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Maine's Natural Resource-based Industry 

Maine is blessed with an exceptional and diverse natural environment that drives the 
state's economy. Communities, businesses, and residents rely on our landscapes and 
working lands and waters for jobs, recreation, and peace of mind. The state's natural 
resources provide the assets and raw materials for the five sectors of Maine's natural 
resource-based industry: 

~ Agriculture 

~ Aquaculture 

~ Fishing 

~ Forestry 

~ Nature Tourism and Outdoor Recreation 

The industry faces challenges of immense proportion. They are threatened by 
development sprawl, global competition, and fragile resources. The goal of the Baldacci 
Administration is to unite these natural resource sectors in common cause and to place 
them on the track to sustainable development. 

..,.··· "' ,.,.:,, ·: .. ' 

To this end, Governor John Baldacci hosted the Blaine House Conferehc:~~n:Maine's. T· 
Natural Resource-based Industry in November 2003. Nearly 750 people from acrgsstp~· 
industry met in Augusta and shaped 75 proposals to strengthen their businesses. : 

This report updates Governor Baldacci on the significant accom 
gives an account of progress on implementing the recom 
House Conference. 





Steering Committee Purpose 

Following the 2003 Blaine House Conference on Maine's Natural n..c~>LJU 
Governor John Baldacci created a permanent steering committee 
implementation of the conference recommendations. 

He directed the steering committee to: 

o~ Monitor progress toward the goals identified at the conference, and 
report to the Governor in November of each year; 

>-~ Develop indicators to track the vitality of Maine's natural 
measure its progress toward sustainability; 

o~ Organize and conduct forums to develop proposals that carry qUf 
from the conference; ···· 

o~ Lead a process to develop a clear, comprehensive, and balanced 
natural resource-based industry, and set goals to move the 
implementation of this policy; 

>-~ Undertake planning for a second Blaine House Conference; and 

o~ Carry out other such responsibilities as the Governor may 
vitality of Maine's natural resource-based industries. 





Steering Committee Priorities 

Conference participants shaped 75 proposals to strengthen their respective businesses. 
Over 30 of them addresses issues that the industry sectors have in common. Of these, the 
Governor's Steering Committee on Maine's Natural Resource-based Industry selected five 
on which to focus its efforts. The Steering Committee's priorities are: 

Enhance Competitiveness! 

The biggest challenge to growing our natural resource-based industry is to control costs. 
Maine industries compare disadvantageously with their competitors in taxes, health care 
costs, workers' compensation costs, energy, and efficient transportation of goods. We 
must address these issues that affect our ability to compete. TheSteering.Committee's 
goal is to identify those costs influenced by government, compare Maine's costs to other 
places where we compete, and identify ways to address taxation inequities and reduce 
costs of health care, workers' compensation, energy, and transportation~ 

Preserve the Resource Base! 

Increasing land valuations are driving fishermen away from waterfronts, forcing farmers . 
to sell off their land for development, breaking up forest lands, andt9reatening traditional 
recreational places. If Maine's natural resource-based businessesa~~to th[iYE;, tb~Y must ·• 
retain access to our working lands and waters. The Steering CofTimittee's. gOC1/1s, ~() cre?;.tf$ .. ' ;. • ' . :;,): < 
a plan to address the pressures that rising land valuations are plpcing ?nfistj/~g,farming,i i . :. : ·, > .. · · · · 

forestry, and tourism landowners. A mix of tax, fiscal, and regulgtory)Qcentivesisneed~ct· · 
that enables flexible, effective approaches to these issues. ••d,: ::.'i ········· · 
Drive Demand and Capacity for Locally-produced Products! 

Maine households offer a huge potential market for Maine-producedforestproducts, food· 
products, fish, and seafood. For agricultural goods and services alone, increasing local 
purchases from 4% to 10% annually would generate $180 million il1. product ~ales for 
Maine farmers. The Steering Committee's goal is to create and strengthen links betVtleen 





the state's natural resource producers and Maine consumers. Strong marketing channels need to be developed that 
improve consumer awareness. Programs are needed to enable Maine restaurants, inns, institutions, and college 
campuses to feature Maine food products. Technical assistance, research, certification, and extension services need 
to be strengthened to increase the capacity of foresters, farmers, and fishers to meet demand. 

Market the Maine Brand! 

Maine's image -inseparably linked with its natural resources and its sense of place -is a potent tool for marketing. 
Whether it is green lumber, farm fresh food products, or hiking Downeast, Maine's clean, green, worry-free appeal 
is universal. At the same time, small producers and businesses could benefit from a coordinated marketing scheme. 
Increased collaboration can boost Maine's presence in the marketplace. The Steering Committee's goal is to explore 
market issues, including branding, marketing, marketing structure, and cooperation between marking organizations, 
and develop approaches to strengthen links between marketing organizations, enhance distribution systems, and 
create a common message. 

Build Capacity of Hospitality and Recreation Business Entrepreneurs! 

Commercial tourism is not one industry, but rather a diverse array of goods and services. It ranges from motels and 
sporting camps, to whale watching tours and guiding, to restaurants and museums. In addition, cross-over tourism 
businesses are popular but require new skills on the part of the operators. Farmers now manage B&Bs, harvest 
celebrations, pick-your-own operations, and other tourist services. Commercial fishermen offer lobster boat rides or 
lobster or clam bakes. Enhanced entrepreneurship and management skills can help grow tourism-related 
businesses. The Steering Committee's goal is to develop a comprehensive, coordinated higher education program 
for hospitality, tourism, and recreation. A plan needs to be developed for industry collaboration with the University 
of Maine System and Maine Community College System to deliver degree programs, research, and extension 
services. 





Significant Accomplishments in 2006 

Enhance Competitiveness! 

&o Elimination of Persona! Property Tax on Business Equipment and Machinery- Businesse~ 
will no longer be assessed a personal property tax on their business equipment, effective April 
1, 2008. This action was one of the highest priorities cited by the 2003 Blaine House 
conference participants. It will encourage capital investment and remove a competitive 
disadvantage that many considered the bane of our natural resourcejndustry. 

Preserve the Resource Base! 

&o Land for Maine's Future -The Land for Maine's Future Board, using all ofthe $10 million 
approved by voters last fall, funded 31 land conservation projects across tl)e state~ The 
projects, which range from the 266-acre Tibbetts Farm in Berwick to 3,688 acres around 
Grafton Notch in Oxford County, will ensure public access for recreation and protect from 
development 139,300 acres of wildlife habitat, productive farmland, and working forests, The 
state bond funds garnered more than two-and-a-half times morein ,matching contrjputions; 

~Working Waterfront Access - Maine voters approved $2 million to perrnan~::ntly protect 
access to commercial fishing waters. The Working Waterfront Access Pilot program will 
provide financing to keep working waterfront properties in the hands ofcomrnerdalfishing 
businesses. The first projects are expected to be selected in Januc:lrY 2007.' · 

Also, effective April 1, 2007, commercial fishing property owners willbe eligible for reduced 
property taxes. The Maine Working Waterfront Tax Law approved by \/Oters last fallwill permit 
property to be assessed based on its value as working waterfront land, aS:.opposedJo its 
potential value as developed property. 





~ Maine's Green Infrastructure - Green infrastructure provides access to the lands and waters that support Maine's 
natural resource industry and includes parks and historic sites, trails and trail infrastructure, boat ramps, piers, fish 
stocking, beach nourishment and water quality improvements, working land conservation, and tourism facilities 
such as signage, parking, and sanitary facilities. A public-private coalition has formed to develop funding proposals 
and advocate for measures to sustainably manage the state's green infrastructure. The coalition comprises 
conservationists, recreational groups, landowners, tourism businesses, and public and private agencies. 

Drive Demand and Capacity for locally-produced Products! 

~ Maine Food Policy Council - The Legislature created a council to ensure the availability of an adequate supply of 
safe, wholesome, and nutritious food to Maine citizens. The Council will develop a strategic plan for supporting 
locally-produced food, which is critical to Maine's food security and rural economy. 

~ Maine Forest Certlflcation - Paper buyers from around the world look to Maine as their source for paper derived 
from sustainably managed forests. Timber harvesting operations are certified by a third party to meet credible 
standards for forest management. Maine leads the nation in certification of forestlands with 38% of productive lands 
certified. 

Market the Maine Brand! 

~ Nature-based Tourism -Theme-based touring itineraries that link natural, historic, and cultural sites are being 
developed in Piscataquis County, Western Maine Mountains, and Downeast. The work, following on from last year's 
nature tourism strategic plan (FERMATA), will take advantage of Maine's natural heritage and provide economic 
opportunities for rural Maine. 

if}<> Campaign to Market Maine Wood Products -The Maine Forest Service is about to launch a television campaign 
to promote Maine as the preferred source of wood and certified wood products. Ads will air several hundred times 
over six months beginning in late November to encourage consumers to purchase wood from Maine. 

~ Certified Maine Lobsters - Maine lobsters are now identified as having come from Maine. The Certified Maine 
Lobster™ program was launched in 2006 to promote Maine as having the best lobster in the world. Special tags help 
consumers to know that their lobster came from Maine. 





Build Capacity of Hospitality and Recreation Business Entrepreneurs! 

i0c Workforce Development- Marine trades will benefit from worker training, marketing assistance, research and 
development, and capitalization from a three-year $15 million economic development effort funded by the U.S. 
Department of Labor under the Workforce Innovation in Regional Economic Development, known as WIRED. 

i0c Maine Tourism Business Education - Maine tourism businesses have more resources than ever before. Through 
its Training Tourism Initiative, the Maine Community College System has developed an "Extraordinary Services" 
customer service program targeted to the hospitality and tourism industry that will be offered this fall to the ski 
industry and to the broader tourism community next spring. In fall 2006, the University of Maine's new tourism 
certificate program got underway. The University of Maine System launched the Center for Tourism Research and 
Outlook (CenTRO), a collaboration between the University of Maine and the University of Southern Maine, which is 
already a key source of research and educational support for Maine tourism. For example, CenTRO is now preparing 
a study to identify the business development needs of farmers engaged in agri-tourism. 

The Steering Committee is pleased to report on the progress being made, but does not take the credit for these 
initiatives. They are the result of hard work by many public and private individuals, organizations, agencies, and 
businesses. The repeal of the personal property tax, for example, took much effort by many. We commend the 
Governor and Legislature for their leadership and bi-partisan effort. 

What's more, the Working Waterfront Coalition, which represents hundreds of members, worked tirelessly on their 
industry's behalf. It is due to their efforts that Maine voters understand the threats to the shore lands that support 
commercial fishing in the state. Tourism operators Downeast and in the Highland and Western Mountain areas are 
leading the development of state's nature tourism initiative. Two groups spearheaded the development of the Maine 
Food Policy -the Food Policy Working Group and the Food Policy Advisory Committee. The Maine Lobster Promotion 
Council, in cooperation with Maine lobstermen, dealers and processors, created the brand and logo designed protect 
Maine's lobster brand. Maine's forest products industry members stepped to the plate voluntarily to become 
certified, providing a potent marketing label that paper buyers look for. The Governor's administration and members 
of Maine's North Star Alliance produced the WIRED grant proposal. Every University of Maine campus contributes to 
making CenTRO the research and information focal point of the tourism industry. 

Taken together, with the Steering Committee's support and the ongoing work of the state's natural resource 
agencies, all these efforts represent Maine's commitment to make this industry a vibrant part of our economy. 





Looking Ahead 

The Steering Committee on Maine's Natural Resource-based Industry knows there is 
work to do: 

.,; Escalating property values continue to force the conversion of productive 
development. We must continue our path of holding down local and state 
spending, finding efficiencies, and reducing Maine's propertytax burden . 

.,; Much of the public green infrastructure that supports these industries is threatened 6r <• , 

in a state of disrepair. It is this infrastructure that provides access to our''1'orking lands 
and waters and sustains this industry. We need to do more to protectandrpgillt<:~in our 
public assets . 

.., Many of the natural resources on which this industry depends are f~agile~ Fertile soils, 
fish stocks, forest lands, and scenic areas all must be preserved and protected in order 
for the natural resource-based industry to thrive. We must CO[ltinl,J~ ourdiligent.eff9It · 
to protect our working lands and waters. · · · · 

': ':.::· .. ·, .· ·.·;:·:::: . -:..:: .>:> ~·{<·;:::::·~·::··:.'·)'····:···:'.: .... :: 

.., Farming, fishing, aquaculture, forestry, and nature tourism are aiLglobalindustrie~~hd 
Maine businesses often find themselves competing with bigger,;p~:t;ter finar1ced, or: 
lower-priced competitors. Maine's public and private sectorsmustq()ntinueto work 
together to differentiate Maine's unique product offerings in the marketplace; 

:.:·. . ·.·.· ::::·::·': ... · 

.., While industry collaboration has grown over the past three years, there'~~rnain•.•siJd~i : 
that prevent the industry from effectively dealing with the complex issues theyJac~. 
We need to speak and act with one voice. · 





2006 Scorecard 
/:·:··:.· '·''. ·.··,·-:··. ' :·.:.,:: 

Overall, steady progress has been made towards implementin9,\.t .••... h.·•.·•.e ..•.••.••.••..•. :.:,7·;···· s. ;~~~am·m .... e ... ·. nclations······ 
" . . . 

from the 2003 Blaine House Conference. This report documentsgogpjor§Oil)~.prqgres? on 
95% of the recommendations. ·· ·· .·.·.·. ··•· ·· · .· ··· · · 

?'~:::::;:;\:;:::.:r:::::i:::·==·=·· :/i·i·>:,,:::.:\::.:.:::: .... ·:=:..: .. ::... ... .. :·!';!_,:·:::.:·. ;,~· .,,.,_. · 
···:·..:"·::_:'=:.:.:, .. :· : ... ·.··.·;·:;;.:·<:::.: .. :,::::::\;: .. :··: .. ·:·:::,;:· .. :.:: 

A score for progress on each recommendation - good, some, or none- is reported on 
the pages that follow. The following table tallies the progress to date for each sector and 
the cross-cutting recommendations: 

Cross-cutting 

Agriculture 

Fisheries/ Aquaculture 

Forestry 

Nature Tourism/Outdoor 
Recreation 

Total 

Total with Good or Some Progress 

Good 
Pro ress 

13 
41% 

3 
42% 

10 
63% 

6 
43% 

2 
29% 

31 
41% 

71 
95% 

Some 
Pro ress 

17 
55% 

2 
29% 

6 
37% 

7 
50% 

5 
71% 

40 
54% 





Public and Private Activities 

Access to the Resource 

Progress 

Good 

Conference 
Recommendation 

1. Create a 
comprehensive action 
plan to address the 
enormous pressures 
that rising land values 
are placing on fishing, 
farming, and forestry 
land owners 

2004 Activities 

" 'The Governor's tax reduction 
proposal, ·which includes 
permitting municip~1litics to 
vdue the homestead land of 
princip.ie residences at current 
use~ \-VilJ help iovve.r propc;rty 
taxes on some fam1s and 
waterfwnt homes. 

