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PREFACE 

Perhaps no other public policy issue evokes such lively public discussion as does the issue of 
"license plates." Plate design is debated in coffee shops and in the Legislature, and school children 
and civic groups develop and sponsor their favorite designs. Low digit plates are coveted, and 
cherished numbers even are passed from one generation to the next. Citizens vie to see who can 
sport the most clever vanity plate slogan. Motorists use their license plates to proclaim their 
philosophies, affinities, goals, and desires. Nearly every Maine adult and Maine business registers 
vehicles, and therefore has an opinion regarding license plate design. 

These political issues often obscure the license plate's primary functions: to uniquely identify 
individual vehicles and owners for law enforcement purposes; to improve public safety; and to help 
to ensure the proper collection of vehicle taxes and fees. 

The Maine Motor Vehicle Bureau's registration database contains well in excess of a million 
registration records. This database is used by law enforcement, insurance companies, highway 
planners, cities and towns, the federal government, and others for various official and public 
purposes. As with any large, complex database, the BMV database needs to be aggressively 
managed to purge obsolete records, and to generally maintain the database quality. Issuing new 
registration plates is one effective tool to keep this important database up-to-date. 

These are some of the issues the License Plate Task Force kept in mind as it carried out its 
deliberations. The following report identifies the major issues and constraints associated with a new 
license plate issue. The Task Force concentrated on the plate manufacturing process and plate 
design. All recommendations are intended to carry out the law's mandate of a new general issue 
starting in July 1999, while minimizing the impact on public resources and convenience. 

The Task Force recognizes that not everyone will be satisfied with these recommendations. Some 
will want a more colorful replacement plate. Others may prefer a more modem production system. 
Yet others may want the moratorium on specialty plates lifted. However, the Task Force's 
recommendations are the result of consensus decisions, reached only after lengthy deliberations. The 
Task Force believes these recommendations to be the most prudent at this time. 

The Task Force would like to thank publicly all who contributed their technical expertise on the plate 
manufacturing process, as well as those citizens who suggested license plate designs. We hope that 
in the end, Maine citizens will appreciate and enjoy their new plates for many years. 

Senator William O'Gara, Chair 
License Plate Task Force 
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OTHER JURISDICTIONS- FACTS AND STATISTICS 

The Task Force considered what other states and provinces are doing now while determining the best 
options for Maine plate production: 

1. STANDARD ISSUE PLATE DESIGN*-
a. GRAPHIC OR SOME TYPE OF DESIGN- 37 STATES 
b. COLOR FADE ON AT LEAST 1/3 OF THE PLATE-

i. DARKER TO LIGHTER FROM THE TOP -7 STATES 
ii. DARKER TOLIGHTERFROMTHEBOTTOM-1 STATE 
iii. DARKER TO LIGHTER FROM BOTH TOP AND BOTTOM - 2 

STATES 

2. STANDARD ISSUE NUMBERING SYSTEM CURRENTLY BEING PRODUCED 
FOR AT LEAST SOME PASSENGER VEHICLES*-
a. SEPARATED ALPHA AND NUMERIC - (Either alpha first or numeric first) 

i. THREE AND THREE- AT LEAST 32 STATES 
ii. THREE AND FOUR or FOUR AND THREE- 2 STATES 
iii. THREE ALPHA, 2 NUMERIC, 1 ALPHA, OR REVERSE- 3 STATES 
iv. 2 ALPHA, 4 NUMERIC- 1 STATE 
v. 1 ALPHA, 4 NUMERIC- 1 STATE 

b. MIXED ALPHA-NUMERIC COMBINATIONS, SEPARATED INTO TWO 
GROUPS- 5 STATES 

c. MIXED ALPHA-NUMERIC WITH NO SEPARATION BETWEEN 
CHARACTERS- 3 STATES- INCLUDING MAINE 

d. ALL NUMERIC- 4 STATES- INCLUDING MAINE 

3. LICENSE PLATE SHEETING USED FOR GENERAL ISSUE PLATES** 
a. 3-M- 49 STATES 
b. AZON-UTSCH- 2 STATES 
c. JR WALD -1 STATE 
d. A VERY DENNISON- 1 STATE 

*NOTE 1: This information was obtained from The Official License Plate Book. Murray, Thomas 
C., Wiener, Michael C., ed., Interstate Directory Publishing, Jericho, NY, 1996. ·Not all states are 
included in these totals, because their numbering system was not specified. Some states are included 
twice because they are currently issuing more than one type of numbering series (such as Maine). 

