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State House, Aususta, October 7, 1942,

Testimony of Mp. Harvey Pease and lMr, Royden Broun.

MR, WEBBIR: May I introduce the witness, Hr. Harvey Pease,
Clerk of the House,

Harvey, have you had an opportunity to make up any
sort of a list of whalt you have gol on hand of legislative
property?

MR. PEABE: My offlce was broken up abt the end of the
gesslon, and the filles are stored away 1in such a way that

it ie lmposgsible, without having them moved all ocut, Lo take
a detalled inventory., 1 have been over the proposition in
there, and what 1s 1in sight 1 have inventoried, and the
rest of 1t 1s estimated, thatlt which is 1in the cases, locked

up. Do you wish me to read this into the recordy

I think so.

MR, PEABE: I have 3 Qardex cablndts and table; 1 have
14 sectional files and storage cases and 1 sectional
bookease section. I nave one letter-size four-draver
letter file, borrowsed from the W.P.A. or some abandoned
federal organlization stock., 1 have one wazdrobe cabinet,
one large supply storage cabinet, one legal transfer
secblon, three desk-high steel ecabinets, five pedestal
typewriter desks; one small-sige flat-top desk; three
amall typists desks, prison made; one short-legged oak
table; two small typewriter tabbks; three costumers;
three oak leather arwm desk chalrs; one mahogang leather

arm desgk chalir, four oak gwivel chalrs with no arms, two
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typlsts chalrs; one oak banker®s side chalr; 3 Line-a-times,
2 Flash-0-0all statlons; 2 four by six transfer f[lles,
and the rug. I have two typevwritersg that were new in
1941 and one reconditioned typewriter. That equipment 1is
all contained In the office here, I might add that office
is supposed to contain at this tine four typists chalrs
ingtead of two.

HR, WEBBER: You mean by that you think two of the typlists
chairs have been borrowed?

MR, PEASE: This ig what I think, Don: I think the two
typiste chairs, 1 have no doubt, are out in the other
office where they needed thsem when they moved in, At

the end of the 1941 lLegiglature the cigarette tax dlvision
took over my offiece and eguipment both, and then later

the Superintendent of Bulldings moved the furnlture into
the gmall office. The chairs are all tagged, and I

have no doubt they are either in that offiee or the other
one and have been borrowed.

Now of larger office supnlles, I have one zlpper
binder with two-inech reams and one zipper binder with
one=-inch reams, The larger is in current use in connection
with the House daily Jjournal. I have probably here and
at home 6 ream binders, imitation leather, thatz contain
data and records of the gegsilon., 1 have two or three
vencll gharpeners, three numbering machines, two or three

staplerg, hand punch fastendger, a fountain pen desk set,



three or Tour wastebaskels, I have two binders that
for

ars uged/temporarily keeping permanent journal sheets;

a tape dispenser; a large paper cubter, a Hamrner punch,

two unabridged dictionaries, a copy ol the Holy Bible

w e

clipboards, 2nd gix or elght cheap zipper briefl cases
uged for sending bills to and from the printer. I
have copies of the 1931-3~5-T7-9-41 gession lassg and

& copy of the '40-41 Maline Register,

In addltion to that I have a considerable supply

o

of smaller ltems: pencils, erasers, penholders, typewriter
ribbong, carbon, that are in the cabinets that T haven't
invantoried hecause I have not asked the Supsrintendent

of Bulildings Lo move the cablnots out and tszke » Jatalled
inventory. In addition to that, I heve at my home, shipped
there to be used in connegtion with completing the

Journal and my legislative work and also the legislative
index, a typevwriter, a small table, like the stenographer's
table here, and 1 have a two-draver three by filve card
file. 1 have one degk lawp and some of the binders that

I previcusly mentioned. I belleve thal I also have

a gtapling machine, Those are in VWiscasset.

MR. WEBBER: Are those things all or oractically all

in such condition that they are available Tor continued

MR, PEABE: They are. 1 am sorry I made one omiesion:

there is also a desk-high gabinet that these things are

“”\J
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stored in there, together with some legislative [ilesg
that will coms bagk to bthe next session of tne legislature,

paal .

items here thal were supplied

to me by the Department of Audlt at my reguest, There

3

geens Lo have been, 1T you study purchages au past

saassloneg,

pec

& greatbt many Tountaln pens and fountaln pen and pencil

sets purchased by ithe lLegislature under ordser of you and

Mr. Brown, and a good many brisfcases and ¥ing follios,

most or all of which seem Lo have besn quite expensive

type of items. How can you comrent on those, Hr., Pease?

MR. PREASE: Well, 1t has been the custom always to purchase

an expensive founbtain pen and desk set and also a pocket
set for the Speaker of the Houge. That has been Just a customy

And at times there nas been such a set purchased for the
Glerk of the House. I have supplied during the past few
seasslong of the Legislature each member of my stail with

a very good fountaln pen. When they have bsen holdovers
they have not been supplied in succegslive years, It is

for use 1in comnectlion with thelr oifice work.

50 far as the briel cases are concsrned, outside of
the purchase of, I think it was a dozen briefl cases at
less than a dollar aplece, I purchased no brief cases
that I recall. I have purchaged two zinper binders with
handles  One of those I used for some years as Clerk
of the House for my Journal, and I found it was too small,

and bhen I think last year I requisitioned through the
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State Printer a larger ring binder, and both of those
binders I still have in my possession and have listed.
MR. WEBBER: I notlee here among other items one ring
folio, lettered, ordered by Mr. Brown; one ring follo,
lettered, ordered by you, from Roberts Office Supply, at
#15.29 apiece, What are those Ffor?
ME. PEASE: 1 think both of those are for carryling our
journals into the Housge, keeping them together and so
forth, and they are used year after year: I have also
purchased during the lagt two or three sesgsions each
segslon a ring binder, zlpper ring binder, for the use
of the Speaker of the House in keeping his advance journal,
and also a much cheaper grade one for the use of the
floor leader.
ME, PAYS508: Which I have,
MR, PERADBE:  And which of course,under the custom at least,

went to those gentlemen,

MR, WEBLER: VWe want to establish what the custom has
been, not varticularly with the idea of critiecizing what
has gone on in the past bult in estimating to what extent
it might be advisable to recommend altering the custom
in the future.

MR, PEABE: I think that idea 1s very commendable, If

1 might make one gtatement here. I have al times saild
that if I had sny consclence or if I was inclined to be
worried 1 would not sleep nighte because of the things

that I felt 1 had to do around here that there was no
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real legal authority for. For instance, in setbing
up the Legislature gomeone has to sign & reqguisition for
supplies. Now i1t is only by custom that the Clerk of

the House or the Seerestary of the Senate signs that

e

requisition. It quite necessary thet you have eertain
supplies at the beginning of the session. If those supplies
were not here, we would all hear about 1t, and rightly so.

I have been resasonably carefuvl, tried to be, in signing
these requisitions. I have stated many times that 1

felt there should be some continuing organizabion of the
Legielature that had the resvpongibility and auibo ig i)

do those things, and I have also stated thet I Telt it
should be separabe and dlstinet from the executive
departmentg; thet the Legisglature shovld operate completely

in and of itsell, askling asplstance from the devartmenis,

w

rether than give authority to the departments to do things
for the Legislature.

At least 8ix weeks ago the puréhasing agent lmportuned
me as Lo whab 1. dWas zoing to do as to getting desks and
esquivment for the next Leglslature, and I told bim we
had got to have so many desks, becgause they were given
aviay: The Bopeaker and Presgident of the Senate and the
Houge of Bepresentatlves voted away the desk of the
Clerk to the Assistant Clerk, Those have got Lo be
regplaced, and 1 think they have been already ordered.
GHA;R&A% DOV That was by order?

MR . PEASE: By order of the Legislature., I have in my
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office two desks and two ehairs that have been given

et

ne by order of the Leglislature.

¢

ag

RUAN DOW: I don't think anyone questions thet.

“‘i

181

E

ME. PEASE: #ow if 1 may continue: The matter of other
suppliee Tor the Legiglature, Miss Towle, who has the
responsibility of departmental supplies, always worrles
a good deal about this, As I say, I alvways sign a
requigition for what appears to bé absolutely necesgssary,
and she hes gilven me a list this morning spproximztely
of what she gupplied to the last Legislature. 1 do not
know whether Don haglhat or not or whether you want
anything on that at this Lime, but she would 1like to know
and the purchasing agent would 1like to know whether they
should go shead and get Pease to sign a requisition for
necegsary things for the Qlst. Legislature, or what

they should céo about it. I ftold her I would bring the
list up here this worning and talk it over with you

people and perhapg could give her some idea what to do.

e

In all probability il nothing is done the supplies will

‘be purchased becauge they have got to be.

