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PURPOSE AND SCOPE ______ _ 
T he Mai ne Eco no mi c Growth Co un cil W Cl S es tab lished in 

1993 and was charged with developin g and mainr<1i ni ng a 
long te rm eco nomic p lan for rhe stare, including goal-scn:il1g, 
mea umblc outco mes, and benchm arks. The Growth 
Co unci l is admini ste red by the Ma in e Develo pm en t 

Foundation. A primary product of rhe Growth ounei] is 
(h is annu :1 1 reporr, NJclISflres of Crowtb. wh ich is Il OW in its 
eighrh ed irion. Irs pu rpose is ro measlIre how sliccess fu l 
Ma ine is in achieving rhe council's vision of a hi gh Cluali ry of 
life for all Maine citizens. 

The Maine Eco no mic G rowth Counci l st rives (0 be aCClU';ue. 

nonpanisil l1 , nnd objccrive, .mel LO exhibit C0 l111110n sense. 
T he Growth Counc il does nor advoca te specific stra tegies fa 

accomp lish the goa ls se t forth in MMSIIW ojGrolllth. Irs mis­
sion is to idcmi JY whar's importal1C and to mC:1S lI rc how 
Ma in e is perfo l'ming. 

This repon is nor a busincss agcnci;], <1 n enviro nmenta l agen­
da, or a state governm enr agenda. Rather, it is a broad-based 

fram ewo rk fo r achieving" high quality of life in M" ine 
through pl'omoring a vibra nt and s llsrainable econo my, vi taJ 
communiries and hcaJrhy natural resources . Irs intent is to 

morivate public and pri vate leaders at rhe smce and locallevcl 
to ra ke accions CO adva nce rhc pcrfo rlmll1ce measures. T he 
Gl'Owrh Coul1 cil has consulted nu merous organizations rhat 
have a srake in Mn ine's eco nom ic fl.l wrc, and rheir opinions 
are refl ected in this work. In keeping with irs legisl:1tive 111 :111 -

date, rhe report rakes a long view - five to 15 yea rs - and 
defines qlla liry of life and the eco nomy broad ly. 

Srarc legislators may lise rhe rcport to guide their poli y dcci­
sionsi eco nomic dcvelo pmcnr leaders may use ir ro focus Sl c­
cial artention on loca l pri od tiesi and business leaders may usc 
it co set priorit ies. AJ I Mai ne people may use the pertormance 
measures [ 0 evaluate how we al'c doi ng as a whole;l[ irnpl'Ovp 
ing the economy and moving roward ollr vis ion . 

REPORT STRUCTURE 
At/eflSures ofG1'OWfb has (1 new fO l'm ilt this year - rh e fi rst sig­

niflcant rco rganizalio l1 since its inception in 1995 . The 
srructu re has been rev ised to make rhe d ocllmenr easier to 
lise, and mo rc rdeva m, as wel l as (0 ach ieve morc integrari on 
among the goal areas. (See the secrio n a ll Background (fml 
Report Development for a descriprio n of the reslrllcruring 
process and rarionale.) 

The contents or rhe I'eporr are d ri ven by rhe Grmvrh 

Council 's vision staternent, which helps to focus and guide 
all th e work. T he Growth Council envisions a high quality of 
li te tor all Ma ine ci rizens. Achieving this visio n J'eqllire~ ;} 
vibrant and susta inable economy, suppo rted by vita l com­
mu niries and a healthy environment. 

To give (he visio n mea ning, goals have been developed for 
rhe foll owi ng key areas: the EC017OJJ'I)I, Commun it), -a nd 
£l7l1i /'olllJ/ent. 

Sub-goals were developed Linder each go:"! I (0 ass ist with the 
ol'gani zn tioll :1 nd selecrion of appl'Opriate pCl'fonn ancc mea­
sures. The sub-goa l areas also hav~ a goal srarement :lgaillst 
which we meaS LIre progress. 

/It/ensures of Crowt!) contnins 60 performance measures [hat 
are specifically defin ed data sets lIsed ro measure progress 
tOwards achieving the stated gon ls. T he performance measures 
are indicators of progress. We ca n look at [hem and sec where: 

Maine is raday rclad ve ro the goals. Fo r each perfo rmance 
measure, there are benchmarl<s: ta rgers of where we would 
like to be on each measure at a specifi c ci rnc in rhc future. 

In summary, rhe Groweh olltlcil bel ieves rhar high qua liry 
of life fOl' all Ma ine people can be achieved by working on 
goals in the :u cas of ECOIwIJIJI. C()mmIlJJit)' ;"tlld EJJlJil'oJJ1JIclJI. 

Withi n these broad goa l areas, ten sub-goal areas wirh d ,s­
crete goals have:.' also been id enti fied. We mon iror 60 pe l'fo r­
mance meaSlIl'es and measure pl'Ogl'css against a bell hmflrk 
fo r each. 

GOALS AND MEASURES INTEGRATED __ 
Whil e progress is reponed on individua l measures in specific 
goal areas, it is im porranr to remember that their performance 

is rci:u cd [Q slIccess or fa ilure of orher issues measured in the 
repOrt. All of the goa l areas and pe rfo rm ance measures arc 
parr ot a larger sysrem that is interrelated and inrerdependc[lr. 

The Growth Co uncil developed a diagra m to illusrra te these 
relationships. (See the inside COveI' of the repo rt.) That dia­
gram shows rhe achievement of [he vision stntemenr - :l high 
qua li ry of li fe for all Main e:: ci ti z.ens - at the inrer$ection Qr 
the three goal areas and rheir measures. T he diagram shows 
(hm ach iev ing rhe goals and benchmarks is a coopcr;}t ive 
effon. P O I' insrance, it has been doclimenred rhal' a person's 
in come is ['elared [Q h is or her' level of educational arrain­
mellt . Prorecting Maine's cla im of being "v;]c;]tionI.1I1d", 

whi ch cO lHributes ove r $5 bi llion tourist dollars 1'0 the Ma ine 
economy each year, is largely dependent 0 11 the health and 

2 Prepared by the Marne Development Foundation for the Maine Economic Growth Council, January 2002. 



beaut)' of our natura l environment. The number of people in 
Mail1e who smoke cigarettes is imponant to economic and 
community vita li t), because of its impact on employees pl'O~ 
duCtiviry, health care ex pendi tures and fam ily health. 

The reader is encouraged to seek Out and consider othel' re la­

tionships among the performance measul"eS, 

Hel'e is a brief overview of Maine's recenl progress, 

OVERVIEW OF PROGRESS _____ _ 
The 2002 I'esrructured report conta ins 40 measures thar 

appea red in earlier editions of Met/sum of Crowth, and 20 
new measures have been aclded for a toral of 60 perrol'mancc 

measures. 

Of rhese 40 measu res rhat had been previously tracked, 

Maine made posirive progress on II , losr ground on 18 and 

held steady on 5 orhers (5 had no new dat.' to report pl'Ogress 

on). The 20 new measures showed mixed resul" relative to 

hisrorical dara. Dehnitive starements about their progress 

cannOt be made because rheil' benchmarks wel'e established 

on ly this yeaI'. 

The ,rowth Council awarded eight Gold Stars to perfor­

mance measures o n whi ch we are doing exceptiona lly well . 

Citizen Participation in Con11mmity Activities achieved its 
benchmark, earning it a Gold Star. T he other measures that 

the Counci l recognized for exceptional performance are: 

Sustainable Pomt LOllds; Wit",· Ql/olllJ of Mal'ille Al'eas; 
Cl'ime; IJmploymcnt of the Disabled; \-0UI' TlIl'llol/t, Povtl'lJ; 
and Child IYltIl-Bdllg. 

T he Growth Co uncil assigned 13 Red Flags to performance 

measures that particularly need attent ion. Especially nore­

wo rthy is rh e fact that fOlir of these Aags were assigned to the 

eight Ill easures in the Sieilled and Edl/ctued WOl'k,," sub-goal 

area. Red Flags were given to: Personalincollle; Research and 
Development Investmm t; New Products and Suvices; Local tint! 
Stare 'lax Burden; Associfllcs Degr~c Attainment; Bacbciors 
Degree Allt/lummt; Crndllflu Degru Attainll1'11t; Lifolollg 
Learning; t,;nployer-Spol1Sol'ct! 7i'aining; Popl/lfltion of Service 
Cmur Communities; Cigaretle Smoking; Dommic Assaults; 
and J.rI.rCllry Contnminfltiofl. 

GOALS AND MAINE'S RECENT PROGRESS 
TOWARD ACHIEVING THEM ____ _ 
Below is a brief description r rhe progress made in the dis­

creet goal and sub goal a,·eas. 

ECONOMY 
Goal: Sustained Economic Development 
A high quality of lift in Maille cltpends 0/1 a vibrant and 
SIIstainable econom)~ which is ,.tirmt!ated by business irmo­
vation, a competitive business climate and a highly educat­
ed workforce. The vitality of communities and the health 
and sustainability o(Maine's rltlturalresoul'ces also clepends 
on a vibrartt and sustainable ecollomy, and they support its 
achievement. The measures in this section tell tIS tbflt while 
tbe Maine economy bas a goat! foundation, it is in dang"/' 
of stagnation. 

PROSPERI1Y: The wealth of all Maine people wlJJ 
steadily increase. 

Overall, the level of prospel'ity enjoyed by Maine peopl e is 

"elarively low and needs improvement. C/'oss Sttlte Product 
(GS P), the most widely accepted indicatol' of geneml eco­

nom ic activity, increased about 4.4 percent during 2000 (the 

mOSt recent year for which we have complete dara) , which 

was a slower pace rhan experienced in New England, where 
GSP grew by 6.4 percen t. In addition , our national rank on 

pC I' capi ta Pmonal l1"om. did not improve this year and 

Maine remained at 36th in the nation, earning a Red Flag 

again this year. On ly 67 percent of Mai ne jobs pay a Livable 
Witge, much less rhan should . In addirion, a new measute 

reports that Maine households hold 100 much of their dis­

posable income in debt, a particularly troubling statistic dur­

ing an economic downturn, On a posirive not"e, lvlaine con­
tinues to outpace New England in Employment. 

BUSINESS INNOVATION : Innovation wi ll be a 

hallmark of Maine businesses. 

The performance measures send a negative message rhis year 
regarding the extenl to which Maine is achieving this goal. 

For the first time in eight yea,'s, 1i1lcI'I1fltionai ExpO/'1S 
dropped in Maine, largely a resull of loss of exports in the 

semiconductor industry. From 1999 to 2000, the number of 

new businesses started in Maine increased by 3.8 percent; 

over the same rime period the number of new businesses 
starred in New England increased by 7.7 percem. A new 

measure tells us [hat Maine is investing much less in Resrarch 
fi nd D~lJel(}prnent per Maine worker than is needed to 
increase overall prosperit),. Ntw Prot/llcts allti Services was 
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given a Red Flag this year fo r f.1.i lure to sign iflca nrly improve 
over the past six yea rs. According w a new measure, Interuet 

Connectivity in Maine, or [he number of computers con­

necred ra rhe Inrerne[, has been incrcasing bur scill lags 
behind the narional figures. Additiona ll y. Mnnufoeluring 
ProdllctivjlJ' conrinues ro increase. 

BUSIN ESS CLIMATE: Maine will have a con<isrc nl­
Iy positive business climate. 
A srnrc's busin ess cli mare can eicher stimul;nc or hinder eco~ 
nomic grOWTh, and the measul'cs ind icate thar JVla inc has 
wori( ro do in rhis area. Fisl.'fi/ Sfllbilil.y, which measures [he 

relatio nship between changes in income and Laxes, W:.lS less 
vo lat ile this YCH r rh ~lIl lasl. Howevcr, Load (flld Strife 7ftx 

Burden increased dramatica lly. justifyi ng of a Red Flag. The 
COSI oj'EnergJ', which now mcasures the average cosr of dec· 
rriciry (or the ind usnial sector alone. has shown no 
il1'lprovcmcnr for rhe past few years, and a new measu re 
ill umares rhar the Cost oj Hetl/tb Cm'e is of concern for 
Maine businesses and people. The percent of freight 
shipped by allern arive modes has decreased. a signal that the 
snuc's transportation system needs to become ma rc co m· 
peri ri ve and effi cienr. 

SKILLED AND EDUCATED WORKERS: Maine 
wo rkers wilt be among the highest skill ed and best 
educa ted in New England . 
E.ducarion levels nrc co nsidered a key facmr in ach ieving and 
susraining economic growth. The performancc measures in 
this arC;l [ell LIS (har Maine must focus on increasing the cdu· 
carional levels of its cirizcns, especially its workers. Over half 
of the measures in [h is secrion of the report were given Red 
Flags, an indi carion of the councWs concern and belief that 
M:1 ine has serious work 1'0 do in (his sl1b~goa l area. 

T",'o new measures on youth lea rn ing - P({I'CIlfS Reflding /.0 

Childrel/ anel Seeol/dllly Schoo/ Acbieoelllmt - suggeS! that 
ea rly IC:1rni ng opportunities, which are th e foundarion for 
higher educarion, arc stron g in Maine. rvl:.l l'ly more people 
have a I-ligh School education in M:line tha n in most orher 
states. However. higher education degrees wi ll likely be 
requ ired for jobs of rhe future. and less rhan a third of 
Maine's populat ion has attained a 13:tc;helo r's Degree. New 
data on Assot:irltes Degree Attflinment and Gmdunte Degru 
AIII/il/meni shows li ttle progress, according to nn estirnare 
done by rhe U .. Census Bure:tu since (he last decenniaJ cen· 
sus. Maine still lags behind New England for G'l'I1dufl/e 
Degree Atftl ;l1meul and the percent of people over 25 with an 
Assol'ifll.f's Degree decl ined over the PilSt 10 yca rs. M~lin e also 
shows poorly in co ntinuing ed ucation rhis ye;H, widl 

Elllployer-Spo/JSOI~cI Tl'I1iuil/g down from the last ),ear data 
were reported an d very low p.uticipati on in Lifelollg 

Leflrlling. Bo[h these mcasures receivcd Red Flags for con­
tinued poor performance. 

COMMUNl'IY 
Goal: Vibrant Communities 
Vibrant communities nre safe, Ilttl'activ(! plnces to Litle, 

stimultlte leadenhip tlnd dvic engagell1eltl, nnd serve tiS n 
SIIpportive environment for children (wei fomilies. These 
comnl/mities support the achievement of (I high quality of 
life for Mtline citizem by prooitiing the social (lilt! forni/in/ 
fou.nt!ation for healthy and engtlget! citizfIls auclfor equnl 
opportunit) Vital cOlllltwnities UlII nlso (tttmct new m i­
elmts ant! 11<I1l bllSillesses to t/" sttlte. bOlh of wbich are 
importtlnt for a Stlstainabie and vibmttt economy The 
mellSl"':S inelictlte that while Maine COlllt1lwlities nre gen­
emily vittll p/tlces. disparities exin. 

C IVIC ASSETS: T he vita lity o f Maine communities 
will be enhanced by increasing citizen parti cipation 
and leadershiJl . 
The measures indicate rh:lt Mainc's communi ties have 
many assers, bur that severnl fa ctors could compromise that 
siruarion. A new measure, Child l,(lell· BeiJlg, reports that 
M,linc ranks co nsistcnti)' in the rop-ten sta res fo r healthy 
childrcn and, co nsequenrly, has one of the best environ· 
mcnts in which to raise children. Voter TurlJout shows [hat 

Maine's involvement in the 2000 Presidentia l election was 
second in the narion . Cilizf!1I Pflrticipfltion ill ommflllit)l 
Activities has incrc:JSed ro rhe almost Ihrce qU;lncrs of the 
popubrion reponing sllch involvement. ea rning it a Gold 
Sta r. Busi nesses also appear to be t:1king a more acrive role 
in their local communities and schools than laSt yea r. fn 
spite of these trends, commlll1 iry assets arc under str<1 in. 
IIjfol'ciniJ/. Housillg. l1leasLII'cd for rhe first time rhis yea r. 
rcpans that rhe ra tio of median home price to median 
household income in Ma ine in creased from 1997 and 2000. 
And ali I' population cOlllill ll CS to move our of ccnrral (Owns 
1'0 more rural areas, promoting sprawl and its associa red 
costs throughout (he scare. Mn in c also spent less th an 
No rthern New England on Arts ({nti Culture this ),ear, 
important ingred icnrs of strong communirics. 
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D ISPARITIES: Eco""mic disp'lI'ity will be continual­
ly ,-educed. 
There are a number of troubling dispariries among Main e 
people ,har adversely affecr rhe vi tality of Ma ine's communi­
ties, and the exrCIH to which people contribute to economic 
growth and expcrience a high quali ty of li fe. T he County 
Incom" Disprtrity reponed berween Ma ine's wealthiesr and 
poorest counties has still nor declined, and ,his year per-capi­
ta income in Mai ne's foul' poorest co un ties was only 63 per­
cent of that iJ1 the four wealthiest CO LI 1"1 ties. There is, howev­
er, some good 1.1ews. More people reported ,har rheir work­
place was free of discrimi nari on, an d Employment of tb. 
Disabled in Ma ine continues (0 be higher than rhe n~ ri o na l 

pc rcen t~lgcJ eaming it a Go ld Smr' this year. A new rn eaSlII'e, 

PO"erl)', reveals rhar rhe pe"ce'mlge of Maine people are li v­
ing in poverry is lower rh an in rhe Un ired Srares. 
Addiri onally, rbe num ber of peo pl e living in poverty in 
Ma ine is decli ni ng, 

HEAlTH and SAFETY: Maine people will be healthy, 
and will live ,md work in safe communities, 
afe communi ties wi th healthy ci tizens are importan t to the 

vitali ty of Mai ne's commu nities. Ma.i ners can continue to 

take pride in the co nrinued lowering of an already low Crimt 
Rate. However, DomeItit." Assaults shows .Maine's women are 
increas ingly at risk. Alld while Maine registers a very low mte 
of /n,IIIt Mo .. tnlit), the nu mber of dea rhs attJ" ibu ted ro va ri ­
ous Chronic Dim/us in Ma ine is still too high, Ciga .. ttte 
Smoking among 18-34 yea r a ids increased aga in , ea rning this 
performance measure a Red Flag. A new ind icator of Health 
1/1S", .. rlllce Covemge shows rhat the percentage of Maine peo­
ple withour health insura nce coverage js lower rhan th e 
nnrio nal average, but srill needs to be improved. 

ENVIRONMENT 
Goal: Healthy natu.-al.·esou l"ces 
Otle of Maine's g .. eatest cornpetitiue advantages is its nat­
"ml environm.ent. Its health is supported through preser­
vation and stewmdsbip. !l1aine's natttmi en:vironment is 
also importa1lt to the econOl11Y, which htls tmditio11fdly 
been based all natural resource ;ndl/st .. ies such (IS timber 
barvesting and agricttlttll'e. 7/1C measures tell us tbat while 
the state contin'lles to bost generally bealtby natural 
resources, citizms mllst be 1!igilal1t and proactive about 
protecti"g tbe natural envimnment Jo .. futlll'e use and 
mjoyment, flS well as Jo .. natura! habittlt. 

PRESERVATION: Maine will be characterized world­
wide as a place of extraordinary natural be.ury. 
Indicators in th is sub-goal area suggest that while we arc 
making progress, we arc also falling behind in tcrms of pre­
serving envimn mental qua] it·y in Ma in e. T he acres of 
Conservation Lands conrinllcs to in crease, and [he acres of 
Oars and waters closed to shellfish harvesting in the state's 
marine areas co ntinues (0 decli ne, boch positive signs. 
Progress has not been t"ade in severa l criti cal areas. In [he 
summer of 200 1 Maine had fifteen poo r Air QUlility days, 
whereas last year only three such days were reco rded. A new 
measure focusing 0 11 rhe impact of Mercury Con tttmil1ti.tioll 
on Mai ne's wildlife reports that fewer Coml110 11 Ma ine loon 
chi cks survive to adulrhood, a proxy for the adverse impacts 
rhat mercury pollurion has on our del icate ecosystem. 

ACCESS: Access to Maine's natural resources will be 
sustained for responsible productive and nonproduc­
tive purposes. 
Mai ntaining access to Mai ne's naru rai resources for both 
production and recreation is imporca nt to mailHail1ing the 
state's economic adva l1 tagc and promoting a high qu ali ty of 
life genemlly. T he amo un r of fo res tland cCl:tified as well 
managed continu es to i'lcrease, a good sign both fo r the 
fuwrc of the industry and the resource. However, the CO I11 -

me"cial fishin g industry continues to be seriously challenged 
and the Fo rm ing industry's viabili ty is rhrearened by a co n­
tinued decl ine in rh e number of acres in /'rodltctive 
Farmlflnd. 

