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Where we are, continued
•	 In the 126th and 127th Legislatures, policy makers took action to make nonconsensual distribution of 

sexually explicit images illegal. Victims now also have the ability to seek a protection from abuse order 
when someone threatens to share their private images.

What Maine can do
•	 Continue to pursue policies that reduce serious risk for victims and hold offenders accountable.  

•	 Continue to pursue policies that will help victims of domestic and sexual violence, human trafficking, and 
stalking gain and maintain safe, affordable housing, including extending the protections provided through 
the federal Violence Against Women Act to private rental housing, and funding immediate and transitional 
housing for individuals experiencing substance abuse and complex trauma, such as human trafficking 
victims. 

•	 Amend our laws to make it possible for Wabanaki Tribes to hold accountable non-Native offenders of 
domestic and sexual violence who commit crimes on their lands.  

•	 Ensure that Maine’s public safety net programs, which play such an important role for victims of violence, 
are funded. This includes ensuring ongoing General Assistance support for New Mainers who are 
significantly more likely than not to have experienced rape and relationship violence.

The Commission applauds lawmakers for finding ways to work together to increase safety for victims of 
violence and accountability for offenders. For more in-depth analysis of the health issues related to Maine 
women and girls, please refer to the Commission’s 2015 Report.
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What we can do, continued
•	 Ensure that people who rely on MaineCare for their health insurance also have access to dental coverage, 

not currently covered under MaineCare. 

•	 Ensure that no person in need of medical attention, including the full range of reproductive, dental 
and behavioral health services, is unable to attain it due to cost or resulting debt, or lack of geographic 
access. 

•	 Provide coverage for all reproductive health services, including abortion, through MaineCare.

For more in-depth analysis of the health issues related to Maine women and girls, please refer to the 
Commission’s 2015 Report.
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