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What is the purpose of the Wood Processor Report? 
Each year, the Maine Forest Service collects infonnation from Maine primary wood processors 
regarding the volume of wood processed in Maine. lnfonnation is also collected for volumes 
imported into Maine or exported from Maine. 

This report summarizes. for 2003. the volume of wood that was harvested in Maine. processed 
by Maine mills. and imported into or exported from Maine. 

Wood flow data is summarized for sawlogs, pulpwood, biomass chips, and imports and exports. 

How was this infonn.ation collected? 
In 2003, the Maine Forest Service received wood processor reports from 213 primary 
processing mills (sawmills, pulp and paper mills), 107 portable sawmills, 50 loggers and 
brokers who may have exported wood, and from 13 mills that bum some fonn of wood for 
energy. Volume information contained in these individual r,eports is confidential and by law 
shall not be made public, except that summary reports may be published using aggregated 
data which does not reveal the activities of an individual person or firm (12 MRSA chapter 805, 
subchapter 5, "Forest Landowner and Wood Processor Reporting Requirements"). 

Interpreting Harvest, Export, Import, and Processed by the Maine 
For est Products Industry 

Maine wood processed 

wood that is harvested in Maine and used by a Maine primary processing facility. 

Exported from Maine without processing 

wood that is harvested in Maine and exported out of state without processing by a Maine mill. 

Imported from out of state 

wood that is imported from out of state (not harvested in Maine) and processed by a Maine mill. 

Total processed by Maine Forest Products lndust!){ 

total volume of wood processed in Maine, regardless of origin. 

Definitions and Notes 

1. Biomass Chips: 
produced in the woods by chipping the entire tree, including branches and tops. Usually used 
as energy fuel, they may also be suitable for sludge composting, playground padding, and 
mulch. 

2. Bole/Stem Pulp Chips: 
produced in the woods by chipping the lower portion of the tree. These chips are not free of 
bark, but are suitable for use in pulp mills. 

3. Cords (cds): 
a stack of fuel wood, pulpwood, or other material that measures 4 x 4 x 8 feet, or 128 cubic 
feet. 

4. Hog Fuel: 
any woody residue produced in the woods or mills, such as sawdust, bark or shavings, and used as 
energy fuel. 

5. Pulpwood: 
roundwood that is used for the production of wood pulp. Generally sold as tree length, 16', 8' or 4' 
lengths. 

6. Sawlogs: 
a log that meets minimum standards of diameter, length, and defect, intended for sawing into boards 
or lumber. Includes sawlogs, studwood, pallet logs, boltwood, and veneer logs. 

7. Sawmill residues: 
clean, pulp-quality chips made from debarked slabs and edgings at sawmills. Used by pulp and 
paper mills to produce wood pulp. 

8. Thousand Board Feet (MBF): 
One thousand board feet. One board foot is the amount of wood contained in an unfinished board 1" 
thick, 12" long, and 12" wide. 

Report Highlights 
Maine's forest products industry consumed 5.6 million cord equivalents 
in 2003, down 19% from 2002 consumption. Eighty percent of the 
supply (4.5 million cord equivalents) was harvested in Maine, while 
19% (1 million cord equivalents) was imported from out of state. 

Maine landowners harvested 5.9 million cord equivalents of wood in 2003, 
down 10% from 6.7 million cord equivalents in 2002. Twenty-five percent 
(1.5 million cord equivalents) of the 2003 harvest was exported out of state, 
same volume as was reported in 2002 (1.5 million cord equivalents). 

Maine's pulp and paper producers processed 3.2 million cord equivalents of 
pulp wood, down 11% from 2002. Seventy-seven percent of the pulpwood 
originated from Maine's forests; 23% was imported from out of state. 

Pulp and paper producers also processed 0.7 million tons of sawmill residues. 

Maine's pulpwood production has steadily declined in recent years, ranging 
from 3.5 million cords in 1995 to 3.2 million cords in 2003. 

Maine's sawlog production has been relatively steady in recent years, ranging 
from 1.3 billion board feet in 1995 to 1.0 billion board feet in 2003. 

During 2003, Maine's forest products industry exported more roundwood (1.4 
million cords) from the state than it imported (1 million cords). 
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processing: 

White 
and Red 

2003 Wood flow in Maine as reported to the Maine Forest Service (Converted to MBF) 

1. Sawlogs include logs, veneer, boltwood, studwood, palletwood, etc. Cords converted to MBF@ 2 cords =1 MBF. 

2. Other Softwood includes larch, pitch pine, and others. 
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2003 Wood flow in Maine as reported to the Maine Forest Service (Converted to Cords; 
including both solid wood and bole/stem pulp chips 

White 
and Red Total Total Total 

SAWMILL RESIDUE j 

Green Tons 

~39,050 

Sawmill residues are clean, pulp­
quality wood chips made from 
slabs and edgings at sawmills. 
The volume is reported here as 
an additional input to the pulp 
and paper mills. Sawmill 
residues are a by-product of the 
sawing process, and are not 
included as additional harvest 
volumes from Maine's forests. 

