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PROCEEDINGS

CHAIRMAN BALDACCI: This is a Teconvened meeting of
'the Joint Select Committee to 'Investigate Public Utilities
iTodag we‘re going to be receiving testimony on the Central
:Maine Power Company’‘s Atlantic Research polling operation.

Before we introduce today’s witnesses I would like
to update the committee on events since our last meeting.
After this Committee’s citation of Dr. Potholm for contempt
of our Committee —— for contempt, our Committee counsel
returned to Kennebec County Superior Court before Justice
iBrodg. At that time Mr. David Emery, former congressman for

J
Maine. and presently the assistant arms control administrator,

sought to enter the proceedings to seek a protective order
|
*From the Court to stau our request for documents. Justice

!Brodg consolidated the contempt and protective order
|[proceedings.

As you know, Justice Brody ordered Dr. Potholm to
turn documents over to this Committee. Dr. Potholm appears
to have cooperated with that order. Our staff is currently
reviewing the materials supplied by him. I will now ask Mr.
Flaherty if he would review and explain the Court proceedings
and actions to us at this time.

Mr. Flaherty.

MR. FLARERTY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I will

imake this as brief as possible recognizing the pressures on

P
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}the Committee members.

fc the Committee is aware., pursuant to the vote of
'the majority, on behalf of the Committee we proceeded to the
fSuperior Court and sought enforcement of the contempt

' citation against Dr. Potholm for his steadfast refusal to
respond to the directive of the subpoena regarding the
pro&uction of certain writings and documents, which were felt
by the Committee to be within its investigative scope. We
did indeed repair to the Superior Court before Justice Brody.
who very kindly expedited the proceeding considerably in
order to afford the Committee time to complete its efforts
!aﬁter his decision was rtendered.

At the time of the hearing 1 was presented with a

letter —= copy of a letter which counsel for the minority had

lwritten to the minority on September 21, 1984, And the
:reason I was given the letter at that time was because I was
i
;advised by Brother Linnell on the eve of the hearing date
that he would make a voluntary appearan&e in the case at the
Superior Court, at the request of Mr. Richardson. and appear
as a witness on behalf of Dr. Potholm, who was a target
witness in this case.

He did appear, and I had the opportunity to read
‘the ietter which was proQided to Mr. Richardson by Mr.

|lLinnell, and which was made an exhibit in the case.

The Court took that, together with all other

r
E» P.O BOX 207, SABBADY ﬁogzg ROAD

s NORTH WINDH AR, MAIN 2
PURERIZL anc PERESS BEPSIRIND RAFSIRIANES




o

bor

Pl

['J

10

11

13

14

15

16

17

18

12

20

W

25

It
i
!‘
|
|
|
|
!
i

ﬁevidence in the case, most of which consisted of the
ésubpoena: themselves, and the material forwarded to the
lwitness, and the testimony of Dr. Potholm, and Mr., Linnell.
? At the conclusion of the hearing the Court took the
:matter under advisement and the Court rendered its decision.
As a result QF that the Committee has been determined to be
entitled to the documents requested as determined by the
Court in its in camera, or in chambers inspection. And I
‘understand from the staff that Dr. Potholm. through his
counsel. has complied with the order of the Court, which was
to deliver up the materials noted in Schedule A, which is
iabout 42 to 50 in number, &s requested by the Committee or be

'

back here for comtempt.

' The reason that the Court did not pursue the

|
|
jcontempt without first examining the material was that the

!
Court was concerned that there were privilege problems and

scope pfoblems which were being raised by Dr. Potholm that
had to be addressed. As you know, we. from the beginning.
felt that because of the immense importance of the

distinction between the legislative power and the Jjudicial

power, and our effort never to compromise that by any

agreement, we felt that the Court was bound to enforce the
i .
lcontempt citation, and. the Court felt it was not, until such

{time acz it had seen the in camers:. In any event, the
|

Imatericzl soupght hes been produced pursuant to the Court’s

{

|
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orders.

I shoulcd meke note of the fact, because Mr. Linnell
i testified in the matter, his testimony was obviously not
;acceptable to the Court and the exhibit letter in which Mr.
Linnell made the following statements apparently was not
facceptable either. He said that he was authorized by the

%minoritg to make the appearance on behalf of Dr. Potholm, and

ito testify in his behalf, which he did. The exhibit in

i question, which is his letter of September 21, 1984, to the
éminoritg, stated in sevgrél places that the materials
;requested. and I quote: The identity of nonutility company
Lclients is in my opinion beyond the scope of this Committee’s
éauthorization and interest and has properly been resisted by
%Dr. Fotholm. fAgain he says: The response goes on to
éindicate that Potholm has certain documents. If they exist
;theg are, in my opinion, confidential and privileged, and 1lie
iwell beyond the scoﬁe of the Joint Committee’s authorized
;investigation.

|

i Again at page four of his letter he indicated that
%the documents sought in that paragraph, p;ragrah 7 of the
ésubpoena, and I quote: It is @g cpinion that these documentg
ﬁare bevond the,scdpe of the Committee’s investigation .and

[
'

ginteresf, and that any attempt by the Committee to hold Dr.

ﬁPotholm and/or Command Research in contempt of the Committee

N
i

lfor fsilure to produce those two documents should be resisted

e
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L
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A i seay, I never had access to that létter before
it wee written so that I could at least introduce some of my
Zown personalized qualifications with respect to those
éopinions. In any event, the Court said, and I quote with
;respect to whether it was beyond the scope:, the Court
iconcludes that -— and 1 quote, concludes that the Committee
;was acting within the limits of its authorization as required
ibg Section 412, and that its explanation of relevance was
isufficient to satisfy Section 453, end quotes
The Court in addressing the privilege objection

jstated. and I quote: . In the instance of case two the

Pprivileges asserted by Dr. Potholm are not among the more

ﬁcompelling privileges long Tecognized and protected by the
ECourts. such as executive privilege, the privilege against

%selF incrimination, attorneu-client privilege. or the marital
ﬂprivilege. Dr. Potholm asserts proprietary or contractural
jprivilege and a privilege to maintain trade secrets. He alsc

iasserted that exposure of the requested materials will reveal
ih1s pollino techn1ques and damage Command Research in the

hcompetitive market. Dr. Potholm also claims that exposutre of
%the réquested materials will impinge upon his First Amendment

‘-
H

Irioht of politicel association. Thé court down grades that

lin case anc saue, and I quote: Based on its in camers
linspectior., the court concludes the production of documents
3 B

It L . . . .
hrequeszec by tne Committee will in no way compromise Dr.
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i Potholm’s right of free political association, and the Court

declared that the privilege must fall in the face of the

i investigating Committee’s mandate.

Essentially, therefore, all objections submitted by

;Dr.‘Pﬁtholm, and his counsel, and his witnesses, in

iobJections to the regquest for production in this case have

"Court deemed relevant are to be produced and have been.

I understand we will now have Dr. Potholm here as &

t

I

|

Lbeen rejected by the Court, and the material sought as the
| .
|

i

i

i

!

I

i

witness within the nmext two or three weeks, depending on the

§Committee’s calendar.

k Finally, as the Chairmen pointed out. Mr. Emery

gsave him any further difficulty, and to expedite his case,
hthét ne could appeaT as an intervenor in the case:. and that
ihe could file a motion for protective order. And I, on
behalf of the majority of the Committee agreed —— suggested
ito the Court that that motion for protective order be
consalidated with the main proceedings in order, again, to
ﬁexpedite Mr. Emery’s concern of the resoclution of it. The

Court said in light of the fact that Dr. Potholm had not

lturned over the Terrance poll and would not be required to

‘libecause it was not his, that he would dismiss Mr. Emery’s

jmotion for protective order —- and the word is denu it

!
i

iwithout pregjucice. That leaves the Committee still in &

|
I

|appeared, through counsel, and we agreed with his counsel to
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position of declan: divectiy with Mr. Emeruy with Tespéct tc
thet polling dete, &+ distinguished from indirectly througkh
3Dr. Fothelm in whose possession & copy was apparentluy locatec.
] Sc, unless uou have questions, that is the gist of

i1t I‘m happu to make the report that we were successful.
; CHAIRMAN BALDACCI: Thank uou very much, Mr.
i
!Flahertg. It was certainly @ job well done.

; Are there any questions for Mr. Flaherty?

i
i
1

REPRESENTATIVE KELLEHER: Is Mr. Linnell going tc

i
|

i
ibe here todeau?

MR. ASCH: No.

REPRESENTATIVE KELLEHER: Maube I will have & feuw

lguestione for Brother Linnell when he appears again.

) CHAIRMAN BALDACCI: Any other questions for Mr.
fFlaherty?
% Seeing none, the two witnesses before us todau, Mr.

»

j
|[Robert Leason, assistant to the manager of divieion

|

|operations, and Mar jorie Force, & programmer analyst, are
|
|both emplouees of Central Maine Power Company. who can

hhopeFullg enlighten us about the organization of the computer

joperation as it dealt with such groups as Seve Maine Yankee
ﬁand Centrel Maine Power Company. Because of their direct

iinvolvementi we hope they edifu further the Committee on these

pmatters. We ere very pleased that uyou are both here todau:.
lanc I knou %higf ic & new experience for each of you. I do
F
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fnev want uou te be unguly concerned oveT your appearance here

‘ todau We ere seebking uour help and expertise to further ovur
i efforts. We know that it has been seversl ueaTs since thecse
events took place, but are sure that you will give us your

best Tecell.

) So, 1 understand, Mr. Leason, would uou please Tise.

H

'ROBERT W. LEASON. having been duly sworn by the Chairman,

|
!
i
\
{
i
i
!
1

1 was examined and testified as follows:

; EXAMINATION-BY CHAIRMAN BALDACC1 OF MR. LEASON:
?G, Please be seated, and state your name and occupation,
LFor the record.

?é. My name is Robert W. Leason, 1 am director of
padvertising for Central Maine Power Companu., to correct the
hChairman’s notes.

&G. Do uvou have anything &t this time that uou would like tco

hadd to the Committee’s investigation?

10

!A‘ Only brieflu, because I only had a brief opportunity to
i .

jlook over the interview thet I conducted with Mr. Asch, and

!
lin there it indicated that -- and I, apparently I
Wmisunderstood the questions that had to do with the companu

iconducting surveus —-- the company to my recollection did not

jconduct surveus for the Save Maine Yankee Committee. I think

'l characterized it that the company had conducted it. but I

lwanted tc correct tnet one particuler point.
1

"y

g
e, AL. Tigntl iz there anything elsec Mr. Leason, you must

3
s¥}
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~be awarc thet wr‘rc investigating, that uou would like to adé
et thie taime? You wil: have an oppoTtunitu at the end if uou
would like te.

i A Thet is all 1 can think of at this time.

CHAIRMAN BALDACCI: Mr. Staff Director, would uou

like to coordinate the questioning?

Mr. Flaherty.

EXAMINATION-BY ATTY. FLAHERTY OF MR. LEASON:

?G. Mr. Leason, of course I Join with the Chairman in
Lsuggesting to you that we’re not here to confront you with
bang surprises, or to astonish you .in.any wag.. We‘re reallg.
hhere truing to ascertain from you Just exactly the process,
ito the extent that you were familiar with it, of the workings
POF the Atlantic Research computer effort in the polling ares,
Land wno, ir &t all, were the people inveolved, oksu?

IA Yes, sirT.

H Given that, would you be kind enough to tell me whet

ggour role with this company was in 19807

‘ .

iA. Atlentic Research?

;G. You were employed bu Atlantic Research?

jA. No, sir. In 1980, 1 was employed by antral Maine Fower.
EG. You‘rTe not now employed by Atlantic Research?

Fé. Nec.

UC. but 1n 1980 whet was your role with Central Meine Power?
L&. : wea.assisil—— at that time I wes assistant to the

e
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£seTmioT vice preciagent,” wae the title I had at the time.

G, Wheo was that®
“. Robert Scotr.
G. Ancd, could you describe for the committee very briefly

Jjust what your duties were in that position as you Teported
+to Mr. Scott?

A, I conducted staff studies principally

G, 1s this —— bu staff studies, do you mean internal

"studies”?

i A Yes.
G And what were these designed-to reveal or accomplish.

oenerally speaking?

T A, I don’‘t Trecall &ll, but I conducted one study on truing

~to determine whether bimonthlu meter reading was economice

intelligence to the companu, oT tontinue on the process we’'re

ion now, that was one that I recsll.

jan emplouee of Central Maine Power?

lA_ I came in the employment in January of 19466.

UG. 5¢, about 14 uearcs?

HA. At —-- approximatelu.

DG. Anc were uou woTking in that particular aree for the

.company throuphoui, elbeit for different people?

i G. For how long & period of time prior to 1980 hed uou been

Néy. Ne, sit. :
e Okev. Tnen ©i¢ uou have anuthing to do with the j
: _ i
i T ROAL
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computer ecuipment &zt Central Maine Power Companu in early

19807
& Nc.

EG. Ha¢ uou ever hed anuthing to do with that computer
;equ1pmenu up until eerly 19807 |

pA No, sir.

FC Do uou know that there was computer equipment in place
Eat Centrsl Maine Power at that time?

YA Yecs.

hC ATe you able to tell us generally tc what uses it was

\

ybeing put, if uvou know?

o ! don‘t know, sir, I’m not involved with i<.

G, Fair enough. Now, sometime in 1980 did uour role as &an
ﬁemplogee in the areas you deccribed for Central Maine Power
yCompang change in enu wau?

ﬁé. Not to mu knowledge, no, sirT.

‘e, Were uyou Tequested or instructed to become invelved in
any wau with the Committee to Save Maine Yankee?

A Bu involved =--

HG. In anu wav.

B
I
|

i
| ,
!companu and the committee, to receive calls and provide

;In%ormetion wheTe necessanry.

ﬁc. Now, who tTol¢ you to be —— or asked uou to be

HgoeTClnEeToT T

in anv wau, I wes asked to be coordinator between the
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e Foo reccileztion i< Mr. Thurlouw.
C. M. Thurlouw. Net Mr. Bcott, Mr. Thurlow?
fA. ! believe so.
?G. And approximately when was that, Mr. Leason?
ié. Sometime in, I believe, eerly summer of 1980.
;G. Dkay. And at that time did Mr. Thurlow tell uou whet

iSave Maine Yankee was all about?

it was obvious.
i Q. Well, what was obvious to you?

P& That it was & committee to be involved in keeping the

iplent operating.

G, Okau. And when he said that he wanted vou %o be the

I , , : . . .
jfcoordinator, what did uou understand him to mean by that?

e Juet that, the interface between tnc committee, whatever

'it was goinp to be, and the company, contact point.

It

|the idea?

l
1A‘ I wouldn’t want to characterize it.as such.

?what specifically did you expect you were going to be doing

iiin meinveining this contact, as you have described it,

t

ibetweer Central Meine and Save Meine Yankee Committee?

L g ]

A T Juct felt that that was going to be & point where
I . .

vo finc information thet woulc be helpful to

~

imicht be &sske

I A I can’t specifically state that he did, no, but I think

[C. Contect point. WeTe uou sort of a liaison meni is thes

ﬁG. Okay, then I’m just truing to get &t the specifics herc.

-
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LG. Did he tell uouv to whom you would be reporting the
ginformation you received from Save Maine Yankee?
?A. Not dairectly, nc.
iiel' Well, in anu wau.
;A. At the time of when I waes asked to do this?
;G. Eerly summer you ssid, 1980.
LA, Yes. I don’t know as a specific person at that point in
Ptime.
EG. Well, at some point in time, and I‘m onlu trying to get
;uour involvement here and what uou can tell us about it, &t

ilsome point in time in that aree of the framework uyou gained

.

I . . " . .
lsome knowledoe of whom uou were supposed to be conveuing this

hinFormation to%¥

. Correct.

e And who was that?
hA. Basicelly my contaect was with the Winner Weaner

|representative that was employed by the committee.
! , ,

Q. And who did uwou understand thet representative to be?,
£ Weli, principsliuv & uoung man named Whiteheac.

EG. Okeav. Anc, hac vou known him prior to this?

I Ne, siT

!

e, You s&t he was werking on behslf of the committee?

i €, Yes €17

} .

e wWeo.., 2'm ashking vou, assuming that you receivec

315
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Ton tht committee, what were you supposed to do

-4

intormetion
with it{, whom we™r vou supposed to give it to in the companu”™
LA‘ ODh, 11 wae & metter of generally statistical type of
Linfcrmstion, costs of impacts, effective plant closing,
Ethings of that navure.

!G. What were you supposed to do with that statistical
information?

A, Well, provide it to the Winner Wagner people.

i
|

| G. But I thought Winner Wagner was emplogéd by the

ﬂCommittee to Save Maine Yankee?

i
i

LA They were.

ﬁG. And I thought vou jJjust said they were going —— Mr.
IWhitehead of Winner Waoner was going to communicate
ﬂinFormation from that committee to vou?

jé. ‘Yes» as 1 said, he would occasiénallg want information
iFrom the company also.

c. ' Let’s take it the other way first. I‘“m truying te #inc
out who in the -company you were going to -- to whom in the
companu uou were going to provide the in#orhation» whatever

it migh<t be, which came from anyone on behalf of the

lCommittee to Save Maine Yankee?

