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Resolve 2011, Chapter 130, directed the Depru1ment of Professional and Financial Regulation, 
Board of Licensure of Foresters and the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, 
Maine Forest Service, to examine the licensing requirements for foresters as specified in the 
Maine Revised Statutes, Title 32, chapter 76 for the pmpose of streamlining forester licensing 
requirements and to submit a repmt of our work to the Joint Standing Committee on 
Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry. 

We are pleased to submit this repmt to the Committee for its consideration. We would be 
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PHONE: (207)624-8520 (DIRECT UHF.) 
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STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 

TWO THOUSAND AND TWELVE 

S.P. 613- L.D. 1776 

Resolve, To Streamline Forester Licensing Requirements 

Sec. 1. Streamlining of forester licensing l'equirements. Resolved: That 
the Depru1ment of Professional and Financial Regulation, Board of Licensure of 
Foresters, referred to in this resolve as "the board," and the Depmtment of Consetvation, 
Maine Forest Service shall examine the licensing requirements for foresters as specified 
in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 32, chapter 76 for the purpose of streamlining 
forester licensing requirements. In performing this examhtation, the board and the Maine 
Forest Service shall develop recommendations that: 

I. SimplifY the education, testing md experience requirements for obtaining a 
license as a forester; md 

2. Allow a person who meets specified experience levels and demonstrates 
knowledge of forestry law to be exempt from the education requirements of Title 32, 
section5514, subsection 2. 

The board shall submit the recommendations and implementing legislation to the 
joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over forestry matters no 
later than December 18, 2012 for consideration by the !26th Legislature. The joint 
standing committee may report out a bill regarding the simplified process. 
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In House of Representatives, .......................................... 2012 

Read and passed finally . 

........................................................................ Speaker 

In Senate, ............................................................. 2012 

Read and passed finally . 

.. .. . .... .. . .. ... . . .. . . . . .. . ... .. . ......... .. . .. .. . . . . . .. . .. ..... .. .. . . . President 

Approved ............................................................ 2012 

........................................................................ Governor 
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Introduction 

Resolve 2011, Chapter 130, directed the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, 
Board of Licensure of Foresters (the board), and the Department of Agriculture, Conservation, 
and Forestry, Maine Forest Service (MFS) to examine the licensing requirements for foresters as 
specified i.n the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 32, chapter 76 for the purpose of streamlining 
forester licensing requirements. 

The Resolve further directed that the board and MFS develop recommendations that: 

1. Simplify the education, testing and experience requirements for obtaining a license as a 
forester; and 

2. Allow a person who meets specified experience levels and demonstrates knowledge of 
forestry law to be exempt from the education requirements ofTitle 32, section 5514, 
subsection 2. 

This report provides recommendations intended to simplify the forester licensing process and, 
in some Instances, reduce the cost to obtain a forester license while continuing to protect the 
consumers of forestry services in Maine. 

The board and MFS met several times since last spring to gather information and develop 
recommendations. 

The recommendations in this report are supported unanimously by the board and MFS. 

The report contains two major sections; (1) recommendations for statutory, rule, and policy 
changes related to forester licensing; and, (2) a background report on forester licensing in 
Maine, patterned after the "sunrise review" process for new business regulation proposals, 
which was developed to inform the deliberations of the board and MFS. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

Current law/rule: Intern Forester- two pathways to licensure: 

1. Forestry degree 1: Associate's, bachelor's or higher degree from a curriculum in 
forestry 

Recommendation: No change, except that up to one year of work experience 
obtained during college (post junior year for bachelor's; after first year for 
associate's) may count toward the required internship, pmvided that the 
experience is obtained under the supervision of a forester who is responsible for 
the applicant's conduct and verifying the applicant's work experience. See 
recommendations in following sections. 

2. Variance Method (4 years of lawful work experience within the 8 years prior to 
submission of the application) & Supplemental Education (60 contact hours). 

Recommendation: No change. 

Current law/rule: Forester- six pathways to licensure: 

1. 24 month internship (bachelor's or higher degree) within 6 calendar years prior to 
the submission of the application and pass the SAF2 and Maine-specific exams; 

Recommendation: 

1. a. Bachelor's or higher. accredited- 24 months of /awful experience3 within 6 
calendar years prior to the submission of the application and pass the new, 
Maine-specific exam on forestry laws (SAF exam not required). 4 Required 
experience may be obtained either thmugh lawful work experience! in another 
state, internship as outlined above, or by working under the supervision of a 
Maine licensed forester. who is responsible for the applicant's conduct and for 
verifying the applicant's work experience. 

1. b. Bachelor's or higher, non-accredited- 24 months of lawful experience within 
6 calendar years prior to the submission of the application and pass both the SAF 

1 Accredited degrees (SAF or CIF) automatically approved; non-accredited forestry or forest technology 
degree "case by case board approval." 
2 An applicant who passed the SAF exam In another jurisdiction or to qualify for SAF certification is not 
required to take the SAF exam again but Is required to pass lhe Maine-specific exam. 
3 Clarify through rulemaklng what kind of forestry experience may count toward experience requirements 
(Including, but not limited to, employees of the USDA Forest Service and unlicensed individuals who work 
In Maine under the supervision of a Licensed Forester- with that forester's attestation), but the experience 
must be lawful. Experience may be obtained In l!ID' of the four experience categories: forest biology, 
forest resources measurement; forest resource management and harvesting; and/or forest resource policy 
and administration -not percentage allocations as currently is the case. 
4 Examination may be taken following completion of required academic experience but before completing 
required lawful work experience (rule change). 
6 "Lawful work experience" means any experience gained while working as a licensed forester In a state 
that requires licensing, or while working as a forester In a state that does not require licensing, or while 
working for the USDA Forest Service. Experience must be documented and subject to verification by the 
Department of Professional and Financial Regulation. 
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exam and the new, Maine-specific exam on forestry laws. Required experience 
may be obtained either through lawful work experience in another state, 
intemship as outlined earlier, or by working under the supervision of a Maine 
licensed forester, who is responsible for the applicant's conduct and for verifying 
the applicant's war/( experience. 

2. 48 month internship (associate's degree or variance method) within 6 calendar 
years prior to the submission of the application and pass the SAF and Maine
specific exams; 

Recommendation: 

2. a. Associate's, accredited- 48 months of lawful experience within 6 calendar 
years prior to the submission of the application and pass the new, Maine-specific 
exam on forestry laws (SAF exam not required). Required experience may be 
obtained either through lawful work experience in another state, intemship as 
outlined eadiet; or by working under the supervision of a Maine licensed forestet; 
who is responsible for the applicant's conduct and for verifying the applicant's 
work experience. 

2. b. Associate's, non-accredited- 48 months of lawful experience within 6 
calendar years pnor to the submission of the application and pass both the SAF 
exam and the new, Maine-specific exam on forestry laws. Required experience 
may be obtained either through lawful work experience in another state, 
intemship as outlined earlier, or by working under the supervision of a Maine 
licensed forester, who is responsible for the applicant's conduct and for venfying 
the applicant's work experience. 

2. c. No degree or experience only 

i. Four years of lawful wot* experience within the eight years prior to 
submission of the application. Required experience may be obtained either 
through lawful work experience in anotl1er state or by working under the 
supervision of a Maine licensed forester, who is responsible for the 
applicant's conduct and for verifying the applicant's work experience. 
lntemship not required 

ii. Supplemental education (60 contact hours). 

iii. Pass both the SAF exam and the new, Maine-specific exam on forestry 
laws. 

3. 24 months of lawful prior professional forestry experience earned in another state 
within the 6-year period prior to application that is substantially equivalent to the 
internship standards; SAF and Maine-specific exams; 

Recommendation: This pathway superseded by pathways 1 and 2 as 
recommended above. 

4. Reciprocal licensee meeting terms of reciprocal agreement between the Maine 
board and the licensing authority in the other jurisdiction; passage of the exams 
may be part of the terms of the agreement; 
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Recommendation: Allow licensed foresters from states that have substantially 
equivalent licensing requirements to Maine's (education, experience, exam) to 
become licensed in Maine upon passage of the new, Maine-specific exam on 
forestry laws. MFS assessment is that the following states meet that test: 
Alabama, Arkansas, California, Georgia, Mississippi, North Carolina, New 
Hampshire, and South Carolina (rule change). 

5. Licensed forester from another jurisdiction meeting the education (above); work 
experience equivalent to the Internship and passing the SAF and Maine-specific 
exams; 

Recommendation: This pathway superseded by pathways 1 and 2 as 
recommended above. 

6. Licensed forester from another jurisdiction meeting the variance pathway (see 
above) and passing the SAF and Maine-specific exams. 

Recommendation: This pathway superseded by pathway 2. c. as recommended 
above. 
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OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. The University of Maine should offer a required course on forestry regulations. 
If the University is unable to offer such a course, MFS should develop an 
ongoing course that can be offered periodically at reasonable cost to all 
parties. 

2. MFS should develop a study guide for the new, Maine-specific exam on 
forestry laws. 

3. The new, Maine-specific exam on forestry laws would be administered by the 
Board of Licensure for Foresters. The exam should be developed in 
consultation with the Board, MFS, the University of Maine, and other subject 
matter experts. The exam is expected to cost significantly less than it does 
now. The exam should be offered at least two, and no more than four, times 
per year. 

4. MFS and the Board of Licensure for Foresters should review the impact of any 
changes to forester licensing requirements five years following 
implementation. 
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Introduction 

REVIEW OF FORESTER LICENSING 
Prepared by Maine Forest .Service staff 

In March 2012, the Maine Legislature passed, and the Governor signed, Resolve 130, 
Resolve, To Streamline Forester Licensing Requirements (Appendix 6). This Resolve 
directed that the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Board of 
Licensure of Foresters (board) and the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and 
Forestry, Maine Forest Service (MFS) examine the licensing requirements for foresters 
as specified in Maine law for the purpose of streamlining forester licensing 
requirements. The Resolve further directed that the board and MFS develop 
recommendations that: 

1. Simplify the education, testing and experience requirements for obtaining a license 
as a forester; and 

2. Allow a person who meets specified experience levels and demonstrates knowledge 
of forestry law to be exempt from the education requirements of 32 M.R.S., §5514, 
sub-§2. 

The board is required to submit its recommendations and implementing legislation to the 
joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over forestry matters no 
later than 18 December 2012 for consideration by the 126th Legislature. 

In preparation for developing recommendations, the Maine Forest Service compiled 
information on forester licensing according to the criteria prescribed In 32·M.R.S. §60-J. 
This section of law (aka sunrise review) provides for the review of new proposals to 
regulate any unregulated professional or occupational group or substantial expansion of 
regulation of a regulated professional or occupational group. Although foresters have 
been licensed in Maine for several decades, the framework prescribed In the sunrise 
review statute provides the foundation for an informed discussion of ways to streamline 
the forester licensing process. 