" A traditional iml.ustrtt'S 
development bond and 
cornplenJentnry legislation is 
under C(.>nsideration that seeks to 

preserve LtrmLmd and prole,:t 
\Vorking waterfronts, among 
olhi:!rs. 

" The Working \Vaterfront 
Codition propose~ to purchase 
devdopmenl rights f(Jr c:xisting 
\Vorking waterfront property. 

" 'J'he Dept ofTr~1nsportation has 
proposed ·~Qutliity Community" 
and "T'ransportation and lhe 
Ft:;onf).11ly~·· in11int1'ves thnt 
suppPrt access t<.' the resources. 

2005 Activities 

" 'I'he Governor's tax reduction 
proposal (LD 2), which includes 
pern1itting n1unicipJ.lities to 
value the hom,;;stead land of 
principle residences at wrrent 
use, vvill help lower property 
tax.es on some fanns <Jnd 
waierfront homes. The bill was 
held OH"r nnd will be taken up 
again in 2006. 

" Voters enacted a constitutional 
:nnendment in November 2005 
to pennit waterfront iand used 
for commercia! fishing activities 
tu be GISSi:!SSed b.bcd 011 the 
bnd's current use in a manner 
similar to treatment no>v avail
able for bnns, open space. and 
forestl.ami. 

" 'I'he I:Vorking Waterfront 
Cc>alition formed a PAC to 
educate voters on the importance 
of the \Vorking Witterfi·ont and to 
encourage ther.n to appn:>ve rh.e 
$2 mdion in bond funding for 
working w:i!erfhmts that is part 
of the November 2005 Ll\'1F 
bo11d proposaL 

"' The Tvlaint.:DOT 2006-2007 >v<d·: 

2006 Activities 

" LD 2, which would have helped 
counteract rising land values on 
homesteads, died in the 122"ct 
Legislature. 

" A new Working Waterfront 
Access Protection Pilot Program 
has been initiated with $2 
million approved by Legislature 
and voters in 2005 to keep 
working waterfront in the hands 
of commercial fishing 
businesses. The deadline for 
applications is November 1 
2006. Finalists are expected to 
be selected in January 2007. 

" The Legislature enacted LD 
1972, An Act to Protect Maine's 
Working Waterfronts, in May 
2006, to implement the working 
waterfront current use taxation 
constitutional amendment 
approved by voters in 2005. 

" Maine Revenue Services is 
developing the Maine Working 
Waterfront Current Use Taxation 
program, which will take effect 
April2007. The State Tax 
Assessor will adopt rules to 
guide municipal assessors in 



Good 2. Support a new Land 
for Maine's Future 
bond 

"' All of L.\lF's existing funds 
have been obli;;akd and the 
Legislature failed to reach 
cc•n~ensus on a new b,.)nd fc•r 
I ... MF in the l:~l" se::;sion. 

"' The G,Jvemor rw~ comrnitkd to 
prc-pus:ing a ne\\ .. bond t~Jr 
considemtion by thc [ 22"" 
Legislature to replenish the LM .. F 
pn)gnnx1. 

plan inc!lldes funds [(1 irnpn1ve 
acc:C:';S V' natural resource hnds 
and I·V(\ler_ including: State\vide 
Cc•mrnunity lnvesi.rm."nl Sharing. 
CJnirrJu.nity Livabillty, Corridor 
Pre~enation, and R<;ads fc>r Jobs 
programs. 

"' V\lters 1llV<Jrcd aS l .5 mi!liun 
bzmd for the Small fJarbor 
!mprovemcni. Program that 
suppc•ns the commercial fishing 
~md tourism segments vl' the 
nntund rc~ourcc tC\JllPmy by 
j'l'l'viJing 5\H;, funding fur 
devciopmc:nl of n wide v:triet)' of 
nx1stal pub!i,; 
;.h.~c:ess/infrastructur(': pnJjects. 

-' The J\:1aine Forest Service's 
Wl'l'k evaluating the potential 
markds of carbon 1rfli-et projects 
and olher efforts L<; make fprc:>t 
man:tgcment nwre pn:dit:iblc 
will hdp keep Fm:s1 bnd in 
pwduc:tion. 

v V lJ!('r~ favored a S 12 mi!1ion 
bond in N\Jvcrnbcr 2005 hlr the 
Land for .IVIaine's Future 
Pr.:•gmm to protecl ti.wnhnd, 
wNLing l~Jrests, :md reClT;.ltion<d 
ami. consc-rl'ation lanLk The 
bond set:-; aside S2 mi ilion f<•r ;t 

Working Waterfront Accb~ 
Pilot Prognnr1 l(' retain strategic 
\VUrking \.\,'aix~rf:n.)nt 

lnfra:.;trucittr~. 

~ 

~ 

~ 

~ 

~ 

establishing current use values 
for working waterfront land. 

MaineDOT has distributed 
$700,000 in Small Harbor 
Improvement grants to improve 
public access for commercial 
fishing and tourism. 

The Maine Coastal Program 
distributed $175,000 for working 
waterfront planning, harbor 
improvements and right-of-way 
discovery work. In addition 
$550,000 of federal funds was 
garnered to conserve 126 acres 
on Maquoit Bay in Brunswick; a 
vital area for commercial 
clamming and worming. 

The Green Infrastructure 
Coalition is working to identify 
and advocate for funding sources 
to acquire, build, and/or repair 
green infrastructure that provides 
access to fishing, farming, 
forestry, and tourism land and 
water resources. 

31 new Land for Maine's Future 
projects were initiated in 2006 
with the proceeds of$10 million 
approved by Legislature and 
voters in 2005. All available 
funds have been committed. No 
new conservation, farming, or 
forestry projects can be 
undertaken. 

The Land for Maine's Future 
Board is also administering $2 
million approved by the 



Some 3. Strengthen Maine's 
service center 
communities 

v The State Planning Office is v Sev<:ral of the .n::corrtmendations 
developing policy optionc: for the contain·.::d in the State Planning 
Governor for a lcgi.:;iative Offic:e'::; rep on, Rcl'ita!izing 
pack.age to help sten1. sprav·/L 

v The Governor directed the State 
Planning Office and the T\Jaine 
Downtown Center to identit} 
b3.rrkrs that prevent or 
discourage dovaltown 
devdcrpmenL A resulting report 
ma.kes r<o;t:onunendation~ to 
increhse inve:>trnent in \taiue' s 
d<.>wntowns. 

v Efllxts to f()sler regional 
dd.ivcry oflPcal services v,:ili 
help str.::nglhen downtcn.;.11s. 

v The Governor's initiative to use 
public funds to stimulate private 
investrnent in civic, conventkm, 
and ,:ultural facilities will 
strengthen do"mtov:ns. 

Alaine ·s f)rnvn!OHins, ha .... /e been 
implemented, including: funding 
and supporting the l\'laine 
[)ov~:ntovvn (=enter_, adopting a 
rnodel rehabilitation code, and 
funding the Municipal 
Investment ·rrust Fnnd. 

v $1 minion in grants were 
av,;arded to 121 rmmicip:dities 
and Nher regional government 
organizations to pilot regional 
approa..:bes to ]oc3.l s.::rvice 
delivery. Projects are und.::rw3.y, 

v Grant funding for the Efficient 
Deli>·(;~ry of Local and Regional 
Services \.\TiS established as part 
of the School Finance Acr of 
2003 and LD 1. Anticipated to 
start on NoYember L 2005 with 
the first round of gr:mts mvardcd 
in early 2006. the Legislature 
suspended funding t\Jr the grnnt 
program hx .FY 06--07. 

v The Intergovernmental Advis(>ry 
Commission, a 17-mcmbcr 
commission compri!>ed of 
representatives from c:tate, ]oca], 
county, 2nd regiond 
governments, g<)t undcrway. The 
commission is charged by statutc 
to \A.:ork on \.vavs to hnprovc 

Legislature and voters for a new 
Working Waterfront Access 
Protection Pilot Program. (See 
#I) 

>I The Legislature appropriated 
$75,000 to recapitalize the 
Maine Downtown Center. 

>1 The Legislature replenished the 
Fund for the Efficient Delivery 
of Local and Regional Services 
with $500,000 in FY 07. 14 
grants totaling $500,000 was 
awarded to over 70 municipal
ities, counties, and regional 
governments for projects that 
will encourage and support 
intergovernmental cooperation 
and reduce property taxes. 

>1 The Intergovernmental Advisory 
Commission spearheaded two 
initiatives to foster governmental 
efficiencies: 1) to develop a 
model chart of accounts to better 
track government costs and 
savings; and 2) to require state 
agencies to accept joint munici
pal filings. 

>1 In FY06-07, the Legislature 
approved an additional $495,000 
for the New Century Community 
Program. This was the first time 
in Maine history that the cultural 
community received a general 
fund appropriation for this 
program and Governor Baldacci 
is the first to successfu 11 y 
include such a request in a 
Governor's budget. The state's 



Good 4. Increase public 
infonnation on Right
to-farm and Right-to
fish laws 

"' The Dept of Agriculture is 
wcJrking lo strengthen .f\·1aine·s 
Right-to-furni la\VS. 

._, 1\n educational brochure for ne\r,,: 
ami. pr.Jspective hornc,Jwners 
describes \Vhat it rrwans ro live 
in a working fishing rClmnwnity. 
Ckveiop,~d by Univ,~rsit~' of 
l\·laine Se-<1 Ciranl. Cooper:nive 
E~xten:-;ion. :mel \:V:lshingtt'n Cc<. 
F'brming Commission, tbc 
brc!churc could be rcplictlcd 
state\.vide and I~xr !.~inning 

Ct.)n 1 iTHUl ities. 

corn1nunlcut1on .. coop.:::rati(H1, 
and efficiencies anwng aU three 
bnm,:hes ,)(·government and to 
encc~ur~lgt regivn;:diz~tiion ;Jnd 
co:>1···effectivc service dt:-li\.'cry. 

._, Voters t~1vor.::d aS l. million bond 
in N(lvembcr 2!l05 for the New 
Century Community Program to 
invest in cupital improvements 
improving cnitural as~ets. 
including libmries. museums, 
hi.~tori,:ai bui!ding:>. (heaters and 
nrb facilities. 

v fhc Dept of Agriculture will 
ho;;t a series of pub lie meetings 
in the early winter to SPlicit 
input on the issues ~)f best 
rru.uwgemcnl puetices, right·to·· 
hmn hl\vs, and lvc<il vrdinancc>:. 
The intent is hJ gain some 
guidance and lo provide some 
education priur lo ·1~'.1nna1 ruic
mnking on right-lo-f:n·m rules. 

v The Dept nf Agriculture has 
erc<tlcd scvcra I infc,nnation 
piece'S h) .::ducmc and int'unn 1he 
genera! publk a.s \\Til. as specific 
audicno;·s. SL<ch as Lmdowners. 
wwn offl..:i<ds, and fmncr~ ()ll 

righHo .. fmn is~ue:;. 

Cultural Affairs Council 
dispersed it along with the 
proceeds from a $1 million bond 
approved by voters in 2005 to 
make capital improvements in 
libraries, museums, historical 
buildings, theaters and arts 
facilities. 

., The Dept of Agriculture 
continues to assist fanners, 
agency personnel, and others to 
expand knowledge of nutrient 
management-related best 
management practices. 

" Recently drafted rules for the 
Agriculture Compliance 
Program address the process to 
handle agricultural complaints 
and are ready for public review. 

., In conjunction with the State 
Planning Office, the Dept of 
Agriculture trained local code 
enforcement officers in Maine's 
right-to-farm and nutrient 
management laws . 

., GrowSmart Maine published an 
educational brief, Planning for 
Agriculture, which provides 
options for communities to avoid 
nuisance complaints and be 
more agriculture friendly . 

