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What Trade Means to Maine

Sources: WISERTrade and “How Maine’s Economy benefits from International Trade & Investment” report
from Business Roundtable.















Programs & Events

Throughout the year, MITC holds trade education programs.
Content is developed to address current topics of importance
and highest need for Maine businesses based on trends in trade
assistance requests, business survey responses, and expert in-
put on emerging markets. In addition, MITC collaborates with
other organizations across the state to co-host seminars on
topics of common interest whenever possible. This year's trade
education programs included: India Market Briefing (webinar);
International Business Forum: Attracting Investment & Workers;
E-commerce Forum; Mastering Export Compliance: What You
Don't Know Can Hurt You; and Introduction to NAFTA Training.

In May, the 37th annual Maine International Trade Day was held at the Cross Insurance Center in Bangor. The theme for
Trade Day 2017 was “Charting a Course in the Changing EU,” and the event featured a keynote presentation by Matt Tripodi
from Euromonitor International, an interactive panel discussion, and for the third year a New Product Global Showcase.
During the annual International Trade & Investment Awards luncheon, the following awards were presented:

Exporter of the Year — Yale Cordage (Saco)

Innovator of the Year — Advanced Structures & Composites
71 8 attendees Center, University of Maine (Orono)

at 11 education programs Service Provider of the Year — Verrill Dana, LLP (Portland)
& events Foreign Direct Investor of the Year — C&L Aviation Group (Bangor)

President’s Award — MITC Board Treasurer Joe Mooney, TD Bank,
and MITC Board Chair John Wolanski, GAC Chemical Corp.

Future Global Leader Award — Luke Middleton (Thomas College)

MITC members value opportunities to connect with other internation-
ally-active Maine companies. Our annual member appreciation and
holiday receptions saw strong attendance numbers again this year.
These networking events provide an informal atmosphere for business
professionals to discover what other Maine companies are doing in
global markets.



Trade Shows

Offering valuable exposure to international distributors and buyers in a cost-effective way for small- and medium-sized
companies, MITC coordinates group participation and one-on-one meetings at major industry trade shows. MITC also
works with participating companies to make the most of the experience before, during, and after the show. During 2017,
MITC coordinated participation for Maine companies in seven trade shows.

Winter Fancy Food Show (San Francisco, CA)

With financial assistance from the Maine Department of Economic and Community Development (DECD) and the Maine De-
partment of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, MITC organized participation in the Winter Fancy Food Show for the fourth
straight year. In addition to the trade show, the four Maine exhibitors participated in meetings with international buyers from
Canada, China, France, Mexico, Hong Kong, Singapore, South Korea, and United Kingdom.

IDEX International Defense Exhibition and Conference (Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates)

The International Defense Exhibit (IDEX) is the world’s largest defense trade show. MITC contracted with Channels GCC Trade
& Export Services to offer business-to-business matchmaking services for 8 to 12 pre-arranged, pre-vetted meetings with
buyers and distributors for Maine companies attending IDEX 2017.

JEC World International Composites Event (Paris, France)

For the second year, MITC organized a Maine booth in the U.S. Pavilion at the world's largest composites show with 5 Maine
companies and organizations exhibiting. The collaboration between private companies and public organizations during the
show worked to promote the state’s unique proposition as an R&D and industry leader.

Seafood Expo North America (Boston, MA)
Working with Food Export USA, MITC coordinated
the Buyers Mission (one-on-one international buyers
meetings), port tours, and education seminars; hosted
incoming delegations; and staffed USA trade booth. Ten
Maine dealers and processors participated and held
meetings with buyers from China, France, Germany,
Netherlands, Poland, Korea, Taiwan, Thailand, and UAE.

Seafood Expo Global (Brussels, Belgium)

Seafood Expo Global is the world’s largest seafood trade event. The event continues to attract many buyers and distributors
from outside of Europe, especially the Far East. With 6 exhibiting companies, Maine had the highest number of exhibiting
companies within the US Pavilion in recent memory.

CAMX - Composites and Advanced Materials Expo (Orlando, Florida)

With over 550 exhibitors and 8,000 attendees from more than 50 countries, the show brings together companies from across
the globe in the aerospace, defense, marine, medical, and transportation industries. MITC organized a double booth space
with 7 Maine companies and organizations exhibiting. Postponed due to Hurricane Irma, the September show was held in
December.

MEDICA (Diisseldorf, Germany)
For the twelfth consecutive year, MITC participated in the “Best of New England” booth at MEDICA 2017, the largest interna-
tional medical trade show. Three Maine companies, two returning and one new to the show, exhibited this year. MITC has
led the Best of New England coalition (a cooperative effort between Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode Island, and
Connecticut) for the past eight years.

37 participating $70 million

organizations in projected sales






