£ I guesc 1 don‘%t understand the question.
G You nevt indiceted that uou were told you were going tc
lbe ¢ coorcineter™

e Yes. ©i7.

-
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C Anc uyov sci1¢ irn describing that task it weas vour
iunderstending thet vov were going to be the contect between

the Committee tc Seve Maine Yankee and the companuy, Central
pMazne Power™
pé, Yee, sirT.
LC" Ancd I said what did contact mesan, and you said you were
Lgoing to receive information and give information; ic¢ that
s I probably stated incorrectly. I think it was generslly

‘

‘thet I would be asked if I could find within the company
information that the committee was inte*ested in.
PG, Then do 1 understand you to be saging that vou were not
‘receiving information from anyone at Save Maine Yankee ant
idelivering it to anyone in the companu?
%A. Ne, thet wee notv my task.
iG. So you were simply disseminating information from the
icompang tc Save Meine Yankee?
£, Yes:, sir.

G. Now, where in the company, and from whom, if anyone, dic

[uou obzein the information which you were providing to Save
I
lMaine Yankee?

-

=8 I corn’t know &t 1 can specifically detail who it might
. Y e
inave beer, but I might have gotten information from the
uenc1nee“1rc people, or departments such as theat.
l
l

r‘w

Fnuootty clse, such as Mr. Scott —— let me help you, Mr.

k] o
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“Scoti, Mr. Tnvrliow. 7. Luden, anu of those people?

L I cen’s sav thet that would have been the case

% would not be impossible to have gotten

—t

' necessaTiluy.
5‘:'1111:c>'r*ma't:'Lcm from Mr. Thurlow though.

?G. Would it be feir to sau that from time to time you did
;get information from Mr. Thurlow; is that a fair statement?
gé. i would be epeculating on that. That is all I could do
%is speculate.

iG. Who in the engineering department would have been
éproviding vou with information?

Al I‘m not truying to not answer the question. I'm just

htruine to think who it might be, and that slternative is
imaking & puess, and that is what I‘m trying to avoid doing ic
Lmake & auess.

unoerstand.

~
-

;n

-
‘e

A, I+ could have been any number of people, but I Ju

ican‘t remember specifically & person that I went toc et ¢

i

specific point in time.
i _
JG. Woulcd it be fair to say that over a period of time there

ﬁwere several different people in Centrsl Maine Power Compant
hFrom whom uou received various bits of information:, what have
ﬁyou, which were current at the time, and wh?ch you were to
;communicate to Save Maine Yankee?'

[ I tnini thet ic.

e Wno wae tne cest of people? Just name the people, I‘m

43
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E‘nc:; asking vou tc cive ¢ specific date for & specific person.
s You meen the people I telked to?

f G At Centrel Meine Fower regarding what you were going to
teli to’at Save Meine Yankee, talk about.

. My hesitancy is tec throw names out because I‘m no%

rpositive theu were the people

G Mr. Thurlow is one?

L h He could have been & person.

ey Mr, Scott is another one?

=N He could have been, uec.

lc. Mr. Templé?

%A. Possiblu.

ﬂG. I‘m just truying to think of the people I met --

I REPRESENTATIVE KELLEHER: Can 1 asi e guecstion?

EXAMINATION-REPRESENTATIVE KELLEHER 0OF M7, LEASDON:

ﬁG. ls there anu one of the people that Mr. Flahertivu
ﬁnamed -— ic it Leason or Gleason?

;A. Leason.

iG. . Mr. Leason, is there any one of those people that he

|
inamed thet you didn’t have any contact with?

iA. No, tnere isn’t. No: I had contact with those Fo;k&

NGL If you worked in 1980 as an —= I don’t know, what woulc
ﬁuou describe iil, as & coorTdinator, or whatever, through CMF
ﬁwitn Save Maine Yankee, uyou mean to say you can’‘t recollect

. ilenvone thev vou hew eny contect with in regerds to

;
8 . L
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%iin?ormation that someone might have wanted either from Save

pMainc Yankee or €from CMP?

iiA. I don’t think 1 was trying to say that.

%G. wh;t were you trying to say? I1‘m not as patient as the
igentleman is over there.

§A. I was asked the kinds of information that I mentioned.

ithe engineering department, and I don‘t Tecall the folks in

lthe engineering depertment that I might have gone personalily

rTo.

i
“G. What other kinds of information would there have been?
i

Il

| How much time did you spend on it?
LA. 1 can’t'give you specific hours that I spent on it.
hG. Did you spend five hours in five months, did wou spend
Hio houre in five months. Did.gou spend 10 hodrs in two weeks?
GA. Some daus I might nave spend an hour or two and other
|dags I might have spent more than that.

REPRESENTATIVE WKELLEHER: Excuse me, Mr. Flahertu.

go right ahead.

EXAMINATION=-BY ATTY. FLAHERTY OF MR. LEASON:

G. The cast of people then included, at least, Mr. Thurlow
M1, Temple, Mr. Scott, Mr. Lyden, hagbe?

lAA Yes, possibly.

;G. Okay, those are the kinds of people you would have been
jtalking with, Now, you would be bearing tidings of one kind
gor e2nothet, providing informetion, engcineering or otherwise.

i
I
1

F
p “. 0. BOX 207, SABBADY POINT ROAD
ﬁ{ NORTH WINDHAM MAINE 04087

BaERIRL ame! PERAL: BEPSALIRT RIFOOIDRT



-~

)

o

~J

a
rn

1&

ibut thev woulc come occasionsllu.

-

to some people &t Save Meine Yenkee?
i £ . Yec.

G Now, I aomn’t think you were here, but Mr. Thurlow
Ltestified that there was & committee comprised of several
routsiders, so to speak, which also was coordinating activity
.between the company, and by company I mean Central Maine
iPower. and the committee. And, in some cases it has been
'referred to ac & steering committee, in other cases it hacs
ibeen referred to as an executive committee, and nobody seems
L to cvite know how to cell it, except that it was some kind of
rcpordinating committee. Now, you.worked with that committee,
BT teke it7
Ir-y Yes, 1 did.

G Anc i+ I understand the 1nterview materiesl uyou provided
?us, that committee nac feirlu reguler meetinge in 1?80“
;1eading up to the referendum voting date?

It Yes, theu did.

hGA Ang, mhoi as you recall, were the people on thst
ﬁcommittee with whom you met on those regular occasions?

ﬂh. Welli, mMr. Thurlow was on it, and Mr. Menario was on i,

| .
UMT. Heely wae on i%t, Dr. Potholm appeared there. There were
iupen occasions some otner peoplecs from thé‘Edison'Electric

iinstitute, for example, who would come that were not rToutine.

e Dz uvoce rememberT who theu were?”
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CE T cer. vicucslize the person. 14 I can have a moment.

lovu from the Electric Institute?

')
r—
”y
-
al
.
I3
yor

~ Yes

Q. Webber?

1#. Yes;lwebberg

%G. Was there somebodu else?

P&, I didn‘t recall at the time of the interviews, his name

iwas Joe Keegan.

IG. Westinpghovuse, Keegan?

L é Yes.

Q. Do uvou know why those people were there?

£, Their interest, 1 believe, in whet was happeﬁing at the
iplant.

e Where were these meetings held, as uou recall?

L Some were heid et Ceniral Meine office and otheres were

lheld at the Save Maine Yankee office.

“G. Where wes the Save Maine Yankee office at thet timec?
p .

WA. At the circle here in Augusta.

i&. At the bank building?

[ Yes, thnat ics rTipht down here

iG. Now, uou hed occasion to talk with various of those

ﬁpeople; Tioht. on that committee, and I take it vou woulcd

P
hcommunicate informetion to them, respond to gquestions theu

limight have., ancd sort of equip uoursel® to be sble to give

lther enswer: te their questions?

r
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{VA. Yee, I would sav sc.

LG Woulc uvou be able tc give me an example of the kind of

informetieon this committee was seeking from you from time to
;time as’gou pleaved out your role as & coordinator?

I A Four yeers ago is & long time, but I will try to do the
ibest I can. The one thing that I recall was an interest of
{maJor industrial customers that expressed to the committee

ithat they were interested in the impact of the plant being

Eclosed and what it would cost. Because of the company.

HCentral Maine, policu of not giving that information out.
i

ﬁtheq were advised by the committee if they were interested in
ithet information theu covld contasct me. They did provide

i that to people who might have called in.

t
|

I, ATe uyou sugaesting to me that those inquiriec from
iinoustricl peopie about impact were being submitted to Save

iMeine Yankee?
4. Some were, ues.

i

iG‘ Why would theu do that, go to a citizen’s committee
I .
Irather than to the source of the information, Central Maine

bPower?

ié. I can’t answer that.

he. But I assume many went to Central Meine FPower as well?
Hé, Theu very likely dic¢. We would normally answer that for

leny cuctomeT.

&, - Wow wne. clss di¢ you do as e coordinator with that

I
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£ I wes asked if there were retireec thet could help the

committee, &ancd could I provide them with assistance as to
| f
fpeople that migoht be interested in helping them from thet
i
|
istandpoint,

HQ. -Would it be fair to say that one of your tasks was to

ienlist Central Maine Power personnel -—-—

A, I--

G —— in the effort in anu way”?
| . I did very little of that.

i

e, Well, were you == I’m not asking whether you uoursel?f
ﬁdid it; but did other people whom you knew do thet?

I A, It was my impression that to a large extent theat the

FSave Maine Yankee Committee did it themselves.

HG. Okev. Let‘e get -— Iim truing to get down tc -— wat

lAtlentic Research in operation at that point?
4. Not in 1980.

G. Do uou know when it became organized as a8 subsidiary of

Centrasl Maine Fower?

]
t
ik, i pelieve it was January of ‘Bi.

i

G, You do remember thet?

i :

t&. - 1 believe so.

e Anc, dec uvou know whvu thet was organized as & subsidiaru

o+ Centrel Moine FPower in Januaru of ‘B17

.

i

e Pleess excuse me: 1% was not January of ‘1. It wac

i
1
1

A
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[ laver in —— i we: later in the year 1981. ! changed jobs in

I Jenueru pf 198,

- C. But laver on in 1981 you know there was this Atlantic

.

‘Research subsidiary organized?

& Yecg.
|G, What was the purpose of that?
!A. It was believed by management that we had the facilities

E’co conduct opinion attitude studies that would be helpful in
%directing the course of the company in areas of
gcommunications for one, and thet we could do it more cost
:eFFectivelg than if we went ocutside and hired the ;ervices;
jthat was my understanding.

WG. So, between mid-summer ‘B0, and late ’‘B1, Uou were
jinvolved 2s & coordinator, up until the fall of ‘B0 at least
iin the Save Maine Yankee efforts?
EA. Yec.

@ And there was not any Atlantic Research subsidiary in

!

|

1

P :
lexistence?
i

Il

& Yec.

IG. Yet there wa:c polling being undertaken at that time,
;right?

ﬁé,. Yec.

G, Anc, wat Dr. Potholm the fellow who was managing that

|
|
t
lenc e¢ thec wori?

. I he wet meneginge it, he was managing it for Save Maine

H
L

FE
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1 iYankee not ter Centrel Meine Fower Company, because he wacs
< rno% workine &t the timre 1in 1980, my recollection was he

o cwesn’t working for Centrsl Maine Power Company.

£ b G, Ar; you telling me so far as you know he was not an

= emplovee of Central Maine Power?

~!

@ He was & ctconsultant?

i
& i A Correct, as & consultant
|

E -9 No, he was not & consultant to my knowledge in 1980.
=4 {G. Then —-— you said earlier that he was one of the people
10 ;on Seve Meine Yenkee, right?
il o Yeg, sir..
iT jC And, whet dic uou understand his role to be there?
15 DA I thought he was a consultant to Save Maine Yankec.
14 LG Di¢ uou understand how SBave Meaine Yankee was being
is Lfunded?
1& LA‘ I believe throuoh contributions.
17 LG. Dig god understaend that the financial stability of Save
1€ ﬁﬁa?ne Yankee was being guaranteed by Central Maine Power
1< gCompang?
2¢ ﬁé. No, I dién’t know that, sir.
23 hQ. Anc that the financiel arrangement with Dr, Fotholm end
P ;the Save Maine Yankee was being guarenteed bu Centrsl Maine
ac fFower
=4 ;;f—.. N
oe G Yoﬁ cicr ‘. know thet either?

r
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No, ciT.

From your ventagr point, Dr. Potholm wae just a fellow

i wnc came on the scene and undertook to consult with Save

{
!
iMaine Yankee?

1

> P >

s
1

That is mu understanding.
And had no relationship Central Meine Power?
I was not aware of it.

Now, back to these regular meetings that we have

H

t

i

|discussed of the steering committee?

I have heard it called that, yes.
FG. Whaet do uou want to call it~?
*#H I den’t care
h@. The oroup of people who met regulariy.
hé, Yes, sir. .
ﬁG. Thet group, Dr. Potholm was with thet eroup, right?
iA. He was there at the time that group that I knew got
gtogether. |
iG. When did you first come to know Dr. Potholm?
tA. Sometime during 1980 when he was working for the Save.
”Maine Yankee committee.
iG. Can uou rTemember the circumstan?es under which you met
Uhim?
ﬁé. Jodon’y spaciFitalig, no, sir.
;L. Whet wae the impression uyou gained as to who he was and
Ewha he wee &bouw |

to do when you firet met him?

1
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£ I believe that I knew he was & consultant. I guess I
Teclly didn’t know what hie function was, per se. I was not

tin & decision—-making aree, so I knew there were & lot of
| . .

-t

| different people that were involved, but I don’t know thet
1 spe ecifically knew their assignments.

{C Didn’t enyone ever sit you down and say now look., Bob.
jth1s is what we want you to do, like Mr. Thurlow, and this is
EDT‘. Potholm and here is what he is going to do, and you’re

ocinc to be seeing & lot of this fellow, and here is Mr.

;webber end here is what he is going to do; didn‘’t you ever
ihave ¢ conversation like that?

Zwi Ne, I den’t think sc.

ﬁé. All you understand was from time to time someone from
ﬂSave Meine Yankee might want some information, vou were to gc¢

)"

joet i+7

A Basicallu that was my position.
G. What percentage of vour overall time as en emplouee of

|
|
!Centra] Meine Power in that period would you say was devoted
| o : ]
|to this kin¢ of activities?

T~

Asw I indicated to Representative Kelleher earlier I

e

ldon’t reslliy recsll the amount of time. It varied day to day

fand weel tc weelk. I gpent an awful lot of eveninos doing it,
hperso e¢llu, or things, net & corporation thing.
e, Di¢ vou mave out Teports to —— internal reporte to the

tompent on the amount of <ime uou sllocated out of uvour work

r
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e I+ == £he hours, I would have ellocated time to that if
I spent out during the deu. If I didn’t, I wouldn‘t. If 1
l'did it &t night, 1 wouldn'’'t.

}G. I’m'JQst looking for ball park because I‘'m afraid that
iis all we have, From the time you got involved in mid—summer
fl?BQ until the time the referendum came and went, overall
rwhat percentage of your regular work time would you say you

ilogged in for this kind of ectivity with Central Maine Fower

¢
i
{
]
i
1

zCompang?

!

6. 1 don’t think I could --

L@, Woulcd it have been more than five percent”

A I would doubt it seriousluy. But that is your number,

i
'

“thet is not mine, I just don‘t know & number.

nG. You have no ioee?
li s, I covlidn’t give you & -~
el You know, if I said 20 percent from what uovu seig, thet

jlwould be too much, Tight?
I '
e, I believe so, ues, sir,

e Well, I won’t try to scale it down for uou, If vou sat
:

ﬂfive percent —-—

;A. I den’t know whet it was.

He ‘ Nou, in thc course of these meetings, aenercslly what wse

igoing on, who wes talking, whet were they talking aboui, the

listeern: commiitee?

g
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e Adverticing approaches, 1 believe == I‘m trying to be
iprecise irn this, end thet i —-— if I hesitate it is only

{ because I‘m truing tc be precise.

LG. You don‘t have to be so precise that you cen‘t answer
ithe question. Just give me your best recollection, that is
rall.

%A‘ Polling certainly was a factor in there, I believe: houw
Eit wae —— the campaign was generally going.

%G. Well, in your interview with the staff director you said,
iamong other things, that you did remember that at those
;meetings Dr. Potholm would present results and indicate it

ﬁwes either —— how the trencd for the perticuler period was

i
fmoving; do uou remember that?
!

A Yee.

. Ndw. where was he getting these results?

iA. He developed them himself, I believe.

EG. But, uou mentioned polling; isn‘t it e fact that he got

Ethem from conducting polls?
's

{A. I suspectec that is where he got them.

éG. You understood that, uou didn’t just suspect it?

L# I never uwas phgsfcallq with'him, nor did I ever see him
Lconouct & poll. I cen’t answer that he did, that is

hpresumption oni my part thet he dfm

e, You hat the impression, did you not, as uou sat at thic
commitrer. tner Dr. Pothelm was reporting the resultec of his
i H

L
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rpolline eftorts, okau, whether he in fact made the phone

lcells i¢ 0¥ no concerr to me at the moment?

