of last 4-year license, or 3 preceding calendar years without a lapse
of 3 years since date of expiration of last 2-year license. Any person required
to take an examination to qualify him to operate a motor vehicle shall puy an
examination fee to the Secretary of State prior to such examinution being given.
Such fee shall be for the purpose of defraying the expense of giving such
examination and shall be according to the class of license for which application
was made as follows:

1. Class A or B license. The examination fee fora Class A or B license shall
be 335, which shall include the first road test. All subsequent examination fees
shall be S13.

2. Class C license. The examination fee for a Class C license shall be $10,
which shall include the first road test. All subsequent examination fees shall be
3s.

2-A. Examination fee for endorsements. The examination fee for double
or triple trailer, bus, tank truck or huzardous materials endorsements shall be
$10. All subsequent examination fees shall be 35,

3. Exception. Any person required to take such examination because of
advanced age or physical disability shall not be required to pay said examination
fee.

4. Fees and waivers. If a driver license examination administered by the
Depantment of Secretary of State requires an appointment and that appoint-
ment is not kept, an additional $20 fee for a Class A or Class B examination and
35 for a bus, school bus or Class C examination shall be assessed at the time of
reappointment for examination. Upon notification of cancellation to the
Depantment of Secretary of State, Division of Motor Vehicles, Driver Exami-
nation Section, 48 hours prior to the actual examination, the additional fee will
be waived. This subsection does not apply to persons required to take an
examination because of advanced age or physical disability.

5. (Repealed)

§583. Driver education required for minors

No operator’s license, except to operate a moped only, may be issued to any
person under 17 years of age unless that person presents a certificate of
successful completion of a driver education course and examination given by a
public secondary school, a private secondary school approved for attendance
purposes by the Commissioner of Education, a vocational center or a voca-
tional region; or a certificate of successful completion of u driver education
course and examination given by a person or persons licensed by the Depart-
ment of Professional and Financial Regulation, Bourd of Comimercial Driver
Education,
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A successful course completion certificate may be issued to anv person
permitted by law to have an operator’s license or a special restricted license
provided the course meets the standards adopted by the Commissioner of
Education, or, if applicable, the commercial driver education school licensing
requirements under Title 32, chapter 95. A successful course completion
certificate shall not be issued to any person who was not at least 15 years of age
at the commencement of the driver education course.

$583-A. Motorcycle driver education

E:ffective Murch 1, 1987, notwithstanding any other provisions of law, no
motorcycle or motor driven cycle leaner's permit or permission or restriction
to operate a motorcvcle or motor driven cycle may be issued to anv persen
under 21 vears of age. unless that person presents a cernificate of successiul
completion of 1 prescribed motorcycle driver education program 2nd 2Xxamina-
tion approved by the Secretary of State and given by a certified instructor: the
person nwust demonstrate ability to safely operate a motorcyele in the examina-
tion. :

Any person between the ages of 16 und 21 years, who satisfies the Secretary
of State that no readily available means of trunsportation exists to and from a
pubiic secondary school, a private secondary school approved for attendunce
purposes by the Commissioner of Education, a vocational center or a voca-
tional region which that person is attending, may be issued, upon gussing the
motorcycle or motor driven cycle driver’s examination as provide< in section
581. a specizl motorcycle or motor driven cycle permit authorizing :hat person
to drive to and from the school.

§533-B. Motorcycledriver education program

A motorcycle driver education program shall consist of an 8-hour block of
instruction directly related to the actual operation of motorcycles and motor
driven cycles. emphasizing safety measures designed to insure greater aware-
ness of careful and skillful operation of cycles. The Secretary of State may
promulguate rules to prescribe the instructional program und shall approve all
the programs.

An approved motorcycle driver education program may be offered by a
public secondary school, a private secondary school approved for attendance
purposes by the Commissioner of Education, a vocational center or a voca-
tional region and adult education program conducted pursuant to Title 20-A,
chapter 215, as a component of a driver education course approved pursuant 1o
Title 20-A, chapter 316. Any motorcycle program offered indepencently of an
approved driver education course may not be offered for credit toward a high
school diploma,

§$583-C. Instructors

No person may conduct a motorcycle driver education program unless that
persaon has been certified by the Secretary of State as a qualified instructor.
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The Secretary of State shall be responsible for conducting cerification
courses for instructors of motorcyvele driver education. By rule, the Secretary of
State shall establish reasonable qualification standards and requirements for
ertification of instructors of motorcycle driver education.

§383-D. Completion certificates

Each cenified instructor shall issue to students who have successfully
compieted the prescribed motorcycle driver education course a completion
certificate. When applying for a motorcycle or a motor driven cycle leamer’s
permit. the applicant who has successfully completed the motorcyele driver
education course may present the completion certificate to the Secretary of
State who may then wuive the required written examination to qualify for a
motorcvele instruction permit.

§383-E. Instructor availability

When a certified instructor is not available to teach an approved motor-
cvele driver education program in a given geographic area of the State. the
Secretary of State may assign a qualified instructor who shall be responsible for
conducting the instructional program, provided that the requesiing authority
insures a minimum class size of 6 students wishing to complete the motorcycle
driver education program. The Secretury of State shall charge a progrum fee
compurable to other motorcycle driver education programs.

No instructor provided pursuant to this section may be considered a
“texchar” within the meuning of Title S, section 1001, subsection 25 or Title 20-
A.

§383-F. Suspension and revocation

The Secretary of State may suspend, revoke or deny any certificate of
comepletion of the motorcycle driver education program for just cause in
accordance with the Maine Administrative Procedure Act, Title 5, chapter 375.

