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Married women gain rights to their dowry, contracts, & commerce equal to unmarried women.

Married women gain some property rights – expanded in 1852.

First known instance of Maine legislature being asked to consider suffrage.

Suffragists petition Maine legislature for suffrage. 

Maine Legislature considers first woman suffrage bill.

Congress passes the Comstock Act making it illegal to advertise or sell birth control.

Married women gain right to prosecute and defend lawsuits apart from husbands. 

Women gain right to serve as superintendent or supervisor of schools.

Age of "Protection" for girls from rape/sexual assault raised from 10 to 13; raised to 14 in 1889; 16 in

1897.

Women gain right to practice of law; control their bank accounts; serve as registrars of probate.

Married women 21+ gain right to act as guardians without husband’s consent.

Married woman/widows gain right to dispose of property by will.

Most women win voting rights through ratification of the 19th Amendment.

The Maine Supreme Judicial Court rules women may be elected to any office.

Federal Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) first introduced into Congress.

FDA approves oral contraceptives.

Congress passes Equal Pay Act, promising equal pay regardless of race, color, religion, national

origin, or sex of the worker.

US Supreme Court rules in Griswold v. Connecticut that birth control cannot be withheld from

married couples.

Congress passes Title IX, Prohibition of Sex DiscriminationUS Supreme Court rules birth control

cannot be withheld from unmarried couples.

US Supreme Court Roe v. Wade decision legalizes abortion Supreme Court bans sex-segregated

“help wanted” ads.

US Supreme Court decides Carey v. Population Services International, invalidating bans on

advertising birth control.

Maine voters defeat a Maine Equal Rights Amendment (this is still not ratified).

Maine elects first woman Governor, Janet Mills.

 
Note: This is a very high-level timeline that is intended to illustrate how long it took for women to win voting
and other rights in Maine, through either state or federal action.
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