JProcessing: 

Pulpwood Notes: 

I. Other Softwood is comprised 
of bole chips of which specific 
species information was not 
collected. 

2. Aspen volumes are based upon 
pure loads. 

3. Other Hardwood is comprised of 
all hardwood species except aspen 
sold in pure loads. 

29,157 

28,056 

35,464 

2,961 

26,995 

200 

16.025 
----

107,636 

118,588 

33,157 

0 

34,461 

4. Thovolume ofbru-dwood dowo, • Somovol=<'eported oould 
in part, because information from not be identified within a i 

one mill was unavailable. specific county and are ' 
reported in the totals only. 
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* Some volume reported could not be identified within a specific county and are reported in the totals only. 

Import Origins 

States: 

Connecticut 

Massachusetts 

New Hampshire 

New York 

Rhode Island 

Vermont 

: Provinces: 
I 

New Brunswick 

Nova Scotia 

Prince Edward Island 

Quebec 

Export Destinations 

States: 

Connecticut 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

New Hampshire 

New Jersey 

New York 

Pennsylvania 

Rhode Island 

Vermont 

Provinces: 

New Brunswick 

Ontario 

Quebec 

Countries: 

Italy 
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20103 Wood flow in Maine as reported to the Maine Forest Service 

Product 

Sawlogs 
(in MBF) 

1 MBF = 1,000 board feet 

Pulpwood 
(in cords) 

Biomass Chips 
(in green tons) 

Totals 
(in cords) 

Harvest, Export, Import, Instate Processing 

a. Maine wood processed 

b. Exported from Maine without processing 

a. Maine wood processed 

b. Exported from Maine without processing 

d. Imported from out of state 

a. Maine wood processed 

b. Exported from Maine without processing 

a. Maine wood processed 

b. Exported from Maine without processing 

d. Imported from out of state 

Total Volume 
in 2003 

Total Volume 
converted to cords 

----------·---~ 

836,260 

449,071 

2,496,510 

534,015 

742,647 

916,393 

73,170 

1,672,520 

898,142 

534,015 

742,647 

366,557 

29,268 

4,535,587 

1,461,425 

1,067,799 

Note on conversions: For sawlogs: 1 MBF = 2 cords For Biomass Chips: 1 cord = 2.5 green tons 
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Wood Harvesting 
Trends 

( 1960-2003) 

The Maine Forest 
Service has been 
collecting data on 
volume of wood 
harvested since the late 
1940's. The following 
three charts illustrate 
wood harvesting trends 
over the past 41 years. 

The two graphs to the 
right show the harvest -fl 
volumes for selected 
species for sawlogs 
and pulpwood. These 
volumes include 
exported volumes. 
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Harvest of Commercially Important Species in Maine (1960- 2003) Wood Harvesting 
Trends 7 .0r---------------------------------------------------------------~ 

(1960-2003) 

The graph to the right !J 
shows the volumes for 
commercially important 

I species. 

Import and 
Export Trends 

(1990-2003) 

The graph to the right + 
shows the volumes of 
forest products being 
exported from Maine, 
imported into Maine, 
and processed within 
Maine. 
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www.maineforestservice.org 

www.bewoodswise.org 

Maine Forest Service District Foresters 
The Maine Forest Service has 10 District Foresters who provide technical assistance and educational services to landowners, loggers, 
schools and educational institutions, municipalities and other stakeolders. District Foresters conduct educational workshops, field 
demonstrations. media presentations, and can provide limited one-on-one contact with individual landowners. 

Dennis Brennan 

2281 Alfred Road 
Lyman, ME 04002 
Phone: (207)324-7000 
E-mail:dennis.brennan@maine.gov 

Patty Cormier 

536 Waldoboro Road 
Jefferson, ME 04348 
Phone: (207)549-9003 
E-mail: patty.cormier@maine.gov 

Geneva Duncan-Frost 

P.O. Box 130 
Jonesboro, ME 04468 
Phone: (207) 434-2622 
E-mail: geneva.duncan@maine.gov 

Jim Ecker 

P.O. Box415 
Old Town, ME 04468 
Phone: (207) 827-1811 
E-mail: jim.ecker@maine.gov 

Dan Jacobs 

2 Forestry Road 
Island Falls, ME 04747 
Phone: (207) 463-3653 
E-mail: dan.jacobs@maine.gov 

Paul Larrivee, Jr 

356 Shaker Road 
Gray, ME 04039 
Phone: (207) 657-3535 
E-mail: paul.larrivee@maine.gov 

Bob Leso 

564 Skowhegan Road 
Norridgewock, ME 04957 
Phone: (207) 474-3499 
E-mail: bob.leso@maine.gov 

Gordon Moore 

P.O. Box 1107 
Greenville, ME 04441 
Phone: (207) 695-3721 
E-mail: gordon.moore@maine.gov 

Merle Ring 

131 Bethel Road 
West Paris, ME 04289 
Phone: (207) 67 4-3787 
E-mail: merle.ring@maine.gov 

Dave Rochester 

45 Radar Road 
Ashland, ME 04732 
Phone: (207) 435-7963 
E-mail: dave. rochester@maine.gov 

2003 Wood Processor Report, Department of Conservation, Maine Forest Service, Forest Policy and Management Division 