., The Dept of Agriculture helps 



Market Development and Branding 

Progress Conference 
Recommendation 

Good 5. Explore the 
possibilities for 
developing a 
coordinated marketing 
theme for all of 
Maine's natural 
resource-based 
industries 

., 

"' 

200-i Activities 

The: Dept of Economic and 
Cormmmity Dl':vdopment is 
n::;earching past and current 
1nark~ting carnpaigns and has 
begun to ;.~onvene rnarkcting 
staff from the stale natural 
resource agencies to jdentify 
r:ollrJ;oralive opporlLmilies. 

The Guvenwr's Advisory 
Cc,uncil em the Sushinabilily of 
the Forest Products Industry in 

2005 Activities 

" The (iovernor's Steering 
(;ornrn1tt~e on .~/Ialne ~ s 0Iatund 
Resource-based Industry husted 
a 1narketing fonu11 on June l.3~ 

20\15. lc' identitY \Vhat might be 
l\:lnine's "next level" of 
marketing f~)r the fanning, 
fishing~ f~Jn:.~stry~ aquaculturE.\ 
and tourisrn/outdoPr recreation 
se.ctors~ and vvhai is needed lo 
get us there. Some of the sblle's 
tor private sector marketing 

towns to develop strategies that 
promote agricultural best 
management practices, protect 
prime agricultural soils, sustain 
agricultural enterprise activities 
and build agri-tourism 
opportunities, as part of their 
comprehensive plans. 

.., Maine Sea Grant, Maine Coastal 
Program, and others collaborated 
on two brochures that describe 
the sounds, smells, and sights of 
commercial fishing activity in 
Harpswell and Jonesport-Beals. 
It is distributed to prospective 
homebuyers through local 
realtors. Work is underway to 
produce a brochure that can be 
modified in use for other locales. 

2006 Activities 

.; Maine's WIRED initiative will 
assist marine trades and other 
marine-related businesses with 
marketing and outreach. 

.; Governor Baldacci established 
the Governor's Task Force for 
the Maine Nature Tourism 
Initiative to oversee 
implementation of FERMAT A 
recommendations for marketing 
Maine as a tourist destination. 



liPns in Dcccrnbcr .20()4 on 
C'pporlunities to bran,{ tvlaine's 
green certified forest prc1du~,.:ts. 

v The (fet Ret:d c;et /v!ainef 

dgdcultur:~J rrntrketlng cc.1n1r'iJ.ign 
has :>ncces~ful1y bl!(lSted local 
;tgricul\tlr<Jl ~ales. 

cxpcrh advi::;cd us. 

"' FER\:L\'1':\ completed it:; 
assessn1ent of opponuni!·i~~s for 
fv1ainc !<) pa,;kage and promote• 
its natnr~ i_t)lt"fi.SITI oil~rings; 

rccommenda1ions include 
enhanced marketing for 
au1hcnlic. lm:a!ly-produced 
pn.)(Jucts .. anisnn crafts. and 
foods. lt also rcce>mrnends an 
int.:;graled~ 1Ytuiti··dgency/nluli:i··· 
pdrtncr rnarketir1g 
c<.,mnmnications campaign to 
rais0 a\\ .. arcncss of rhc ;\{(tine 
if-'(.;(;r)_..,~ .E:\j.Jt~·rit.'Jl~.··e. 

"' ·rhc J'v1aine departments c,f 
Inland l;isheries & Wilcllif:.:: and 
Economic and Cmtrrmnity 
D..ovc:k;pmcnt '"ill produce a 
series of brochures to highlight 
flve spt'cific areft~ in fv!~ll!1e and 
IVhar. c:ach has to -:>tTcr visitors 
{~)r outd<X)r recrcationa! 
arn<::niti..os. They should be 
avaibbk by January 2006 fix 
Jlstribu~it)!l al outdoor sho\.VS 
and at iVhtine tourism centers cmd 
via the !nkrnet. 

-" ln coordination with the other 

[\:Liine is participating in an 
cff(nt f() evaluate \Vhethc:r a 
regi,Jncd br:md t~·)r fur..ost 
products would be effective in 
pt\Hnoiing incrcased sdes. 

,; Maine··~ certification ofl(•re~t 
land~ pn;vides a pot;;;:nt 
markclin>C. Jubd that paper 

'<I 

'<I 

'<I 

'<I 

'<I 

'<I 

'<I 

DECD is working with regional 
and local tourism stakeholders in 
FERMAT A pilot project regions 
to assess infrastructure and 
marketing and promotion needs. 
(See #74) 

MaineDOT supports scenic 
byways as part of the Maine 
brand. (See #28) 

The Get Real, Get Maine 
agricultural marketing campaign 
continues to promote purchasing 
of local! y-produced products. 
The Dept of Agriculture is 
looking at making aquaculhtre 
products part of their campaign. 

The Maine Lobster Promotion 
Council launched the Maine 
Certified Lobster™ program to 
market Maine lobsters. 

Maine's certification of forest 
lands provides a potent 
marketing label that paper 
buyers look for. (See #63) 

The Maine Forest Service is 
undertaking a television ad 
campaign to encourage 
consumers to purchase certified 
wood. (See #63) 

The Dept of Inland Fisheries & 
Wildlife markets Maine as an 
outdoor destination: 

0 It has produced a series of 
nine brochures and a web-
based resource of fishing 
opportunities at all the 



buyers l<O.lOk for. Currently 41 '>o major fishing destinations in 
of Maine· s productive furesl the state with the assistance 
limd is certified as bei.ng of the Office of Tourism. 
n1311aged .sustainably. 

0 It launched the IFW 
Turnpike Informational 
Radio 1640 AM to promote 
outdoor recreation in Maine 
and provide fishing, 
hunting, and outdoor 
information. A turnpike sign 
in Kittery directs listeners to 
the station. 

0 It expanded its logo 
merchandise program with 
new on-line sales with 
Kittery Trading Post and a 
new program with L.L. 
Bean. 

0 A partnership with the 
Bethel Area Chamber of 
Commerce has created the 
Upper Androscoggin River 
("Upper Andro") as a brand 
in the angling community. 

0 The wild brook trout capital 
of the U.S., Maine has 426 
ponds that have never been 
stocked; the next closest 
state is NH with seven. The 
department is developing a 
new brochure and a trade 
show booth promoting the 
state's wild brook trout 
fishing. It plans to exhibit at 
11 out-of-state sportsmen 
shows in 2007. 

"" The Kennebec River Initiative 



Some 6. Develop and formalize 
strong working 
relationships with 
government and 
industry in Atlantic 
Canada 

,; \lain-: participalec..: in biiakml 
with Can:tdian 

agriculture ministers to d.iscu% 
curnrntHl 1s~ues. 

v 'fhc fkpt (!(Marine R,~suun:cs 
actively W<Jrks v,:ith Canada Cll1 

ac]ttacuJI.ure standards ~utd 
qtudity ~:ontrol, and on lssue~ 
related to HhJ science and 
rrLtrHtgc:rnenl of shared ti~;h 
sh)cks. 

,; fvJainc i~ an itdive parlicip:mt in 
lh': Guif (lf ['via inc (\>unc:il t>n lh.:: 
!1:1a:-ine r-:nvironm,~nt a U.S.
Cm:\di:m partnership (>f 

go\·-::;rnin~nt :.lnd ll{)ngovern~ 
mental nrg<;ni;;.ations wm'king. l<l 

rrwintain and. ;;;nhunce 
cnvironrnent:d quality in the 
Gttlf c•f .!'<'lain,~. 

'-' The Dept c)f tvhrint Resources 
c>m!inucs !o work with Cu1<lch 
on ~harcd fish stocks il:lainc and. 
Canadimi scientist~ coUub,Jrate 
h.> se1 reasonable cutch limit~; 
based on the best available 
science. 'fhc C'iernmissiona 
chairs the Translxnmdar:v 
f'v1onitoring Guid.a!h:C CommiH~e 
that sets allow:tble C<1kh of the 
shared groundfi~h stocks. 

'<~' f'v'la!ne is we>rhing cooperatively 
with the Pwvin..;,~ of Nc\-1: 
Brunswick regarding the timing 
of ~dmon nqunculturc s10cking 
to minimize disease. New 
Bruns\vick ~·tnd i\Jaint;; are alS(" 
mo1:ing forwnrd kl ~ldop1 
reguLliion~ that are n1ore 
i.:ons1:>t~ni \-Vlih Cdch other. 

'-' The Dept of rvbrine R<~sources 
and the Stale Phlnning Offkc· sit 
un the Gulf of Maine Cou.ncil on 
the 0:1drin(! f~~nvironrncnL i\·1ainc 
is the; S(.'.cret:tric:ll for the c.:ounci! 
for 2(105-06. T'he CcHmcil is 
devc:lc•ping a new fi.ve-y,~ar 
acli~)n pian \vjth ~1. focus on 
educc.ilion~ hubitat protection and 
restoration, and C('>filnminant 
1YilJnitoring. 

was launched, a collaborative 
effort aimed at making the river 
an asset for scenic, ecological, 
fisheries, wildlife, recreation, 
cultural, and economic 
opportunities. 

_, The Dept of Marine Resources 
continues to work with Canada 
to manage shared fish stocks and 
enhance aquaculture production. 

_, MaineDOT hosted a delegation 
from Transports Quebec that 
came to study Maine's 511 
traveler information system, the 
Condition Acquisition Reporting 
System (CARS) consortium and 
the Tri-state Advanced Traveler 
Information (TRIO) system. 

_, Maine completed its year-long 
role as Secretariat to the Gulf of 
Maine Council in June 2006. 
Over the year, Maine led the 
council through a process to 
analyze its previous five-year 
action plan and to develop the 
next five-year plan designed to 
make measurable progress 
toward its mission of 
maintaining and enhancing 
environmental quality in the 
Gulf of Maine and allowing for 
sustainable resource use by 
existing and future generations. 



Some 7. Create and strengthen 
links between 
agricultural entities 
and fisheries and 
Maine restaurants 

..,. Governor Baldacci appointed a 
local ttgriculture task force to 
develop recommendations to 
streng1hen local agri~u.lture. 
Recommendations are due in 
Dea·mher 20(!4. 

>~ The Dr!t Reai Cret .Mdine! 
Agricultural marketing campaign 
has successfuliy lx.Joskd local 
ag:ricu1t1.lral s~1les. 

v T'he departments of Agriculture: 
and \Lrine Resources are 
developing promotional 
opportunities f(lr kcal fi~h and 
senfoud, induding promoting 
aquaculture products to .Maine 
restaurant owners and chefs. 

"' The departments of /'~gricul1ure 
and l\hrine Resources are 
impiementing an inspection 
prograin of seafood retailers to 
ensure they meet ,jtdity 
standards. 

>~ The Locai !\griculture Task 
Force produced 33 
recommendations to strengthen 
local :tgriculture. The Dept of 
Agriculwn.' has begun to 
implement some of these 
re<:ommendations; particularly 
looking al <hlVQCnling use of 
nutrilic>us, ](xeJiy-grown f(Jdds 
in local institutions (schools, 
state offices, correctional 
facilities). 

'It! ()ctober has becorne A1oine 
A!enus Moiith and promotion of 
it is a joint effort between the 
Dept of Agriculture and the 
lVlaine Restaurant /\sse>ciation. 1t 
promotes f\·1aine raised, grown, 
and harvested foods and the 
restaurants that t'<::ature them, 
Local seafood, which is t'<::atured 
on most menus, is a big part of 
tbis event. 

,; As stipulated by legislation, the 
Comrnissioner of the Dept of 
Agricultllre convened a working 
group to revie>v statutory 

' ' ' prov;swns <1n.<1 examme 
emerging is~•ues :reltitiltg to f\.>c>d 
policy. The group includes 
representation from the fisheries 
and aquacttlture industries. The 
intent is to develop f(md po!icier:: 
thai wpporl locally-produced 
food, 'Nhich me critical to 
rvlaine's t<)od security and mral 
ecnnon1y. 

" The Jvlaine 1\quaculLLrc 
;\ssoci(ttion exhibited al the 

., The newly-created. 15-member 
Maine Food Policy Council 
represents the farming, 
aquaculture, and fisheries 
sectors. The council will develop 
a strategic plan to support 
locally-produced food. (See #37) 

., The Maine Aquaculture 
Association exhibited at the 
Eastern States Exposition 
agricultural trade show. (See 
#54) 

., The Dept of Agriculture is 
looking at making aquaculture 
products part of their Get Real, 
Get Maine campaign. 



Small Business Support 

Progress 

Good 

Conference 
Recommendation 

8. Develop a 
comprehensive, natural 
resource-based 
industries education 
and skill development 
program 

v ·rhi$ wodd b,; a nc1v initiative. 
'fb~ ste~ring cornrniH~.:!e \,vUJ 
addrc:~s il in successive: years. 

Eas1em States Expositi(m 
agricul!uraltrade show ag<"in this 
year. ·rhis ·is exceUcnt. -.::xp~)sure 
~~)r the industry and. helps 10 

L::ep them conntcted to the rest 
of Maine's i(Hxi industry groups. 

2005 Activities 

-' P;lrt of the durge of !.he new 
C>::nler f(>r Touri~m Hesemch 
and Outreach is 10 c:nham:e 
acade1nic progrnrn$ to irnprove 
the management anJ service 
skills of tourism employers and 
en1pioyec.:"!s, and to train aD(!\\· 
generation of entrepreneurs, 
1nanagers, and ::-:killed crnpioyces 
to develop quality service: 
hiurism hu,;ine~ses. 

"" ·rhe 1'\'laine Cumrrwnily Cui lege 
received il.mcling w establi$h a 
!Ourism training initia1ive. 