Each ofthe sections that follow states and describes each criterion In the sunrise review 
statute; then provides information that addresses the criterion's requirements. 

1. Data on group. 
I 

A description of the professional or occupational group proposed for regulation or 
expansion of regulation, including the number of individuals or business entities that 
would be sublect to regulation. the names and addresses of associations, organizations 
and other groups representing the practitioners and an estimate of the number of 
practitioners in each group. 

There are approximately 794 licensed foresters and licensed forestry Interns in the 
state. Approximately 22 "unlicensed persons" operate under someone's license.1 

1 Leighton, C., email communication, 19 June 2012. 
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18 December 2012 
REVIEW OF FORESTER LICENSING 
Prepared by Maine Forest Service staff 

Associations representing the practitioners: 

The Association of Consulting Foresters of America, Inc., Maine Chapter 
Todd Caldwell, Chapter Chair 
431 General Turner Hill Road 
Turner, ME 04282 
todd@lecaldwell.com 
(207) 377-3956 
14 rnernbers, all of whom are Licensed Foresters.2 

Forest Guild 
Amanda Mahaffey, Northeast Program Coordinator 
amrnahaffey@gmail.com 
63 Maine members, of whom an estimated 38 are Licensed Foresters.3 

Maine Division, New England Society of American Foresters 
Laura Audlbert, Division Manager 
info@mesaf.org 
225 Maine members, of whom 166 are Licensed Foresters4 

Council on Forest Engineering (New England Chapter) 
Sylvia Aulerich, Secretary 
office@cofe.org 
43 Maine members, of whom 28 are Licensed Foresters.5 

2. Specialized skill. 

Whether practice of the profession or occupation proposed for regulation or expansion 
of regulation requires such a specialized skill that the public is not qualified to select a 
competent practitioner without assurances that minimum qualifications have been met. 

A person seeking forestry services has a number of options for selecting a 
consulting forester. These options include, but are not limited to, word-of-mouth in 
the geographic area where the person resides; asking for professional references; 
asking MFS staff for referrals; checking on-line service rating lists such as Angie's 
List and Service Magic; making Inquiries with the Better Business Bureau; and, 
making inquiries with the Forester Licensing Board. Some consulting foresters 
advertise their services In media focused on family forest owners, e.g. "Northern 
Woodlands" and "SWOAM News." The MFS publishes a list of "Stewardship 
Foresters" on line. Stewardship Foresters are qualified to write management plans 
that are cost-shared through MFS or the Natural Resources Conservation Service. 
Both the Association of Consulting Foresters and the Forest Guild publish member 
lists by state; these lists are available at the organizations' websites. 

2 Burnett, H., email communication, 26 Aprll2012. 
3 Mahaffey, A., email communications, 27 Apri12012 and 15 May 2012. 
4 Laustsen, K., email communication, 03 May 2012. 
5 Aulerich, S. email communication, 25 June 2012. 
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REVIEW OF FORESTER LICENSING 
Prepared by Maine Forest Service staff 

The large majority of family woodland owners make contact directly with a logger 
(or vice versa). Woodland owners often can find loggers through the same 
sources as foresters. Loggers have their own organizations through which 
woodland owners can locate logging services, e.g. the Northeast Master Logger 
Certification Program and Certified Logging Professional programs. 
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18 December 2012 

3. Public health; safety; welfare. 

REVIEW OF FORESTER LICENSING 
Prepared by Maine Forest Sen/ice staff 

The nature and extent of potential harm to the public if the profession or occupation is not regulated, the extent to which there is a threat 
to the public's health. safety or welfare and production of evidence of potential harm. including a description of any complaints filed with 
state law enforcement authorities. courts. departmental agencies. other professional or occupational boards and professional and 
occupational associations that have been lodged against practitioners of the profession or occupation in this State within the past 5 
years. 

The Forester Licensing Board has concluded eight disciplinary actions in the last five years; one of a serious nature. The board 
concluded eighteen disciplinary actions between 1995 and 2011; five were "practice violations" as opposed to less serious 
violations of licensing requirements (e.g. failure to document adequate number of CEU's). See the following table for details. 

DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS TAKEN AGAINST LICENSED FORESTERS, 1995- PRESENT (SOURCE: DPFR WEBSITE) 

Date Case ID Licensee Name 
License 

Action Taken What did they do? 
Number 

a. Violation of 10 M.R.S, § 8003(5-A)(A)(S), violation of a board 
rule. specifically Chapter 100 § 8, requiring a forester to strive to 
deliver all work. on time and in a complete, accurate and 
competent manner, gMng fair notice of any delays or deficiencies 
in tl1e work; b. Violation of 10 M.R.S, §8003(5-A)(A)(S). viol<jlion 
of a board rule, specifically Chapter 100 § 10, requiring a forester 

4128/2011 201 O-FOR-B598 GADDIS, PAUL R. LF315 CONSENT AGREEMENT 
to perfonn only those seiVices for VVhich the forester is qualified 
by education or e1 C.perience; and c. \fiolation of 10 M.R..S. § 
8003(5-N<I\)(5), violation of a board n11.e, specifical~ Chapter 
100 §§ 4 and 6, failing to have a written confirmation that 
adequately sets forth with reasonable certainty the scope of the 
projed, arry fee disclosure including the rates; commissions and 
methods by which compensation shall be calculated, and the 
anticipated time of completion. 

212512010 2009-FOR-5822 HAFFORD, CALViN L. LF696 DECISION AND ORDER 
Runng re preliminary denial of license- failure to obtain adequate 
CEU's- license restored. 

412912009 2008-FOR-5080 COOKE, JASON A LF3459 CONSENT AGREEMENT Licensee faDed to comply w/previous consent agreement {take an 
ethics course); ¥/Tote plans v.tlile not licensed. 

512912008 2008-FOR-4516 BOYLE, JAMES P. LF2074 CONSENT AGREEMENT Failure to obtain adequate number of CEU's. 

5122/2008 2008-FOR-4517 HOPKINS, DAViDS •• JR LF896 CONSENT AGREEMENT Failure to obtain adequate number of CEU's. 

3/1912008 2006-FOR-2944 HAINES. WALTER A. LF3238 DECISION AND ORDER 
Failure to obtain adequate number of CEU's. Failure to respond 
to board notice. 

111512008 2007-FOR-3868 WING. KENNY R. LF331 CONSENT AGREEMENT 
Failure to obtain adequate number of CEU's; licensee mnted to 
surrender license. 
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18 December2012 
REVIEW OF FORESTER LICENSING 
Prepared by Maine Forest Service staff 

DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS TAKEN AGAINST LICENSED FORESTERS, 1995- PRESENT (SOURCE: DPFR WEBSITE) 

Date CaseiD Ucensee Name License Action Taken What did they do? Number 

9/2712007 2006-FOR-2935 COOKE, JASON A LF3459 CONSENT AGREEMENT Ucensee failed to note a conviction on his license application. 

8/24/2005 2004-FOR-40 WEATHERBEE, KEVIN LF1008 CONSENT AGREEMENT Failure to obtain adequate number of CEU's. 

Unprofessional practice; failure to disclose fees; failure to provide 
312312005 2004-FOR-39 PUTNAM, EUGENE L. LF106 DECISION AND ORDER 'Mitten confirmation of work; failure to exercise due care (MFS 

involved in complaint). 
8125/2004 2003-FOR-38 LUMPPIO, ROBERT E. LF384 CONSENT AGREEMENT J\lleged unprofessional practice; conflict of interest 

3/13/2002 2000-FOR-31 TOWER, ERVIN B. LF3162 CONSENT AGREEMENT Falsified claim for cOst share payment (MFS complaint). 

6117/2001 2001-FOR-32 GADDIS, PAUL R. LF315 -CONSENT AGREEMENT Conflict of interest 

811/2000 1999-FOR-29 CARPENTER, STAN LEY M. LF261 CONSENT AGREEMENT Conspiracy to defraud govemment (MFS invotved). 

5/17/2000 1999-FOR-27 PUTNAM, EI)GENE L. LF106 DECISION AND ORDER Failure to cfisdose fees in advance (surveying + mgmt plan). 

8119/1998 1998-FOR-26 TRACY, PETER FORREST LF840 CONSENT AGREEMENT Failure to d!sdose true cost of mgmt. plan. 

7/1511998 1998-FOR-25 BURNELL, ALAN UNDSEY LF873 CONSENT AGREEMENT Failure to disclose conviction for a crime during license renewaL 

7/19/1995 1994-FOR-16 KINNEY, CHARlES R. LF3000 DECISION AND ORDER Failure to produce mgmt plan after payment from crrent 
-- - -

Information regarding other complaints is not readily available within existing resources; however, anecdotal information suggests that 
complaints about foresters outside of the Forester Licensing Board are limited in number. 

Neither the nature and ·extent of potential harm to the public if the forestry profession is not regulated, nor the extent to which there is a 
threat to the public's health, safety or welfare is at all clear. By many foresters' own acknowledgment, including some members of the 
Forester Ucensing Board, there was no public call for regulation of the forestry profession; the original call for regulation came from 
within the profession itself. 
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18 December 2012 
REVIEW OF FORESTER LICENSING 
Prepared by Maine Forest Service staff 

4. Voluntary and past regulatory efforts. 

A description of the voluntary efforts made by practitioners of the profession or 
occupation to protect the public through self-regulation. private certifications, 
membership in professional or occupational associations or academic credentials and a 
statement of why these efforts are inadequate to protect the public. 

6 

Foresters have been licensed in Maine since 1975. 

The Society of American Foresters (SAF) offers its Certified Forester (CF) 
credential (first established In 1994). According to SAF, "the CF credential 
promotes excellence in the stewardship of our nation's forest resources through 
enhanced professionall~m in forestry." To become a CF, an individual must: 

1 -Agree to the CF standards of practice (see Appendix 1 ); 

2 - Meet minimum education criteria; 

3 - Demonstrate proficiency in two or more of the following four areas of 
professional forestry-related work experience: 

• Resource Assessment; 

• Stakeholder Analysis and Relations; 

• Management Planning; 

• Execution of Management Plan; and 

4- Pass an examination. 

Foresters also can seek independent third party certification through Resource 
Manager certification to the Forest Stewardship Council standard. Such 
certification allows foresters to distinguish themselves for forestry services, 
particularly to potential clients interested in participating in the market for "green 
certified" forest products. Currently, two consulting forester firms have FSC 
Resource Manager certification in Maine. According to FSC records, their client 
base is approximately 10,800 acres.6 One consulting forester formerly certified to 
the FSC standard dropped their certification in 2011 after the long-expected gains 
in market share and price failed to materialize; they determined that the costs of 
certification exceeded the benefits. 

