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Attachment 6

Red E. Fox makes an appearance at Cushing

Community School
By Fletcher Smith

Shprinter-Friendly Format
d ur commen iss

CUSHING (Oct 7, 2003): Last week, a fox was loose in the halls of the Cushing Community
School.
Luckily, it was only Red E. Fox -- America's newest 9-1-1 superhero.

The seven-foot, red and white mascot teaches kids the proper way to use the 9-1-1 service
and he made a well-received appearance for Beth Vickery's kindergarten and Carol Moss'

first-grade class.

Sandi Freeman asks Red E. Fox to show her young audience how
to dial 9-1-1. (Photos by Fletcher Smith)

In all actuality, Red E. Fox is Knox County Dispatcher Bob Coombs. Co-workers Sandi
Freeman and Melissa Ribar complete Coombs' entourage.

At Tuesday's presentation, Freeman stood before a group of young children and in the most
patient manner possible, explained when to call, when not to call and what to do when the
9-1-1 dispatcher comes on the phone.

Maost importantly, Freeman tried to help the children recognize what constitutes a real
emergency. i

"If you stub your toe at home is that an emergency?" Freeman asked the children.
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Raven Meklin's and Nicholas Killeran's eyes lit up when Red E.
Fox came in the room.

A little girl in pink raised her hand and waved wildly.
"That isn't an emergency," she said proudly.

Freeman said most of the kids already know a lot about calling 9-1-1, but public education
for the younger ones helps reinforce what they learn at home and in school.

Before Red E. Fox made his appearance, Freeman showed the children a videotape called
- the "Great 9-1-1 Adventure."

The cast of the adventure is made up of Red E. Fox, four puppet children, Wally Weasel, a
Hollywood quiz show producer, and two talking telephones, Whirley and Buttons.

In the video, the children visit Telephone University Professor Whirley, a rotary phone with a
white beard, who gives a lesson on dialing 9-1-1 on an older-type phone. Professor Buttons,
a push-button phone with a California-esque accent, showed kids how to dial with a more
modern phone.
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Red E. Fox was ready for a hug from his biggest fans.

The team behind the production of the video predicted children ages four through seven
would be captivated by the on-screen adventure.

Seven-time Emmy winner Tony Urbano Productions produced the video and Gary Powell,
who has original scores such as "The Little Mermaid," "Aladdin" and "The Lion King" under
his belt, wrote the score.

Aside from these credentials, what really impressed the kids was when Red E. Fox came
through the door for a personal appearance.

He couldn't talk, but having him there in the school after seeing him in the video made the
kids' day.

"The kids really love Red E. Fox and this presentation is such a good way to teach them
about a service that could save their lives or the lives of someone they love," said Freeman.
"It shows them what to do and say in case they are alone or frightened."

** Reprinted from the Rockland Village Soup
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