**NOTE 2: This information was provided by the 3-M Company. 
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FUTURE OF THE TASK FORCE 

FINDINGS 
Some major issues have not yet been decided by this Task Force, such as the numbering series to 
be used for the new general issue. Additionally during the course of our work, the Task Force has 
realized that the technologies and options for license plate production are improving at a rapid pace. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

THIS TASK FORCE SHOULD REMAIN INTACT: 

1. TO ASSIST WITH THE NEW GENERAL ISSUE - The Task Force will need to be 
readily available to provide information, advice and make necessary decisions during the 
new general issue -- including the crucial decision still to be made involving the type of 
numbering system to be used. 

2. TO STUDY AND EVALUATE NEW TECHNOLOGIES AND PLAN FOR THE 
FUTURE OF LICENSE PLATE PRODUCTION- The Task Force should continue to 
investigate and evaluate developing technologies that may enable Maine to produce license 
plates with more efficiency, less expense, increased usefulness and greater customer 
satisfaction. A long range plan for license plate production should therefore be developed 
and pursued. 
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CLOSING 

In summary, the License Plate Task Force believes that its recommendations are in keeping with its 
mission as assigned. The Task Force was charged with evaluating the license plate manufacturing 
process to determine the best method of producing plates for the general reissue. The committee also 
was charged with recommending a design for the new general plate issue. 

An evaluation of the current manufacturing system, including costs of upgrading equipment and 
facilities to handle a new general plate issue were compared to alternative systems formally proposed 
by four vendors. The Task Force has determined that the current manufacturing process still is the 
best system for the production 'of the high volume of plates needed for the general issue. The 
alternative processes are too new, not completely tested, and appear to be more expensive although 
exact costs are not available at this time. The newer, computerized license plate manufacturing 
processes provide more flexibility in the production process, and are better suited for low volume, 
specialty plate production. 

The Task Force feels that the use of the prison facility to produce license plates is best accomplished 
with the current manufacturing process. Components of alternative systems not only require better 
environmental controls not found in the present facility, but also may require more training and 
expertise on the part of the operators. The amount of staff training presently is kept to a minimum 
due to the short terms of the inmates assigned to the Plate Shop. 

The Task Force has determined that the current process is not agile enough to accommodate an 
increased demand for specialty plate requests. Because the alternative systems are too new to be 
properly evaluated, the committee recommends that the Task Force continue in existence in order 
to evaluate the new processes between now and the end of the moratorium on specialty plate requests 
which currently is set for July 1, 1999. 

The Task Force recognized that the use of duplicate numbers is a problem for law enforcement, but 
the past practice has been to allow specialty groups the choice of low digit numbers. A clear system 
for use of class codes, stacked numbers and/or other indicia will be needed. By following standards 
issued by the American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators and continued cooperation and 
communication with law enforcement, the Task Force feels such a system can be built. 

By far, the hardest assignment was the choice of a design for the new plate issue. Some members 
started with a clear impression that Maine should have a plain plate. But the Task Force was 
convinced, as the media continues to remind us, that there is a lot of interest in having some type of 
graphic on our standard issue plate. 

The Task Force's goal was to choose a design which is emblematic of the whole State of Maine. 
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The committee looked at the state bird, state flower, pine tree, outline of the State, and the State Seal. 
We chose a combination of the chickadee and pine cone and tassel. The Task Force concluded that 
the design must be positioned in such a way that there is minimal interference with any number 
sequence used. The Task Force knows that there may be considerable pressure to choose an 
alternative design. We only can caution that this is still after all a license plate, and should be kept 
as simple and legible as possible, since it is the most important means of vehicle identification 
available to law enforcement. 