STEWARDSHIP: Maine people and businesses will 
be world leaders in acring fOl' rhe good of the naru ral 
environnlcnt. 
Ma llY Mai ne peop le and businesses arc acring as srewards of 
(he environment, but [here is room to improve. The nu mber 
of rrips Maine people are making usi ng alternative modes of 
tra nsporr (such as buses or ,'a il ) is il1 creasing "darive to t"ips 
made with <l uto rnobiles. a posirive sign fo r rhe srare's e l1 v i ~ 

I"O l1mcntal he<llth . T he amoun t of mu nicipal waste rhat is 
recycled in M'line has increased but still remains below half 
of all waste, and should be in creased. 
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(lc"onaJ I"come R.a..nking Stilllo .... A high perso/l:!.1 illcOllle is :l eli,\,";1 ~tk'(.ljon of ~o­
nomic: prosperit)', and helps to support olher ccollomi, activity. I\o\aillc mnks 36 1 in lht IlattOn 
011 pel'Sonal income SCllld ill~, Historically, Maine has been approx imately 15 percent below the 
nadonal :tvcruge 0 11 pcr-C'Jpit':l income figures, Th is pcrlonnancc measure gets a Red Fbg again 
dlis ~'ca r bcc:lusc of l:tck of progress ill illcre,t5i ng the personal il lConlC of Mail le pl..'Oplc rd aliw co 
mher sr.lIes in the union . 

Maille's lack ofimprovemenr illihis pcrformallcc 1ll1',15t1re is bcsr (Xplaille(1 in r..:l:niol1 10 larg­
er gains experienced in pcr-capi ta incomc ililhe regioll ,lIld Iml iol1 . III 2000. Maim:'s illCOlllC per­
Clpit.l (total incoille {'"med ill thc St.lfe dividc..--<I by lhe scatc's population} was 525.399, cOlllp .. l red 
to the New Engblld ;lI'eragl!ofS38.824 (lIId Ihe Ullited Smits' avel':lge of$29.451. From 1999 to 

2000, per-c<lpi{';\ irlcome il) Mainl! I;jrew by 3.24 percell t while per-Glpim income fur the U.S. as a 
\\,hole grew 3. 18 perccli l ;l1ld per-Glpita incol1 lc across New England grew 4.83 percent. Income 
is del'ivcd from \\';ISCS and sal<lrics but il ;llso comes from olher sources such ;IS returns on invcs t'-
11ICII IS and trnnsfe r pa)'menl's frolll govemlllcnf. 

Incrt:lSi llg pCl'sulJaI incoille is fli lldollncnr::ll lo :lchic\' ing;\ higll (Iual i! )' of li fe for Maine ci tize ns. 
People arc ;'lble to live a high qual ity li fe if they have the ml'anS to Sc..'CIII'C ils found:nion, whether 
dml' is housing. Ileotlth illSlI ranee or ;1 en to drive fO work. LlI :mri~, which m:lny people include 
in their definition of a high qllJlil)' oflife, also depend Oil a n:;IJ;omlble incol1le. Pl't1iOnal income 
llholild also Ix: viewed wi dl eOSf of living differences between smtt'S and regions in mind . 

The: U.S. BurC:IlI of Econoll1ic Anai)'sis periodic:tl l), revises existi ng darn on personal incollle. 
Durin l;j those revisions, lhe BEA lldjusts I11l' thodology. source darn and other input maors as nee­
emr)' ro proviue a morc aCcur.l tC picture of the Sf:ltt of lhe 1,.'(01'10111)'. Those adjust ments account 
for the sh irts of M:!im:'s historiC'dl r:l l1ki ng in personal income among the 50 Sf:ltcs. 

M.a.inci Economic; Growtb low$ Rdati\·~ 10 c,," EngLtnd \ In 200U, 1\.J"im.'5 grullll 

Sr.lrc product w:\s estima too to be ~35.6 billion, up 4.4 percenr (rom 1999. During rhc same Linle 
pCl'iod, thc New England economy grew af ,I f.iS tCt· IXICC of 6.4 percclll'. Tbe ~'b i ne cconMl)' 
accounts for ;,bOli t 6 percelll of New Engl;\I1ds ccononl ~'. 

Since the M;line Economic Growt h COllncil 1x-g.;U1 tl':ICkillg this pcrfonmmcc 111( ... lSUl'c ill 
1994, the New Ellbland 1.."(0 110 111)' h:1.~ gl'OWIl 46.4 percell t while the Maine ecollolllY has growil 
34. 1 percent. 

Gross st~1I'e product;s lhe val ,ie added ill prodliCliol1 by bbor aud property IOC:l1 l..xl ill ;I state. 
It is a rUIlcl:HlICllIrl l nJ{':lsurt of ('Collom;c 11Ca.llh and the primar), determinant of the extcnt to 

,,11ieh :111 ecOIlUIll)' is growing or ill rcc('Ssioll. The SIIIll of Vlllue :Iddt .. d in all industry sectors IOlli is 

gross Stale prod uct. 
ror COISe or col11p:u·ison. the gr.lph shows M:lille :md New Englal1d d:na indexed to 1990, 

whereby 1990 I':ll ues were I'q ul'1 li'I.(,(\ to 100. 

Enlplo),meot in Milinc- Up O\(raJl. BUI Manufat1unng ll11ployment 
Continues Slow Dcc1inc From 1999 to 2000. emplo)'ment ill Maine srew 3. , percent 
,,~ ,i l e emplo)'mcnf ill New England as a whole grew 2.3 1>CI'CCrlt and crn ploymcllf ill the nation 
gl'l!W 2.2 1>Cl·celll·. For (';,d , of lhe P;15t six years, the l1umlxrofjobs in Maine h;t5 incrcotSC'd ;l1l ;l\'C I'­

age of 2.2 pt rctU( pcr YC;lI'. 
This ),(ar the pcrrorlll:mcc tl\e;lSure breaks elllplo),I11('m figures iruo tl]((.'c major in<iuS('I)' 

groups - M:H1l1 F,u.:tul'ing, NOll Mal1u f.1cluring (which illclrfdrs: Milling; WholeS/de Thlfle; 1l1·,'nil 
7hlfle; COllfll'llffioll; SerlJirrs; Fhll/IIrt:,' I IIII/mllfr IIIltl Rntl Emili',' 7irIllSPOr/(i/ioll; fwd 
COIIIII/I(//;((I(;OIlS (/1111 PIlMir Utili/irs) :u)d Go\'cl'II mclII . This was done 10 provide a cloSCI' look at' 
dte cOlllposiliol1 ofemplo),lllciit in M~l i nc. The gmpll shows Ihulthe nOII-m'llluf.1cllIring and gov-
1,.·I' II IIICllt S«IOfS h;lvc i l l cr~SC(1 ovcr th(" ),1..':11'.) while l])llllU f.1C1l1 ri ngjobs ill Mai llc ],:1\·(" IX'Clllk,lill­
ill g for more lhan n dec..'lde. 

Scvcr:tl industries in panicul:l r arc eont ribwing 10 the growt h ill emplo)'l\lelif in the 11(1 11-
t1uln ufacUi ri ng group. From OctolJCr 2000 to October 200 l , Maine's cOllstrtlction int1uSlr)' 
:\ddcd 1,500 jobs - :\ 5.3 p( recm increase. Ma ille's sl'rvice industries added 8.500 jobs, for a 
4.9 perCcllt increase. During tilt S:llllC till le period. d,c lI umber of 1l1:llltl filcttlring jobs 
decreased b)' 1.2 perCtllt . 

Those flgtl rc,s rcprcscllt full :lnd parr-time all lUMI ;I\'cml;jecl1Iplo),nlCll t, but do not include furm 
worker~ or self-ell lployed people. This is all indicator of tl,c nun Iocr of jobs in Maine, un like the 
llilciliployment rale, which illd ic;( t(-:; how many people arc our of work. This ptrfonu:l.nce m:::I­
SUJ'C 5holiid be viewed with die III:xr indi('':1Ior, whiel l depicLSjobs flJIII HI)' It Li/I(/b/f! \\'llgf!. 

6 Prepared by the Maine Development Foundation for the Maine Economic Growth Council, January 2002 . 



Pcrct'nl of Maim.' Jobs dial PaY;l Livable \Vagc Stagnant In 2000, "boUl 67 per­
celli or all jobs in M:tin~ paid what rhe Growlh Council calculalcs to b~ an 1lI11luai livabie 
wage (01' Ih:u year: $20,792 ror a ramil)' of two. There h;'ls been no cll:lng~ in this percem­
age since the I:ISt report. 

If people are not COlfllil1g a high ellough wnge 10 Slippor! r he lllselv~s :lI1d thei r non-income 
earnillg dependenrs (such :IS child ren, SpOLLS~S, or ciders), thty arc forced either to live wilh· 
out some basic necessities, or depend on some type of public assist:l nce. £.'lch has a neg.u ivc 
impact 0 11 individuru health and morale, :md 0 11 the economy. Jobs th:n pay below a livable 
w::Igc arc no\' likely to coruriburc to a vibr:ltlt :lIld slLstainable economy :md they ultimalely 
result in higher I':tXCS for Maine businesses and cit izens. 

This perrormance measure considcr'S :t liv;lble \<r.lg~ (Q be 85 perccl1l above the poverty linc 
(csr,tbl ishcd by the U.s. Departntell[ of L,bor) wage for n fumily of two. In dw way, it is dirc.-'Ctly 
rclarc.:d to lhe Ilu mber of Maine people living in povcny. The fiul1i1y size: of two was chosen bl'C:I LLSC 
roughly hair orall Maine. pl'Ople ~re employed (each job in Mnillc supports roughly tWO people). 

The number of lh·;lbie WAge job$ i$ calcula ted by looking 01 1 the average annllal wages paid 
in each Maine industry (451 of ('hem defined by a three-digi t Standard Indum ial Code) and 
si mpl)' adding up Ihe number of jobs in those industries Ihat pay above Ihe livable v.r:lge. This 
number is then divided into the lot'(ll number oqobs to arrive:tt the percelllage of jobs that 
pay a livable W'lIge, 

5. Dependency Ratio 
... Benchmark he fatio of Maine's over 65 POpulillion to Mar~e's workinq 

- age population, 23 in 2000, will continually decline throu "2020 

Almost :1 Quarter 01 Maine! Populatton Over 65 and Dependelll In 2000, tile 
ratio of M:line's pop"lation ovcr 65 to Maine's worki ng age population (t l lO~e betweclli lic ages 
of 17 and 64) was .23, meaning th:!.t for every lao working-age people in Maine there afe 2.3 
people who were O\'c-r 65. This is an increase from 1990 when the r:ltio was .2 1 :mel higher 
dian tl lc2000 ll:lliona lr:l tioof . 19. 

The ratio of Maine's dderi)' population to its workforce is ex pected ill increase over the 
Ilex{ deCIde lmd wi ll h:tve:l s iglli~cant impact on Maine's economy. As a result, the Sf:lle will 
likely fuce il1creased COStS and demands for slich things as hea lth C:l I'e and fmnsporralioll . The 
COSt of these new services will largely be borne by a di minishing workforce populAt ion, which 
is also predicted by Maine demogr:rphers. 

This tn~asure is called the dependency ralio Oec.'luse it broadly defines people over 65 :1$ 

dependent based on rhe mer Ih;tr they arc, in gencr:tl. no longer working. HO\vcver, many peo­
ple over the age of 65 lI fC ;'Ictive, comribliling members of society Ihal art flnancinlly ind~­
pendenr. The state is in vest iga ting wa),s to capitalize on ,hat group's energy and expert ise, as 
wel l 35 potendal new markers. 

The dependency m io is derived by comparing the populnt ioll tlmc is over 65 to the pop­
ularioll that is of cmploymel\l' nge - berween 17 and 64 yea rs of age. T his measure is an i ndi~ 
C HOI" of rhe economic challenges or Maille's shi fting demographics and should nor be viewed 
;t.~ a derogatory statement ahoU! {\'Iai ne's elderly population. Achievement of the goal should 
be addr~ssecl from the perspective of increasing rhe working population or the SllIlC ra1l1cr 
th:U1 decreasi nG the elderly population. 

6. Household Debt 
. Benchmark: The percent of household Income that 1\ held in non·mort· 

- gage debt, 20.7 percent in 2000, will continually clecline through 2005. 

Uebt Comprj~Cl One~fifch ot Di.sposabl( Incomt: in Maine HOIJ.\clmlth In 
2000, lhe ourslfLllding debt of M~ine households was 20.7 percent of disposable income, :H1 
increase from 1999, when th:u perccnr::.ge \vas 20.3 pcocenl. Oebt le"ds have bC'en increasing ill 
Mai ne houscholds since 1992 and have historically btt:n above 15 percellt of disposable houSC'· 
hold income. 

HOllsehold debt levels in the Uni ted States Imyc historically been very similar (Q those ill 
Maine. Nationall)" oll lsrnnding debt was 21 peocent of disposable income in 2000. 

When Mai ne households carl')':1 large percent~e I)f their disposable income in dcbt, they 
are vulnerable and arc m.prcpared 1'0 weather an economic dowmurn. Keeping:t high per· 
cenrage of disposable household income in debt also dccre:tSes rhc :unOIlIH of money tlrat fum­
il ies can pur imo savings or investll1ents, which are imporlallr to long.rcrrn cconomi st.'curity. 

Household <Icbl represents ;'I II debt, eKCept morrgage debr. including credit cards, store 
cards, :ltJd debt owed to comp:mics such ;1$ utili ties or phol1e companies. Disp"S;1ble income 
is dl(:~ ;Imount of mOll ey tim a household has av:lilable fot" immeclinre purchases and payments. 

Percentage of Jobs that Pay a 
Livable Wage, 1995·2000 
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Research and Development 
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7. Research and Development Investment 
'..i.:.~ .. Benchmark: Investments In research and development per Maine ..... , -

. worker, S25S.44,n 1998, will Increase to $1,000 ~rworker by 20 O. 

~h and DneJopmcllt 10\ ItnCOnt Needs to lnt~r In 1998. M:unt! com­
J)'1nies. nonprofit:. and education insticurions invcsted over $159 nli ll ion doll:lrs in research :l,nd 
developmenr. In {h:u year, 623,500 people were working in lvl:iillc. I1lt ll1ins Ihat Maine invcst­
ed $255.44 pCI' worker on research and development in 1998. TIm is:ln increasc frol11 1997 . 
when the same groups spent onl), $237.49 pel' worker in Moline. 

Allhough Maine increased (he amount of rese:lrch :lnd devclopmetH spending per worker 
rrolll 1997 to 1998. (lie srmc hots a Ions way 10 go 10 achic\'e (hc esrablished bcnchlll:1.rk. '1'0 call 
:mcmiotl 10 the work thar 1Icc<ls to be done in th is ptrforrnaoce Ill t:lSUre, the rowlh CO\.II\c11 
11;1s givcn ir a Itl.J Fbg Ihis )'ear. 

ItWeSUllem in research ;me! development has been idet'tt ir.,xl :.'lS a fOllnd:ttion ,md signir. t:t11l 
driver of prosperi ty and a high qualiry of life. In Maine. indUSlry collsisrcncly invests the n'K'>St 

monc), rcl;Hivt to olhcr sectOt'S in research and dt'\·riopmcnt . 582 million in 1998. Still, ill order 
(Q :lchicvc lhe slale(1 goal. "'I:lil1c's industries will Iltt.'d 10 be evell more rocllscd on rcstart:h ~nd 
developmellt. Th~ t ' wi ll I'C(lui rc eOrlt il1l1cd foots on encouragi ng innovarion and technology. 
i tlClllding colltitltlcd de\'d oj)mcnr of indIIStl'), dusrers. 

lr is import:ttll to no{(~ !1m 1998 dara docs nor include rceen!' increases ill Mai ne state go\'­
CrJIlllCtt ( invcstmcms ilt research and dcvelopmenl. Stare rescarch alld devcloplllct tt inVCStmCllf 
ill Maine has jncrta~cd from 59 million in 1998 to over $40 mill ion in 2001, according ro the 
M:linc Scictlcc aud "J'cclmology FOllndation. 

An :tJ1;1J),sis l:l)' the M:linc St'olt t Pl:lnning DOlce idenrilied rescarch and dC'Vclopmmr and 
b.lchelor's dcgrce al l':1illlllcnt Je.,'cis as lile kcy to increasing per-c:;:tpim income in Maine. The stud}' 
determined (har Maille would need 10 spend $ I ,O~~ (in 2001 dolhrs) per worker 10 incrc:1se its 
per-clpira income. The bcnchnt:lrk for rhis indic:ttor is b:1sed on this anal)·sis. 

8. International Exports 
-. ..... ..' • t......o..-

J. Benchmark: The value 01 Maine's International exports Will grow fa~ler, on 
l' avera e an lhe rowth In alue of US InternatIonal exports from 1994 to 

In ternational Exports Decline For the Fir.st1ime in Eigbt Years From 1999 [0 

2000. Maine c.xpons dedin(xl 12.6 percent whi le U.S. expons grew 12.2 perccnr. 'n,is is Ihc fi rst 
t inrt in eight, ),(';lr5 dtal' the amouttl ofimcrn;lI ;onal exportS has declined in MOline. 

In 2000. I\>bine com,,~ nics csport cd $1.9 billion worth of products. $895 million worth of 
pr(Klucr W:1S exporrcd 10 Camel;! . $137 million worth of prod~I'T to Mab),sia. :Uld $79 mi llion 
worrh of prodllcr to Japan. I:ifry. fi vc percent of all M:\ inc ('spo rtS in 2000 were ill semiconduv 
tor!>. paper pmdllns. and lumber :tnd wood prod ucts. 

Maine's imernational exports fel l belween 1999 and 20UO largely becau.~ of a dfflinc ill Ihe 
SI;W.:'S shipmclI [s of scmicOlldllCtOrS to Singapore and Malaysia. Howevcr. otlter rmrkets in the 
s:tme indusrry grew, divcrsifying marketS as well :'IS products. 'l1,c ek,(lrottics :1ncl d t'Cui(:'al t'<juip­
menf indust!'),. including s(, ll1icondllcrors, had produced a bllOyit lS <:flOCI rot' Mai tte since t~,kil1g 

off in 1997. eclipsing paper and :1l1ied prod ttcrs. which reg; li ned ils (OP spor when {he cxpon of 
semiconductors W:l tl L-d in 2000. 

11,esc d:ua rcprL'scm dIe value of products exported to otht r coutJtries, bitt cxclude services. 
For case of comp:lrisoll . the gmph shows M~,inc ~Uld Unilt'([ StMt'S dnta indext"<llo 1990. wh(1'('· 
by 1990 values were cqualii'.ed to 100. 

\t.ain b:J'"";cnc U~Hl 

England In 2000. ). 135 nt:w bllsinc:sscs sl.lt tcd in Maine. 3.8 percent mort' Ih,\I1 in 1999 . 
The r:ue of ncw business 5mr~ across Nt'w Engla/ld Olltpaced Maille, increasing 7.7 percenl over 
fhe same lime period. 

This perform:mce mc:t.~ ltre is :trt indicllor of Ihe avaibbilil), of in veSIIllC/u C:lpiml and die 
extellt 10 which p<-'Ople perceive economic oppornttlitics. 

The mtaSlire ilsdf does nOl' consider Ihe Illtmbcr orbusillC'.s.s f.t ililres. acquisirions or Inergp 

CI'S. If is fhe numhcr of businesses each )rcar tllm are "a rlCw registmtio,l" wiLh the Smle. or an 
:1pplicnm for a new :ICCOllnt' Illlmbcr widl lilt st':1 re's dcp:lnment of cmplo)'lllent ~e<:lIritY. Aho. 
Ihe (bra prescnted here fencer on I)' nc\\' businesses Ihat have:1I' le:1sr OtiC ctnplo}'ce. other d1.1n 
the owncr. 

For l"3Sc of comparison. the graph shows Maine and New England dala indexed fO 1990. 
whcl'cb), 1990 values weTC equalizL'(l to 100. 

8 Prepared by the Maine Development Foundation for the Maine Economic Growth Council, January 2002. 



10, Job Growth Among New Businesses _ , 
~ __ .... .10...:...1.. ........... :..--=-_ ........ ".:.........1. 1'1a...I.. fl~ .... 

