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Thursday, December 12, 1S40,

PARKER B, STINSON testified as follows:
{By My. Donald W. Webber)
Q. Will you state your full name?
A, Parker B, Stinson.
Q. <ou reside in Augusta?
A, Yes,
Q. And your position wita the State?
A, Division Director, Bureau of Vital Statistics,
Q. How long have you held trat podtion?
A, DNearly tarce years,
Q. Is that an appointment by the nead of the Department
of Health & Welfare?
A, The Ccuncil,
@e. Thne Governor and Council?
A, T think so,
Qe I think with tnet preliminary ir. Tompkins has

some guegtions to ask,

(By Cnairman Tompkine)

-

&, Wnhat has been your previous tralning for thisg

rosition?
A, Ceollegiate, and tnat sort of thing? Bates College,
Columbia University Extension, and Massachuseits

-

Institute of Technology. For this tralning, sassacnusetts

4

Institute of Tedhnology,

4. The great difficulty seems to be among some of the
town clerkes 1in keeping up To date booke, to enter and record

ct

he different certificates requlred. What nhave you got %o



av}

to say sbout that, Mr. Stlnson?

A, The practice is quite slmple., These new ones

ners, fromeg A, B, and C, they are the doctorfs certificate
of birth, death and stillibirth, These are now standard
in almost every state 1n the Uulted States., They will

be eventually, and probably there will be no more cuanges.

They have been cnanged to egult anybody's wiin,

‘:5

These go to The Town Clerk, who enters Them 1n his

t:n

book and coples and sendg tien to us, €0 that we do
not have the original., That ig a polnt To talk about
later, In turn we copy them and send them to the
censue bureau, for whichh we are pald three cents a
CODRY .

You want to dlscuss tne involved tning here, and I
agree witn you heartily, It iec hard to get a thousand
doctors and five hundred town clerks and nalf as many
undertekers to perform unifornly, Fpr instance, you
notice on the birth cord tnere 1g an 1tem of detail
of "Children born to tuls mother' "Hpw many other

children of this nmother ere now living?! "How many

other calldren born alive and now dead?! WHow many
children born desad?! Idzmxnaryx®E 1t ie slmple enough,

but you have to write many times to get 1%,

o

&, Does our statute require that?

A, No,
& Who Teculireg 11T°

&, Tne Rezistrar of Vital Statistlcs prescribes the form

whichh the return snsll be made.

b
i}

Q. Yeg; ut he Coesn't prescribe more than the statute

regulres?



A

A, Yeeg; in this case,
Qo Wny?
A, Becausge it is a standard form thougat up by the

best minds they cculd find amongst the seversgl legiglatures

Q. Tnat is Tthe only excuse?

A, Well, the best we have,
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Q. TWnat usefﬁl rurpose does
A, Statistical stulies in child health,

Q. It really comes Irom the Weshington office, this
request?

A, There 1=z an ascoclation of reglstrarys, regicnal

r discu

0

[5p}

thece Things and recommend.

ces 1t serve To reguire

()}

&. Byt what useful purpo
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so much dete in regard to birtan, garticularly about

A, The Child Welfare Bureaus and thet sort of thing

@. OFf whom do they request 1%7

A Of tne censue buread,

&, Well then, these Child VWelfare workers are dlictating
what sort of certificates you draw up taen?

. MNo; they do not dictate. The reglstrars are agreed

0
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dglature nesn't sald so?
A Thne Legielature, no. This ig prescribed not by the

Legiglature but by the Regist
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(By Cpalrman Tompking)

Q. All right, may sometimes means will,

But I haven't yet found out whalt useful purpose
this information relative to number of children alive,
dead and so fortn, that have been born to these particuler
parents cgerves, except that thls is the standard foonm
prescribed by the begt minds 1n The country.