This new general plate issue will be a great benefit to law enforcement. It will improve the accuracy 
of the Bureau of Motor Vehicles database, and enhance State and Municipal revenue collection as 
registration evasion will become more difficult. Finally, the Task Force feels that this license plate 
design will portray a positive image of the State of Maine. 
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APPENDIX C 
29-A MRSA §451 

sections of this Part that enact Title 29-A, sections 255 and 256 
take effect on October l, 1996. 

PARTC 

Sec. C-1. 29-A MRSA §451, sub-§1-A is enacted to read: 

1-A. New general issue. The Secretary of State shall 
provide for a new general issue of reaistration plates and shall 
begin rs·suing the new plates no later than July 1, 1999. The 
Secretary of State shall provide for the issuance of new plates 
before Dec·ember 31, 2000 to all vehicles required to obtain new 
plates. 

Sec. C-2. 29-A MRSA §451, sub-§4, 1JD, as amended by PL 19 9 5 , c . 6 5, 
Pt. A, §86 and affected by §153 and Pt. C, §15, is further 
amended to read: 

D. A new registration plate must have: 

(l) A white background; 

(2) . Identification numbers and letters distinctly· navy 
blue; and 

(3) An illustration of a lobster distinctly lobster 
red. · ,._ 

This paragraph is repealed on July l, 1999. 

Sec. C-3. 29-A MRSA §451, sub-§6, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 683, 
Pt. A, §2 ·and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read: 

6. Plates to be manufactured at State Prison. The Secretary 
of State or the duly designated official in charge of vehicle 
registration shall purchase and cause to be installed at the 
State Prison the necessary equipment and materials for the 
production of all vehicle registration plates ·used in the State. 
o'nly plates that can not be produced at the prison and plates fOr 
which anticipated demand is below a minimum number determined by 
the Secretary of State may be purchased for state use. 

The Warden of the State Prison sha±±--have has charge of 
operations at the State Prison relative to the manufacture of all 
plates made for the State. The Warden of the State Prison, with 
the consent of the Secretary of State, may employ for limited 
periods of tim~ a supervisor for the purpose o{ instructing 
inmates in the operation of making such plates. 

18-2882(7) 
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Sec. C-4. 29-A MRSA §457, sub-§7, as enacted by PL 1993, 
Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read: 

7. Registration fee. The fee for registration 
antique auto, horseless carriage or antique motorcycle 
~. The fee for registration of a street rod is $~+ ~. 

Sec. C-5. 29-A MRSA §458, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 1993, 
Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read: 

C • 683 1 

of an 
is $±~ 

C • 6831 

2.- Fee. The fee for a registration plate under this 
section is $5 ~. 

Sec. C-6. 29-A MRSA §461, as amended by PL 19 9 5, c. 4 8 2, Pt. B, 
§5, is further amended to read: 

§461. Reservation of same· number 

1. Plate issue year. In a year in which new registration 
plates are issued, the Secretary of State shall reserve until 
July 1st the same registration number for the succeeding 
registration year for a person who notifies in writing the 
Secretary of State prior to . May 1st of that 'person's desire to·. · 
retain that registration number. The fee for retention of the , 
same registration number is· $5 ~. 

,; 

If a person does· not have a. vehicle to register on May 1st, a 
registration number may be held f·or a maximum of 2 registration 
years ·by depositing with the Secretary of ·.State $±9 ~ for each 
yeaF; except that the registered owner of an antique vehicle may 
reserve the antique registration assigned to that person for 4 
years by depositing the sum of $±~ .sl..5. for each registration 
yeqr. These fees are not refundable and may not be applied 
against the registration fee. 

All numbers other than those reserved must be released and issued 
in rotation after July 1st. 

A person wishing to select a number out of rotation may do so by 
paying the registration fee and a reserved number fee of $5. 

A holder of vanity ··~egl.strat.ion piates must pay the sum of $15 to 
reserve those letters or combination of letters and numbersi 
which is credited toward the renewal fee. 