It is not clear whether the voluntary efforts described above would be adequate to 
protect the public In the absence of licensing, as both were implemented long after 
the Institution offorester licensing requirements. However, the regulation of 
forestry practices apart from licensing has significantly increased in the last three 
decades. These new laws protect both the forest resource and private 
landowners. A brief compilation of forestry-related laws enacted or significantly 
expanded since the 1980's follows. 

http://www.fscus.org/certlfied companlesllndex.php?num=*&state-ME&Ietter=&order=Orqanlzation+Nam 
e&type=forests. Last accessed 26 April2012. · · 
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REVIEW OF FORESTER LICENSING 
.. -- -· -- - ···-···-. -· --~ --· ··-- --~-·· 

Year Law What the law does LF involvement 
required? 

Land Use 
Regulates timber harvesting and related activities within certain protection 

1977 Regulation subdistricts, including, but not limited to, streams, rivers, Great Ponds, some Often Commission 
(LURC) 

wetlands, and high mountain areas. 

Injury to land, 
forest products or 
agricultural 

1977 products, Establishes civil penalties for unlawful cutting of trees and failure to mark 
No boundary boundaries prior to harvesting. 

marking (14 
M.R.S. §7552, 
§7552-Al 

Unlawful 

1981 cutting of trees 
Requires restitution for trees cut without consent of landowner No 

(17 M.R.S. 
§2510) 

1985 Shoreland Regulates timber harvesting and related activities within 75 feet of certain 
In part 

Zenina streams and 250 feet of Great Ponds and rivers. Some wetlands also requlated. 

Natural 
Regulates certain activities within or adjacent to "protected natural resources'' 

1987 Resources 
(e.g. 'significant vema! pools"). Forest management activities generally, but not No 

Protection Act 
(NRPA) a !ways, exempt 

-

1989 Forest 
Regulates the size, anrangement, management, and regeneration of clearcuts. 
Licensed Forester must prepare and approve harvest plans for clearcuts larger Yes 

Practices Act than 20 acres· certify regeneration of all clearcuts. 

1989 Tree Growth Requires forest management and harvest plan prepared or endorsed by a 
Tax Law Licensed Forester. 

1997 
Requires all wood transported to be accompanied by a trip ticket that lists, among 

Trip ticket Jaw other things, harvest notification number, landowner information, and Jogger No 
information. 

-

I Year I Law I What the law--;;-~-- J LF involvement I 
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Harvesting 

2003 near property 
line (17 M.R.S. 
§2511) 

Failure to pay 

2005 for trees 
harvested (17 
M.R.S. §2512) 

2005 Liquidation 
Harvesting 

Statewide 

2005 
Standards for 
Tunber 
Harvesting in 
Shoreland Areas 

Several 
2011 changes to 

forestry laws 

REVIEW OF FORESTER LICENSING 
Prepared bv Maine Forest Service staff 

Requires marking of boundary before timber harvesting. 

Requires payment within 45 days for trees harvested. 

Regulates the harvesting of forest land held for less than five years. 

Transfers most authorities to Maine Forest Service for regulating timber 
'harvesting and related activities within 75 feet of certain streams and 250 feet of 
Great Ponds and rivers. Some wetlands also regulated. 

• Transfers most authorities from LURC to Maine Forest Service for regulating forestry in 
Protection subdistricts, land managerl)ent roads, and sman gravel pits used for forestry. MFS 
intends to change permit requirements to permit by rule with licensed forester involvement. 

• MFS also authorized to develop permit by rule process for placement of wood in streams to 
enhance cold water fishery habitat with licensed forester involvement required. 

required? 

No 

Yes 

In part 

Yes 

The Tree Growth Tax Law, which was enacted in the early 1970's prior to forester licensing, also requires the involvement 
of a Licensed Forester in the preparation or approval of the required forest management plans as well as certification that 
a landowner is following the recommendations in their management plan. 
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4. Cost; benefit. 

REVIEW OF FORESTER LICENSING 
Preparect·by Maine ForEJ_st_ Service staff 

The extent to which regulation or expansion of regulation of the profession or occupation 
will increase the cost of goods or services provided by practitioners and the overall cost
effectiveness and economic impact of the proposed regulation, including the indirect 
costs to consumers. 

The cost of obtaining a license ranges from at least $446 (If an internship Is not 
required) to at least $516 if an internship is required.7 This estimate does not Include 
any foregone Income that may result from serving an internship or working under 
someone else's license as opposed to working independently. 

License renewal costs $70 per year. The cost of obtaining required continuing 
education credits cannot be determined due to the variable nature of the costs of 
qualifying educational opportunities, but could reach $200-$300 over the course of two 
years. 

No specific data exist which address the cost of services provided by licensed foresters; 
however, information on other professions suggest that state-regulated professions 
command a price premium (or rent) in the marketplace, thereby suggesting increased 
costs to consumers for such services.8 An article published by the Federal Reserve 
Bank of Minneapolis9 summarizes the thinking of noted economists as regards the 
economic impacts of licensing. The passage is long, but informative. 

"The negative effect of inhibiting free entry into occupations was noted early on by Adam 
Smith, who observed that various crafts used long apprenticeships and limits on the 
number of apprentices per master In order to raise professional earnings. Free 
competition, he suggested, would lower prices and consequently wages and profits-an 
outcome that crafts sought to avoid. And apprenticing didn't guarantee better work, 
thought Smith. "The institution of long apprenticeships can give no security that 
insufficient workmanship shall not frequently be exposed to public sale," he wrote in The 
Wealth of Nations. 

The issue of licensing "then became dormant [In economics]," observes Kleiner during 
an interview at the Minneapolis Fed. Not until a 1945 NBER monograph by Milton 
Friedman and Simon Kuznets on "Income from Independent Professional Practice" did 
economists again look carefully at the Impact of occupational restrictions through 
licensing and other forms of professional gatekeeping. "In all professions," wrote 
Friedman and Kuznets, "there has developed In the last few years an aristocratic, or at 
least a restrictive movement which, In a sense, Is reminiscent of the medieval guilds." 

Later, In Capitalism and Freedom, Friedman developed the Idea more fully In a chapter 
devoted to occupational licensure. Once a profession obtains a legal requirement that 
only those with a license can practice that profession, it restricts supply of professional 
services and thereby increases price (and profit). "Once licensure is attained," wrote 

7 $30 Initial application fee; $21 criminal background check; $325 exam fee; $70 license fee per year. 
8 E.g. Kleiner, M. and A. Krueger. 2009. Analyzing the extent and influence of occupational licensing on 
the labor market. National Bureau-of Economic Research; Working Paper 14979. 37 pp. 
9 Clement, D. 2008. Licentious behavior. The Region; Banking end Policy Issues Magazine. Federal 
Reserve Bank of Minneapolis. June, 2008. 
http://research.mpls.frb.fed.us/publlcations papers/pub dlsplay.cfm?id-3479. Accessed 09 May 2012. 

Page 9 of29 



REVIEW OF FORESTER LICENSING 
Prepared by Maine Forest Service staff 

Frl(idman •. "[t]he result Is Invariably control over entry by members of the occupation itself 
and hence the establishment of a monopoly position." 

Nor did licensing achieve Its ostensible goal of improved quality, argued Friedman, 
echoing Smith. Looking at the medical profession In particular, Friedman said, licensure 
"renders the average quality of practice low by reducing the number of physicians, by · 
reducing the aggregate number of hours available from trained physicians ... and by 
reducing the Incentive for research and development." It also makes it harder, he added, 
"to collect from physicians for malpractice" since physicians are unlikely to testify against 
one another when they might be punished for doing so by losing the right to practice in 
approved hospitals. 

Friedman's view has been powerful among economists, but later work by George 
Akerlof, Kenneth Arrow and especially Carl Shapiro suggested a more nuanced view. 
Akerlof, In his famous work on asymmetric Information, pointed out that the outcomes of 
licensing models may change when neither regulators nor consumers can directly 
observe the quality of produoers before they buy their services. A licensing system can 
encourage practitioners to seek more training because they'll be able to reap higher 
returns from training if untrained practitioners are excluded from the profession. Arrow 
suggested that licensing could diminish consumer uncertainty about service quality and 
increase demand for it. 

Shapiro expanded on these conoepts, explains Kleiner, and provided an expanded 
theory of occupational regulation relative to Friedman. Some individuals might want 
lower·quallty services at lower prices; others might want high quality at a high prloe. If 
licensing keeps low-quality providers out of the market, then Individuals who want a 
higher-quality service benefit from licensing while those who want lower-quality services 
lose. 

"So Friedman would say everyone loses [from licensing]," says Kleiner, "but Shapiro said 
there are winners and losers, and whether you gain or lose depends on whether you 
tend to buy high- or low-quality services." It Is "a separating equilibrium," wrote Shapiro; 
licensing "tend[s] to benefit consumers who value quality highly at the expense of those 
who do not." 

5. Service availability of regulation. 

The extent to which regulation or expansion of regulation of the profession or occupation 
would increase or decrease the availability of services to the public. 

It is unknown whether and how continued regulation or expansion of regulation of 
the forestry profession will change the availability of services to the public. Maine 
Forest Service data indicate that less than 30% of timber harvests on family forest 
lands (private, Individual holdings of 1,000 acres or less) have a licensed forester 
involved. Although many landowners may choose not to have a forester involved 
in harvesting on their land, this data suggests that there is room for business 
expansion. 

The number of licensed foresters peaked at 1,050 foresters (and 14 interns) in 
1990-1991.10 The number of licensed foresters has declined significantly over the 

10 Leighton, C. Email communication, 09 August2012. 
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last twelve years (2001-2012)~ from 847 to 736 {a drop of 13%). The number of 
Intern foresters increased over the same period, from 27 to 49 (an Increase of 
81%). The number of intern foresters peaked at 59 in 2007. Combined, the 
number of foresters and intern foresters declined 11% from 874 in 2001 to 785 in 
2012.11 

As for the future supply of foresters, data provided by Seymour and the Maine 
Department of Labor suggest that the number of foresters graduating from the 
University of Maine and employed in Maine's labor market have been, and will 
continue to be, fairly stable. The number of forestry graduates from the University 
of Maine could sustain a population of about 600 foresters. Maintaining the current 
supply of licensed foresters, therefore, would require the importation of labor from 
other states.12 

7. Existing laws and regulations. 

The extent to which existing legal remedies are Inadequate to prevent or redress the 
kinds of harm potentially resulting from nonregulation and whether regulation can be 
provided through an existing state agency or In conJunction with presently regulated 
practitioners. · 

The rules. implementing the forester licensing law include a code of ethics that defines 
the conduct of foresters in their relations with clients, employers, other professionals, 
and the public. This code of ethics governs licensed forester behavior beyond the 
laws discussed below, e.g. conflict of interest and client relations. 

Consumer protection goals can be achieved through application of the state's unfair 
trade practices statutes (5 MRSA, Chapter 10) and other applicable statutes and 
rules. Such statutes have been used in civil and criminal litigation by the Attorney 
General and various District Attorneys to secure judgments against loggers who 
failed to pay for wood harvested or who otherwise defrauded their client landowners. 