~ Benchmark: Ma,ne', national rank among the 50 ,tales on lob growlh 
'. among ew I""ine,ses will, prov fro ~9lh ,n 1 93 lO 3 sl by 2005 

Na(jon.tl Ranle un Job Cro lh S,wsnilnt This ntC;0I$1I1\: loolb :11 nUlllber or new jobs 
created ill firms Jess ,h,m "\'c ye:1l'S old, In 1999, rvbinc:~ ll:llion:tI Sfand ing 011 job growth among 
new busillt'Sscs rCnlaintXl 5lagnant:1t 43rd, 

This: mC:L~Ul'e indiclIcs whether new businesses arc slisraining thelllseives. growing, and 0011-

Iribmillg posirivdy to the economy. It is also :1Il il)dic.lIor or financing avaibblc from banks and 
public lenders. A vibl''JllI :md sustainable ecollomy depends on Lhose f.'ClorS. 

A lonS-lerlll growth itl lilecconotn}' requires not only Ih:'ll all jncrc:lsillg Illll11bcr ornew busi. 
IICSSt'S gCI sr:U'lcd e:lch YC;II', bUI [hal existing businl$CS actually add jobs. 

Red Flng Highlighl.\ Hinorical LlCk oflmprovemcDI 111 2001 .54 perccnt of Maine 
businesses reported tl mt Ihey dcvelopctlllcw proclu((s or services. This is a rcl:llivdy direct mc:t· 
sure ofbminess innova{ioll and is all importaJit indiclIor of how well existing Maine busincsses 
arc competing :md ;ld~ptins 10 new customer needs and managing economic pressures. 

Becausc of a historical lack oFimpfovemel1t, {he Growth Council h:lS gi\ltn this performance 
measu re :t Red Flng Ihi.~ ye:H. Over Ihe pasr four years. the percentage ofMainc busim'sse5 repon· 
ins that Ihey have developed new products or services has remaim.xllow, a lroubling trend for 
Illis fUlldamcnml tllCasllrc of business innov:ltioll. 

In a fasl-pactd, global economy. Maine bllsincs.';cs IIlIIH be :lhle [ 0 capture IICW lnarkel's and 
expand through the devclopmcnr of new products and sef\' ices. Alt hough the pCfCelll:lgc did 
increase Ihis year, lhe rowlh Council would like to see even grcmer improvemenl in the per· 
(tillage of M:1ine businesses producing new products and services bcc:lusc il is so critical 10 pro· 
11l0ling a \'iul':\l1 l :lIld liusl:lin:1blc economy in Maine. 

Maille leaders offot.profit' busin~(".s were asked: "Over the pasl 12 months, did your COlli· 
p:1lly d(.'VClop nt.'W producls or services Ihat are consistent with yOllr corf business?" The data 
above rcfl rcr the pCrcCI II:lgC Ih:1t responded "ye~." The 2 percell! poilU change from 2000 (0 2001 
is nOi sigllific;ult given the SUIVCY sample size. 

ProdUtlivity ( .on(inIIC~ to 100;rea.se 111 1999, cach mallufiKtl lring worker in Maim.' pro· 
cluo:d lIDUllt' $61 ,000 worth of product on avemge, an incrc;1SC of 3. 1 ptrtcnt fmm .. he a\'cmbte 
value of product produccd per l\I:lIIuf:ICfuring worker in 1998. DUI'i ng the SOlllle time period, 
inOation il1 crc:J.~ by 2 PCI"CtIU. 

Produclivity is t"oI.Jclllal"txl in lhis pcrfol'lll<lnce mm.~ure by dividing Ihe IOta! number or mall· 
ur.'Cl u!"ing employccs into value addrd by the maJlufuCluring SCClor in Maine. (Y.,lue added is 
defi ned as the :1I1l01lnt colll ributed by Ihe $eclar to the state's gross stale product. ) Produclivil)' 
Illcasured in Ihis wa), docs not slricdy rcn(:C.c wOI·ker productivilY bcctliSC .lpi l':!l impr()\fCllleIllS 
also illcrtasC the value of produCl, 
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13. Internet Connectivity 
.• ,~ Benchmark The gap between the number of Internet hmt Sites per 1.000 

- re~ldents in Millne dnd the Untted States, 388 Sites In 2000, will contmuaUy 
hn lhrou 00 

Maine Residents Not As Connected (0 the Lnremet As The Nation In 2000, 1'111 tine 
h;ld I O I ,5 Inr~Ttlct host lii rc.-s l)Cr I ,OOU ~idtLl l'liascolllp:IIl .. .J [0 the Unir('(1 $r:'ucs, which l!.ld 140,3 
Sild pCI' 1,000 r{-:; idctlts, Thus, dlc g;lp lx:tm't'n dlc LIlttllhcL' ofhos[ si!{'S pCI' t'csidclU in fvl;'lillc:llLd 
lilt· Ull il('ti Smrcs was ,~8,8 in 2000, 

Vi:tble ;mel SlLSI;'!ilL:lblc ('Col1omicgrowlh dqX' l1ds in p:ln 011 M:litlc's ;lbili l}' W Ir;lIlsiliolL 10 ,I mOl\': 
glnh:tl 1l1arkelpl:lcc 1i nktxl by :111 .1CI \'anccJ tdCCOlll1ll11tlic ilioilS Ilcfwork, This llIeasUt'C provides a 
gCllcml ide;1 of d ll! i Ilcro..':lSt'li :ll1d dC~ I\,;I5C" ill the Iltllllber of Ix'Oplc ;11\(1 businl'SSl'S lIsing the I Illerllet, 
11101lgh !lIIC (.":1111101 delel'lilinc how thc IIIlwlct is lx:illS II.~cd . wlK't hel' it is pcrwn:ll ll':l ns.:lclions or 
,ICCOIII1 I$ jlr"ICcs.~j ng. i l l crel ~ jl lg Ihe ni l\' IlIIl nk:r of J.cop1c ;lnd htl~ illl'..\.~'S c:unllcClcd 1x)tk:..~ wdl (01' 
CI'(.':llillg :t vil> l':llll' ~:conomy, 

J\n iIUCnl" IIOSI is :1 computer or computcr .')'Stelll ph)'!iie lll}' COI1 I1CCIWIIO Ihc Il1t c l 'Il ~', Il i; ;l1\ 
csrim~ lc orfll t' Il lillilllll1l1 1I11nlber or COI111 1\lll'r S)'~le IlIS conlll'CIOO 10 thc Illler'nCI, bCClllSC a gil'cnl losl 
may HI]lpOrt 11\1I1H.'I'OOS Irm ' flIt'1 COlllll'CtiollS, Curl\.'ml)" 110 Il1clhod i~ ;twti l:tblc to :tcctl r. llely deu:r­
mine dK' tlumlx:rorpl lysiC: ll usersm:Ct-:.sing IIlI Cnlt l .s<:1'\'in'S through ;1 giwn host, Ir is also cO ll.~ id el\.'d 
l l1linimtllll C'i liman.: lx'l':'lus(" ho:.I survcys 111"), Ix: blockl"t l from f('.lChing cel'lain hmrs b), fi n..,\I~ IIls.. 

{ U);I llf Ooing Bwill High in Maine Rdalivc U1 U.S. Nl.linc\ C~I tJf d(lin~ bmi­
II~ inch:.'( for :!()OO I\~JS 11 ,2 point \ higher ,11:111 1111: n.llioll:!1 .lver.lgt: of the C~t of doing bU5in~ 
:tnJ 1,1 poims higher thiln Ihe al'erage (OSI ofdoillg busil lcss in Nt·w England ~rnl('S, "111is rcpr~ms 

:. 's('riOi lS ddicit thai I" !aim: IlC('tls til Ol'crcome, "J'his JK'dOrtll.Ll1CC: 1lll'.1S111\.' is :tn illlpon:lllI i ndiC<l ror 
tlf lhe COSts of oper.uing;t business iltlhc Sf;t tC of 1\1l;.il1l.: Id:n i\'~ to olb('r srat~':> , and :1II imlxm:ll11 
w nsiticr.uioll of blls i nc..'i~cs looking 10 rL'iocuc ro /vb ill(', cx p,lIld , or k':l\,c the ~ tat(', 

"n Il' illdn.: includes Ihe lInil COSt nflabot, Ihe CIICI'!;,\' 'OSt ~. :lIId tile fa.>.: burdeu in (':1(h Stalt', Unil 
I,Lbor COSts comprise 75 perCl'll! of lhe index. em:rg), COStS comprise IS P\'I'(ClH :111<1 Ihe (;IX bu rekn 
is 10 lX'reem of [he [1)[.11 index, Unit lahor cO,~ rs :lre dcliul'(l :I~ the : I \'('m~c W;lb(:, :lIld &Il:!rics (':LClll'(l 
ItCr dollar of OllljJ\l[ cre:ul'<1. '1,(' cl1crgy 0051 compclI\ctll of the index romp,lres rhc a\'e l~lb'C ((1111· 
mercial :1I1d imlustfi:tl ciL'Clricil), cost's, ill CClltS per kilow:uI-hour, ro the U,S, avcr.ISc. The I~L>': hilI'" 
dl' ll is Ihe [01;11 t: L>.: burdell :IS:l percellr of 100;tllx:rso l1,ll incoll lc illfl cxed to lhe n:llional dli.X:lil'c fax 
r.uc. which is cIlclli:twd in [he S;1I11e 1l1:lIl1ler, 

M':line was r:Ill I:t'C1 Hlh ill [he n:uion in lhe I:ISI IWO cdi ,ioll~ of Ihis il1dl'X, In 2000, other New 
cugl:md sr.m:s wcrc also l i ~I('(1 Ihe ! ~P ICI_I I1IOS1 CSIX'I1sivc Matts lU conduct bllSin ('S.~, incllldi ng 
MlI,vw:huscns (4 Ih). COI1I1(,(li(UI (51 I) :md VCl'l l1om (I~th ), Maines high r.1Ilk is atrrilmred to il~ 
high ~ t;lI C ilnd lo(all:lx bllfdcn, whidl phlCCd ivl,\ il1C 3r( ill the l1:!tiun 011 this camponelll of the 
ill{l('x in 200t) ,Ilul \\,:15 24,S poinls higher tlt:tn lhe n,lfiojl:11 ,rvemge, III II IC S<llm' rcar, I\!laine's CIler. 
ID' index W:lS 43,9 poims higher' Lll ;Hl tire U.S, ,1\'<: I';I1;;e, 71 I hi~h(:~, in tile n.uion, 0 111)' 1I1e Il lii t labor 
ill{k;.; \\~l~ . 5 poill l.~ IOlvcl' lh:tn Ih<: n;lcional 'I\'Cr.I!,'\: ill 20 00. :!cool'llil l!) 10 t':lictl ia lions dOllC for [his 
pa nia l!.lr il ldcs, 

Tax Burden v.ap Widens Even Funher u\is Year lit 19~9, M;litu: lx'Oplc (;lrnl'l:l ,Ihout 
S30 bi ll ion of inc Ollie. lind paid a loml ufS4 I>ill ioll illM,lt t.! and 10001I11:IXCS, }"r evcry 1,000 l"JrnOO 
:IS illCOll1l' in Maine, :tlxlIIt $132 W:I.~ pai{1 in SI:HC :lnd lnc:ll l:lxes. The :tve l~l t:c 1m. htlrlicil per $1 .000 
ot"in(onll' li)r New England I(lr thc smue )~I f w:tS :Iholll $107,;1 gol]> o r apprOSilll:llci), $25. alld :l 
~igll i fi c:u1t int r('a,><.' from 1998 whcn [he g,lp 1I'a.~ ot ll)' $ lll 'flic lrowlh C:ouneillms cho~ll lo Sil'c 
tll is perfonn:lIl(e I11 c;l.~lIfC' a Rl-d H:tg Illi,~ ),(':If 1)I.'(:ltt5C IIf its conrinut.,(j dccl illC, 

I\ 'uple :Il ld businrsscs making decisions :thOIH wllel'(.' In IOC,11 C look af Ihe mllOlll tt i ll' Ia.,\(':i r]lc)' 
will h ,I\'C to p:t)' a.~ !"lrt of Ih:1I (k'Cisioll, Mai ne comperes widl olher Nell' EIIglalld ~ IOI t CS to :1ttr.ICI 
pt'uple :111(1 bll si n (',\.~ l'.'i . :Ind is conn'rIled wilh irs cOl11p:lmrivc I,IX bu rdcll , Na rional iliJ iCC'i and l11 :tn)' 
l'); l.1CrlS placc Maillc within Ihl' lOp Icmll Ix'rectllilc of Sl:lrcs widl llle IligheM too: burden, which is 
d lcd U}' man)' Maine busilICM('S :l~ :1 disincClHil'c to do b LI.~ i nc.,~ ill lbc Slmc, 

Then' :Irc SI.'\'eml I\':I)'S to IIll'aStlfC I,IX burdell , This tn(.',lsu re w:!s chosen l:x.'t. ... ILL'lC ;t COI l\iuc:rs ,' LL 
mxcs paid to slrlte :tlld locII gOl'cmnlcms. 110! jusl il l('oillc taxes or ;111)' tll hcr ~1K.'( inc type of I.!X('S, 
Also. unlike Ix:r-rnpit.t measures. this tllC;l~urc rd:llcs [':l\:l'S t(l Ihl' sf;m;s rdaril'c wC:lltll , nOi Ihc sin' 
of il$ POPUI:lIiol1, It is caicui:U('(l uy :Idding Ihe 10r.11 [' .. nounl or inconlc. s,llcs, property, corpor.llc 
incollle, :tlld other 1':1.'\0: col lcCll'tl (il docs not include If; tn~ lc l ':'> 1;'011' IIIe f,xlcml gO\'CnLl'II l'll t or mhel' 
1'('\,el1ue sourc('$ stich as liqllor 01' 100 t(' t)' &1k'S) :md dividing th:tt by the loml :1111011111 ofi llC()f llC 
CMllell by inuil'i<III:tls (as a prox), I'Or WC:lllh of the State), The ~Ille calcub tiol1 is 1Il:Ic!e ror tvbinc 
.1Ild fo r New England as :t whole, 

10 Prepared by the M aine Development Foundation for the Maine Economic Growth Cou nci l, January 2002. 



Maine Industrial Energy {M,ts DeC1'1:.a.~e Relative (0 Natiunal Avtrngc In 2000. elcc~ 
Irj r,; jty (:OSt Maine's i ndu~ triltl sector all :\\'cmge of 6.3 cents per ki lowall~hour. Across the nation 
:lS;'l whole, the indliStri,,1 SCC I'OI' paid ;In nvcmge of 4.5 ((illS pCI' kilowatt-hour. The gt':lph shows 
tlml in 2000, Maine industrial electric consumCI'5 paid almmt one and a half times (14 1 pcrcelll) 
Ihe Ilmional average. 

-nU! COSt of dcmiciry is :'I flUtd ,uncl1t,,1 COSt or doing bllSilll:ss :lnd ilS COSt t'eOem :'Iud :lffc<:ts 
other economic conditions. It is imponam tim [he COSI of energy in Maine be competitivel), low 
in order to ,lI1racr and relain uusi m'SSc$ and [0 help support the vitalit), of the Sta[c'S industrial opcr~ 
",iOIIS. Acw;)j lowcl' com [i lay I'encct lower delivery OOSIS, 

Mainc'~ rt'si clelllial conSUlllel'S paid 12.8 cents per kilowatl'.hour in 2000. Nation:tlly. rcsidential 
COllSUlllers paid :111 aVl.:ragc of 8,2 cents per kilowan·hour, Comlllcrcial CuStolllers al10 pay marc 
pCI' kil()wa['t~ho ll r tkul indIl S rl'}~ b[1I less Ih:lll t'e.~jde tlt$, ror die ellcrgy they consume, In 2000, 
Mllill!! commcrcial cntities paid an a\'erng,e or 10.7 Cl.'ntS pt!.r ki low:lu~hour. 

Electricity COSts :'Ire begin ning to be reportt.'d di~~n::gilled, with th l.: production COStS scpamlcd 
from the n':'tl\smission ;lnd diSll'ihllt101l cosrs, ' Imnsmission :111<1 dimibu{ion co.m include stranded 
CoSts. St mncled COStS "CnCCt nel. abovColmi'lcct COSl~ or gencr:ltion oblig.1 tions the uti lities have 
incurred since the: 1980's, prior to rcstrllcrltl'ing that occlIrt't:d in the: latc 1990's in Maine. "nlC'SC 
COSt,~ :l1'C passed on ro COIiSUlllel'S through utilities' rates. Almost 30% of delivery co.~tS :l I'C afll'ih~ 
tired to sirande<! COStS, which should be reduced once thc cxislinggencmlion contr:lClS rxpire wilh· 
in thl.: next decade, 

I'er~(lnru I tt!ahh b:penditures in Maine Rhing The monlhly premium fnr IU."aJth insur· 
:Incc for ivlaine St'l.ltC Employee; has becn gCllera ll), rising Over the past d1!Ctde, In 200 1, dIe il\,t r· 
age prcmiulIl p:tid W:L~ $40 1.98 per IIIOllll! ror a sillgle pcr:O;OIl, a 10,8 PCrcCllt increase frorn 2000 
whCll tll:l t mte wns $362]6, DI'ring the s:tme time period, in n,u ion incl'C:lscd 3 percell(. 

While the eml of health iIISlIl'aIlCC fO\' l\'lai ne Slarc Employees cannot represcnt theeosl ofhcaldl 
inSIlr.lIlCC For all Maine busincss('$ alld priv;nc enterprises. it do('s Sl.:rvl: as :1 proxy for overal l incrt:(ls­
tS in coSt'. 

Ht:':llth cwc inslll':lllCe is a signifiC'.1I1t bencfit for employees :llid all importallf' pm of H.'nu iling 
ill1d mailHaill illg good workers. ·n lerefol'c. lhe :tOor(bbility or li t'al1 I! c:tre insurauce is ,111 important 
P;\I 'I or M:lines bllsinc.~s dilll:lte. 

Thc COSt ofhcalrh care is ofmajol'coneertl (0 Mainc businesses and citizens alike, Nearly 60 per· 
cent of lvlaine citizens have some portion of theil ' personal health expcnditul'(':'i covered under an 
employer-based hralrh iIlS UI~II1CC progl~l lll, mt shifting by govcl'l1l11enr ,tIld those who I:tck ade­
C)u:lre insllr:1ncc coverage is placing an inc r~lse:d burt/e: 11 the: privately insured, which is incre:J..'i ing 
costS fol' businrss("S, 

A stud), done for GoVetilOl' K i l1g:~ Blue Ribbon Commission on Hcahh Ca re fO llnd Ilun in 1999 
auout 12.3 percell! of national GOP was SpCIH on hc:tlt h care, whereas in Mainl.: the amouill is 
auollt 13,9 percellt. A cOlliparisoll or :lew:l1 com per person shows tl l:l t he:tlth alre spending in 
Moine was $3,732 pel person and $3,798 per persall nationally in 1999, 

Percent of Freight Sil ipped by Ahernativc Modes Dctrc,l\CS In 2000, :tppmrim;udy 
90 percent of allll1:tlltlf.tclli ring rrc.iglulonnagc tr:lnsportcd in 1\'laine was donc by truck, while 10 
pcrcclll' was shippt'(l by mil, water, ltnd air. This is al\ illCre:lSC rrom 1997, when 89 percelll or ship­
ping w,~ done b)' [!'ltek and II percem by Other means. 

In tOI;II , :Ill cslim,m:d 105 million tollS of freigJlI wcre shipped in Maine in 2000, Ovemll, the 
alllotttlt of manufacturing fj'cight sltippe:d in M:lilJe illcreased 17 percent rrom 1998 102000. 

A good business d ~male requires :In dlieiem (I~nsporration ,~ysrem . \'<Ihile trucks servc as an 
impOrt,l lllmeans of 1l1mspon in Maine, il is often more ell-icient to lISC otiter modes 10 carry large 
:t1l10tl11lS of cargo. The incrc:\Sc in heavy tru r,;k t!':lmC h:lS illCrc.1sed Imflic congestion nlld the r:.ue 
of pavcmenr loss ;lnd bridge Siress, p;lrtictllarl)' 0 11 okler local and sccondalY highw;1y syslems, :til 
of whidt reducc the spcc<1 of ["ravel, ·nle situarion :dso CIII tr.mslalt' imo incre~d highway alld 
bridge funding Ilccrls. 

