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Introduction

Although political parties are voluntary associations, Maine law requires
them to hold biennial conventions at which the delegates of each party "shall
formulate and adopt its declaration of principles, or platform, for the state
election next ensuing.”" This bulletin contains recent platforms of the two
major parties in Maine. In 1952, the Republican Party of Maine was unable to
agree on a platform and succeeded in winning the election without one. To fill
the void here the 1952 statement of principles adopted by the Young Republicans
is included.

This publication continues the effort of the Citizenship Clearing House to
attract college students to politics. This organization assumes that knowledge
of public affairs invites interest. By making these state party platforms avail-
able the Citizenship Clearing House hopes to further thought and analysis of the
contrasting approaches the Republican and Democratic parties of Maine bring to
the problems of today.

These platforms cannot be understood without knowledge of the composition,
organization and aspirations of the political parties which adopted them. Accord-
ingly it is hoped that students of politics will use these texts as a basis for
analysis. Among the questions that might be considered are these: (1) In what
ways do these platforms express compromises within a political. party? {(2) Have
thege:platforms reflected the ideas of the party nominees for state office in
the different years? (3) On what points do the two parties consistently agree
and disagree? (4) In which platforms have ehtirely new ideas been adopted?

(5) To what extent have the two party delegations in the state legislature
followed the pledges in the respective platforms?

I wish to thank Kenneth Carpenter, Mrs. Clifton Burrowes and Miss Pauline

Caron for assistance in preparing this bulletin.

Clement E. Vose
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DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM (1952)

We, the Democratic Party of Malne, in gtate conventlon
assembled this 22nd day of March, A. D, 1952, do hereby
recommend to the people of Maine, the following platform,
which shall coantrol our adminigtration of the affairs of this
State in the event such administration shall be entrusted G0
our cawve,

PLATFORN 3

Firgt, our flrst concern wlll be greater utlilization of
our state’s resources, human and natural, Toward that end we
will work for the followlng:

l. Those measgures which will promote uniform and improved
gstandards of education throughout the gstate and which place
more emphasis on professional and vocational training. We
advocate a salary schedule for teachers which will ralse them
&t least to the level of the employes wilth simllar skills and
regponslbilities in private employment, -

2. Those meagures which will make avallable for useful
gervice all our water and mineral resourceg., We partlcularly
support development of the international Passamaguoddy Tidal
Power project and maximum development of our river valleyse
Maine should be ready to cooperate with other New Englend
gtates and the Federal Government to bring about full devel-
opment or our hydrc-electric power potentlal 1f private
industry 1s unable or unwilling to do mo. We advocate repeal
of the Fernald Law,

3, Thoge measures which wlll conserve, protect and
expand our forest and soll resources.

4. Those meagures which will attract sports-loving and
vacation bound people throughout the Nation to our state,
but which will, at the same tlme, lnsure that our natural
beautles and vacaticniand assets will De conserved for the
enjoyment of posteritye.

5, Those measures vhich will bring about acceleration of
our road bullding program with due congideration for rural
areas.,

6. AlL other measures which will attract new industrles
and encourage present industries to expand, encourage the
development of new products, search out new markets for our
products, and otherwise create those opportunities which
will attract young, capable and enthusiastic people who,
alone, can insure the future nrosperity of our state.. The
present program and facilities of the Maine Development
Commlission are wholly inadequate, We favor an expansion of
the Maine Development Commlission program with greater emphasis
on industrial development and with sufficlent personnel to
agslst cities and towns in thelr industrial programs.

Second, our next concern will be to strive to eliminate
those conditione which breed crime, diseases of the mind
and body, divorce snd broken homes, dependent and poverty-
gstricken old age.. To provide for those who are now the
victims of those conditilons, we propose to support the
followings-
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1. Those measures which will provide adequate care and
rehabilitation for those ellgible to seek the agsigtance of
our state institutlons.

2 Thoge measures which will provide increased grants to
those of our aged, who are in need with a minimum of red
tape,

3. Those meagures which will linsure the distribution
of ADC funds on an equitable and efficient basls, by: (a)
more strlet enforcement of the llability of those legally
bound to support dependent children; and (b) more local
supervision and control of ADC cases.

4, Those measures which will further improve the social
security program,

5. Those measures which will indlcate our State's
appreciation and recognition o service rendered by veterans
of all wars, including the Korean conflict.

6. Thoge measures Which will more adequately protect the
rights of workers under the Workmen's Compensation Law,

We partlculafly support: (a) an increase in minirum benefits
to £15 per week; (b) an increase in maximum benefits to 428
per week; (c) provision for medical and legal counsel of the
worker's own choosing at the expense of the employer,

7. Those measures which will improve our unemployment
compensation program. We particularly favor increasing the
weekly benefits and benefit perlod with additional benefits
for dependents and support extension of coverage to all
employees.

8. A wage~hour law conforming to the provisions of the
Federal law.

Third,our next concern will te to administer the affairsg
of the Qtate within the ability of our citizens to pay for
government, In order to achleve this goal and at the same
time implement the first two planks of this platform, we
are convinced that we must support the followlng propositilong:

1. The number of state agencles and departments muast be
reduced by eliminatling overlapping and unnecessary functlons,
2. Personnel policies must be reviewed to insure the

procurement c¢f personnel on the tagls of ability and train-
ing, rather than political background and to insure efficlency
in the use of available personnel,

5s Purchasing and inventory pollcies must be overhauled
to insure better control or expenditures,

4, Wasteful practices such as the hishway betterment .
fund, and notorious road resolves, whose only justification
1s their poliltical usefulness, must be eliminated,

-5+ We deplore the action of the Republican-controlled
95th Legislature for imposing a sales tax on the people of
the State of Maine without their consent by declaring an
emergency when none exlsted. We propose repeal of the sales
tax and the enactment of a personal income tax based on
abllity to pay to produce needed revenue,

Fourth, our next concern is to insure a working, two-
party system of government for the State, Then, and only
then, can our people hope for economy and efficlency in

“the administration of thelr affalirs., Toward thls end we
advocate:
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, 1. Ellmination of the Gerrymandering of leglslative
districte,
2., bi-partisan representation of leglslative committees,
state commissions, and the judicilary.
3. Election of Governor's Council by popular vote.
4, Elimination of the separate September election.

Portland Sunday Telegram, March 23, 1952



DEYOCRATIC PLATFORM (1954)

We, the Democratic Party of Maine, in state convention
tirlg 27th day of March, 1954, do htereby adopt the following
platforr with these as cur aims;

1. To strengthen our party =so that it may give effective
leadership to the many people of NFaine who belleve in it.

2. To bring to the government of the State of Waine the
wholesome effects of strong competitlon, which, in affairs
of state as well as 1n business, 1s the cnly guaranty of
honesty, efficlency, and contlnuing progress.

3. To bring about, on the part of the leglislative and
executive vranches of our state government, a keener awareness
of the challenging duties of their trusteeship in developing
and preserving the human and natural resources of the state.

4, To insure that Maire shall keep in step with the
economic progress of the naticn and shall no longer be
discounted in national planning becamuse of its safe and sure
domination by one political party.

CONSTITUTION

1. Reapportionment, Speclal sesglion of the legislature
to enforce compliance with Constitution,

2. Revigion, A preparatory comlseion followed “y a
Constitutional Convention to reviece the Constitution, (to
include changes here set forth).

3. Election Date. Eliminaticn separate dates for state
and naticinal elections,

4, Governor's Council. Abolitlon of Governor's Council,

" CONSERVATION

. 1. Reorganization. Creation of Department of Conservatlon
to have jurisdictiin of forestry, inland fish and game, sea
and shore fisherles, mineral, water, and other natural re-- - .
sources; to administer anti-polilutlion program,to be adequately
staffed by career personnel.
2.Legiglation '

a, Anti-pollution law, tested by experlence elsewhere,
together with necessary positive leglslation to combat prob-
lemg of industrial and sewerage nollution.,

b, Legislation to insure adequate fishways.

c. Regulations to stimulate intelligent cutting prac-
tices and reforestation.

JOBS AND PAYROLLS

l. Credit Unlons and Cooperatives. More actlive leader-
ship by state government in alding farmers and fishermen to
organize credit unions and cooperatives for productilon,
merchandising and marketing.