Environmental protection goals can be achieved through application of the state's 
forest practices statutes (12 MRSA, Chapter 805, sub-Chapter 3-A), environmental 
protection laws (38 MRSA, Chapter 3), and other applicable 'statutes and rules. Such 
statutes have been used in agency enforcement actions and civil litigation to secure 
judgments against landowners and loggers who violated the applicable laws and 
rules. 

Maine has been successful in prosecuting several violations by loggers of the state's 
unfair trade practices laws. These prosecutions have yielded substantial financial 
judgments, permanent injunctions, and other sanctions against loggers who have 
done a great deal of financial harm to landowners (in addition to any damages to the 
forest and water bodies). At least two firms are no longer in business as a result of 
these sanctions. 

11 Forester Licensing Board meeting item #3, April 2012. 
12 Forester Licensing Board, Ibid. 
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The agencies responsi!Jie for enforcing the state's environmental protection laws 
have been effective in fulfilling their responsibilities as well. 

8. Method of regulation. 

Whyregistration, certification. license to use the title, license to practice or another type 
of .regulation is being proposed, why that regulatotv alternative was chosen and whether 
the proposed method of regulation is appropriate. 

Holt (2006) reviewed Maine's forester licensing program as the topic of his Master's 
thesis. 13 He found that "It is Very difficult to objectively determine [sic] whether forester 
regulation should continue in its present form. If a program policy review was 
undertaken today, it would likely be inconclusive or yield ineffective results because it 
would be impaired, or result to some degree in subjective analyses due In part to 
insufficient or non-existing data." 

Holt summarized the 1975 floor debate in the House; opponents questioned whether the 
health and welfare of Maine citizens was jeopardized because the forestry profession 
was not regulated. Proponents argued that increasing environmental regulations and 
other policy initiatives would combine to demand excellence from foresters. Similar 
arguments likely would be made today. Holt also noted that the impetus for forester 
licensing came from the profession and not from consumer advocates. 

9. Other states. 

A list of other states that regulate the profession or occupation. the tvpe of regulation, 
copies of other states' laws and available evidence from those states of the effect of 
regulation on the profession or occupation In terms of a before-and-after analysis. 

Fourteen states (including Maine) require foresters to be licensed or registered. 
We note, however, that Michigan's Office of Regulatory Reinvention recommended 
deregulation of the practice of forestry In April, 2012. No legislative action has 
been taken on this recommendation as of the writing of this report. 

A proposal to license foresters appears to have been advanced in Missouri's 
Legislature ih 2001, but was defeated.14 Florida deregulated foresters in 1978.15 

See Appendix 2 for a list of states that regulate forestry. 

Education and experience: Based on the Information available on these states' 
websites, seven states require a combination of education and experience, and 

13 Holt, S. 2006. State of Maine Forester Licensure Program and Polley Review. Master of Forestry 
Paper; University of Maine, May, 2006. 154 pp. 
14 Allen, L., email communication, 17 February 2012. 
15 State of Florida. 1978. Pp. 33-35 in A Review of Chapter 492, Florida Statutes, Forestry Practices Act. 
Report prepared for the Florida Sunset Act by the Senate Governmental Operations Committee. 
Tallahassee, FL. 53 pp. 
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four states require eithereducation·orexpedence: App'e'ndix 3'summarlzes 
experience requirementsfor the states that have such· requirements. 

Internship: Maine and California are the only states that require an internship or 
apprenticeship. California only requires an apprenticeship for those applicants 
lacking sufficient experience. Alabama repealed Its internship requirement in 
2008. 

Exarnination:16 Ten states require some form of examination. The cost of the 
exam ranges from $30 to $325. Three states, including Maine, require the SAF 
Certified Forester Exam, which costs $325. Maine's examination requirement 
dates back to the early 1990's. Until 2007, however, the exam was proctored 
locally twice a year, and the cost was relatively modest ($75); exam questions 
were developed locally. The SAF exam can be taken online at a time of the 
applicant's choosing; it is a national exam with ten additional questions specific to 
Maine's forestry laws. 

Alabama's exam is an open book test that covers the following subject areas: 
dendrology, ecology, genetics, physiology, soils; finance and law; fire, forest 
health; harvesting, wood products; forest management, industrial forestry; 
mensuration, inventory, sampling; recreation, urban, wildlife; silviculture and 
watershed; spatial analysis: surveying, photogrammetry, remote sensing, GIS, 
cartography; and, tax, economics and ethics. 

Arkansas requires an examination; It is offered twice a year. No information is 
available about the topics covered by the exam. 

Connecticut's forester examination requires knowledge of: safety and 
environmentally sound operation of harvesting equipment; techniques and 
procedures applied to timber harvesting in Connecticut; forest management; and, 
statutes concerning forestry, endangered species, wetlands and watercourse, 
contracts and agreements. The forest management section covers: Mensuration; 
silviculture; forest soils; forest protection; mapping; dendrology; forest 
management and forest management plans; timber sales and agreements; forest 
economics and taxation; forest engineering; forest ecology; wildlife; recreation; 
and, urban forestry. 

Mississippi's exam is open book. It consists of 100 questions, multiple choice and 
true/false, apportioned as follows: silviculture, 25; management, 20; 
measurement, 20; economics, 1 0; harvesting, 5; ethics, 5; fire, 5; insects, 5; and, 
diseases, 5. 

North Carolina offers two levels of examination; one for applicants without a 
Bachelor's or higher forestry degree from an SAF-accredited forestry school, and 
one for those who meet the education requirements. The Level 1 exam consists of 
two parts: Part 1 is a two hour closed book exam testing the applicant's 

" Mississippi did not respond to inquiries. 
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knowledge-of forestry_ .. approxi.mating thafobtalned .through graduation from a four
year curriculum in-forestry. Part 2 is a four hour open book exam focusing on the 

- practice offoresttyin NC." The-Level 2 exam is a four hour open book exam 
focusing on the practice of forestry in NC. The range of questions on the 
examinations is broad. It includes any material covered in forestry and forestry
related courses. The following critically important subject areas are always 
covered: mensuration, management, silviculture, dendrology, silvics/physiology, 
genetics, soils, economics, entomology, pathology, 'fire, and aerial photography. 

New Hampshire's exam consists of three parts and is designed to last two to three 
hours. The first part covers the following topics: laws and regulation, ethics, 
ecology and dendrology, silviculture, mensuration, soil and water resources, forest 
protection, and management and management planning. In the second part, the 
examinee chooses three knowledge areas out of a possible five: land surveying, 
mapping, and photogrammetry; wildlife habitat management; marketing and 
utilization; stumpage valuation; and taxation. Part three consists of two essay 
questions that identify a situation and asks for a solution. The exam is closed book 
and is offered twice a year. 

Application fees: Application fees for a forester license range from zero to $90, 
with the mode and the median around $50. Maine's application fee is $51.00, 
including the required criminal background check. 

Evidence on the effect of regulation of the profession: There is little quantitative 
evidence to suggest that licensing has or has not had an effect on the profession. 
Oil one hand, three states (Arkansas, North Carolina, and Connecticut) increased 
regulation of the profession since 1978.17 On the other hand, Florida and, more 
recently, Michigan- have determined that regulation of the forestry profession 
through licensing Is not necessary to protect the public.18 Missouri's legislature 
rejected a bill proposing to license foresters in that state. 

10. Previous efforts. 

The details of any previous efforts in this State to implement regulation of the profession 
or occupation. 

Forester licensing has existed since 1975. The law and implementing rules have 
been amended several times since then, most recently In 2001 (law) and 2002 
(rule). In general, the law and its implementing rules have increased regulatory 
requirements for forestry licensure, Including reducing exemptions and adding 
internship, examination, and continuing education requirements. No data exist to 
test the hypothesis that such changes have better protected Maine's consumers of 
forestry services. Holt's thesis discusses the significant changes in detail, and 

17 Holt, S. 2006. op. cit. 
18 As noted earlier, Michigan's legislature has not yet taken action on a recommendation by the state's 
Office of Regulatory Reinvention. 
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readers are referred fo-that dcicuri\eifit tor ainpllflcatlon. See also Appendix 4 for a 
more detailed listing-of law and rule amendments. 

On a related note, a legislative proposal to license loggers was advanced by a 
consulting forester in 1998. Because the proposal was submitted after the 
effective date of the sunrise review law, it was subjected to a sunrise review by a 
panel appointed by the Commissioner of Professional and Financial Regulation. 
The panel concluded that although the profession of logging met the threshold for 
licensure, it did not recommend that licensing requirements be imposed. Instead, 
the panel recommended that better enforcement of existing laws (including those 
mentioned in this report) and minor changes to some of those laws would suffice to 
protect the public. 

11. Mandated benefits. 

Whether the profession or occupation plans to apply for mandated benefits. 

This section does not apply to the forestry profession. 

12. Minimal competence. 

Whether the proposed requirements for regulation exceed the standards of minimal 
competence and what those standards are. 

Current law and rule require that a candidate for licensure as a forester meet 
certain education, experience, and testing requirements. 

The University of Maine's School of Forest Resources offers a perspective on the 
minimal standards of competence for a graduating forester (Appendix 5). The 
school's learning objectives are reproduced below: 

"Students graduating from the Forestry program will be effective and ethical 
stewards of forests for all resources, Including trees, biological diversity, water, 
and recreation by being able to: 

1. Think, write, and speak effectively about the complexities and tradeoffs 
associated with responsible stewardship of forest resources. 

2. Utilize quantitative and qualitative methods for resource analysis and problem 
solving. 

3. Integrate knowledge of basic biology, physical sciences, forest and wildlife 
ecology, and social sciences into the stewardship of forest resources. 

4. Apply knowledge of and techniques from forest measurement, geomatics, 
silviculture, forest economics, forest operations, forest bioproducts, and forest 
policy to develop and evaluate alternatives for managing forest resources. 
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· ·. 5: .. "Choose.an(j,E)mploy. appropriate concepts, models, and effective techniques to 
. ~· .. ·-· propuce,C)_nd analyze forest resource plans, from woodlots to landscapes, 

''W.Iiis;h (;8fiS.iaer multiple.c:Ompeting objectives." · · · - ·. ··-

The req-uirements for membership in the Association of Consulting Foresters are 
as follows: 

1. Be a graduate of a professional forestry degree-granting program recognized 
by the ACF Executive Committee. The Executive Committee currently uses 
the Society of American Foresters Accredited Professional Forestry Degree 
Program, and; 

2. Have at least two (2) years experience in practical forestry administration, 
forest management or other special forestry classification, and; 

3. Be a professional forester, whose principal activity is forestry consulting work 
to the public on a fee or contract basis, and; 

4. Be an owner, partner or a significant stockholder in a forestry consulting firm or 
a salaried employee of a consulting firm owned by one or more ACF members, 
and; 

5. Have no economic interest in a timber purchasing or timber procurement entity 
wherein a potential conflict of interest may exist in serving the public. 

