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We, the remaining members of the Liquor Research Commission without a 
chairman, having met by mutual consent, present this report to the 96th 
Legislature to inform you concerning the present status of tliat Con:rrrission 
and of the prograin entrusted to us. 

'Ne report in this irregular fashion because we have no chairman 
through whom we can report. The resignation of our chairman was accepted 
recently by Governor Cross, but for many months prior ,1e have been without 
leadership. It is not our design to cri tize ou1' chair,1Ian. During the life 
of the CoITunission up to within a year, he gave us vigorous and effective 
leadership. Under his able direction ·;rn made our re1Jort to the last 
Legislature which brought uniform c0mmendation and a sufficient appropriation 
to initiate our program. 'Ne have nothing but appreciation for the leadership 
whi c:1 he gave o 

Out of fairness to the rest of the Commission, htiwever, we ';1ould state 
simply that despite the vote of the Co;mnission to .meet rconthly, and the 
mandate of the lm7 that 'ae must meet t,·;ice annually, we have met but once, 
November 28, 1951, since tl1e last Biennium. Individu3.lly '.78 hffrn attemptr::d to 
act, but without the call of tte chairman y:e could neither meet nor function. 
By ,,hose design or lack r,f interest that failure earae about, whether of the 
chairman or of soE1e superior, we do not kno\,. One or anothe:e of us 3-ttempted 
to get aetion both by an appeal to tl1e chair:nan and by an appeal to Governor 
Payne, but without result. The reeord is that upon the action of the last 
Legislature '/le met, sketched a pltm of actjon as ambitious as our 
appropriation perrni tted, entrusted the execution of our J)rogram to the chair
man and adjourned to meet monthly. 7{e have not been ealled together since. 

At our one official meeting we did outline a progra'll which ·,7e present 
as evidence of our good faith in undertaking the work of the Comnd.ssioD. 

MEETHJGS 
1) ·Ne were to meet monthly, at the call of the chairman. de were to enwloy 
secretari':1.l help as needed but not to seek the services of a full time 
executive. 

RADIO PROGRAivJS 

2) 'Ne ratified the purchase by our chairman of the recorded brondcasts, 
Tl1e Lonesome Road, ilhich dramatize the problem of the alcoholic, and ;nade 
those recordings available to the several radio stations of our state. '.I1hey 
have been used as sustaining progrm;i_s iii thout furt:wr cost to the state and 
have been TTell received. 

COliFERENCE 

3) 'Ne projected a Conference on Alcoholism, after a fashion found effective 
in I1assachusetts and elsei1here, to bring the problems of alcoholism into 
the purview of professional men of all sorts ,;:1ho deal with some phase of the 
problem: doctors, la;01yers, clergyman, educators, social ,,1orlrnrs, and the like. 
Arrangencents for location and leadership ,,vere entered into but at some point 
-,,i thout consul ting the Cormnission the chairman dropped the matter. 

EDUCATION 

4) :Te voted to ask, the Department of Education to designate one of its members 
to be our liaison, to go at our expense to a session of the Yale SlliJlffier School 
of Alcohol Studies, and subsequently to work out \Ji th us a proper method by 
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which alcohol education could be added to the curriculum both of teacher 1 s 
colleges and of public schools. It v1as to b'e our controlling principle that 
such information would be presented as factual material concerning alcohol, 
and not as propaganda concerning,the desirability of its use. 

REHABILITATION 

4) Recognizins the tremendous expense involved in any I adeg_uate 1irograi;1 for 
the rehabilitation of al'coholics, ;ve proposed to make a :modest start at the 
point -,-,here we could show the greatest return for the least expenditure 1 and 
to expand our proe:r&il as fast as it corunended itself to the public. Our first 
move was to be to establish several "Information Centersll -,-,here in conjunction 
with existing groups and agencies dealing -,,i th alcoholics \iJe could make 
available the most up to date helpful information to those concerned. Such 
centers have already prov1:m their -aorth in other states. Thereafter we -,,ere 
to ex~olore the feasibility of establishing out-patient clinics attac:1.ed to 
existj ng general hos:pi tals, one or more L1-naticnt clinics for extended 
treatment of critic8.l cases, and eventually of some such place of modified 
de_ tention and reh3.bili tat ion for chronic c:=1Ses as an n Alcoholic :?arm" o 

Knowing that the e:x:-_pense of any such ventures 'c7aS prohi bi ti ve o~-i our 
appropriation it was to have been our strategy to bu prepared for further 
recommendation to this Session of the Legislature for the extension of the 
progra'll. We regret that v,e are not prepared to do so. 