2. Nilk Control. Repeal of price fixing of milk above
the producer level. '

3+ Malne Development Commigsion. More emphasls on indug-
trlal activitiés of WMaine Development Commlssion toachileve
balance with recreational efforts,
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4. Seaports. Recognition by State Government of import-
ance of Tort of Portland and other seaports to statewide
economy; increased facilities and promotion.,

5. Deflaticn Insurance., Leadership by State Government
through the Deparitment of Labor and Industry in alding com=-
munities to take prompt advantage of any federal public works

program enacted to forestall depression.

HIGHVAYS

1, Investigation. Immedlate and exhaustive inquiry into
purchasing and contracting practices of the State Highway
Commigslon, to e directed by a bipartisan committee,

2, Reclaggification, No reclassification of highways
without adeguate financial safeguards for sparsely populated
aTreag,

3e Pork-barrel. Abolitlon of system of highway pork-

o eard s e -

barrel appropriations.

HEALTH AND WELFARE

l. Problems of the Aged, Continuatlion and financial
support of existing state Committee on Aging.

2. Ald to Institutions. Increased appropriations for
gstate institutions, including Pownal, State mentgl hospitals,
Te Bo.sanatoriums.

3, State Ald Programg., More realistic level of benefits
and financial responsitility requirements for relatives of
reclpients of state aid in terms of the value of today's
dollar, Aid to physically handlcapped through administrative
program rather than through special resolves of the Leglslature

LABOR

1. Unemployment Compensgation.
a., Coverage enlarged to include all employees,
b. Increase of benefits and benefit period, and
additional benefits for dependents,
2. Industrial secidents,
a, Coverage enlarged to include gmall firms.
b, Increase of benefits to reflect lower purchasing
power of dollar,
c. Rehabllitation program for disabled workers.
3. Minimum Wage Law.for intra state firma,

PUSLIC UTILITIES

1. Rate-making law, Re-examinatlon of rate-making law to
prevent inflated values entering into base for utility rates
charged to consumers.,

2, Public Utilities Commiassion Staff, Increase of Publie
Utilities Commission technical staff to be more equipped to
evaluate requests for rate increases and decreases,

3. Pagsamaquoddy. Aggressive continuing support of
Pagsamaqoddy tldal power projJect together with Federal devel~
ocpment of the undeveloped potential power of the state where
practicable, on a multiple purpose basig.
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EDUCATION

l. Increased state aid to remove discrimination against
communities under present law,

2, Adequate recognition and supvort of state teacher
training schools.

3o Adoptiocn of six year legislative program for progressive
inerease in minimim salarlies for teachers, with appropriate
state participation.

4, Inereased support of University of Maine,.

LOBBYING

Requirement that lobbylsts file reports of compensation
and expenses which shall be available for public inspection,

ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE

Support of newly formed Judicial Council and serious
congideration of its recommendations,

TAXATION

1. Revigion of Tax structure. Complete reappraisal of
atate tax structure by adequately financed independent Cit-
izens! Comrittee,

2, Specific tax legislation, including:

a2, Elirination of unjust features of sales tax, tax
on water consumption, and other inequities,

b, Adequate tax provisions for land owners in unorgan-
ized territories.,

ECONOMY TIW GOVEERNMENT

Creation of a state Commission for the reorganization of
the Executive bBranch of the Government, consisting of legis-
lators and citizens of both parties, and aided by an sdequate
technical staff, to study the Executlve Branch and make
recommendations, including the following areas,

a., Fersonnel procurement policies.

b, Fersomnel workloads.

c. Inventory policles,

d.» Purchaging policies and procedures,
e, Budget control methods,

f. Overlapping of functions.

CALL TO ACTION

We stand ready and willing at all times to commend the
opposition party for any and allacts of a constructive nature
which 1t may accomplish in the best interests of the large
ma jority of the people of our state. These, we feel, have
been all too few for decades of uninterrupted control, But
we also reserve the privilege and accept the responsibility
of condemning majority control of our public affalrs for its
omigsilons and failures in serving our people which we feel
have been too many.
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The greatest of these has been the lack of imaginative
legislative and executive action to meet the challenges of &
modern soclety 1n this atomic age., The declining, or, at best,
statlc population, the emigration of Maire youth, the "down
at the heel"™ conditlon of too many phases of the economy of
Maine, educational and social welfare programs, and in insti-
tutional services and propertiegs are grave indictments -~ free
of technical defects -- agalnst the majorlty party control of

the affairs of our state.

MAINE NEEDS A CHANGE

Portland Press Herald, April 14, 1¢54
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DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM (1956) :

Here 1s a complte text of the platform adopted Saturday
by Maine Derocrats at thelr State convention at brewer:

This platfcrm 1s the result of the free discussion of
State problems by hundreds of people from every corner of
lailne. It reflects their thoughtful concern with our human
and economlic resources, and their proposals for governmental
reforma to conserve and to develop these resources in the
interests of the common good.

It salutes the boldly imaginative leadership of Gov.
Edmund S. Muskle for his initiation of far-reaching legislative
action. It applauds the loyal civll servants and friends of
regponsible governrent who have helped to broaden the narrow
vision of our state government after years of uninterrupted
one-~party control,

Ags a means of strengthening further an effective two=
party system of goverument for our State, the Democratic
Party of Maine, in State convention asgembled this twenty- -
fourth day of March, 1956, hereby adopts the followling plate~
ferm of ideas and ldeals:

GCVERNMENTAT, REFORM

"To gstrengthen the position of the chilef executive of
our State ag a regponsikle jeader of the majority of the
people, we urge:

"The abolition of the Executive Council; the provision
of a four~year term for the Governor; the institution of annual
sessions of the Legilslature; the creation of a cabinet of
department heads appointed by the Governor to serve concurrently
with him; and the confirmation of gubernatorial appointments
by the State Senate,

"To increase the efficiency of our State government, we
recomment the revision of our State Constitutiony the elim-
ination of separate dates for State and Natlonal elections,
with the gubernatorial election being held in a non-preglden-
tial year; the creation of a board of Pardons to handle
probatlon and parole caseg, and to recommend to the Governor
cases for executlve clemency; the prohibition of all State
erployes from participating in State political activitiesy
in view of the recognized public interesgt 1n lobbylng activitiles,
a reguirement that lobbylsts flle full statements of their
fees and expenses; and the formation .of a Department of
Conservation to include supervision of all our natural
resources. We recommend that the survey of State Government,
initiated by Governor Muskie, serve as the basls of future
legislative and administrative actione.

HUMAN RESOURCES

"Reaffilrming our belief that the full development of the
human resources of the State rests flnally on 1ts system
of education, from the elementary school to the unlversity
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and adult community, we urge:

"Inereased appropriations for teachers' salaries by the
State to enable communities to meet successfully the competition
for thelr teachers; contlnuing scrutiny and revision of the
formulas governing state suhsidlies to towns and citles for
educatlon, including the cost of new school buildings.

"Immediate Federal Aid to educatlon in full confidence
that such aid can be received without federal interference
in teaching and learning,

"Aggressive and systematic improvement of facilities of
State teachiers! colleges and increred galarles for staffs,

"Steady strengthening of our University of lMaine and
increased appropriations to enable it to lower 1ts tuition
to maks opportunity for study there available to a larger num-
ber of Maine youth.

“Commendation of the creation of a permanent Advisory
Committee on Education, provided with necessary funds, to
study continuously the problems of educatlon iIn the State,
together with problems of departmental organization, and to
recommend solutions to these problems in order of their
importance and critical urgency,

"Increaged 01d Age Agsistance from the present maximum
of $55 & month to such amount as is necegssary to approach the
increase in the cost of living; the llberalization of old age
asgistance requlrements for eliglbility and dependency; and
the inclusion of convalescent homes in the hospltal insurance
progranm,

"In order that more attention be given to treatment and-
rehabilitation of patients, we urge increased =support for all
State Institutlons of Welfare to enable them to attract and
to retain adequately pald, decently housed, and professionglly
trained perqonnel.

"Carrying out of Governor Muskie! long-ran e building
program to meet lnstitutionsal and educational needs, providing
necegsary capital through accepted buginess financing principles,

"The establishing of State-wide preventive and pasychlatric
programs to reduce the growing number of mental patients
now requiring hospiltal care,

"The setting up of an istitution for the treatment and
rehabilitation of patients suffering from alcoholism, perver-
sions, and other maladjustmentse

"The appointment of two deputy commissioner=s: one for
penal institutlons, and one for psychiatric institutions,

"A continuance of the gradual process of encouraging
Indlans to take thelr places in general society as filrgt-=class
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cltizens of the State wilthout destroying the values of tribal’
organizatlon for those who prefer to remaln on their reserve
ations.