...- The [kpt <.'f Cunserv<tli<.'n i~ 
collaborating: \vith the Small 
Business Dcvciopmcn1 Cc.mcr, 
Small Business Administration, 
and lh.c r:inance /\\llhority of 
J\:hline to develop a curriculum 
10 provide iogger~ \Vitb 
~peci<tlizc:d businc:~s skiHs and 
preferential access to capHai 
resow\:es. This kgger business 
training and. Joan progr~un ls 

~ 

~ 

~ 

~ 

~ 

2006 Activities 

Maine's WIRED initiative will 
assist marine trades and other 
marine-related businesses with 
training and retraining workers. 

The University of Maine 
System's new Maine Center for 
Tourism Research and Outreach 
(CenTRO) coordinates research, 
outreach and educational 
programs related to recreation 
and tourism within the state. Its 
website contains a listing of 
tourism educational resources 
and an educational update page. 

The Maine Community College 
System and University of Maine 
have developed tourism 
curriculum offerings being 
launched this falL (See #69) 

The Maine Forest Service is 
developing training program for 
loggers (See #51) 

The Western Maine Forest 
Resources Training Consortium 



Some 

Some 

9. Develop affordable 
workers' 
compensation, group 
health, dental, and 
long-term care 
insurance 

I 0. Access adequate 
seasonal labor 

.; DirigG provides access to health 
insurance for srn:Ji business and 
the self-employed. 

v Thi::: would be a ne1v initiative. 
·rhe steering Ct.)JnrnlHce \:vi11 
address it .ln successive years. 

anticipated to be cornp1t>-ted in 
the winter of 2006 . 

"' Govemm Ba1dacci -vvprked with 
l.aboc mnntlgement, and the 
Legislnture to fonmJutc 
legislation (PL 2003, c. 608) tc> 

avoid gridlock, promote 
efficiency, and rnaintain lower 
costs in Iviaine ~s vvorkers' 
compensathm system. 

" In 2003, the Legislature e-nacted 
the Dirigo Health Reform Act, a 
comprehensive approach tc> 
containing the rate of grv;vth of 
health care \\:hiJ~ expandi;1g 
access to hea.lih insurance ;_md 
health care services to more 
l'vlainer~. This t~lll, the state 
Bareau of Insurance nmnd that 
the combined d'fect ofDirigo 
health ret(lrm initiatives so far 
hlts been able to reduce health 
c~u·e cost growth. in .M.ai.ne lo :t 
kvel S44 million lower than it 
would have been in the absence 
of Dirigo reEmor1s. 

v Federal immigration rules, 
which restricted the number of 
nonagricultural seasond workers 
a!l.owed i11to the US under the H-
2.B visa progran1~ \vere changed 
lo em;e the restriction. Thi~ helps 
the logging and hospitality 
sectors that Ltse large numbers of 
seaS('nal w<"Jrkers. 

"' ·rhe Dept of Labor has been 
\Vorking with the affected 
industries in recruiting domestic 

~ 

~ 

~ 

~ 

~ 

~ 

~ 

was founded. (See #66) 

The Bureau of Insurance finding 
on health reform savings was 
appealed and affirmed by the 
Superior Court, but is now 
before the Law Court. 

The Bureau oflnsurance found 
additional savings in the second 
year of Dirigo of $34 million for 
a total savings of $78 million 
since the program began. 

A state health plan has been 
developed, articulating a 
roadmap to make Maine the 
healthiest state and reduce the 
incidence of, and therefore costs 
of, chronic illness. 

For the first time, insurance 
premium rate increases are 
regulated in the small group 
market (<50 employees) limiting 
what insurance companies can 
spend on administration, 
marketing, and profit. 

Congress, as one of its last pre-
election acts, extended the 
counting methodology under the 
H-2B program for another year. 

Maine Dept of Labor is 
continuing to work with 
industries on recruitment issues. 

The rules related to the proof of 
ownership law were 
promulgated earlier this year and 
went into effect October 1, so it 



None 11. Facilitate the 
development of 
cooperative and 
aggregated purchasing 
options 

v This would be~ a new initiative. 
-rhe st~er!ng con·tn1ittee \·Vil1 
nddress it in $uccessiv~ years. 

Objective Data, Research, and Science 

Progress 

Some 

Conference 
Recommendation 

12. Enhance and focus the 
natural resource 
research and 
development agenda in 
Maine's university 
system 

2004 /u~tivities 

"' file J\·1ain,~ ~v1Nine Rescmch 
Cualitiun. which l'llnsist:- of~tate 

univer~it_y and. rcsearLh 
1nst~tut1ons~ v/orks to priz)riliz~ 
and increase funding for marine 
research (tnd educuti(.ln. 

v In 2005. the l ... egis!alurc enacted 
Public Luw .. c:. ··+6.1 whkh 
r~quires logging ernployer..:; 
using H<~B workers to pr<.)Vtdc 
tbc Dept of L:b,Jr with pnhJf of 
<nvnership for at lc:Jst one of 
every two pi<:t:e;; of equipment 
these loggers use where there is 
no federal prev,liling rate set l.l 
is [OO Cclrl)' to judge the d't"<;ct c)f 

this bw. but it will pu~sibly 
engender additional capital 
cxp·~mc iix employers using H-
2B wPrkeri:'. 

2005 Attivities 

"' ·rhe Cenkr fClr fuurism 
Rtsc<irch and Outrc:J.Ch will 
enlnnc.:: resemch and 
development fur the tourism 
sector. 

" ·rhc :\dv:mccd Fngineercd 
Wot>d Composite Center at lhc 
University of \:lainc i.~ a stc;J.e. .. of· 
lhc-arl hcil ity for cornposites 
rcse;11'Ch :wd cleveic>prnem. The 

is still too early to assess the 
impact on the logging industry. 

2006 Activities 

~ As part of their Science and 
Technology Plan, DECD 
facilitates work conducted at 
Maine's research and 
development facilities to 
commercial application. 

~ The University of Maine 
System's new Maine Center for 
Tourism Research and Outreach 
(CenTRO) got underway. 



..::enter is being expanded with CenTRO coordinates research, 
funding fn,m a jobs bond outreach, and educational needs 
authorized by voters in June of the tourism industry. It helps 
2003. state and local officials work 

., Eftorts cc•ntinue to expand nnd 
together to develop tourism 
resources. Projects initiated by 

strengthen the aqu.acultur~ 
CenTRO in 2006 include: 

research t~a::iliticto: at the 
Universil>· of Maine including 0 Short- and long-term 
the \hine Institute for Cold forecasts of tourism activity 
Water Aqua..:ulture in Owno and 

0 An overnight visitors survey the National };._griculture 
Research Service nnd 1he Center 0 A study of the contribution 
fi.Jr Cooperative Aquaculture of the hospitality industry to 
Research in Franklin. ME. local property taxes 

0 A study of agri-tourism 

0 Forecasts oftumpike traffic 
and tourism activity 

0 Workforce profiles for the 
tourism industry 

0 Annual Maine Tourism 
Outlook Conference 

0 A pilot test of customer 
satisfaction 

., UMaine's Advanced Engineering 
Woods Composite Center 
continues to position Maine as 
an international leader in wood 
composites R & D. (See #59) 

., UMaine's Advanced Engineering 
Woods Composite Center and its 
project partner, Saltwater 
Marketing in Portland, perfected 
a process to recycle float rope 
traditionally used in Maine's 
lobster industry; producing a 
material which can be recycled 



Some 

Good 

13. Increase the state's 
capacity to provide 
certain technical 
assistance to the 
natural resource-based 
industries 

" .:\ lradition,d industries 
devek'PlTtent bond is under 
-:onsidcn.ll:ion that \YC>tild fund 
tb~ F'ar!JL\ Jor rhe F'urure 

progn:m and t'xpand it 1u the 
fishing and l~mcstry induslric,.;. 

A !ntdi1i<mal industri,.:;:-: 
'kvd,)pnwnl bond is under 
considenlion that would include 
fun<Jing for n:·senn:h ~-rnd 
developmenl. 

A b(md lo increase funding f(Jr 

rnarirh: research did not pa~s tb~ 
L.egislnfure in 200.-i. J\ ne'vV 
nurine research bond is untkr 
considerali,.m. 

" Volers JiJvorecl a s:w million 
jobs bond in November 2005 
th:.ti. includes ~everal initiatives 
1u enh<~n·,;e 1eclmicai :<.ssistance 
ii.Jr the !Ull..md re~ource 

industries. including flmding f(lr 
the Small Enterprise Grovdh 
Funcl and the Sunrise Bu.sin,~ss 
:mel Career Center in the T<)W\1 

<Jf Jonesboro. 

" Voters !~horc:d a S4 million job~ 
bond in i\ovembcr 2005 t~Jr lhe 
ivhrinc lnfraslrw.:i.ure and 
T,:chnolugy r:und adminiqered 
l>y the 1\.hine Tecbwh;gy 
Institute ·t;.)r co1npetirive c~tpital 
infra,;tructure grams t<:.> nonprutit 
.1nar.int:' research !abor~Hnrics, 
institut.ions, and stale and quasi
governmental agencies. 

" In 2003, V<Jters approved S tl 
million h>1· nawr:d marine, 
agri ... :ulture, and fore~try R&D 
initiatives and S20 mibm for 
biomcdi("<ll research. 

into numerous other products. 

>~ The University of Maine 
received grants that will equip 
coastal observing, marine 
research, aquaculture research 
and incubation, and fisheries 
health lab facilities to support 
marine research initiatives. (See 
#49 and 50) 

>~ The Steering Committee 
endorsed funding to infuse the 
Farms for the Future program to 
continue providing farmers with 
assistance in business planning 
and implementation; but funding 
was not approved. 

>~ Governor Baldacci awarded two 
grants to support nature-based 
tourism product development 
and marketing in Franklin and 
Piscataquis counties. (See #74) 

>~ The Maine Technology Institute 
awarded $4 million for grants to 
support marine research 
initiatives. Grants will equip 
facilities to support coastal 
observing, marine research, 
aquaculture research and 
incubation, and fisheries health 
research. (See #49 and 50) 



Clear, Predictable Public Policy 

Progress 

Some 

Good 

Conference 
Recommendation 

15. Develop a clear, 
comprehensive, 
balanced natural 
resource policy for 
Maine that recognizes 
the importance to these 
industries to Maine 

16. Establish a 
benchmarking process 
for the natural 
resource-based 
industries 

2004 Activities 

"' The Governor's aquaculture task 
h1rce drai'ted and the Legislature 
enacted a vision and guiding 
principles fbr sustaining 1\:laine's 
aquaculture businesses. 

"" The steering committee has 
identified a set of indincwrs to 
track. the health of the natural. 
resc>u;-ce-hased industry. It is 
exploring funding sources to 
undertake a process to set 
benchmark targets £i.Jr e'tch uf 
th:. imb.:ators. 

Tax Policy and Economic Development Incentives 

Progress 

Good 

Conference 
Recommendation 

17. Eliminate the personal 
property tax on 
machinery and 
equipment for 
investments made 
after April 2004 

2004 Activities 

,; The Governor has cornmit1cd to 
repealing the persc•nal rroperty 
tax on business ITH\chinery and 
equiprnent. 

2005 Activities 

"' The Governor's Steering 
Committee o.n Maine's Natural 
Resource Induslxy was created hi 
hdp develop balanced policies 
and to set goals to mc>ve to\vard 
imph."mentation of the policies. 
'fh~ ccHn1nittec has vvorked over 
the past twc) years towards this 
end. 

v In :2{)04. the Sleering Committee 
developed indicators lo track the 
health of the natual. resource
based industry. They are slated 
to he urdated in 2006, pending 
funding. 

2005 Activities 

..- This was the# I. recommendation 
in the Future Forestry Economy 
Report. Further; the Gt>vemC'r's 
Council on the Sustainability of 
rhe Forest .Produc:s Industry 
recommends repeal of personal 
property t<Jx on business 
equipment. 

2006 Activities 

.., The Governor's Steering 
Committee on Maine's Natural 
Resource Industry continues to 
facilitate dialogues about natural 
resource policy in the state. 

.; The Maine Forest Service 
continues its program to develop 
and track indicators of forest 
sustainability. 

2006 Activities 

.; P.L. 2005, ch. 623 repeals the 
personal property tax on 
business equipment, effective 
Aprill, 2008. 



Some 18. Develop a regulatory 
support system for 
small businesses in 
these industries 

v 'fhi~ wvuld b-: a new initiative. 
The ste~.::ring conHninee \.viH 
~iddress 11 in succes~i vc Y'-:!ars. 

"' .Jn 2004. the CiOH'lTl(\i' jli'(\j.'OScd 

prospedive rc:pea! of lhe 
personal prop,~rty l<lx on 
business equipment :>nd 
rrwchinery ( LD 1923 diJ rwt 

pnss). In 2005. thE' Governor 
proposed thE' repeal again in LD 
1660. Th:tl bill been ha:; been 
held over tu the 2"J Regular 
Session vC the l :~2"" L.egisluitrr-:. 

,., T'hc GovernN·s Council <)n the 
Sustaimbility of the !··'orest 
ProJucts Industry r't'eummc:nds: 

r; irnproving regulatory 
Sl<tbility by c:nhaneing 
e<:>mmtmication nnd 
planning betv .. ·een industry 
and rcgu lators: 

r.~- ('ontinuaUy evaluating 
exiHing regulatory pn.)g.rams 
to assure that they rncet the 
public hcailh and saf.dy 
need in the kas( 
burdense>m<:: manner 
praclicoil; 

r; recognize lwsinesses tkH 
proacti\,'eiy dernon~trnh.: 
environrnenttll ste\\ .. ardship. 