.1\

Yes, I believe iv. '
fG. Is there anuy question about that?
éA. I believe he conducted the polls.
f - REPRESENTATIVE KELLEHER: Can I interrupt you for &
iminute.
[ MR. FLAHERTY: Svure.
EXAMINATION~-BY REPRESENTATIVE KELLEHER OF MR. LEASON:
%G. At these meetings was there any minutes kept®”
LA. I don’t know, sir, I don’t rTecall any.
?C. You don’t know whether there was anu minutes or not kept?
=% No:, sirv, I did not keep anu.
.%G. I1“m not asking whether uvou kept anu. I‘'m asking uou

fwnether somebody else kept them?
A, I don’%t rvecall anuone.
G How manuy of these meetings did you attend. the Save

1
|[Maine Yankee executive meetings?
i

%A. I don’‘t know that they were executive meetings, if they
iwere I —-—
EG. Listen:, I’m having a hard time figuring out whether it

lwaes the steering committee: the executive committee, or the

loocowilil commivtee, but I°11 tell you I know who was there,

11 )
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hG. Sco it doesn’‘t make anu difference whst they called it
|

fwas there any minutec ever kept of the conduct of the

i 4 -~
. business?

LA I don’t recall anu, sir.

5G. Do you recall any of the conduct of the business at all?
%A. Tc the extent that I have testified, vyes

iQ. ' And what was that?

iA. I believe that there was discussions of advertising, or
;what might be done on advertising, what were the results of

Qhow —

?G. Was there any indication of how much moneq‘was being
fspent in regards to Save Maine Yankee -—-

hA. Yes, sir.

LG. -— at those.meetings? Was there anuything ever discussed

labout where the money was coming from at those meetings?

iA. I‘'m sure there was.

;G. Was there anything discussed on who was getting paid at
’those meetings, orT how the expenditures were?

A. I believe so, yes, sirT.

i@. That is good. That is & good answer, That is & goocd
lanswer. Now, the point is in regards to the polling —-

IA. Yes, siT.

he. -— who gave the reéults of the polling at those meetings?
hA. Dr. Potholm.

ﬁ@. ANG, wnét was generallgvthe generel information:; whether
:

L

3
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SwWeUTe o winning ey losingT -

iR Yes, siTv.

ey ANG who wes pauing +for the polling?
LA. The Save Maine Yankee Committee.

P

iG. Was anuone else doing the polling?
EA. Im npt aQare that they were.

ie. At this time?

i

LA, Well —-

REPRESENTATIVE KELLEHER: Sorry, Counselor, Just

ihad € thought, that is all, and 1’11 go back and sit here anc
élisten again; But the point is at the meetings the businecss
hwas conducted, obviously Dr. Potholm was giving his polling
hresults. I mean, isn’t that one of the questions uou askec:
Lcounselor?

MF. FLAHERTY: Theat is correct,

REPRESENTATIVE KELLEHER: Thenk uou
E . CHAIRMAN BALDACCI: Excuse me, Mr. Leasorn, uou
;wanted to make a comment.

{
L THE WITNESS: Yes, I did: because as Representative

lkellieher was mentioning it, Cambridge Reports had- done

B

L - .
jsurveus also for the committee.

i ‘ EXAMINATION-BY CHAIRMAN BALDACCI OF MR. LEASOM:

1 .
lhC. M. Leeson, I have seen copies of agendas for those

. : ; + - : Y T .
meetinge. Anc 1 rezlize thet at meetinge, if you’re holding
lseverel meczaings=. &NCU Yot have an agends, thet you ©alk about

i
It
i

F.
F_;r %0, BOX 207, SABBADY POINT ROAD

L IORTH WINDHAL HhAaINE 0407 X
PRELIL G mm PRESES REPEBREIRG RS FOBIREE



Py s

€J

e -n -d

[y

Y
A

L

mn P

ry
on

32

%old business, or if enubody wants to add or subtract from the
Lminutes of the last meeting in & normal meeting, especially
jwith & company in en effort of Save Meine Yankee and Centrel
l Mmzine Power Companu. That is why I find it kind of difficult
to fethom there mau have not been any minutes, because
'somebody must have been reéponsible for taking notes and
‘seeing who had what responsibilities to do what.

A I don’‘t believe I said nobody did. I just don’t recsll

who did, and I don‘’t remember --

EG. Did uvou ever --
REPRESENTATIVE KELLEHER: Senator, the onlyu reescson
1 asked that question is I was getting & little confused by

tthe witness’ answer saying thet he couldn’t remember how manu

meetinos he attended, or whet the agenda wac.
CHAIRMAN BALDACCI: HNo, I appreciate the

lquestioning.

i
t
i

}G. The onlu thing I want to understand is thet if I
ireceived an agenda for a meeting to receive the minutes from
!the last meeting, or responsibilities of what did take place.

iDi¢ thet occur?

[A. I appreciate what vou‘re sauing.
e Dic¢ thet occur, or uou Just received an agenda?
e, I really == uour recollection is better than mine. I

idon‘t remember thaet I did or dic not receive agendas or

f

|
[copiet 0+ MminNUTEy. 1 wes not sauving there were or were not.
: .
i
T
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| B
'1'm not truinc fto pe evasive. I’'m truing to be forthright on
}it. I Just don’t recell personally whether there were oT

' were not minutes or agendag. It seems lopicel but I cen’i
l'seu that happened.

| REPRESENTATIVE KELLEHER: The important thing.
?excuse me, Senator, if uyou could jJjust remember what some of
ithe contents of the meetings was about.
| Pardon me for eating.

¥ MR. FLAHERTY: Mr. Leason -- are you through, Mr.

“Chairman?

t

G The only other point I would Temind Mr. Leason of igs in

'Mr. Temple’s testimonu, he pinpointed uou as the liaison
ibetween this executive committee, or whatever kind of
! t

Lcommittee it is, and Save Maine Yankee, and polling was one

ho+ vour responsibilitiec.

jA. I believe that not to be & correct statement. I was nozt
Einvolved in polling in 1980.

iG. vwhat g?out‘1982?

i REPRESENTAfIVE KELLEHER: You weren’t involved only
ito the point of hearinc the reports of the polling, ic¢ thet

1

icorrect?

I ‘ : :
I THE WITNESS: I heard the rtesults, yes, sir.
: . REPRESENTATIVE KELLEHER: You were involve¢ to some

jlextent. You can‘t remove yourself to that point
! THZ WITNEBE: 8ir, 1 wasn’t attempting to de thet.

r
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Di¢ vov ir 19EZ heve thet as & responsibilitu, one of

' your responsibilitiec?

i

I fa Net the same function as I did in 1980

PG. What was the function in ‘827

i .

A, In ‘B2 the Atlantic Research existed, and Atlantic

!Research did conduct polls for the Save Maine Yankee

gcommittea

. C. It did do polle for the Save Maine Yankee Committee?
A Correct.
G Was thet one of your responsibilities to coordinate

L&, That is correct. Let me -- I would like you to restate
the question if you would, because I think I tried to ansuwer
it quickly anog didn’t hear uvou out.

g8

[y
n

ﬂG. Fiv quegtion was, one of your Tesponsibilities in
;was to coordinate the polling, the polling information thet
wee being deQeloped bu Atlantic Research with thies steering
committee and the Save Maine Yankee committee?

!A. That was not my function, no. My function was, as far
iSave Maine Yankee Committee, but I did not do any -- I was

|
inot —— I don‘’t have the capability, because I‘m not

lknowledoeable about polling, so I neveér presented, nor did I
coordinste thet informsation with the committec

REPRESENTATIVE KELLEHER: Wheo did? Didn‘t uou Tun

PAtlentic Research’s polling with Save Maine Yankee Committee?

les Atlantic Research, wees to conduct polls which were for the

v
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'Atlantic Research™
THE WITNESE; Yes, sir, mine was an operaetive thing

where we conductes the polls, processed the information, and

'

?provided the information to the committee. But I did not tru

| to characterize or explain the results or anything of that
|nature.
E REPRESENTATIVE KELLEHER: Who did it?

THE WITNESS: I believe that was Dr. Potholm'’s

‘responsibility.
|

; CHAIRMAN BALDACCI: Counsel Flaherty has some

“questions, and I also have some questions on thaet particular

Larea, but I defer to counsel.
? EXAMINATION-BY ATTY. FLAHERTY OF MRFE. LEASON:

hG. You see from the questions that the members of the
; .
icommittee and the cheir are asking, we’re truing te get &t

!the heart of thie thing as quickly as possible, and uwou have

Imo reason to be concerned about being so specific that you
; )
jcan‘t give an answer, okay?
Now, Representative Kelleher asked you, among other

[things, wnether uyou were acquainted —— made acqueintec with

I[the resultc of the polls, and your answer was ues. And, mu

-

t
3 . . . . » ' -
fquestion at %this point.is at those meetings there were

inencouts, weren’t there -—-—

i &, Yec.

t
t
e —— writcven handouts?
|

L

.
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i # Yes
QQ. And, when uvou worked, as you did with Central Maine
{Power, do you have —— were in the habit eof, were you

?instructed to generate memos as to the kind of work you were

doing, and the rTesults, and distribute those memos to the

conterned people such as Mr. Scott?

éA, I don’t recall any memos of that nature.

?G. You must have written memos in your day?

i

ﬁa. Yes, sir, but I don’t —--

ﬁ@. What 1 am‘saging is, foroget Save Maine Yankee; before

}gou ever got invoived with them, wasn’t it & practice in your
' companu for people in your position to write notes and
memoranda about what was happening in & given ares. staff
hconcerns; and wnet have vou, and report your thinkinag, and
ﬂthe resulte of your eFFotts to your superiore?

|

L

pA. In certaein instances. sure.
|

KG. And uou keep subgject files, would you not?¥

A, Yes.

G. dkag, if you were investigating Staff A you might make &
file thaet said Steff A and stick in it everything that

tnappeneo. right{?
I & Certainly,
lG. “Now, one dav uwou got thies unique responsibilitu, as I

isee it, to be & coordinator for & —-- something thet had come
i
linve existence celled Save Maine Yankee; dic uvou meke & file

prwlosoxm75AmmnvPOWTR0Ac
BB NomTH WiNDHAL, maINE 00
PEWIBIEL ane! PEEELS REPBRMIKD RTBBCIRART



r

T.]

P

[4)]

N

m

[y
Pyrs

[y

[VJ

- [
>

ra
™

n
O

n n n
n e

ry

ny

e

rJ
o

3t

ton thel”

E‘F' I‘m sure there was & file.

?G. Dic uouv make ¢ fiie on it?

LA, I‘m sure 1 had & file on it. I don‘t know that I made &

[file on 1%, i

; ’

Q. Well, did someone under your direction make it? 1Is that
i .

Ewhat ie troubling you, whether youv —-

'y You‘re sauying did I have @ file on Save Maine Yankee

Imeterial, and my answer would be yes, I am sure I did have &

ifile of Save Maine Yankee material.

I .

e, Did uou ever produce that file in response to any of
luour superiors’ requests since this committee came into

pexistence?

hé. No, not to my knowledpe.

pc. Do vou stili have it over there?

uﬁ. I prooduced it to the Committee.

;G. That is what I‘m asking.

iA. Everuthing I had is given to the Committee.

Q. Now, uyou were given handouts containing polling results

ibu Dr. Fotholm, weren‘t uou?

| A Yes: but not —-— vyes

i

IG. AnG, did Dr. Potholm discuss with uou and uour
icommittec —— the committee, nox vour committee, the commitiec

'ntne resulzc of guestions that were asked, and masking
I o g . .
louectione. enc tTracking questione?

i

i ,
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i Weli, tTo the term that wou use masking questione, I have

i e mentel picture of onc thing, and what & tracking questiowm

ig

PG, Give me & mental picture of & masking question.

} REPRESENTATIVE WKELLEHER: VYou‘re no different then
ithe rest of us. >WE go through it every time.

;A. As I saw those, they were base line questions which were

. designed to get objective answers from the Tesulte of the
I

Fsurveg, that is the only thing 1 wes aware of, were masking

i
i

i
llguestions were supposed to be.

e, You use the term base line, you obviousluyu know what
tuou're talking about more than I do. What does base linc
ﬁmean?

ﬁﬁ. 1 don‘t kn;w.

@C‘ You don‘t know what base line mean?

!A. I know what the term means.

iG. That i$ whet I’m asking you, what does it mean?

iA_ It Just means the foundation, that is all.

;G. -For what purpose, what purpose, what kind of foundation?
iA. As I understood the purpose of the masking guestione:

ithere were two purposes of it. One was to get objective

i
t

iresults, and the second was to determine if the surveuys thei
jwerTe pbeing conducted were accurate in that other information

|was aveilable from -— that was known on those subjects thes

+
i

“flcovls deverminc if thev —— the percentages in relationship to

|

-

r
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twhat we were petting them we would have & good survey, I

[

i guess
PG Now, wert these two purposes made known to uyou bu Dr.
"Potholm?

{A. I believe that was explained toc me at some point.

ia. Is it fair to sau that he educated the committee, and

Egou as well, as to the nature and purpose of polling?
=y I knew nothing sbout polling. sir.

i G. Was there anyone else on the committee who had anything

'to do with polling other than Dr. Potholm?

=y Well, Winner Wagner would have been involved in i%, I
Lpuesct

s No., theu used the resultc of the polling.
hG. I‘’m talkinp about the person or persons who ascgueinted
t

hgou with the terminology &and the objectives thet uou have

1
1

f

Ust described here to me.

O

[A No, I think that was Dr. Potholm.
“G. Anc you met with Dr. Fotholm &t least as ¢#requentiu c¢

fthat committee met, rTight?

L. Yecs.

he. ANE you mei =— I‘m still in ‘B80.

I Well, in ‘80, I did not meet with him.

C. Les’c po tc ‘B2, the second referendum, okeu. You were
F
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3 glnvolved in that?

& LA Yes, s1T.

= ?G. Atlantic Research was in place?

i . .

4 “A. Correct.

= EG. And you were the man at Atlantic Research?

& |lA Right

7 iG‘ When it came into existence somebody said somethino to
& égou about uyour involvement in Atlantic Research at Central

= ?Meine Fower?

10 jA. Yec.
Tr e, Who?

1 i A Mr. Thurlow.

15 1@ What did he tell you?

14 LA. I believe 1 stated earlier that it was believed fhat the
i< écomnang -

16 hG. I ¥now what he told you the purposes of Atlantic‘

17 iResearch‘were. I‘’m asking you what he told you were going ¢
ie ido with Atlantic Research, what were you going to have to do
19 fwith it? N ‘
20 QA‘ Wnat 1 was going to do was to ask people who wobld be
21 iwilling to do'the telephoning, and to pass the material to
22 }our cambuter secfion and provide the results out.
22 éG. ALl Tight. Were you & paid employee of Atlantic
24 iRésearch?
2t ié‘ No. siv, i was not peid by —-

it
1

F
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G You were peit by Lentrel Maine Power?

] .

li . Yes, siT.

:

I C. And not by Atlantic Research?

b Yes.

i

| C. But you were going to confine your activities now, if 1

éunderstand it, to the development of computer expertise and

éin#ormation for Atlantic Research from polling efforts?

;A. No: sir.

ye. You were not?

EA. No, sir.

?C. Tell me what uou were going to do again.

I f I was — 211 I was -~ my function was several functions.

Uone was to find out if our computer department could program
tthe computer to process polling results

|
?.
e, Anc uou did find out that?
+ .

iA. And I did find out that.

iG. What did you find out?

gé. I found out that it was possible to do that.

;G. And who did you report that to?

!A. Back to Mr. Thurlow.

|&.  Next, what else were you told to do?

iA. Dnce thst waes Tealized, we had that capabilitu and we
gcould then process surveys, then my function was to asi
[people if thet woulc be interested in workihg -— doing

|
litelephone celic for Atlaentic Research.
i
]

[
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%G. Whet people?

‘EA. They were employees, they were nonemployees,
rex—employees, they were students

iG. Who told you to ask people whether they would be
finterested in doing the telephone calls?

fA. I couldn’t take the telephone calls without having
ipeople; that was all, I had to have people that worked in the

i

evenings to do this

“G. Who told you the telephone calls —- that it was your
t

‘responsibility to see that telephone calls were going to be
Imade?

Yy Well, I guess Mr. Thurlow; because he was the one who

iordered the formation of Atlantic Research.

jG. You say you guess Mr. Thurlow. Could it have been

%angnodg else? Could it slso have been Mr. Potholm?
L

A Nac.
;G. Just mr. Thurlow?
A. Yes.
G. Now, I take it then you had to decide where to get these
;bodies to do the work of making the telephone calls. Now, in
doing that uou had to acqua;nt these people with what theu

iwere noing to do, right?

i

iA. Yecs.

C. Anc you were, 1 take it, responsible for seeing thet

fthere wae pleacec in their hands the materizl from which they
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would ask the questions?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And, so the material, it is Fair,to say:. came to you

from someplace?

Yes, sir.

From where?

Well, the iuestions came from Dr. Potholm,

Okay. Now these questions were of all sorts, right?
By all sorts -—-

Some of them were masking questions?

> & » o > o »

There was a survey which might have several pages to
them of X number of questions, there might be 15 questions,
or there might be 30 questions. |

Q. Did you sit down with the people, one or more of them
that you wanted to do this work,. and say. now look, here is
what 1 have here, and here are the questions, and here is
what you have to do?