"As a means of achleving the ends of justive and of improv-
ing the service of rehabllitation, we urge the egstabllghment
of a permanent Board of Pardong, Parole, and Probatlion to
handle cases of parole and probatlion, and to recommend to the
Governor cases for executlive clemency.

"The reactivation of the Judicial Councll as a permanent
organlzation with an adequate staff and budget to consider such
changes in our Judiclal system as the establishment of dilstrict
courts and courts of domestlc relations, and to recommend
improvements in rules governing judicial proceedings..

"Systematic continuance of the merlt increase program for
all state employes,

"Recognlzing that the labor which produces and contributes
to the economic resources cf the State is a preclous element
of our human resources, the Demrocratic Party urges:

"The enactment of a State labor relations law.
"The enactment of a minimum wage law.

"An act to require the Maine Industrial Accident Com=-
migsion to publish its rules of procedure, and to provide that
reasonavle counsel fees be paid by the employer 1n disputed
cases arlsing out of clalns for compensation by workmen
injured in industrilal accidents; and revise the law to reduce
to 4 the minimum number of employes requlred for industrial:
accident coverage.

A legislative resolution against discrimination in
industrial imployment to protect elderly employees,

YRevision of the unerployment compensation law so as to
remove the linequities of the present laws governing dis-
qualification.,

"¥e recommend that the State Park Commission be given
the status of a park authority to acquire and develop more
recreation and camping areas and historic sites, with power
to 1gsue 1ts own bonds,

ECONCMIC RESOURCES

"To protect the interests of the farmer and to encourage
the consumption of fluild milk and milk products, the Demo=~
cratic Party recommends revision of the law fixing the price
of milk to embody the succegsful experience of states com=
parable to Malnes

"Legislation to lighten the financial burdens of the
farmer by expanding Federal aid and exploring further sources
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of State ald in spreading a 1ower 1ntere°t rate over a longer
period of time.

"Support of the concept of a Federal Farm Program to
protect the interests of the fawrily farm, We urge that the
products of the Maine farmer shcould be consldered in all ‘
Federal Farm leglslation.

"o encourage Farmers'! Cooperatlves we urge the asaign~
ment of a qualifled State Agent to a¢t as conesultant to
cooperatives in management and marketing technilques,

"Commendation of the steps taken by the farmers in
Aroogtook in establishing a successful self-help plan of
cooperatlve sales promotion, and methods of marketing,

"Recognizing that a critical siltuation exists as a
result of the fallure of the seven-year accelerated program,
and believing that Maine's economy has a great stake in the
road system, from the smallest farm-to-village road to the
greatest super-highway, the Dermocreatic Party recommends the
formulatlion of an adequately financed plan wilth stricter
controls of construction schedules and costs, and an improved
method of rural-road asalstance.

"The Democratic Party commends the advances made by the
Department of Industry and Commerce, established under Gover-
nor Muskie's leadership, 1n stimulating a more effective
program for ecomomlc resources, including forests, minerals,
and recreation, by means of improved research, promotional
methods, and publlec relatlons,

" program to increase the availlability of capital at a
low rate of interest for industrial development by exploring
Federal and State agsistance,

"Revision of the rate-making law to prevent inflated
values entering into the base for utility rates, Mindful
of the vigorous support which the Democratic Party has always
given the Passamaquoddy Tidal Projecet as a gsource of 1lnexpen=-
slve power, and commending the Democratic Congress for enact-
ing into law the Paqﬂamaquoddy Tidal Fower Survey Biil, .we
urge the appropriation of $3,A00,000 by Congress as called for
by the Bil1l in order that the qurvey can he made. o

"Legislation to @chleve the full development of the
hydro -electric potentlal of our great river systems with
due regard for the preqervation of exlsting recreational re-
gources, \

"Appropriate qteps to realige our atomic energy potential
in the public intereqt.

"Review by a committee to be apnointed by the Governor
of all legislation affecting sea and shore fisheries and a
public report of 1its findings,
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"Increased appropriations to provide additional coastal
wardens and more effective promotion of sea foods in State
and out-of-State markets; and increased federal appropriation
for more adequate Coast Guard protectlon, and the improvement
of harbors and navigation facilities.

. "Creation of a Department of Conservation with juriédiction
of inland fish and game, mineral, water, and other resources,
~as well as sea and shore filsherles,

"Strengthening the present State laws controlling water
pollution to prevent any increase in the present level of
pellution and to provide a deadline for the start of pollution
" abatement, with a flexible time 1limit to prevent unreasonable
hardship during clean-up operatlons 1In complex cases of
- contamlnation,

"Legislation to insure adeguate fishways.,

"The Democratic Party urges a complete reappraisal of
the tax structure of the State,

"We commit ourselves to work to bring out the increased
services set forth in the foregoing platform, and we recog~
nize our responsibility to provide sufficient revenue to meet
~ these needs.,

"In view of the economi@s possible through further use
of line budgeting initlated by Governor Muskie, the savings
.resulting from the consolidation of overlapping departments
"described in the reforms advocated 1in this platform and a hig-
tory of increasing revenues from existing sources, we belleve
that no tax increase or additional tax should be put into ef=
fect untll there 1s a demonstrated need for such revenue,
Should this need be proved, we reafflrm our convlectlon that
.the ability-to-pay principal be paramount in any tax program,

-ADDENDUM

"The Democratlc Party urges a complete reappraisal of the
‘tax structure of the State,

"We commit ourselves to work to bring about the increased
gervices set forth in the foregoing platform, and we recog-
nize our responsibility to provide sufficilent revenue to
meet these needs,

Mle recognize that there are economieg possible through
further use of 1line budgeting initiated by Governor Muskile,
that there would be savinga resulting from our proposed cone
solidation of overlapping departments, and there 1s a history
of increasing revenues from exlistlng sources.

"We mlso recognize that these factors may not be enough
to provide for the minimum needs that spell progress.
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"Any additional revenues should be based on the ability~
to-pay principle, whether this be achieved through a graduated
Income tax or an 1increase in the sales tax wilth additional

exemptions covering the necessities.

"We belisve that the people of Maine, in the light of
these nseds, wlll support such a tax progrem,"

March 26, 1956
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FL.OCRATIC PLATIORI (1958)

ile, the Democratic Party of laine, have undertaken exhaus-
tive survey and analysis of the goals which the people of liaine
seek to achieve and of the prohlems they confront in their striv-
ings towards these ideals,

e are proud of our record which demonstrates that the major
portion of our last platform has already been realized, This has
hreen accomplished through the vigorous and inspiring leadership of
Governor Edmund S, Muskie, the wholechearted support of the Demo=-
cratic legislative delegation and the competitive spur of a stren=-
gthened two-party system.

Vle dedicate ourselves to the Tasic ideal of progress as
measured by the hetterment of the lives of all our people in
every facet by which living becomes satisfying and ennohled,

In this spirit, the Democratic Party in State Convention

arssembled this 22nd day of liarch, 1958, does hereby adopt the
following platforms:

THE GOVERNLINT OF I'AINE

THE 2UTLIC!'S RIGIT TO LWNOW

ie believe that the objective of good government will be
more speedily and effectively realized from the point of view of
more efficient organization and bhetter service to our people if
the operations of government, its policies and the decisions
which are made in- all hranches are fully exposed to public view
and openly and frankly discusced by public officials, the people,
and the newspaper, radio and television media,

BEXECUTIVE RLSPONSIPILITY

The Democratic party is dedicated to the principle that the
executive bramch of our government would he a more effective in-
strument of service to our people if the Governor were in fact
the center of executive authority and responsibility. Ve acknow-
ledge the adoption of the four~year term for governor, long recom-
mended by tthe Democratic Party as an important step toward the
implementawion of this principle. %We believe that the full real-
ization of this goal will be achieved by the enactment of the
following proposals:

l. Aholition of the Executive Council.

2e Annual sessions of the Legislature.

3. Ratification of gubernatorial appointments by the Senate,

4, Provision for an adequate administrative staff for the
Governor,

- 5, Appointment of the Secretary of State, Attorney General,
Commissioner of Agriculture and State Auditor by the Governor;
abolition of the office of State Treasurer and transfer of its
functions to the Department of Finance which i1s fully equipped
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to perform them.,

6. Legislation to provide that terms of department heads
coincide with that of the Governor,

7« A Consistent effort toward greater consolidatilon of state
departments and toward the creation of an advisory cahinet of
department heads.,

JUDICIAL REFORNM

To ensure that respect for law upon which our society ultim-
ately rests, the Democratic Party reaffirms its helief that our
judicial system must he ever responsive to the expanding know-
ledge of human behavior and must be geared, continually, to dis-
pense justice, amidst the increasing complexities of modern liv=~
ing, with promptness and efficiency.