" The J),~pt ofEnvironmentai 
Proiectic}n continues to prc,vid.e 
education and :t\·\'al·eness to 
businesses. ami to expand its 
Stcp-Up Pr(>gram. 

., The Legislature funded the 
Maine Regulatory Fairness 
Board to make recommendations 
on ways to reduce barriers, cut 
costs, and make regulations more 
efficient. 

., Maine environmental business 
leaders who participate in DEP's 
STEP-UP program continue to 
act as mentors for small and 
developing enterprises. In 2006, 
the program launched a quarterly 
newsletter that covers regulatory 
updates/alerts and sustainability 
and technology news. 

., DEP's Small Business Technical 
Assistance Program provides 
assistance on hazardous waste 
and toxics reduction. It helps 
small businesses plan carbon 
emission reductions through the 
Governor's Carbon Challenge 
and utilizes a compliance 
incentive policy tailored to the 
needs and circumstances of 
small business . 

., DEP initiated the Environmental 



Results Program (ERP), a self 
compliance model to assist small 
businesses. DEP is planning to 
develop an ERP model to assist 
and complement the stormwater 
pollution prevention programs. 

Some 19. Develop a "' 'Thls \vouJd t-,e a ne\v 1nitiativ~. <.1 The Governor'::: Ofi.ice of .., The 2006 Omnibus Energy Bill 
comprehensive plan The steering committee will Energy Independence nnd was enacted to reduce and 
for reducing energy address it in successive ye:trs. Security is \\·orking tu help hJI.ver stabilize electricity prices. It 
costs across all energy costs, including does so by allowing the Maine 
industries prc>posing an omnibus bili to Public Utilities Commission to 

make lVb.ine more energy sign long-term contracts with 
indepcnd~nt 1hrough increa~ed renewable power generators and 
•Jnergy conservation and to incorporate energy efficiency 
et'f.iciency nnd rene\vable energy resources into the standard 
sources. offer. It also sets a goal of 10% 

... The Governor's Coun,:il un the 
new renewable power by 2017. 

Sustainabiliiy c>f the Fe>resr 
Products Industry recommends: 

() growing Maine's electricity 
market and diversifying fuel 
sources available to 1\Jaine: 
and 

=-~: adopting ele~tricj ty anc! 
conservation delivery 
pi.llicies which promote 
mamthlcturing in Maine. 

Some 20. Improve access to "' Thic: >vould be a new initiative. "' Ft.Rlvi/>.T;\ ·s Strategic Phn D.Jr .., The Dept of Economic and 
technology and l'he steering committee wil! Jmpkmcnting I'vlaine' s Nature- Community Development is 
financial assistance by addres.$ it in successive years. bnsed Tourism L':!itintive providing staff support to three 
taking development recommends having tourism FERMATA pilot regions to 
resources to the staff located in three pilot support regional tourism 
regions region~ to c:upport regional development 

touric:m development. 

Some 21. Study the potential v' The Dept of l\hrine Resources _, A study on fishing vessels was .., This study was completed in 
elimination or has researched tb.e impact of completed in 2004. ·rhe Dept of 2004, but it remains a concern of 
reduction of the sales r · · 1 ·· 1 ~ .n111nnun.g sa. es tax on GH:.se. Jv1mine Resources found that tbe 



tax for diesel fuel 
consumed on fishing 
vessels and in logging 
operations. 

li.1el for gwundflshing vessels. 

Collaboration Across Industry and Government 

Progress 

Good 

Conference 
Recommendation 

22. Empower an inter
industry team to 
develop a long-term 
plan for developing 
productive, multi-use 
forests 

2004 Activities 

"" The ()(;venwr's Advisory 
Council on the Su~rainabiiity llf 
the: Fc>rcst Pr(>ducts Industry in 
fvhine vviU ott~r recormm:nd
dations in December ?JlO,+ 10 

develop creative p;utner~hips 
between managed hH·ests and 
()tJhJoor n.:.:creatif)n and tourisrn. 

v 'The: Gc)vernc)r's "!"ask fc)r,;e c;n 
Tr:tditiunal Uses and Public 
Ac:cess J.o L:mds in tdaine wilt 
reconlrr.h~rltJ aetions for a:..;suring 
public HL:ce~;s (\n lnnds 
traditionally availabk; for public 
use. 

benefit of dirninating 1he ~ales 
tax em diesel fud ,m fishing 
vessels \vas nut as signi.flcant as 
\vas thuught. 

>~ The Govemor·s Council on lbc 
Su~lainability of the Forest 
Products Industry recommends 
dc\:eioping creative [)<lrtnerships 
b~t\vecn 3n~1nag~d forests and 
c>uldoc•r recreati('U and. touri~m 
in cor~iunction '>Vith the 
implementing Maine's Nature 
'T\mrisrn [ni lia!ive. 

"" FERt-,:JAT:\ has ,)ffere,i 
r~~orrnnendation.s as part of the 
Maine Nature 'Tc>uri~m initiative 
f(;r managing 1-..:~ncational use of 
t~Jrest lands. 

"" The Governor·s Task .Force on 
·rnhiiti,)mJ Uses and Public 
:\,;cess l<J Lands in iviainc will 
recommend actions shortly for 
as~ming public: access on lands 
traditionally available f(>r public 
use. 

>~ In N,)vember 20\l.\ vo1e1s 
ii.1vored SJO million in be>nd 
fi.mds lo replenish the Lmd fx 
fVl<1ine's r·ulnre Program tb<tl 
\v}U provldc funding for "J~)rt!.~r 

.; 

.; 

the groundfish industry. 

2006 Activities 

In December 2005, the 
Governor's Task Force on 
Traditional Uses and Public 
Access to Lands in Maine 
offered recommendations to help 
support public access to private 
lands in Maine. In particular, it 
recommended: 

0 Additional funding for the 
Land for Maine's Future 
Program 

0 An enhanced landowners' 
relations program 

0 Use of"flex" easements 

0 Increasing the acreage cap 
on open space 

0 A woods access road 
maintenance program 

A new captain's position in the 
warden service will coordinate 
the Dept of Inland Fisheries & 
Wildlife's landowners' relation 
program, particularly addressing 
landowner complaints 



conse.n.-aticfn easexne.nts and v·ve:11 ~ In the FERMAT A pilot regions, 
as preserve lands for tourism and as regional itineraries are being 
outdoor recreation. developed, eased forest lands 

"" ~:laim· has participated with 
and, with landowner permission, 

three other northem forest states 
some private lands are included, 

t(' evaluate the results oftbe 
with proper care taken to plan 

Northem f(>rest Lands Council 
for safety, maintenance, and 

reporl; a major thrust of which is 
damage prevention. 

to support the ecdnomies of the ~ The Bureau of Parks and Land 
northern fc•rest area, which are works with conservation 
largely based on forest products organizations and landowners to 
and tourism. These states me acquire and enhance productive 
now \vorking to implernent the multi-use forest lands. Programs 
report recommendations. such as the Land for Maine's 

See ttlso noteworthy 
Future and US Forest Service's 

"' Forest Legacy programs 
accomplishments in the forestry 

facilitate multi-use forests. 
section that descr[bcs cfforts to 
promote long-term forest health ~ Land for Maine's Future bond 
and productivity. funds approved by voters last 

year supported five forest land 
conservation projects, preserving 
95,000 easement acres and 8,500 
fee acres for productive forest 
lands and recreation. Examples 
of these projects include: 

0 Machias River Phase II 
consists of 7,662 acres 
managed for multi-use. 

0 A conservation easement on 
195,000 acres in the 
Katahdin Forest will be 
managed for sustainable 
timber harvesting and multi-
use recreation. 

~ All of the state's conservation 
easements include public access 
for a variety of recreational 
pursuits. The Dept of 



Conservation has made great 
strides securing permanent 
access for trails, especially its 
rail trail acquisitions. 

"' The Katahdin Lake Project 
protects 6,000 forested acres 
adjacent to Baxter State Park, of 
which 2,000 acres will be 
managed for multi-use. 

"' The North Maine Woods 
continues to coordinate a variety 
of public uses. The Dept of 
Conservation supports these 
efforts in every way that it can. 

"' The Dept of Conservation 
supports the collaborative private 
partnerships working to develop 
forestland recreational 
opportunities throughout Maine. 
Examples: 

0 Northern Forest Canoe Trail 

0 Appalachian Mountain Club 
1 00-mile Wilderness Trail 

0 Western Mountains 
Foundation Hut-to-Hut 
Project 

0 Maine lee Age Trail 

Some 23. Foster collaboration v .:\. b~1y lnan~·tge.;nent steering v ·rhe !\·lain,: Coastal Progntm at "' A bay management study will be 
among tourism, CC'H11ntitte~ is stl.td_ying the the State Planning Office and the submitted to the Legislature in 
aquaculture, and other potential for 1c~cnJ~ nndti- departments of tvlarine January 2007 recommending 
uses of Maine's coast ~lakdJ•Jlder collah,r:Hion on u~cs Re,.;ources and E:n \· ironment<tl increased local involvement in 

of CtJnsra1 lands ;;u:d \>-/:Hers. riw PnJieclion are GdrHJucling a bay marine resource management, 
effon '>Vill inc~lude locctl pilot mamgement study tP detennin·:: enhanced data for decision-
prPjcclS th:tt v,:ilJ invec:tigatc nc:W hc)w to bdam:e re<:reational and making, support for regional 
appror.Jche.~ for 1na11aging Ct.~on~)l!l i:..~ uses of .fv1a i ne ~ .-::; initiatives, and developing new 
fvh1ine~~ ~rnb~tVlTlent:--. anJ coa')taJ \>.-'at~rs. ln the I·V"inkr and funding sources. 



Some 

Good 

24. Create a clearinghouse 
of natural resource 
policy initiatives 

25. Formalize the work of 
the Blaine House 
Conference on Natural 
Resource-based 
Industries planning 
committee into a 
standing steering 
committee to the 
Governor 

determine methods of resolving 
user ctmilict.:. 

v ·rne Working Waterfront 
Coalition proposes to purchase 
development rights for exi:.;ting 
working \Vaterfront property. 
Working fishing villages are 
important tourism draws for 
many coastal communities. 

.., The State .Planning ()ffi..:;c 
created. a \V~bsi1e that lists 
cuncm! pr<.'jects and initia!ives. 

" The Governor p,pp(linted a 
standing committee to oversee 
the implementation of the 
conference recomrnend<;tic>ns. 
~rh~;! steering connnitt~e 1n~ets 
quarterly and reports progress to 
the Governor <mmwHy. 

..- The st,;ering ,;ommittee 
publishes a quarterly newsletter 
to update conference participants 

spring of 2005 0 a series of pltb lie 
rncetings \vas held along the 
Jv1ain~ coast to ga.ther 
infonnation ern existing uses and 
conl1icts in n,;;arslwre ·water8. as 
\Nell as 1o learn \vhat is \vorkjng 
and not working with regard to 
111.adne govern:n1ce. /\. bay 
rnn.nagerne:nt st~ering =..~ocn111ittee~ 
compi)sed of eight member$ of 
the public with vnri<)U.S 
expertise:> in coastal issues, 
provides direction to the study . 

., Two pilot projects, one in 
.l'v1useongus Bny <tnd Pne in 
TaunlCln B<ty. will be Ci)mpkted 
in the spring of2006: the results 
of these pr(ljC"cts will be used by 
the Land and \Vater Re:>ources 
Council, in c()njunetion with the 
olher infonnafion ct!Hected, tti 

inform their recon::unendations to 
the Legislatnre in January 2007. 

v The State Planning Office 
maintains a lirnitC"d website of 
articles, reports, studies. and 
research. 

., The Crovernor's Steering 
Committee un Maine's Nntumi 
Resc>urc.e Industry meets 
quarterly. Since lbe steering 
committt:e was app0inted in 
spring :2004, it has: 

'-' monitored departmental 
eft(.wts to implement i.he 
conference 
reco:mmendaiions; 

.; The Muscongus Bay and 
Taunton Bay pilot projects were 
completed in 2006. Each project 
assembled stakeholders to 
discuss the management of the 
areas' nearshore resources. The 
projects demonstrated ways for 
towns and stakeholders to work 
collaboratively on marine 
resource planning and 
management on a regional basis. 

.; The State Planning Office 
maintains a limited website of 
articles, reports, studies, and 
research. 

.; The Governor's Steering 
Committee on Maine's Natural 
Resource Industry continued to 
oversee the implementation of 
the Blaine House Conference 
recommendations. In 2006, it: 

o hosted a forum on how to 
grow local agriculture in 
Maine and endorsed the 
development of a food 



Public Infrastructure 

Progress 

Some 

Conference 
Recommendation 

26. Give priority to the 
implementation ofthe 
MaineDOT' s Explore 
Maine passenger 
transportation plan 

2004 Activities 

"" The !\·Line DOT cNtlinuc:> lc1 
develop funding prognuns and 
invest in transponati<.)n nct:~(1s 
i.kit suppNl impl~m~ntai.ion of 
E.Yp!rlt::: ..:~tafite. 

r; dev.::kljX·d an indicators 
repPrl lhal \ViU idiow us to 
ttssess the b.::a Hh pf 1 he 
natural reSDltl\X'··based 
industri·.cs <)ver tirrw: 

r..·: launched cin cJ~Ltronic 
nc\-vslclter tt:.1 k.eep 
confcret1c.e parti(~ip,lnt~ 
in t\mned of progress: 

,") issued its first anmd 
progress report to the 
Covcmor ducumenting 
.... ~<.nne pr()gxess~~ or "good 
progress'" on t;CP,;, of the 
recornn1endat ions: 

c supported kgislative 
pwpos,1Js to benefit our 
natur,>hasecl industrieo;: 
and 

:_·; hosted three J()fU1Y1~ 
exploring issues th~tt cut 
,\Cl"OSS l he ~C'C\OJ"S 
boundaries. 