2. Nonplate issue year. In other than a plate issue year, 
when a pe.rson fails to reregister and the registration remains 
expired for 6 consecutive months, the reservation of the same 
number ceases and the number becomes available for reissuance. 

19-2882(7) 
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For a maximum of 2 registration years, a person may reserve the 
registration number assigned to that person by depositing with 
the Secretary of State the sum of $±9 ~ for each year; except 
that the registered owner of an antique motor vehicle may reserve 
the antique registration assigned to that person for 4 years by 
depositing with the Secretary of State the sum of $±rl ~ for 
each year. A person wishing to select a number out of rotation 
may do so by paying the registration fee and a reserved number 
fee of $5. 

See-C-7. 29-A MRSA §§466 and 467 are enacted to read: 

§466. Registration Plate Equipment and Production Program 

The Registration Plate Equipment and Production Program is 
established as ·a program within the Highwav Fund. One dollar 
frorn____e_gch registration fee paid in accordance with section 4~ 
458, 5.01. 504, 505, 509, 513, 515 or 520. must be paid into the 
Highway Fund and allocated to the Registration Plate Equipment 
and Production Program. The Legislature mav authorize 
allocations from the program exclusively for costs relating to 
the design, production, storage, handling and issuance of 
registration plates. These costs may. include. but are not 
limited to. the following: the purchase,• installation, repair and 

. rebuilding of equipment used in the production or handling of 
registration plates; materials used in . the production, handling 
and shipping of registration plates; ., and buildings. or space 
rented,· leased· .or purchased for the pr.oduction or storage of 
registration plates or the storage of materials used in the. 

·production of ··· plates. Highway Fund ·allocations· to the 
Registration Plate Equipment and Production Program may not lapse 
but must be carried forward to be used for the same purposes. 

§467. Moratorium on specialty plates 

During the period beginning on July 1. 1996 and ending July 
1; 1999. the Secretary of State may not issue any specialty plate 
of a new· deS.ign. Fo·r the purposes of this section, "specialty 
plate of a new design" means any plate of a design not authorized 
under thi~ Title before July l, 1996. It does not incl~de vanity 
plates issued in accordance with section 453 or commemorative 
piates issued in accordance with section.454. 

Sec. C-8. 29-A MRSA §501, sub-§1, as affected by PL 1.995, c. 65, 
Pt. A, §153, amended by Pt. C, §3 and affected by §15, is further 
amended to read: 

1. Automobiles; pickup trucks. The fee for an automobile 
or pickup truck used for the conveyance of passengers or 
interchangeably for passengers or prop~rty is $rlrl ~. 

20-2882(7) 
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An automobile used for the conveyance of passengers or property 
is a "combination" vehicle and may be issued a special plate with 
the word "combination" instead of "Vacationland." A passenger 
vehicle used under contract with the State, a municipa 1 i ty or a 
school district to transport students must be designated as 
"combination." A vehicle owned or operated by parents or legal 
guardians is exempt from this subsection. 

Commercial plates may not be issued for or displayed on an 
automo~le. 

The gross weight of a pickup truck registered as provided by this 
subsection may not exceed 6, 000 pounds. An owner of a pickup 
truck who operates the pickup truck with a gross weight in excess 
of 6,000 pounds or the pickup truck drawing a semitrailer with a 
combined gross weight in excess of 6,000 pounds must register the 
truck as·provided in section 504. 

Sec. C-9. 29-A MRSA §504, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 19.93, c. 683, 
Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read: 

1. Truck or truck tractor. For a truck or truck tractor 
equipped with·pneumatic tires, the following annual registration 
fee schedule~~pplies. 

A. For gross weight from 0 to 6,000 pounds, the fee is $~~ 

~-

B. For· gross weight from 6, 001 to 9, 000 pounds, the fee is 
$~8 ~-

c. · For gross weight from 9,001 to 12,000 pounds, the fee is 
$4§ ~-· 

D. For gross weight from 12,001 to 14,000 pounds, the fee 
is $+8 .$.1.2.. 

E. For gross weight from 14,001 to 16,000 pounds, the fee 
is $±9~ .$..l.Q]_. 

F. For gross weight from 16,001 to 18,000 pounds, the fee 
is $±i!+ ~-

G. For gross weight from 18,001 to 20,000 pounds, the fee 
is $±§8 ~-

H. For gross weight from 20,001 to 23,000 pounds, the fee 
is $±8§ ~-

21-2882(7) 
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I. For gross weight from 23,001 to 26,000 pounds, the fee 
is $i!±:;z .$2]Ji. 