A, It required ﬁbout maybe 15 or 20 minutes one time with
them, and from then on it was a matter of just asking if they
would appear to work at 5:00 o’clock at night and work until
8:00, 9:00 o’clock at night, and then I would pass them the

sSuTvey at -this point.

Q. But you would obtain the survey from Dr. Potholm?
A, Yes.
11Q. And you would then review the survey, at least initially
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with these people, for 20 minutes or so?
A. Well, this wasn’t a routine. Once the people had done
it it w?s a matter of just picking the poll dialers and
reading the questions.
Q. But these people were spread out, they were in various
places?
A, Most of them were from the general area.
Q. But they had to get paper in hand in order to ask the
questions?
A Yes.
Q. And you saw to that?
A. Yes.
Q. You were the distributor?
A. Sir, we had them come physically to the office.
Q. Okay. What I'm getting at is the written survey
material --
A Yes, sir.
Q. -= which contained all of the questions that were to be

asked, that was in your hands?
A At that point it was., yes.

Well, it was in your hands, right?

Q
. A, Yes, sir,
Q

And you distributed to them whether. they came to your
office or you went to their place of business or their home?

A, They in all instances came to our place of business.
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Q. And you read those questions from time to time?

A. Sure.

Q. And you were interested in the answers to those
questions?

A. Sure.

Q. And those questions —— among those questions were the

so—called masking questions, right?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you remember any of them?

A. They were generally the attitude toward the president,
or the attitude toward the governor, or something like that.
Q. Now, we interrupted you back along, sorry about that, 1
did. You didn’t tell me what your understanding of a
tracking question was 

A. Those —- I am -- 1 -- tracking questions, let me just
say this, I just don’t know anything about tracking because 1
didn’t conduct theﬁ, but my understanding was —-

Q. That is all I want.

A, -— were a short questionnaire of a few questions that
would try to determine how something was taking place, like
the referendum, for example.

Q. And, one could also by the use of these questions —-
certain questions track the profile of a given candidate?

A I don’t believe so on those. I don’t know that, because

you see those are not conducted by Atlantic Research.
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Q. And I take it you were never invqlved in any kind of
polling except on behalf of Atlantic Research?
A. Th?t —— well, except where Cambridge Reports, as I
mentioned, did work for Central Maine.
Q. But that, I understand, was something you knew nothing
about except it was happening?
A, In 1980 they conducted it for Save Maine Yankee, correct,
I knew they had conducted, and I saw the results of that.
Q. I thought you told me you didn’t have anything to do
with polling in 1980. )
A, I personally did not conduct. any polling or —= by
telephoning or processing polling data.
Q. Now, you did process polling data.then in ’'827
A Yes: sir.
Q. Okay, I’m Jjust trying to take your words and see if I

can get this information from you. You just said I didn’t

process polling data in ‘B0, and I assume you did in ‘827

A Yes. ’ :
Q. What does processing polling data mean?
A, Means making telephone calls, having it go through the

computer, and getting a printout.

Q. Okay. Now, when those quéstions were distributed to the
people who were going to make»the phone calls, did you make
any of those phone calls?

A. No, sir.
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Q. Then I take it tho’person making the phone call would
enter the yes, no, or whatever it was. an answer on the form?
Yes, sir.
Ané they would be returned to your office?
Yes., sir.
And you would then take that material -—-
To our computer.
== to the computer and punch it into the computer?
I did not punch it in.
Oversee the punching in?
No, I didn’t oversee it.
Who did it?
It Qas done by our computer people.

Who took the material to the computer?

> P » @ > 2 » o > P > 0 >

I probably walked the papers across the hall, or my
secretary might have walked them down the hall to the
computer department.

Q. But, what happened.to the material after it had been
punched in the computer, what happened to the paper reports?
A. A printout came back. |
G._ The papers that Qero delivered to you at your office and
carried by someone to the computer, what happened t6 them?

A. Those were Jjust —- all they were were answer sheets
which had numbers down the side and blocks and it would have

yes, no, or -- as I recall, and the -- each questioner had
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one questionnaire, they would read from the questionnaire and

mark on this blank answer sheet.

Q. Now, this was in ‘827
A. Yes, sir,
Q. And these —— I want to be sure I understand you, these

survey questions were prepared, organized, and written up by

Dr. Potholm or someone under his direction?

A. ‘Yes

Q. And they were provided to you at Central Maine Power?
A. Yes.

Q. And it was understood that you would see that they were

distribute& to people who would make the phone call so that
the survey could be implemented?

A. That is —- well, they were delivered to —— Central Maine
or Atlantic Research, thgg were delivered to me --

That is why I say to you; they were delivered to you?
Correct.

No question about it?

That is correct.

Physically?

> » » © » o

And I would physically give it to the person doing the
survey.

Q. And you would physically, at least by having it come to
your office, physically receive the filled out Forh after the

surveys had been conducted?
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A. Yes.
Q. And you would see that they were physically transported
to your computer site in-house?
A Yes, sir,
G. And that was then -- that material was then fed into the
computer; is that correct?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. And if it hadn’t been, and there had been some kind of

snafu, Mr. Leason would have been the fellow who would be on

the line?
A, 1 would say so.
Q. Is it fair to say it was your direct responsibility to

see that that was done?

A, I would say that is true, yes.

Q. Okay. Nouw, on&e it got into the computer, what happened
with respect to the material; you got a printout you say?

A, Printout.

Q. What happened to the printout?

A, -1 would receive copies of the printout. and I would
distribute those to various individuals.

Q. Okay. Who were those various individuvals?

A. It varied in time, Mr. Thurlow got a copy of it, Mr.

. Scott would get copies of it occasionally, but didn’t always

get copies, Temple would get copies on some occasions and

other occasions he didn’t. It was a matter of whether they
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wanted them or not. They were large volumes generally.
Potholm got copies of it, the agency on occasion got copies

H

of it, depending on what the survey was for.

G. The agency?
A. Advertising agency.
Q. Who was the édvertising == you mean the people iﬁ LA,

Los Angeles?

A, Well, no. I’h talking about 1982 now.

¢ Okay. Ad Media.

Q. Ad Media, okay.

A Chellis, Conwell & Hale got them, but when we changed
agencies they returned all those.

G. In order to understand the computer printout oné would
have had to have been presented with the code system; is that
right?

A, No, I think it was fairly explanatory, you know, I think
the numbers were all there.

Q. Would the numbers say what it meant? Each question was

numbered, 1 take it?

A, Each question was numbered.
Q. They had to know what the question was?
A. Correct, ana~the printout identified the question, and I

think from reading.the printout you could identify the
question.

Q. Okay. pr. we have heard a lot about.collation,
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collating data, and cross tabulating; can you tell us what
you understand those terms to be?

A I know what the words would mean in normal terms.
Q. Th;t is all I want is normal. It is hard enough for me
to get normal, let alone abnormal; what does it mean?

A, Collation to me means putting papers together so there

is a pile of them in sequence or pages.

Q. How about cross tabulating?

A, Cross tabulating simply means checking this item against
that item.

Q. So that if the computer had information on it in

response to a certain kind of question in one survey, and
then subsequently the same question was asked in another
survey with the information coming in on that one, would it
be fair to say that checking the answers in the second survey
against those in the computer would constitute a kind of
cCToss tabulatiﬁg?

A. I don;t know that you can do that, but I don’t know
enough about computers to know whether you can do that or not.
Q. I'm not talking about the electronic magic of getting it
done. I‘m not talking about any of that. I am just talking

about cross tabulating, the process itself; is that what it

constituted?
A I thougﬁt it constituted within that one survey.
Q. Dkay, what does it mean within the one survey?
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A, That you could take this question in a survey and cross
tabulate it against this question within that survey.
Q. What would be the purpose of doing that?
A, To’get a measure, I guess, of attitudes of people from
various backgrounds, and income levels, and so forth, would
give you a picture of houw people‘Felt in relationship.
Q. Now, these people to whom the information was
disseminated, Thurlow, Scott, Temple, Potholm, and Ad Media,
and Chellis agency, was this given to them just to keep them
abreast of what was going on so they could evaluate the
success Or lack of it with respect to their efforts?
A, To a degree, principallg the agency, that was the intent,
to see how effective, what they were doing was working with
the public. |
Q. Did you have anything more to do with Save Maine Yankee
in 1982 than you had to do with it in 19807
A, I had quite a lot le;s to do in 1982.
Q. Why is that?
A, Well, for one thing. I was now Trunning a department in
the company which I was not in 1980, and the -- I was doing
Atlantic Research stuff, most of which was evening work and
weekend work, and I had @ lot of assignments in that function.
Q. Now, given a lof of assignments --—.

CHAIRMAN BALDACCI: Excuse me, counselor.

EXAMINATION-BY CHAIRMAN BALDACCI OF MR. LEASON:
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Q. By assignments, could you expound on that?
A, Well, in my changed Jjob, as I was then manager of
customer communications, and as such I was responsible for
the com;unications programs that we hoped were going to be
helpful in improving the attitude of the public toward the
company. .

Q. Customer communications is —-- what you’'re talking‘about

is the polling that you do?

A. No, sir.
Q. You want to improve an image? )
A, That was one of the functions, but there were several

functions. One of them was promotion —-- promoting
conservation programs, and safety programs, apd public
attitudes, that was certainly a factor in it.

Q. So you never did any polls to find out what the public
reception was of CMP or whether energy conservation programs
made sense. ,

A, Yes: not in the context of what you referred. As
manager of customer communications, my Job was to implement
corporate programs, to communicate with the public via media,
or speakers, or something like that. Atlantic Research was a
side issue,

Q. So you’'re the person, if you ﬁad to go to Ad Media, or
if you had to go to find some information., or to some

television station, you were the person that would more or
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less be the vehicle for the comp;ng to, say, set up something
with Ad Media so we get some sort of promotional thing going
in these areas to better our image; would that be -—-

A. Well, I didn’t go to any stations or anything like that.

My job was to work with the agency, yes,

Q. So you went to Ad Media?

A Yes.

Q. And you set up the contract with Ad Media -~

A Yes.

Q == for the company, right, for Central Maine Power
Company? ‘

A Yes, for Central Maine.

Q. Right. Nell/ the same time they were involved with
polls that were —— these poll that were being done, were they

other than Ad Media business that was being done with CMP?

A. The work they were doing was for Central Maine Power
Company.
Q. So you send them copies of polls, in response to the

counselor’s questions?

A, Where they had involvement with the company.
Q. Where they had involvement with the company?
A. Yes, sir.

CHAIRMAN BALDACCI: Excuse me, counselor.
MR. FLAHERTY: That’s okay.
EXAMINATION-BY ATTY. FLAHERTY OF MR. LEASON:

4
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Q. On that matter of assignments, how many polls would you
say, knowing that you could be off by a few, were Teceived --
surveys received by you from Dr. Potholm in 1982, and
distrib;ted by you, and fed into —— the results of which were
fed into the computer at Atlaﬁtic Research?
A, Let’s see, Atlantic Research conducted —- I’‘m ball
parking because I can't count them -- maybe six or eight
surveys that_we conducted for Save Maine, may not be that
many for Central Maine. We conducted several for Save Maine
Yankee and I don’t recall whether it was three or four
surveys for Save Maine Yankee. We conducted one for Ad Media
for @ client of theirs. Those are the ones that Atlantic
conducted during that period, that I can recall.
Q. Is it fair to say that regardless of on whose behalf a
poll was being conducted. the survey was developed by Dr.
Potholm and delivered to you; is that correct? ‘

A, When you say the survey delivered to me. you mean the

questions were delivered to me?

Q. Yes.
A, Yes, sir.
Q. They were in every instance prepared by Dr. Potholm and

delivered to you?
A, Yes, because he had the expertise in developing that.
Q. But nobody else was involved on that level, that is to

say developing the, questions structuring the survey,
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deliv;ring it to you for Atlantic Research at that time other
than Dr. Potholm?

A. Not of course being working for the company, that was
under the direction of Mr. Thurlow.

Q. But he was not preparing the polling?

A. No, he wasn’t preparing them, but it was under his
approval that 1 was receiving them.

Q. And all of the work of receiving. collating, if you will,
feeding into the computer. was done by you and people acting
under you at Central Maine Power?

A. Yes.

Q. Were aﬁq of these people paid employees of Atlantic
Research as distinguished from Central Maine Power?

A, The only people fhat were paid were the people that made
the telephone calls. |

Q. And they might not have been employees of either?

A. .Some of them were not: some of them were. VYou see they
were always conducted in evenings, so they were people who
were available.:

Q.  There is no question, is there, the computor equipment
itself, including the disks, and all the rest of it, was
owned by Central Maine Power Company?

A. Yos.‘and they billed Atlantic Research for all thohcost
involved. |

Q. How did Atlantic Research pay for that; where did they
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get the money to pay for it?
A, In the first instance they were structured as a
wholly-owned subsidiary of Central Maine, which, again if
they received payment from Save Maine Yankee:, they received
payment from Ad Media, or any services conducted for those
organizations.'and they were said by CMP for surveys
conducted for CMP.
G- So you’re saying, if I understand you, that the monies
with which they paid the charges made to them, that is made
to Atlantic Research by CMP, were provided by Save Maine
Yankee, CMP; how about New England Telephone?
A I don’t know that at all.
Q. You don’t?
A, I know based on my interview only that a survey which
was questioned was a New England Telephone, other than that,
I did not know it was New England Telephone.
Q. Did you have anything to do with the accumulation of
polling data, or summaries, or anything of that sort, and.the
feeding of it into computers at Bowdoin College?
A. No.
Q. Did you have anything to do with Bowdoin College
personnel or students in th; business of conducting polling
survegs?‘ ‘
A There were some students that came in on occasion to do

telephoning.
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Q. Were you ever provided with any information in the way

of printouts or otherwise from computers at Bowdoin College

‘bearing on the results of polls at that time?

A, Could you restate that?

Q. I’'m trying to find out whether you at Atlantic Research
or Central Maine Power Company in the course of this polling
activity, which you have indicated‘was all developed by Dr.
fptholm. also received any kind of polling data results or
information either through Dr. Potholm, or otherwise, from
the computer facility at Bowdoin Coliege?

A, Well, not knowingly, that I did, possibly the tracking
that you referred to earlier may have been done that way. 1
don’t know that for sure, though.

Q. Would you know from the looks of the material that a
particular printout could not have come from your CMP
computer equipment and must have come from another computer?
A Magbe.that clarifieg thé‘question. because I don‘t
recall anything that was not out of our own computer runs.

Q. Do you recall Dr. Potholm discussing with you and the
committee you were meeting with described here. the results
of polling data received through surveys that were being
stored and cross tabulated at Bowdoin as distinguished from
Atlantic Research? |

A. No, sir, I don‘t.

Q. Now, during that period of time, in 1982, when you were.
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doing the work you described with Atlantic Research, you have
indicated you were paid by Central Maine Power Company; is

that correct?

v

A, In 1982, sir?

Q. Yes.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And, how much time were you devoting to this activity

that involved Pothoim and Atlantic Research at that time?
I‘'m talking now about the whole period when you started up

the campaign until the end of the referendum, what percentage

of your time?

A. Please, again, this is 19827
Q. That’s correct.
A, The only involvement I had with Dr. Potholm during that

particular period was principally in relationship to the
dealings of surveys that were being conducted for either CMP
or Save Maine Yankee committee.

Q. I’'m trying to find out what percentage of your time was
devoted to it over that period of time?

A, Maybe two or three percent of my time possibly.

Q. Two or three percent. Did you make the same kinds of

A Well, in 1982 Dr. Potholm was then -- had been hired by
Mr. Thurlow as @ consultant to Central Maine Power Company.

and as such when surveys were being conducted for Central

written entries and allocations at fhat time that you did in ‘801

4
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Maine Power Company I had association with him ~-

Q. As well?

A, -~ at that point. And, the Atlantic Research was not an

all consuming kind of function., really, it was a --

Q. Okay. What are you doing now for the company?

A, I’'m director of advertising.

Q. Do you have anything to do with Atlantic Research?

A. No, sir.

Q. It went out of business, right?

A.. That’s correct. )
Q. When was that?

A. I don’t remember the precise date, but year and a half
ago., maybe,

Q. Do you know why?

A. Yes, because of the Robert Scott affair, I believe.

Q. What did that have to do with putting Atlantic Research

out of business?

A That was a determination on the part of =- I’m speaking
out of turn, because ]I don’t know precisely. I know it went
out, and I don’t remember the date it went out. It went out
with a decision, I don’t whether it was Mr. Rowe, the present
president —— I believe it was out before -- no, 1 believe it
was out well before his arrival. I think it went out in 1983
sometime. I wish I could be precise.