2005 Adivith's 

"' The Main,;; Port Atdwrily, 
through i1c: Cruisetvbine 
m,1rk<:ting program .. is working 
to induce cruise ship passengers 
to rei.um 1o 11/hine l"~•r c»tended 
vac<!tions. Roughly PO,OtHJ 
visitors come lo \'1aine each vear 

policy for Maine; 

o developed a white paper on 
the state of Maine's green 
infrastructure and hosted a 
one-day forum to assess if 
there was sufficient 
willingness among sectors 
to collaborate on a proposal 
for funding Maine's green 
infrastructure; 

o issued its second annual 
report to the Governor that 
documents "some progress" 
or "good progress" on 95% 
of the conference 
recommendations; and 

o supported legislative 
proposals to benefit our 
nature-based industries. 

2006 Activities 

., The seasonal shoreline explorer 
transit system was launched in 
the coastal communities of York, 
Ogunquit, Wells, Sanford, 
Kennebunk, and Kennebunkport. 



Some 27. Give priority to the 
implementation of the 
MaineDOT's 
integrated freight plan 

Some 28. Set up an interagency 
working group to 
identify infrastructure 
and services necessary 
to support Maine's 
natural resource-based 
industries 

v 

"' 

" 

The M3.ineDOT contim1c·s to 
devdop f.mding programs and 
1nvest in transportation needs 
thrt! support impl.ementation of 
the integrated freight plan. 

The Dept of Marine Re~ources, 
the \Vorking \Vaterfi·onl 
Coalition, and the Maine Coast3.1 
Program help manage co<tstai 
devdnpment to protect infra
stnr-;ture and support businesses 
for the fishing industry. 

The iv1aineDOT regularly seeks 
inpllt fwm state agencies and 
worb with economic 
d;;ve.!oprnent districts to .szet 

by cruise shiJ?· Res~arch sho\v~ 
thd roughly i.i.3'J of these 
p~1ssengers can be drawn bnck to 
J\ilaine within two years of their 
cruise visit. The Authority is also 
working on educating travel 
agents on the coastal Maine 
cruises v;hich arc offered by th•.: 
three small cruise lines that 
homeport in Maine during the 
summers to increase passenger 
counts 011 these voyages. 

"' Excarsion rail service was 
introduced on the .R.ockland 
branch rail Hnc: a ne\V seasonal 
transit system was kicked uff in 
Bethel; and f,·JaineDOT 
contirmes work with /'>.cadia 
Natiunal Park and Friends of 
/\cadi a to devek)p o.f a jo1nt 
internwdal D:tci!itr and park 
v;sJtor center. 

>~ The Oftice of Freight 
Transportation is preparing the 
third integrated freight plan. It is 
expected to be Ci.Hnpkted by late 
spring 2006. 

"' Voters favored aS L5 million 
bm1d in November 2005 fpr the 
Small thrbur Improvement 
Progrcnn. 

" The Maine Port Authority is 
'\Vorking 'Nith private industry to 
identity more economieal 
transportation options h) 1nove 
goods bel\'ieen \-'laine and other 
US and foreign locations via 
short sea shipping, ~ometimes 

~ The Office of Freight 
Transportation has drafted its 
integrated freight plan. 

~ A coalition has been formed to 
sustain and enhance "green 
infrastructure" in Maine, such as 
parks and historic sites, trails, 
boat ramps, fish stocking, beach 
nourishment and water quality 
improvements, and working land 
conservation. 

~ FERMATA pilot regions have 
submitted funding requests to 
MaineDOT to be considered in 



Good 29. Create a state strategic 
plan for developing 
and maintaining public 

input on J..'friority h1\:r.;;sunent~ t;·_H· 
tran$porlaticm intrastntcture. 

'<" Although m' J~·,nnal stn:L:gic 
planning proc~ss i" Lmtkr>v:ty, 
lhc ~JaineDOT three-p\lrl 
s1r:Hef~V iden!ifi-;s and funds 

referred ton~ the blue highway. 

., The i\:IaineDOT reguhrl:.: :;eek:> 
inpui fn)111 sttlte tlgt;nci,;s and 
W<Xks with eeon~)mie 
develc~prncnt districts tci get 
input on priority inve;;tmenb f(,r 
transpl.lrlntion infrastntcturc. 
('urrenl Iy rhey: art; fbcuscd ~)n 
suppor1ing the FER.tvli\.T;\ 
initiative. 

¥" The Covernor's Council on the 
Suslainability of i.he Forest 
Products Industry rc,:ornmu1ds 
increa;-:;ing truck \,veighi ljrn!ts cvn 
1\-iaine highways. 

¥" fhe Dept of \larine R~s(lurc:cs i:> 
W<Xking with the Stat<: Planning 
Office to develop the working 
waicri'i·<.mt pilot program 
(pending V\\ter approv::~l of h;nd 
funding} rinl will help retain 
con:unen:;i~ll '-Valerfro-nt 
infr:lstruclllrt' lO support the 
fishing industry. 

¥" The .Maine Port Authority tw~ 
been \vorking with privare 
terminal operator,: w icknlii'}' 
neecb ffJr \Varehuusin(!, in each of 

the FYOS-09 work plan for 
infrastructure projects to support 
nature tourism. 

~ MaineDOT transferred $75,000 
to the DECO to create itineraries 
that promote scenic byway 
designations for nature tourism. 

~ MaineDOT has distributed 
$700,000 in Small Harbor 
Improvement grants to improve 
public access for commercial 
fishing and tourism. 

~ MaineDOT continues to work 
with Maine's Congressional 
delegation on federal legislation 
that would increase truck 
weights on Maine's interstate 
highway system. 

~ In September 2006, Governor 
Baldacci issued an Executive 
Order to facilitate rail expansion 
in the state. The Order lays out 
planning and coordination 
responsibilities of various public 
and private entities to assess 
development possibilities of 
expanded passenger rail. A 
report is due December 1, 2006. 

~ The Working Waterfront Access 
Protection Pilot Program will 
help retain commercial 
waterfront infrastructure to 
support the fishing industry . 

., Currently warehouse capacity at 
the three major port facilities in 
Eastport, Searsport, and Portland 
is adequate for the cargo being 



Good 

Good 

warehouse capacity 

30. Continue to support 
state investment to 
construct affordable 
workforce housing 

31. Increase the 
development and 
placement of historical 
and interpretive 
signage 

vvarehousing needs to support 
the viability ofbusinessc:s at 
llwse ports. 

v A housing bond is J.tndl."r 
consideration. 

><' The depa:rtrnents c•f Econmr<ic 
and Connmmity Devdopment 
and TransptJ.rtntion have been 
\VOrking un a statevv·ide tourisrn 
signage pn.>gram. 

the three deep ""_;atcr COinrnercial 
ports. In Searsport this kts 
resulted in two new \varehouses 
bdng built dming 2005; 
including a 30,000 sf wardwuse 
to serve the needs of northern 
Maine starch facilities and a 
6(},000 sf ''iarehouse that 
hrmdles irnpPrted wood pulp and 
rolled paper exports for paper 
mills in central <md northern 
i'v1aine. A 60,000 sf. vvarehouse 
.in Portland is under construction 
and will be cmr1pieted by the end 
of the ye;tr. This warehouse wili 
serve: a variety of forest produds 
rnanufacturers . 

.; fhe i'v1aine State Housing 
Authority has issued $7.5 million 
authorized f(ir affordable 
h<:m:>ing constmction. The 
remaining S500,000 in unissued 
bonds is projeded to be spent 
dO'Nll in 2005. 

v FERMATA's Strategic Plan for 
implementing Maine's Nature
based Tourisrn Initiative 
recorrnnends the place.rnent of 
highway direclic>na! signs tC' 
support regivnal tourism 
itineraries d.eve!.oped as part c"f 
tlll." initiative. 

handled. This is due to the 
private sector investment in new 
facilities in Searsport and 
Portland in recent years. The 
Maine Port Authority, along with 
the private operators, continually 
monitors this situation to insure 
that, as new cargo opportunities 
are identified, appropriate 
facilities are available for the 
storage of these products. 

.; The remaining unissued 
$500,000 from the 2005 
affordable housing bond was 
spent for affordable single 
family housing. 

.; MaineDOT includes historical 
and interpretative signage in 
their projects (i.e. the Kennebec 
Chaudiere scenic turnout in 
Hallowell, the bridge 
replacement project in 
Prospect!V erona ). 

.; Tourism stakeholders have 
begun to identify signage needs 
for Maine's three FERMAT pilot 
regions to promote natural, 
historical, and cultural sites for 
tourism. 



Agriculture 

Progress 

Good 

Good 

None 

Conference 
Recommendation 

32. Establish a statewide 
policy on water use for 
agricultural purposes 

33. Expand the 
Department of 
Agriculture's existing 
agricultural water 
development program 

34. Value working 
farmland 

2004 Activities 

"' The Dept of ;\griculture ha~ 
produced a .5-year \.vah:.~r 
management plan. ft is wnrh:ing 
\Vith an advisory rPnlrnittee lu 

develop a rnode-I process to 
m:mage wc:kr withdrawd~ 
during luw-Huw peri<.1ds. 

"' The Dept of Agriculture is 
W'.)rkinrz with other st:tte 
agencies to coordinate \VrJtcr 
w;1b~.ira1val strategies. 

.., !\ traditional indu~tries 
d~v:.::dopn1ent bci11d L"i und~r 

consideration th<~t inc !uJe> fu.nds 
1~Jr the Dept of !\gric:ulture to 
umlinue its warer source 
devek,prnen! gr:mt program. 

v 'fbi:; \h)\dd !),:a new initiative. 
The dep:J.r(mcnt will ciddres>. i1 m 
succ(;s;::;ive years. 

2005 Activities 

" i\ lle\V irrigati<m guide for 
iimners was developed and 
d.i~tribu!ed under the Dep1 uf 
Agriculture's i\ater tdvisur_;' 
cuJnrniiree. ·rhe conH11itt~e 
developed recomrn,.o;nllatiN"IS <:nd 
pruvided them 10 the Lkpt of 
Environmental Pwtection t'i.lr 
consider:nion as part of tile low 
tlow standards thai. they <m; 
developing. 

-' The [),;;pt of Agricultm·c 
Cf.l(>rdinates with the t~mn 
c:ornmunity through the Ag 
W:ner Advisory Cornminee <tnd 
other ~tate agencies on \vat~r 
is,ues. The DEP is chargcd with 
drafting rules 1\Jr withdr::;wal 
!irnits on rivers and ponds. The 
iv1aine Gc:olngical Smvey bs 
started a sirnibr pn.1cess fc,r 
groundi.Y'<ller withdraw~tls. 

"' Voters favored a .S 1 rnillie>n bond 
in Novcrnber 2005 for the 
Agricultural Water Somce
f)eveioprncnt grant progra;n to 
help fnrrnas and gmwers .bcalc 
and implement :dtem:Hive water 
sources to su:~tain their c.r,)ps. 

2006 Activities 

>~ The Maine Farm Bureau, Maine 
Potato Board, Agriculture 
Council of Maine, and Maine 
Wild Blueberry Commission 
initiated legislation to establish 
an Agricultural Water 
Management Board, which the 
Legislature passed. The bill 
gives the board overall authority 
to manage water source 
development and replaces the 
Dept of Agriculture's water 
advisory committee. The law 
requires DEP to provide 
technical assistance with 
establishing low flow limits for 
farmers. 

>~ The Dept of Agriculture has 
used $1 million in bond funds 
approved by voters last year to 
fund 23 new water sources for 
irrigation. 



Some 

Some 

35. Explore options for 
preserving farmland 

36. Build on current 
agricultural land 
protection programs 

" The Dept of ;\griculture tm~; 
acquired federal £:;rmhmd 
protection funds llnt requires 
match from the Land for 
i'v1c::ine's Future program. The 
Governor has co1nmitted to 
proposing a new bond to 
replenish the I..MF pn.,gram. 

" Tbe Crovernor' s lax reducticm 
pre>pnsal, vihich includes 
permitting munieipalities to 

valu.e the homestead land of 
principle n:~idences at cunenr 
use. will hdp lower property 
taxes on l:'l.lme fnrms hmnes. 

" The Dept ef ,.; grieulture h~.s 
worked v::ith individual 
co:mmunities tv help them avc>id 
~nacting land u.se ordinances that 
wollld cripple fann operations. 

"' The Dept of Agriculture is 
working to strengthen iVhine · s 
.Righ£-to-_(Grnf Ja"\~:s. 

" 1n Novernber 2005, voters 
favored S 1 0 miliion in bond 
funds to replenil:'h the Land J(:r 
Maine's Future Program that 
will hdp C<)nSe1Ye productive 
farmland. 

" The Dept of Agriculture will 
lwst a series of public meetings 
in the early vvinter i.v sc>Jicit input 
on the issues of best 
rn~uutgernent practices~ right-to
farm la>vs,. and locai ordinances. 
·rhe intent is to gain guidance 
and to prc>vide some education 
prior to fi)[mal rule-making on 
righ1-to-fa.rm rules. 