On this 1ist here there is an item of 5 gross of
playing cards. ¥Now prior to any session of the Legislature
I never authorized the gurchase of playing cards., I
would not buy them this year. We came here and started
cut, and the boys began to shout for playing cards, and,
by direction of the Speaker,; I had purchased, I think it

vag one prosg of playing eards.



MR, WEBBER:

gards at $%70,56%

a

FR, PEASE: Yes; thalt is

of five grosg. Bul those were bought
the Spesker and after conference with

and they were lssued one at a time

Sengeant
were lggued Lo
this,

There are also & good

ourchaged in advance of the Le
gard tables

cartons for snipping

ztring

bindersg, wastebasksls.

How risht on that,

of the wmeuwbers ol the Legislature

sy Wasbtebaskels and ash trays and
2lge they take hom, thal also has

It
force of common law, 1
but it has always been
that the
the Leg
toelr work

after the gssgsion,

when 1

Wouldn't 1t have been two

againgt use

-at-Armg had quite a compnlets record of

gislature,

for the retliring rooms, blue committee

Hr. Fease,

nas been a matter of

am not Lryin

unae

and have on thelr degks

8

gross of nlaying

in former sessions

under direction of

legi

glative leaders,
, and I think the

wno they

that he probably has torn up long before

many ltems that have to bhe

like cuspidors,

binders,

home wastebaskets, gavels, Dblack

t}fl{“‘ ma ‘tg“hél’r‘

taking home such things

spittoons, and vwnatever

been simply matbter

custon almost with the

.o be Tacetlicus
LTk

rpthood, and I thi

spall items that the members

rislature uge in conneclbion with

., bo take those home

It ia somewhat different than it

1927 -

obably none of you

ot
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were coming then, when the Seeretary of Btate used to
maintain a vaull with Jackknives and diaxies and fountaln
pensg and sclegsors that he used to hand out to the members
of vhe Legiglature., UOradually ve have cut down, and 1
think the expensge of the Legielature has been cul dowr
substantially since 1827.
(OFf record discussion)

ME, WESBER: You might note that Judge Royden Brovwn ia also

i
iy

‘esent, and we can have discussion Trom both of these

gentlemen as 10 goes aloag,.

Hay I at this point say this on Lhs

tter of cuspidors: nelther the Glerk of the House o
the Secketary of the Senste had any control over those,
but with wonderful sagscity the Superintendent of Puildings
has ssen to it at the last of the sesslon very fevw were
dlistributed, because berore at every session of the
Lepislature when the Legislature went out the cuspidors

went out with thsm:; 80 he st puts a8 few out now, and

»—-h

the result 1s he has made a very substantial saving,

o

Did you remark, concerning legislative expenditures,
1t would be well to refer to the thrift of dolng away

with the House Journal and Senate Journal by meking

thres coples, saving the State quite a number of thousgands

ol dollarert
2B, PRASE: OFf course thal vas dons bhefore 1 cams in,.

Ag you 21l kunow, prlor to sbout '2%, abl the end of the
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legisletive segslon the Clerk of the House and the

Seeretary ol the Benate gent to the printer his Journal

Shate, and ¥r. Brown and the then Glerk, Mr. Ghapmen

I think, conceived the ldesz of wmaking turee conles of

the Jjournal, an orviginal and two carbons, and having bthose

bound, one for the Hecretary

_,4
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the Library, and the obthsr For offlece use, and thereby the

to the State was very substantial. Then of course,

enbirely

navi

good deal 1n whait your Chalrmen
old daye,"

wes that Journal? Vould that be

MR, PEASE: The corrected advange journel would be

only legal record of the branches,

dhe o

record you had the records ol sach body, and it deemed

a duplication, and we aaved thougands of deollars by

»

inauguratl stenographic

record you and Senate

Journal anyway.
MR, WEBBER: 1Ir ve got away iln part from the souvenler

4

customs, Tountain nens,

e type and ouallty
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that have hesn purchaged, and such things as pensil
sharpeners, staplers, good auality brief casses, and

ring folios, HEmmer nungheg, and that type of supoly

4

LT thsy were

o

vwould be reagonably

siglative oronsvby, might be contlinued from

C.a-
-
&
fog
&
£
g %
641
?..J
©
%
b

sion Lo segsslon, alb least for a reasonable periodf

PEASE: You are eutirely correct. Of courge the Glerk
ol the House has more oosportunity to preserve thal stuffl
than dees the Secretary of the Senate. I have more

spaces, and I beve ascunulated and besn able Lo ksep, on
acasount of the faect I heve more space, storage cabinete,

and I have keplt over from sesslon to segslon sowe sunpllies,

How that was absolutely contrary to the theory {ilteen

years ago, Ip 1927, 4Yhen I cams bhers, the only thing

the Housge had to start with wge & couple of covers that

were used for the Advance Journal: bhere was nothing elss.

FR, WEBEPEK: Roeyden, I bave been abtempling to comslle

House, and I have what ¥r. Thompson knows of or has
rol oi', and Harvey has suppllied us witn 2 Tairly long
1ist thie worning ol what he has on hand., Wow can you

give ug an ldea ol what you have on hand, sither here

I have

alwvays been hopeledasly handicapped in bthe matter of not
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having any space to keep any of the legislative property
in. While we pass an order at the end of the session
that the Secretary of the Senate's office shall be under
his control, as a matter of faet we hardly get away
before it 1a occupied by somebody else, consequently
anything that ls left there disappears between sesslons,
Now, further than that, I went out into the tollet and
we had dome cupboards fixed there with locks on them.,
Zvery time when we have come back somebody has either
forced those locks, but, generally hewever, the stuff has
been there that we have left there., Now I can tell you
vhat I have, if you would like to have it.

I have a typewriter; I have a typewrlter table;
I have a blg stapler -- those are at Skovwhegan -- 1 have
a large paper cutter, I have a copyholder, one of those
attachments that go onto a typewriter for holding
manugeriot; and here there should be a consgiderable
amount of supplles, like some pencils, some bhands, some
paper, copying paper and jJournal paper, binder paper,
gtaplers, ink, carbon paper, typewriter ribbons’ and
some other small supplies.
MR. WEHBER: Do your heavy equipment purchases run about
the same ap those of Mr. Pease?
MR. BROWN: I think they do.
MR . Wgﬁﬁ$ﬁg S0 you would say your stuff has disappeared:

that 1lg¢ apparently you have no such long list ol heavy
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items on hand ag ¥Mr. Pease hasg here?

MR, BHOWH: You now refer to the furniturs?

MR, BROVM: Well, in regard to the furniture, I have come
back here several sessions and I have gone all over the
building. In the President's office there 18 a revolving
nookgase., Apparently sgeveral of the department bheads have
found it quite convenient. Well, I have located that
several times and got that back. Then we have in there
a small mashogany typevwriter table; we have two large
mahogany chalrs, armchalrs, in the nature of a Morris
chalr, and I think there are four of these chairs (indicating)
and I think in the other office I have there are two
chalrs, three desks, I bllieve, or four desks, and tvo
large desk chalra,

Fow of course as you know, at the conclusion of
the session the Pregident hasg sent to his home his
fountain pen, desk set, his chalir, and his desk sel,
also all other matter that he iy usging in connection
with the office, including hile brief cage and supplies,
stationery and so forth.

HR. WEBPER:

=

notice that at each sessglon you gentlemen
have purchased guite a number of clocks. OCan you

tell us vhat becomes of the clocks?

MR. BROWH: Well, I have got one, a amall clock.

MR, PEABE: 1 have one also somevwhere, and the other one

I purchaged simply went to pleces and the electriclanz took
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apart and couldn't fix it, couldn't get it into
eperatlon; but I do have a clock somewhere in thesge
cabinsts,

MR, WEBBER: The rsgular and special sessions from July
1, 1940 to June 30, 1941, I have notes of the following
clocks: One black clock, Mr. Pease, Graybar Electric
Company, #3.38, one clock Mr. Brown, Hansur's Inc, $7.68,
one electric clock, Vr.Brown, Mansur's Inc. §7.40; one
Seth Thomas clock, House Speaker, Westinghouse, 56.45 --
and 1 have noticed in checking the expenditures of other
segsione that there have been somevhat similar clock
purchageg,. How do some of these clocks begome souvenlers
for the Speaker?

HR., PEASE: The Speaker,

MR. BROWN: And President of the Senate.

MR. WEBBER: What about this electric elock you got,

Mr, Brown? Do you know where that went?

MR, BROWH: VWhat was the price of 1it?

MR, WEBBER: $7.40,

HR, BROWN: Tnat may be the clock that we nov bhave., 1
think there was one of them we got that lasted a very few
days and somebody knocked 1t off the desk and that was
the end of that. Now I might say this: that during the
clas;ng of the last session -- and I don't know whether
Mr, Peasge was interviewed or not -- but there wag some

expression of concern about some carbon paper, and [ told
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them to go and see lr, Pease., I doun't know whether they
have got their paper for this session or not. They felt
they might not be able to get it. Do you recall anything
about that?