A, Well, we will say it is used for tne basis of

child heslth. I¢ Tiie womean has had seven children

and six of them are dead, if you accumulate tinose 1t can
be the basis of a study. That is the rest I can do for
you,

2s Well, do thege welfare workers meke a study of every
return tnaet comesg into tThe Bureau of Vital Statisticse?
A, You heve gotT & man over there in the cornsr, Dp,
Kobes, who does nothing but that. At thae bottom tThere
is a supplement: "Complications of pregnancy and labor,”
@, He is e Federal emrployee?

A, gState employee, Maternity and Child Health., Every
malformation I get there I zive to him instantly,

Qs Wnat coes he docwith 137

A&, He chases 1t out,

&, In what way?

A, He does the medical care of them, malformetions and
club feet and that sort of thing.

Qs I am trying to find out wihat useful purpoce it does

A&, I+4 does serve & useful purpose,
Q There 1s so much ¢f this information that is gatiaered
that Jjust goes into the wastebasket it seems to b e &

waste of effort.
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(By Cpairman Tompking)
A It igs & deuce of a nulsance., I write elght or ten letters

a day to get those things that are left out,

§, On whonm &o you put tne burden of supplying that
information %that is left out?

A. The doctor,

@. He is not vequired by law to give 1t?

A, Well, Dr. Mltchell vrescribes tne form,

G, He is not a lawyer., He is a good doctor,

A. That 1s good, That suits me fine, Why sanould &
lawyer know about That sort of thing,

Q. Well, you see you are governed somewhat by what th
Legislature says,

LA, Well, the Legiclature says ne prescribes,

&, He prescribes the form, and under that broad
autnority you essume then you neve the right to ask
any cuestlons you deem pertinent to tne blirth?

Ao Yesg,

Q. (By iiyr. Webcer) Doesn't that smount to prescribing
substance rather tnan form?

A, Let me see 17 I follow you,

Q. Well, the Legislature nas prescribed the substance
of the informatlicon, then the registrar may prescribe
the form in which thet substance shgll appear; but when
you add new material you are then prescribing substance
as well s the form in which that must be ancswered,
Aren'y you then getting vpeyond legislative power?

A, Splitting the number of children porn three ways --
i1s that additional or merely repcriing in another way.
CHATIRMAN TOQMPKINS: It has not anything to do with the

birth of one particular child that I can see,

A. No.



(By Cpairman Tomgpkins)
Qe And that is the thing that the law ailms atb,
A, It is no part of a legal birth record, I grant you

thet, but 1f it is useful for child study that is another

‘_!t

matter; but it 1s very nearly universal.
Q, I have found more complaints from the town clerks

o

about the necessity of changing thelr record books, That
has tc he done &t their own exXpense; the town apparently
does not pay for 1it,

A, I hear that too.

€. And whenever az chnenge 1s made in the record forms

you prescribe, 1T necessitates a change in tneir record
book and causes more or less confusion,

A, Wnenever thney nave agked my opinion, I nave said:

"I do not see any point in throwing awdy your current book. '
Q. Tney don't throw it away.

A, Tne facts of tie birtn don't cnange any by reason

of thnese forms, Thney remain tne same: Where, when, to whom?
Ge Well, others tnan the doctor night make the return

of birtn?

<

A, “es.

€., It very coften heppens it is a laywman whe is in

attendance, a midwlfe rather tanan a me@ical doctor, and

‘“u

n the country places partlcularly thsat might cause more
or less confusion in making cut these reports. Do you

Tind any difficulty aleongz tnat line?

