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Executive Summary Transportation in Maine - 2006 State of the System 

Unsafe Speed is related to nearly 40% of 
Maine 's traffic fatalities. 

0 MaineDOT's Hazard Elimination Program 
has been successful with Benefit-to-Cost 
ratios for projects completed between 
1997 and 2000 of8.18. The overall crash 
reduction resulting from completed 
projects in this time period is 32.2%. The 
overall reduction in the economic impact 
ofthose crashes is 63.5%. 

0 Aggressive driving as a proportion of total 
crashes (especially speed- related) 
continues to grow- now at 33.7%. 

Need: There is a national goal to reduce the 
fatality rate to 1.0 by 2008, and current trends 
show Maine will fall well short of this target. 
0 In 2004 a coordinated multi-agency 

Strategic Highway Safety Plan was initi­
ated with focus on four core safety 
concerns: Seat Belt Usage; Lane 
Departure Crashes; Aggressive Driving; 
and Older/Younger Drivers. 

0 As part of the Maine Transportation Safety 
Coalition (MTSC), MaineDOT helped 
produce a comprehensive state crash 
report titled The Status of Transporta­
tion Safety in Maine. 

0 MaineDOT participates in a media 
campaign to increase public safety 
awareness through a partnership with TV 
stations in major markets . 

To achieve system safety improvements and 
bring about the targeted goals to preserve life 

and reduce economic loss on our highways, fu­
ture significant needs are indicated in the Haz­
ard Elimination and SAFETEA-LU (Other) 
fund levels. Most of the past on-road improve­
ment safety funds have been focused on inter­
section improvement. With Maine's significant 
Lane Departure problem, more concentration 
will be directed to stretches of highway where 
crash problems have been frequent and severe ­
without disregarding intersection safety needs. 
With 20% of fatalities occurring on local roads, 
funding support will be needed for munici­
palities. Also, attention needs to be directed at 
High Risk Rural Roads to implement effective 
low cost solutions. As important and central as 
system improvements are to MaineDOT, the 
bottom line causation of crashes almost always 
involves driver decision-making or behavior, 
so public outreach is an important safety com­
ponent. MaineDOT will devote some of its re­
sources to the human factor of crash incidence, 
and will often work in partnership with other 
stakeholders to endeavor to change Maine's 
driver culture and risk taking tendencies. 

Most, if not all of the capital improvements 
implemented by MaineDOT have a safety 
component. The average biennial safety invest­
ment level on projects whose primary purpose 
is safety has been $9.8 million. The strategic 
investment level in 08/09 for these safety im­
provements is $16.9 million. 
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