13. Financial analysis. 

The method proposed to finance the proposed regulation and financial data pertaining to 
whether the proposed regulation can be reasonably financed by current or proposed 
licensees through dedicated revenue mechanisms. 

Forester licensing is a program within the Department of Professional & Financial 
Regulation; Office of Professional & Occupational Regulation. The program is a 
dedicated revenue program supported by license fees paid by licensees of the 
Board of Licensure of Foresters. The current license fee is $70 annually; the fee 
cap is $100.00. Over the past three fiscal years (FY 1 0-12) the program has 
generated, on average, $58,700 in revenue and $57,580 in expenses. 
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Appendix 1. Certified Forester® Standards of Professional Praciice· 

Every Certified Forester® (CF) and applicant for Certified Forester status. agrees to: 

1. Make every effort to periodically review and follow all applicable state and federal 
regulations governing environmental quality and, specifically, the stewardship and 
management of forest resources; 

2. Make every effort to recognize and inform prospective clients or employers of the 
responsibility to conserve forest resources and to maintain environmental quality In · 
management recommendations; 

3. Refrain from providing a professional opinion or recommendation for an area of expertise 
for which the individual is not qualified by either academic preparation or experience and 
to refer clients or employers to other natural resource professionals when the expertise of 
such Individuals shall best serve the interests of the public, the forestry profession, and 
the client/employer; 

4. Use only truthful and not misleading statements In any advertising or statement of 
qualifications; 

5. Refrain from misrepresenting CF certification, or one's individual CF status, including the 
misuse of application status, trademark, certificate, or other related credentials; 

6. Refrain from any misrepresentation on an application; willful submission of Incorrect 
information in recertification; or failure to Include relevant information In any 
communication to the Certification Review Board (CRB) or SAF National Office; and to 

7. Pay ail required fees, as set forth in Certification Requirements. 

Further, every CF and CF applicant agrees that violation of the standards listed above may 
be a basis for adverse action, including denial or revocation of certification or recertification, 
in accordance with Certification Review Board (CRB) Administrative Rules, and that: 

8. Certification may be suspended, and may be revoked pending review by the CRB, 
following final action resulting in revocation or suspension of a CF's state forestry 
registration or licensing credential, or related professional credential or professional 
membership; 

9. A conviction of, plea of guilty to, or plea of nolo contendere to a felony related to forestry 
practices or to public health or welfare or misdemeanor that relates directly to forestry 
practices, Is grounds for denial, revocation, or suspension of certification; and that 

10. The CF shall report any revocation, suspension, conviction, or plea as described above to 
SAF within thirty (30) days of the final action. An Individual convicted of such a felony or 
misdemeanor may be Ineligible to apply for certification or recertification for a period of 
three (3) years from the exhaustion of appeals, probation, parole, or final release from 
confinement (if any) whichever Is later. 

Adopted by the Council of the Society of American Foresters in 1994. Document revised 
April 2003 and September 2005. 

Source: SAF Certified Foresters website at (www.SAFnet.org) May. 4, 2012 
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Appendix 2. State Forester Licensing and Registra~on Programs 

State Edu~on AND/OR Experience Internship Application fee 
AL XXX and XXX Repealed 2008 $50.00 
AR XXX or XXX No $10.00 

Apprenticeship for 
CA XXX and XXX those lacking 

sufficient experience. 

CT No No No 

GA No $20.00 
MA XXX and XXX No 
MD XXX and XXX No $45.00 

ME XXX and XXX Yes $51.00 

Ml XXX and XXX No $90.00 

MS XXX No $50.00 

NC XXX or XXX No $50.00 

NH XXX or XXX No $60.00 
sc XXX or XXX No $50.00 
wv XXX and XXX No $50.00 
·-: Called "registration" but is licensing in practice. 
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$70.00 $325.00 

$80.00 

$40.00 Included in 
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$40.00 Included in 
application fee 

$60.00 $100.00 
$130.00 $325.00 
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Appendix 3. Stare experiemce requirements for forester licensing 

Alabama: Have a specific record of two years or more of experience in the practice of forestry of 
a nature satisfactory to the board and Indicating that the applicant is competent to practice 
forestry. 

########## 

Arkansas: Required if appiicant has not graduated from SAF-accredlted school with 4-year 
degree. Otherwise: 

• A bachelor's or advanced degree in forestry from a college or university program not 
accredited by SAF and, subject to graduation, three (3) years or more experience in 
forestry work of a nature satisfactory to the board. 

• A bachelor's degree In a natural resources-related field from a college or university 
program, including, but not limited to, wildlife management, with at least twenty (20) 
semester hours of forestry courses approved by the board and, subsequent to 
graduation, three (3) years' or more experience in forestry work of a nature • 
satisfactory to the board. 

• A bachelor's degree not related to natural resources from a college or university 
program and, subsequent to graduation, six (6) years' or more experience in forestry 
work of a nature satisfactory to the board. 

• A two-year associate's degree In forestry from a community college or junior college 
and, subsequent to graduation, six (6) years' or more experience in forestry work of a 
nature satisfactory to the board. 

########## 

California: Furnish evidence of having seven years of experience In forestry work. 
Possession of degree of Bachelor of Science, or equivalent degree as determined by the 
board, with a major in forestry, shall be deemed equivalent to four years of experience in the 
actual practice of forestry work. At least three of the seven years of experience shall include 
having charge of forestry work, or forestry work under the supervision of a person registered, 
or qualified for, but exempt from registration under the provision of this article. Work 
completed prior to July 1, 1973, shall qualify if it was under the supervision of a qualified 
forester, as defined in Section 754. The award of a Master of Forestry degree shall be 
acceptable as evidence of one year of such qualifying experience. 

########## 

Massachusetts: Experience requirements vary according to educational attainment: 

• Successful completion of a Bachelors of Science degree from a SAF-accredlted 
professional forestry degree program, or a program approved by the Director of State 
Parks ... plus three years of forestry work experience of a character that prepared the 
applicant to practice forestry competently. At least two of the three years of work 
experience must be experience of a professional nature, and up to one year may be 
work experience of a technical nature provided that not less than one year of work of 
a professional or technical nature must occur within the three years preceding the 
date of license application 

• Successful completion of a Masters degree (MS or MF) in forestry or related post
baccalaureate degree plus three years of forestry work experience of a character that 
prepared the applicant to practice forestry competently. At least two of the three 
years of work experience must be experience of a professional nature, and up to one 
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year may be work experience of a technical nature provided that not less than one 
year of work of a professional or technical nature must occur within the three years 
preceding the date of license application. 

• · Successful completion of an Associates degree in a SAF-recognized technical 
forestry education program, or a technical forestry education prog~am approved by 
the Director, plus five years of forestry work experience of a character that has 
prepared the applicant to practice forestry competently. At least four of the five years 
of work experience must be experience of a professional nature, and up to one year 
may be work experience of a technical nature provided that not less than one year of 
work of a professional or technical nature must occur within the three years 
preceding the daie of license application. 

• Any additional forestry or natural resource management education at an accredited 
i[lstitution beyond the minimum requirements may count for no more than one year of 
work experience. 

########## 

Maryland: must demonstrate competence In the practice offorestry by showing at least two 
years of experience in forestry. 

########## 

Michigan: An applicant for registration must provide documentation of not less than 2 years of 
experience In professional forestry work by way of 3 Experience Verification Forms from 
professional foresters who can attest to the applicant's experience. 

########## 

North Carolina: applicants for registration must obtain "2 or more years of experience in 
forestry." Also, Administrative Rule requires "professional work experience In forestry," which Is 
limited to post-graduation work experience. When determining acceptable work experience, the 
North Carolina Board of Registration for Foresters, using the definitions in the law, concluded 
that the experience should be related to working in or with the forest and the trees, and It should 
encompass three main characteristics: professional, comprehensive, and integrative. 
Professionals are highly educated and very knowledgeable in their profession. This level of 
knowledge is obtained through higher learning and/or extensive experience. A forester must, 
therefore, apply this professional knowledge in a comprehensive and integrative manner. 

The Board recognizes the high diversity of work accomplished by foresters and understands that 
It includes a combination of professional and technical skills. Therefore, work experience 
acceptable to the Board for registration purposes reflects this diversity, and many different types 
of employment are suitable. However, the majority of the work should be at the professional 
level, and exhibit the broad, comprehensive science of forestry and the integrative nature of this 
profession. It should be at a level or type sufficiently rigorous to require a 4-year college 
education In forest management. All duties of ernployrnent need not reach this level, but they 
should comprise the majority. 

Acceptable work experience includes but is not limited to: writing forest management plans, 
developing prescribed burn plans, preparing timber harvesting & road building plans, conducting 
surveys for endangered and protected species, developing control strategies for forest Insects or 
disease infestations, conducting forestry research and publishing results, and other similar tasks 
that require a higher level of knowledge and experience. Teaching a course or workshop at the 
community college level or higher Is also acceptable experience. Supervising employees who 
accomplish these same tasks is also satisfactory work experience. 
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Although many other examples are possible, when any of the following tasks dominate the work 
experience of the candidate, the employment is unacceptable as professional forestry work 
experience: operating a skidder or other heavy equipment, marking timber, felling or bucking 
trees, seeding roads and hillsides, application of pesticides, logging site inspections, prescribed 
burning, removing lumber from a green chain, planting trees, wetland delineation, right-of-way 
maintenance, and driving a log truck. 

########## 

New Hampshire: 

(a) Experience in the practice of·forestry shall be of a grade and character that Indicates to the 
board that the applicant is competent to practice as a forester. If experience is claimed under 
Fors 302.02, an affidavit stating the dates of said employment, the types of work performed and 
the names and address of employers shall be provided. 

(b) Experience shall be determined as follows: 

(1) Applicants possessing a 4-year forestry degree shall have 2 years satisfactory 
experience which is equivalent to 4000 hours within not less than 24 months and not 
more than 60 months of the date of application. 

(2) Applicants possessing a 2-year forestry degree shall have 4 years satisfactory 
experience which is equivalent to 8000 hours within not less than 48 months and not 
more than 72 months of date of application. 

(3) Applicants possessing a 4-year degree in a related field shall have 4 years 
satisfactory experience which is equivalent to 8000 hours within not less than 48 months 
and not more than 72 months of the date of application. 

(4) Applicants possessing a 2-year degree in a related field shall have 6 years 
satisfactory experience which Is equivalent to 12000 hours within not less than 72 
months and not more than 120 months preceding the date of application. 

(5) Applicants possessing no forestry or related degree shall have 8 years satisfactory 
experience which is equivalent to 16000 hours within the 1 0-year period preceding the 
date of application. 

(c) Experience shall be gained under the supervision of a licensed forester or If not, written 
explanation shall be included with the application describing why the experience should be 
considered satisfactory to the board. 