The Secretary of State may suspend. revoke or deay any instructor's
certificate for just cause in accordance with the Muine Administrative Proce-
dure Act, Title 5, chapter 375.

§384. (Repealed)

§385. Minors under 18; authorization

The Secretary of State shall not accept the application of any minor for an
operator’s license or instruction permit, unless:

1. Parent or guardian; signature. The application is signed by a parent or
guardian having the custody of the minor or by the spouse of the minor,
provided that the spouse is of the age of 18 years or over;

- Employer; signature. In the event a minor has no father, mother,
guardian or spouse who has attained the age of 18 years, the application is
signed by the emplover of the minor, provided that the employer hus attained
the age of 18 years: or
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Information on sign. Any illuminated sign displayed on ua truck tructor,
semitrailer or moter truck shall bear the name or name and address of the
owner of the vehiciz, the lessee of the vehicle or the firm or corporution for
which the operator is transporting property or goods. The Commissioner of
Public Saferv may zuthorize an illuminated sign to identify the cargo in transit.

2. Location of sign. [lluminated signs shall be displayed us follows.
A. On truck actors, the illuminated sign shall be placed on the wind
deflecior on the roof of the truck tractor.

B. On a semiiruiler, the illuminated sign shall be placad on the f{ront
portion of the semitraile

C. Cn 2 moter truck, the illuminated sign shall be pluced on the front
portion of the sioruge compurment ubove and behind hut parmt of the
vehicle refcrred 0 as the “cab.”

3. Types of lights prohibited. Any illuminated sign authorized by this

section shzil not e lighted by a ﬂ.l\..lnf.‘., blinking or neon lignt.

4. Form, size and light of sign. Any illuminated sign shall Se in a form. size
and light so as not @0 distruct or impair the vision of the operztor of unyv other
vehicle approachinz. next to or degarting from the motor venicle with the
illuminated sign.

iv to the illuminated nume and t::ephon: number
les for the conveyunce of passengers.

This section shail not appiv
identificution affixe¢ to vehicle

§1375. Studded tires

ft shail be unluwiul to operute a motor vehicle or combinution of vehicles,
except for fire decuntment vehicles und except for school buses during the
months school is in regular session, with tires huving any me:ii stucds, wires or
spikes protrucing rom the tire treac or any other metal protuue'.mc: {rom the
tire tread zon any zublic highway during the period from the first duy of May
to the firsi duy of Cctober. The Degartment of Trunsportation may extend the
lawful use of studdzd tires. Notice of such extension shall be us determined by
the Commissioner of Transportation.

The Commissicner of Transportation may, in special cases, grant permits.
covering siuted P riods of time and upon proper application in writing, 10
permit the use of siudded tires other than during the period of lawfui use. “The
fee for such permis shall be not less than $3, nor more than S15, to be
determined by the commissioner. The -permit shall always be carrizd on the
person of the operzior or occupant, or in some easily uccessible piacz in or
- about the vehicle therein described.

$1376. Protectiveheadgear for motorcycleridersand motor driven cycle riders

Ever: person under the age of 15 years who rides as a passengsr on 3
motorcy<ie or motor driven cycle or in a sidecar attached to a motorcycle of
motor driven cycle or who operates an off-road motorcycle or moter drived
cycle shall wear protective headgea
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No cperator of a motorcycle or motor driven cycle nor parent nor guardian
may ailow a passenger under the age of |5 yeuars to ride in violation of this
section.

No operator of an off-roud motercycle or motor driven cvcle under the age
of 13 years may ride in violation of this section.
Every person who operates a motorcycle or motor driven cycle under the

authorizy of a motorcycle or motor driven cycle learner's permit shall weur
proteciive heudgeur.

Every person who operates a motorcycle or motor driven cycle for a period
of one veur following successful completion of the motorcyeie or motor driven
cvcle dnving tesi shall wear protective headgear.

Every person who rides a$ u passenger on a motorcycle or motor driven
cycle or in a sicecar attached to a motorcyele or motor driven cycle which is
operatac Dy a driver within a period of one veur following successful completion
of the motoreycle or motor driven cycle driving test shall wear protective
headgzur. All protective heudgeuar prescribed in this section shall conform with
minimum standards of construction and performance as prescribed by the
American Nutional Stundurds Institute specification Z90.1 or by the Federal
Metor Vehicle Surety Standard No. 218.

Viciztion of this section is a civil violation for which a forfeiture of S25 for
the first viclation and S50 for sach subsequent violation shall be acjudged.

In furtherance of rensonuable protective public policies. the Depurtment of
Public Sarety, Bureau of Safety shall develop and implement a public informa-
tion and =ducation program designed to encourage helmet utilization by all
motorcycie. motor driven cycle and inoped riders.

Tre Bureau of Safety shall conduct a study to ascerain the nature and
extent of any reduction in the number and rate of injury and death of riders
reluting o0 heud injuries in motorcycle, motor driven cycle and moped acci-
dents.

The Bureau of Safery shall prepare and submit a report to the 112th
Legislatere, no later than March 1. 1985, containing specific findings and
conclusiens regarding helmet usage. injuries, death and include any necessary
implementing legislation.

ARTICLE 2.
TRUCKS AND TRAILERS

$1401. Trucks 15,000 pounds and vver to carry flares

No person shall operate or czuse to be operated upon the highways of the
State any motor truck or truck tractor having a registration or short-term
permit in excess of 15,000 pounds unless equipped with 2 red flags. and in

B -

addition therato 3 flares, 3 red lantems or 3 red emergency reflectors; except
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