J. For gross weight from 26,001 to 28,000 pounds, the fee 
is $i!64 ~. 

K. For gross weight from 28,001 to 32,000 pounds, the fee 
is $395 ~. 

L. For gross weight from 32,001 to 34,000 pounds, the fee 
i 3""'-$339 -~; 

M. For gross weight from 34,001 to 38,000 pounds, the fee 
is $3:;z6 $377. 

N. For gross weight from 38,001 to.40,000 pounds, the fee 
is $499 ~. 

0. For gross weight from 40,001 to 42,000 pounds, the fee 
is $4i!3 ~. 

l'. For gross weight from 42,001 to 45,000 pounds, the fee 
is $44:;z ~. 

Q. For gross weight from 45,001 to 48,000 pounds, the fee 
is $494.~. 

R. For gross weight from-48,001 to 51,000 pounds, the fee 
is $539 ~. 

--~ 

s. For gross weight from 51,001 to 54,000 pounds, the fee 
is $565 ~. 

T. For gross weight from 54,001 to 55,000 pounds, the fe·e 
is $5:;z:;z ~. 

u. For gross weight from 55,001 to 601 0,00 pounds, the fee 
is $63:;z ~. 

v. For gross weight from 60,001 to 65,000 pounds, the fee 
is $696 ~. -~ 

w. For gross weight from 65,001 to 69,000 pounds, the fee 
is $:;r59 JU.2..Q.. 

X. For gross weight from 69,001 to 72,000 pounds, the fee 
is $:;z94 ~. 

Y. For gross weight from 72,001 to 75,000 pounds, the fee 
is $8:1:8 IDJ[. 

22-2882(7) 
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Z. For gross weight from 75,001 to 78,000 pounds, the fee 
is $894 ~. 

AA. For gross weight from 78,001 to 80,000 pounds, the fee 
is $8+4 ~-

BB. For gross weight from 80,001 to 90,000 pounds, the fee 
is $9+9 ~-

S~ C-10.- 29-A-MRSA §505, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 19 93, c. 683, 
Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read: 

2. Annual registration fee. For a farm truck, the following 
annual registration fee schedule applies. 

A. For gross wejght from 0 to 6,000 pounds, the fee is $~8 

~-

B. For gross weight from 6,001 to 9,000 pounds, the fee is 
$~~ 1.U.. 

c. For gross weight from 9,001 to 11,000 pounds, the fee is 
$~4 lU.S_. 

D. For .. gross weight ·from 11,001 to 14,000 pounds, the fee 
is _$36 m. 

. ~j' 

E. For gross weight from 14,001 to 16,000 pounds, the fee 
is $4+ ~- t:.:: 

F. For gross weight from 16,00-1 to 18,000 pounds, the fee 
is $69 llQ.. 

G. For gross weight from 18,001 to 20,000 pounds, the fee 
is $8~ m.. 
H. For gross weight from 20,001 to 23,000 pounds, the fee 
is $98 ~-

I . For gross weight ftom 23,001 to 26,000 pounds, the fee 
is $·~~6 $117. 

J. Fo·r _gross weight from 26,001 to 29,000 pounds, the fee 
is $~43 lli_i. 

K. For gross weight from 29,001 to 32,000 pounds, the fee 
is $~63 ~-
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L. For gross weight from 32,001 to 35,000 pounds, the fee 
is $~39 ~. 