MR, PEASE: Yes, T do. In connegbion with that, I think
that Mr. Brown and I know that my office uses a speclal
type f carbon paper in making up the permanent journal,
begause the type that they use currently here in the
office smuts too badly, and I have gonsiderable dlfficulty
in getting the type that the girls have found the most
satisfactory. I don't know whether there has been any
order for this session or not, 1 know 1 have some left
over from last session.

MR, BROWN: Ve make go many copies of the Journal, both
for the office use and for the sienographner and for

the press that we have to have a very good quality of
carbon paper in order to get a ceopy. 1 do not know
vwhether that hasg been ordersd or nobt: 1T it has not, it
should have heern.

MR, WEBBER: Now here 1ls a matter that was brought to

me for investigation by thne Controller and the State
Auditor Jjointly: In February, 1942, each of you gentlemen
ordered 250 gheets and envelopes with official letterhead,
showing your capacity as (lerk and gecretary, and 250
sheets and envelopes of personal statlonery -- and samples

of the stationery were gsupplied me hy these gentlemen. The
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stationery of ¥r, Brown simoly carrieca the name "Royden
V. Brown;" the stationery of ¥r. Pease servies tho
heading, "Harvey R. Pease, Abtorney at Law, Wiscassel,
Maine," and that item seems to be subject to some griticisnm
by the departument heads, 1Is there any comment you have
about that?

MR, PEASE: That ig entirely true, 1 think without doubt
the personal stationery should have been billed to me,
but orobably it wasn't. At some Tormer pession 1 had
some printed with this letterhead, with the ¥Wiscasset
address on 1t, but this time they pgot my own lebttaerhead
on it, I @o not think there ig any guesltion I sghould
have paid that »ill. I probably approved it in the

rush and dldn't look at it.

et

¥R, WEBBER:

eS|

Hot a very large ltem: 1in each case 1%
would amount to 58,94, Did you have any comment, Mr. BrownY

MRL,BROWW: I don't recall -- jusgt my name on it9

Let me show you. (Handing paper to Mr. Brown)
MR, PIZASE: 1 mighlt add that between sagslons there isg

some gorraspondence comnnacted withh this jJob., I know

ek in one day it so heppened I had four legislative
inguiries, and at one time I had some staltlonery srinted
Wwith my Wiscasset address on it, but I have that statlonery
and there 1g no question about 1it.

UK, WEBBER: 1 thlnk orobably yiu genblemen would agr

E

it would probably avold eriticism if all stationery that

it ez

rou uged carried "Olerk of the House" or "Seecretary of
N
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the Senate."”
MR. PEASE: That 1s right; it always has in the past.
MR, WEBBER: ©Now 1 wanted to get your comments on this:
I have s general sumnmary of expenses, grouped by totals,
to offer a comparisgon of 1939 and 1941, indicating
incidentally a saving of 1941 over 1939 of about 510,000,
glightly less. Fosght items, therefore, show some reduction
in 1941, but some items show an inerease, and I thought
perhaps you could throw some 1light on how the increase
may have occurred: for instange, printing, total increase
from 546,588.62 to 348,314.0%,. Would you have any thoughts
as to what might have brought that about?
MR, PEASE: vell, of course it ig just a thought: there
are no two gessions of the Legislature that the volume
of legislative printing runs the sames there are some
segslons that wWwe have more billg, and there ars some
segsiong that we have groups of bille, like town charter
ille, more of them at that sesslion,
MR, WEBRER: Your thought would be that represents an
increage in veclume rather than an increage in price?
MR. PEASE:; Absolutely, I should may so. Last session,
my recolleection is we had quite a number more leglslative
documente than we had the sesglion before, and that
fluctuateg,
MR, BROWH: Might I remark: This time the Committee on
Reference of Bills ordered practically everything printed,
and then there is a growing demand for more and more of

the legislative documents; even as far away as Texas they
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1
cail for these legislative documents, and conssquantly

all the time the docu

me

nt ¢levk is comling Lo the Clerk

of the House and te me for additional orders for printing.
Gertain things are in greater demand than others. Gone-
sequently, thal has increased quité a bit, I think.

MK, PEASE: Just another comment on that: 1 think also

that the legislative record ran about & hundred pagss more,

35

How if 1 g suggestlion Lo the committee

without seeming officicus about it: I know some of the
states adopt this idea Lo teke care of the expense of
legialative documents: The state pays for printing all
public doeunments: the spongor, when he ilies a priveate

Pill, makes a deposlii Lo pay for the printing of the

private hill, That has beesn discussed around the Maine

I gee some advantages besldes saving money

do I, MNr. Chalrman.

(OFff record dlscussion)

How here, on a percenbage baglsg, i culte
& substantlal inecrease: Binding inereased from £1082,13%,

7]

approximately tvwo thousend dollars, to 45%52G.29, Now
&uat vould ascount for that?

HE., PEABE® Well, you want me to guess?

HR, WEBBER: If that iz all you can do.

It may have been Gthat gome of your repoits
of the Investisablng Comnittee and other things thal were

printed, the binding charge wasg put in separate from the
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. That may have accuunted for it. I know,

Q

printing

v

W/

for instance, in one year an investigating commlttee and
also private auditors, particularly the private auditors,
brought out a2 rather elaborately bound volume, Now that
may have contributed to it if that was in the year., I

do not know that it was. 1% is probably some gpeclal item:
I do not know of any general increage that would bring

it about,

MR. WEBBER: Yhat is it that gets bound?

MRLPEABE: VWell, your record is bound, there is a binding
charge that iakseperate, and stiching and folding, whether
that is ineluded in that I don't know, When the documents
are bllled in by the vrinter they are billed in so

much for printing and also so much for binding. That
binding includes the trimming, folding, stibehing and
punching for those that are punched,

IEBEER: The reason that seemed curious to me was

e

I‘SLR ry
that although there 1s some ingreasge in the printing bill,

th

&

De

.

centage inereasgs reopresented by pasging from

546,000 to $48,000 1s far less than the percentage increase
of Jumping from 51900 to 34300, and it seemed to ne

perhans they might b@ ezpected to be in proportion

MR, PEASE: I do not think that would necessarily follow,
It might be the other way. If you printed a hundred

extra documents, you would get a ovrinting charge on them
but you wouldn't get amything extra on the few coples that

were bound. IT you had a hundred extra pages in your



lsgislative record the printing charge would be about

the same, 1 think the State Printer could explain that

charge to you, begause he is the man who hag charge ol
of the Legislature,

have no thoughts on 1t, ¥r, Hrown

Ao oo

Ao not underatand

it be by chance we had extre bindersg to
keep legislative dosumentst
MR, PEABE: Hop; 1 do not think that is ingluded in the

binding charge; I thlnk that comes in the supply charge.

WEBBIR: Here ieg a substantial percentage lncrease in

glectrical pupplies incraansd

angwer that one to some extent:

there Was installed in the Glerk'ls office and the President

5 oiTier Fluroraegcent

year. That may explain part of it.

fou refsr to an inwballabion charge?
HRWPEAST:  Nojg electrical equipmenl: the egulpment wWas
bougnt ., There ares six 1lipghts in this offisge here, and I
think four at ths ogbher end were put in last year. That

may explalin part of it. And then part of it

purchase of fMagh-0-0allg which carried bthe procesdings

of the House and Senate Lo the newspaver room and the

»

3 £

execublve office as well as to the recording off

-

ces.

+ Py

That part of that, HNelther of these itens, of

11 thase

.
o

courge, will be recurring. You understand



gxplenations sre just thougbite on the =zubliect,

to pase on to the guestion of galary

it geem fair to you, in orxder Lo astimate
what the real pay Tor these varlious Jjobs is, to break it
by the number of legislative wesks, which, at last
year's geselon was sixteen and a half, I belleve, and

the number of leglelative days, the actual days thet

the leglislszture wag in session, vwhich, as 1
glvby-elght, 1r order Lo ds

pay We are giving the varlious

Senste during the segslont

ig sonslderabls that hee Lo be done before o session

starts that

Glerk has to attend to, and

That i1s a8 to your own salaries. OUf course

are contlnulng Jobsg.

The Attorney Genersl does nobt say go.

1 a waek, and

2 r o A,
dave gebts hen

vithing he is expected to do?

& “ Y ’,, g
vas exesptlonally his
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MR. PEASE: One thing, you are asking pveople to come here
for a short veriod of time for a short job, that ia one

of the things, and it has to be taken into consideration,

&
and of course they come, a great many of them, from their
homes outelde Wiscasget and thelr expenses are more here.