(d) Experience not gained under the direction of a licensed forester shall be considered 
satisfactory by the board if: 

(1) Experience in the practice of forestry was earned in accordance with Fors 302.02 (f) 
(1), (2) and (3); 

(2) Experience In the practice of forestry was earned without violating Fors 501.03; and 

(3) The candidate shall have committed no misconduct pursuant to RSA 310-A: 112. 

(e) Failure of candidates whose experience Is not gained under the direction of a licensed 
forester to meet the experience requirements of Fors 302.02 (f) (1),(2) and (3) shall, after notice 
and opportunity for a hearing, result in denial of the application. 

(f) Experience In the practice of forestry shall be determined pursuant to RSA 310-A: 104 as 
follows: 
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(1) A minimum of 50%-ofTequlred experience shall demonstrate competency In all of the 
following core areas: 

a. Preparation of comprehensive forest management plans; 

b. Land use and forest type mapping; 

c. Development and implementation of silvlcultural prescriptions which means a 
planned series of treatments designed to change current stand structure to one 
that meets management goals; 

d. Timber cruise and Inventory; 

e. Boundary line location and maintenance pursuant to RSA 310-A: 54, IV; 

f. Timber harvesting supervision; 

g. Marketing of timber products; 

h. Timber sale administration; 

i. Road and harvest layout; and 

j. Knowledge of New Hampshire forestry laws; · 

(2)-Jn addition to experience in core areas required per Fors 302.02 (f) (1 ), satisfactory 
experience shall be in one or more of the following areas: 

a. Land surveying; 

b. Wildlife management; 

c. Natural resource research or education; 

d. Timber stand improvement; 

e. Logging; 

f. Timber law enforcement; 

g. Log scaling; 

h. Saw milling; 

i. Forest fire control; 

j. Soil science pursuant to RSA 310: A-76, II; 

k. Arborlculture; 

I. Urban forestry; 

m. Land use planning; 

n. Conservation biology; 

o. Wetland delineation pursuant to RSA 310-A: 76, 11-a or; 

p. Wood procurement. 

(3) Applicants who do not meet the experience required pursuant to Fors 302.02 (f) (1) 
and (2), shall demonstrate experience and competency In specialty areas such as: 

a. Timberland appraisal; 

b. Teaching of forestry at a college or university level; 
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c. Teaching natural resource science "at a college or university level; 

d. Public extension forestry and natural resource education work, or 

e. Forest policy in a governmental or management position. 

(g) Experience shall be in accordance with the rules of professional conduct set forth In Fors 
501. Conduct proscribed by the rules of professional conduct, when performed by an unlicensed 
person or during a prior period of licensure, shall be a basis for denying a license application or 
issuing a restricted license. 

########## 

South Carolina: Graduation from a curriculum in forestry of four or more years In a school 
approved by the Board and two years experience. Or, six years experience working under a 
registered Forester. 

########## 

West Virginia: Requirements to be licensed and registered as a professional forester the 
applicant shall have (1) a bachelor's degree in forestry from a four (4) year school, college or 
university or a master's degree program from a college or university, accredited by SAF and at 
least two (2) years of full-time equivalent work experience as a professional forester within ten 
(1 0) years preceding the date of filing an application for registration; or (2) an associate's degree 
from a two (2) year technical forestry program recognized by SAF plus a bachelor's degree in 
another natural science or business and at least four (4) years of full-time equivalent work 
experience in the field of forestry acceptable to the board within the ten (1 0) years preceding the 
date of filing an application for registration. 
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Appendix 4. Noteworthy law and rule changes impacting state of Maine forester regulation, 
)97_5_-200619

-, _ _, , __ , --·- - _._ :,_ ... . 

YEAR- SUMMARY OF CHANGE IN LAW AND/OR RULES 

1975 Initial Forester licensing law enacted creating the Board of Registration for Professional 
Foresters. "Forestry" and "The Practice of forestry"_ and qualifications defined In statute. 
Bylaws and procedures were established for Board governance. The law was quickly 
amended to clarify that certain employees and landowners were exempt from licensing. 

1978 Board conforms to State of Maine Administrative Procedures Act setting forth license 
review, revocation, disciplinary action, and administrative and civil appeal procedures. 
Board adopts rules. 

1979 Law removes license exemption status for certain landowners, employees, and persons 
and clarifies federal employee status. Also clarifies that the Board does not have power 
to create rules on forest practices, and further defines educational and licensure 
requirements. Additional legislation further defines new rule making and bylaw 
authorities. 

1983 Qualified forestry technician experience is granted as a substitute for experience for 
applicants. 

1985 Legislation further addresses Board powers and responsibilities relating to refusals to 
Issue licenses, licensee complaint Investigations, disciplinary actions, and administrative 
processes and appeals. 

1987 Symbolic and more substantive regulation changes are made to Department of 
Professional and Financial Regulation statutes to Institute-professional licensing and 
discontinue registrations. The title and reference to Registered Professional Forester is 
changed to Licensed Professional Forester. The law also requires foresters to Include 
their license number on any plans, maps, and reports Issued. 

1989 Significant changes to forester licensing occurs with the creation of new forester 
educational requirements, establishment of Internship requirements beginning January 
1, 1990, and written examination requirements beginning January 1, 1991. 

1991 Legislation creates new forester requirements relative to forest management and 
harvesting plans, and qualifies certain activities as Class E crimes. 

1993 Legislature creates provisions to allow Forester licensure reciprocity with other states, 
and provides guidance for standards and procedures. 

1994 Legislation pertaining to continuing education requirements, standards, and audit 
provisions Is enacted. 

1996 Board rules emended Including changes to continuing education and disclosures on 
maps or property descriptions prepared by foresters stating that they are not a legal 
survey. 

2001 Significant changes to Forester statutes and rules occur following lengthy public 
hearings, Legislative hearings, amendments to original legislation, and rule making 
procedures. Inconsistencies between statutes and rules were eliminated. The Board 
name is changed to Board of Licensure of Foresters within DPFR. lnter'n Forester Is 
defined and mandatory Internship established, thereby eliminating numerous requests 
for internship waiver based on experience. Substantive rule changes are approved for 

19 Holt, S. 2006. op. cit. 
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educational variances and registration to supervise unlicensed ln.dlvlduals. Changes are· 
also made to educational requirement.for.Forester and Intern Forester applicants and 
continuing education requirements. 

Index of rules and rule changes, state of Maine forester regulation, 1975-2006 

YEAR SIGNIFICANT RULE CREATION OR AMENDMENTS 

1976 Original rules created Including code of ethics. 

1978 Original rules further developed for clarity and omissions. 

1983 Amendment to Chapter 4 re: forest technician experience. 

1987 Comprehensive conformity rule revisions. 

1988 New Rules to support Internship and clarify existing rules. 

1990 Establishment of new Board rules. 

1991 Technical amendments to 1990 Board rules. 

1994 Technical amendments to 1990 Board rules. 

1996 Amendments to clarify definitions and qualifications. 

2000 Department rules enacted regarding fees and other administration. 

2001 Substantial revisions and additions to Board rules to reflect significant statutory changes. 

2002 Major substantive rules Implemented involving education variances and registration to 
supervise unlicensed individuals. 

Source: Compiled by author from State of Maine Legislature Law Library and Secretary of State 
references, and Board of Licensure of Foresters files and Board meeting minutes located at 
Board offices, Office of Licensing and Registration, Department of Financial and Professional 
Regulation, Gardiner, Maine on February 2, 2006 and subsequent occasions. 

Disclaimer: The above index is presented for Illustrative purposes only. It is not intended to be 
an official or complete record and the author (Holt) does not represent it as such. 
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Appendix 5. University of Maille School of Forest Resources learning objectives and outcomes . 
. for forestry majors 

Proposed Revisions of Undergraduate Curricula 
March 9, 2011 

Learning Objectives and Outcomes for Forestry Majors: 

The goal of the Forestry program is to produce professional foresters with outstanding scientific 
knowledge, practical field and technical skills, strong communication abilities and a strong 
stewardship ethic needed to sustainably manage private and public forestlands for wood 
products, recreational opportunities, biological diversity, water, and other eoosystem services. 
Graduates of the program will be sought by consulting, private and public forestland 
management organizations to monitor and manage diverse forestland. This professional degree 
will continue to be accredited by the Society of American Foresters (SAF). 

Learning Objectives 

Students graduating from the Forestry program will be effective and ethical stewards of forests 
for all resources, including trees, biological diversity, water, and recreation by being able to: 

1. Think, write, and speak effectively about the complexities and tradeoffs associated with 
responsible stewardship of forest resources. 

2. Utilize quantitative and qualitative methods for resource analysis and problem solving. 

3. Integrate knowledge of basic biology, physical sciences, forest and wildlife ecology, and 
social sciences Into the stewardship of forest resources. 

4. Apply knowledge of and techniques from forest measurement, geomatics, silviculture, forest 
eoonomics, forest operations, forest bloproducts, and forest policy to develop and evaluate 
alternatives for managing forest resources. 

5. Choose and employ appropriate concepts, models, and effective techniques to produce and 
analyze forest resource plans, from woodlots to landscapes, which consider multiple 
competing objectives. 
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At the end of the program, graduates will be able to do the following: 

With respect to biological sciences, Forestry graduates will be able to: 
1. Interpret and explain the components, patterns, and processes of biological and ecological 

systems across spatial and temporal scales. 
2. Explain basic concepts of molecular biology, cells, and organisms. 

With respect to physical sciences, mathematics, and computers, Forestry graduates will be 
able to: 

3. Understand physical and chemical properties, measurements, and states of matter. 
4. Apply basic approaches and applications of mathematics, linear programming, and statistics for 

analysis and problem solving. 
5. Use computers and other technologies for communication, measurement, analysis, and 

problem solving. 

With respect to social sciences and humanities, Forestry graduates will be able to: 

6. Evaluate moral and ethical questions by using critical reasoning skills. 
7. Understand social and economic structures, processes, and institutions across a broad range of 

human experience anq culture. 

With respect to communications, ·Forestry graduates will be able to: 

8. Prepare and deliver effective oral presentations. 
9. Comprehend and critically evaluate information presented in a variety of communication styles. 

(Recommended for addition to program) 
10.Prepare reports, articles, and essays to effectively communicate to both technical and general 

audiences. 

With respect to forest measurements, Forestry graduates will be able to: 
11.1denlify and measure land areas and conduct spatial analysis. 
12.Deslgn and Implement comprehensive and appropriate forest resource inventories. 
13.Analyze forest inventory Information and project future forest, stand, and tree conditions. 

With respect to forest ecology, Forestry graduates will be able to: 
14.1dentify forest and other tree species, their distribution, and associated vegetation. 