REPRESENTATIVE KELLEHER: What was the reason?
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MR. FLAHERTY: I think he mentioned th; Scott
affair,
Q. Yo?'re talking about the problem with the PUC?
A I think it was determined that this was a function that
the company probably should remove itself from.
Q. Okag. Now did you store —— did you have occasion to
store the printout material that came off the computer at
Central Maine Power in that period of time, printout material?
A, By storing it, yes, sir, 1 had them in files. yes.
Q. Mr. Leason, do you recall on at least one occasion Dr.
Potholm ran a survey throug; your computer that was not
undertaken on behalf of Central Maine Power and/or on behal#f
of Atlantic Research?
A. I don’t know that he ran it through, but there was one
study that was conducted by him which we processed the data
on.
Q. By processed, you mean you took it from him and put it
through the computer for him?
A, I don’t know that I took it from him personally. I was
told by Mr. Thurlow that it was all right to process this
document, that —— or =- or these -- these rcsults‘of
telephone calls, and those were ﬁrocosscd. and 1 —— later it
was called, I believe, the New England Telephone study., but I
didn’‘t identify it at the time. ‘

Q. At the time all you knew you were asked by Mr. Thurlow
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to do this?
A. Yes.
Q. wh?t do you mean when you say you processed it? I hope

you pardon me but I don’t know what you mean.

A. I took it to the computer department, theq ran it
through, and gave me the printout, and the printouts were
returned.

Q. So, all it did was say a number of answers yes, number

of answers no --

A Yes.
Q. -— is that the idea?
A. Yes.
Q. And undecided, that type of thing?
A. Yes.
Q. Was that ever paid for by anybody: to your knowledge?
A, I have no idea.
Q. You certainly don’t know that it was to your knowledge?
A No, I don’t.
EXAMINATION-BY CHAIRMAN BALDACCI OF MR. LEASON:
Q. Mr. Leason, no one could do anything in that computer

process without your approval; is that correct?

A, Well, certainly -— I don’t have anything to do with the
direction of the computer, Senator. Ne.have a manager of
that department and he is responsible for everything that

goes through.
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Q. So you‘re not the point man, so that if I had an
agreement with Mr. Thurlow to do a particular service that
required the use of the computers, you would be the person
that 1 would go to with my information that I wanted
processed?
A No, not routinely.
Q. Would you be the person I would go to if I wanted
information out of the computer?

A. No, sir,

EXAMINATION=BY ATTY. FLAHERTY OF MR. LEASON:

Q. Who would be the person?
A. It depends on what qou're.interested in. .
Q. We’re interested in who would be contacted for

information with respect to this polling activity?

A. Okay., in polling activity, I guess I was nof the only
person that processed polling data, because there are many
departments that conducted client surveys, for example, and
things of that nature, which goes through the survey which I
had nothing to do with. But, in the context of our
discussion today I would say yes, I was probably the person
that would have come through -- would have been the person
whom you would have to go through, and then I would have
phusicailg taken it to the éomputor people.

Q. Is it fair to say if Dr. Potholm had wanted to haQe

access to the computer he need not necessarily have gone
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through you?
A, It is possible, but --
G. I’'m now talking in that same time frame, ‘82.

v

EXAMINATION-BY CHAIRMAN BALDACCI OF MR. LEASON:
It is possible? ‘
It is highly improbable, but possibly possibli.
Highly improbable, but not impossible?

I think it impossible, but --

e > 0 > B

You said earlier in your testimony that you provided
copies of polls to Mr. Thurlow, Mr. Scott occasionally., Mr.
Temple, and Mr. Potholm, and sometimes Ad Media, right?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Now, am 1 to take it that you said on a regular basis
then you would give polls to Mr. Thurlow, Mr. Potholm, more
than the others?

A, Absolutely. Those two people always got all the results
of the polls.

Q. And those polls that were done were six or eight surveys
for CMP, three or four for Save Maine Yankee: and one for Ad
Media?

A, That is the best of my recollection, there may have been

more oT less than that.

Q. In that ball pﬁrk?
A, In the ball park, yes.
G. So, Mr. Thurlow, if 1 can remember.correctly, said in
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his testimony that it would be -— that it wasn’t a successful
venture, Atlantic Research, because they only had one client,
and Mr.’Potholm’s responsibility was to go out and get
business, set up the program. and do everything else to make
that a successful money-making venture?

A, I# that is the case, I don’t know about that. I didn'¢

have any conversations like that.

Q. You didn’t have any conversations like that?

A. No, sir.

Q. Mr. Leason, you‘re still with Central Maine Power
Company?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. You‘re in charge of advertising?

A. Yes.

Q. And you H;ndle energy loan conservation advertising?
A. Yes.

@. What firm do you do that with?

A Ad Media.

Q. You do that with Ad Media?

A Yosob

Q. 1 remember we had a bill in the legislature a year ago,

two years ago to make sure they got the money from PUC that
they were éxpending for advertising.
A. Yes, sirT.

Q. I#f I remember correctly that bill was $1350,000, not all
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advertising, but was for work that was done up front in
setting up this program, plus advertising was a major portion
of that; is that correct?

A I don’t know., sir.
Q. Now, you did a poll for Ad Media; how did you
established @ cost to Ad Media for doing that poll?
A. The conservation programs, I don’t know the context
we’re discussing now.
Q. You said you did a poll at Atlantic Research --

REPRESENTATIVE KELLEHER: I don’t either, I’m lost
mysel#f.

CHAIRMAN BALDACCI: Qell» I'm not, but that is all
right.

REPRESENTATIVE KELLEHER: Just so that I’m not lost,
how does this all tie in to what we’re doing here?

CHAIRMAN BALDACCI: I want to find out how Mr, --

how this Atlantic Research established a cost for doing the

|[polls.

Q. How did they establish @ cost for doing the polls, and
was it under market value, or over market value, or —— that
is what I’m trying to find out. ©So you did a poll for a
private firm, Ad Media, wﬁat was the cost for doing the pdll.
‘how did you establish a coit?

.A. When Atlantic Research w;s originally structured, early

on when it was structured, 1 sat with our accounting people,
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and the accounting people developed some analyses of what the
costs should be of polls, which included the developmental
costs of the computer program, space costs, all of those
normal business costs which would be incurred with the use of
Pacilities.'lighting. heating, and the exclusion to that was
telephone. Telephones were paid directly for and owned by
Atlantic Research.

Q. Let me tell you the thihg that bothers me, and this is

going to conceptualize it I think for Representative Kelleher

J@ little bit better, we had testimony from a gentleman called

Hugh Marcum, qnd his testimony was basically about vendor
contributions, and about the return of that moneq.through
potential contracts in the future. Now, what I have taken
down here for notes is that you had some sort of a
relationship as far as Central Méine Power Company is
concerned with Ad Media --

A, Yes.

Q. == on & regular basis for advertisinﬁ or whatever else.
At the same time you were paying them a lot of money ~- money
for their services, and at the same time Ad Media was
vtilizing your services at Atlantic Research to do polling?
A. For pay.

Q. For pay that was established through this very strict
accouﬁting procedure; do you have copies of how that was set

up?
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A, I believe the copies have all been provided to the
Committee. That particular survey was paid for by Ad Media
that I referred to.
Q. In your accounting for your own time, Mr. Leason, uwe
initially had testimony from our auditors and from others
that they were estimates for the tihe spent on political
activity, an estimate, on a monthly basis of how much time
was spent. Do you want to elaborate as far as your political
activity, and how it was conceptualized as far as rate making
purposes”?
A, If you’re referring to Save:Maine Yankee, if 1 spen;
hours working for Save Maine Yankee. per se; I would have put
those hours in as having worked for Save Maine Yankee.
Obviously, if I didn‘t work for them I put them as working

for Central Maine Power.

Q. Who did you give those figures to?
A, That normally through the accounting system.
Q. Why would they use estimates instead of your actual

logged time?

A. I don’t think I said estimates.

Q. No. they said they used estimates.

A. I can’t answer this question, I don’t know.
REPRESENTATIVE KELLEHER: May I askla question?
CHAIRMAN BALDACCI: Certainly.

EXAMINATION~BY REPRESENTATIVE KELLEHER OF MR. LEASON:
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Q. Mr. Flaherty asked you a question a while a#g0 and you
answered it in regards to the printouts, and correct me if I
miss anything that you said, but you said they were fairly
large documents, like Mr. Thurlow got one, Mr. Temple got one,
and sometimes they didn’t always get one; were they ever
condensed?
A. Yes, they were, Sometimes I was asked to Jjust put the
numbers behind the questions on the survey.
Q. Seems to me if I were working for CMP, or if I was with
Save Maine Yankeo,‘and I know how lazy I am here in the
legislature, I wouldn’t read this document to save my soul,
exc;pt there is a lot of interesting papers in there, but I
would simply saq.to my staff people look, I don’t want
something that weighs 26 pounds. All I want to know is where
is the beef. UWe are spending so much dough, are we winning
or losing. And I appreciate the fact that you did print them
out. I’'m sure there must have been some people,vmaqbe there
were some'people that were less interested in reading a 10-pound
document when you could have said here is 10 basic questions,
we’‘re winning, losing, winning the north, losing the south:;
this guy is going to be elected governor, this guy likes
Palmolive toothpaste, whifever. I# you condensed them at all,
and you could have, did you condense them?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did they go outside of the company, to your knowledge?
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A, Not to my knowledge.
Q. When you condensed them, did you do it yourseléf, or

did -— or did someone else do it? I don’t mean you do it,

v

personally.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. It was done by you?

A. Yes, sir,

Q. Who would primarily get the report, both the thick

volume and the single sheet, if it was a single sheet?

A, You mean getting both of them? |

Q. Both or either one of them. -

A, Well, the people fhat I told you got the computer
printouts:, and the reason I said occasionally is that Mr.
Scott was not interested. Finally he said he didn’t want the
computer printouts.

Q. Tell me, 3l1l 1 ever want to know from you is are we
winning or losing, but I had to report to somebodq, I might
want to be able to give in detail what the pércentages'are.

A. As I say, Mr. Thurlow I always gave the computer runs to,
he seemed to want them, I gave them to him. I believe 1 gave

one of these sheets that I also supplied to Mr. Scott.

1 Q. Was this information priviloged for a certain few?
A, Yes,
Q. Do you ever know of it being distributed in any way to

other people?
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A, Not to my knowledge, no.
REPRESENTATIVE KELLEHER: 1’11 hang up on that for

the moment.

v

EXAMINATION-BY ATTY. FLAHERTY OF MR LEASON:
Q. Mr. Leason, was there ever a survey that you were aware
of submitted to you by Dr. Potholm for polling that did not

contain these political type masking questions?

A, The ones that were conducted by Atlantic Research?
Q. Yes.

A. Not to my knowledge. no, sir.

Q. I‘m talking now about the ones conducted by Atlantic

Research and which you were aware.

A. No, 1 think --

Q. They all contained those questions?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was there any particular place in the computer for
storing, for extracting the answers to those questions as
distinguished #rom the main body of the questions for a
specific poll, like the Palmolive deal, and kept separately?
A. You could do that I suppose.

Q. I1# 1 said Mr. Leason, I, Dr. Potholm, want to know where
we are with respect to the gubernatorial race, could you push
j button and pull thgt out for me off the computer?

A. Could, but the computer printout had it on it, too.

Q. It is fair to say, the masking questions, the answers to
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those were retained, and they were constantly updated in this

fashion, the surveys?

1 yon’t know what your meaning by =--

Well --

They are in the computer, yes.

And there'never was a survey that didn‘’t have them?
No.

So anyone in Dr. Potholm’s position with access to the

computer could get that information any time?

Not from our computer he couldn’t,

Why?

Because he didn’t have access to the computer.
I mean he could get it through you?

He could get it because he got the computer run from the

survey, yes.

That is correct.
Yes.

Did he ever ask you to Tun any special analqées for him

on the computer?

Not that I‘m aware of, no.

I'‘'m only asking that you’re aware of.
No, I’m not aware of it.

ATe you aware he asked anqbodg else?.
No.

Are you aware that he in fact conducted any special
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analyses on that computer?

A, Not on that computer to my knowledge.

Q. Okay. Now, approximately how many meetings did you have
at which Dr. Potholm was in attendance, for instance, from
the time you undertook the coordinator’s role and the

activity on behalf of Atlantic Research in 19827

A. Well, as consultant he was in the office several time; a
month.

Q. Would you say he was in the office several times a week?
A. On some occasions he might have been.

G.- I# you had to average it out, Mr, Leason, on a weekly

basis, or on @ monthly basis over that period of time, houw
frequently was Dr. Potholm in the CMP office?

A, I can’t answer the question because he didn’t come to
the office to see me, and it is very possible he was in the
office many times that I didn‘’t know about. I know
personally I saw him --

Q. That is all I want, personally, that you saw him.

A. Sometimes I didn’t see him for two months, then I would
see him for three or four times in one week. And I don’t
Teally know how to estimate over the course of that time how
many times ] saw him. I saw him a number of times.

Q. A lot, is thit fair?

A, Frequently.

Q. A lot, is that fair?
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A. Well --
Q. You said frequently.
A. Well, as I said, sometimes there were months I didn’t

see him, and sometimes I would see him quite a lot.

Q. You really want us to understand that there were months
when you didn’t see him?

A. Yes.

Q. How frequently did the committee meet, the steering

committee?

A, There were periods there was no group iike that existing.
Q. Months, for monfhs?

A. Sure. Yes, sir,

Q. You’re talking ‘82 now?

A, I'm talking ’8B1.

Q. I‘m talking ’82. It existed then, didn’t it?

A, Yes.

Q. And it existed in ‘807

A, Yes.

Q. Those were the two times the referendum was on the
griddle?

A. Yes.

Q. So the time it didn‘t exist wai when the referendum

wasn’t on the griddle?
A. Yes.

Q. S0 during the period when it did exist, and that is all
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I‘’m interested in, and that is all this Committee is
interested in, Dr. Potholm was at the CMP premises frequently,
to your knowledge?
A, That —— 1 guess I don’t know what frequent =— 1 know
what frequently means, but --
Q. You said several a uweek.
A. Yes, I have no reason -— he was there, and I don’t know
you know -—-
Q. I’'m just going to have to refine my question now that I
know how you were trying to answer it. In ‘82 during the
Save Maine Yankee, or the Maine Yankee referendum, how many
times a week was he there?
A, I would have no idea.
Q. Okay, no idea at all?
A. I couldn’t =— I wasn’t that much involved in the Save
Maine Yankee in 1982.
Q. Ckay, let’s go to ’'BO how many times?
A. 1980, maybe once a week on average.
Q. And that would be == I’m talking now not while he was at
these meetings, that is apothor time, right, when he happened
to be at the meetings?
A, That isAwhen I saw him principally,
Did he talk with you frequently Dr. Potholm?

On the tel:phoﬁo he talked to me frequently.

e » ©

Well., that is talking with you as I view it.
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Yes.
Okay. And that happened several times a week, didn’t it?
Ye§. sir.

Isn’t that right?

Yes.

e > o > o »

Is it fair to say he was in regular communication with
you during that period?

A, Correct.

Q. With respect to polling data, development of polling
questions, and the like?

A, Principally his assignment as I got it was consultant to
the company, aside from drafting questionnaires for the
surveys, was to advise on structure of advertising programs.
and things of that nature.

Q. When was the last time you ever talked with Dr. Potholm

prior to this appearance here today?

A, Two months, maybe.

Q. Two months ago?

A. Possibly.

Q. Have you ever had anything to do with him since?
A No, sir.

MR. FLAHERTY: I have no further questions at this

time, Mr. Chairman.
CHAIRHAN.BALDACCI: Are there any questiohs of the

Committee at this time of Mr. Leason?
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EXAMINATION-BY CHAIRMAN BALDACCI OF MR. LEASON:
Q. Mr. Leason, I have Just one question: You mentioned
about base line, and you said that that was a foundation.
And you said basically., in lay person’s terms, that is
objective results, and also to demonstrate whether the survéq
was accurate or not, right?
A I did state that.
Q. Now: in order to make sure that a survey that was done
by Atlantic Research, or done by you, cutting through the
different mazes, was done by you is accurate, how would you
check that accuracy, off of other polls that were done?
A. 1 can’t answer that question. All I know is that was my
impression that there were Harris polls being done and other
polls which --
Q. You covuld checi the accuracy off the other polls, not
you particuvlarly -—-
A, Correct, that was one impression, yes.
Q. So that in order to preserve the accuracy, so you were

aware that they were looking at other polls that were being

done?
A, I presume so, I don’t know. 1 would say yes, I would
guess so. |
. Q. Who handled the discussion on that, Mr. ﬁotholm?
A, There wasn’t any diséussion on it. You asked thé

question of what I meant by base line, or what I understood
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base line to mean. I tried to explain what I perceive base
line to be for what we call masking questions.

Q. So in front of this Save Maine Yankee group, or steering
committee group, or whatever group it was that you would sit
down and review these results among other things being done,
who would lead the discussion about these particular polls
and what they showed to be?
A. Dr. Potholm wduld lead that discussion.
Q. Okay. And it is your understanding that other polls had
been reviewed by Dr. Potholm to show accuracy for the polls
that were being done and analyzed by that particular group?
A, That was my opinion.

CHAIRMAN BALDACCI: Okay. Thank you very much.

MR. FLAHERTY: I was going to say before you leave
I Just want to make one thing clear for the clear so there be
no doubt about it. Mr. Delahanty, sitting with you here
today, is he your counsel for these purposes?

THE WITNESS: Yes.

MR. FLAHERTY: Fine, thank you.

EXAMINATION-BY REPRESENTATIVE KELLEHER OF MR. LEASON:

Q. Was there ever a poll conducted for Congressman Emery

that.was used as a comparison on polls done by CMP?