CHAIRMAN DOWe 1T

O

glearit'y that a little, Hr., Pease, It
& your thought that the type of people you want are not
lways avallable, and that type of people cannot always

get time of Y

MR. WEBBER: Here is Inez Wing and E. Mae Chapman, who
each make approximately 560 a week. Are they worth it?
MR. PEASE! They are worbth considerably more than that
to the legislature, any legislature that comes here. You
have women in the State's emnloy who are permanently
located and drawling salary every month in the year that
are getting very close to that Tigure. Now both thesge
ladlies are experienced =-- and I say without any fear of
belng contradicted they are highly effi-lent, and the
legislative machinery goes on smoother and faster because
they are in those jobs, and they are not jobs that you
can take any btyvist and set them to work on. I have

the legislature,! have had

"y

had, about every sesslion o
to go down ad pkead and beg and even threaten to the
Appropriations Committee in order to get what I zonsidered
adequate compensation for my subordinate officers and

sgistants. At one session, for ingstance, the salary of



24
Mrs, Chapman was Tixed at {55 a week. It wag a fourteen
wesk sesslon. That was the general understanding, kind
of a gentlemen's agreement all arcund. At the session
following that it ran sixteen weeks and I couldn't get
the same total amount from the Avpropriations CGommittes
for HMrs., Chapman,

In my office ~-- 1 sp-ak for my side now -- I have
two almost indispensable women; 1t would be very difficult
to replace them and do the work that affice requires to
be done in the time that we have been doing it and in
the time that the meuwbers exoected 1t to be done; and in
order to get them Lo come here yoear after year 1 belileve
thelr saslarieg should be very remunerative, and 1 do not
congider them high at all, I consider thosge girls worth

at. least 475 a week to the legislatures; and, again, Mr.

Chalirman, you are paying them a good deal for what they
know about 1t, their particular job.

CHAIRMAN DOW: I brought that out beeause I thought that
wae what you were driving at.

¥R, WEBEER: That is against pay for a highly skilled
and trained law olffige gecretary, for ingtance, who isa
capable of drawing writs and all that, running perhaps
from $25 to £35 a wesk. Do you 8tlll feel they are worth
twice as much as the golng price?

HR, PEABE: Yes, T do.

MR, BROWN: If I might be permmitted to add to thaitd In some

instances the Presidents of the Senate have brought their



o

gtenographers un, who wers very competent office
gtenogracshers, but they were wholly unfamiller with 1t.

It is a routine that teres experienge to vwork into.
Congequently the result was ln one instance one of them
stayed teo daya and in the other instance one of then

stayed three days. It 1g a type of work in which experience
counts a great deal.

¢, hag

Inez Ying done this Job?

i

Let's see: she has, 1 think, been there five

annot say whether ghe fopllowed

-
@
W

or Bilx or seven segslong.
the lady thaot is up there iIn the tax division, drs. Criffin,

¥R, PEABE: Jre., Ohapman has been here eleven segsiong,

MR, What Jdid ¥Wr ., Slosberg do¥

F¥)

Hip. BROJMET  Well, Mr, dlosberg was abtached to the office

end he worked largely dolng errands for the President

i

2

and he asslisted in the distribution of the documents

1

in the morning session and so Torth.

MR, dEBBER*  Did he Work Ghroughout the full segalon?

MR, WEBBER: And did you heve anybody in the House that
vag comparable to bls position

title.

2 eny., That is why 1 asgked

Wi CGould I ask & question? Did he corregpond



to the office I abolished when I came down heve in 1037,

te meggenger? Didn't they have the job of messenger

B Me3sengEer Nerd.

frior to 19%7.

was rother misnamed "megsenger.” He
was really gnecial elerk in the clerk's office.

he waes called "messengery”

. he dld zeneral

th

called "messenger,
errands for the gpsaker of the House and the Clerk, and

agne oleriecal work in thera,

W And he in 19379

@
-

(e

=3
&
Yoot

MR, PEACE: He waz droonped in 1 1le wes only here

one or LYo yenra,

R, DOUCGHER: Hay 1 asgk a guesghion here: Hr. Brown,
didn't Mr. Blosherg, besldes having this Job of messenger

Lerical work for

5

or whatsaver you call him, also do some o

committeses and get paid besldes that?

Ynle
il

I do not think he was pald snything bes
that, I do not know that he was. T wWas nob responsibvle

Tor the employment of ¥y, Slosberg. I know that an
arrvangoenent was made whereby the Kennebee delegation
veg very anxious to have him employed, and I must say

he waa very useful throughout the session,

MR, BOUCHER:
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clerical work.
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MR. BROWHN: He was conseclentious and willing to do
everything he wag asked to do.
MR, PEASE: If I may add one thought here: Back in
1927 and 1929 we used to have the same number of legis-
lative officers plus two folders in each branch. We
had an additlonal document elerk, we had an additional
agaistant document clerk, and we had an additional
postman; and sometime about 1929 or 1931, Mr. Brown and
nysell, 1n cooperation with the leglglatlve committec,
worked out the present set-up of leglalative officers
and set thelr salary up at that time with the distinet
understanding that these legislative officers after
that, these subordinate orfficers, should not take committee
agsignments. Prior to that time thelr wages had been
considerably lower, and in order to get enouzh to pay
their board they had to act as clerks and messengers and
what not of committees, but since that time ﬁhey have
rendered no services to committees and recelved nothing
from committees., That 1s Just a matter of history.
MR, WEBRER: In answer to Senator Boucher, I just looked
through this list of committese clerks and Mr., Sléﬂberg's
nane doeg not appear.
MR, PEASK: Hay I continue with that thought a minute:

e had considerable difficulty in working that
plan out, but we Tinally worked out a plan that took

politlics pretty well out of the leglislative subordinate
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officers. Thls 1s the good old times, but it happened
in the 30's, there wag one young man that received
#150 as a leglslative officer, and all that he did during
that sesgion was hang his hat and coat in one of the
legiglative offices. HNow that has not happened ginece
then. You gentlemen know me well enough to know I don't
get nedheaded very often, but when 1 was trying to get
what I thought was reasonable conpensation for my assistants,
to find this young man getting 5150 for dolng nothing, I
was & little bit hot undsr the collar.

(Off record discussion)

MR, WEBBER: I would like to ask Mr. Brown about this
matter: I observe that Mr, Hanks here and Mr. Lyford
are each getting the same pay for thelr work durling the
sesgion, and their asslstants apparently get the same
nay. 1 had a little fun Tor mysell and counted up the
number of pages of the legiglative record for the Houge
and for the Senate, and 1 obgerved that at least in the
last sesslion Mr, Hanks and his assistants did by volume
about two and a quarter to two and a halfl tLimes as much
hy volume as the Senate reporters. Now does that in
your mind, ¥r. Brown, offer any opportunity for any
saving on the part of the Senate reporting, if we can
proceed on the assumpilon that Mr., Hanks and hisg assistants
ware Talrly pald, er are there other things that enter
into it that nscessitate an equality in pay?®

MR, BROWH: I think there are. Of course the Senate is, as
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you know, & much smaller body. However, I think there
have been oecasiong when we have had members of the
Senate vwho were more given to oratory than has been the
cage the lagt few sesgsgions: in faet, al one segssion of
the legislature the oratory in the Senate exceeded by
quite a large amount that in the House. But they are
there ready to take whatever occurs, of course, in the
Senate, and I do not see on the matter of volume how it
could be worked out It is regrettable that it is that
way. I think that the last gesslon or two there has been
congiderably less. The Senate 1s a very Judiclal bhody
now, very calm, they aré not disputablious, but it has
not always been so,
MR, WEBBER: Well, out of my ignorance I perhaps erroneously
took it for granted that the ratio was about in proportion
to the number of mewbers of the House and the number of
members of the Senate. Apparently from what you say you
do not consider that was formerly true?
MR. PEASE: We have at times what we call a "talking Housge"
and abt other tiumes they are unfortunate encugh over in
the Senate to have a "talking Senate." It all depends
on the type of mewmbership.

(Prief recess)
MR, WEBBER: You brought out something during the receds,
Mr, Peagel that it might be well to have on the record,

and that 1s the wmatter of employing reporters for the Houss
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snd Senate. Ag I understand it, you and ¥r, Erown do
not understand that you have technieal authority to
employ the reporters?

MR, PEASE: Why, it is my understanding under the law we
have no avthority wha£@ver to arrange for a reporter of
the House or Benate.

MR, WEBBER® And yet that should be done substaentially in

advance of the segsgion, should it not?

%)

MR. PEASE* In order to have a reporter here., If you are

=

not fortunate encugh to make arrangements with your reporter
for the last session, I am frank to say I don't know

wnere elther one of us would find a reporiter.