M. For gross weight from 35,001 to 38,000 pounds, the fee. 
is $~6~ ~. 

N. For gross weight from 38,001 to 42,000 pounds, the fee 
is $~8§ ~. 

0. For gross weight from 42,001 to 46,000 pounds, the fee 
is-$3Q8 ·~~ -

P. For gross weight from 46,001 to 50,000 pounds, the fee 
is $33± ~. 

Q. For gross weight from 50,001 to 54,000 pounds, the fee 
is $334 ~. 

Sec.C-11. 29-AMRSA§509, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, 
§2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read: 

§509. Tractors 

1. Tractors. The annual fee for the r~istration of a 
tractor ~ti~t accompany an application for registration and is as 
follows. 

Tractors equipped with: 

A. Pneumatic tires·,- 25¢ per horsepower and 25¢ per 100 
poundi of weight; 

B. Solid rubber tires, 25¢ per horsepower· and so¢ per 100 
pounds of weight; and 

C. Iron, steel or other hard tires, 25¢ per horsepower and 
so¢ per 100 pounds of weight. 

The minimum fee is $~ ~. 

2. Tractors used for farming. The fee for a tractor used 
for agricultural purposes or not customarily used on public ways 
is $~ ~' except as provided in section 510, subsection 1. 

3. Old homemade tractors used for farming. The. fee for a 
homemade tractor. used for agricultural purposes with motor and 
chassis at least 10 · years old that has a body capacity of not 
more than 1 1/2 cubic yards and that is used exclusively for 
agricultural purposes is $~ ~. Such a vehicle may not be 
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operated on the highway more than 10 miles from the place where 
the vehicle is customarily kept. 

Sec. C-12. 29-A MRSA §513, sub-§2, 1[1[A and B, as enacted by PL 1993, 
c. 683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, are amended to read: 

A. Class A special mobile equipment must be operated under 
an annual registration. The fee for a Class A special 
mobile equipment registration permit is as follows. 

- (1)· Fo~ gross weight from 0 to 54,000 pounds, the fee 
is as in section 505, subsection 2. 

(2} For gross weight from 54,001 to 60,000 pounds, the 
fee is S684- ~. 

(3) For gross weight from 60,001 to 65,000 pounds, the 
fee is S4±4- ~. 

(4} For gross weight from 65,001 to 70,000 pounds, the 
fee is S444- ~. 

(5} For gross weight from 70,001 to 75,000 pounds~ the 
fee is S4+4""" $475. · 

(S) For gros~ weight from 75,001 to 80,000 pounds, the 
fee is S3G4- ~. · 

' . 

(7} For gross weight from 80,001 to 90,000 pounds, the 
fee is S364- ~. 

B. The fee for Class B special mobile equipment is S±+ $·18. 

Sec. C-13 •. 29-A MRSA §515, sub-§§1 and 2, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 
683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, are amended to read: 

1. Motorcycle. A motorcycle or a parking control vehicle 
is S±8 lli; and 

2. Moped. A moped is S6 11. 

Sec. C-14. 29-A MRSA §520, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 683, 
Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read: 

1. Registration fee. The annual registration fee for 
special equipment, based on gross weight, is S+ ~ for equipment 
weighing one to 2,000 pounds; S±~ ~ for 2,001 to ?,000 pounds; 
and S±+ ~ for over 5,000 pounds. 
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Sec. C-15. Task force on production and issuance of license plates. The 
Secretary of State shall convene a task force to study the 
production and issuance of license plates. The task force shall 
convene no later than May 15, 1996 and conclude its work no later 
than November 1, 1996. 

1. Membership. 
selected as follows. 

The task force consists of 11 members 

The PrePSi'dent of ··the Senate and the Speaker of the House shall 
each appoint 2 members to serve as task force members. Members 
may continue to serve after their legislative term of office has 
expired. At the request of one of their appointees, the 
appointing authority may appoint another member of the c.ommi ttee 
to replace the requesting member on the task force. 

The Secretary of State shall appoint 2 members 
enforcement: one representing county sheriffs' 
one repre-senting municipa 1 police ·departments. 

representing 
departments 

law 
and 

The Chief of the State Police shall designate a state police 
officer to serve as a member. 