A, I don't’know. Representative.
Q. Or Atlantic Research?

A, I don’t know that.
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Q. Would it be possible that a poll could have been done
for Congressman Emery and they were cross checking it,
checking it with existing polls done by CMP for the validity
of the Emery poll, could it have been possible that that
tould have heappened without you knowing about it?

A I don’t know how to answer the question.

Q. Is it possible or is it impossible? It is impossible

for me to f1ly up in the air but if I jumped out that window I

would go down. Is it possible?
A I suppose it is.
Q. If you suppose it is, would you say that becauvse Dr.

Potholm was as frequent around the CMP premises as the roof
was on the building that he could have got in and used your

equipment without your knowledge?

A No, he could not have.

Q That would have been impossible for him to do?

A 1 believe so, q;s.

Q. Why?

A Because I have been told by our computer people that is

not possible. )

Q. That is not possible. Is it possible that Dr. Potholm
might have Qanted to use the data material that CMP or
Atlantic Research used without giving you an e;planation of
what he was going fo use it for?

A, I suppose that is possible, too. 1 don’t know what --—
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Did he ever?
Not to my knowledge.
Did any of his associates ever?

I don’t know that.

P > B > 0

Did any of his associates ever do bpsiness with CMP
people below you that you might not be aware of?

A, By associates --

Q. Employees underneath you either in Atlantic Research or
the computer room. My expression, just sitting here
listening to you, but more importantly when Thurlow or Temple
was here, or any of the rest of the gentlemen that worked up
there. he had an unusual connection with CMP in regards to
Save Maine Yankee and the united effort for that, Save Maine
Yankee and the second referendum. At one point I almost
think he was your boss setting up and programming Atlantic
Research, because 1 would have been in the same position as
you. I don’t know a damned thing about them. You got an
assignment. Is it possible his Prequency around there would

give him the opportunity to get in and use material,

equipment, or whatever, that is owned by CMP to validate
other polls that he was doing?

A, I'm told that that is not‘possible by our computer
beople. |

Q. And why?

A, ‘Because you have to know how to access the systems.-
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Beyond that I don’t know what they are talking about, but you
would have to be a person who understood the system.
Q. Could he have asked for information and then reused it
to vali;ate another poll?
A, He could have asked for it, but I don’t recall him
asking for it.
REPRESENTATIVE KELLEHER: That is enough for the
moment.
EXAMINATION-BY ATTY. FLAHERTY OF MR. LEASON:
Q. One last question, Mr. Leason: is it correct that Bn
the occasion —— one request, he could have had everything
this computer ha& on a printout?
You mean from all of the surveys?
Yes.
I don’t --

If he asked for it could he have it?

A
Q
A
Q
A. I can’t answer the question.
Q It was stored there, right?

A Yes.

Q. And Mr. Thurlow testified that he ordered the computer
purged?

A. Yes.

Q. Until that time "he said he was asthishea to find that

everything was still there?

A, Yes,
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Q. While it was still there, it is fair t; say, isn‘t it,
that Dr. Potholm could have obtained a total printout of
everything on there, so that after it was purged he still had

the information?
|

A. That is possible, yes, sir.

Q But you don’t know whether he did that?

A. I‘m not aware if it ever happened.

(€] But he did ask for printouts from time to time., right,

you’re aware of that?

A, Not beyond those printouts that were provided at the end

of each survey.

Q. I know, but I‘’m saying he asked for printouts at the end

of each survey?

A. Sure.

¢} He got them?

A He was doing the analyses --
Q. But he got them?

A Yes.

MR. FLAHERTY: That is all.

CHAIRMAN BALDACCI: Are there any other questions
for Mr. Leason.

None.

MR. DELAHANTY: 1 would Just like to have a moment
to confer with Mr. Leason. . '

CHAIRMAN BALDACCI: Certainly, go right ahead,
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short recess for a moment.
(A short recess was taken.)

CHAIRMAN BALDACCI: Mr, Delahanty., you have had an
opportunity to talk with your -—-

MR. DELAHANTY: 1 have nothing.

CHAIRMAN BALDACCI: VYou have nothing to say.

Mr. Leason, 1 went to thank you very much for being
here today and making yourself available, thank you very much,.

Marjorie Force. Would you please stand.
MARJORIE R. FORCE, having been duly sworn by the Chairman,

was examined and testified ésyfollows:

EXAMINATION-BY CHAIRMAN BALDACCI OF MS. FORCE:
Q. Please be seated, and state your name and occupation for
the record.
A, My name is Marjorie R. Force, and I‘’m a senior
programmer analyst at Central Maine Power Company.

CHAIRMAN BALDACCI: Mr. Flaherty, would you care to
examine.

EXAMINATION-BY ATTY. FLAHMERTY OF MS. FORCE:
Q Miss Force, have you ever testified before?
A No. I gave a deposition to Mr, Moskowitz.
Q. Okay, so at least you know what the process is.
A Yes. |
Q Would you be kind enough to tell me just what a computer

programmer.is} what he or she does?
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A, You would write programs, or help maintain programs,
computer programs that run on the computer at CMP whose

purpose is to do any number of things for the people at CMP.

Q. How long have you been an employee of CMP?

A. 5-1/2 years. |

Q. And throbghout that period have you been a computer
programmer?

A. Yes.

Q. And when you came on 5-1/2 years ago had the computer

system been there already?

A, Yes.

Q. So this was ﬁot a new start up affair at thatlpoint?

A No.

Q. Did it become upgraded, enhanced, or updated during the

period of your employment there?

A, Yes, we purchased a new computer in the last five years,
an IBM compﬁter.'

Q. Aﬁd. prior to 1980 1 take it you were doing in-house
programming for various types of efforts that the company uwas
undertaking?

A Yes.

Q. And, getting assistance from the computer in the
undertaking; is that right, whatever?

A, Yes.

Q. Now, this programming we’‘'re talking about, is that what
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we generally hear as being software?
A, Yes.
Q. So you developed the softwares, so to speak, for any

v

given activity that you expected the computer to perform?
A Yes.

Q. And 1 take it in that respect someone would sit down
with you and acquaint you with what he or §he was trying to
get accomplished here, and ask you first whether it was
possible with the computer?

A, Yes.

Q. And then qdu would begin to develop the program?

A, That’s right.

Q. And sometime in 19 -— well, sometime between 19 —-

computer system to be programmed to receive polling data?

of ‘B0, prior to September,d# 1980, before Atlantic

beginning of 1980 and the end of 1982, did you get consulted

by people at CMP, or otherwise, regarding the ability of your

A Yes.

Q. And, when would that have been?

A. I don’t --

Q. I’'m not asking for a specific date now.

A. in that time frame that you mentioned, I would guess ‘80
to ‘B1.

Q. Can you tie it to the Pirsf Maine Yankee referendum

efforts, which would have been in mid 1980, late -— September
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Research -—-—

A. I'm sorry, 1 don’t know if it was before or after that
referendum.
Q. Whenever it was, someone came to you or some group of

people, I take it, at Centrasl Maine Power, and acquainted you
with their desires?

A. That’s right,

Q. Who were those people?

A Bob Leason —— Bob Leason. and Chris Potholm was with him
from the beginning of the development of that program.

Q. So, in the very first occasibn on which you were
consulted regarding the programming for these purposes, the
people consulting you were Mr. Leason and Mr. Potholm?

A, That’s Tight.

Q. And can you tell us generally, as best you can recall,

what they told you they wanted to accomplish?

A. Yes, they said that they would - that they wanted to
take surveys, contact people, ask them questions:. and they
wanted the ability to analyze the results of the questions
that theﬁAasked. And they explained that what they wanted to
be able to do basically was counting, how many people
angwered each question with eachvpossible answer. And the
6ther area that they were interested in was to relate
demographic information about the peopl; that they survggedo

that is their age, rTace, sex, education level, with how they
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answered the questions to find out - to find out what — 1
don’t know what to find out. That is what they wanted to do.
Q. Now, at that time who was rTeally telling you -- was one
of them more prominent than the other in this discussion, or
was Mr. Potholm as actively in this discussion as to what he
wanted as Mr. Leason, or vice versa, or what?
A Mr. Potholm was the one that knew how we wanted to
analyze the surveys, so0 I would say he was the one that kneuw
what we wanted. But, I never discussed anything with just
Mr. Potholm. Mr. Leason was always there because officially

I was working for Mr. Leason on the project.

Q. So Leason was always there when Potholm was there? Y
A, Yes.
Q. Now, approximately how many times did you meet with Mr.

Potholm from that first meeting -— from and after that first
meeting in developing your computer program?
A, I would guess between five and 10 times.
Q. Now: as a programmer would you also perform the function

of feeding the results into the machine, into the terminal?

A, No.

Q. Did you in this case ever do it?

A No. |

Q. Who would h;vq doﬁe that?

A The results -- I want to make sure I don’t miss the

question. The results -— the answers to the'responses to the
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suTrveys?

Q. That is what I‘m talking about.

A. Ok?g.

Q. I'm sorry?

A, ‘Noﬁld always go on sheets of paper, the poller would

£ill out sheets of paper and they would be entered in the

computer by our key punch staff.

1 Q. That was @ purely mechanical function of seeing the

answer and punching it in?

A. Yes.

Q. -- going to the next one and punch it in, keying the
number that question represented in the computer?

A. Yes.

Q. Now, the keying system, and the method of arranging the
questions through the keying system, was all done by you
initially, right, setting up the keying system?

A. Yes.

Q. In order to set up that kegin§ system you had to make
sohe Judgment calls, didn’t you, on categories, in other
words similarities between questions and categories?

A, No, I wouldn’t say that. Do you mean that given any
survey form the first question was going to be what is your

age and they had -

Q. Well, let me ask it this way, I am probably not doing

too well because I don‘t understand what I‘m talking about.
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But you were told, I take it, that a number of questions, by
way of illustration, 15 would be asked, and I take it you

would want to know were they all different questions, right?

A. Yes.

Q. And I take it you would be told yes?

A Yes. —

Q. " And, would you have to do anything more at that point

than simply assign a number to each of those questions?

A. Well, yes a number would be assigned to each question.
1 didn‘’t do that. The number would basiﬁallq come from the
order that it came on the survey form. Then each res;onse to
each question would get a number, like one would be, yes
wbuld be one, no would be two, that tupe of thing. I didn‘t
do that. We set up a general scheme when we developed the
whole system that any given question. each response to a
given question would be assigned a number from one on up,
however many responses there are, and it was Mr. Leason’s
office had preprinted forms on which they filled out a title
for each question, the purpose of the title being to print
out the reports which would tell what the question was. And
then they ——

Q. Excuse me, what do you mean a title for each question?
A, Well, if there were 15 questions, when the report came
out, say how many people answered different possible

Tesponses for question one, would be on one page, and they.
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like the title on the top of that page indicating what that
question was, just enough to give them an idea what the
questiop was.

Q. Now:; were you told in developing the programming here.
or the possibility of programming, that there were going to
be various types of questions in the same surveys, and would
that have been significant to you in programming it?

A, No, the only —- the one thing that would be significant
was there would always be demographic questions, and they
were fixed and didn’‘’t vary from survey to survey, or at least
they didn‘t until we changed the program, and that there was
a second type of questions which would be -— were the opinion
questions. So there were those two types, but among the
opinion questions the arrangement was that there was anything
and everything in there. There were just questions with
responses that could be coded one through nine.

Q. Well, let’s go to the demographic questions for a moment.

Those aré what I guess you’re calling a constant. They

appeared —-

A, That we tried to keep those the same from one survey to
the next.

Q. Could you give me éh example of one of those questions?

A, Age, and there were break points under 21, 21 to 35,
something like that. I don’t think those are fhe exact

numbers, Tace, sex, whether you were a member of a union,
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‘political party, the town you lived in, there were a few more.

Q. And those appeared on every survey?

A. Yes.

aQ. And were part of the programming?

A Yes.

Q. Identification of those questions?

A, Yes.

Q. Then in the opinion sector you would have the variables,
right?

A, That’s right. There was nothing‘iﬁ the program that

would —- that -- well, the program was such so that those
opinion questions could be about anything, and the onlg way
that what the -—- that the meaning of the questions showed up
were as input to the program. Bob Leason’s secretary filled
out this preprinted form I spoke of where she would indicate
8 brief title for each question, and a brief title for each
possible response, and that simply showed up on'the report so
that someone looking at thé report could idéntifg what they
were looking at.

And this was done by Bob Leason’s secretary?

Yes.

In each instance?

Yes.

And: what is her name?

> & » 0 > o

- Donna Higgins.

t
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Q. Is she still with Mr. Leason?
A. I don’t know.
Q. No?. among those opinion category questions one would

find, according to Mr. Leason, always at CMP in this polling
area, political type masking and tracking questions?

A.. I don’t know.

Q. You wouldn’t know that as a programmer?
A. No.
Q. So that once you did the programming of the computer so

th;t it could receive, and store, and kick out responses in
an organized fashion, and coded fashion, you had done your
Job; is that right?

A.‘ That'’s right.

Q. You had nothing more to do with it?

A. Well, when each survey was taken Donna Higgins filled

I didn’t have to, I wouldn’t have had to except she always
wanted to make sure that she had done everything all right.
And, so I would say that I always looked over her forms when
she was finished. What she put on those forms was key
punched on to cards, and she was to ﬁut the cards together in
certain order that the program expected them, and I would
always look at those cards to make sure she had it all
together properly. So I was involved in that way with, I

think, every survey, to a greater or lesser extent.

out the form with the questions, but I always worked with her.
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Q. And would that involvement have enabled you to see each
time the kinds of questions and answers that were being
utilized?

A, Yes.

Q. Based on that knowledge that you derived in that fashion

|would you agree with Mr. Leason that those kinds of questions

were always on there, and responses?
A, They were often on there. I couldn’t say they were

always on .there.

Q. Do you ever recall seeing one where they weren’t there?
A, I don’t recall seeing one where they weren’t there.
Q. And how many overall would you say were —-- came under

your supervision;‘or came under your gaze in that fashion in
that period of time?

A, Surveys you mean?

Q. Yes, when you were helping or overseeing Miss Higgins.
A, I would say approximately 10 to 12

Q. Were you ever solicited for an opinion of any kind
regarding this data?

A, Not on what quostiéns to ask.A‘Mq opinions would always
be how would the computer react.

Q. Okay, thaf is what I'm §etting at. What would the
questions be to you in tefﬁs of computer reaction?

A, I1f they wanted to change one of the demographic

qQuestions they would speak to me, because the program
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expected specific questions and responses, that would be an
example,

Q. So'qou have to make a modification, is that the idea?
A Yes.

Q. Co ahead.

A

Yes, and another example would be if there was a fixed

||number of questions they could ask, if they felt they were

going to ask too many. they would ask me. That came up on
occasion. There was a fixed number of responses for each
qeustion. If they thought they were going over this he would
ask me iF.theg wanted to ask questions on something other
than @ cut and dried way to responses coded one, two, three,
four, they might ask my opinion on how the re == how they
could set up the question so that it woqld come out right
with these cut and dried one, two, three, four, responses.

Q. Sd, it was strictly a matter of being sure, through you,
that the inFormatioﬁ that was being generated could properly
be fed into and stored by the computer?

A, Yes.

Q. So when it was kicked out it would come out in a

meaningful way as intended?

A Yes.

Q. Okay. Now, what about cross tabulition, Qhat does that
mean?

A. That means that you want to count any individual

@

M N
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response in two directions. In othér words, 1if you picture a
table, where going down the Tows was someone’s sex, male,
Female.'and you know, unknown, of people who didn’t £ill it
in, and going across the columns was the possible responses
to question one., yes., no..magﬁe, what you‘’ll find in the
table how many males said yes, how many males said no, houw
many males said maybe, so forth.

Q. How about kicking out specific tallie; like how many
people responded with respect to Governor Brennan?

A, Okay, what the program always did was print a report for
each opinion question.

Q. So each opinion question there was a report on?

A, Yes, a page on it, that would tell how many people
answered, it would be each possible response.

Q. Okay. Go ahead?

A, And then the other thing that the program always did was
cross tabulations of all the demographic questions with all
the opinion questions. |

Q. So that --

CHAIRMAN BALDACCI: Excuse us just a second. Even
the —— say the masking or tracking questions, it would do
that also? |

THE WITNESS: Well, the —~ yes, as I —— yes, those
questions are considérod opinioﬁ questions.

BY ATTY. FLAHERTY:
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Q. The masking question is an opinion question?
A, Yes: by definition in this program anything that wasn’t
one of ?hose)io or so demographic questions, I‘m calling
opinion questions,
Q. I understand.

MR. FLAHERTY: Do you. Mr. Chairman?

CHAIRMAN BALDACCI: Yes.
Q. Now, Miss Force, 1 take it that all of that information

was stored in the computer’s disks, right?

A. Yes.

Q. And it could be called up at any time by an appropriate
individval?

A, It would be stdred there only as long as they =-— Mr.
Leason was in the process of getting his reports, which would
go on usvally from & few weeks, and then they would be erased
from the disk, usvally when the next survey came along.

Q. But I take it in the meantime there would have been a
printout preserving that information?

A, That’s right.

Q. So that you could safely purge the equipment knowing
that you could always feed it back in from the printout if
you wanted to?