To this end, the Democratic Party has urged a Ttate Probation
and Parole fystem which has been estahlished under the leadership
of Governor kuskie, and the Party now favors:

l, Enlargement of the powers of the Judicial Council, as a
permanent body, continually to study and survey the operation of
our judicial system, as well as to evaluate, criticize, recommend
and sponsor proposed legislation affecting the judicial system;
and revision of the structure of the Judicial Council, with nec-
escary financial resources, to enable it more efiectively to exer-
clse such enhanced powers.

2+ Replacement of trial justices and kunicipal Courts by a
system of district courts, with civil and criminal jurisdiction
enlarged over that presently conferred upon Municipal Courts, in-
cluding jurisdiction over all matters relating to domestic rela-
tione; the judges of the district courts to serve full time, with
compensation equivalent to Superior Court justices and to be ap-
pointed by the Governor in the same manner as are Superior Court
Justices.,

3. Complete revision of the laws pertaining to juvenile offen-
ders to eliminate the inconsistenciles, overlappings and deficien-
cies which have resulted from patchwork legieslation and to achieve
the greatest benefit from presently estahlished corrective and
treatment ilnstitutions in relation to juvenile offenders.

4, Providing adequate facilities by which delinquent chil-
dren, who must be confined pending ultimate diesposition of their
cages, shall not he kept in jaile but shall be given secure cus-
tody appropriate for children and for the commencement of an im-
mediate treatment program,

TIE PEOPLE OF MAINE
EDUCATION
fle helieve that the development of a first rate educational

system, extending from the elementary school to the university
and adult community, is indispensable to the future of our Ztate,
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The Democratic Party salutes Governor liuskie'!s leadership

of the successful effort to enact school legislation making feas-
ible larger school administrative units; we acknowledge this leg-
islation to be a major advance toward the attainment of high qual-
ity education in the public schools of laine., Vie believe that the
other educational improvements made during CGovernor kuskie's ad-
ministration, in raising teachers! salaries and in the physical
facilities and faculty salaries at the teachers' colleges and the
University of Maine, are also indispensahle to the achievemeunt of
our educational goals.

In order to stimulate continued improvement of our schools,
we propose that the legislation facilitating sclool consolidation
be utilized to the fullest extent and that the following supnle-
mentary steps he taken:

1. So that our schools will be equipped to meet the challenge
offered by recent scientific and technological advances and =0
that each student may progress as far and as fast as his abilities
will allow, local school hoards and the State Department of Educa-
tion should re-examine elementary and high school curricula, with
the expectation that curricula of top flight quality will be de-
vised, emphasizing not only mathematices and science but also Eng-
lish, foreign languages, history and government,

2, In order to increase the number of laine high school grad-
uates attending college, a long=-range prograc. should be adopted
to provide strengthened guidance departments in school systems
throughout the state; state scholarships for ahle students; re-
duction of tuition at the University of kaine for Naine students;
and continued expansion of the facilities of the University of
I'aine, including the use of the State's credit to encourage low
interest financing of university huildings.

3« The improvement of laine Vocational Technical Institute
should bhe continued and additional vocational institutes should
be established as soon as funds are availalhle,

4, In order to secure high calibre teachers for laine's ele-
mentary and secondary schools, progress muct bhe continued in two
areas: the upgrading of teachers' salaries and the improvement
of academic standards, physical facilities and faculty salaries
at the teachers! colleges.

5. The Governor's Advisory Committee on Hducation should he
continued and properly financed sgo that it can promote with maxi-
mum effectiveness citizen interest and support of improved educa-
tion at every level in liaine and so that it can determine the
poseibilities of improving adult education programs and programs
for gifted and retarded children.

FLALTH AND WRLLATE

Although the Democratic Party prizes initiative and self=
reliance, we recognhize that it is often necessary for our govern-
ment to protect and provide for thore people who are incapacita-
ted ty circumstances beyond their control. “e commend the advan-
ces made in this field under Governor luskie's leadership: the
inauguration of the nursing home program; elimination of the
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citizenship requirement for 0ld Age Assistance; increased public
assistance grants; continued expansion of the treatment program
for alcoholics; and the recent improvements made in the facili-
ties of state hospitals and correctional institutions,

We recommend that the following measures he considered essen-
tial to the development of a plan designed to provide for the needs
of the people of liaine:

1. Increase payments for 01ld Age Assistance, Aid to Dependent
Children, Aid to the I'lind and Aid to the Dirahled to such amount
as 1is necessary to approach the increase in the cost of living.

2. Establishment of the Committee on Aging as a permanent
nart of state government so that it can continue to stimulate and
coordinate local efforts to formulate programs for elderly people.

3s A two=-fold effort to provide an effective program designed
to aid the prevention of juvenile delinquency.

a, A study of the need and practicality of established
child guidance clinics on a county, regicnal or district basis,

b, Expansion of the s=ervices of the Divirion of Child
Melfare of the Department of Health and 'lelfare to make possible
the early detection and treatment of children with prohlens.,.

4, The development of a comprehensive and integreted mental
health program of prevention, cure and care, centered ahout a
separate Department of lental Hygilene.

5. Provision of psychiatric services for the correctional
institutions and the Department of Probation and Parole,

6+ Enlargement of the program for direct services for coun=-
seling, education and some clinic care for alcoholic rehabilita=-
tion.

7. Direction of special attention to raising living standards
on the Indian reservations and to providing educational and voca=-
tional opportunities that will encourage greater participation
in community life,

8. Continuation and improvement of the nursing home program,

STATE ENMPLOYEES

1, Provision of additional classifications and n»ay analysis
experts to the Personnel Department so that the efficiency and
competency of the personnel system may he increased.

2. Development of a carefully planned program designed to
readjust the salary =scale of state employees so that Maine will
hbe in a better position to compete with the other New England
states for professional employees.

3. Systematic continuance of the merit increase program for
all state employees.

LABOR

To strengthen the employment opportunities and to improve
the living standards of the working men and women of Maine and
to promote that respect and understanding between working people
and their employers essential to the welfare of our state, the
Democratic party favors:
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1. Continuance of the present state policy which permits em-
ployers and employees, bu mutual agreement, to condition employ-
ment on membership in a union,

2. Legislation to provide for immediate review by the highest
court of the state of the granting or denial of any temporary in-
junction in a lahor dispute.

3. A state minimum wage law prescribing a minimum wage of
one dollar per hour,

4, Legislation to protect elderly persons against discrimina-
tion in employment tecause of their age.

5. Legislation to provide time off from work for voting.

6. Legislation authorizing the Industrial Accident Commission,
in disputed cases, to award reasonable counsel fees on behalf of
an injured employee.

7. Legislation to furnish additional unemployment compensa-
tion based upon family dependents; to revise inequities in the
present disqualifications for benefits; and to extent the henefilt
neriod.,

FIGHAY SAFETY

e favor:

1., Legislation requiring that all persons between the ages
of 15 and 17 complete an accredited driver-education course before
they can he issued a license to operate motor vehicles, with ap-
propriate exceptions allowing limited licenses in special cases
such as farm work or need incident to employment.

2+ Further promotion by the state of driver~education courses,

ATOMIC SAFETY

To protect the people of I'aine from the dangers of atomic
radiation which nay result from the increased uce of atomic energy
in medical research, industry or military operations within the
state, we urge immediate enactment of a Safety Code governing the
use of radioactive materials in the State of Faine,

THE RESOURCES OF I AINE

ECONOITIC DIDVELOLIENT

The Democratlc Party hrelieves that it is a proper function
of state government, in partnership with private initiative and
enterprise to stimulate economic activity within the State and
that upon such rtimuletion rests our Statet!s future., Ve commend
the advances made by the Department of Economic Development, es-
tablished under Governor kuskie's leadership, in stimulating a
more effective program for economic development in Maine, and we
hail the creation of the Industrial Building Authority as vital
to our industrial progress.
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In order to zeocure continued expansion of our efforte ih this
direction, we recommend:

l, Continued improvement of the engineering, soientific and
rusiness sshools of the University of Maine with emphasis on re-
search faclilities, , ,

- 24 Establishment of a serketing ressarch engineering division
within the department of Bsonomie Devslomment to protect and ime
prove marketing of our produsts of land and rea.