We have sketched briefly for you the projects ',;hi ch we set up in good 
1 

faith, and the reason why no more has bee11 accomplished,. We would point out 
that al though by reason of our inaction ''78 are deliEquent, we were not ,1s.steful 0 

and with the appropriation nearly intact we lack only a chairman to throv1 our 
program into gear. Unless our appropriation is YJi thdra'iJD or a chair:~1an not 
forthcoming every step in our carefull~' laid program can be pursued according 
to plan. J1ven those .vho ~1.a.ve been most critical of our inactivity have 
surveyed our proposals and pronounced thern excellent. 

Having made our report 'iJe are moved to add a state,nent concerning the 
continuance of this program. Tlrnre is a bill before you to abolish this 
Commission and to refer the problem of alcoholism to the Departaent of 
Health and Welfare for appropriate action. (LD 237 • HP 206) That bill is 
sponsored by those ',1ho are impatient to get action. We have no g_uarrel ,Ji th 
their impatience and readily admit that their criticisms are just. ':le are 
gui te as anxious as they to get action, and if '.78 were convinced that the 
solution 1ahi ch they suggest nere the proper one we 1aould gracefully ·,1i thdrmv. 
Instead, because of our conviction that their proposal is no adequate solution, 
we place ourselves in the embarrassing position of asking the Legislature not 
to accede to their request, for these reasons: 
1) The proposal before you to abolish the Commission ,,ill lose to the state 
the services of a group of citizens who have gone to some lengths to become 
informed in this area and are desirj_ous of using the informa.tion gathered for 
the welfare of the 3tate. We served on this Commission for t,;10 years without 
funds except those raised by our chairman from private sources. The per diem 
allotment written L1to the present la1,-; was over our protest and is of no 
moment to us. All YJe have asked for ourselves is the opportunity to serve the 
State. 
2) The proposal before you has selected one aspect only of the total problem, 
that of the health problem of alcoholism, as the nnly significant item of our 
11ork for continuance, without reference to the equally important aspects of 
education and researcl1a 
J) The proposal before you allocates a problem to a department of State 11,hich 
has neither the desire nor the personnel to initiate such a program, without 



defining its task nor designating its procedure. To us that looks like 
burying a _prograL1 rather than activating it. 
li) The proposal before you would place 0.-Ji thin one dei)artment of Cta tc 
that 1v~1ich must eventually integrate s1i th several departments if it is 
to lJrove effective. Experience may demonstrate what final disposition 
this progra:n may have among the orderly departments of stato government 
but it is our contention that until its functioning has matured to the 
point v,Lere its scope is clearly defL,ed this .i:_;rogram need,s tl1e consto.:1t 
interest and guiding direction of a ci tizeri.s com:1i ttee concerned o.bout 
the total program. 

You are m7are tlnt for our Com11ission to cor:tinue reQ_uires no 
legislative action. Our ap11ropriation is nnde c1nd remains unless you 
act to ,7i thdraw it. Our interest is as l~een as ever and our concern to 
act quite as great. In conference •.7i th the gmrernor vrn have been assured 
of his interest to get a co:npetent chainnan, G.nd of 11is concurrence in 
our present judgmer1t that we niust procure a full tilae e:cecuti ve director 
to expedite our plans• 'Ve _protest that ·ui thin the scope of our }Jrogram 
and under the guidance of our interest there is n1ore prm;rise of effective 
action in this area, than in the bill LD 237, HP 206, or ill any siL1ilar 
proposal*. 

Respectfully submitted, 
1/:r. ,fillia;:11 T. lvlaybury 
Rev. Jean P. Cossette 
.dli ss Lucia !I. Con:ri er 
Mrs. ,~gnes F. Gibbs 
lfJr. C. Freeman Olsen 
Rev. Ellis J. Holt 

*(It is our anderstanding that since this report ·w:ts .r::repared another 
1Jropos:1l similar to LD2J7, H.?206, lns been subini tted ,,,hi ch "iJe have 
not had opportunity to study.) 