The business manager foz the bureau; the director of the public 
services division within the Bureau of Moto~: Vehicles; the 
director of the commercial vehicles division within the. bureau; 
arid an ass~stant deputy secretary of state serve. as ex officio 
members of the task force. 

The. Chairs of the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation and 
the S_ecretary of State shall send a list of the people appointed 
to serve on the task force to the Executive Director of the 
Legislative Council no later than May 1, 1996. 

2. Convening of first meeting; election of chair. The 
Secretary of State or a designee of the Secretary of State shall 
convene the first meeting of the task force no later than May 15, 
1996. The task.force shall select a chair from among its members. 

3. Staff and resource consultants to the task force. The 
Secretary of State shall provide staff assistance to the task 
force. The supervisor of the Maine State Prison plate shop shall 
serve as a consultant to the task force. The task force may 
request assistance with the preparation of any recommended 
legislation from the Legislative Council. 

4. Purpose of task force. The task force shall study 
issues relating to the design and production of license plates 
and make recommendations to the Legiqlature for the new general 
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plate issue beginning July 1, 1999. In conducting the study the 
task force shall examine the following. 

A. The task force shall evaluate the existing equipment at 
the Warren prison f aci li ty, its adequacy for meeting plate 
production demand and the costs of overhauling that 
equipment prior to a new general issue. The task force 
shall examine state-of-the-art technology for in-house 
graphics creation and production of specialty plates. The 
task force shall consider costs of new equipment and the 
inTPact -.of ·· various types of equipment on production 
capabilities and on jobs at the prison facility. 

B. The task force shall consider methods of assigning 
unique identifiers to license plates. The task force shall 
consider use of a stacked letter system to allow duplication 
of numbers among different types of plates. The task force 
shall make recommendations as to the use of a single 
numbering system or a system that allows duplication. 

C. The task force shall consider designs for a new general 
issue plate to replace the lobster plate· design. The task 
force shall use the plate design standards of the American 
As-sociation of Motor Vehicle Administrato-rs-'-'- in developing or 
evaluating designs. The task force shall present design 
alternatives to- the Joint Standing Committee on 
Tratl-sportation before making a recommendation on p'late 
des-ign. · 

5~ .Reimbursement for travel expenses. Members of the task 
force who are Legislators or were Legislators at the- time of 
appointment are ~rititled to reimbursement for travel expenses for 
meetings of the task force. Members of the Joint Standing 
Committee on Transportation who participated in meetings 
initiated by the Secretary of State to study license plate 
production issues during the period of September 1, 1995 to 
December 31, 1995 are entitled to reimbursement for travel 
expenses upon submitting the appropriate expense forms to the 

·Executive Director of the Legislative Council. 

6. Report. The task force shall submit ~ report including 
findings, recommendations and proposed legislation to the Joint 
Standing Committee on Transportation and to the Executive 
Director of the Legislative Council no later than November 1, 
1996. The task force shall submit legislation to implement its 
recommendations to the Revisor of Statutes no later than January 
1, 1997. The report must include a proposed plate ~esign for the 
new gene-ral issue, recommendations for the registration classes 
required to display the ·new general issue plates and for the 
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specialty plates to remain in use concurrent with the new general 
issue. 

Sec. C-16. Effective date. Those sections of this Part that enact 
Maine Revised Statutes, Title 29-A, section 451, subsection 1-A 
and section 466 and that amend Title 29-A, section 451, 
subsection 4; and sections 457, 458, 461, 501, 504, 505, 509, 
513, 515 and 520 take effect on July 1, 1996. 

PARTD 

Sec. D-1. Allocation. The following funds are allocated from the 
Highway Fund to carry out the purposes of this Act. 

SECRETARY OF STATE, 
DEPARTMENT OF THE 

Administration­
Motor Vehicles 

Positions - Legislative count 
Personal Services 
All Other 
Capital Expenditures 

TOTAL 

Provides funds for a Clerk Typist III 
position, software modifications and other 
general operating expenses to carry out fuel 
tax processing within the Bureau of Motor 
Vehicles. 

TRANSPORTATION, DEPARTMENT OF 

Administration and Planning 

All Othe.r.: 

Deallocates funds no longer required for the 
rei~bursement of the Bureau of Taxation for 
fuel tax processing. 