3+ Provision of necereary fagilities to the Department of
Economic Develommsnt to enable ft to umndertale a more vigorous
program by wlilch somrwnitics will be induced to utillize to the
fullest extent the Industrial Loun Aot and te join forees with
neizhboring sompmnitics for the development of industrial parks,

4. Vastly increased advertising of laine’s yearerpund vaca-
tion and travel facilitier and expunsion of rerearch into Maine's
recreational opportunities with emphasis on winter sports,

o “trenghthening of ecomorie ties with Canada by such means
as maintaining tourist amd imiustrial information Tursaus in Canada,

6. Proader authority for the Maine Fort Authority in ite
offorts to modernize and expand facilities at the major porte of
Malne,

AGRICULTURE

l. Adjustment of unfair freight ratea for kKaine and New Eng-
land,

2, Reviaion of milk priece control at the retail level to
make possible cash and e¢arry and volume discounts, resulting in .
lower conswmer prices, with the ultimate aim of easing the transi-
ticn to a free, uncontrolled milk market,

3, legialation to provide that the iiilk Cormission he com-
posed of three consumers, a milk preoducer, a milk dealer, and a
milk producer-dealer, .

4. Encouragement of farm cooperatives by assigning qualified
state agente to cooperatives aes consultants in management and mar-
keting techmiques,

5, Rigld enforeerent of the kaine potato branding law and
encouragement of private group action in the production and mar-~
keting of quality potato products,

JATER RESOQURCES

Noting the advances to date in stream classification and in
furtherance of the program to abate water pollution, the Democra~
tic Party favors:

1, Annual improvement of classification in every watershed
in the state to mssure progress in a continuing undertaking of
long~range activity, Ffuch improvement is to he consiatent with
the pollution problems confronted, the ctate of the technology
bearing upon the solution of the problems, the cost of corrective
measures and the resocurces available to meet that cort,
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2, Continuation of the Federal-State matching funds program
for the construction of sewage-disposal plants.

3. Stronger action than ever before in support of authoriza-
tion and appropriations for the construction of an economically
feasible Passamaquoddy project.

4, A program to attain the full development of the hydro-elec-
trical potential of our great river systems, with particular atten-
tion to the development of multi-purpore projects, having due re-
gard to the conservation of recreational resources,

SEA AND SHORE PFISHERILS

To further the growth of the commercial fishing industry as
a significant segment of our state's economy, the Democratic Party
recommends:

1. Continuation of the present vigorous program of preserva-
tion and restoration of clam flats.

2, Expansion of the marketing program for lohsters by the Sea
and Shore Fisheries Department.

3 Nore effective promotion of sea foods in state and out-~of-
state markets,

4, Increased federal appropriations for more adedquate Coast
Guard protection and for the improvement of harhors and navigation
facilities,

STATE P:RKS

We believe that the continued development of our parks and
recreation areas is essential if we are to meet the great demand
from Maine residents and visitors for opportunities to enjoy Maine's
unequalled scenic splendors and outdoor recreational opportunities.
This program should be implemented as rapidly as availarle funds
permit and rhould focus on the following two ohjectives:

l. Progrescive expansion of state parke and camp sites to pro-
vide attractive facilities in various parts of the state, so that
opportunities for outdoor recreation will be available to all,

2. Acquisition of land for additional park and camp site pur-
poses so that desirahle sites in appropriate locations are obtained
gsoon at reasonalle prices for current and future developments.

FPORESTS

In order to continue and strengthen our programs designed to
make the best possible use of our forests, prohaltly our greatest
natural resource, we recoruiend:

1. A comprehensive survey of the forest resources of the
State of kaine, to provide needed facts and figures concerning
forest lands, an appraisal of the tax potentialities of wildlands,
and information concerning the possihility of the development of
forest recreational areas,
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2. Continued expansion of the farm forestry service program
to provide guidance to woodland owners concerning good forestry
practices,

PUTLIC UTILITIES

The Democratic Party notes with satisfaction the revision of
the rate-making law to prevent inflated values entering into the
hare for utility rates.

In support of a further program to permit the puhlic utili-
ties of llaine to perform their duty to the puhlic successfully,
conristent with the household Tudget of every citizen and the com-
petitive position of industries in the “tate, we propore:

1., Legieslation to promote and encourage the organization of
non=-profit Power Districts qualified to ohtain low-interest, long-
range loans from the Federal Rural Electrification Administration
in areas where power is now unavailable.

2. Appropriote action to urge the retention of low-interest
rate loans to Rural Electrification Cooperatives and Power Dis-
tricts by the Rural Electrification Administration.

HIGHTAYS
The Democratic Party:

l. Endorses the proposition that a modernized and expanded
highway system, capalle of serving all areas of the ftate however
remote, coneistent with the magnitude of the highway program as
currently envisioned, is essential to the progress and prosperity
of Kaine.

2. Recognizes that implementation of the foregoing objective
demands realistic and prompt attention to the problems of addi-~
tional highwey financing.

3. Acknowledges that the results of the rtudy authorized and
required by the 98th Legislature are essential to intelligent
planning for this program.

4, Recornmends that additional revenue measures be such as
will equitably distribute the burden among higlway user groups in
accordance with the benefits which they derive from use of our
highwaye and that the results of such study he considered bhefore
definite conclusions in this respect are reached.

INPACT OF NATIOWAL ITSSUES

The Democratic Party specifically endorses the following
positions which result directly from the iumpact of national issues
upon the wneople of kaines
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1. Continuance, without dimlnution and indeed with expansion,
of Federal programs of proven value such ag urban renewal, school-
lunch, vocational training, public assistance, anti-pollution,
hospital construction, agricultural conservation tree planting,
rural electrification, and general aids to small htusiness.

2, Legislation to remove the burden of artificially high
cotton prices from the textile industry.

5. Strenghtening and making permanent the “mall Pusiness
Administration and enabling the SPA to provide additional tech-
nical and consulting persommel to community development organiza-
tions.

4, An effective wage=-producing program for areas hard hit by
changing technology, markets and foreign trade patterns.

5. Expansion of conservation reserve under the foil Pank to
include land which may not have been regularly used for crop pro=-
duction, thus stimulating needed reforestation.

6. Increased experiments in forest management and wood pro=-
ducts utilization.

7. A fair and workable national farm policy which does not
discriminate against non-support farm and noultry products or small
lMaine farms,

8. A more realistic Rural Development Program to develop more
fully the total resources of rural communities,

9. A greater effort to spread federal contracts among small
businesses and in depressed areas,

10, A Federal program of education assistance to meet the
long~standing need for aid for school construction under a form-
ula that recognizes average per caplta income as an important fac-
tor in determining need, and to provide for supplementary aid for
the liberal arts as well as for scientific education.

11, Extension of programs to provide adequate federal school-
ing in areas where Government installotions have overburdened
local facilities,

12, Establishment of adequate federal standardes for the
amount and duration of unemployment compensation benefits.

13. An expanded public works program geared to local needs,
such as public housing, rivers and harhors projects, schools and
putrlic bhuildings.

The Democratic Party is profoundly mindful of the national
economic recession and of ites impact upon the government, the peo-
ple and the resources of Maine, Most immediately the effect is
to create an uncertalnty regarding the revenues to be anticipa-~
ted from existing sources, It likewise is clear that the people
of Maine cannot he asked, in the near future, to bear hurdens of
increased taxation.

Under these circumstances, the Democratic Party points to
its record of progress and commits itself to a continuation of
progressive government for the benefit of all the people.
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In the light of our record, we bhelieve that the citizens of
Maine wlll have confidence that the Democratic Party will fulfill
the pledge it now renews:; to achieve, as quickly as possille and
asg effectively as the resurgence of our economy will allow, the
programs presented in this platform,
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YOUNG REPUSBLICAN'S PLATFORM (1952)

Maine Young Republicans adopted thls platform at thelr
convention here today:

Supporting a goal of a 100,000 Republican mejority for
Maine in 1952 to set the trend for a natlon-wlde Republican
victory in this crucial election, and believing that the
realization of thls goal demands a clear, concise, and positive
statement of policy,

We, the Young Republicans of Maine, in conventlion assembled,
hereby adopt the followlng statement of polilcy:

STATE &

1, Increaged efforts by a Republican administration
to encourage and assigt industries now operating in the state,

2. Increased efforts by every poseible means to attract
new Iindustry to the state.

3, Re-examination of the state sales tax by the next
legigla ture with special consideratlon to the possglbllity of
limiting the receipts to taxes actually collected, and a re-
congslderation of the resale provlsionsg,

4, Creation of a State Liquor Department under a single
administrative head,

5. Re-examinatlon by the next Legislature of the Fernald
Law to determine if any benefits might accrue to the State
through repeal,

6. A four-year term of office for governor, with limitation
that he may not succeed bhimgelf,

7. Annual leglslative sessions limited to ten weeks.

8. Endorsement of the proposed so-called "Little Hoover
Commigsion" study of the organization and administration of
state government,

9. Re~examinatlon by the senicr organization of our
party of statutes and customs relating to mrty structure on
state, county and municipal levels with the view of revitallz-
ing these elements into a more effective party organization,

NATIONAL;

1s Application of principles of general economy to cut
down @&ll unnecesgsary cost of government, working toward a
balanced budgete.