Inlproving the baiallCc among Il'3 l1SpOn modes will resule ill increascd modal choicc and com· 
petition, which will im:rc:ase: the enicienc)' of r"lai lles tranSpOrtat ion system. Mainc has a number 
of umlcrwilil.t'ti cranspon modes: railro;lds, ;'II I'POI'IS, ;'I nc! SC:lPOI'(S thar r:un t:nicit:utl), mIllSI)!)['1 brge 
:llllounts or Cl rgo. Gremel' lItiliz . .,tiQIl or mil in particular, as well as ail' and seapoJ'lS, would inCl'(.'tl.'ic 
comperitioll lmd relic\'(.; the dq)CIldency on the Irndi tiollal road S},1'ICm, 
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19. Fiscal Stability 
--.. Benchmark: State tax revenues as a percentage of personal Income will not 

fluctuate more than 02 ercen~ge points In eltl1er direction r year 
Ihrou 

Maine's .... tseaJ Policy Somewhat Mort: Stable at !...ast look In 2000 M:unes 't,IIe 
mx 1'C\'ctlu,'SdedillC{1 rd;uivc 10 dl;lIlg(.'S ill the SI;l ICS per,5Oll:11 iI ICOlllc. 11Ie.0 14 Ix:rccrlt flgc puiu l 
decline l>erwccn 1999 :1I\{12000 is wirhin rhe csr.lhlisllcd r.lI lge offlllcn l:uiollS of no IllnfC or Ics. .. 
than .02 pcrccn(,;lge poi illS, signal ing rc!:uiw ~5Cl 1 slabil ity belwcen those )'ears. 

Fiscll 51;lbi lilY is illlPOtr.1I11 10 ivlaille's ('COliomic hl'alth Ix.'callse Imsil K'sSt,S :m: betll'i" able. ;tnd 
mon: willi ng, to 111.lke sound inv('suncills in a sl'ilble Ilsml (' Iwirunmelll , 

mp,iI'iog 51:II e m.xcs ;IS ,\ pel'ccnmge or person:ll incomc over time PI'OVilko;.: :, pro;.w fcU' the 
~!':lbi l i t)' of fisc:tl policy in Ihe 5r:llc of M:linc. In a fiscally st:1blc cll vironmcnl , one migh!' expeci 
statc lax I"C\'Clllll'S 10 incrc:tSc and dccrc:lSC relative to ch.mgcs in pcr.o;onal income. The gf:lph 
dcpim [his relationship. 1\ pt' rlcct correlation bctW('C1l mxe:; :md pcrsOtl:ll incomc would be 
refl ccllxl in a lim' wilh 1.£'rO c1t:lIIgc, Fl ucnr:lliom awa), rrum litis line rcprescm \'ol,lIilil), ill IIsC;'11 
polic)', mca lling !h;,!1 t;tscs wel'e raisl'(l dl'spilc no increase in perron:11 incolllc, 

'nlis ind iclln l '~hmlld becOllsidcred along willi the mhl'r ml'a~ II rc:; ofgovcl'lllllcnl enici('nc), con· 
I:\incd in this repon, f>llru:uily LOI'(II 111If1 Sllltl' IfL\'/Jlllrlf'II :tnd 11willm 0l,illio/l II/S/(lfl' GOI'l.'IWIJCIII. 

Pennit Procc.l5ing Time CUt in HalfOwr Last Ten Yean !n 2001 . lht: lillle it wok 
10 process ,I permit under Ihe Site LOCltion of Devcloptl1ellr U 1W lor:t new conlmerci~1 0 1' "'-'1 ti l 
bllilding permir \\':1$:111 :IVC r:lgC of 124.7 (b ),s, :I ~Iigl lf incfl':tsc [i"om 2000. 

The length of timc Ihal it (';Ikcs to process ;1 pcrmit fo r" new business or cOllllllcrcial cnter­
prise can all~'(t :I busin c.~s's {b:i~ ion to c);palld or ('SI:lblish (lpcmtions IX:C:I\ LSC of Ihe lime ~ nd 
odler resoun.:CS illVolv(:(1. 

The :l\'CI':lbC numUcr of days repol,tl''(l lol' perllli! p['oces~inb Illldcr dlc Si te I.:IW is :1 t'csult of 
1lI:1 11)' 1~ICtn~ illcillding thc integril), ;lIl ci imp:lct of Ihe pmjt'Cl, the Ill llll l>cl' of I'l'oj('CI"S 10 be per­
mitted, Ihc eXIx:nisc of thoSt.: sllblllitling Ihl' pt.orlll it, IOCII opposil ioll to Ihe permi r and the Ilum­
b~r of other agenc i l'~ lh:rr 111:1)' be il1\'oh'ed in Iltt' prou':,s, 

Thc permil I'rocc.'~ WilS established to ,lllow tillle 10 consider tlte II Il'ril'S imc.l illlp:lCt of il pro­
posc<1 dc\'cloprnel\!, ilnd is i111 POI'I;1I1I 10 o\'cmll quality orlilc ill thc smlC, i\'l:liIlC'S Sitc 1..;1\1' \\"15 

p,lssed in 1970 ;tlld requires I"el'iew of de\'dopmcnt"s tlt:lr may Ir:lve :l subM.lnlial elli'C! upon the 
t'llI'irolllllcnr, A permit is issued if :1 project meets applicable st:l1ld:mls addressing arc:ls ~Ucll as 
stOrt l1\l':ltcr ImnagclnCJlI , grDl"ldwarcr proll'Criol}, i nrr.L~lntClllrc, alld noise. Thc lime ff:llllc for 
pmllil processing is Illandated by Ihe St:IIC k-gislilllirc and was originally SCt al 240 in 1994. 

The Mainl' DCP;U'tIllCI11 or Enl'i t'OIIIHCIH:r1 i'roll'Ction, which is respunsible ror proC(':\si tlb 
ptrtnits, SCtS 1:lrgCIS fc"II' permit pmcc:.sing li llie :lIulIt:lll y, Ctll'n!ndy, Ih(' dcp:lnmclH h:IS ~ .... t the 
6'0;1101' reviewi ng c:lch pernli! applicatic)Il ill 1 H5 lb),s Ot' I l!S.~" 124 days is 11\t: ;1\'c t~l ge time it look 
dlc dcp:mlllclll fO procc<:s :l1I permil"s ill 200 I. R(XitlCtiol1 ill pcrmit proc~~jng lime OI'Cr the past 
d-.'Ctdc largely rcnccls incrc;lS{·d dliciellCics wilhill dlc dcpart l1l l' ll l. 

21. Business Satisfaction with State Government 
"' , Benchmark: The percentage of Maine's for.proftt bUSinesses that r~gard meva ue 
l' of 'Idle 'e " .. thaI they receIVe lor the ta'"' they pay 10 thellille al "good" or 

lie III r 1m 

fi.l1Jinesses' Opinion of Stout: Govtmmtnt Down 'nus Year [n 200 1, 20 pero:m 
of bll~ i t1C'.\SCS survcyed It'lponchl "g.ood" or "excellent" to the rollowing (I"es-rion: "Huw would 
rUli !TIte UIl' 1':llut: or stall' scrvict's dwt YOLI l'l'CCivc rot" Ihe l':!Xl'S YOIl pay \0 Ihe sl:ue" 

tvl:liues busil1css dilll:uc is dil'Ccdy innucllc(x\ by SI;lle goVl.:rnl1lcnt policies :tnd progr:1 l1ls. This 
pcrfimna llce fllI::I.~ ll rc serves ;IS ;11l indic uioll of how wel l l'Cccil'«I II,,'sc 110licies :U'e, .11id :IS;t rdkc­
rintl o(holl' well thc), h:t l'e sti lllul:Hi.'t1 :1 pmiril'C bus i Jl{~~ cli lll:l IC, 

The StlrV(1' dala illustratc Ihar only Dllc-filih of Mainc cOInpallics. n::g:lrdless nf5i'l.c or foc us, 
werl' pleaS('(1 by Ihe services provided by (he St,ltl' gOVCrtltll l' lH for their mx dollar SIX'llr. This )'('m's 
n-spollsC i$ sigrt ific mtl ), lower IJ "' 11 l a~ l ye,If's [x'l'Ccnmgl' of 30 pcrCCIII , bl lt is nlorc typic ,I, 
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O.Cl lIalf of /,1;.,11. JI.ren ... Report Re.ding to .heir Children III l OO I. 59 por­
celli of Maine l).Irelll.'i reponed reading 10 ,heir children ,-wry d:I)'. This iii Ihe S('COnti )'ear thar 
Mai ne parents werestl l"(.1't."t1 0 111hi5 quest ion, which asked hOWO('CII Maine l)arc lUs read 10 Iheir 
chatln:n. 'J111~ graph rcprcscms the percent of parcllls responding "evcry day," 

Reading (Q child. II is ilnpOl'tanl Ie) the economy and Maine's communirics bL'ClU.sc it is pm 
of the fO llnd:uion for educ:tt ional succcss. Reading ,lI1d cng.1gillgchildrcn inli t'cr:lcy-rd:l lcd :lCl iv­
irics promOltS bngu.'lgc :tcqllisilioll. Rt"ading col'reblts wid1 lil c~cy developll1ent and wilh 
achic"cl1lcllI in reading and comprehension. :md o',crnll SucceSS in school. 

This question W:lS :Iskt'(i as p:lrI of the fi.'I:l inc Devclopmc.m Fount/arion's Annual Survey of 
Maine Citizcns on behalf of the Governor's Child ren's C,bincl', The clara is used b}' the abinct 
in :111 :ml1ll :11 incliCltol'S rcporr on the wcll.being ofMain~'s children called M(/illl: Mmlu, 

Maine's 11lh Gruder Perform Poorly in Matb ,\no Sciellce In 2001, Illh gmdcn. 
in M:linc showed mixetl :lcilievemcllt resilits on several kq subjects in the M:linc Educuion;tl 
Assessment (M EA) cxams, In scit'nct', ani}' 8 percent of Nl:iint students nIce or t xccedcd rhe ICSI'S 
ex pt'Cr.uions and in 1ll:lIh on l)' 23 percclIl mel or es:ceeded ex pect:1tions, In rcading, the slUdcms 
perfOJ'Ill C.'d bellCl', witb l1\ore I1mll ono-hair of 11th gmdcrs meering or excct.'(lillg cxpccU'uions, 

All educated workforce is flll1cb menralto long.term econolll ic growth ill Maine, and t'dllca­
[ion in secondary schools provides .. fOlL lldation for all futu re learn ing. Assessi ng the pctform:l IICe 
ofM:linc's sccomlMy school sttldems provides imporrnm illfol"ll1!lt ion thar cm help Mainc's edu­
cators provide :1 11 evell higllcr-ql.lality IC:ll'll illg cxpcrlcnce, 

By 11:1I10nal second:lry school :lsseSSl1lctlt tests Maine ranks:'I( the lOp III c:ducmiollal perfor-
111:III(e levels. M:tine WilS also Ihe hrSt $(ntC to :ldopr ;1 comprehensive, resllhs·d"ivC II system of 
learning Ihat will C\'clll llall), b.."lSt: gradu3t ioll on 3c1licvclllem of SCl ie:U'fli ng stalld:l rds, Learning 
Results scrves:lS the fooll poillt for SI:lIe and local elTortS to inl provcstlldellilearning, der.ne I'ro­
ftss ional dcvelopment' I1Cl'<iS, 11p<lale local curriculum :'Ind inslrucliOlI:l1 p'':lcticcs, and a.\~ess StU­
dent :lchicvcmel1 t, 

The Sf:U'C :u.stMrtlCnl system for l.t:lrning ltesllhs includes Ihe MEA, which is g iV('1l to SIlI­

denrs ill grades Ii, 8, :lnd II in several (onrelll areas, Science, math. and re..1ding were choscn :u 
rcprdclltalivc subjecls lx.'Cttlse of the critiClI impott:lllct: of those skill SClS to building an crft.'C­
live workforce. 

24. High School Diplomas 
. ...:: Benchmari<: The percentage of Maine people over the age of 25 who hav'e' 

attained d high Ichool cllploma or beyond will im rove from 86.2 percent I 
S r nIb 0 

Slow Improvement Regilllcrcd In 2000, tht' I:tSI year for wh ich we have d:n;l, 89,3 pcr­
cem of Mainc prople over the age of 25 Imd cQl1lpleu .. "(1 high school. eit her b)' earning rI 
di ploma or a high school cq uivalcncy. Natio n:llly in 2000, the percem of pcople over 25 
wilh a hiSh school diploma or equivalency waS 34 percent :\IId ehe New Engla nd r:lI e was 
86 per(em, In Ihe fIve (II her New Engla nd n,nes, only Vermont had a higher l'tlllc;lI ional 
arminmem level, 90 perccnt, [hall Mainc. 

An ed ucated workforcc is fundamental t'O :I. high qua lity of lifc ,mel 10llg-term economic 
growth , ,mel a high $Ghool di plolll:l is considercd a basic credent ial for obmining meani ng­
fIl l emplo), ment , 

The 2000 data comes from the U.S. Census Ulireaus Ma rch Current Popul:uion Survey, 
The confidence level reponed for these figures ovcr;lll is 90 perCell t, with :t confidence ill te .... ,:11 
of .1-1.7. 
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Decrease in Attainment Reported All csl'im:uc provid(!(1 by [he U.S. ((n~lIs (\Ilrl,:;lu 

n:pllrl td thOit in 2000. 5.4 l>crecl11 ~Ilain ("s IXlpul:uioll aged 25 :md older h:!d :llmillL'd :I II :lSSoci. 
mc's d ('gl'(.'('. This is a dt.-d ine Frol11 19YO, when 6.9 percent of the ~lInc population had an 
A.s.soci:'Hes Dcgn.'C. The Growdl uncil has issued :1 Ilt.od Flug 10 lhis llwasurc (0 elm\\' anclltion 

to its dcclinc. 
Tmddng :1l"rainmCIH levels is :111 impOlT..l1ll mC;ISurc of (hc e<iuc ltion Icwl of Mainc's popul:l­

liOtl . In orrlcr to COIllIX:lt" for ski lled work, Maille workcl's rt.'CllI irc :llll'(111C:I(ional :1I1 :l iIlIllCIlI level 
beyol\d hil;;h school. T he bbor mnrkt" t must havt" a \\'Cll-Ir.lill(,(\ and educ:tred workf(}rcc Ih;lI is 
l1e~ibl c. a(\,ljlt;lblc. :ll1d IXlised for work in :l global (,CO IIOlll ),. 

' Ille !-iStlf('!; rcported for' 2000 ;Ire prelimin,u'), resulrs and will be IIpd:1ll'tl in 5ui>scl lLlcrlf 

rcpom if ft'Cl uircci. 

Maio. Imp",v ,but i, StilllX:b.ind New England and the Nation I" 20110. 
24. 1 pcrcCIll of Maine IX'Oplc over the ;1gC or2S h:ld :I f I(,:lst a b:lchdor's degfl.:c, wlllp:trt.-,:1 wilh 
a national rate 01'26 perccnt. For Ihe New England sr:llC$ :IS:t whole, the 2000 r.ue was 30.8Ix r­
ccnt , with Mainl':~ atl:linnv.:nt b ·ds \X·low lIut of :III li ve othcr Nt.>w Engl:lnd sf:tres, 

Ik 'CHISC the Grt)IVlh Cmllreil d CC I11s Ihis 1Ilt':ISllrc cril ical [() tvbillt"S <llIalit), of li/·c, it h;IS bttll 
givcn ;l R(..'<i I·l;.g as :\ II\C;l115 to highlight ils imponam:t: ami Ihe dist:lllce Maillc ha.~ to go 10 

:tchi('\'c the Slated goal. Thc goal will be dilliculr to :l1I:lill givel1 lJrrf..' 1I1 POPUI:ll iulIs :1I1d demo­
gr.rphic projtcriolls. It will require ji. ll"riICI· ill \'csrlllclll s ill e<illcmioll ;"Ind ill rhe gCllc r~l\ins 

t"lllplv)'1I1cm opportUl1ilics .hat will :mr:tcr :llld suPPOrt highly (.'(1110 111."(1 workers . 
The 2000 dara is pro\'illcd hy the U.S. Ccnstls BlIr(,, :lu :~ March C lilrenr Popubrioll 5111"\'(')" 

'111l' Icvel of confidence reponed by the- burl'all (ur ,ltcse figures is ~O pcrccllt alld Ihe cun~dellce 
iI1lCl"\,:t1 rOI" {he lo lll"\'l'}' ill M:rinc is +1- 2.3. 

Maine People Have Fewer Graduate Degrees Than New Eltgland An e:;rim::llc 
pro"ide<\ by the U.S, cnsus Burc:JU I"l'lxms ,lral in 2000 the percent of Maine's population 2S 
aJld oldcl" who h~d ;"I11;lil1('(1 a gr:ldllatc 's dcgrt.-c WlS 5.3 p(rcem. In New Engl:1Ild, 8.7 pereem of 
people ovcr 25 had mmil1c<lthc same dcgrt.'C l nd 5.6 perccur or lhe naliull had attail1cd a gmt!. 
lI ;lI!! degrl'C ill 2000 . 

Graduate degrt."t .It"t~lil1lll(: 1II is il1lportallt 10 1II:1Il}' higlHcch and pl'Ofcssioml :l l"c:ts of the 
CCOIIOJll)" ::111(\ is fuml:!mctlml to busitlCSS iIll IOv:-u iol l. Whi le dIe Ix:rcenl of M:tinc's popt tlal ion 
OI'el' 25 Wil ll ;1 gl~ldu ;\l C dcgrt.'t incre:l~"(IIi"o111 rile i:tst" deccllnial CenslIs, the increase is vcry small 
when considere<1 0\,('1' a Icn year lime per'iod, In 'Iddilion, t,Atl inc moved rllrtlll'r :IW,I)' fmlll 
:1Cir it.'\'illg du.' slalcd goal of mmchin(; tire New England :m:tinnrellf" Icvels by 2010, The Gl"(lwlh 
COllncil aw.mled this pcrforlll:llu:C I1IcaSlIl"C a I ~cd Flag Ihis )'C;U", 

EdllC:ltiol\al almillll1cllt l1'fcfS 10 til t" education lc..wl of Ihe cUrretl\" tvl:lille POPllhuioll . :lS dcr(.! l'­
Illillt.'t l by dlc US DC'Cclll1i;"l1 Census. The figures repuned fur 2000 arc prdilliinary res ll l [.~ :lIId 
will lx: Up&lfCd in subsequen t reportS if' ncccss.'u)" 

14 Prepared by the Maine Development Foundation for the Maine Economic Growth CounCil, January 2002. 



Ufelong Learning Participndon Drops Significantly In 200 I. iu:;! 36 pt'! fccm or 
M:linc citizens $:lid they P:II'licipa[c<1 in some form of OOIIC:lliOllal ~emin:'ll', pcogl';'lm , or cou r~c . 

This is a significant decrease from 1999, when 51 perccm of thosc slI rvc)'cd reponed panicipa­
tion illlirclong b ming :Ictil'ities. 13CC1l lse of this :md the cl'iriC:ll llml\l'C oflifclong le:lrning ro:l 
high quality of life ill Mainc, the Growth COllllcil awan:lcd this measures a RI.'(I FI:lg this ycar. 

Lifelong Jeaming :tile! cduC:llion is a criliCl I component of:t hi~h qualit), of lifc and growing 
a Il l'alth), ecollom),. The workforce 1l1USt comilluc to cltp:'Ind its skills and knowlt'(lge in order foJ' 
Maine businesses fO he competitive. and fo r Maine workers to keep pace wil h cbanging situa. 
tions :'Iud job rcquircnlclHs. 

M:lillc citizens were askc<l: "In the past 12 Illollths, have YOll persollally :mendcd an educa­
liOll :'l1 scmir l:II'. progr';lfll , 0 1' course?" T he ([;'1m rcncci tllc PCI'CCllt:lge of tho.~e who said "yes." This 
pcrcellmge incltldes people tnrol lcd in for-credir <:ourses, adu lt ('dtlCllrion COll rses (primarily high 
school level COII1'$CS), oo n(illliing edl rC:ltion COli rses (pl'im;lri ly posr~sccond:'l r)' level), COUfses 
Through dlcir workpbccs, and all other types of ecluGuional seminars and programs, 

The 2000 data for lilis indicHor was nI) l" reponed because ofa dala coll l'Crioli errol' Ihar year, 

I'.utic.::ipation Still Too Low In 200 I . ollly 10 pt'rCCIII orlvlaine workers earning less tlllllI 

$35,000 !'cporteel tll:u the)' p;U'tici p:ltc:d in {mining th:-.r WaS paid rol' by their employers, a slighr­
Iy larger perccm:tge than 1:lS1 },C:! f. Despitc this small improvcmclll , and b t'GlllSC cmplo)'cc tmin­
ing and r.!ducatioll is critic:\1 to a vibrnlll alld Sllsmin:lhle econom}' in M:'I inc, the Gl'Owth Council 
has given ,his indiGt tor:t R(.'{I Flag again this yc:u', 

Maine employers mUSt ensure that theil' wOlkrol'Ce h:ls the ~kill s the business needs 10 remain 
cOll1petitive in (he global market place. A rdntcd concern is that tmining should be provided {O 

fi'QIH'~ l ill e workers (rollghly defined as those eaf'lling less thall $35,000 p CI' ),ear), lIor just mall· 

:'Igers ar,d other sal:t l'itd employees. 
Maine cit izens who reportcrl thm thc), carn $35,000 PCI' year or less werc llsked, "In the past 

12 111011 lll$ have YOllr person;'! ll ), a[fended ;md edllc.'l tion:'ll seminal', progmm, Of COll rse rh r'Q11gl1 
your place of work?" The dam is based on those ,\110 responded "ycs." 