&

They do ebout as well as tine doctor, Jjust about.
Qe Ypou also have 2 lew nere relative To pre-natal examination

of expectant mothners, What ¢can you tell us about that?
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A, Tpat is a2 brand new one, Dr. Mitcpell put tnat in.
Thet is tine law of the land,

Q. I was asking now 1s that operated?

A, I cannot quote you Tlhie law, but it 1s in effect

)

thaet the doetor sinell ask to have a2 blocd sample for a

Wasserman, but 1t is not compulscry., If the woman

Q. Wnhat 1s the gignificance of tne supvlementary data
on your sample certificate of live birtnh?

A, That 1ls exactly what I had in mind when I spoke

O
=

Dr. Kobes. Wwnenever a birtia lnjury or malformation
svpears on these forms, I make a copy and send to

Dr. Kobeg for his follow-up, and I unear he does good
work on 1t, but that is out of my experience,

. DBut this prenatal examinatlon has been made for
some Time, nasn'{ 1T?

A, I don't know the date of the law, but it is not
very old,

Q. And what record ie kept of that?

A, It is beyond me, gir, Tnat I presume is in the
cloged file of Dr, lorrill, in the laboratory, to which
nobody has access.

Q. Well, ien't The supplementary data you have on this
certificate really a follow-up of the prenatal examinatlon?
A, Ng; that prenatel thing is umerely to safeguard
against syphlills being transmitted to the child and a
wide variety of things, of course.

Qe That would include the cocial diseaces tnat might
appear in the parent?

A, It could, I presume, labor complicetions, but not

necegsarily,



(By Cpairmen Tompkins) 8
Q. What I was getting at is making a public record
of that.

&, That never appesars on any blrin record of course,
That sort of thing never appears on any birta record

given out, That is in the files,

Q. In whose files?

A, lMine,

Q. How does iT get there?

A, By the town clerk, The clerk coples tiat card, and

that information 1lg always on tne back,
&, And what becomes of the original?

&, That stays in tne oifice of the clerk at the place of

&, IT then becomres & public record?

A, Yes,

Qo Well, don't you thhnk it would be well, if you
wanted te gatner tihle information, to have that on a
return geparate and gpart from tne certificater?

A, But there is no indication of what naprened,

Q. I mean on the original thet the doctor fills out,
nave that sectlion that refers to these diseases, tae
informaticn sent direct?

&, Tnere is no information on tnere except that the
thing wga done, I+t doesn't say taere was a Iour plus
Wasserman or anything like that, but that the thing
was done in accordance witn the law., You can't
discover from Tthis whether a woman had syphilis or débdn't.

e Wnat I am getting at is this: This original

Q

ertificate stays on file in the clerkls office

‘Ju

n the

town of the child'e birth. That includecs whatéver answers
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the physician makes on that supplementary date, and
when 1% is placed on file it then becomes a public
record, althouzn the statute says 1t shail not be, Is
that right?

A, Wnat statute?

G. In regard to thisWasserman Ttest or in regard tc tals
prenatal examinaticn,

A4, The result of that Wasserman is never on tanere, It
is merely tne fact it was done, that is all, No matter

what the result was 1t would never appear on any

&, But this original certificate thet is filed Ttecomes
2 yrublic recordc and 1T might contain tnat information,

A, I cannct conceive how it would do tnat., I never knew

%, Well, my point is tThis: Way not make out two returns,
one that complies wlth the law of the Stabte and the
other for the additional Information that The census
bursau and yvour Health Department requires?

A, A1l right, We have too much trouble in getting that,
@, You have had more or less trouble with ftown clerks
on this very same thing, There hag beesn & lot of

fault found,

A, ! have hegrd rumblings, but I go to thelr regional
mestinges, They don's see the point, and I don's wonder,
i sometimes have trouble myself

SENATOR LAUGHLIN: Do you nave any trouble in getting
informetion in additicn to what the statutes of the

S8tates reguire?
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A, I don'+ know, I don't get the information. The
clerk does that., Once in a long waile on a death record
the widow will object to telling wnet her age 1s. Tnat
a funny thing. That 1s the only reaction I have had,

g

By Senator Lsugniin)

Q. They might lie about i1t, as the men do,
A

s fete

-3

. Thet is right. We have 2 good many lies in our files and
I can prove some of Them,
G. Tnere is more in that blank then there is in this,
(Indicating blank)