2. Ralsing the moral fibre of govermment through elimina=
tion of favoritism and graft.
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3. BExpression of at least as much concern for the economic~
ally depressed and underdeveloped areas of our own Country
as ls now being & own for simllar conditions abroad.

INTERNATIONAL:

A posltive foreign poelicy that recognlzes our position
of inescapable world leadershilp, our responsibilities to free
peoples everywhere, and the interdependence of the United
States and other free natlons,

Portland Sunday Tele gram, March 2, 1952
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REPUBLICAN PLATFORM (1954 )

It rteing the duty of a political party to proclalm to the
people ite baslec principies,ve, the Republicans of Malne,
assembled in convention in this centennial year of our party,
do adopt the following platform.

INTEENATICONAL AFFAIRS

We pledge our whole-hearted support to President Eisenhower
and his Republican Administraticn in the paramount effort to = -
attain a lagting peace in a free world., We endorse the filrm
Republican foreign policy which has btrought an armistice in
Korea, hay developed collective security in Europe, 1ls gilving
aild to Indochina, and 1s strengthening our tlegs with our South
American friends, Above all, this polilcy discards appeasement
and encourages the United States and its Allies to openly and
courageously fight the battle against Comnmunilsm.

NATTONAT, AFFATIRS

We also acclaim the leadership of President Eisenhower in
national affairs. We recognize hig achievement in eliminating
corruption in government, instituting economy and efflclency in
governmental expenditures, ending controls, reducling taxation
and maklng progress toward a balanced budget. We pledge our
support to the President's legislative program and emphasize the
vital importance of a Congreqq loyal to the President and
ready to cooperate in the objJectlves of his administration.

STATE AFFATIRS

State Constitution

We believe that the Malne House of Representatives should
be reapportioned in accordance with the Constltution and
Judicial decisions pertaining thereto,

We recognize that the arguments 1n favor of a limited four
year term for Governor warrant trilal by experience and therefore
we belileve that the Constltution should be amended to provide
thls change.

We commend the action of the Leglslature In initlating con-
stitutional amendwents that will grant to the Indians full
voting rights and that will adjust the munlclpal debt limitatim
to a realilsitig level, We believe that each of these questlons
should be affirmatively supported on the Septerber referendum
ballot,

Development

We believe that the industrlal developnent of Malne merits
equal attention with the advancement of our recreational
Interests. Our state government should press the study and
development of all of Malne's natural resources, notably the
state!'s mineral deposits, We commend our congressional
delegation 1In 1its svonsorship of the federal study of Passama-
quoddy tildal power projecta




(Rep. 1954) 17,

We pledge our actlve cooperation to those seeking broader
markets for Malne products by the unrelenting promotion of
Maine goodyg, services and facilities, We further pledge
support to legislaticn that will ald in the aggresslve develop=
ment of the expanding market for our products of gsea and shore.

We belleve that the struggle to free our waters from
pollution should continue. We hope that prompt and beneficilal
results will be obtained through cooperation among irdustries,
municlpalities, and the state, and we urge remedial leglgslation
whenever necessary to supplement cooperatlion.

AGRICULTURE

We favor voluntary producer groups, dedicated to improved
marketing and promotion of our agriculturgl crops. We belleve
a. succegaful agricultural economy must depend upon producer
Initiative, We commend the Eisenhower administration for its
stand against all Inflexibie price supports for products of
agriculture.

LABOR AND INDUSTRY

We commend both Maine'lébbr and industry for the part each
plays in continuing to gilve the State of NMalne the excellent
labor management relations for whicli 1t is noted,

We belleve that the Legislature should enact a falr labor
relations law and an equitable minimum wage law,

EDUCATION

We pledge our support to a comblned state and community
effort that will continue the present trend toward better
educational opportunities, We commend the progress made in the
construction of modern =schools and the substantial improvement
in teachers! salarles,

We promlse continulng legislatlve study of the allocations
of state funds for education so that dilstribution to communitles
may be made on the most eguitable basls,

INSTITUTIONS

We commend the successive leglislative steps that have
made subatantlal approprlations for the capltal needs of astate
institutions and we pledge an orderly program of plant
improvements.,

WELFARE

We belleve that the atate welfare program should be
expanded to include nrovislrnq for aid to the disabled,

HIGHWAYS

We pledge continuance of the accelerated hlghway con-
struction program, placing special emphasis on the needs of
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farm=-to-market and state ald roads. We favor continuatlion
of the enlarged town road improvement fund.

FINANCE

We are proud of the excellent financlal condition of the
state. Under successive Republican adminlstratlions the func-
tions of state government have been efflciently perforned and
always with balanced budgets. We "elieve that the general
gstate tax structure 1ls now adequate to support deslrahle gtate
services, We oppose any attempt, within and without the
Republican Party, to promise increased services and decreased
tazes, a policy that must lead to deficlt financlng in gtate
government,

CONCLUSION

The Republican Party commends Governor Cross and the meme
bers of his adminlstration for their efflclent and Industrlous
attention to affairs of the state,

While recognlzing that change 1s inherent 1n all insti»
tutions, we of the Republican Party do not advocate change
for the sake of change, nor do we belleve that long established
Instltutions should be 1lightly curtalled or abolished,

Portland Press Herald, April 15, 1954



19.

REPUBLICAN PLATFORM (1956)

1, STATEMENT OF REPUBLICAN FRINCIPLES,

The HEepublican Party of Mailne afflrms the following as
1ts basic principles:

l. Government exlsts to serve the people, not the people
to serve governwent; it follows that-

2, The freedom and welfare of the people are primary conw
cerng of governwrent. These objectives cannot be attalned
unless =

3o Freedom of opportunity and freedom of economic activity
are to be protected from unnecessary restrictions, interferences
or control of governmental authority. Only clear and convincing
evidence of the neces=ssity of governmental regulation justifies
its iwposition or continuatlon. The Party stands squarely
opposed to any form of totalitarianiesm, communiem, socialism,
or welfare state under whatever name such doctrine or system
may be disguised.

4, Those responesitilities, on the other hand, which have
been entrusted to civil authorities such ars education, the
highway system, the care of the aged, the mentally 1ll or
retarded, the handicapped, the underprivileged children and
proper law enforcement, should be the primary concerns of our
State and municipalities. Fach of these fields must be ade=
quately financed and completely staffed, and with full re-
cognition ¢f these dutiesg =

5. All governments should run efficlently, honestly and
economically. For current needs, the revenue from taxation
should equal appropriations, while appropriations must be limited
to such taxatlon as may be reasonably and equitably imposed
upon the taxpayers. As to future needs, bonded indebtednessg
should be connemsurate with the value to be receilved in the
years to come as well as limited by a justifiable method of
repayment,

6, It 1s the further responsibility of government to
maintain a sound currency and to protect its people from the
hidden theft of inflation.

7. It 1s the duty of the Party and its members to choose
ag candldates for public office, under whatever method the
choice 1s made, such men and women as are committed to the
foregoing principles and have proved themselves competent as
well as honest, courteous and sympathetic in the performance
of duty °.

2.AGRICULTURE,

On the national level we support the present administration
policles which are designed to promote a realistic balance
between markets and productive capaclty. Among these are:

l. Encouragement of foreign trade and investmente.-

2. Expanding the program of research to improve marketing,:
recuce costz and encourage new uses of ggricultural productse

3. Continuation of a program of flexible price supports.

4, To encourage and agsslst profucers to keep supplles in
balance with demand through the use of marketing quotas when
adopted by sald producers.
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On the state level we will support measures calling foér the
expansion of research projects designed to improve the marketing
of farm commodities, to reduce the cost of productlon, and
to seek new uses and increase utilization.