·15.Understand how concepts of Conservation Biology Influence forest management and 
biodiversity 

16.Understand soil properties and processes, hydrology, water quality, and watershed functions. 
17.Explain ecological concepts and principles for forests. 
18. Master concepts in tree biology. 
19.Master concepts in tree pests and diseases, and use them to evaluating tree and forest 

health/productivity. 
20. Make stand, forest, and ecosystem assessments. 

With respect to forest management, Forestry graduates will be able to: 
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--. 21 .Develop and apply·silviculfuieil prescriptions appropriate to management objectives. 

22.Recognize various harvesting, transportation, and processing systems used In the 
·management afforest resources and production of forest products. (Recommended for addition 
to program) 

23.Describe fundamental processes for the production of bioproducts and bioenergy including 
traditional wood and timber production, composite products, biorefineries, and biomass energy 
operations. (Recommended for addition to program) 

24. Conduct life cycle assessments of biomass, bloproduct, and bioenergy production systems. 
25. Develop and evaluate management plans with multiple objectives and constraints. 

With respect to forest economics, Forestry graduates will be able to: 

26. Understand how resource conditions and social demands Interact under various market and 
non-market structures to Influence the valuation and availability of forest-related goods and 
services. 

27. Understand how the existence of market externalities, ecosystem services, and non-market 
goods and services affect forestry decisions and resource conditions. 

28. Understand how mathematical programming techniques and regional impact analyses can be 
used In forestry decision making. (Recommended for addition to program) 

29. Understand market forces from an International perspective (Recommended for addition to 
program) 

30.Know the structure of the basic market segments (paper, lumber, etc.) and the role of the major 
corporations within the segments. 

31.Understand and be able to analyze a balance sheet, a cash flow statement and an income 
statement. 
With respect toforest policy and administration, Forestry graduates will be able to: 

32. Understand forest policy in the US and abroad, including historical contexts and the processes 
by which It is developed 

33. Recognize how federal, state, and local laws and regulations govern the practice of forestry and 
forest operation's. 

34. Understand the development of professional codes of ethics, demonstrate professional and 
ethical behavior, and be well-versed in the code associated with your profession. 

35.Understand how different ownerships and administrative structures affect forest use and 
management (Recommended for addition to program) 

36.Understand the history and development of professions and professional societies in forest
related fields. (Recommended for addition to program) 

37.Demonstrate an understanding of organizational structure, lines of authority, and the skills 
needed to serve as an effective member of a team or organization. (Recommended for addition 
to program) 

38. Demonstrate an understanding of and commitment to professional development and life-long 
learning. · 
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Appendix 6. Resolve 130, Resolve, To Streamline Forester Licensing Requirements 

Sec. 1. Streamlining of forester licensing requirements. Resolved: That the Department of 
Professional and Financial Regulation, Board of Licensure of Foresters, referred to In this 
resolve as "the board," and the Department of Conservation, Maine Forest Service shall 
examine the licensing requirements for foresters as specified in the Maine Revised Statutes, 
Title 32, chapter 76 for the purpose of streamlining forester licensing requirements. In 
performing this examination, the board and the Maine Forest Service shall develop 
recommendations that: 

1. Simplify the education, testing and experience requirements for obtaining a license as 
a forester; and 

2. Allow a person who meets specified experience levels and demonstrates knowledge 
of forestry law to be exempt from the education requirements of Title 32, section 5514, 
subsection 2. 

The board shall submit the recommendations and implementing legislation to the joint standing 
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over forestry matters no later than December 18, 
2012 for consideration by the 126th Legislature. The joint standing committee may report out a 
bill regarding the simplified process. 
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Maine Revised Statute Title 32, Chapter 76: FORESTER LICENSING 

Subchapter 1: GENERAL PROVISIONS HEADING: PL 2001, C. 261, §4 (NEW) 

32 §5501. DEFINITIONS 

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following tetms have the following 
meanings. 

1. Board. 11Board" means the Board of Licensure of Foresters. 

2. Department, "Dcparhnent" means the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation. 

3. Forester. 11Forester11 means a person licensed under this chapter to pmctice forestry. 

4. Forestry. "Forestry11 means services relating to forestry requiring the application of forestry 
principles and techniques. The services Include, but are not limited to, investigations, consultations, timber 
inventory~ development of forest management plans, responsible supervision of forest management, forest 
utilization, appraisal of severed or unsevercd timber, forest economics or other forestry activities as carl'ied 
out in connection with any public or private lands. "Fore.~try" does not include services for tho physical 
implementation of cutting, hauling, handling or processing of forest products or for the physical 
implementation of timber stand improvements or other silvicultural activities or measuring or scaling 
activities performed by persons licensed under Title I 0, section 2365-A. 

5, Intel'n fol'estel'. "Intern forester11 means a person licensed under this chapter to practice forestry 
under the sponsorship of a forester. 

6. Person. 11Person11 means an individual. 

7. Sponsol', 11 Sponsor11 means a forester who is responsible for overseeing the activities of an intern 
forester. 

8. Supervisor. 11 Supervisoru means a forester who is responsible for the activities of an unlicensed 
person providing services under the direction of the forester. 

32 §5502. LICENSE REQUIRED 

Except as provided in section 5503, it is nnlawful for a person to practice forestry or advertise or offer to 
practice forestry without a license issued under this chapter. 

32 §5503. EXEMPTIONS TO LICENSING 

A license is not required for forestry activities conducted by: 

1. Forestry instructional and educational institutions, A forestry insh·uctional and educational 
institution approved by the Commissioner of Education pursuant to the laws of the State or a program of 
education at an institution Iiconsed or approved by tho State to grant a bachelor's or higher degree; 

2. Federal Government employee, Federal Govenunent employees conducting forestry practices 
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within the scope oftheh' employment. 

3. Person registered and proctlcing forestry. A person registered and pmcticing foresh)' under the 
suporvision of a forester as set forth by section 5515, subsection 10, paragraph B; or 

4. Ownel'. An owner managing or otherwise conducting forestry practices on that owner's land. 

32 §5504. PENAL TIES; INJUNCTION 

1. Unlicensed practice. A person who violates section 5502 is subject to the provisions of Title l 0, 
section 8003-C. 

2. Endorsement. It is a Class E crime for a forester or intern forester to endorse any plan, map or report 
other than a forest management and hnrvest plan as defined in Title 36, section 573, subsection 3-A, unless 
that forester or intern forester prepared or was in charge ofthe preparation of the map, plan or rcpmt. 

Subchapter 2: BOARD OF LICENSURE OF FORESTERS HEADING: PL 2001, C. 
261, §4 (NEW) 

32 §5505. BOARD; ORGANIZATION 

1. Estn blishment; pm·pose. The Board of Licensure of Foresters, as estnblishcd within the depa11ment 
pursuant to Title 5, sectionl2004-A, subsection 17, administers the provisions ofthis chapter to protect the 
public by improving the standards relative to the practice of forestry, to protect the public from unqualified 
practitionors and to help ensure the proper managoment of the forest resources of the State. 

2. Members. The board consists of 6 members oppoh1ted by the Governor. Each member must be a 
resident of this State. The bonrd consists of: 

A. One public member as defined in Titlo 5, section 12004-A; and 

B. Five foresters who hold valid licenses. 

3. Terms; removal. Tctms of the members oftlte board are for 3 years. Appointments of members 
must comply with Title l 0, section 8009. Members may be removed by the Governor for cause. 

4. Meetings; chair; qum·um. The board shall meet at lenst once a year to conduct Its business and to 
elect a chair. Additional meetings must be held as necessary to conduct the business of the board and may be 
convened at the call of the chair or a majority of the board members. Four members of the board constitute a 
qumum. 

5. Election of officers. 

32 §5506. RULES 

The board may establish guidelines and rules by which this chapter is administered. Except where 
otherwise indicated, rules adopted pursuant to this chapter are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, 
chapter 375, subchapter II-A. 

1. Education. The hoard may adopt 111les to bo applied in determining whether educational programs 
meet the liccnso qualifications under this chapter. 

2. License qualifications. The board may adopt rules relating to the qualifications of an applicant for a 
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license authorized under this chapter that ensure that an applicant is sufficiently trustworthy and competent to 
practice forestry. 

3. Standards of practice. The board may adopt tules consistent with the standards set forth in this 
chapter goveming the practice offores!ty in order to establish standards of practice that serve the public 
interest. The board may not adopt rules that govern forestry practices. 

4. Other. The board may adopt and enforce other mles that arc necessary for the perfotmance of its 
duties under this chapter. 

32 §5507. FEES 

The Director of the Office of Professional and Occupational Regulation, pursuant to Titlo I 0, section 
8003, subsection2-A, paragraph D, may establish by ntle fees for purposes authorized under this chapter in 
amounts that are reasonable and necessary for their respective purposes, except that the fee for a purpose may 
not exceed $100 arumally. Rules adopted pursuant to this section are l'Outine technical rules as defined in Title 
5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. 

32 §5508. DUTIES AND POWERS 

The board shall administer and enforce this chapter and evaluate the qualifications of applicants for 
licensure. 

32 §5509. GROUNDS FOR DISCIPLINARY ACTION 

(REPEALED) 

32 §5509-A. DENIAL OR REFUSAL TO RENEW LICENSE; DISCIPLINARY 
ACTION 

In addition to the grounds enumerated ht Title I 0, section 8003, subsection 5-A, paragraph A, the board 
may deny a license, refuse to renew a license or impose the disciplinary sanctions authorized by Title I 0, 
section 8003, subsection 5-A for: 

1. Aiding or abetting, Aiding or abetting a person in conduct that constitutes a violation of this chapter; 

2. Lack of tl'tlstwot•thlncss. A lack oftmstworthincss and competence on the part ofthe applicant or 
licensee to conduct forestry pmctices in a matmer that safeguards tho interests of the public; 

3. Suspension or l'evocation of license. Suspension or revocation of a professional or occupational 
license for disciplinary reasons or rejection of an application for reasons related to untrustworthiness within 3 
years prior to the date of application; or 

4. Failure to meet professional qualifications; failure to submit complete application, Failure to 
meet the professional qualifications for licensure as provided in this subchapter or failure to submit a 
complete application within 30 days after being notified of the materials needed to complete the application. 

Subchapter 3: LICENSING QUALIFICATIONS HEADING: PL 2001, C. 261, §4 
(NEW) 
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32 §5510.GENERAL QUALIFICATIONS 

1. Application. The Applicant shall submit an application together with the 'fee as set under section 
5507. 

2. Cl'imlnal history lnfoJ'matlon. 

32 §5511. LICENSE LIMITED TO PERSONS 

A license issued under this subchApter may only be issued to A person, and licensure must be determined 
based on individual and personal qualificAtions. A firm, company, pArtnership, limited liability company or 
corporation mAy not be licensed under this chapter. 