5

MR, WEBEER: Hevw has it been done ag a matter of custon?

fon

¥R, PREASE: The reporter has been chosen by order of the
Housge or Senate, as the case might be, desipnating him as
reporter after they meet.

VEBREN: Bub have some advance arrangements heen made?

il
5
}

b vl

MRL,PEABE: Mr, Brown, I assume, has made arrangements, and

I know I have for my reporter to come back, with one

exception in the case of the House, and in that case
arrangements were made for the apsistant reporver to take

over on bhe dsatn of the former reoporter,

MR, BROWI: And this btime I might say it would be necegsary

to go through the Personnel Board, Mr, Lyford has to be
relleved beyond a csrtain length of time, He told me I

would have to address myselfl to the Personnsl Board, reguesting

hime.
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R, FPAYSOH: That is on his contribubory pension proposition?
MR, BROWH: I don't know.
MR, WEBFER® So it might be well to have gome port of
machinery to take cé?e of gome of thege things in aﬁ&ance?
Is thal correet?
FR. PEABE: Well, probably it would., On the other hand,
1 can congelve of situsations where it perhaps vwould not
work. Suech situations very rarely come up, but there
might be a contest for my office and I had made arrangementsg
for one reporter and another fellow had made arrangements
for another reporter. Thers might be soms confliet. On
the other hand, I aggume also that probably a body ought to
be permitted Lo choose iits own officers. That is a con-
sbitutlonal provision. It ought to be done, but 1 don't

know Jjust how you could work 1t outb.

KR, WERBBER® Well, we might tie it in with this thought,

and 1 invite your comment to this suggestion which I will

0

read: Buggested that a small committee of the Houge and
Senate be congbituted at each sssgsion to be regponsible

for legiglative inventory purchases: that thls committee
first invenbtory property previously purchased and still

on hand and make all requisitions for new purchases and
charge to each committee officer or subdivisgion of the
House or Senaite the purchased ltems: that at the close of
the sesslon it inventory the property of all, giving eredit

for itewms returned, and make 1ts report from which it may



be determined what supplies were used up and what
returned and by whom.' Legisiative suppliss van then be
returned to the purchasing department for credit and
larger items of furniture and equipment can be placed

in eustedy of Superintendent of Bulldings for pafekeeping.
The Legislature cen earmark by order any ltems which 1t
intends for souveniers or giftslto members, and the
balance of leglslative property should be dealt with &s
striiectly as property of the State of Haine. It should
be perfeectly posslible for such committee to arrange
sharing of eguipment and supplies by committees which have
little business to transact, as the complete outfitting
of committees which function only once or twice a sgssion
is one of the extravagant features of the session,

It occurs to me, in the light of what you saild, that
it might be possible, 1if thet were a good suggestion, to
tie in perhaps some other matters in the way of getting
ready for the next session, the committee carrying over
to that extent, perhaps being delegated with authority
to hire a reporter in advance for the session, or something
of that kind,

How whet comments would you have on the general
scheme of & comaplittee on supplies and purchases and,imventoy?
HMR.PEASE: 1 think it is a very fine ldea, somebthing that
has been needed lor some time, It places authority and
regponsibility in an established place.

MR. WEBRER: Are there practical difficultles?
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MR. PEASE: There are no practlecal difficulties as far

ag that goeg: there might be practical difiTicultles in
thelr arranging for officers of the succeeding leglslature.
You members have all known of attempts being made to amsnd
the rules in the last week ol the Legislature, and the
ery has always gone up that thig Leglslature ought not
to attempt tc wake rules for a succeeding Leglslature,
It seems a foolish objectlion, but it ig more or legs a
practical objeection also. A great many of these matters
do not coms up in guite a few of the states where they
have a personnel that is a Tull-time personnel., They
have them in Hassachusetts and some of the other states:
some of vnelr leglislalive officers are spupvosed Lo be
Tull~-tide officers and thelir compensgation is spread over
the entire pericd for which they are chosen, and they are
available for legislatlve work any day, and they are there
as respongible offieials of that legislature,

IATIEIAN DOW: They have an ofTice and so forth,
MR, PEACE: They have an offlee. In HMassachusgetts, for
ingtance, the Glerk of the Masgsachusetts <enate and the
Glerk of the Magsachusetts House are full-time employees
oi the Btate, and tue Sergeant-at-Arms alse, In mosgt
every legislature practically all of this detail and duty
you have outlined bere is the duty of the Sergeant-at-Arms
i the Leglslature, and they have one Sergeant-at-Arns,
wilth assistants, that look after the detalls in the different

braneches. The Sergeant-at-Arme in some states is a constitutinal
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officer and he is the man that looks after asupplies aad
equipment and 1s responsibls for it.
This down here, where we have sesglions only every
two years, seems & very deslrable undertaklng.
MR, BOUCHER: Golng aleng with your talk that this State
could save & good deal of money i1l secretaries of the
minor commitiees were arranged by the committes -~ her

2

getling

at -- I think if you will leok up

i

)

ig what I &

o]

i

the clerks of committees you will find nobody has been
pald less then 3150, from 5150 to 36C0. How I served

on 8lx sommittees in this last Leglslature, and there

were only two of thosge that were fairly busy, and four

4

otherg did not meet more than two or three times during

@

the whole seasion, and those clerks nad to be paid 5150
for what little work they did. Now 1f you had a clerk
assligned to thwee or four of these minor committees, or
half a dozen, I Lhilnk you would save scome money.

MR. WEBBER: That was the next thing I was going to
bring up. There is the last peragraph here on my set-up.

That on has come from geversl different places,

and i1t haep ecome from Wwithin the State House here, One

suggestion thalt hag been made has been on the idea of

naving these c¢lerkships as political plums, 1f the

9 % - 2

Legislature could be prevailled upon Lo give vo that

1,

patronage and put 1t on a purely buesinegs basieg, becavse

there isg go much disruption here in departmental activities

,..wa

while the Legislature 1s ia sesglon anyvay, bhat 1t might
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be possible to make wp a poel of three or four glrls
who would be bhorrowed from gtate dep&rtmenﬁs simply during
the gegsion: and that committee, Tor instance, like the
one sugcested, might have the authority to assign those
girls from the pool to tommittee work and take care of
these relatively inastive committees., Certain committees
we knovw have to have a full-time sgtaif.

As I recall it, Mr. Pease, you have already, at one
time or another, indiecated you thought that was a plous
idesa., Perhaps I am wrong.

HR. PEASE: When a CGlerk of the House ventures into the

realm of committee clerkships, he is on rather dangerous

MR, WEBRER: We are talking purely in terms of efficlency
and economy. We request your oplnion as an expert.
MR, PEABE: There 1s no questlon but vhat probably more
efficient commitbee work could be done through less
committee clerks and more experienced committee clerks,
the lesgser nuwmber to he more experienced., I repeat what
I said once before, earlier in thile hearing: that I
belisve the Legislature should operate ag a distinct
branch of the government, Jjust as the court, the judiciary
does, deparats and diatinet from the executive,

Ngw as a matter of history in conneectlon with this
supject, a bill was drafted, and my recollection is it

was presented to the Legislature, that gave the control of



gommittes clerks an

I o8

Kow 40 not b

would not appeal to
ghould govern itssl
control of its oun
sher

taking stenograr

regord ag saying 1
reagson that ax

additional heln in

I took up the matter, and the

its

d stenographers to a state denariment.

e to go on record as saying that

5

1. +

&

T

me at al think the Legislzture

look after its ewn affalrs, have

A
affairs right down through. Az to

ra from state departments, [ will

do not think it would work, for t

xperience along that line when 1 needed
the Glerk's office at & former sesssion.
wgeestion was made that

I get » givl from the Secretasry of State's offlee. 1
went down and egked for the girl and she came upshalrs,

We had sevsn pages

baefore ghe got through

two pages, and then

pages of journal,
Under that zys

dispensgable to the

Lot

ten you

ol have pgot to build your own organiz

of journal to type that day. Well,

she had typed a total of one or
1 one of my girls had to type five

are getting glrls that are

spartment: you ean't plek them out.

ation,

becansge no departwent is golng to give Lo the Leglslature
thelr best secretary il they can help it., Incidentally,
1 have tried to hime givle out of departments without
lagieletive sanction, and I haven't had any luck at

all with their letting them go, because 1 wanted to pick
the girl,

HR, WEBBEEH: You might gmet at 1t perhaps by giving the

comuittes vwe are talking

aboul authority to hire two or

pab}



three people who might nave the ability Lo serve as

clorks, and meke a pool that wey and assipgn them and they
ne indevsndent of state departments, Ig that possible?

years apo proposed to pgo. They proposed to have a chiefl

clerk of committees and four or Tive comnitbee olerks,

A11 ©Hills vwere
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to pase through thet Chiel Clerk and a report come back
through thet Chiel Clerk, and that Chiel Clerk was to
assign elerks and stenographerg and messengerg to the
comuittees, which, from an efflciency viewpecint wag ildeal,
but Irom the polnt of patronage, well-==

It has seeped Lo me also there was a doefinite

aone sort of commitbtee contbrol to

gurtall to a large mcasure the complete oubTitting of
inactive committecs, because, unfortunately, the comnittes
material they are outfitted with never comes back, and
there i1g not very mueh indication, from the resords at
least, that very much use ls ever made of it: it lg elther

bome by the commiitees, or, in sonme

given by the commitises to state decartments

who happen to be in thelr good favor. Thet in itsell

might not be so bad, becauge the gtate still heg the

benefit of the material, but Ehkmews it throws the actual
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realietlic expenge and economy of the state depsriments
to some degree, large or small, oult of line and interferes
Wwith contirol,

BR., PAYSC

et
i
B

Doesg that amount to apything in mowney, the

equipment of & commitiee? What do you have in mind for

equivment of & commities?