We commend the agricultural industries for their efforts
which broadened their markets and which have given Mailne
products new prestige among consumers., We will support the
-efforts of the potato industry to get a continuation, on a
-permanent basis, of the present diverslon program, and to have
this commodity included 1n any national support programe.

We recozgnize that dairy farming is a major segment of our
gtate's agricultural economy, that milk is an essentlal food,
and that supply and demand fluctuate greatly and are slow to
adjust to each other. We telieve the consequences to our dairy
farmers and to milk consumers of changing the existing system of
milk control are intricate and difficult to predict, Haaty and
111~considered acticn could be detrimental to all concerned,

We urge continued study by the legislative regearch
committee and by the milk commigslon itself of the complex
problems of supervision and control of the milk business.
Until such time as ample evidence indicates that a change in
the methods of milk control will provide lasting benefit to
dairy farmers and consumers, we nelieve no radical alterations
should be made.

& «EDUCATION.

Maine faces a continuing crisis in education. Only two-
thirds as many of all Maine's youth are going to college as
from the rest of the naticn. Our ranks of qualified teachers
are constantly raided by well-financed out-of-state school
agencies. We have Leen unable to attract enough young people
to enter the teaching profession. Despite the commendable
efforts of the local communities and the Maine School Building
Authority in enlarging and increasing school facilities, the
pressing need is still urgent with the peak load yet to come,

We cormend the actlon of the last legislature for initia-
ting the survey of educational c¢rganization and finance which is
being conducted by the Legislative Research Commilttee.

We recormend that the state substantially increase ita
contributions to the citles and towns through an equitable
formula.

We urge that the legislature and local communities
continue their efforts to bring Malne teachers! salaries into
g better competitive position with those of other states.

We recommend an immediate and extensive expansion of
facllities and adequate staffing of Teachers'! Colleges for the
double purpose of meeting the standards for accreditation and
attracting more young lMalne people to the teaching field,
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We urge an increased appropriation to the University of
Maine with the view ultimately of the lowering of tuition of
our Maine students,

We favor Federal Aid to education limited to ald to
school building construction only,

4,ELECTION LAWS.

The State's election laws are a patchwork enacted at
various timegs and scattered through the statute books,
These should be codified and clarified by removing incon=-
sistencies, consolidaiting and simbiifylng regulations so that
these vitally importamt rules may be easlly avalleble and
capable of belng understood by the public and election
officialse.

5. HIGHWAYS »

We commend the actions of the 97th Legislature where-
by =substantially increased avppropristions were mrade for the
rural highway needs of Maine,

We recognize the nsed for improved highways end believe
the state qhould taks advantage of &ll federal grant-in-aid
funds for highway construction during the next biennium.

We favor continuing the program of construction of
farm=-to~market roads, and the ald for town road improvement
wilthin the scope of finances available,

We are proud of the Malne Turnpike and its new extension,
We advocate immedlate studles of route and feasability of 1ts
extenslon,

We bellieve the State Highway Commission should continue
to authorize construction projects on the state highway system
and federal secondary system, based on need as determined by
continuous sufficiency rating studies,

We also recognize that adequate main highway construction
program must be continued and must be so Integrated as to
take full advantage of whatever may be the Federal Road Pro-
gram now before the Congresgs. Following positive Congressione
al actlon on this eggential legislation, we urge an immediate
speclal session of the leglslature to consider such timely
legislation as will insure the adequacy of state matching funds.

6 HICHNAY SATETY,.

We urge:

1. That the Citizens Committee on Highway Sefety be
made & permanent stending committees
2. That the driver training program be further

encouraged.



3, That additional state police be added to cope with
tlie ever~incregsing traffic on our highways.

7,INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPNENT

We commend the Republican Legislature for its part in
making possible the creation of the Department of Development
of InCustry and Commerce and urge that adequate funds be
approprlated to assure the accomplishment of its purposes.

We particularly urge the encouragement of opportunities in
Maine for the manufacture of equipment in connection wilth the
use of atomic energy.

We advocate the expansion of the geology division of this
department for the purpose of mineral exploration and develop-
ment,

8o INSTITUTIONS,

The proper and adequate care of our mentally 111l and
retarded 1ls a most solemn regponsibility of our statey the
adequate custody of criminals and the guidance of jJuvenile
delinquents is an undebatable dutys It is therefore recom-
mended that competent personnel in state-operated institutions
be increased, with salarieg sufficlent to guarantee their
tenure in office, Additional buildings and equipment are
necessary. For those who can heneflt by it, treatment and
rehablilitation must be recognized as of the greatest good both
to the individual and to our people as a whole.

9.LABOR,

We are proud of the excellent relations which exist
between labor and management, and urge upon all parties
concerned continuous cooperation to maintain and promote our
excellent labor-management relationse.

Defects or inequities which may exist in the Unemploy-
ment Compensation Law affecting either management or labor
should be carefully studied and such defects or inequities re=-
moved.,

We recognize the fundamental justice inherent in the
principle of the minimum wage and endorse it without
reservation,

The attachment or trusteeing of wages has been employed
by the unscrupulous in such a manner as to requlre restrictions
on its application. The Party records itself ag favoring the
use of the trustee process as to wages only after judgment
has been rendered.

10,0UR OLDER CITIZENS,

Every possible consideration should be given to the aged
We favor a continuation of the work of the present Committee on
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Aging and recommend 1its report to the legislature as a basgis
for a program for furthering the welfare of our older citizens,
We favor the removal of the present citizenship requirement
for old age agsistance, thebeby only limiting such assigtance
to aliens with filve-gear residence who otherwise qualify,

11,PARKS AND RECREATICN AREAS,

We view the provision and malntenance of adequate
atate parks, camping =ites, picnicking areas and other
recreational facilities as egsential to both the enhance-
ment of the tourist industry of Maine and the well-being of
our own citlzens,

We do honor to former Governor caxter for hls great
generosity in giving the state about 200,000 acres of land for
Baxter State Park at Mount Katahdin, and algo commend the
legislaturs for establishing other State Parks, We belleve
that additional camping and plcnicking facilities should
be established in the Moosehead and Rangeley regions, and
that the existing gacllities of Songo and Reid State Parks
should be expanded. We also suggest that a major ocean-side
state park with a full range of recreational facilities in the
vicinity of the large population centers of southwestern
Maine be egtablished as soon as conveniently possible and
believe that asequate provision should be made at state ex~
pense for ths highway approaches to and police protection
for such a park 1n order fo impose a minimum of burden upon
the town or towns involved.

12, PASSANAQUODDY o

We commend our congressional delegation on their long
and faithful work in bringing about the Passamaquoddy re-
search, We urge the early commencement of the necessary
studies.,

13.PUBLIC UTILITIES.

Probably no state agency exerclses as great power in
economic matters involving all cltizens of Malne as the
Public Utilities Commission which regulates the electric
and telephons companies, bus lines, motor carriers, express
companies, water districts and companies, gas companies, and
in certain respects the railvroads. Practically all problems
concerning public utllities can be solved by adequate,
competent personnel in the Public Utilitles Commlission with
salaries commensurate with 1ts functions to administer our
exlsting utility lawg efficiently and equitably, The
controlling objective of our state's administration should
be to obtain for service as members of the Commission the
ablest and best qualified persons avallable, regardless of
Party, and the Legislature should make available to the
Commigsion a subgtantial increase in funds to employ
additional *rained and competent rate englineers, accountants,
attorneys, and other technical staff,
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14,SEA AND SHORE FISHERIES.

We recognilze the vital importance of the fishing industry.
The Legislative Research Committee is now studying the subject
of sea and shore ficheries., We recommend the continuance of
the study, and that the committee report receive serilous
consideration,

(a) We reaffirm the basilc traditional Republican prin-
ciples of economy as well as efficlency in government de-
clared in our declaration of principles. Every effort should »
be made to accomplish these objectives,

(b) We believe that urging increased expenditures for
purposes vital to citizens of the state, while refusing
to recognize that revenue will be required to pay for such
promised benefits, 1s not keeping falth with the people.

(c) We recognize that home and property owners in the
towns and cities cannot bear the burden of a state imposed
property tax.

(d) The Republican Party firmly opposes adding an income
tax to the saled tax. Such dual taxation would be expensilve
to operate, unduly burdensome, amd detrimental to the
industrial development which we are seekinge.