Nntionallndcx Itcporl.s lhal M:linc Childct'll Arc \Vell In 1998, Maine ~lI1 kl'd 10111 

in the nation in :1 compositc dlat dctcrmincs child wdl-bcing, In pr 'violls )'C'MS Maine h:'l.~ ranked 
fifth :md sixth in the nation on this mC:l.S lII'e. In recognition of Maincs consistent milking as one 
of the lOp ten sImes for he:llihy children, the GI'OWUl ounei l :twardc<lthis pClform:ttlce mC:lSurc 
a II ' 

TIlC envil'Onrncnt ;'I child is I';'l iscd ill pla)'s :t 1:lI'ge I'ole ill cbc''Ill ining his or her well.being. 
Thus, a childs well-being is a F.l irly good illdiGitor of the vital it}' :t ilt! :.;:afct}' of thcir cOfllrnunit )'. 
Cornn llrni tics thor nl lrtlll'e ehi ldre.n genel':ll ly have sII'ongsoci31 nelworks,low crimc, positive role 
models, and good cduC':uional OPPorHlflities, all of wh ich arc essemial ingredients of,li!al com­
mUllilies. M:linc comrnllnirics made ir the 10th best place (0 l';lisc a child in 1998. 

The l1atio l1 :11 cOI1lPOSit C:llld milking isdolle by the Annie E, C:lSC), FOUI1(l:tliOlI forlheir :lnnu­
al Nt/liould Kitli COIIIII DIIf,' Book. which provides SlalC am/ national profiles on ule wdllx:ing 
of children. The cornposirc conmins ten discrc("c metStlrcs fh:lr nrc indexed and then scored. E.1ch 
stme:~ ,o;COfC dctefluincs its rank, wilh 1 being the /lighcst and 51 the lowl·st. The measurcs lh;"lt 
COlllpOse the index arc: pcrccot:lge of low bil'lll-weight 1>'1bics; inr.1nt Illonality rate; child death 
r:ue; r:ne of (cell dl':1. ths by accident; hornicide and suicide; tecil dealh r~He; pel'Ccnl of ,celis wlto 
:l.I'C high school drop-ou l's; ptl'cel1(:tgc of reens 110r :urendingschool ;'Ind not worJdng; pcrcent~lgc 
of chi ldren living with parent's who do 1I0t' have rlill-tinlc, YCllr- r'Olrnd cmploymcnt; percenr:.lgc 
of citildl'ell in povert),; and perccntage of fami lics with childrel1 hl."aded b}, a single parent. 

Percentage of Citizens Attending 
Educational Seminars, Programs, 
and Courses, 1995-1999 and 2001 
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Voter Turnout in 
Presidential Elections, 1948-2000 
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Percentage of Population Living In 
Service-Center Communities 
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M.une Rate Lnm. lenU) ffigll In ,he .moo dl'C\i(l Il, :111 es,ill1:ltl't! 67 llC'rcclU IJ M,l.lIe 
pt.'Qpl ... OVl'r dIe :ll!.l' or If! ,,01/.',1 ror the offi ce of P~id~'111 or the Uni tl-'(I S(:ll~. t"":tin ('~ rJ (c W;lj I () 
percentagc ptlil1t~~ :loo ... c rhe tl:tlion:tl l'OTer turnout r.ue of 51 percetll , ·n lCSC figures :Irc b:t«.'(lllpon 
til e pcrccnm6'<' of vnring :rgc poplthlion atsling:1 b:l liot in the 2000 eiecrian . 

Voter rumOtlf is ;1 good indiaHor o( p:micip.1Iion in dcmocl';'g' :Inc! has been I'el)' slowl)" bur 
s r(~\dil)' rising (or the p;L~ r few dl'Cldcs. M~ille has :1 long Icgaq' of oursl;luding VOICI' ntfrlOtu , h:wing 
led Ihe n;llion in the 1992 ;ltKI 19% prC'lidclHi:ll cic.'Ctions. The 2000 prcs idemi:11 eieclioll u)\lI\(1 
I\'i:tinc :1!}1i n :Ir the front' of the l);Ick, ill S('cond pbee with 67.3 percctH , jll~ t being Cdl;('(1 Ollt or the 
IiI's! pbcc 51)!)t by Minllcsom with 68.7 pt'rCC1lI, ;Iccording !O figures rcbscd by the Conunirtt'e 101' 
the Sutd}, or th t: A nlcrit~n Elccto[';ut:. 

[vbine's high n:l tional st;Ulding ill thc 2000 ei('Ctio tl :l1ld continuing increase in pc['(cnr or IXiI'U· 
Ia ~ ion \'OI ing has eamed this I1lt~C. lLI'(':1 this )'c :\I'. 

Rc.~jdl!nfial (hoi(es RcOcd lncrcasi.ng Sprawl In 20UO, jU!>144 1l1!lTCnt orMaine l>mplc 
liI't1.1 in servin' Q:nler comtllltlliti l';'i , WhCtlC.L\ 40 rear.; agu, abour60 pt'rcetlt lil'ccl in tllt'.'ie comnlllii. 
ti l's. '11ll'Ctll ldtluing trcnd of pmplc tllO\'ingout ofurba tl CCfJ( ers itllO Ihl' more ruml P,lrtS tlf lhc StltC 

i t \Crt~L~tS public CtlStS and iIllPO\'('I'i _~ l l l';'i Mai nc's cCllr[';.11 colllmLi lliril'S. Ik'ClIlSC this pcrrOrtlHlIICe m~':I ' 
sLi re hal> showil 110 improl'Clllt'll l ti.H the past lew ),etrs, rhe Growth Council has decidcd ('0 gil'c (:1 i_~ 
nl(·.l.\urC :1 Ik-d Flag this )'t':lr, 

\'V'i rhin (he h(lIl tld.lrics or69 spccifid ly ide l1 tifil'd service wmr lllltilicipalitics :11'(' al most dm.'C. 
'1U!lrt ("rs o( ill] M:lillt jobs, servin';') ("os pi ral ~, social servin'S, l'(llIGuioll iustiUllio tts, cullll ml activit ies, 
;tltd g(lI'enll11c tH .services), and the s!:Uc's COIISllntn n.:mil .... ,lcs, For the most parr, these ;II'C' the pl,lcc.o. 
ill which M:lille people wmk, I>hop, and v i ~ il for :1 wi(lc v:nict), or ~r"icC$, '1(1 the (·xtelll that pt'Oplc 
IiI c close to or acttlally withi n tht'S(' service cemers, t'Col1011lic growth is cnit:II1Cl'(llx'Clllsc sctvices lie 
ddil,trlxl nwtX' eAicieml)" people an: lIot n:t"di ng as (,\1' to 11'(lrk :lIld ['(l shop, aud ctwi rollllltllt:ll 
illll);ICII> or rC!i idelitial dc\'dopl1lt'1l[' :m: b5<:ll l'd in ntr;[1 :Ire;r.s. 

The Maine St~ lI t Planning Olllcc id('[1 t i~t'tl slx'Cilic service ccllt'cr.; :rcconling ro rhe j(-lilowillg cri· 
tCI'ia: lcwl of retail sales. jobs to workers rmio, alllollilt 01' f('t!cra lly :ti5istc{1 housing. ;lt1d volullle o( 
~tT ... ice ('elm'r jlll>s. By those tm~L~\ t ll.'S, tht f0 I1 11Witlg :Ire i\!bine's sc .... ,ice cctllcr Illunicipalities. Prilll;;r), 
U ntet'll: Altblll'tl . !\ \lglI~ t~ t , Bangor, B:lr I-l:irbor, IkIl:L\tJ lllut Hill. IlOO1 hb:lY Harh{)[', Bntllswick, 
C:lbi_~, Camden. Caribml, Datll:lriscotl.l, Dm'cr· Fm:crofi, Ell~WCl rtl ll I':!rrllingtun. Fol'! Kel1t, 
G,m:li ncl', Gl't'elwil1e. llouhon, Lt:wiswn. Lincoln , Mlchias, Milb.·idl;c, P,tris, Portland , PI'i!~ t1C blc, 
Rockland . Skowhcl;an, \'«\I(., .... ,il1c. Secondary Centers: Hath, l3idderord, Bingham, Dexll.'r, ElllllOll:h, 
Jacim1an, LlIbt'C, Ma(bw:'LSb, Mars Hill. Newpon, NCilway, Orono, PitL\ficid . R:ltIgd e)" S:1IlIcn:l, 
Sotuh Ponbnd. Thom:c.lOlI, Uni t)" Van BmCll, Wcsrbrool(, \\li:;c:tsser. Small Centers: AshLmd, 
Bcrllel, Brewet', Bricigmll , B,rc k.~ porr , E.1srporr, Frccpon, Gllilford , I-bl lowcll, Island F.l ls, 
Kcn tlcbl tn k, Kingfield, Kilrer)" 1vlillitlockel, Milo, PritlCClon, RlIlll(or(l, SlCO, Winthrop. 

Ilurn Pno In I\, ... im Inl r ,inK Nt ,.,ti,e 10 Inc )m h ru n 1')1)7 10 ~OOO, dw IItll)' r("'U'\ 

fiJI' w"ich d,II,I:ln.: . L\~Liklble ror th ;~ Itlt::lsLm.:, I\'bincexlx:rietH."(,·" a 6.0 ptrcC:1ll Itl("It;ISC ill thc: r.uio or tilt' 
Illt'Cli.mllolisehold home price 10 IlK'Cli:ul hOUloCI1(,Jd incotllc. 'Ille r:1lir) incll.':Lo,{'t1 fi',,)[I12.83 ill 1997 ro 
3.01 in 200(), R'fll'cring all incrc: tsc in housing r,ucs n:brive to income. This means r1LtI, Oil :IIT!':I!:;e, :1 
Ill l'tli :.m' pric(.'(1 hotl K' in Maim: is llnt't' timcs thc IIln li:tlt annual htlusehold itlCtlrne it! the stotl l'. 

Thi~ i~ :t ''O' igh !1l('a.,>urtoftbe allot'(Lbilit)' ofbotlll'S in Maine. ' Ille I:trg(' [' Lhe nUlnbc::r, the It'S.'> afli:m:l­
:lblc the hom~ :'It'(', Ikc:lusc thi~ 1l\C;ISIII'C alkl['(~ homing :Jflol'd;lbilit)' for dIe (' lIt it'(' .'>weof Mlil le, it 
masks the Etct that the m~t :lClII l' l f1o rd;I ~1e housing problellls ;Ire in Mailles tn'b;lI\ :lretS. 

Auorhcr W;l)' to expt~ the change ill housing :Iflord:rbility i .~ thc houdy \V,I,!,'C ;\ hOltst hold would 
tte(:d to makt ;til )'l~lr itl oilier to :Iflord a hOnlC'. For cx:ll11 pk, in 2000 lhe :Ivemge Maine household 
1'~luld h:l\'c Imd to Il1Jke ~ 1 7.75 all hour to :Iflord :t 11I('di,1II pricc.'t l hOllle, In lunland a l \()lI ~(.'hllld 
would n('(.'(1 1O make $23.24 !l11 hour in 2000 10 :tHOI'd a hot lIe in ''':II arel,:l1l itKt'(';w;' O'Otll 1997 \1'1...:' 11 
Ponbnd rc;ill('m~ would h;l\'e 1l('t'(ll"d ro (': [[' /1 $19.40 :111 hour. 
Acccs.~ to affi:m.hblc homing is a ]ltl'S.'Iing prohlclll ror m:ln)' t'vbinc COlllllllltlilies. In Illnn)' places, 

Ixv]>le an: unable 10 livc and wmk in th,' S<l1llC' rutll tllllni l)' m'COtusc of a bc:k of allordablc housing. 
Incrt',ool housing am~ atl' (orcing p . .'oplc eilher (0 ('tlllll1llttC lon!;dist;lt 'co; or 10 p:l}' tOO 1l 1uch ol' thcir 
income lor holt ~i lig. 

The t;nio provides :\l'Ou{;h cstima te of tht aflord;lbi li t), of hollsing in Maitw ;lnd do(,s 1101 Irtkc ('; 11-
cubtC' the tot~11 COSt of J1ltrdl:L~ing a home in those :r r(';t~, sllch ;1S laxc.. .. , itl tcrcst ;utd inSlt r.UlcC' t':l tes, dowll 
IM)'Il1CIlr, :md Icn!:\th of mongagt', 
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Maine: is Spending uS) per Person than Northern New I:.ngJallll on Arts and 
Culture In 1999. Mainc ans and cullure organi;'..1 tions (performing arts orgaui1.mions, muse­
mllS, hiSl'oricl1 socicric:'i, fcsc ivals, :lncl ochers) spent mol'e rh:1I1 $64 million. or $51.10 pCI' rcsi­
dent . Across Northern NL"W England (Maine. Ne\v Hampshire and Vcrmom), similar OI'g:lni2.1-
lions spenr $53,48 per resident This tcprescll LS 4.4 IX"fCClH more being spell! per Clpita in 
Northcrll New Ellgbnd thall in Maine. 

Per c apil:! expendirtucs by ans :mcl CUl!llfe org:mi7.1tiolls is a gene!':!1 indic1\or or all ans and 
cilitumi :lctivit}' and is collll"1mble :lCI'()SS juf1sdictiolls. llCY01 ld its direcr c:collomic contribution 
through spending and w:lges. ans and cultuml activity is important to a high CJu:llity or lire :Ind a 
yibm nr al1d SlIst:lin:lble econorll), beclusc il' influences business l o~tion decisions. :It'tl':lcts 
(Omists. and gener:Jly improves community vimlit)'. 

The dat:l renl"Cr Ihe spending of nonprofit Otg:U l i'l,M io l\,~ with :Ul IIII:ll gross rc(''Ciprs oYer 
$25,000 who <Ire 1'C{llIircd to ~Ie Form 990 wi lh lhe Internal Rc."elillc Service, 

C(HlSi\tCIH InCrN"it' In Charit<lblc COlttribuu()fI!I Reportcd III 1999. th ~" awr.tgc 
charirnble ~Ollt ribu l iu ll per incume t'ilX return was $574. an incn:,I:It" of 10 p t"rCClII from 1998 
when Maine peoplc gave !In avemge of $5 14 per I'erum. Over that s:unc lime period innalion 
increase<1 9 pcrcenr, 

Charilable giving is impormm to community vimliry :lIId a high CJualit), of" lifc in M:1ine 
beelUSC it' is:In indicator of civiccilgagcruciit ilnd :l kcy source: offlnancial suppOrt for many 110 11-

profir orgalli 7~'1 lions 111:lt providc importanr services within their community :Illd lhe entirc Slate 
fl ild il ldicalcs disposablc l11C0111C, 

The :tvcmge cllaril'able c:oJll ributioll per income tax felUl'Il is based on rhe roml amOUrH of 
charimble deductions il'cllIi7.cd in a st:tte divided by Ihc romllHlnlber offl lcrs. 13ccllIsc onl)' 30 
percent' of pL"Ople in the U,S, itemize dcduc:tioIlS, avernge contributions per retllrn is, :u best. all 
csrim:lI c of gi\' ing in a smre because if docs accoul1I for "lO_~e who do nor ilemize. 

\'(I/ ICII cOlll paring clmrimble contribll tiol1s On itcmi7.cti t~lX returns againsl adjusrcc:1 gross 
income, we learn [hal ,"Iainc people have consisrently given about 1.5 percent of their income !'() 
charity as rCIx>ned on income lax J'CntnlS, 

Dcndlluark Achieved: AllnU)t Tt.r.:c Quarters of Cifi7cns Involved With 
COll ll11uni ty Organizations In 2001, 71 percent of Mai lle citizens clc:vOlcd lime OlllSidc: 
of regula r r.'1m ily :Inc! wOI'k ac!'ivitics 1"0 commun ity organizat ions. 13ccause Ih is measure 
ac:hievcd Ihe bcnchllmrlc tll:lt was set in 1995 , the Cmwth Council ll:ls :lw:lrdcd il a I 

Citi1.cns were :t.~kcd if. ill ,he previolls 12 11l0n111S, lhey had dc."ored ,ime out of Ihei r regll­
l:ll' F.unily :l l1d work schedule to: helping Out in the publ ic schools with :lc:ldclllic or other relm­
cd school aCl i v itie.~ (39 perCCll1' said ycs); cOllllllunity organizations which help )'Ollng people 
slIch as Litt lc League, Big Brothers and Sisters and Scouting (39 perctllt said yes); organi;>::I­
lions which assist the need)' or under-privileged (27 percenr said )'es); organizmions which 
: l.~sisl rhe elderly. homebound, :lnd people in poor hcalrh s\lch as Meals on Wheels and home 
health/hospilal volll ntccrs (22 percent said yes); ancUor activit ies sponsored by lin en viron~ 
menial org:l1l iz:lIion (12.3 percem said yts). The graph rencers rhe percenrage of people each 
yC:tr who rcpoT[cd (k-voting time lO at least One of these t),JKS of org'lIl i7 .. '1lions or acrivities. 

The Growth Council hopcs .hallhis positi ve trend cont inucs in Ihe fu ru re,:\S it is a fu nda­
I11cmal indicator of community vimlir), and bodes well fo r supporting a sustai nable :1I1d vil.ml1l1 
econom)', ' nlC benclllmrk will be resCt nexi ),c:u, 

Arts & Cultural Expenditures per 
Capita, Maine & Northern New England, 

1997-1999 
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Alrno$l Half of' Maiue:: BlUiness Report Ci"ic In''oJ,,emetH In 2UU1 , 46 percell! of 
Nhline bu ... incsscs n:purtl.:dly wefe iuvulwtl ill lrn::tl schoul amI civic I."\'CI1lS, This i ... :I ... l1l1 i ... til."ally 
si!!,nifiClllt increase from the 39 percclil ofbus illes~es th:lI rcpone<l civic involvenlcll l in 2000 . 

l }lln nc l'ship~ bctwccn btlsil U'sSl,.~ ;lnd schools 01' OIhel' cOlllllllmiry grOl lps OftCII resul r in ht:n­
efit s fo r tile eOl11lllllll ity :1IIc1 thc business, It is a sound al'cntlc 10w;lrds slisrain:lblc ('Collomic 
grow!!\ :md is:m impOl't:llH compull r.' nI of:l high (llI"li£), oflirc fo r Maille, Busill l.·Me.~ Ih:1I arc 
cng:lgl.'(l in local school" :111<1 civic evenl'.S :lre members uf the COIIHlHll1it }' r~lt he r 111;111 simply 
ctl lplo),crs, Tllcir irwolvemcllt ~cr"cs to sIl'cngll len business cOlnnlitlllellf 1'0 thcir COtlllllllllity 
:lnd cmplo}'C:c eOmlll ilnlCllt' 10 thar IlLtsincss, 

tvtiinc.: for-profir hllsinesses wnc asked thc CX telll to wh ich dIe)' do wdl :11 "rak ing all imcrcsr 
and gCllillg involl'cd ill local school :tlld civicc\'elltS," '111(' dam lor dlis per!Orl ll:IIICC I1 Il':tsurt· I\.'p­
rtsclllS those bllsine ... scs that rl"Spoudcd "vel,)' wdl" Uf "well", 

Fewer Maine People livillg ill ron~rty"1 han in Nation In 2000. only 8.3 percell! 
of Maine Jx:opk wert li\'in~ in poven),. ;L~ dl'flned by the It''(\t' ral governmcnt. :~ '01111',\1'(:<1 to 11,3 
IX'recnl of Ix'Oplt in the United Sr,ucs. A tOml of 1,165 1)(,"01'1<: ill ~'bine had incoHl(.'S lh:u I~JI 
below tht' l'S t:lblished po\'crty rlU'(;~ hnld ill 2000. The pcrccl1l of I\tline's pop"I:\(ioo lill ing in 
1>OI'ct·,)' h;1S gCllcr:tlly bC(, lI low('1' thall Ih(' Unil"ed St:uC$ :Iud cuminllcs m decline. For eOllliuucd 
im plm'Cll lcHt in thc sfate and rel,Hivc ttl ,he Unit{'(1 Statcs. the Growt h COll lKil has awarded this 
IllC:L~tltC a 

The cOStS or pO\'el'l)' to M:tiuc's qualit ), onif". its p(,(!plc. their COIllIIlLLIlilies and the ecunolll), 
:lI e 1:l1'SC', hikkcn g,'Owi ng lip ill POI'CI't)' ;lI'e more likd ), to ('x l1Cl'i('nce bgs in physic ll ;Hld 11\(' 11-

"II dCI'c/OPII1CIlI. T he long-lel'llI emls ro socict)' ineitlde litclimes of iII llt'allh . reduced work PCI'. 
f{)J'lllanct', incre,lsl,([ fln:ll lcial dept'ndenc)' on thc pllblic. and eelst l)' antisocial bt:h:l\' ior. 