1ef
¥

@

ell, 1 don't know, I am afraid i cennol

give you Ligures, But I think you would bs surpiised, bseause
every single one ol these inactive commilless, as 1 get

the pleture from the pecple that I telk with in bhe

purchesing departnent and so forth, bake a complebe cutbfTit

; Were golng bto de the vork of the
Appropriations Uommittee and going to be in sesslon day
and night for o while, and then they don't do anything.
HR. PAYSON: Tney nave ten notebooks, tén ol the bindars
for committee work, and perhaps they have a dozen pencils,
and they have commitles sta
mueh it smounts to, but 1 do know the poor fellow who

has got & lousy commities with no work to do, 17 he can't

gat stebionsry to wrlie people and make thenm thin

o HILDRETH: 1 gerved on a commltbee two meellyn

a1l 1 gobt vwag pencils, and 1 gusss stationery and

notehook,

’
o

RO<:  Didn't you have typewriber desks and

73 3

bypewriter, stapling mac qin and pencll gnarpenery

ME, HILDRETH: The clerk nmay have.



+ iml BT e b gaed § vre
take such things as sbapllng

1t expact a commibbes to have soms uge for, and it

hag any bill at

- Ty A T g
HaGAANe 80 4

R BN EREN oy
gan stepls 1it, and a

any statlo:

That might have

had w ney and

R GUEry on me that
I didn't wish for: they Just left 1t on nmy desk, and I

iy

had enough of those nobebocks so I didn’t kaow where to

1 had one for each committes., <+ wag the only
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MR, PAYSON: You have got the ovposite sxtreme, Uene,
Thare are not enough committess In Lihe House so every

2

man in the Housge can have a vworking commlttee: sondone

{J

is just left out on the limb so he hssn't anything Lo show

when he goes bagk home, not even a hunk oi statlonery,
and he is pretty mad. He wmay be on Mines and Mining,
which probably never will meelt, but if he can write to
bhig constituents showing hig name on that letterhead,

that gaves hig pride a 1little bit. It is not economisal,

but, nevertheless, it has to be congidered in polities,
MR, BOUGHER: You are talking from the pnolitical angle,

I have no auestion bubl certain things can

MR, PAYSON: HNeo question about 1it.

MR. ROYDEH

W :  Mr. Webber, eouldn't you add that to

od

the duties of your committee 28 vou have outlined there,
that they should have genersl supervision over disbtribution
of these things. 1 think the msychology of that is right,
because a man comes down here and is put on the Commities

Fublic Bulldings and Grounds and that 1s all he gets,

and 1f he doesn't have a little stationery to suastaln

his ego it is a patheblic sibuations I think if vou had

a commibtee that had charge of the distribution of thet
stuff it might have a salutary effect so vurchases would

not be exgessive,
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of distribublion but inveatory aftervards, you wWould

gtuff. There ls no resson vhy stapling

maghlnes and elippers should get away 1T somebody 18
rosponsible.
MR, HOHER:  There iz theres, dtatlionsry, I

quite agree with you that should be kept, because there

Lagt year one of the commitbtee clerks came to me al thres

&

different tlees and wanted mo to take nloying cards. 1

o]

I 4id teke one seb of olaying cards he wanlbed to give

[

it

¥

o

the gegsgion: I didn
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even open i, and 1 btook it home Tinally; bul the other

two sebs I refused because 1 had no use for them and didn't

want to clubter up my desk. I those sels cost forty

5

centg aplece, bthere vas eignty cents golng around for

gomebody to plek up because I dian*t want it., Those things

should be controlled, and I think what Don has got in hisg

mind would answer thal werhaps.

then he wanbsto make geme gort of a showing ol some

Y
L

political nature of nlg own, and be becomes offlcious
about those things thal don't amount to anybhing, whereas

you had two or thres people thatbt were dolng the work of

all of the clerksghipsg of thege s&ul~inactive commilbiees and

[
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Toole:

they were intere

in the working
making the commities funebion properly, you wouldn't

have thls unnecegsary running around,

By
!
=

MR, ¥

hege clevkships

arve prehtty wmuch the chalirmen

of the commitbteer

will gome into the comittes and say "I wanit so and so

as cglerk, and you gentlemen can confirm my
MR, BDU“Zw?g How did you Tind thaet oul?

Mit, PAYSEON: 1 have been lLold encugh fimes,

GHATREAN DOY: what ig wrong with that?

MR, WEBBER: 1t is gxactly that that the young crusadsr is

-, Webbser, in ccmmeetbion

-

grd that 1g this: that

ﬁ’-

shewin in the szlectlion

@

Tunetion, for the

regaon that members of the Leglislature pretity much have

vou have gob
to teke into considevation. You masy gelt a conscientlous
committee that will actually worl. Teke, Tor illustration
two committees, one from each branch, which we always

have had ever gince we were a gtate, and that is the
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Gommittes on bills in the mecond reading, and CJomnittee
ony ©ills in the third re=adine -~ w2 had o member of tha

aat down and

sommittes,

“ ER o, o . T s b 5
mesn and gsi8agt a2

renorts. Now there

Tor tham:

doubt 1T vou would Find three or flve members of the
Leglislature who would do the necessary detalled work that

job requires, That ia the vractleal objestion to 2 very

I still think the ides 15 gommendable,
» bhis possiblility: You have

211 knew it is true vhether

slature or not, that your new

the Tivest time, unless

- fortunate, are quite apt to éend up

Wwith a comulilbtes that ig of no relative importence,

becauge the older i coming beaeck are perhaps petting the

better commitiess. What is the reason, however, that

two or three of bhess

do not rate lmportant comslibtees but they way nevertheles

pbe ldealy suited to handling a purchase lnventory -- I can

think of a conereste ingtance of a new man who 1s coming
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the routine procedure.

you can't
Telirly
nost capes,

MR, DOW: 1I8n't the practical result this: thaet Tive off

ug are on that committee, we don't know partlieularly

him to gumbit a

to submit a ligt,

T
pa
e
=

carde or domings, and ask him about

that sscare usg to death, and ve
buy Justabout whal he would have requisitioned Tor us,
and wouldn't it work all right?

MR, WEBRER: Of course it would work In other

<]

words, to speak perfectly frankly, if you saw a reqgulsition



for about eiphteen fountaln neng

sget. a satislfactory answer before

o178 .

(OfT record)

rha result weuld be ¥r. Pease and Mr.Brown
they really neecded, =nd they would gst
>lase, they would get of T Lhelr necks gomeblning

at times very disasrecabla.

all suoplies come through the supply decartmant, the
ammittea glerks have to zo down to the sun

and get them?

MR. PEASE: That ig not meqguired: that ig the austonm,.

MR, PELLET.

If it were required that they have to

go dovn, and, 1T you wanbted to, vou could have each member
gign, and you could have a list of goods returmable, and
those that were not jJust skion them, and those that are

.

of wh

cr
o

aturnable sould bz chargsd un to sach

)

commlbtee, and if he dlda't return them be would be

charged with them and have to pay for than,

o o

1 . ra a oo B
h bhat, T obhhis

MR, PEASE: In cormeetion wi you will

.

find that the supoply departument nsve regulred for the

last two sessions all legisglative reguisitlons to be

glgned ny the Chairman of the Committes belore Lhey geotb

any .