A, I couldn’t feed it in from the printout --

Q. Not directly?

A, No. But you could Feed‘it back -— when we decided when
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we finished with a given survey, part of the normal operation
of‘the program was to put the raw data, which was the
people'? responses, plus —— well, put the raw data off onto a
computer tape, and that is where we would -- if you wanted to
go back months later and rerun that survey., we would pull off
the tape, put it on the disk, and run the program. VYes, we
could also go back redo a survey.

a. Even though the computer disk itself had been purged,
the purging was a transfer of the info from the disk to a
magnetic tape which itself was stored?

A, Yes. |

Q. And which could readily be used to refeed the
information to the programmed computer?

A, Yes.

Q. Okay. Now, what about access. We have been talking
about access, and in the case of the commuter at Central
Maine Power Company, tell us about how one could gain access
to it?

A, You would gain access by being in the office building.
At that time you would have to be in the general office
building, there were no terminal out.

Q. There were no Temote VDTs?

A Right. |

Q. All right.
R ‘

You could either gain access by coming into the building
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and signing on to one of the computer terminals that is there,
and thgt would require you having and knowing a series of
passwords. And then of course once you got on you would have
to know what to do then, how your program worked, how to
activate it. And the other wags would be by submitting card
decks, and again, you would have to know —— there arTe
passwords that would have to be at the beginning of any
individual card deck, and the deck would have to be something
there was & program set up to respond to.

Q. Well, now, who would be responsible, who was responsiblé
for the development of appropriate access passwords, the
programmer? .

A. No, our system is that for any given project of which
this surv?u system would be considered a project, that
project would be given passwords. And it is -— the
programmer wouldn’t design the passwords, we have a technical
supporf group that assigns the passwords and keeps a list of

whose passwords —— who has what passwords.

a. Would it be fair to say that if in this project it was

determined that three people ought to have access to the
information on the computer, three passwords would be

déveloped each different from the other?

A. No, we would all have the same password.
Q.- They would all have the same password?
A, Yes.

N
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Q. Now, in this instance that password would have been you
say, designated by the support group?

A. Yes.

v

Q. And somewhere concealed by them so that it couldn’t be
stolen, or not that any suggestion of that kind is present

here, but —-

A. Yes, they keep a list somewhere.

a There is a list somewhere?

A. Yes.

a Now, do you know that ; password was developed for this

particular project?

Yes, because I would need to know it to run the programs.
You had to know the password?
Yes.

Do you know who else had the password?

> © » © »

The password appears on one of the cards that is on the
deck that Donna Higgins handled —- put together. My guess is
she didn’t know which in all those things was the passwords.,

but officially she would have had one on the card.

Q. That would have been, in other words, Mr. Leason, his
password?

A. .Yos.

Q. How about Mf.-Thurlow?

A. No, he wouldn’t have.

Q. He wouldn’t have had the password?
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No.
He couldn’t have accessed the computer?

No.

¢

-

How about Dr. Potholm?
He wouldn’t have had the password.

He would not?

> o » @ > © »

No. The only way someone would have gotten —— let’s see,
I never actually would have told the password to anyone. The
only way they could have gotten it was to know enough about
how things worked to find it on the appropriate card.

Q. Did that require sophistication?

A, It it would require it, yes, I would say so. Well, for
someone who worked with computers regularily I Qouldn't say
it was any sophistication at all, but for someone that did
not work with computers I would say they wouldn’t know where
it was.

Q. Are you suggesting then that someone who did work with
computers could look at.that4card and within a very few
minutes know exactly what the password was?

A. Yes.

Q. Now, did you ever observe Dr. Potholm, or were you ever
aware of his actually m#king use of the computer borsonallq?
A, No. |

Q. How many video display terminals acéessed the computer

at that time, roughly?
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A, Roughly 15.
Q. And, were they at various different locations in the
building?
A, Yes,
Q. Sb..I might be working at @ video display terminal
accessing this material in that computer and be totally out
of sight of anyone else?

A, That’s right.

Q. Is that right?
A Yes.
Q. And, no one else would know that I am receiving that

information even if they were then at or in front of and
operating another video display terminal?

A, There is a way that they can find out, but I would say
in general no.

Q. In general, no, okay. To Qour knowledge no one accessed
had the computer except.Hr. Leason through this card system,
for this program?

A, Yes, that is right, no one but Mr. Leason’s group.

Q. Were you ever asked to do any analysis of any kind of
the data provided by Dr. Potholm or Mr. Leason in this area?

A, Could you ask that again?

Gl Were you ever asked to do any kind of analysis of this
data?

A. Not outside what we already discussed, that the program
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regularly did
Q. Now, this computer equipment was on site and on the
premise? of Central Maine Power, you have indicated, and
there are no remote terminals off the premises?
A. That’s right.
Q. Were you around at the time, 1 take it you were,

Atlantic Research was organized?

A. Yes.
Q. What do you know about that, why it was organized?
A. Well, what I know is that it was organized so that

finances could be managed so that @ —— what I think of as a
paper company, I don’‘t know if that is a proper term, but a
company other than Central Maine Power., they would have
different books, or difference financing, so that money could
be excﬁanged from Central Maine Power to this Atlantic
Research, rather than it being Central Maine Power that was
doing.tho polling.

Q. In other words, if I understand you, it was your
impression that it was organized so that the Qork of polling
would appear to be done by a separate company which was
independently or othefwise separately financed?

A, Well, I would have said it was done by another company.
but yes, yes.

Q. Now, wefe qou'in§olvod in any way in.tho start bp of

Atlantic Research?
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No.

Were you ever consulted about it?

. i
No.
v

Were you ever told that you were working on a given.

e > O >

project as a paid employee of Atlantic Research or a
consultant of Atlantic Research as distinguish from Central

Maine Power?

A, No, it was always as an employee of Central Maine Power.
Q. Did you do programming for Atlantic Research?
A, I think that when we did the initial programming, the

initial development of the program, I don’t think Atlantic
Research existed then, but I’m just not positive. But then 1
guess it doesn’t matter because after thaf there would still
be a small amount of programming involving that program after
Atlantic Research came into being, but I think I was still
considered to be doing it for Central Maine Pouwer.

Q. So if I understand you, even though Atlantic Research
came into.beinj somewhere along the line nothing changed with
respect to the kinds of work you were performing and how your
were performing?

A, That’s right.

Q. At no time were you given to understand you were working
for other than Central Maine Power?

A. Yes.

Q. And your paycheck was still --
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A, 1 always did the work for Bob Leason, he was my contact.
Q. Throughout that period, if I understand you, Bob Leason

was -—- ?ell. I don’t think you said that —=— Dr. Potholm when
he saw you was always in company with Bob Leason?

A, That is how I remember it, yes.

Q. Okay. Did you have anything to do with the Save Maine

Yankee committee?

A, No, 1 stuffed envelopes once. You’‘re not interested in

that. I didn’t have anything to do with the committee.

Q. You didn‘t participate in any official way --

A No.

Q. ~- as a representative of the Committee to Save Maine
Yankee?

A No.

Q But you say you stuffed envelopes?

A. Yes.

Q Nhgro éid you do that?

A It was after work, after hours in the CMP caFetéria.

They said if you want to you can come down and stuff

envelopes.

Q. And that is the extent of your involvement with the
Committee to Save Maine Yankee?

A. Yes.

Q. But fhe work was being done at CMP, the stuffing?

A. Yes.

P. 0. BOX 207, SABBADY POINT ROAD
NORTH WINDHAM, MAINE 04062
DSOS sad PEEULS BEPORENG RSTUSRNES



-

[
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

20

21

22

23

24
25

9 O N O o s WM

106

Q. In one of their rooms over there?
A. In the cafeteria.
Q. Do'gou recall what kinds of envelopes they were; were
they plain envelopes?
A, I don‘t remember. And I don’t remember what the form
was that went in them, either..

EXAMINATION-BY CHAIRMAN BALDACCI OF MISS FORCE:
Q. Miss Force —— I just have a question of Miss Force ——
you had mentioned on the passwords, a Mr. Leason’s group:
what does that mean, Mr. Leason’s group?
A, The only reason I said that he said Mr. Leason, and Mr.

Leason never had anything to do with the card decks. He
really had nothing to do with the computer at all. The
closest he came was through his secretary who put the cards
together according to the instructions I had given her. That
was the only reason I said his group. And there wasn’t
anyone else in his department, or anyone else who had
anything to do with. the cards.

Q. You said -- did they give the password to three pecple,
you had the password, and Mr. Leason’s office had the
password, who else had the password?

A. No. |

Q. Just those two?

A, Yes. - And again, I don‘’t think they knew they had the

password. I mean know she had the password, but they never
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thought of it as the passwords.
Q. They knew it was something they had to include in the
pile when they brought it to you?
A. There was a little deck of cards, one often had the
passwords on it, they were supposed to stick the title cards
in the middle of that deck somewhere.

CHAIRMAN BALDACCI: Mr. Asch.

EXAMINATION-BY MR. ASCH OF MISS FORCE:
Q. Were you ever asked to do —- to cross tabulate
particular questions after your initial major Tun had been
done?
A Yes, after that standard run often Mr. Leason would come
back and say cross tabulate opinion question number five
against opinion question number eight, let’s say, and i had
to do a little bit of work to set that up. And then the
procedure would be the same after that, cards went in,
listings came out. and Mr. Leason got the listinjs.
Q. So he Trequested the special analysis be run and you

returned it to him?

A, That'’s right,

Q. Do qoﬁ know == did you ever rTeturn them anywhere olso?.
A There would be occasions when Mr. Leason was on vacation
and he said because he wouldn’t be there could 1 take them up
to Mr. Thurlow’s secretary, and I don’t remember whether it

was a standard or special analysis run.
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Q. Just one question on the data tapes: AF{er the data was
removed from the disks, spun on magnetic tapes, you then
maintained these?
Yes.
What happened to them?
Are you talking about releasing the tapes?
Yes.
Okay, my == I’m not sure how much you’re asking me about.
Are you telling me about releasing the tape?
Q. Just what you told me before.
A. Okay. My suporviso; and I read the KJ about the Bob
Scott testimonq indicating that we had destroyed all
surveys —— Central Maine Power destroyed all tﬁe suTveys. We
contacted Mr. Leason because we wondered, I guess basically
we asked what the story was, because we knew we had those
surveys results, the raw data on tape, and Mr. Leason said he
would look into it, and got back a little later, said he was
still looking into it, something along that line. And ﬁheh
approximately a day later Mr. Leason and Mr, Potholm saw me.
I don’‘t know if they had looked for me or whether they just
happened to see me. But anyway, they saw me outsido the
building at CMP, and Mr, Leason said that he had discussed

this with Hr.APotholm'and there was no reason to keep those

tapes around any more, that we Qould release those tapes.

0  Could you explain what release means?
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A, What release means, okay. The tapes are like tape

Trecorder tapes: and they all just stay in racks. And when we

decide Pe don’t want one any more, that we’re not interested
in one any more, it doesn’t exactly get erased, it Jjust goes
into a big stack of tapes that are a scratch pilo. and next
time a programmer comes around and needs an output tape they
take it from the stack pile; so within a day or two those

tapes that went in the scratch pile would be written over.

That is what I mean by releasing.

Q. Effectively erasing?
A. Yes.
Q. Someone asked you to release the data tape, they are

saying put it in the pile so the data is going to disappear?
A, Yes. And Mr. Leason indicated that he had also
discussed releasing the tapes with Mr. Thurlow, and Mr.
Thurlow said to go ahead and do it. So the next working day
I went through the procedure that one would do to make those
tapes release.

Q. Do you . remember approximatelg when that occurred?

A, I would say that they talked to me on Friday the day
after Bob Scott’s testimony —— the day after the KJ article

about Bob Scott’s testimony.

Q. You indicated that Mr. Leason and Mr. Potholm had talked

with you about this?

A. Yes.
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Q. What was your undefstanding at that point of Dr.
Potholm’s role, what business had he participating and
telling you to release the data tapes?
that Mr. Potholm was familiar with what worked in taking
surveys, how it is normally done, and Mr. Leason didn’t. So,
that is how I saw it. Mr. Leason didn’t, so he asked Mr.
Potholm what is the best thing to do under the circumstances.
G. One other question: You indicated that the request for
special anaigées came from Mr. Leason. Given what you have
Just said, given what Mr. Leason said about his own lack of
expertise in the area, do uou'think that he genérated those
requests himsel$?
A, Well, I think he generated those requests for any one of
the people that he handed those reports on to. thch included
Mr. Potholm, Mr. Thurlow:, and various vice presidents. I
would say any one of tﬁem could have been interested in some
combination of the two questions, and I don‘t —— I think --
yes, I think it would come from one of them.
Q. So it wou;d be a fair characterization to say that i¢f
someone wanted information from the computer. and they wanted
a particular analysis done, that you would be asked by Mr.
Leason to perform the analu;is: but that you would have no
personal knowledge of who had originated the request..or who

would receive the output?

A, I understood Mr. Potholm’s role still being a consultant,
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A, That is right.
Q. So in effect as long as Mr. Leason passed the request on
to you it didn’t matter whether anyone knew the passwords or
not?
A That’s right.
Q. You didn‘t néed to know how to operate the computer, all

you had to do was to get Mr. Leason to ask you to do it?

A. Yes.
Q. And that was done?
1| A Yes.

REPRESENTATIVE KELLEHER: Did anybody else ever ask
you for that information?

THE WITNESS: No, my requests to my memory always
came from Mr. Leason.

REPRESENTATIVE KELLEHER: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN BALDACCI: Counsel, did you have a
question?

MR. FLAHERTY: One moment if I may.

EXAMINATION-BY CHAIRMAN BALDACCI OF MISS FORCE:

Q. Did you == you were mentioning about the way this had
gone through.“ Did you file the deposition, was this in the
deposition to Mr. Moskovit: abopt what had occurred as far as
people contacting you about releasing fhe tape?

A. Yes.

BY MR. ASCH:
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Q. I‘’m unclear. I‘’m going to make it worse. You said, if
I remember correctly, that Mr. Leason and Dr. Potholm saw you
outside the building?
A. Yes.
Q. And, 1 think you prefaced that by saying, and don’t let
me misquote you because I think I may be incorrect, you were
under the impression they were looking for you?
A, I don’t know as it makes any difference. Once I said
that I thought, why did I say that. To my knowledge they
weren’t looking for me. Mr. Leason has since told me he had
gone to look for me in the computer center, and they said I
Just left. But at the time I don’t remember knowing that.
Q. But it appeared in retrospect that for some reason Dr.

Potholm and Mr. Leason wanted to talk to you about the

releasing of computer tapes?

A. Yes.

Q. This just didn’t come up in spontaneouisconversation?

A. No.
REPRESENTATIVE KELLEHER: Can I refresh myself --
CHAIRMAN BALDACCI: Wait Just a second.
EXAMINATION-BY ATTY. FLAHERTY OF MISS FORCE:

Q. i have one gquestion on the parf that confuses me: I

thought you said earlier, Miss Force, that you had read in
the Kennebec Journal that Mr. Scott had testified that there

were no tapes, or no information stored in that regard?
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A, Yes.
Q. And, did I —-- this is what I‘m confused about: Did 1

understand you to say you and Mr. Leason knew that there were?

A. Yes.

Q. And did you discuss that Kennebec Journal article with
him?

A, Yes, the day that I read that article my supervisor and

I went to Mr. Leason and said we had read it, and reminded
him of the tapes, and --

Q. And what?

A And --

Q. How come?

A Yes, I’m trying to think how to word it. We basically
were Jjust asking what is the story, because we were confused.
Q. What did he say to you?

A, The gist of what he said was I —— think the gist of what
he said first of all that probably Mr. Scott -- I don’t want'
to say something that wasn’t true. Originally the first
thing he said was not much, jJjust don’‘t worry about iti 1’11
look into it and see phat is happening.

Q. That is what you said.

A, Later I remember getting the impression that Mr. Scbtt
never knew there wefg tapes, which I believe, 1 mean - well
not that that makes aﬁq difference, Mr. Scott didn’t know

about the tapes.
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How did you gain that impression?
I think Mr. Leason told me that.
Is that your best recollection?

v

Yes.

e > o > ©

Okay. ‘Now I’'m trying to clarify how your conversation
with Mr. Leason terminated. Did you have any further
discussion with him about this before he encountered you
outside the building. he‘in company with Dr. Potholm?

A, I remember him coming to my desk one more time after my
initial discussion with him asking him what is the story of
the KJ article. I remember one more conversation, and ggain

it was vague, it was Jjust don’t be concerned about it, we’re

Q. I£ I understand your testimony, the very next time that
you had anything to say with Hr. Leason was on the occasion
of the next day outside the building when you were approached
by Dr. Potholm and Mr. Leason?

A, That is what I remember, yes.

Q. Ahd at that time Dr. Potholm told you we think you
should release that tape?

A. Well, I remember Mr. Leason telling me that I should
Telease the tapes. Mr. Potholm clearly was there, and 1 took
it he agreed. I remember Mr. Leason saying he and Potholm
ha& discussed.it.

