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being torn down or left to deteriorate. Civic buildings, schools, and housing are being
pushed out of built-up areas, replaced if at all by new structures in formerly rural places.
Maine needs to make sustained investments to protect its authentic built environment,
where it is, and on which its Quality of Place depends.

5. Adopt a Strong State Community Preservation and Development Policy

The Council recommends that Maine state policymakers embrace a strong policy
statement supporting Maine’s historic downtowns and built environment as a cornerstone
of Maine’s Quality of Place. Development policies across all state departments and
independent state agencies must be aligned to support protection of this community
heritage and downtown redevelopment effort. ‘

6. Provide Communities with Development Assistance

Maine needs a continuum of services to support the built environment and heritage of our
communities. These services must include the present Main Street Maine program, a
versatile small communities program, and basic community and downtown revitalization
technical assistance.

The Council recommends that the State Planning Office, in collaboration with other
appropriate agencies, evaluate program and service delivery for downtown
redevelopment; and recommend to the next Legislature options to support both Main
Street Maine and non-Main Street Maine program communities, including both service
centers and localities without the resources to commit to this program.

7. Enhance Historic Preservation Tools

Maine’s wealth of domestic, civic, commercial, and industrial architecture is unsurpassed
in the nation, an irreplaceable asset. The Council strongly:

e Supports the Act To Amend the Credit for
Rehabilitation of Historic Properties (LD 262)
to make historic rehabilitation projects
economically feasible, recognizing that an
acceptable funding method must be found.

e Supports the recommendations of the Resolve
46 steering committee to implement uniform
building codes in a way that encourages
downtown redevelopment and rehabilitation of
historic structures, while maintaining building
quality and safety.

o Urges the State Planning Office to develop a
model “form-based” mixed use zoning code
that municipalities may adopt to support
development in downtowns and built-up areas.

Demolition of Unian Station, Portland
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several agencies’ commitment to devolving authority and block grants. There is a
division of opinion on the Council about how to proceed in this matter. On the one hand,
there is preference for using the State Council proposed in Recommendation 12 above to
achieve these essential goals. Others believe that nothing less is required than
consolidation of all appropriate Quality of Place-related functions within a single state
agency; and where not appropriate because of size or mission, related agencies must be
brought into close coordination through membership on the State Quality of Place
Council.

15. Workforce Development: Align Maine’s Workforce Development System and
Programs with Quality of Place Opportunities

Maine’s Quality of Place supports a broad range of Maine workers — from fishermen
and guides who rely on the integrity of our natural environment, to manufacturers and
retailers of our reputable quality products, to restaurant and hotel owners who serve our
seasonal visitors to Maine’s attractions. Yet, while all Maine residents may enjoy our
Quality of Place, not all are able to benefit from its economic value and opportunity. The
skills needed to turn Quality of Place into a livable wage are different from those valued
by an economy based on natural resource extraction and traditional manufacturing. All
Maine workers must have access to the education and training needed to turn their skills
and Maine's Quality of Place into a secure and sustainable living.

The Council urges that the Chancellor of the University of Maine System and the
President of the Maine Community College System, with help from the State Planning
Office and Department of Labor, examine their present programs and offerings and make
recommendations to the next Legislature that will assure our public universities,
community colleges, vocational schools, and adult education are effectively aligned with
today's Quality of Place job opportunities.

Concerns & Next Steps

The Council wishes to express these other concerns at this time:

Access to Private Lands. As indicated above, the Council is concerned about the
growing costs to private landowners of traditional public access to their lands, and the
fact that none of the economic benefits of access accrue to them. The Council intends to
study this matter and report at a later time.

Transportation Planning and Funding. If access is critical to Maine’s Quality of
Place, the State’s road and bridge network and its adequate funding are integral to the
asset-based development strategy. As Maine grows, failure to address the mobility needs
of its population will lead to rapid increases in congestion and time on our highways, a
major detriment to Quality of Place in other parts of the country and a potential major
drag on the State’s economy. In addition, land use is driven by transportation, and the
utmost care must be taken to assure that transportation planning and investment align
with Quality of Place goals and objectives.
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