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PAUl. H. LEPAGE 

GOVEHNOH . 

STA TE O F M A I N E 

OFF I c.e or TilE GOVEI( N OIt 

I STATE H OU SE STAT I ON 

AUGUSTA , t\ IAI N E 

04333-0001 

Dear Member of the 128,h Legislatme: 

Februluy 13, 2018 

For the past seven years as Governor, my priority has been to make Maine - our people - prosper. 
H elping Mainer's keep more money in their det by reducing taxes has been part of that mission, 

Too many Maine families are facing skyrocketing property taxes that strain household budgets. Om 
elderly on fixed incomes are particularly vulnerable to these ina'eases. Sd1001 budgets are often 
blamed for annual ina'eases in property taxes. But there's another reason. A tremendous an10w1t of 
land and property value has been tal(en off the tax rolls, leaving homeowners to pick up the tab. 

As of 2016, towns and cities owned land and buildings valued at nearly $5.5 billion statevvide. Large 
and wealthy non-profits, sud1 as hospitals and colleges, often escape paying property taxes on their 
vast real estate holdings - totaling an additional $5.1 billion statevvide, Propelty tax exemptions 
within municipalities total more than $18 billion - shifting over $330 million in property taxes to 
local homeowners. 

In Maine, over 4 million aa'es of land have been set aside for conservation by the federal and state 
governments and non-profit organizatiOns, induding land trusts, restricting an area the size of 
Aroostook COlmty from development. In 1993, about 35,800 aGes of land 'Were dOClunented as 
land-trust o'Wned. That number has ina'eased by an astonishing 1,230 pel'cent. Land trusts now 
control over 476,000 acres with an estin1ated value of $390 million, 

O n the following pages, you will see what that tax shift looks like by to'Wn, and by categOIY. I 
encourage you to ask municipal officials in your districts how much land has been tal(en off the tax 
ro lls, as well as how mud1 in tax revenue that land would have been contributing today to offset 
property taxes. 

It's time to recognize the results of tal(iog propeltyoff the tax rolls and identify solutions to reduce 
the burden on ow' homeowners. We must restore the balance. 

Sincerely, 

?-.~.I.P"'f$ 
Paul R. LePage 
Governor 

PHON E, (207)287-3531 (\lo;ce) 88B-577-6690 (TTY) FAX, (207)287-1034 



        

 

 
 

    

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

    
     

   
  

  

 

  
   

   

 
 

              
      



 

 

  

     
     

    

   

   

   

  
  

 

 
  

     
   

    

 

  

   

   
   

   

 

     
 

 

  

 

 

  

 

             
              

            
              

           
              

               
                 



The State of Maine's Total COffie1VationLands 
4,098,954 acres* 

The State of Connecticut 
3547,731 acres 

Aroostook COlmty 
4,370560 acres 

Putting land into conselvation permanently restricts tIlls land from being developed in the futme 
and shifts the tax burden to local property taxIYdYel'S, Despite being a state proud of its home rule 
tradition, local residents do not have a vote on these permanent restrictions. For comparison, the 
total land area restricted by land conselvation (fedel'a1, state, and private) is now greatel' than the 
total land area of state of Connecticut and is almost equivelant to prohibiting the entirety of 
Aroostook County from development. 

• Raw lljXm self-reported data from federal. ~ale ,mel private organizations. 



           

              
             

                 
                

                  
                 
      

              
  

 
  

 

 

 
      

 
    

 

  
 

 
     

        

 

  

 

       

 

    
 

 

 
 

      

                    
                

                       
      

   
   



                 
             

       

     
  

   
   

     
    

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
 

     
 

  

 
 

 

 

                  
                  
              

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

          
                         

      



                 
                
                

               

       

 
 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

   

             

        

       

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

   
     



         

                
                  

              
          
           

             
           

                   
               

              
              

               
  

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

  



 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



  

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 





 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

                          
                 