Q. And he said he and Potholm had discussed it and he made

looking into it, taking care of it, something along that line.
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that statement in Potholm’s presence?
A, Yes.
Q. ' While they were telling you to release the tapes?
A Well, I‘'m —— I don’t want to say —-- that is my
recollection.
Q. That is all I care about, okay.

CHAIRMAN BALDACCI: It doesn’t hurt --

THE WITNESS: It is going to hurt Mr. Potholm if

I’m wrong.

EXAMINATION-BY MR. ASCH OF MISS FORCE:
Q. In your interview you said that they —— you used the
term and said they had talked to Mr. Thurlow. We are just
trying to sort out the they from the he, and the him.
A, Well, I would say, my memory is of getting that
instruction, you might say, they were both there together,
but I only did things for Mr. Leason. I couldn’t do anything
for Mr. Potholm unless I went through Mr. Leason, so it came
from Mr. Leason.
Q. Do you remember the existence of any instructions from
Mr. Leason or anyone in the company prior to that on the
retention of material?
A, We made a decision in the beginning of the development
of this system as to how long we wanted to retain the tapes
that had the information on them. I don’t remember what we

decided, but it was —— and there is sodothing written, I
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remember it because I had to find it for the PUC commission.
It was simply a sheet of paper that I would £fill out and give
to the ?ape library that they would put on file. It wasn’t
anything written by Mr. Leason.

REPRESENTATIVE KELLEHER: Can I ask a question,

please.

EXAMINATION-BY REPRESENTATIVE KELLEHER OF MISS FORCE:
Q. Who is Mr. Scott?
A. Bob Scott was the vice president who was Mr. Leason’s
boss. ,
Q. And: the articlciin the KJ that you read, and you’re
going to Qave me a hell of a lot of time to go back and sfart
reading it, what was that all about?
A, Okay, the article indicated that Mr. Scott had testified
in front of the Public Utilities Commission that —— that we.
CMP —-
Q. CMP, yes,
A, —- had destroqedAall of the survey results of these
various surveys we had taken.
Q. That was in regards to an investigation by the Public
Utilities Commission involving CMP dealing with any polling
or data that was done in regards to referendums?
A, No.
Q. If it wasn’t then what was it? What was the reason ——

who asked the question of Mr. Scott if there was any

e e e =]
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information in regards to the polling that was available? 1

don’t mean who:, but who, was it the CMP, Judge Brody, John

Flahert??

A. 1t was the PUC, but I only know that from reading it in
the KJ.

Q. fhat is all I’m interested in, okay. And the next

question I want to ask you is a question was asked in regards
to some information that Mr. Scott allegedly said was not
available --

REPRESENTATIVE KELLEHER: You want to listen to
this because I might need some help from you.
Q. -- that was not availabiea @ question was asked of Mr.
Scott does CMP have in its possession certain information,
hisvanswer was no, they don’t have it, is that correct.

because you said a bell went off —-—

A, Yes.

Q. -- and you said why did he say that because we have it?
A.  Yes. That is what the article said.

Q. Now; if that bell went off in your head, and he answered

the question incorrectly, honestly, let’s assume, and
incorrectly, you then told Brother Leason, who was here a
half an hour ago, that we do have what they asked. and
app?rontlg poor old Brother Scott doesn’t know it; is that a
fair assumption?

A. Yes.
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Q. Did you think that the material you had, or you knew
that was there. was important in regards to the investigation
of doctor -- of the questions involving Mr. Scott, did it
seem im;ortant?
A. At the time you’re talking about, the questions did not
seem important. l
Q. But the answer no, I haven’t gof the information rung a
bell with you because you knew it was available?
A, Yes.
G. Let me bring you a little further: You then told
Brother Leason that that answer was incorrect. Did you
say -- would it be fair to assume, or Just assuming should
Scott be made aware his answer is incorrect?
A. I don’t remember saying that to Mr. Leason.
Q. Dkay. All right. Let’s go another step further:

Brother Leason then says don’t worry about it, 1’11 get back

to you later?

1A Yes.
Q Which eventually he did?
A. Yes. _ ‘
Q And when he came back he had the good Dr. Potholm. the

philosopher for Bowdbin with bhim, right?
A,  Yes.
Q. They Tan you down, you were either out having gou% lunch,

taking a walk around the campus of CMP, but they found you?
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Yes.

And they then told you to get rid of it?

Yes.

¢

e > o »

Maybe not that way, but you can cut paper any -- burn it
any way you want to, it still burns, Tight?
A, Yes.
Q. Did you think that was a strange thing to do?
A, Initially right --
Q. After Marie Wood erased her stuff ——= did you think that
was a strange thing to do?
A Yes.
Q. ‘ That is fair. And I’m not faulting you for doing it.
Everybody has their job. That burden -- that burden of
Tesponsibility isn’t on your shoulders, you only went through
the mechanics, you went through the mechanics of doing it ”
because Leason, knowing full well that that question was
asked of Mr. Scott, and the doctor of philosophy from Bowdoin,
Mr. Potholm, knew it was asked of Mr. Scott, they together
tracked you down and told you to get rid of it, good enough.
That is enough, that is all I want to hear.

And you were wondering why. Do you know. something?
I'm wondering why. And you want to know somefhing else?
When the good Doctor comes before us I‘’m going to ask hiﬁ why,
bociuse it seems to ﬁe if you have any responiibilitq in life

Qou want to be fairv and honest with everyone. That is what
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they taught me at John Bapst.

CHAIRMAN BALDACCI: That is going to be on the 226th,
I think.

’ REPRESENTATIVE KELLEHER: What is it?

CHAIRMAN'BALDACCI: The 26th.

MR. DELAHANTY: Miss Force would like to amplify
slightly on hgr repertoire with Representative Kelleher.

THE WITNESS: I guess it would be unfair to say
that I had grave misgivings about releasing those tapes
because they were clearly making evidence disappear, or
something like that, because at the time I didn’t think it
was as crazy as it might seem, because at the time as far as
I knew they had copies of those surveys on paper and
microfiche in Bob Leason’s office, as far as I knew, the last
I knew I had seen them.

EXAMINATION-BY REPRESENTATIVE KELLEHER OF MISS FORCE:
Q. But you were surprised enough to tell Mrs. Higgins, or
whomever. my heavens, that fellow down there is swearing
under oath, asked a fair and honest question by the public
servants, didn’t answer it correctly?
A. I was surprised at that.
Q. You were surprised at that. And you were also surprised
at the fact thﬁt after you went and -- which would have been
a n&rmal thing to do, to tell Mr. Leason in fact w; do have

the information, he said I‘ll1 come back and see you, don’t
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worry about it. He come and and said phutt, down the drainpipe.

EXAMINATION-BY ATTY. FLAHERTY OF MISS FORCE:
Q. Did you ever report this information to anyone other

then this committee today?

A. Well, yes, of course my supervisor.

Q. Who is that?

A, Harry Linfest.

Q. When did you report that to him?

A, As I went along, each step of the way basically. And,

l@also the next -- well, I gave a deposition to Mr. Moskowitz,

but of course that was a long time later.
Q. Did you make the same statements that you’re making
here, essentially?
A, Essentially, but I didn’t give quite as much opinion on
it, if I remember, but.I told the same facts.

MR. ASCH: Just one --

CHAIRMAN BALDACCI: Excuse me for a second.

Representative Willey.

REPRESENTATIVE WILLEY: That is all right. Let it
go. I think I got an answer.

EXAMINATION-BY MR. ASCH OF ﬁISS FORCE:
Q. You had indicated that you had a written policgbon
retention, whatever that may have been, and thatbpolicq came
out over the signature of Mr; Loasbn?. |

A, No:. he wouldn’t have signed that. He would have
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verbally told me, we would have agreed between the two of us
.0ow long wwe should keep the tapes. But he never wrote
anything down about that, that I remember, and I Juit would
have Fiiled it out, it is a bookkeeping form more than
anything else for the computer center That is the only
written document I ever found on that.

Q. And what you’re being asﬁed to do then at this point was
a change in the policy?

A. Yes, but that piece of paper wasn’t for the purpose -—-
well, let’s see, it was only for the purpose of a tape
librarian to go through, and computer proqeduroi. so that

all —— the computer automatically picks up this is a tape
kept a year, it is not exactly a policy that would require.
written change.

Q. You at_least had discussed with Mr. Leasqgn at some point
how long should we keep it, you said 90 days, year, two years,
10 years, and then he and Dr. Potholm came to you and said in
this particular instance, for wﬁatever reason, we’re not
going to keep it?

Yes.

You may release them?

Yes.

And the data will go the way of all things?

Yes,

© » © » © >

And at that point the only other source of data, the riw
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data, would have been -—-
REPRESENTATIVE KELLEHER: I wonder if they taught

that in philosophy class.

v

Q. -== would have been the interview questionnaires if they

had been preserved. the data sheets?

A. Yes, and if they happened to have them on a card deck
around.
Q. I# they had, but it would appear a safe assumption that

once the input into the computer, the date tape and you

returned the interview forms to Mr. Leason’s office?

A. Yes.

Q That they in all likpljhood disposed of them?
A. Yes.

Q At least the company has not turned over to the

committee either raw scoring forms or card decks which would
imply that the card decks and the forms had not been
maintained?

A, That’s right. I wouldn’t have thought they would be
maintained., no. I would have thought they would have been
thrown away.

Q. The assumption would have been once they were entered in
the computer gdu no longer needed them?

A. That’s right.

Q. At that point udu were being asked to eliminate the raw

data, although copies of the results may have existed
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somewhere else?
A, That’s right.
Q. At least you have produced copies, and you had passed
them on;
A. That‘s right.
But you didn‘t keep a copy of tbem?‘

Q
A. No.
]

and you had then erased the tape they would be gone?
A.  Yes.

EXAMINATION-BY ATTY. FLAHERTY OF MISS FORCE:
Q. One question so 1’11 be clear: Listening to to that
colloquy, should the Committee understand that the direction
to you by Dr. Potholm and Mr. Leason oﬁ that occasion to
release, which we understand means allow to be erased, that
tape, came at a time before it would ordinarily have in

accordance with the prior arrangement have been discarded?

A, Yes.
Q. How much earlier, you don’t know?
A, The tapes, if I remember correctly the policy was to

keep thgm for == it might have been a year and it might have
been tw§ years, it was fixed fairly long time like that. So,
to release them altogether, to'answor your question, it would
be much sooner on a survey that.had Jjust been taken, but

pretty close to the deadline on a real old survey.

So, if someone had destroyed all the copies of printouts,
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Q. So, in any event, it all --= the direction was given in
advance of the time when it would ordinarily have been

discarded?

4

A. Yes.

MR. FLAHERTY: I have no further questions, Mr.
Chairman.

EXAMINATION-BY CHAIRMAN BALDACCI OF MISS FORCE:
Q. What seems to bother me, I guess in listening to

testimony from Central Maine Power Company employees, is that
it seems like, you know, if you worked for the Pentagon ana
you tell on the Pentagon they spent $7,000 for a screwdriver,
you get placed out in Nome, Alaska, somewhere, and I know
that you only want to tell us to the best of your
recollection what is going on, but what bothers me is why
Qould somebody like -- why would somebody like Dr. Potholm be
involved in the decision—-making process to release tapes that
are the property of Central Maine Power Company?

'MR. FLAHERTY: If you know.
A, Okay, the one thing that I remember is that Mr. Leason
indicated that Mr., Potholm said that normally, quote normally,
which 1 take to mean some normal survey work, there is no
Treason that —— that it is‘noﬁ -- normally it iS'hOf done to
save Taw data for years and years. Normally onéo-qou have
taken the survey you havg a reasonable expectation that you

don‘t want it anymore, that it is just -- that you would get
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rid of it all, get rid of the raw data. And so I’would say
that would be a reason that Mr. Potholm would be involved, as
to how do most survey systems work.

( REPRESENTATIVE KELLEHER: Just to follow up, that
Teally wasn‘t a very normal thing after the Scott interview
and the fact that you had it up in the kitchen closet, and
all of a sudden down the road comes Hopalong Cassidy and his
old side kick, and they say throw it in the well, that
wouldn’t be really normal, would it? You know you make a
great witness.
Q. Miss Force, the other tﬁingr not being as gifted as the
Representative from Bangor is, with the verbal --

REPRESENTATIVE KELLEHER:. I used to like Hopalong

Cassidy.
Q. In the correction -- you had a correction, you said that

copies of surveys -— if there were copies of surveys in Bob

Leason‘’s office and you reported -- you reported the

situvation, the problem you were having to a Harriet LinFest‘--
A, Harry Linfest.

Q. -= who is your supervisor, and that by —-- you weren’t as
concerned at that particular time about what you were doing
because there were other products around, so it wasn’t the
last piece of evidence?

A That is how it seemed to me at the time that there —— to

my knohlodgo, copies of the surveys existed, and it was my
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thought that there was no reason to have lots and lots of

copies drifting all over the place --

Q. Yes.
A. -- was my only reason --
Q. My only question, Miss Force, and what I'm bringing it

all around to, is that you would know there were other copies.
and you would also know what was going on in front of the PUC,
and what your responsibilities in a job, but can you report
these things that are going on that you’re knowledgeable
about that may not be legal, or are you going to have
somebody come down your throat with retribution, or something,
I guess?

A. Well, of course now since this entire affair, it has
been made very clear to all of us, of course we can rTeport
this kind of thing, and we have been told that is what legal
counsel is for. and so on, if we have any questions
whatsoever. But at the time, yes, I would have felt that if
there was something that I thought were illegal going on, I
think I would have felt I could have gone to someone. I’m
not sure, I don’t know if I would have known to go to legal
counsel, but at that time, without, you know, everything in
between, without retrospect, I didn’t think of it as being
the big deal that it turned out to be. 1 ddn‘t want to sound
like I‘’m defending myselé, 1 think it would have been the

Treaction other people like me would have had, that we don’t
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go to those hearings:. and all ﬁou know is what you read in
the KJ as opposed to what people you work for tell you, why
would I -— you know, the people you work for, you worked for
for a long time.

Q. Yes.

A And it is their job to take care of what they are
supposed to take care of. And you don‘’t automatically
question that they are doing -- you figure they know what
they are doing. And if it looks funny to you., it takes a
long time before gbu'think. gee, it really is funny they do
that all the time, in front of the Commission playing their
verbal games. I don‘t want to make it sound —- you know what
I mean, so 1 just figured that they are all taken care of.

REPéESENTATIVE KELLEHER: The only one it wasn’t
funny to was poor old Scott. Wow. I#f 1 was Povulos I‘would
want to get a copy of this.

MR. ASCH: 1 Just want to state for the record for
the benefit of the Committee that Miss Force has been
especially --

REPRESENTATIVE KELLEHER: Nothing to do with you.

MR. ASCH: —-- Miss Force has been especially helpful
to the staff in understanding the development and the
operation of fhe polling operatioﬁs at CMP, extremely helpful

to identify polls for us, and we Teally appreciate your

cooperation.
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BY CHAIRMAN BALDACCI:
Q. I just want to reiterate a point in the PUC'’s
recommendations they put an independent auvditor that was
responsible to the board of directors to know more == to get
tﬁem to know more about what was going on, rather than just
relying a chain. And 1 was thinking about in my head if
there was somebody. maybe as counsel, Mr, Delahanty. or
whoever else, to be somebody who people could go to in the.
organization, but would be insulated from the officers of the
organization on matters that concerned them. That is where I
was thinking about that sort of a thing set up.
A We have had a written document come around since this
Scott affair, one of the things it addressed was just that.
It mentioned legal counsel. When gou say auvuditors that rings
a bell, but I wouldn’t have remembered it otherwise, but I do
remember them saying very clearly that you can go to your
legal counsel at any time and, you know, sort of saying what
you Jjust said now.

EXAMINATION-BY REPRESENTATIVE KELLEHER OF MISS FORCE:

Q. Can I ring the ice cream cart bell once. In your
testimong about rememberin§ that in fact the information that
Scott denied knowledge of being still available was available,
you reported it to your supervisor -— what was his néme,
Linfest?

A, Linfest, Linfest, and what did Mr. Linfest do?
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A He and I together basically did the same thing., we
talked to Mr. Leason.
Q. And . then when Brother Leason and Brother Potholm came,
Mr. Lin;ost wasn’t there, and they told you to scramble it?
Yes.
Did you ever mention it back to Linfest?
I think so, yes,
What did he tell you to do?

Follow =—-

Follow the orders?

> o » o > o >

Yes.
REPRESENTATIVE KELLEHER: Thank you very much.

That is it.
I'‘m not sure it does, Mr. Delahanty is here with Miss Force,
A. Yes.

MR. FLAHERTY: Thank you.

REPRESENTATIVE KELLEHER: Good man.
and we are recessed until a certain time which will be
coming here today, and I can understand the pressures that

you are feeling through this, thank you very much.

(TIME: 4:00 P.M.)

MR. FLAHERTY: May the record reflect, please, again,

and I assume he is your counsel for this proceeding, Miss Force?

CHAIRMAN BALDACCI: Miss Force, thank you very ‘much.,

established. But I Jjust want to thank you for testifying and
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CERTIFICATE

I, Roderick B. Downing, hereby certify that the
foregoing is a true and correct transcription of my

stenographic notes in the above-captioned matter.

Dated this 20th day of November, 1984,

Notary Public
My commission expires

June 16, 1985,
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