TIl(' Ccnsus i3t1tl'all IISCS a SCI of 1II0 1lC)' incol1l l' dlf('Shulds that \'ill)' by (1mi l)' $il.J.: :lIld COIn­

l)Osition to dctcrtl1inc pOvCrt), Ihr('s ltolds, :~ well as who is poor. If" f:lIl1 ily's income is 1t:..\S Limn 
the t IH'~hold , lhen t lt ,le filmil),. :llId ever;' indi"idu:II in it, is c(\ l t~i d"I\'{lt,) live ill pOllen )" 1'01'(1'1), 

rhro;holds do nor \t;lry geogr.1phic:,II )'. hll{ :I!'C upcblCd for infbtion.l'lw onicbl POVCI'!? c/elini. 
liOi I COllllrs nlOIIl'), before t;lXCS :tnd docs 1101 inch tde Glpital gai lls :!mI IIOn-Glsh bene/irs. 

Thc incolllc tl H<:,~ hold Ihar thc Ccmus 131H<::1 l1 l lSC'i 10 dc~ nt' poveny is :1CI u:llly lower than 
wh:1I is eonsidl'rl'(l :t liv,lhlc incomc. 'J1a: Growt h Cuu ll ci l ~ Illllic llor of }o[JJ IIJ111 H/'III UmUt' 

\\i;lgl' defln l.'S thilt w'lgc :IS 185 pcrcent :lhovc the povw)' IllI'('shuld. wh ich was $ 8,794 per per­
son (Iml $11,239 for (I F.unil), of rwo in 20no. 

Gap RCOlllins Large Ikrn'ec:n Wealthy and Poor Collnties Tht' i m:om~ fr-l P 
hcnvt'cli Mrtinlo!'s \\,('~lhhi f!.~1 .llId pOOI'CS1 COHllIi/!.'. l\: 1I1:liIlS wide :lg:tin Ihis YC:lr, wilh no 1'C!:11 
impl'Ovemcnt Mel' tlte P:ISt few )'('a .. 5. Geogr.lphic d isp;l riti c.~ in tlte \\,c:tltlt of M:line peopll' ilrc 
dClr i rnC III~l l lo the {1":lli l}' of/ if" in thme eOlllHies :\!Id Ihe cconollly of Ihe s,,"e :l5:t whole. To 
minimizc lht' disp;arir)" per-capita incolllc in thc POOI1:st COllllli<.'S should Ix: r:'l istd. 

In 1999. thc per-capi t.1 inwrllc ill M;l irtc's /clllr l>ool'("St (''OulI (its ( Pi ~C: II :1q lli s , Ollltrscl. 
Washi ngton, :111(1 Aroostook) was $18,725. nboll l 63 perCCllt of what' it was illlhc filll r II'c;lltll+ 
il':) t· co t t ll ti ~'S (Cll lnbcri;uld , Linelll n, Kl lO!{, ;111<1 H;ulCtlck) wl lcrl' incollie per-clpi!;! was 
$29.716, S"IH.w icic per,c lpi ra income W;L~ $28,5112 in 1999. 

Thai Ihere i ~ regiollal disIXII'if), ill incomc per-Glpit:! does 1101 impl)' thar Maille people reCl;\'C 
dint' rcnt pay for tht l';unc type orjolJ dcpt, tld ing un wh ich COll tH)' thcy live in, RCCOgll i~.i llg that 
there is also dispari ty among collI1l'i{'S wit h reg:mllO COSI of living, the benchmark has bl'Cll 
Cl f,lb[islltd ,\I' 75 PCfC(1lI !':lI ller' 111,111 100 Ix'reenl, Incomc per-capil;1 is c;llcl lbl('(1 by ,Idd illg II p 
:111 ineOlllC c:lrlll'(l ill a givcn )'£,.11' by :t gl'()lIP or people (ill ihis m~c :tlilhosc residillg illrhc filii!' 
11'(.',llrhicst and four pooR'S1 cOll ntics) ;mel thell dividing thai Illllnbcr by the lIlunber of' people 
ill the group, ItICOIl1l' disparit')' is ['cla wd to lIlt:llil)' jobs (sa}obs iliff/ I"~)' (/ Litillblt' \\,'ilgc'). 
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\VOlllen's incollle Improved Relat.ive to Men's 111 1997, !Ill: I11cdi:1Il :mllual incomc 
or all wOl11cn ill Maillc who workcd full·time for the entire year was cstim:m.x! to be $22, 1771 

compared 10 a medi:m inco me of$30,505 earncd by mcn who workl'(\ rull·li me, fu ll·yea r. This 
translrltCS to an earnings mtio of72.7 perccll t·, placing Maine 21H among <III St':t tCli, a signil"lcant 
illlprovemelir fi'om 1996 (b[a when M:line I~Ulkcd 41St. N:l [iollally, Ihe cal'l1ings l':1[io was 73.5 
percent ill 1997. 

This is not a job.ror-job comparison bur docs compare wages earned based on equal lime 
worked. 0 11 rlVcmge. WOI11(: ll work fewer hours per week and fewer weeks per }'(':lr resulting ;n 
an even grearer dispariry in [he IOtal :llllOU IH or annual ineomc earned by men :,md women. 

Oi.~p:lri t ics in the amOll1ll' or [l10Iley ll1m wOllien make cO lllp:m .. -d to rn t!n provide disincell­
tives ~or women to cont ribute (0 the labor rorce, :lnd impair cconomic growth b}' liar full}' rcal­
izing dIe ucndil of hflvi ng productive. economic comriblllions from all people, 

The prosperity of womcn "flcets Mainc's communities broa{Uy and rhere <I re sign iGcanr eco· 
nomic COStS foJ' the wage dispa,·iry. Si ltcc IIt:tlly more women COIlS(ilIJle single he:lds of house· 
holds, increasing womcn's wages to a levcl lllorc in li lle with male earning GI ll decrease poverty, 
And, highet· eal'll i ng.~ amo ng youngl!:t womcn, who :Irc saving ror l'Criremenr and cOIHt'ibu[ing 
to soci:"!l securit)" C:HI provide grC':t ter economic security ror those women larer in life :lnd 
decrease the dependency or Maine's d derly population. 

Higher Percentage of Disabled People in Maine Employed than in the NOltioll 
In 2000, among lloJl· lnslitlll;oll alizeci people with disabil ities in Maine, 42 pcrcellt were: 
employed, whereas in dlC Unircd Sr:ucs, onl), 32.8 percent were employed. This yea I', ror 
M:linc's susrni lled high achicvcl1lcllf rc:httivc to the United Smrcs, the Growth Council hilS 
aw:mlcd this pClfo rmancc me:ISU I'C a 

A strong ecO IlOIllY requircs the cOlltl'ibmiolls of all citizclls, Ira cI:"!ss of people is under-I'CI" 
resclll ed in the lauor fo rce, the econolll}' is beking vahmblc skil ls, :lbili ties, and asscts or some of 
our people, 

This performance measure ut il izes data collectcd by thc U.S, CensllS I3lm":lu's Current 
l'opul:llion SlIIVCY. TIle dara rcpl'csclU' thc pel'ccnF.lgc or dis:lblcd people in M:line who are pal'! 
of the workforce, The workrorce is defined as those people who rut emplo)'ed or tu:tivcl), look· 
ing for work in dle bst fO LlI' weeks. 

Many capable, dis:lblcd people hJwe droppe<l our or the workrorce UL'C:t llSC or the dimCl lltics 
they F.1ec in gaining mcaningfi.11 and rewarding employmell t. If given reasomulc accommoda­
tions :111(1/01' sClviccs, rhose people would be more likely to reengagc lhelmclvcs in rhe workforce .. 

Citizens Perceiving DiscriminAtion Decreasing 111200 1,85 percellr ofMai nc cit· 
i"lcns "':1grced" or "strongl), <1grccd" that : ''tmils slich as a person's gender, racc, :Iud ethniciry h:lvc 
uo impact 011 :l pCI'Son's abi lity (0 grow and slI«e(;(I." Th is is :l signifiC:lIlt incr('"asc fi'om lhe 1)(:1'­
cem of pcople who agreed wirh the smtemcnt" in 2000, when only 79 pc:rcclH or Maine p(oplc 
responded to Ihis qtle.~[ ion aHil'm:lt ivel),. 

Fundamental to vital COllll l1l1 l1 ilies, a vi bl':l.nt c:00[]01l1)' alld overall high quali t), of lire in 
Maillc arc work cilvironmcms thai <InaI'd c{llIa l oppolluni ty ror cmploymenr and advancemcnr. 
A worklorce thai resPCCtS diversiry ~odes well fOI' Maine's p:-.rricipation ill the glob;l;J CoonOlll)' .. 

Women's Income as a Percentage 
of Men's for Full-Time, Full-Year Work, 

1990-1997 
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Ma..inl' Infant MottaJicy lLut Itetrt;uus Vtry lo", In [~99, M~inci; inF.lIlt IIlon:tliry 
nlle \v;\S 4.7, me-J ning lImr 4.7 out' of every 1,000 inr.ult,s dir.:d before their nm uirthchy ror wtr­
iOlls reasons. This is an improvelllent ovcr 1998. when 6.1 our of ever), 1,000 inF..uHS died ill 
rv\;linc. M:linc has consist'cmJy registered low inF.HlI morrn[il )' roles, ,mel h;1S been in the fOp (Cil 
~ !mc,~ wilh die [owest inr."1Il1 mon;lJil)' l';lfC since 1985. 

A high quality oflilc depends on Illan)' fuc[ors, including an cllvironrncllI tha t nur(Urc.~ pR:g­
n,un wOlllen and their unborn cllild rcn, Ilifilllt mortality indiaucs adwrsc social condit ions sllch 
as po\,(' I'I )' and nn unhealthy environ ment . The Im e mkcl1 ror lhe Hale as'l whole is <1 rx:Ol'Ctiun 
oftlleexrerlr to which pn.-gn<11 11 women and babies under;l yc;rl' old ;lre subjCCt(.'(1 to Iwgal ive con­
ditiorlS. The soci;tl conditions :ttTocling :1 11I1tn:UL :1r rltis carl)' sr:tge of life :lre:t good irLdic:1tor o( 
expected soci:rl cottdi!ions throughout tlte indi"idual's lire. 

Il1fiulr monali!)' is Il1mt Illeanillgfit l whcn loolccd at ovcr Ihe dl,(:ucles. Over ,il11e i, is a good 
lJU t' rough rm';IMtre of a ~ t..lI e's or l);IliOlt'S healdt but cxpt'ns t.~tlltion ag;,itLH drawing cotu:lusiOlts 
(roll. ye;tf-!O-),('a r Ollctu;uions. 

De~th Rates from Chronic Disease Montrotcd Tire Icrlll "chron ic disctlsc" rerers 
10 a wide ~ric t )' of'he;llth conditions that are not cO tlt':tgious :lnd lh:lf C: I11 r:r rcly be cOlllplccc­
I)' curl'(L De:u-h f':1ICS in Maille :tnrihLued to :111)' or Ihree majol' dll"lI tic diseases - cardinv:t!>­
Ct tbr' diseascs, C:l1lccrs altd di:tbctcs- arc brgcl}' :utfiblll'ed 1'0 lifestyle choices sttch :IS Sl110killg. 
diet :rnd exercise. 

Chronic disc:.tsts It:1\'e a m::g:t live ilttp;rct Otl the qual it }' of' indi vidu :l lli 'IC..~ :utd Ott utei!' b" l;\er 
COtllIllUni r),. CO~ I'.) :lssoci:lI l'd wi th IO~ t work [ime, hospil ;lli'l.a lioJl :1I1d tl'eallllCIlf of tltcse ofte.l­
fiLfal d;.'iC:L~CS also aficc1S Oll r l'COl1crlll)'. Death r~u c.s serve as:t prox}' rot' the incidence of chronic 
di sease in Maine, bur dot'S not accur:lldy measure the lIu111hcr or people living with these chron­
ic disc..1s('s. Caritlg for people living wilh cltronic disc<L';(.'S compris('s a I:rrge part of ~vl a i t t es health 
(;lIl: cosrs. 

According to 1997 d:II;1 frOtH clre Celllers of Disease COll1l'ol :lrI<1 I'I't:I'ctllion, Maine has the 
4th hight'S1 pcrccnl ;lge of people ill d\l~ twtion wlro die front Lire (OLlI' m;rj(Jl' chronic dise;t~es: 
cmliovascLlbr disc;IS(" cutce!", chronic IUllg disease ;lttd dialx:tes. ardiov:ISClLl:t r disease \\';IS Ihe 
pr·i l1l:lr)' G IlJS(.' of ltospirali'l.!lrioti itl 1998 ami w:lsl'Stilll:tt('(11O COSl lhl' SI:U(' morc Ihan $700 mil. 
lion thal ),l'U". Callccrs kil1tlte hi!;;lre.ll proportion of M:litte r('sidcltls LInder 75. 

0 ,11:1 on chronic(lisc:tSts were ;tgc adjusted 10 the )'('~l r 2000 l>I.tnd:H"<1 popul:ll io l1, !\gc-adjw.l­
cd rarcs arc usef,,1 rol' comparisott purpo.'\(.'S only, tlot to mC.tSUl'e absolute Ill:Ignillldc. 1998 fig­
Ilr 'CS :I re preliminary esrilll,ncs ,md sLtbjecr ro n..'vicw. 

'ncrea.se in Adult Smoking Continues In 2000, :I n t:srirn:l l'ed 34. 1 pcrcellt of Maine 
people :Ig{'d 18-34 smoked cig;rreHcs, the fOLlI'ilt )'car in :I I'OW I"It:Lt tlris measure h:ls nor 
improved. 

IlIlhc 1)'1Sf tWO ),(,;II"S, lhere h ,L~ 1x.'Cn :l signi ficant dcm:a.se in the Ilumbcrof' rvlaillc high school 
studentS ",Ito smoke, :I positive sign ror tltl! Iwaltlt or Mainc's )'olLlh . The incrc:tsc ill dte lX' r~ 

c:cmar;e of' smokers ill the 18-34 agc grou p ilhlSll'ateS tlr:H M,IillC stilt h;,s work to do ill rc<iuciltg 
the number of stllokcrs in the stare. Fol' this re:rsotl, ,lIt<l because M:tinc kls not made progress 
O jl li tis nle;L~ltr'C for the pasr fclllr ycars, the Growth COLttlcii h:rs given Ihis perrormance me:tsllt'l! 
" 1\,,1 R,'g, 

Cigare ttc smoking is rill- leading caliS<' of prc\'('mable dC':tlh in t\ll:li n('. Smokir tg ,1I110tt1; 18·34 
year-olds is particularly r'CIeV:lltl, as they .tR· mUSt likely to Ix: passing the detrimental dl(,(fs or 
stHokirlg Ollto childt'Cn. This :lge gtOUp will alsu be p:lI't or the b oor lorce ror ),cars to corne. ,ul<1 
i, h:ls IX'C1l showl! rlral workers who smoke arc more costl ), ro employers th:lLl Lton~~mok itLg 

emplo}'('Cs. 
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Pcrccntllge of Maine t)cople Consistently Lower 'I'han National PCf(cftlagc In 
2000, 11 .8 pe.rcelH of people in Maine. were not co\'cml b), health insurance, whefe:ls 14 percent 
of the U.S. population did Uot havc coverage. Despite flucru:Hions f Maine has cOIlSiSICIllI), had rl 
lower pcrcent:lgc of people without hcahh insurance covcmge th:m the 1I:1Iioll . 

Health insur.mcc coverage is :I key delcrminam in helping people access appropriatc health 
care services. TIlis is imponanr to community viral ity because heallhy people :lrI: morc eng.1g((:1 
in dleir COI1Ullllllitit'$ and 3CC(:5.S 10 health c.uc is an intponanr p:m of maintaining healthy citi· 
'lens. A healthy workrorce is a criliall oompolu:nr ofa vibra nt and suslain:lblc economy. The ceo· 
lIomic impact of the uninsured is fdt through cost shifting ollm private paycl's fOl' uncompcn· 
s,1recl c:lrc :lIld losr productivity in the workfot'Cc. 

Mall)' Maine citizens have some of their personaJ he:llth expenditures covered under all 
employcr-b:lSCd health inslIl':lncc program. This coverage is jeopardized by increased insumncc 
costS thar Imke it increasingl), difficult for small and large cmployers to offer :tffol'tbble heahh 
illsur:lncc benefits fO cmployees. 

Crime Ratc Continue.s Downwartl In 2000, there were 26.2 incidents of crime in 
Maine per 1,000 people, a 9.7 percent improvement over the 1999 rate. TIle national r,tte in 
2000 was 41.2 incidems per 1,000 people, a 3.3 percent dccrtaSe in the number of incidents 
reponed in 1999. 

Maine's cri me mfe has bttn declining for the p:t.~t deCIde, a good sign fo r o\'crnll quality ofli fe 
in thesr.ltc and community vitality gCller:tlly. Crime disn lpt'S communities :ll1d flmilics and COSts 

mxp:lycrs rholisiUl<!S of dollars cach y c,1r to incarccrnte and manage criminals. 11le Growlh 
ounci l is recognizing the value of coill illUIlJ illlprovcmcllI to thesmre's quality of life illihis PCI'· 

fonn:met measure by awarding it :I I once again this ye:lI'. 
The decline is due in part to demogmphics. Experts poim out thai young males are dcclin· 

ing a~ a percent or our ovemll population lI:1rionall)" and th;1I dmnging demogr:lphic comriburcs 
to the lowering of thc crime !":Itc. In M:line, :In :lging population aJso contributes to tile state's 
declining crime rare. 

Crime is dirccdy effect!; the virnlity of Maine's econolll), bcc:luse ir :ldds to the COSt of oon· 
ducting business and to the £ax bmdcn for prosecution and illCarter:llion of criminals. In :lddi· 
lion, lower crime ral(S rn~ul M:lincoffet's individllaJs and bllsincssa a safec:nvironmenl in which 
to live, fear children, and do business. 

flOnt~tic Au.mlt'i a Serio\l'~ Problem ror Maine In 2000, tht rl' \WI't n:porledl), 352 
ca5csof domcstic ass:mlts per 100,000 people in M:tinc, an i nclc:l~c of over 20 ptrcenr from 1999 
when 292 C:lS!!S were reponed per 100,000 Pl'Ople. Domesric :'IbUlie, whether perpclr.l((xl :lgainsl 
women, child ren or men, cripples fa milies and overall community vimlit)'. For [his reason, the 
Growth Council has given this performance measure:l Rtd Illag this yc:u. 

"Reponed domestic Wluilt" is defllll:d by :lSS:ll~lS reponed to the police time were pc:rperrmed 
by fumily or hOlL~hok:l members who ;\1'1:, or were, Illarried or living l ogetl~r in a romantic rda­
tionship. Ilatllml parents of the samc child or mher adult filmily members m.1tro by blood or mar­
liage.111CiC are nOI undllplic:nexl accountS, as they Illay include nUlllel'OUS assaults aIlerong the same 
individuals. \'\lhile dom('S(ica.~ll lr is sometimes perpcU':lt'ed ~in5t men, women arc by fur (he pri-
1ll:UY tal'g~ts. It is importanr 10 nore: that the performance lIl t:lmrc tt':\Cks rtponrd domcstic assaultS, 
nor the numbcrof:l.cu l.'Il domestic :lSS<l 111c.~ 0[' cOI1\'icred domestic :Ibuscrs. Decreases and incl'elSCS ill 
reponed domestic a5S<!ult il) Maine could be rhe t'CSult of c:idlC'r, or bolh, of two F"cror.s: more people 
call ing due ro greater awareness or ability; or, more ;J,sS,'HI!t is :lctu:llI}, occurring and being repotlcd. 