32 §5512. CHANGES 

(REPEALED) 

32 §5513. DENIAL OF LICENSE 

(REPEALED) 

32 §5514. INTERN FORESTER 

1. Scope of practice. Au intern forester license entitles the holder to perform forestry prActices under 
the sponsorship of a forester. 

2. Professional qualifications. Each applicant for an intern forester license shall submit ovidence of an 
associate1s degree or a bachelor's degree from a curriculum in forestry or of grndmttion from a postgraduate 
curriculum in forestry leading to a degree higher than a bachelor's degree in a school or college approved by 
the board pursuant to rules adopted by the boArd. The board may grant a variAnce to An applicant who does 
not hold a degree pursuant to rules adopted by the board. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine 
technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. 

3. Flllng with board. The requirements for licensure as an intem forester are as follows. 

A. The internship may not commence until after the applicant has met the professionAl qualification 
requirements ofsubsection2. 

B. Applicants shall apply to and bo approved by the board for internship prior to begbming their 
internship. 

C. The applicant shall Sllllmit 3 refurenoos-lillF»-Jl""*"'s-demell£1ffiting-lfl8-liJlf'lieun!'s-geed eharaeter te 
weffi-as-<Ul-intOfll-IBro&ter.-Gns-al'#Jo>-roforoneas--must-he-ffem-tlle~nffivi<lllal provide the name ofthe 
person who is proposed to setve as the sponsor. 

4. Continuing cducntion required. As a prerequisite to renewal of an intcm forester license, the 
applicant must complete continuing education as set forth by rules adopted by the board. 

5. Renewal. Licenses expire annually on December 31st or on u date the commissioner determines. Tho 
board shall issue a renewal license, subject to the limitations set forth in subsection 6, upon receipt of the 
written request for renewal, the renewal fee ns set under section 5507 and evidence of satisfactory completion 
of continuing education as set forth in subsection 4. Licenses may be renewed up to 90 days after the date of 
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expiration upon payment of a late fee as set under section 5507 in addition to tho renewal fee. A person who 
subn\its an application for renewal more than 90 days after tho license has expired is required to pay an 
additional late fee as set under section 5507 in addition to the 90·day late fee and renewal fee, 

6, Limited license term, Intern forester licenses may only bo renewed for 5 annual terms, If after the 
5th annual renewal term the intern forester has not qualified for licensure as a forester, the intern forostor may 
reapply to reconunence the internship process, but may not receive any credit towards completion of the new 
internship for work performed during the prior internship, 

7. Endorsement of documents, Plans, maps and repotts issued by the intern forester must be endorsed 
with the intern forester's name and license number during the life of the intern forester's license, By endorsing 
a document, the intern forester is representing that the document has been reviewed by the sponsor. 

32 §5515. FORESTER 

I. Scope of practice, A forester license entitles the holder to engage in the practice of forestry. 

2, Professional qualification, The applicant must demonstrate compliance with the professional 
qualifications as set forth in section 5514, subsection 2. 

3. Intemshlp, An applicant for a forester license shall complete an intemship as follows. 

A, An applicant with an associate's dogrce or no degree shall demonstrate 48 months of forestry 
experience as an intern forester satisfuetel')'l<>4e-beaf<l pmsuant to rules adopted by the board. An 
applicant with an associate's degree may earn up to 12 months of forestry expel'icncc prior to the 
issuance ofgn intem fOrester license provided the forestry e~et'ience is obtained after the first year of 
the degree progmm: prior to gmduation and complies with subsection I 0 (B.) Applicants must complete 
the 48 months within 6 calendar years prior to appllcation.Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection arc 
routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chaplet' 375, subchapter 2-A, 

B. An applicnnt with a bachelor's degree or higher shall demonstrate 24 months of forestry experience 
board as an intern forester 8atJsfaetef)Lffi-llte-beaf<l pursuant to rules adopted by tho board, An applicant 
with a bachelor's degree or higher may earn up to 12 months of forestry experience prior to the issuahce 
of an intent forester license provided the forestry experience is obtained afte1· tl1e junior year of the 
degree prowam; prior to gmduation and complies with subsection 10 (B,) Applicants must complete the 
24 months within6 calendar years prior to application, Rules Adopted pursunnt to this subsection are 
routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A, 

4. Recommendation, The applicant shall submit-referenll6S-ifam+fu,.,ters-famlliai'-WltR-<Ito
ap~l-ieft-Ht!s-feF6SWy--f>metioo.-At--least-ene-ef4e fi._l'eferenccs must-be from the sponsor, unless the sponsor is 
unavailable as a reference through no fault of the applicant. An applicnnt exempted under subsection 5 shall 
submit ]Lreferences from 1--__I!_ forestry professionals fnmillar with the applicant's foreshy practice. 

5, Exemption to Internship; professional practice In another jul'lsdictlon. Notwithstanding 
subsection 3, the board mny waive the intemship requirement, as set forth in subsection 3, for an applicant 
who has at least 24 months of lawful prior professional furestry practice in another jurisdiction within the 
6-year period prior to npplicAtion pursuant to mles adopted by the board, Rules ndopted pursuant to this 
subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A., as-leng-oo-IIH>· 
pmoliee-is-<t<ltefHiilted-by-the-beal'<!-la-bo-sueslatttially-equlvalenl4<>-#l&-SlleoossfukelllJllolieiHlt'ffiresWy
internship uudeHueseetien+. 

5-A. Excmntion to inte~·nshlm professional practice as n federal cm!lloyee. Notwithstanding 
subsection 3, the board mav waive the internship requirement. as set forth in subsection 3. for an aPPiicnnt 
who has at least 24 months of prior professional forestry practice as an employee of the United Stntes 
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Department of Agriculture within the 6~yeHr period prior to application satisFactory to the board pursuant to 
rules adopted by the board. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection nre routine technical rules ns defmed 

,in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. 

6. Examination. Each applicant for n forester license shall submit an application and examination fee 
as set under section 5507 and successfully pass an examination approved by the board designed to test an 
individual's knowledge to engage in the practice of forestry. Ajlplieants ffillSI mee~atker EtUali!1eatiaR1l-faf
lieeru;u1'6-j>l'lar-te-tflking-llte-e><a~~lina~an. An applicant with a degree in fores~y fi·om a school or co lie£ 
l!.Jmroved by the board pursuant to rules adopted by the board mny take the examination prior to meeting all of 
the gunlifications for licensure. An applicant without such a degree in forestry must meet all other 
quHiifications for licensure P-l'ior to taking the examinution. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are 
routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. 

7. Continuing cducationr·cqulred. As a prerequisite to renewnl of a forester license, applicants must 
complete continuing education as set forth by rules adopted by the board. 

8. Renewal, Licenses expire annunlly on December 31st 01' on a date the conunissioner determines. The 
board shall issue a renewal license upon receipt of tho written request for renewal, the renewal fee as set 
under section 5507 and evidence of satisfactory completion of continuing education as set forth in subsection 
7. Licenses may be renewed up to 90 days after expiration upon payment of a late fee as set under section 
5507 In addition to the renewal fee. A person who submits an application for renewal more than 90 days after 
the license expiration date is subject to all requirements governing new applicants under this chapter, except 
that the board may, in its discretion and giving due consideration to tho protection of tho public, waive 
examination and internship If the renewal application is within 2 years from tho date of expiration for those 
applicants who demonstrate compliance with subsection 7 and upon payment of an additional late fee ns set 
under section 5507 in addition to the 90-day late fee and renewal fee. 

9. Endorsement of documcn ts. Plans, maps and repm1s issued by the forester must be endorsed with 
the forester1s name and license number during the life oftho forester•s license. 

10. Sponsm·; supervisor. A forester: 

A. May act as a sponsor for an intern forester pursuant to the requirements of section 5514 and rules 
adopted by the board; and 

B. Must register with the board to supervise the activities of an unlicensed person pursmmt to rule.c; 
adopted by tho board. 

Rules adopted pursuant to this paragraph are routine teclmical rules as defmed in Title 5, chapter 375, 
subchapter 2-A. 

32 §5516. NONRESIDENTS; APPLICANTS LICENSED IN ANOTHER 
JURISDICTION 

-1.-Reei~VG<'IIHlgveements.--'I'He-board Ill")' enter into reoi~r-eeaH!greements-with-otheJ';jul'lsdislians-llta~ 
have su~stantially e~ulvalent-lloonsure laws-ruul-aoeaF<I-ffilbstantlally-e<juft!-rooipraea~•igbt&ta-resi~e»t&
lic-er>Se<l;in-gealklaRding in this-State, 

2. Ap~llcants licensed in nnother jurisdiction. An applicant who is license~ under the lows of another 
jurisdiction is governed by this subsection. 

6 I 

A.-An-np)'lic-ant-wha~s-lioonsea un~er the laws-al'a-jurisdislian-that-has-a-feaipraeol agreement willr lh&
baar<l-may obtain a lioense "pan-tho-terms-an<l-ooafiitians-as-ab'Rle<i-tr!"'n-tili'Ough-tlr&-reaiprooal
ag'oo"""'t.-

B. An applicant who is licensed in good standing under the laws of a jurisdiction llrllt-lms-net-entered inta 
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!1-fWiprooal agreemoot-witlt-the-1>eafd may qualify for licensure by submitting evidence satisfactory to the 
board thaHI!e-ajljllieant.has met all ef.tho-<jHallfieations fut·lioeaslll'<H*jni'lalent Ia tltese-set-fuflh-lty-thi&
Silaehapter-far tltat level-el'-lieeuS!lre pursuant to rules adopted by the board, including, but not limited to, 
passing the examination as required by section 5515, subsection 6. Rules adoRted pursuant to this subsection 
are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chaplet• 375, subchapter2-A. 

G.AII-Ronrooid~Hle-ap~lioaals shall-Silllmil-wi~l-tlte-ajljllieatietl-3n-1FJ'6Veeaale-oonsellt thaket·vioe-aJ'j>meess-on 
the-ajljllioall!-fel'-<lll-llGlien-Hled-iu a oourt af.tnis-llla!0-al'isiag-oulcef.tlto-a~pli£aa!'s-aoti¥iti8S-ils-a-ferestot· in this 8tate
UU\j'-lle-m<~~e by ~elive<y-<>f-th"i""sess-le-the-~F-&f-the-GJ'H<;<K>fl't'<lfessiettal-aHG-Qoe-HJ*lliellal-Rugula~onif,-itt 
th~o-ef-due-di!igenoo, a Jliaintilfoaa net-<>ffust pOl'Wnal sorviso apOII-the-appliealle.-

Transition provisions. 

All existing rules and procedures In effect. In operation or adopted bv the Board of Licensure of Foresters or mw of 

Its administrative units or officers are hereby declared In effect and continue Ia effect until rescinded, revised or 
amended by the proper authority. 

Intern forester licenses Issued prior to the effective date of this provision are required to meet the qualifications 
for a forester license In effect at the time of the Issuance of the Intern forester license. 

Effective June 1, 2014 
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