16 ,FOLLUTION,

We commend the Water Improvement Commission for the
progress made to date 1n classifying over one-half the water~
ways of Maine, It 1is recognized that stream pollution 1s =
problem affecting our citizens throughout the state, and that
abatement may place undue financlal burdens on both municipal-
itles and industry. We urge (1) that a State Fund be created
whereby a fixed portion of abatement costs to municlpalities
be borne by the state, (2) that the present program of
clagsificaticn of the remalning waters which ls well under
way be promptly completed; and (3) that a sound up~grading
program be carried out con31qtent with publie interest, the
maintenance of our Iindustries, and the physical and financilal
ability of our towns and clties,

17,CONSTITUTIONAL PROLLENS,

We believe that a mumber of constitutional issues under
current discussicn are worthy of the mature and intensive
conelderation which a constltutional convention could glve
them, free from the burdens and pressures of a leglslative
session,

At present there exlists a grave legal doubt as to whether
our State Constitution can be valldly amended by the con=
vention method. Although the legislature 1s expressly given
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the power to call a constituticnal conventlon, the State
Constitution does not indicate what procedure should be followed
for adopting the resolutlons of such a conventlon. For thils
reason, we believe our State Constitution should be clarified

ag gsoon as posslble by:

(1) Providing that the legilslature may call a constitu-
tilonal conventioan to conslder gpeclfic proposed revisions, and
(2) Further providing, in order that the people of the
state shall have the right to make the final declsions, that
the propcszls made by the eonstitutional convention shall
be submitted directly to the people for ratification 1n the
same manner as proposals made by the legislature.

After adoption of the clarifying amendment, we urge the
leglislature at its next session to call a constitutional
convention for the purnose of glving consideratlon to amending
the document in respect to the followlng issues, among others,
which have recurred during the past ceveral leglslatilve
gegsiong:

(1) The length of the governor's term of office and his
eligibility for reelection;

(2) The creation of the office of Lieutenant Governorg

(3) The length of the state sernatorial term and the
question of over-layping memnbership;

(4) The Governor's Council and method of choosing its
membership;

(5) The frequency of sessions of the legislature and its
dutles when such sessions should be convened;

(6) Other changes in the leglslative branch such as the
size of the House of Representatives and the opening date of
leglislative sesslonsg

(7) The method of choosing the Judge of the Probate Court,
the Clerk of Courts, the Register of Deeds, and the Reglster
of Probate;

(8) The advisability of a domestie relatlions court, elther
as an Independent court or combkined with the Probate Court;

(9) Problems concerning legislative reapportionments;

(10) Changing the voting ages

18, EISENHOWER ADNMINTISTRATION,

We the Republicans of laine, whole~heartedly commend our
President, Dwight D, Eilsenhower, as one of the very great chilef
executlves in our natlon's history. His keen insight and human.
understanding have been a source of strength to hls country as
well as of comfort to his fellow citlizens during a perilous and
trying pericd and have resulted 1n unprecedented economic
progress. We endorse him as the Party's candidate for the
presidency and pledge him our full support both in the state
and national electlons.
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REPUPLICAL PLATFORI, (1958)

1, STATELENT OF REPUTLICAN PRINCIPLE:

Vle believe that the greatest benefit Government can provide
ie freedom and opportunity for its citizens to prosper by their
own efforts,

Vle believe that the ability of the State to perform adequately
these and other legitimate functions is depvendent upon the pros=-
perity of the citizens.

We therefore reject any concept of Government which promises
everything for everybody and in the final analysis is detrimental
to all,

We pledge honest, efficient government with a minimum of cost
and interference in the lives of our citizens, and with increased
opportunities for all.

2. ADMINISTRATION AND ELECTION REFORIL:

To the end that our State Government function more efficiently,
we favor:

a. Consolidation or reorganization of Departments where it
will achieve that objective,
b. Less Federal and State control over the lives of our citi-

Zens.
c. The certification of Primary Nomination Papers by Town
Clerks,

5., EDUCATION:
To improve the Educational System in liaine, we recommend:

a. State Scholarships for deserving students with exceptional
aptitudes.

b. More attention to Education for the lientally Retarded.

c. Increased opportunities for Vocational Training.

d. Continued improvemsnt in the methods and Courses in our
puhlic schools with emphasis on the exceptional child,

e. Fully accredited Teachers' Colleges,

f. Continued expansion of the facilities of our State Uni-
versity.

4, BIGHMTAYS AND NIGHAY SAFETY:

In order that Highway construction and Sfafety keep pace with
the increased importance of Highway Use, we recommend:

aes Continuvation of scientific Highway Planning lMethods.

be Acceleration of the Highway Safety Programn.

ce Expand student driver training programs.

d. Enhancement of natural highway beauty by improved bill-
hoard legislation.
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5. ACRICUIAURE:

To lmprove the position of agriculture in Faine, we recoriiehd :

a, Contimied State assistance for researgh, management and
marketing.

te Imeouragement of rethode for procesaing and merketing
farr: producte,

¢. The eliuination of Potato Futures Tradiag,

6. STA AMD SHORE FISfIEBRILS:

To further the prosperity of our coastal citizens, we recom=
mend ; '

a, Divipion of Fisheries withln the Departuent of Econonic
Develomment for cnoourazement and assistance to the l'aine Fishe
ing Induatry.

b, The inteneification ef reeding programs,

c. Equitable quotas for the importation of lobsters,

d. That regulatory e¢lam righte de granted hy the Comrmissioner
in towns which participate in approved eonservation measures.

7. LAPOR AND LECONOMIC DTVELOP ENT:

Recognizing that the State'!s prosperity and the welfare of
its workers depends upon free enterprise which provides the live«
ood of our citizens, and creates our tax dollars, we urge that
every effort he made to inBure full employment., To that end we
recorrend ¢

a, Increased assistante bty the Department of Economic Develop-
ment for existing laine Pusiness and Industry in addition to effarts
to attract new industry.

b, Local cooperation with the PFederal CGovernment in the field
of adult education and on-the-job training orogram to increase the
earning capacities of lhaine workers and provide hisher standards

of liV1n%

C, eglslatlon he enacted to prevent the upfalr exploitations
of skilled or unskilled lahor in this State.,

+ Inereased Vacation Travel advertising. .

e, That the advantage: &€ the Industrial Fuilding Authority
be further promoted, and that it he given the right to zuarantee
loane for industrial park sites,

f+ Gontinuance and extension of the present cooperation he-
tween the ftate and Municipalities in the fields of planning,
zoning and urban Renewal,

g« A survey of the effect that the St, lawrence 'aterway
will have on the econony of Vaine.
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8, FOREST AKD SOIL CONSERVATION:

Relieving that full and wilse use of our Natural Resources
will bring the greatest tenefit to our citizens, we subseribe to
the following policies:

a. Encourage increased participation by land owners and farm=
ers in the activities of soil conservation Districts,

b. Vie commend the growth of the "Tree Farm" movement in
Maine, and urge early completion of the Malne Forest Resources
Survey by the United States Forest Service.

9., YATLR CONSERVATION:

Believing that a continuation of our present system of Viater
conservation which has resulted in the classifilcation of approxi-
mately 90% of our Inland VWaterways is in the best interests of
Maine, we recommend:

s That classification of all waters be completed as rapidly
as possible,

be That upgrading and lmprovement of water conditions be
accompllished wherever feasibhle.

¢e. That increased funds be made avallahle for aid to munici-
palities for the survey and planning of sewerage systems,

de. Continuation of the existing system of Federal-State aid
to municipalities for sanitary construction,

10, HEALTH, 'ELFARE AND INSTITUTIONS:

Recognizing the ohligation which we owe to the less fortunate,
we believe that the followlng efforts be stressed:

a. Improvement of the Aid to Dependent Children Program,

be. Increased assistance to the elderly.

ce Ald to private hospitals to care for persons unable to
defray their own expenses,

d. Establishment of a Youth Service Foard to handle Juvenile
Delinquents,

e, Additional support for State Institutions where necessary,

f. Increased emphasis on Rehahilitation Programs at Pendal
Institutions.

ge. An exhaustive study and revision of all laws relating to
juveniles., |

11. TAXATION:

ie firmly believe that there should he no increase in taxation
under present economic conditions., The foregoing recommendations
whieh require financial appropriations must be tewpered with cau=-
tion. Such services must be limited in scope to fall within
existing revenues, or additional economles in State Government
must be achieved.