Another Martling trend has been a risc in the: leportc<i cases oFchild aou.se and ncglecr over 
the past few yt:11'S. In 2000 there were 24.2 sllch subsmntiated C\SeS per l ,000 children in Maine. 
In 1995. thcrcwcn: 15.2 castS per 1,000 children. ~Substamiatcd" abuse or neglect cases :'Ire those 
cases tim were reponed and d~l1lexl criticll enough fO be reviewro by the Department of 
HUl1l:m Services. As is the c:tSe with domestic assnult, lhe :1clU:JllHunber of children being abused 
or neglccted nlay be higher than represented in these f1gurCi, due to :I reluctancc to report the 
incident', or Ihe inabil ity of:l child to find help. 
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On-the-Job Injuries and Illnesses, 
Maine & United States, 1988-1999 
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Mil,n\: lUte Improves Sllgbtl) In IC)99. thcre Wt~ 9.3 mjuries and iII r\e\';tS for C''Cry 

100 fi ,ll" ime Mai ne workel';5, 2, 6.4 perteru dl.-crcasc in the :Ullount ofin idellIs from 1998, The 
IHunber of ineiclellts in thc 1\ •• lion also droppc<l. <.kcn·a5ing by 4.3 percell! frolll 6.7 incidents in 
1998 ('0 6.3 in 1999. 

'n le vi r:llil)' of the workplace community (Illd 1:1'1'Cr COlllllllllli,y is neg.ll i\'Cly affected b)' 

injuri(.$ thar ocell l'Ol1 the job. \Vorkplacc safe ry is :tIso an impomn. II1ponclI. oflong-(crm teo­
nomic growth DeemS<! injuries t~l lIS\;tt e dil'CCtiy illlo increased C;OS($. 

The d:n:1 upon which Ihis mC;L~U I'{' is b;\.,,<-,<I inc1 ud :tlllypc.~ of work-related in jw'ics and ill­
nCSSe!i I"«llI in'(llo be: rtcordC(1 hy thc Occup;uion:r l Safer}' and l-k':llth J\dminiS:ll':uiol1 (OSHA). 

In 2001, i\llaine 1'Lld 1,142.6 19 ., ..:~ 

ofpublidyowlIl..'lf 1..,() lIscrv;uionl:Uld when: public usc is encourngtd . This is :17.4 percell! inc~ 
(mm 2000 wlltn 1.058.465 acr<:s had lx-ell con~IV('(1 and desi~n :n«1 for public usc in Maine . 

ivcn the small pcrcenClg<" of land in Mai l1~ Ihal is in public ownt rship cOlllpatcd [0 odicI' 

sr:lle!i, VlSr areas orland oonserv;uioll h,,\·c alw;l)'S been " clmllcllb'C. NI:linc's high qU:lli.y of lif..:: is 
connccted 10 Ihe exis(cnce of ,,'Jblie buds. wh ich SllppOri divelSf pl.Ul! :md wildlife specics. arc 
rhe 1000lioll or recrl":uionai 3Ctivir ics, and gener:III)1 (1t'C irUpON;t1l1 tn the n:uurallx.tlIl)' of (he 
51;lI e . Lmul in conscrvation whtre public IISC is encolII':lSoo is :llso imporlalll to a vibrant and ~ IIS­
millable econonl), 1xc:1l1.'lC I1 Ja IlY people visit Mai,le and live in rhe Slate: !xOCIU M: of these lands 

The amount ofconscl'v:nioli land relk-al'(l in the 1)raph is an indicator of bn" conservation 
trends bill docs nor :lccur:uci), rcfk'Cl rhe lIl:rgn;llIdc of :til lands in Ihe: stale which :lIe (lcntally III 
<."OlIscrv.l1 iulI , For iI1Sr:UICC, these d:lla <.oxclude :111 hllld ill colIscrv;uion e::Isc:nl<.·IlIS held in priv:uc 
li'IISf , as well :15 lIlu nicipal park~ . Fcdt rnl p:rrks :lIld rOre)!S include Acadia National Park, [ire 
Wh ite MOllnmin Narior'al Forest, :llId the Appabchiall Tr.lil Corridor. 

In 2()OO, sevcr':1l ;lgCIICics rcvicw('d their damu:l.'t<.'s :l nd revised Ihe amour!! of aerC:lgt report­
CcilO be ill cOlIscrv:uion. ThCSt: ch:mgcs art ('cO lt d ill the gr.tl>h. The .'\CIle of Ihe x~ax i s has been 
adjust~J 10 allow for <''':lSC of hisltJl'ic ll (01ll1)'1I"i50n, 

Poor Air Qualiry Reported In 200 I lhere were fi ftccn clays thai Maine~ grou nd-level 
OlOtlC was high enough t'O he deemed unhealthy, ·ntis i .~ a signifiC'.U1t il lCrca5e ovc:r the SlIIlllllcr 

of 2000 11,:11 rcgisle:rcd three such days. 
Ai r CJuali ty is imporr:ulI to IOllg-term <''<:o llo lllie 1)l'Owlh fo r I!m:c reasons, First, high levels of 

ground-level o'l.Onc ;m! 11 nheal th)· for r.,'lainc pl.-ople, c lllsins losl' work cb)'s and olher COStS aS50-
ci;m:d with ill hcalr h. Second, clC:l1I :1;1' is more valwrble rh:lI1 diny air becausc Ihe dinicr Ihe air 
is, die more we must r<.'<iuCt alloll':lble addi tion:11 IlOll utiol l, :Hld poll ution r<.'tlucrion is COSIly, 
rnlird , Maille: benefi ts t'COllomically finm irs rtpur:llion for bcill J; pri~ t i ne. Gaining a rcpur:l{ ion 
fol' poor :Iir qllalil ),. wh;m:vcr the C:lusr, would work ag;!illst economic I:)t'Owlh, 

-nle rcporr llseS the EPA 5m lldol l'd of air quali ty e:xct <.'(lanccs in wh ich days (h:1I h:lVe .08 p~ns 
1)(1' million of groulld level 07.0nc. ;\VCr:lgl-d ovcr ;1II S-hour pcri<xI, art' rCIXlncri as poor :li r (\ual. 
it), days. The /Il1mber of days char :lrt rt'pol'fc<1 :t~ excl.'<:ding thl'SC." ll'\'d~ i ~ a product of poor air 
qllalit}' and lilt air t('mpemrure. Because ground level O'l.OIlC fomls wht ll OZOIlt' g.'\S im e:rnc[s wi th 
sun light' and high l emp<'T.IIU rt":>, a hOI , sUli ny 5l1l11 IllCf is morc likely ro produce I liOn: uZOne drl)':'i 
Ihan a cooler )'t:lr. 

Strllng sciclll iftc evidcnce indic.'ICS 1":11 ,hc Illajorit}' of' M:linei; OlQnt (and other) pollut ion 
COIIIl'S frum olher, upwind Sr:II(5 as \\'CII :l~ some bring gCII(·I':II <.-tl hl'rc irl Maill t'. 
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52. Water Quality of Lakes 
Benchmark: Tile percentage area of signific!lnl Maine lakes lhalare flilly su l~ 
able for swimming will be at e.,t 94,6 perce;lt from 1994 throllg 2004 

Quality of Lakes lmproving OfM:UIIC$ 5788 1.l1(e$, 2,3 14 ~u'C: dl"Clllcd signific.1Jll. ThC$~ 
la.l((:s make: up 97 percenr of Ihe srate's toUlI lilkc a~ :md amount ro 959, 193 ael . 
Approxil uarcly olle-third of the lakes arc monitored by the Maine Dcpanillcrit ofEnvironmclltal 
PrOfl'(fion and the. Maine Volul1 tc.'cr L..1kcs Monitoring Progr:tm in any S·)'car span. 

Of the signifi cam hl<cs. 38 wcre considered 1101 /lIlly suitable fo r swimming in 2000 (36,864 
acres), a dl'Crcasc of 15 1akcs si nce 1998. Examination of data collccted on those bkc.s during lhe 
1990's indictlcs [hat rhey 1\0 longer .supporr regular alg:tl blooms. Thus, the percenrnge of siS· 
ni ~can l I:lke acres rh:1( full}' suppOrt $willlll ii ng has increased slightly co 96.2 percell! since the 
1998 cvaiu:uion. 

The prim:1r)' de('crmilmnr of a lake's slLi rabil ity fo r swimming is Iheextcnl ro which it has algal 
blooms. When a lake txperi C: llces a "bloom," ir appears grccn and is quite Ul1:llt t':lctIVe;lnd UlI ~ ll i [~ 

nble for swi mming. The mosr cornmon cause of algal blooms is siorm water run·on~ elltering n 
lake directl)" C':lrIying nonpoint source POlilltioll, l'arlicl1larly ,he m ll nCnI phosphorus. L1ke­
water clualiry is ;dlectoo by land use development dl'Cisions, as wel l. 

Clean lakes provide recreational OPP:)J'(unitic:s sud, as swimming, booting and rlShing and arc 
dircaly lillked 10 Maines lourism indusuy. It is e5tim:uoo th:u economic activity related to I.Utes leam 
10 over $1.2 billion in :lnllu:ti income for Maine. rtSi~nts :lnd suppOrtS 50,000 jobs. Ncar-shore prup­
erty \':I IIICS :1nd m:U\y smruJ bl.1~i nC$SCS arc' often dcpcndcm on the W:ltCr qunlity of locil iakes. L'tkcs 
also provide drinking watcr and habitat for di\'~rsc a,\SCmblagt:s of plant and 3nimo'd communilirs. 

Continued Improvemenl Earns Gold Star IU of October 2001, the aOlOllUC of :Irea 

dosed to shellfish Imvesring alollg the Maine coast was 156,758 acres. Thar is a 6.3 percent 
improvc:melH from Ocmber 1999. when 166,555 acres were closed 10 h:uvesdng. Ikcmse the 
;'Icres or nars closed due to conmminalion has becn declining for the pasl seven )reat'$, the Growth 
Council has awarded this performance me:l$lL l'e a Ih is year. 

Keeping shellfish beds open [0 h:lfVcsling is important not only bccaU5t it has a dirtCt eAect 
on the sitelifishing industry, bu t also lx.'CiUSC it is an indic:uor of overall marinc and estuarine 
water cJuality which is viral to commercial fishing activity and the ecological imcgriry of [he 
marine environment. Shellfish bed.~ arc: rypirnlly closed to halVcsring due to SCW:lge discharge, 
nonpoim source pollution, ancilllari ne biotoxin. 

Al10rher m:ljor f.'1clor affecting Maine's shellfish beds is unplanned dtvdopmt'1\l and sprawl. 
TI,e i nc rea.~ed load of pOIl~II :ln lS from nanpaint sources thar accolllpanies c1evelopmellt thmtcens 
m:lI1y c.'Cologicai zones. including morine areas, 

Mercury Conta.lJJi.nalion Com promises Quality of Life l3etween 1999 :Uld 2001 , 
the :lVci.lge numocr af fledglings pcn:ollltnon M~i ... e loon p:lil' was .35, a dccreruie from the pre-­
vious three-ycal' average, when there were A 1 fledglings per loon pai l'. A fl~lgljng is a loon chick 
that rrachcs six weck~ of age or tllore. After six week,<; thc mottalil)' mlC of lool1s is very low, rn:lk~ 
ing the first few wtt~ of life critiC'l l to sur"ival of tht' loon population. Mcn:ury hM bccn shown 
to impact rht' number of loon chicks dl;\{ survive fa become fledglings. 

"I' tis measures serves as a proxy for the gelle",1 damilgc caused to Maine'senvironmel1t by mer· 
cur}' pollution, which impacts Maint"s communi tics and economy as well as ave.rall l1anmd 
resource health. Mercury d:uuagC's h~lhh til vcry low le'o'r:is, making ;1 one of the mosl h:t7.ardOltS 
chemicals commonly found in the envi ronmcnr. Coll1amination by mercury aflecIs species:1I :t il 
levds of the food eil:1II1, cventually causing harm to people earing camamina(cd fish or fowl. 
Exposure 10 mcrct try hu t'ls the abili ry of child ren to learn , rClIlcmber and pay :mcmion. Mercury 
also threatens the: he;dth of wildlife, especiall}' loons, bald eagles and athc:r fish-Cluing bitlis and 
mammals. Tht' cost of cleaning lip mercury contamination also has a dirtCt d&ct on Maine's 
econolll}'. BOOl Ll$e of Ihl!Se reasons. the CroWdl Council gave (his mc.1SlIfe a Red Hag. 

TIle grnph ilJUStf:U rhe average number of chicks that 10011 pairs fledged in the Rangele)' 
L1kes region, one: of Maine's highest risk areas ror mercury conmmination. '111ese lakes are locat· 
cd on Maint"s wC5tern border :'Ind, as is lhe case with mosr pollution, their level of mercury con· 
tamination is influenced by Mmne sOu rces:~ wel l :\$ poll ution fi·om outside of Maille's physic:u 
boundaries. 
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Acres of Working Forest Certified as 
Well-Managed by the Forest Stewardship 

Council (SFI) and/or the Sustainable 
Forestry Initiative (FSC), 1995-2001 
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Average Age of Commercial Fishers, 
3-Year Moving Average, 1987-2001 
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" 
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Acreage of Forest Land Ccrcified a& Well Managed [ncreasing A\ of No\'cmber 
200 I,:l raul 0(5,085.763 "cre.~ of Maine foresr h:tS bcell ccn ificd as well nl:lnal;jtd by ulle ur bod, 
of IWO primal)' ctl'lificuion proSI~IIIIS" opcr.u ing in " '!:lint:. This is an itlCrCOlS(: from 2000, when 
2.74 1.000 acres had been cenilled as well m:llmgt"{l. In 2001. 1,442.000 acres Imd bet'lI ct'rfi(jcrl 
through oolh programs. BecllIsc of the dr.uu:uic increase ill acres cc:rti~I.."(1 and Ihe illlporr.lIlCC of 
ccniflcliion 10 rhe susroinabililY of Jylli incs fort'S try indusrry. lhe Growl h Coullcilaw:trdcd Ihis 
pCl'hmmncc mt'asure a Ihis )'1..':1r. 

f'Or(':S( ccni fic uion rx.'quil"t$ ~ lIC(cMrul p:~!+al)c of:r rr ;Iudil conducu.·d by or lhrough slx'Cific n 'r­
tificlIion programs designed to a.'>S<.'S~ ,he quality or land man;ll)"mel1l policies and/or pmcliccs 
on ,llc acreage 1111(ler review. Nta rl)' 58 pcrcCIl1 ora II lal ld OWII (.'(I by large landowner.; (those who 
OW I1 mOl'e tll :Ul 100,000 acres of fo rest Inncl) ei lher has · or is :uuicip:u« 1 to 1I;I\'c atl:lin(-d • SOllie 
rOrln or ccrrific:Hioll by the end of 200] . 

M:lille currently h:'\S tWO primal), certilication progmlll~ dl:ll dirlcr MIIIII:'wh;1\ in their ptOCl'SSCS 
:llld go.tls. "n le l:orQit Srewardship Council (FSq 1;0:11 is tl1 provide m:ukct-o;l.'i<.'(l inccmivt'S for sus­
t:lin:lblc forestry. spccific.llly the "gn:cll kllx'l il1g" ofrolcst pruclucQi. FSC is:l1I illt l'rnatiomll . nonprofit 
org.1Ilil.1tion. onlptising:t wide armyofsmkcholdcrs, induditlg ctwil'Onmcnml groups. timber ('fade, 
fon~u)' profcssional~. lor't:i t C('rtihclI iun organi7A1 tions. mId indib~lIo\ls IX'Oples, FSCcllIpliasi1.cs per­
ronllancc-bolSC'(l audits. 

The second prOSr.ltll is tht, Susr.tinable Foresrry Ini tiative (SF!) . SHs guidcl in<:s were deve!· 
()pcd b), the American Forestry :Lnd P;'IIKr fusociation (AFf'A) in 1994. The main goal of SF I is 
10 promole conti nuous il11pfO\,t'Jl1CIlI of furesl nl:lllagement ;ltId is mort focuscd on the ovcrall 
process of fOrtSt rnanahoctnent (han o n a 5pcci~c product. 

Acn:'~ of Land in Pro(itldive Jo'armland Oeclini'lg file IIllm!Jer Uf.ll...ft<o in pn lIC­
tive filfll ll:lnJ i,l Maine h:ls bccll J ecliningsinn:. 19,0. whell the swre had U\'cr4.8 million :r::rcs 
in produclivc f.'1rml:r.nd. In 1997, dIe laSI yC:lr tl l:U d:II.1 were colll'Cred. Maitle otlly Imd 1.2 mil • 
lion acrcs in produclivc furmland, a 4 "ercem loss li'O III 1992 :lIld :111 80 pcrCCllt loss since 1950 . 

I:ishing, r:u'Il1i ng :lnc! forestry :\re lilt fm tlld:u ional illdll~ II'i CS on which dIe s t';lt'c'~ economy -Ind 
heri[:lgc werc buill. '1'0<1;1)', firnning slill plaY,\.:1 key t'Collomic role, sllpport i u~ morc than 65.000 
jobs. F:lflublld :1150 rcpr('SCllts a key resource for open space , rccrc;uiotl :l nd food sccmify for 
Maine 1X.'Oplc. 

Acrts of producti ve fotrm land arc losl fo r mulriple re:ISO II ~, induding «ollomi, fil ilure of 
farms and incre;l.scd productivit), that makes il I)(}ssible to r."UIlI si lllibr crops on stmllcr 
:lnrou nt ~ of la nd. Howeycr the tll:ljur reason for filfllll :utd loss, especial I), in sOlil hern Maine, 
i~ it ~ conversion 10 cOtnmt'rcial and rcsidemi:ti uses. Emnbnd is c:l5i l), dcYeloped. If is 
aln:ad)' cleared, rela tively wdl drained ;lt1d leyel . T he Ins~ of FJrtll land to devdopmelll pur­
IlOse~ is irm'ersible, :md directly impacts Iht' ~'bine economy by renlOvitlg these :t<:rcs from 
production :tud furt her compromising an impoffanl componCl l1 of the M:line « onom),-

Informat ion on the acres ofland in prodllcri \'e C;lrmland in Maine CUI IU:S from dIe U.S. 
Dep:lrrmenr of Ag,riculum:'s Censlis of }\griculture, which is now condUCted l'\'Cry 5 re .... s. 
Information is ;l\'ailablc fo r t cn~ye;l r periods betwccn 1880 (wlrcu the Sl:Ile haJ I1l OTC Ihan 6.5 
million n res in produclivc fa rnt l:lI1d) :lIId 1950. \'(fe haw dlOSCII l U show dam bcginning in 
] 950. when informa tion bcg:1t1 b~' iI1S coilt-cicci "VCt)' 4 [0 6 )'e:lrs, to tmil1lain sGlle inrcgrit), 

0 11 lire x-axis. 

A\'Ii~r"gc: Age Continue'5 to Incre8je I'or [he thrcc: ,y..:.11'\ til 199'.1,2000 ;lnJ 2001. the 
:l\'cr:tge age of M.line: fishers wa~ 40.6, ,I ~I i gh t illc~»c oYer tllc average (lgc ofthc pn:" i oll~ t~rec 
)t ars, ,,11ich was 40.2. 

lllis measure i~ a proxy fo r "pcrcci\'<.-d opport unities" in Ihe lishi,,!; industry. If lhcrt is ;t belief 
among ftshers lli:'l l the industry holds promise, )'ollng people will enler its \\ rkfon:c and dri\'e 
the avcmge age down. If thcre arc n:gul:nions ptohibiting CI1l I')' illlo lire workforce, tile :lVemgc 
age of fi ~hers will lise, which is not :1 good sign lor Ihe indusrry. 'ntis petfo rmmrcc rnea:'lIre does 
nOl suggest 111m rnolt' people should entcr lilC fishing i ndll.~II)" only that if the a\'Cr:tge ;tge of P<'"()-O 
pic ill Ihe indu5U')' weill down, that would be:1 guod sign. 