A, It is word for word, That hag been revised just tie

Q. I am talking zbout birth, this stuff which the ctatute
does not recguire.

A, Tne statutes require a minimum, but the form of
reporting shall be devised by the Reglstrar of Vital
Statistics,

Q. Tne statute gives you Thne right to meke all tThese
edditional incuiries,

A, The law gFlows the registrar %o do that,

Q. And the law gllows the registrar to make these
additional inquiriss, Of ccurse thls is not necessary,
how many children they have had,

A, Thet 14 debatable, lsn't 187

Q. Npthing debatable about in registering the birth

of one child vou should know about &ll the other children.
£ How about saving the others that need not have died?
The idea is to save the others thst need not have died

the way these others died,

Qs That has notiulng to do with birth. They nave died after

birth,
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A, Nothing to 3o with thils caild but with other

children., A bagis of study of child health,
(By senator Laughlin)
G. Nthing to do with registration of birth?

3;

o Nobt of itself,

&, I was Just asking 1f you have wmuch objection to telling
a1l tThis other information?

A, No; it is entirely impersonal as far as I can see,

(By Chairman Tompking)

&
®

st
]

Will you point out the sectlon of the statute autaorizing
the prenatal examination?

A, I don's know where it is, It is nct in that book.

I never saw it, 280, 1939 laws -- thils is a brand new
edition, I &8o not know about thst. Dr. Mitchell

started 17,

Q. He was not a member of the Legislature at that time?

A, No; he never was, He was assictant director,

&, You say that prenatal examinatlion requires the
physician to make a return directly to the State officials?
A, It is just did he or didn'+t he,

., I am not think

“J

ng about that, I am thinking about
this: In your standard certificate of birth you have
on the bottom of it "Supprlemental data below not a

part of the legal certificate®, If it is not a part of
the legal certificate, then why attach 1t to ths le
certificate, why not have 1t a separate ceritificate for
your own information and not bother the town clerk with 1t7?

A, Hpw would I get Lt7?

Q, Have it filed with the town clerk to forward to the
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department. Pyt the burden on the attending chyslelan,

i

. Is it possible wltir five nundred doctors?

(By Chairman Tompkins)

& o Doctors have to have certificates to practice in this
State and they nave certain dutles te perfore,

4, Of course probably one in elght or ten have nc
entry therg, because there was no malformation or birta
injuries,

&. They could file that separately witin the clerk and
the clerk forward 11t7

A, T have & hard time getting one record; I don's: know
how I would do with two. I see your point. That is a

public record in the town clerk!

63}

office, Now then, this
law prescribes tnat we have the original,

Q. It says it snall not be & public record: #3uch
report shall be kept in & special filel,

A, That is the syphilis., I mean the o¥rth record

as & whole in our file, there 1s no law about it, The
town record is a rublic record, but ours over tuaere I
don't know whether they are or not,

@, I am not worrbed about that. What I am trying to do
1s relieve these town clerks of some of the detail they
have to go to, and I do not think they are very pleasged
about it, I think 1t is an unnececssary duty for tanem to
handle,

A, This could be remidied awfully easily by the State
having the criginal, and that is desirable, You can
imagine what five humired town clerks of varying degrees

of intediligence can do to a record when thney copy 1t, particularly



13
the doctor!cs certificate of death. The wilerd things
I hass had to decipher, It 1s amezing wnat they will
leave out, We shnould have the original records, because
I can usmally meke them out. That would elimim te
that objection. They cculd copy thnelr part and forget
the supplementary part. That is a desirable taing, no
guestion sbout it, We should have tne originals. Taey
are very perishable in the country, these originals,
and a great many of then are burned and lcst,

(Off record) (W1itness excused)
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tes in the above

M gt
;7 ( Reparter,

The foregoing 1
of my shorthsnd n
matter,