LEGISLATURE 

Task Force on Production 
and Issuance of License Plates 
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1996-97 

( l. 0) 
$18,846 
155,077 

4~ 500. 

178,423 

( 178 ,·423) 



VENDOR: 
Product Description 

Co-Vendor 

Customer Base 

Product Testing 

License Plate Task Force 
Comparison of Vendors of License Plate Systems 

Avery-Dennison 3M Azon-Utsch 

Reflective sheeting Reflective sheeting A system which prints a 
which is applied to an which is applied to an design as well as a plate 
aluminum substrate. aluminum substrate. number onto reflective 
Plate number is then Plate number is then sheeting. Another 
embossed and roller embossed and roller system applies the 
coated with paint. coated with paint. sheeting to aluminum 
An applicator would Applicator is owned by substrate, laminates 
need to be leased or 3M. Historically they with "Tedlar", blanks, 
purchased in order for have not sold this and stacks finished 
us to use their product. equipment and restrict plates. An inventory 

the use to only 3M tracking system using 
sheeting barcode technology. 

Recommends use of None Recommends Avery's 
John R. Wald's sheeting, however, they 
Applicator. say that other sheeting 

suppliers products will 
work. 

North Carolina- 8 years 44 States New York- 2 years 
Missouri- in October Colorado - new 

Missouri - Specialty 
plates only 

Plates tested at the Plates tested at the We have not seen any 
University of So. Maine University of So. Maine test results although the 
in 1996 in 1995 Company claims to 

have tested their 
product. 

John R. Wald Co. 

This company services 
most plate making 
equipment. They are 
marketing an applicator 
which is due to be 
installed for the first 
time in October by the 
State of Missouri. They 
are also marketing a 
printer for specialty 
plates which is still in 
the testing mode. 
Recommends A very's 
sheeting, however they 
say that other sheeting 
suppliers products will 
work. 
Designed, engineered 
and installed equipment 
in 43 States 

Testing of specialty 
plate printer is now 
being done. The 
Company will send us 
the results within 60 
days. 



VENDOR: 
Known Costs 

Specialty Plate System 

Other Considerations 

License Plate Task Force 
Comparison of Vendors of License Plate Systems 

Avery-Dennison 3M Azon-Utsch 

Applicator~ $250,000 New Embossing Press, Cost ofthe State ofNew 
New Embossing Press, Blanking Press, Roller York's complete system 
Blanking Press, Roller Coater, and other was ~$1.5 million. 
Coater, Wash Tank and equipment. ~$260,000. 
other equipment New printer for 
~$260,000 specialty plates $? 
There is a possibility 
that the cost to use or 
purchase the applicator 
can be added to the 
price of sheeting. 
Will design and print Will design and print System will print any 
any specialty design any specialty design style plate on demand. 
onto sheeting and sell it onto sheeting and sell it 
by the roll. by the roll. Currently 

developing a specialty 
plate printer which 
would allow us to print 
any style plate on 
demand. 

Converting to a new More room would be This system takes up 
system would require needed for storage of less room than we 
running both systems raw materials and work presently need, however 
for some time. This in process. there is some concern 
would require room about environment for 
which we do not have at the thermal transfer 
this time. Provision printer. Modifications 
would also need to be to the work area would 
made for additional be needed. 
storage of raw materials 
and work in process .. 

John R. Wald Co. 
Applicator $250,000 
Embossing Press, 
Blanking Press, Roller 
Coater, Wash Tank and 
other equipment. 
~$260,000. 

Printer for Specialty 
Plates ~$250,000 

Currently testing a 
printer which will allow 
us to print any style 
plate on demand. 

Converting to a new 
system would require 
running both systems 
for some time. This 
would require room 
which we do not have at 
this time. Provision 
would also need to be 
made for additional 
storage of raw materials 
and work in process. 
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APPENDIX E 
CURRENT FLOOR PIAN OF LICENSE PlATE SHOP AT WARREN CORRECTIONAL FACILITY 
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