MR, WEBBER:

<)
A

But they follow the sirict policy that the
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urchage on anybihing like the
does.
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position from the rest of you: I am over

I

[P

the Gime working, and am in gonstent contact

epartwents, and I sense this thi
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tnese phate
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ey Ey
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you do not: that e the things theb the Legliglature
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and tion with its 54X
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very

tightly on everything all along bhe line, end it puls
you in a bad positlon to go out and offer very much

shate are doin You holler
"Eeonomy , sconomy, economy” al state deparitments, and
you do not gractlce sconomy in and it is
net good huslinesgs,

ner
to t
what

una

undey

wage

ot so much the amount as the principle.

g the principle of the thing

t these wage schedules. 1 had an ldes wnal Uhe
der vas polng to be, bub I wanted (o met it in the
rd., One reason for asking sboul it ipg thal the
diem and ner veek and those things are no ssocrat

he people that work in the Btate House, bLhey know
ls going on, and it la so far out of line with our
cmployeeg -« are slwost vniformly

ald

D particularly under the nresent

&

schedule -- that doess not git very well. You may have
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a fellow like Chick YWeed. Chief Clerk of the ¥Motor Vehigle
Divislon, one of the wost important Johs in the State
House: you men have had him here and you all know he is
one of the brightest men you havé here, making, I forget

exactly, but somewhere around $45 a week, 2nd he ie competing

on a2 shate pay schedule with a2 man nemed Humphrey, who

Lo

gets H41 a week, and I claim Humphrey does not beye to know
one=tenth as much as Yeed does.

MR. PEASE: CGhick Weed gets his 545 a week Tifty-two wecks
in the year, and Humphrey comesg up here and zets it Tor

sey seventeen veecka.

MR, BOUGHER: I admire you defending the employeeg of the
State, but what about us poor fellowsg coming up here?

MR, WEBRER: I admit absolutely the meubsrs of the Legislature
ars underpaid,

FR.TAYS0H: That 1g our own Tault,

MR . PELLETIER: One more thing 1 weould 1llke te emphasize

at this time on these comnittee clerks and stenosraphe
galaries: they coms up here to the Leglslaturd, and, ag

a general rule, they leave their home when they come up

here and take on added expense of living here, while

!—‘9

people who are emploved at the State House sither live
in Augusta or nearby and make thelr homzs here, so there
is a substantlal saving in thelr ecst of living, and that

magh be taken into conglderation.

I have been given the impregsion, perhaps

erroneously, that & number of these people werc engaged in



pursguits bthat

be very handy

ware perhans seasonal , so that it might

for them to have this emnloyment during

the particular season when the Lezlislature wWwap in session.

sgacrifliece Tov
MR, HILDEETH:
County who wou

Jebs. They mip

would come here willinsly vear

oeg Tit in exa
MR, PAYSON: It
Ez?_ ) ii‘?r EAH?“‘ B. P4 {}

that 1 asked

I think that is unquestlonably true.

And it didn’t represent any particular

then to over here.

I know of vlenty of peonles in Yaghington
14 glve their shirts to get some of thess
shit be gfeen men the first year, but they

o

becgavpse it

w

fter ye

«J
u
3

actly with thelr seasonal operation,
is in the winter, when they don't fish,
ne of these men, I can't remember the name,

about particularliy, aand I asked aboutlt these

varicus men, one of these men I haoppen to know is in

the tourist hu

1,

ainegs In the summer, and in the winter

e has his feet up unless he 1la over here working for

the Legislature.
MR, PAYSON® We had an erample in the last Legislature
of = mittee clerk who got through and jointed the

{(OfT record)
MR, HILDRETH:
these days ve
Jobs, and
80 Tar as you

them stralght

I would 1like to ask Royden and Harvey boths
ere running into girls doling a1l kinds of

it you have a good man such as Roy Humphrey,
agsisbants are concerned -- I can't even keep

-= why san't two or three girls do just as well
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M, PAYSOW: I that 1s the casge, it sBeemg Lo me we

is referred

are slightly afield on that phase, because 1
to & comsittee of the Legiglature; but on the provposition
of comuittes clerks and committee set-up and procedure,

hat type of gtuff, I think we are well vithin our uvrovince,
and the suggestion of the commitbee was the suggestion I

L Tanny

nade over a year ago and I am heartlly in agresment with 1it.

MR, PEASBZ: I think Maye will recaell at the tims the

Personnel bill was pasged that the original bill took in
the Legislature and everythlng, and iMr. Browvn and myselfl
sugceedad in getiing leglislative employees and so fo
taken out from under that, because we did not want the
personnel despartment sendling up someons into our office
anymore than the Governor wanted the personnel department

to pick his cook over in the sxecullve mangion.

MR.PAYSOH: Ye pretty nearly amended that right out of

the window, ag I reeall it. But I do have the feeling

that on the subordinate offigers' salarvies which isg slready
handled by a commlttee of the Leglslature, the Appropriations
Committee, which has to do with salaries and wazes and

that sort of stuff all the time, thal perhsos we ars

gsomewhat out of our province in that, but it is ob¥lous

that this matter of comnittee clerks is within our province,
MR, POULIN: I may say sorething regarding the Committee on
Appropriationsg and Finanecial Affeirs, because I was on that

comnittee last year. The request comes to us on the closing



1

W

days of the sesslon -- 1t came to usg a week, probably,
vefore the session closed ~- and the palaries are already
gset up ~- at least that is the way I understood it -- &
gertaln amount speelfied for each positicn; and the
argument, as far as 1 can find out, has always been used
that while somc of us on the comsittee thought they were
rather high that here was a situation where theses peopls
nad been earning the same thing in previous years and they
had worked on that same assumption during that entire
sesglon, and that 1t would mot be fair for us Lo cut

them at the last minute afiter they had already vorked --

and, as a matter of Tact, as Tar as I can see, thope

Fo

galariesg are not paid at the end of the session,

¥R, PEASE: They draw some advancesg, 1 think about fifty
per cent.

ME. POULIN: In other words, a slerk's salary ccmeg in
to the Committec on Appropriations and Finanelal Affairs
_Wwith a eertain amount specified of 500, or whatever it
might be, and the chances are he has already drawn 5400.
MR. PEABE: You mean a clerk in my offige, or & committee
MR, FOULIN: Well, somebedy in your oifice, for instance.
KR. PEASE: Well, they wouldn't drawsr ag high as that.
MR. POULIN: They draw part of 1t7 ¥¥EY

MR. PEASE: They draw part of it, ves.

MR. POULIN: What I am trylng to point out, ag far as the
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Commitiee on Appropriatlons and Financlal Affairs 1is
coneerned, even if we wanted tu actually do somebhing, we
are not in a pegition to do it.

(0ff record)

MR, PEASE: vhen vwe start a session and vwhen we go ten
weeks, we do not know whether this session is going

thirtgen or seventeem wecks. In that connection, I might
say that Mr, Brown's and my salary were sel when no session,
with the exception of ons, had gone over thirteern wesks,
We are goling seventeen on the same pay.

MR. POULIN: What I am pﬁiﬂﬁiﬂg out is whalt ¥ayo refers

to as the list of salaries seb up by the Committes on
Lppropriationsg and Financial Affairsg, and, in asawer to
that, I say 1 do not believe that is truec.

MR. HILDRETH: I agres with you, Technically, Harvey's
angwWer wag right, but practleally it Jjust ien't so.

MR. POULIN: I will say il is approved by the Committesc.
MR, PEASE: Let us put it the other way: Before either
one of you gentlemen were connected with the Malue
Legiglature, I went to this commitites once -~ and I am

not reflecting on the commitbes, because that commitles
hag got a lob te do, and Tixing of salaries in the clerk's
and secrebary's office is rather a minor thing and they

ac not have the tlme Lo Dother with it -~ but I went doun
to that comnittee and sat down with the then committee and

we worked out this schedule for glrls in the office, which
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be Talr, We wo:

4 b wgm e
LU wWag

at the end of the segsion 1f

multiplied by 16, or 13 od 14 -~ I think it was 14 that
vear., It seamed perfechtly aatisfactory Lo everyone. It
ran from thirty Lo Tilty-Tive dollarg a vweck

¢anms

in, and I 4o not recall whather it went sizbeen or

savanhean

1l=28ave

relative to,

of 2lloving

i

- <) £ty . -
in advanas o a8

proposi

H
£

firat knowing howm much vou to get? They go
ahead and draw on an anticipated salary that hasg not besn

set and hog not been aoproved, and at the end of the sesslon
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they come in at the last minute and want 5250, That
is all cockeyed,
M. TEASBE: 1 agree with you generally that the thing is
vretty much cockeyed, for the reason we meet only onge
in iwo years, Wwe have no continuing of Ticers or anybhing,
and at the end of a legislative session most of Lhem feel
as 1 do, that we never want to see another legislature
again -~ and the next session I would be aick AT I wasn’t
coming back.
MR. POULIN: Wouldn't it be better to say this: Referring
not to any particular job, but say that a certain job
or a eertaln positlion would pay so much & Wweek -- 1 mean
meke 1t by law 11 you want to.
MR. PEASE: You ean't do that, Tor the reason in 1935 or
1937 you could hire stenographners for ten or twelve dollars

a Wweek that are getting thirty-five or forty now., L1 do

not think you could put 1t in the law, bubt you couvld put

it in some committee,

MR, POULIN: Wouldn't it be sound business, before you
hire gomebody in your oifige -- and 1 am not talking

articularly about your office ~—- to have 1t understood

o

how much {hey are going to geb?