" On both farmland protection and 
righHo-flmn issues, trw Dept of 
Agriculture D<l8 created several. 
infon11ation pieces to educate 
and inform the general public :ls 
'Nell as specitk audiences, such 
as Jandov,:ners, town officials, 
and farmers. 

~ Land for Maine's Future bond 
funds approved by voters last 
year supported nine farm 
projects preserving 1,100 
easements acres of productive 
farm land. $1 million out of the 
$10 million bond was used for 
farmland conservation. 

~ LD 2, which would have helped 
counteract rising land values on 
farm homesteads died in the 
122nd Legislature. 

~ In conjunction with the State 
Planning Office, the Dept of 
Agriculture trained local code 
enforcement officers in farmland 
protection options. 

~ The Dept of Agriculture helps 
towns to develop strategies that 
promote agricultural best 
management practices, protect 
prime agricultural soils, sustain 
agricultural enterprise activities 
and build agri-tourism 
opportunities, as part of their 
comprehensive plans. 

~ The Dept of Agriculture 
conducted several landowners' 
workshops on the Farmland and 
Open Space Property Tax 
program and delivered a 
comprehensive, one-day 
workshop for municipal tax 
assessors. 



Good 37. Create a Local 
Agricultural 
Development program 

"' GtlH'l'Ihlr Ba!dacci appointe-d a 
local. a;;;ric;u]nJrc ra~k hm·e to 
dcvc IPp n•cuml:rlen<h-tiClns w 
strengthen ~ocal ~~griculture. 
Hecornmendations arc due in 
r);::cembcr 2004. 

t-~ The Local ;\g.rlcuHur~ T'a~k 
Force utTered 33 
re(~c.)n1n1:.:n(Jations in [)ecelr:tber 
20o4. ·rhe t:t.:;k furcc identifio.::d 
factor~ thni lirnit success of lc>cal 
agriculture and suggested 
policies and progrnrns to suppurl 
and sustain lrlC<ll <tgriculture. The 
Dept of !\gricullurc has begun to 
impkmo.::nt llJes,; 
rece>mmendalions, a.s fc>llows: 

'·' A ~eminar c>n d.cvcLJping 
C()Operatlves to help 
giY)\.V>::rs crcalc the 
infnstm.:ture they n•;;ed lo 
expand inlo new markeh. 
The interest w:ls high; 
especially among meat and 
poultry producers who are 
looking lo reduce their 
pnxlucrion custs and lf.l add 
value; i.o their produ<:L 

A.n e.;.,hibit to share 
informatiun and ideas 
about >vay::: to connect with 
!ocd t\;od producx:r;;, and 
hl cre,ue n network of 
schuPls that are guod 
rn.odds for others w folie>w 
:u 1bc l\Line /\ssocia1ion of 
Sclwol Lunch Prugrmn 
\·lanagers progr:u;l. 

n PrPvided signs ro rlw Cn.r's 
Cnfz' in the Swlc Offi,:c 
Duilding lo shmv thai. they 
feature .Maine loe>d items. 
·rhe Cro~s Cd(.; h:ts heen 
~i)Urcl!lf;. local f>Juds 
\Vhenever po~sible throua;l1 

~ 

~ 

The Dept of Agriculture has 
begun to implement the 
recommendations from the Local 
Agriculture Task Force, as 
follows: 

0 provide grants and 
assistance to develop 
cooperatives, which help 
growers expand into new 
markets. Two new 
cooperatives are being 
formed organic milk and 
poultry producers. 

0 assist the Maine 
Association of School 
Lunch Program Managers 
to source local foods; 
sponsoring an exhibit to 
share information and ideas 
about ways to connect with 
local food producers, and 
regularly attending their 
meetings to provide good 
models for others to follow. 

0 assist the Cross Cafe in the 
State Office Building to 
source local foods 
whenever possible. 

The Dept of Agriculture 
convened the Food Policy 
Working Group during 2005, 
which produced 
recommendations to the 
Legislature. The group included 
representation from the farming, 
fisheries, and aquaculture 
industries. The result was the 
passage of a law creating a 



None 38. Help commodity 
agricultural farms 
maintain or improve 
their cost 
competitiveness 

»~ The: Dept of Agricuitme i~ 
IYOrkuJg vnth P<Htners 
throughout the industry to 
implement the recommendations 
of the Govemor·s Task Force on 
the Dairy Industry. 

"' The Dept of ;\griculture will 
work with indust1-;,· leaders to 
address issues that come out of 
the M2ine Potato Board·:, 
stmlrnit this summer. 

their distributor. Th~.:.:y art), 
eager to connect with kJcal 
f:m:ners to feature fresh 
local produce. 

':> Work with the ~tate Bureau 
ofPun:hases to revise their 
contract ~pecifications ii.Jr 
fc~od service to state 
correctional fi1ciEties hJ 
include language that 
encourages food servic;:; 
COlT;p,uAies to source .1oca1 
foods . 

., The Commissioner of the Dept 
of Agriculture has ctmvened (t 

working group to review 
statutor; prvvisio:ns and io 
exan1ine etnerging issues r~luted. 
to food policy. Th~ group 
include~ representation from the 
fisherjes and aquaculrure 
industries. ·rhe intent is tu 
devekp food policies that 
~upport locally-produced food. 
which are critical 10 .Maine's 
food secmity and rural econorny. 

council that will develop 
recommendations for the 
Governor and Legislature on 
food policies that support 
locally-produced food, and 
which are critical to Maine's 
food security and rural economy. 



Aquaculture and Fishing 

Progress 

Some 

Some 

Conference 
Recommendation 

39. Create the best 
possible outcomes for 
Maine fishermen from 
Amendment 13 

40. Support the 
Groundfish Task Force 

2004 .-\ctiviries 

"' The stale has requcskd amicus 
sLHus un bchaif of Maine 
fishermen in the pending lawsuit 
against .'\rnendment U. 

"' State :md federal govcrnrnenl 
and ind.us1ry organizations arc 
\\',Jrk~ng. h) deveh.)].J rnnnagern~nl 
measures fc•r 1ho~c who 
pr,;seni.ly h<Jvc no access to lhc 
groundfish fishery (c• cTI:O,blc 
them to ha l'e such :iccess. 

v ·rhe (Jn)i .. tndfi~h ·r~ls1, F'orce sent 
3 J recommencbions 10 the 
Governor in summer 2004. Bond 
prurosals are under 
Cf)nsideratit)ll to address ~everai 
initi:Hives. 

" In the luwsuit against lhc 
Nali!.•nal rvbrinc Fisheries 
Service (Niv1FS) regarding 
.t\mcndrnent 13. the Ath)rncy 
Cicnerni filed an ~1n1icus brief· on 
1h~~ ~ide of tbe det~ndunt:-:. ·rhe 
judge 1(.\uritl brgdy in favor of 
the NMr:s. 

"' The Dept pf i'vlarine Resources 
and fi~hing industry 
c•rg:l.nit.:llion~ continue w work 
through rhe- Ne\v England 
Fisheries Mlinagernent Council 
pn.1ccsc: to ~ecurc ncce~s fnr 
rvlaine's flsherrnen to the federal 
groundfi.sh fishery. 

"' fhc Depl of ]\:larine Rese>urccs 
continues to l'ie>rk with industry 
to develop the: re-C•JllHTlc:ndntic,ns 
i.Yf the (jround.f'i~h ~ra~;k Force1 
pending funding. Nolan 
r•XPmmcndati<ms have received 
~uppor1 from indtt:it:·y. 

"' Oniy the initiative te< protect 
working lvakrtr<Jnts was 
included in the final 2005 bond 
package, \\'hidl was approved by 
Vt.."Hers. 

2006 Activities 

o.~ The Dept of Marine Resources 
and fishing industry 
organizations continue to work 
through the New England 
Fisheries Management Council 
process to secure access for 
Maine's fishermen to the federal 
groundfish fishery. 

o.~ The Dept of Marine Resources is 
working with the groundfish 
industry to develop a plan for the 
New England Fishery 
Management Council to consider 
in the upcoming groundtish 
amendment. 

o.~ The Governor met with 
groundfish industry 
representatives to hear their 
concerns before the Framework 
42 adjustment to the Northeast 
Multi-species Management Plan 
goes into effect in November 
2006. 

o.~ The Dept of Marine Resources 
hosted a meeting of groundfish 
and lobster industry 
representatives to discuss the 
state laws that prohibits draggers 
from landing lobster bycatch. 

o.~ Lack of funding has prevented 
implementation of many of the 



Some 

Some 

41. Restore the balance 
between conservation 
and resource use in the 
Sustainable Fisheries 
Act 

42. Facilitate consensus
building within the 
recreational and 
commercial fishing 
communities 

" Th~ Dept <Jf Marine Resourc0s is 
\.VOrking \\'ifh 1\'faine" 
congressional delegation to 
reaulhl.lrizc the Sustainable 
Fif'heries Act to: 1) provide 
equai \\'elghtjng anlQng the 
national standards, .2) provide 
greater flexibility in rebuiiJing 
ovcr-fished stucb, ar;d 3) 
establish fair and equitable 
nati@itl standards J(:r 
implementing individual quota 
systerns. 

" Th~ Dept <)f J\:Iarine Resources is 
\.VOrking \Vltb industry~ regional 
groups,. and other :>tate agencies 
to tkvdop an industry coalition 
that Y·i11 bui!d consensus on 
certain matters and provide the 
fishing industry with a unified 
voice. 

v The Dept of Marine Resources is 
taking an active role in the 
reauthorization of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Czmservatiun and Mnnagern<'mt 
Act vi;t our congressional 
delegation. 

v The D-ept of Marine R~s<Jurce.~ is 
\Vorking hard to encourage 
dia\ogct'.:: b-etween resourc~~ Ltscrs 
regarding aquaculture leases. 
·rhere has been a wncerled 
effort in recent n1ontbs to allo\v 
tor repeat('d, moderated 
~ncouni:ers when there is a 
dispute ov-er a panicular :u·.ea. 

., The .1'vhine Coastal Pwgrarn at 
the State: Planning Oftke and the 
deparlm('nts of.Marine 
Resc>UJ.Te~ and Environmentai 
Protection are conducting n bay 
management study to determine 
how w balance recn::ational and 
econumic uses of .Maine· s 
coasta !. \vaicrs (see. 
1\> .. ~o1nn1endation #2~."~) 

v The Dept of Marine Resources is 

Groundfish Task Force 
recommendations, although the 
department has presented a list 
of funding needs for the 
groundfish industry. 

>~ The Dept of Marine Resources 
continues to monitor the 
reauthorization of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management 
Act via our Congressional 
delegation. A bill was passed in 
the US Senate in June 2006, but 
a companion House bill stalled. 

>~ The Dept of Marine Resources 
works to increase the 
compatibility of dragging, 
habitat protection, clamming, 
working, and other marine uses 
in the intertidal zone. 

>~ A bay management study will be 
finalized by the Land & Water 
Resources Council in December 
with submission to the 
Legislature in January 2007. 
Recommendations will be 
offered to improve Maine's 
management of nearshore 
marine resources (see #23). 

>~ The Muscongus Bay and 
Taunton Bay pilot projects were 
completed in 2006. Each project 
assembled stakeholders to 
discuss the management of the 



Some 

Good 

Good 

Good 

monitoring th;e fi:Jrrnalion of n•.::w 
(ll-g<tnit.:<tlions within the 
grmmdfish industry (tnd beyond 
~ts nle!nb~rs t)f indu~Jry struggle 
to find common ground •Jn 
c~r1ain nJ~~Hcrs. 

43. Direct the Dept of " The Dep! of I'v1arine ReS(iUl'cc~ " in OctorJ<:r 2U(J:\. the Penbosco1 
Fdst FZC$(;urce (.~enter and the 
Downcast Groundfish Initiative 
hosted a symposiurn to consider 
the scient ilk needs for 
developing ecosystem 
rnanagernent in the (~ff~hore 
\Vaters (.'f the Gulf of t\bine. The 
New England Fisheries 
Management Council had three 
srakeholder w,lrkslwps in !\:1aine 
J.o deve!op industry and public
perspectives on he1v ecosy~tcm~ 
management applies 10 federal 
llshc:ries m:illitgc:rnent. DMR and 
members CJf Lhe fishing industry 
pa rl it:ip<llt:d in b<Hh events. 

Marine Resources to rm<> cunduct,·d an inkrnal rey[ew 
undertake a long-range of ils ;;lrenglhs and weaknesses 
planning process and projections t~Jr !he future 

44. Support legislation to 
add "fisheries" to the 
list of purposes for 
which a conservation 
easement may be 
established 

45. Support additional 
bond funding for the 
Small Harbor 
Improvement Program 

46. Support state funds for 
acquisition of public 

and hm:v i1 W<Jdd get there. "fhc 
department is solici1ing public 

frorn s1akeho1dcrs und its 
advisory councils. 

" Tlh: Dcpl <lf \brine Resources is 
\.vorking '''ilh i.he Working 
\\-aterfront c.n:Jiti<Jn lo examine 
this pn'pOS<tL 

" The Dept of fvhrine Rcsour\:es is 
v.:c>rking with the Stale Planning 
Offic:e 1D develop the l'."(>rking 
w:ucrfront piklt program that is 
intended to help purchase 
dcvcl,lpment rights <lfworking 
\-Vaterfrcont pwperties in the l(rnn 
of e~:~.se·n1ents. 