The average age is dettnninl..'!! by looking OIl agcs repofl l..-'fl C)1l all ... ppliC::ltions ror Maine ccm~ 
llU'fcial fi~hi ng licenses. -111c 200 1 a\'Cr:tgc ;lgC is bast"{l 011 ;111 applicalions issl1<.-d through 
November] ], 200 ]: 18. 151 licenscs issucd t'O 12,446 filihers. (illdivi<iwIJs lila), hold nllliriple 
licenses). E.1ch colmllt1 in the gnl ph fCnCCIS [he :Iycr:r.gc :Igc ovt.'r the previom lhn:c rears, 
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SignificQnt RcdliCuon Recorded In 1999, lhe Ian y~'lr for which we have d:U,l , Maine 
businesses lI~cd :thom 220 million pounds of toxic mattri:tls, mcmly in ll1anufiacturing. This rep­
resents :t 44 pertenr decre:lse from (he amount of roxie marcriflls lIsed in 1997. 

Toxic substanccs or lOxins (:Jso kllown as extftmcly Itaz:t\"(!ous subsmnces) arc dcC! lied by tlte 
fcderal governmcill and include chlorinc, sulfuric acid and ammonia. There arc curremly 227 
companies 01' fuci lirics in M;line lhm use such chemicals in amOllllrS tlt:n rC<luire reporring, ;111 
iJICfease fi 'Orll flu! yei\! due co Ihe inclusion of 130 r."\cil i(ies previously not on lhe JiSt. Toxins are 
rypic.llly found in paper mills, mcrnl production r,'u;ilities, energy producrrs, and food processors, 
among OI lters. 

Beginning in 1999, I'eductions in rhe usc of roxie materials beGuile volun r.try for M:1ine bl lsi­
nesscs. BeClllse Lhey are lIor required to reduce their use of (hese materials, those businesses lhaL 
do so arc going beyond compliance and dCl1lonsrlilling good .m.'warclsbip. Businesses aCli ng:lS 
srewards of Ihe environment :md those resomers Ihey dcpend on arc critical to a high quality of 
life in Main!!, ;~ndl to a vibrotU' :trld .$tlSt:lillable l."Conom)'. 

The dma rcAccl' toml r(dllCtiol1 in toxic usc ami arc diflercm li mn da m reponed for purposes 
of ,he Toxies Usc and Toxic Release and Hazardous W:1.Stc: Rt.'duclion Act which n:OCCtS only 
those companies required to report in 1990 and 1997. 

59. Alternative Modes of Travel 
_ . Benchmark: Trips made by Maine people using alternative modes of freight 

transport will continue to incraase relative to vehkle miles traveled I .Ine 
o 11 2 • 

Travel Us ing Alternative Modes Slowly [ncreasing In 2000, the number' of trips 
made by rl,.'(ed route buses, ferries ;,.,d airplanes (collectively known ;\S nJt'cl'I1ativc modes) 
incre..15cd -1.2 percent from trips made using the samc modes in 1999. The numbcr of vehicle 
milt'S tffivded b)' automobiles declined by .03 percent during the samc lilllc period. 

ThCl'ie ligures were indexcd for case of comp:uison. In raw numbers a great mallY more miles 
:Ire tr:weled by aUl'Omobile ,h;\Il ;'tIl olher ;'l [tcrna,ive modes combi t)ed. 11\ 2000, fixed bus routes, 
fcrr it's and :l irplancs made a ll cSlim:Ue<! 6,45 million 11lil(S of trips in Maine, lip from 6. 19 in 
1999. Maine people travelcd 14.15 billionlllilrs in thcircars in 2000. 

·rbvd ing by :111)' mode generally has :1 positive impact all the economy because it repl'('.I:clHs 

Ihe 1ll0vcmenf of goexls and sClviccs. However, allern:'ldve meallS of lrallsporr provide;1 more 
ell vironmcntally Ocneflcial mC.1J1S of tmvel thai) vehicular transit , wh ich is gcne;: rallr low-oc(\l­
paney. It \Crcased usc of ru tcrmuivc modes of transit is also P.1rt of a vibm tll and sllsminablc econ· 
omy bccause it increases the competitive choices rOl' travel and movemcnr of people :tlld goods. 

'I"he graph shows vch icle mi les (l'avclcd and altcrn:llivc mode trips indexed 10 1994, whereby 
1994 V:UUe:i were cqu:uiz.ed ro 100. 

Perccnt ofW .. tc Recycled Remains Below Fifty Percent In 1999, Moi lle rcsi­
(\ents, buslnesscs and \'Isilors gcnemted 1,696,006 Io nS or Munici pal Solid Waste (MS\V') in 
Mainc. In that year, rccycling efforts, which also include composring, rct rieved 40.4 percent 
· 685,000 tons of materials - of thaI waHe. 

Maine adopted a saUd w;tste lllan;lgemenr plan in 1989 thaI sec the fo llowing priorities for 
tn;'ll1:tgillg tnllllid l"11 solid wa.m:: rcdu(,·e. fcuse l rcC)'cJe, compost. inci neratt and 1.u1dnll. III 1999. 
Maine recydc<l/compostcd incincffited 39 percent ofils MS\XI, and lanclfll lcd 20.6 percent. 

Recycling is impormm I'D tvlaine'~ CCOJIOIlIY bccaus~ ir cm reducc our COStS for mall;lgingsolid 
wastes, :lIId c!'CalC jobs ~lIld m:u·keLS rOI' new products. M~ny l."CO·COIiSCiOliS COllSUmer$ ;\fe intcr· 
csted ill purchasing products l1ladc from recycled goods, a market that some Maine manufactur· 
ers have becn :tblc. to capitalize 011. As solid waste disposal options d<.'creasc in number, and risc 
in CQSIS, recycling ca n bccome :m evell more <tltr<tetive managelllcnt oplion. In order 10 reduce 
Ihe s, ale:~ dependency upon incincmmrs :1 nd hn(lnlls fOI' solid waste disposal, if is clucial {har res­
idcllt's :lI\d businesscs work together to redllC<: the volulIle ;ll1d tOxiciry or ~ol;d waSle they gener· 
atc, fCi lSC malerials as Il1llCh :1.S possiblc. rt'C)'de, and compost thci r org.1.nics. 

(3)' recyd ing, we hdp mailHa in Maine's l1:t tut':l.l be:t ut)1 by reducing the num ber and si7£ of 
bndHlIs Ileccss::try 10 receive our unwlUlted W;lSICS. Inci nera tors :uld landRUs, while a tteCCSS;l IY 
1)'1rt of the solid wasle m::HI;lgcrnC!1t !iYStCIll. ma), be unwdcoll1c neighbors in man)' plaCt·,S. 

The amouill of solid w:tstc gencrated and recycled by municipalities is reponed ::t llnuaJly to the 
Maine State Planning Oflice. The inform::tl ioll i ~ then combined wi th other SOllt'ce .. reponing on 
solid W:lStC tn:'lnagcll1cnt p''ac(i.;es 10 determ inc d,c level orw;I.~lcgctl (: rm io l l :llld recydillg in M;'l inc. 
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ABOUT THE DATA 

The data in [hi :; repon come from a wide va ri ery of sources: 

p";ma";ly ( I) federal agencies (see the Ma ine Development 
Foundation website fo r links), (2) state agencies, and (3) 
surveys co nducted by the Maine Developrncnr FOlll1cbrioll . 
The ri mclillcss of the dara va ries considerably, bu r in each 

case we present rhe mOst recent dam ava ilable. 

Eight of the perfot'm ance measures rely enti rely on (bra gen­
erated by the Maine Development FOLlIldarion's Annual 

Surveys of Ma ine Businesses and Ciri'lcns. T hese statewide 

ON THE WEB 

T his reporr is avai lable in HTML fo r casy viewing and in 
PDF for easy down load and pri ming. There are useful links 
ro up-ro-date tables of fede ral li nd stare data, related reports, 
and eight years of survey d<1ta refl ecri ng opinions of Ma ine 

~911O~ • ..1"'''' -..\. J liliI • .J 
~t.h If.] hUIYII_ mdI OIl1/mog!;l 

su rveys were conducted in September rind October 1995, 

1996, 1997, 1998 , 1999, 2000 and 200 J. The methodolo­
gies from yea r to yea r were very similar. In 200 I , the citizen 

survey was done by telephone interviews with 60 1 random­
ly selecced c itizens and has a sa mpling error of +1- 4 per­

cenrage po ints wi th 95 pcrcent co nfidence rate. T he busi­
ness survey was a written instrulllent sen r ro a strarifled ran­

dom sa mpl e of Maine businesses, co mpleted by 663 of 
rhelll, and has a sampling eno l' of +1-6,7 percentage po ints 

with 95 percent confiden ce rate, 

citizens and bllsinesses 011 more than a hund red issues. Visic 
rhe Mai ne Economic G rowth Co uncil through the home­

page of the Maine Develop ment Fo un dation at 
hrcp:iiwww.mdf.org . 

3 00 Lrl-.I" 

MAINE ECONOMIC 

GROWTH COUNCIL 

Me'lSUI'CS of Gl'(l\vth 2002 ahl Lluks 

(to vicw IlU 60 pCl'ronnance measw'cs Adollt-A-BellcJlIufirk 
or, download In P F [onnat) 

Annual Sun'~y Data 
Gold Shu' "ilI'lis 

Mnine BushlCSSCS nb icllHollS 

I 95 .!22§..!.l!2l ~!ill ~ W!.!. 
Matne Citizens 

Memhers 

Alloni MEGC 

11sioll o/tlle Maille Ecoll omi.c Gr.0wtll Coullcil: 

F A high quality a/ life/or all Maine citizens j 
Acllie1'iJlg thb' vlsiolL reqllire!.' {l ~'ib"aJll {Uul !Jw11l.f1utbJe eCOltolnY} llipporiefl by v/lill communities 

1Ul.ll alJeal/lly environment. 

.:I 
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BACKGROUND AND REPORT DEVELOPMENT 

Established in sta [U te by the gove rnor and legislature, the 
Maine Eco nomi c rowth COlll1cil began its wo rk in 1993 
by settin g forth" vision and goa ls for the state's Iong-tenn 
eco nomi c growth. Hund reds of people from governm ent, 
educarion , busin ess, labor, envirOl1m ell[, and econoll"li c 

develo pment were involved. Prom <1 vase array of l'eCOl1l p 

mClldations. rh e Coun cil chose morc than a dozen gon ls 

::lI1d abo ur 50 performance measures by whi ch to contin­
ually assess th e srate's progress towards ~l c hi evin g [hose 

goals. The Co uncil held wo rkshops, focus groups, and 
so licited advice from expe rts and state leaders from all 
sectors. 

Sin ce its inception, rhe Coun cil h as published seve n well­
received annual repo rts. Severa l state agencies have for­
mally incorpo rated goa ls and benchmarks of th e Maine 
Econo mic Gl"Owth Coun cil into rh eir ow n stroregic plans. 
Nonprofit organizations have initi ated programs directly 
ai med at accom pli sh i ng spec i f,c bench marks. 
Government offi ci als have used Me{lsures ojGrollJlh to jus­
ti fY progm ms to achi eve the goals. Teachers have inco rpo­
rated the substance or rh e reports intO rh eil' curri cula, 
Po licy devel opment forums have used th e benchmarks as 
.springboards tor meaningful discussions, Bus inesses have 
pledged financial reSOurces and other fo rlnS or SUppOI't to 
rh e efforr. Funhcl'morc) [h e co un cil's work is receiving 
increasing rccognirion from community groups and other 
states as a model tor establishing a vision, goa ls, and mea­
surable objectives. 
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Irs work is fin anced by a pa,·tn ership of state reSOlirces, 
th rough a ca nmer wi th the Depa rtmenr of Econom ic and 

0 111 III un i t}' Development) and by priv;He contributions 
dll'ough the Maine Development Foundation. 

The Maine Development Foundation drives sustainable, 
long.rcrm economic growrh for Mai ne. The foundation is a 
catalyst for new ideas and pl'Ovides com III on ground fOl' 
solving problems and adva ncing issues. T he foundation was 
created by the legislature and govern or more rhan twenty 
years ago as a p";vare, nonprofit co rpotation with a broad 

Desp ite the usefulncss of Merrsllw a/Crowth over the paSt 
seven years, ,he Growth ouncil fel, thal the rcpol't could 
be imp roved. In 200 I, the coullcil , which had welcomed 
eleven new members and selected two new co-chairs. decid­
ed (0 revise its rOl'lnar and conl'Cncs. 

T he restructuring and revising process that enslIed had three 
major objectives, One was to better align rhe report wi d1 (he 
current and fu ture challenges and opporrunides for susta in­
ing economic growth and a hi gh 9uali ry of li Fe ro r all Ma ine 
citizens. Anorher was to highlighr and explain the relation­
ships and co nnections between the measures in the repol'( 
and sllstainable economic devdopmcnt generally. Pin illJy, 
rhe report was rcstrucwred to simpli fy and strengthen 
Measures ojGl'OwtJ./s message m render it even more accessi· 
ble to the gene,"l publ ic. 

Although the repon was "efo rmatted, histo rical dara repre­
sented in the gra plls in preveou, edil'ion, have been carried 
through to the new repon. 

This eighth ediriOI1 of the report is the "esul t or an intensive, 
six-month process that incl uded monthly "owth COllncil 
meetings, solicited expen review and opinions, and engnged 
the general public in <1 discussion about how to assess and 
measure Maine's progress rowards rhe starcd goa ls. "-,'he 
result of these conversationS') meetings and rese.1l'ch is a new 
framework that the Growth Co uncil believes provid es a 
powcrfu l Strategy For susta iMble eco nomic growth for 
Ma ine. 

mandate to promote Maine's ecollomy. Today, the round a­
tion is financed primarily with priv:nc resO urces. 

The Foundation's presid ent Henry Bourgeois f:lCilitatcd 
meerings and Cra ig Greshley, prognull dirccror, served as an 
adviso r ro the process, Da '"cy Rolli ns, pt'Ogram officer, 
I'esea l'ched and wrore (he l'epO I'L Mal'kcr Decisions, Inc, 
performed rh e sratewide surveys of businesses und Srrategic 
rvtarkcting Services performed rh e srarewide surveys of citi­
zens. j.S. McCarthy Printers of Augusta printed the report 
this year. 

T he Maine Development Foundation ~ nd rhe Main e 
Econom ic Growth COllncil extend sincere appreciation ro 
all. those peop le and organizario rlS who generously pt'Ovided 
data and guidance. 
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ADOPT-A-BENCHMARK 
The Main e E.co nomic Growth Council h ~s establ ished a list 
af lee}' iss ues (rhe perfonmlllce measures) and 11,\5 established 
a ta rger fo r each one (rhe benchmarks), bur rhe council does 

not acrua lly do the work requ ired [Q achieve the bench· 
marks. That work is best left to specific orga nizations whose 
missions are al igned with specifi c issues, Achieving the 
benchmarks is a shared respon si bility among governm ent, 
businesses, nonprof'irs, and educational insti tutions. 

The Growl'h Counci l enco urages orga nizations (0 adopt the 
be nchmarks it has estab lished. When an orga niza tion 

MAINE ECONOMIC GROWTH COUNCIL, 2001 
Roy Barry, Co-Chai I' 
President & CEO 
Mad ison Paper In dustries 

Richard Batt 
President/CEO 
Frankl in COlTIlllunity Hea lth Network 

Edwa rd D ina n 
President & CEO - Mai ne 
Vcri ZQ Il Communications 

David T. Fla nagan 

Idella Harter 
President 
Maine Edllcation Association 

Joyce B. Hedlund 
President 
Easte rn Maine Technica l Co llege 

Nanc)' H ensel 
President 
Unive rsity of Ma ine - Presqllc Isle 

T heodore St.rk Koffman 
Director, GovcrnmCI'H Relnrions 

01 lege of th e Atl amic 
S,((1e /(epreselltfftillf! 

HOII" District 130 

Laul'i e C. Lachance 
Sea re Ecollom is[ 
State Planning O ffi ce 

adopts (1 benchl1l ,lrk, ir is mak ing a public sratemcnr ot 
in tent to work 0 11 achievi ng thar particular benchmark. 
O rga nizarions rha t have adopred bench ma rks have publicly 
accepted some responsibi lity fOI· Maine's long- term eco­

nomi c growth. 

Please visir rhe Maine Economic Grmvth C OU Il Cil'S website 
th l"Ough th e ho mepage of the Ma ine Develo pment 

Fou nda ti on at http://wwwtmd f. org tor a co mplete I isr of the 
measures that have been adopred by Maine org:l lli zarions 
and businesses ro date. 

Lillian J. LeBlanc 
CEO 
Twin Citi es Air Service, Inc. 

Steven Levesque 
COI11 In iss io ne r 
Depa rtmcIH of Econo l1'lic & ommuniey Devc lopmclH 

Susan W Longley 
Slate Scnamr 
Senate Districr I ) 

Robert Picco ne 
Pres ident & Business Agent 
Tea mSters Union Loca l 340 

Richard W Rosen 
tate Representative 

House D istr ict) ) 3 

Kevin L. Shorey 
State Senaro r 
Senate District 4 

Paul L. Tessier, Co-Chair 
Srare Represenr:1rive 
HOllse Distri ct 10 1 

D ianne T ilton 
Execllt ive Di recro r 
Sunrise Counr)' Economic Council 

Eloise Vitelli 
Associate Direc(Q 1' 
Maine Centers fo l' Women, Wo rk, & CO llllllu nity 
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KEY TO SYMBOLS AND GRAPH COLORS _________________ _ 

& RED FLAGS 
Deterlll in ing wh ich pc r for lll ~ nce measlires receive 

and Red Flags are judgment decisio ns by members o f 

th e Maine Economic Gl'Owrh ounei!. These dctermina­
rions reAcer consenSuS of the group and ~1I'e based on CO Il ­

sid erat ion or the best data ava ilable and th e ex perienced per­

specti ves of Growth ounei l members. Generally, cri rel'ia 

arc as follows: 

GOLD STAR -

U 

RED FLAG -

Exceptional pcrrol'mance. 

Very high national Sla nd ing and/o l' 

established trend towards d ramatic 

impl'ovcmcnf. 

Needs attcnrioll . 
Very low narional sta nd ing andlor 

established trend towards dmmaric 

decl ine. In some cases there is 
improvement bur it is sri !! viewed 
as needing attention. 

ON THE GRAPHS 

Except where otherwise srated , all data presented arc fo r 

Mai ne. 

The vcn ical lin e sepat'aring the twO background colo rs I'CP ­

resents the yca r we sta rred benchmarking. Ir is the baselin e 

yea r referred ro in rhe bench mark statemenT. Where we have 

ARROWS 
Determin ing the d irection of the arrow fo r each pelf o l'­

mance measure is done by objecti vely reviewing the dara. 
The an ow dircc l"i o l1s sim ply reflecr movement towards 0 1' 

away from the benchmark since the last rime new data was 
available. rircria are as fo llows: 

o 

UP ARROW - We have moved towal'd the 

benchmark since last ava ilable data. 

DOWN ARROW - We have moved away From 

the benchmark since last ava ilable dara . 

A HORIZONTAL ARROW - No significan t 

~ movemenr eirhcl' wa.y since lasr ava ilable data 
(in ins£an ccs of survey dam, "significant" is defined 
as at least tWO percentage poi nts). 

o NO ARROW - Line: A horizo llt"l line is used 

fo r two reasons: ( I) there wos no new d a ta ava ilable 

since MellSll.reJ o[Crowlh, 2001 or (2) ir is a new Illeasure. 

In cases where rhe measure is new we ca nnot judge 
achievement of its performance rel ative to the 
benchmark beca use jt was set this year. 

no dara prio r to the baseli ne year, the graphs have just one 

background color. 

Maine data is always shown in thi s color 
New Engla nd data is a lways shown in this color 
United States data is always shown in t hi s color 

CITING INFORMATION IN THIS REPORT _ ________________ _ 

Reproduction of the in formacion conra illcd in Measures of 
Growth is encouraged, with propel' cilarioll . 

W herever data 0 1' rext is reprod uced, plcase reference the 

source in the following mann er: 

"Data Source: Ma ine Econom ic G rowth Cou ncil , 2002 

A1enslt reJ o/Growth report. Ul1lmal'), and :t nalys is done by 
rhe Maine Devclopll'Icll r Founda tioll .'1 

He 1 07 .M2 M3637 
2002 
Measures of growth " . 

Prepared by the Maine Development Foundation for the Maine Economic Growth Council, January 2002. 29 



M AINE DEVELOPMENT F OUN DATION 

45 ME,\IOIUAI CIRCLE, AUGUSTA, ME 04330 • T EL: (207) 622-6345 • F,\x: (207) 621·6346 • INTFRNET: Imp:/lwww.mdr.org 