MR.PEASE: Absolutely; bul how can you say they are going
to get 935 or (40 a weeky I it goes fourteen weeks --
MR. PAYSON: You can't do it. {Off recorad)

That committee is not geing to have a substantial enough

bagkground to sit in the place of the Appropriastions Committee
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MR, POULIN: You can sece my vnolint.
MR, PEASBE: 1 undevrgtand your ooint, and I

but there was nobhing

i

lagt few days of the gegslion and

2tting and bha
have them get this year,” aftsr all the
and they have bheen hired oossibly on th
salary, there lsg not much we can do.

MR, PAYOQON: ¥

1wt about at the beginning

MR, POULIN: If it is done at the beginning,

different sgtory.
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viy 1t eanpot or should not be.

Aopropriations

i

the

. = LA S . .
selary of > of TMigers a2 nesslcon,

-

CUILIN: 1 gan concelve of where 1t could haprnen, bub

it 1g &t least

polint ovt vhat

~blong, T
You all know that

arnd some of the

ture, not

aré here six

Job for some of us to get the thing get up to sgtert in wibh
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job to get things taken dom

o

alterverds, end 17 you take that into consideration it
throws off from what it

sopnize that,

A

™
@
&

MR, PEADE: Vell, T have had a girl at her desk out in

hty~four hours in one wesk in that offiece across the

hall., That ig more than ghonld ha expectad of her. hut

ghe agtually out in eighby-four hours at her desk in one

segaion that frequantly in the evening T came up here

and found ths Olerkls office oven and the neonle working,

I do not 1like Lo sbart any controversy here,

wt, T would 1like to know: lg there as much work and as

tivity invelved in the retary of the Senate's

office as thare ig in the Ulerk of the House'ls office?
there 18, There are the gpans

eh: and, in addition to that,

g office we have the

¥ the ought not to pass

and so forth,

ner dlem: that interests nme.,

YWe snen, Ve try, however, to

do thlg: Tor instance, YWaldo Clark, who is invaluable in

cur office, hie will stay one weeskend verhapa, and the othsy
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weekend perhaps Roy Humphrey will stay, bubt the office
iz always open and they are avallable at any time, and
they have always come oub evenings if vwe nseded them. We
try to keep the office open all the time,

o

¥r. Brown's offlee also has the duty of

@

MR. PEASE

we

El

keepinz the record of all joint convenblons. Ye have in

B

thiag of{lece what he does not have, the legislative docket,

MR, WEBRER: You think it about ev

enig up?

MR, WEBBER: 1T think the same amount of buginessg has to go
through,
CHATIRMAN DOY: Isn't it true also that after the first

thrae or four weeks guite a Tew members of the Legiglature
stay here all the time, even when the Leglslature is no

in segsion, and they spend considerable tlme up here using
thege particular offices on blllg of thelr own?

MR, PEABE: That 1s correcte.

MR, WEBBEER: What happendg to thege numerous card tables

that get bought every time? Do they get smashed up and
destroyed?

MR, PEASE: How much do we pay for them? Ordinarily they
buy a very cheap card bable: somcetines they buy sone

good ones,

MR, WEBBER: They pay a 1little legs thsn two dollars anlece.
MR, PuASE: Doegn'lt that answer the gquestion fairly well,
1f they are used bhere geventeen weeks? HMost of them avre
degtroyed and broken up. I wouldn't wonder il sone ol

them went where the wasgtebaskets go, but they are prebiy
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HR. PEAS

=

Well, take your printing officer ~- you

are asking your state printer to handle {50,000 of
additional responsibility. You are asking the engrossing
department, girls to come back here and work all night

if necessary, and they do some nights. You are asking
Miss Towle, who has a fulltime Job now, to assume keeping
the accounts and records of all this small distribution,
Now the theory has always been they were doing additional
work in addition to their regular work for which their
salary was set and they should recgelve some compensation.
(Off record)

MR. PAYS50N: 1Is that one of the propositions that goes
through the Appropriatlons Committee?

MR,.PRASE: Yes.

MR, PAY30N: VYWho recomnends those salaries?

ER. PEASE: 1 think the Secretary of 3tate has made
recommendation at different timeg. I know I have been
consulted by members of the Appropriationg Committee

on additional compensation, and I have always gone on

the same theory 1 stated here, that it was in addition

to thelr regular wahrk. We uged to have -- I do not think
we have had for the lagt two or three sessions, but

we uged to have certaln clerks in the departments that
acbed as clerks of committees, Forestry, Tor instance, hut
that has been discarded pretty much,

MR, HILDRETH: Mosgman falls into that category’

MR, PEABE: I think he put in considsrable time,
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ﬁR. HILDRETH: 1 aﬁ in couplete defense of HMogsmant
nooene else could possibly have done it and he ig fully
enﬁ;tled to it.
MR. PEASE: And I know I can gpeak for the Engroseing
Department glirls, they work overtime, There is a charge
in here, I believe, for Helen Grenier down in the 3tate
Printer's office. She came back here night after night
to be here to mimeograph amendments for the House.
MR, HILDRETH: It seems to me, Don, that 1t really 1is
not a legislative problem. If the employee is not busy
encugh during ordinary times, they have got a departmental
problem, they are overstaffsd, -nd the problem 1s there
and not with théd Legislature. It seems to me that problem
is on somebody else's desk and not that of the Legislature,
I can gee how it perhaps may cause some feeling., The
only one I am thoroughly familiar with i1s in the case of
Yoesman, and it Jjust saved the State a hesp of money for
him to put in overtime and ack as clerk for that committee,
rather than to bring somebody in that didn't know beans
about 1it.
MR, WEBBER: Wy thought was there could not he any
objection to what was overtime, but there was some question
on some of these as to whether there was overtime involved.
MR, BROWN: 1In the case of Joe Grenler and Helen, I think
the Clerk of the House will bear me out that they have come

over here night after night.
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MR. WEBBER: How does it happen you gentlemen have
sometimes put in purchase orders, as, for instance,
your ring folios that carried your names in gold letters
that you bought through Joe Grenler?
MR, PEASE: The order of the different branches that
anthorized the purchase of surplies authorized us to
purchass them. We do not go out and purchase them asg we
vwers authorlized to do except in very isoclated cases.
They pass a Joint order at the beginning of the gessgion
that placesg the control of binding under the control of
the State Printer. Now somebody has construed the guestion
of special ring binders and so on as a2 questlon of binding
rather than a questlion of supplies, and sgo We have ordersd
them there. The purchasing agent hag always sald to me
at the beginning of the session "You know the special
things you require,” and they have always told me to g0
anead and buy them and report to them and they would
isgue requlegition for them; bacause, as 1 have stated
before, there are certaln types of general supplies that
are perfectly all right to use in a department, like,
Tor ingtance, carbon paper, that we pannot uge up here
in the Leglglature because we want sgsomething that produces & more
permanent copy. Maybe we have overdone it in certain
cages, but in very few casges do we go oubtside and buy
supplies., Ve buy typewriter carbons, typewriter ribbonsg.
I don't know whether you have had any experience with the

the ribbons they furnish here, but we find they gmut, and we
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buy for two of our machines that work on the journal a
better grade of typewritér ribbon, a spseclal typewrlter
ribten that 1s not so black to start in with and holds

the color bettor.

et
@
3

3RGIN: To get at the brlef casces, there wag the very
practical guestion of having the President's name put on
them, so 1t bad to be done over to the Kennebec Journal.
MR, PAYSON: Could I ask you this question, Harvey: IT

a comnittes were set up of seven,with nelther the Speaker
of the House nor the President of the fenabe having any
comnittee asslgnments except on reference of bills, would
it be possgible for them to act ex officlio on that commitise

without taking too mueh of thelr time? And with their

2
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vackground they would have congliderable kunowledge

HR, PEASY: I think it would, except you are getting into
a delieate proposition: thisg committee, 1T it actually

Tunctions, is &pt to colll with the ldeas of the committee

fi?

Y

chalrmen, and I don't know as it is Talir for the Speaker

2 E P 3 » 5
5

and the President to have that responsibility.

MR, WEBLER: Wouldn't it help to have the prestige of

=y 2

the two offleers Lo back up the complittee?

MR, PEASE: 1 think sve. I think it is ideal for a
comnittee to control the expenditures of the Legislature.
It at leaat sets up & body that has responsibility and
authority. But as to its practical workings, I don't know,
it has got to be tried,

MR, POULIN: It can always be amended.,

(Off record)