" A prop(lS;"I! fc•r bond il.tnding is " \f,.Jters t~t\'ilred aS 1.5 million 
under c.msideration that includes hml in November 2005 for the 
funding fix the Small Harbl!r Srrmll Harbor tmpwvemcnl 
I·1nprovernent Prograrn. Progr(trn. 

v ·rhe (iun:mor iu:- C<)mmi!i.cd. lC> " i.n i'-!P\·cmb,~r :~005, voters 
prop,):< ill\:; a ncv>' bond for favpred S! U million in bond 

areas' nearshore resources and 
look for ways to collaborate on 
marine resource planning and 
management. (See #23) 

~ The Dept of Marine Resources 
continues its long-range 
planning process. 

~ The State Planning Office has 
drafted a new legal entity called 
a "working waterfront covenant" 
for commercial fishing property 
easements. 

~ MaineDOT has distributed 
$700,000 in Small Harbor 
improvement grants to improve 
public access for commercial 
fishing and tourism. 

~ 31 new Land for Maine's Future 
projects were initiated in 2006 



Good 

Good 

Good 

water access sites 
through the Land for 
Maine's Future 
Program 

47. Explore the possibility 
of an infrastructure 
bond package to 
support commercial 
water access and key 
working waterfront 
facilities 

48. Set priorities for cold 
water marine research 

49. Expedite the plan for 
the Maine Institute for 
Cold Water 
Aquaculture at the 
University of Maine 

consideration by the 122nr.! 
Legislature to replenish the Ll'viF 
program. 

>~ A trnditioml industries 
development bond is under 
consideration that includes 
funding to preserve v.:orking 
waterfronts. 

funds to replenish the Land ii:)r 
lVIaine·s Future Program. Under 
]a\'v~ 10~~::~ or S!. million~ is set 
aside te>r the \Vater Acces:> Fund. 

>.~ Voters t~tv\Jred a S2 mirion bond 
in \ic,vember 2005 for a 
Working Waterfront Access 
Pilot Progn.lm (as part of the 
Land for l\·1ainl'!'s F'uture bond). 

v ·rhe -L\,1aine Nlarine IZesearch .., s~e reconune:ndations :f!Lf9 2.nd 
Ccdition. which consists of state 50. 
university and research 
institutions. works to priNitize 
and incre<1Se funding tor nuri.ne 
resl'!arch and education. 

v The University of1\-laine has 
created lhe (:enter for 
Co0perative /~cquacalture 
Research in Franklin, ME. ak> 
known as M.aine hstitute for 
Cold Water Aquaculture. T'he 
center coHabor~ues v.-Tith c)t.her 
state, federaL and private 
researchers and ·f(..,cuses on 
deveioping new aquaculture 
businesses. 

"" ·rhe Center fur Cvoperative 
Aqm1culwre resear:.:h is 
q:.;;mting ut full ~te<:m ahead. A 
$3M water distribution systern 
has been built and is operational. 

"" The National Agriculture 
Research Servi,:e h.as a salmon 
genetics program 1.mderv:ay in 
temporary quarters while 
progress continues on the 
construction (rftheir ·Natio.na1 
Laboratory f<lCiiily, Vihid1 wiU 
be on the grounds ofi.he Center 
for Coc>pcrnt:ivt· Aquaculture 
research in Franklin, TvtE. 

, The University of Maine is 
developing a new laboratory 
specializing on aquatic aninml 
health. 

with the proceeds of$10 million 
approved by Legislature and 
voters in 2005. Four water 
access projects are underway 
from this funding. 

v The Land for Maine's Future is 
administering $2 million 
approved by the Legislature and 
voters for a new Working 
Waterfront Access Protection 
Pilot Program. (See #1) 

.; See recommendations #49 and 
50. 

.; The Center for Cooperative 
Aquaculture Research is now 
fully operational with ongoing 
research and demonstration 
projects including: 

0 halibut aquaculture 

0 sustainable cod farming 

0 sea worm farming 

0 sea urchin aquaculture 

0 nori production trials 

0 halibut brood stock nutrition 

.; The University of Maine hopes 
to win approval for an 
interdisciplinary Institute of 
Cold Water Research that will 
consist of oceanographers, 
biologists, physicist, and 



Good 50. Support bond funding 
for cold water marine 
research in the Gulf of 
Maine 

v In ~003, voterc: apprdved S I 
miilion for the f'>lminc 
lnfl·astn.JC1ure <tnd TednH.'bgy 
Fund and S3 million fc•r the Gulf 
of \:Iaine Labor:J.tory fClr 1·esearch 
and devdl)pment 

., A bond to increase ftmding for 
rnarine rese:m:.:h did lll>t pass the 
L~;·gishture in 2004. A new 
n1~:~.rine res~arch bc\ni..l is un~i~r 
consideration. 

., There are 1\vo ;,;eparaie 
c~..'Jn1p:-n;jes .in the ~busine~s 
incttb~uion ti1cility. · One is 
gro\,vin~ ~narine \A:·ornl.s and the 
<Hher is gnming AtlarHic halibut 

" Voters t~t\'tm::d a S..f million b(>nd 
in \invember 2005 for rhe 
[Vlarine lnfraslntcture and 
Technok•gy Fund administtTt~d 
by the Maine T'echnology 
Institute for Ct>mpetitive capital 
infrastrucwrc gr:wts t<O' nonprofit 
n)arinc rc~(;ari.:h laboratories, 
institutions. and state 
governmental and quasi
g~wernmenlal agc·ncies. !ndud.;:s 
fund~ to purchase 1be proper1y 
kno1•.:t1 as Black Duck Cove on 
Circai Was:; l~land to serve as the 
home z)f the Downea:>t tn~;titule 
for Applied \:larine Research 
and r:ducalion. 

engineers, as well as specialists 
that work on aquaculture. 

,., The University of Maine aquatic 
animal health laboratory has 
hired a director and is 
conducting a search for a new 
extension veterinarian. 

,., Grants awarded by the Maine 
Technology Institute support 
aquaculture research. Specific 
grants include: 

o $167,235 for the Dept of 
Marine Resources' West 
Boothbay Harbor facility to 
support lobster, urchin, 
aquaculture and educational 
research. 

o $360,700 to enhance 
aquaculture research and 
incubation at the Darling 
Marine Center and to 
expand the business 
incubation facilities at the 
Center for Cooperative 
Aquaculture Research. 

o $485,000 for the UM Center 
for Cooperative Aquaculture 
Research in Franklin to 
enhance its facilities in 
support of sustainable 
alternative marine 
aquaculture in Maine. 

o $395,205 for the University 
of Maine to equip the Maine 
Aquatic Animal Health Lab. 

o $255,000 for the University 



Good 

Good 

51. Support the vision and 
principles for 
aquaculture 
established by the 
Aquaculture Task 
Force 

52. Carefully review and, 
if appropriate, adopt 
the Aquaculture Task 
Force 
recommendations 

.; The Legislature enacted ihe 
vision and r;rinciples bd out by 
the task. force. 

<~ ~rhe Legislature enacted sever~ll 
task furce recommendations that 
required statutory authorizntic>n. 

.; The Dept of rvlarine R.esourccs is 
undergoing rule-making: to 
respond to soxne of the task 
t~xce's recommendations about 
the aquaculture leasing: process. 

.; A number Gf additional 
administrative recom;.nendations 
will be implemented early next 
year. 

.; Some of the task tc•n:e · s research 
priorities an; being pursued, 
although funding is constrnined. 

.; The Dept of rvlarine Resources is 
working: with the Center f~)r 
Cooperative Aquacu Hure 
Rese<lrch t.u establish model 
aquaculture operating standards 
and, together. they are working 
to ensure that Maine aqtmculrure 
businesses rneet or exceed 
federal and $tate health 
requ;rements. 

"' Completed in 2004. 

"' In 200<\ the departi::Ctents of 
Economic and Community 
Development and J\:Iarine 
Resources traveled to Nonvay to 
examine ne\v aquaculture 
methods. Non.vay's integmlion 
of research inst.itulions, indu:5try, 
and government is much 
stronger than the US, and we use 
that example as Wt~ construct 
programs such as veterinary 
extension at the University. 

"' We alw recognized that .rv1aine 
grov\'·ers are in a stronger 
position to meet Elliopean 
organic certificrtbon 
requirements timt will allow 
thern to cornpete in niche 
markets. Because the US 
reguh;tions are so slringenL 
many growers hnve completed 
most of the requirement~ f\x 
certification: while: countries like 
Norway and Canada have to 
make those changes now in 
response to global environmental 
concerns. 

of Maine at Machias' 
Downeast Institute of 
Applied Marine Research 
for collaborative research on 
aquaculture and fisheries . 

~ Completed in 2004. 

~ A number of improvements have 
been made in the Department of 
Marine Resources' aquaculture 
lease processes: 

o The department now holds 
scoping sessions in towns 
where leases are sought and 
encourages active 
community involvement. 

o The department requires 
lease holders to incorporate 
best management practices 
into their design, including 
color, height, and type of 
material to improve the 
aesthetics of facilities. 



Some 

Good 

53. Develop and 
implement an 
aquaculture public 
information plan 

54. Encourage other state 
agencies to support 
aquaculture 

,~ The Dept of !Vlarin.:.: Resources is 
working with lhc stale 
1~)xico!ogist ro develop an 
t:<.iuca1.ion~tl brochure :~bout 
I\.·lliinc licJUnculturc. 

"' ·rhe- Dept of I'vlarinc Resources is 
also working with the Dept of 
i\,p·iculluno: and the \-1ainc 
,\.,JLuc:uhure Assoc:iation hi 

dcveior nn edncalional CD about 
the Maine aquacuil.ure industry 
i(n the public and fur sd:rhJl 
cbiklrcn. 

v ·rhe departments uf Agricu!ture. 
Et.:orl<Jmic and (\,tmnunity 
Deve k~prn•.::nt, Env iwnmcntal 
Pn.>kctiun. and !\·larine 
R.t"~suun>.::s are \.\'C\rk ing rc} 
identii}· the need~ of the indw.:l.ry 
and to create c}pportunities for 
aJdrc~sin~ ~~oncerns. 

v The departments ofh.:orwmic 
and Comrmmily Devdoprn•c:nt 
and IVhrine Resources !raveled 
ie..) .'Non.vay ro ex~uninc nt;\v 
aquaculture ;neth<Jd~. 

"' The Dept of[\:Lrine Resources is 
creat~ng an educational brochure 
on lww \() nequirc an aquaculture 
!etlse.: printing is expe(~te'"i in 
f·.-ebruary 2006. The pr,)jed is 
funded by thC' Maine Co:btal 
Progr~·un at the Slnte Planning. 
Office. 

"' Tht Maine AqwJcullure 
Ass,,ciation e-xhibitC'd at lhe 
Eastern Statt•s E.xposili<m 
agricultural trade show agam this 
year. This is excellent ex.pusure 
Cur the industry and helps to 
keep thern connected to the rest 
of l'v1<1ine's fi.JoJ industry groups. 

v Local seaf(.,od i~ a l'eature of 
Afaine Ji-:!enn<: l\t/oJith spon~(ncd 
by !he Dept of Agri('tllturc and 
the tvbine Rcst<"Htrant 
l\ss~J:..:la1Jt1n. 

"' F:i;.heric~ und aquaculture 
[nd.nstrit~ prJr11c1pate in ih:.:;: [)t:.:r;t 

., A four-color, 8-page brochure, 
Marine Aquaculture in Maine: 
How the Public can Participate 
in the Leasing Process, was 
produced by Maine Sea Grant, 
Dept of Marine Resources, 
Maine Coastal Program, and 
Maine Aquaculture Association 
and distributed at trade shows, 
conferences, and public 
meetings. Also available on the 
Internet, it will improve 
understanding of and increase 
participation in the department's 
process for leasing public 
submerged lands for aquaculture 
production . 

., The Dept of Marine Resources is 
working with DEP and the State 
Toxicologist to develop a 
brochure for display at retail fish 
counters to answer consumer 
questions about farm-raised fish. 

., The Dept of Agriculture works 
to maintain a federal program to 
control infectious salmon anemia 
in farm raised fish. 

., DECD assists with developing 
new aquaculture initiatives. 

., The newly-created Maine Food 
Policy Council consists of 15 
members, which represents the 
fanning and aquaculture and 
fisheries sectors. The council 
will develop a strategic plan to 
support locally-produced food. 

., The Maine Aquaculture 



Forestry 

Progress 

Good 

Conference 
Recommendation 

55. Identify strategies to 
recruit and retain 
loggers 

2004 Activities 

"' ·rhe Gm·ernor's Advisory 
Cmmcii on the Su~tainability of 
the Forest Products Industry in 
.Maine will offer rec(Jmrnenda
tiClns in December 2004. 

., 'fhe Professional Logging 
Contractors of Jvlnine has 
launched a rnaster's logger 
p.mgrarn to certif)' loggers. 

of ;\griculture}s fot)d po11c)'' 
worKing gruup to develop 
policies that supportlo,;ail.y-
produced fo0d. 

2005 Activities 

v Th.:: number c•f togging firms 
certified under the Master 
Logger Certification Prograrn 
has increased from. 27 firrns in 
2(}02 t1.• 97 fim1s in 2()()5. 

..,. The Dept of Conservation is 
collaborating with the Small 
Business Development Center. 
Sma11 Business Administration, 
and the Fin:mce Authority (of 

T:vl.aine; te> deveiop a curriculum to 
provid.:: loggers with speci:Ilized 
business skiHs and preferential 
accbs to cupital resource~. ·rhi~ 
logger business training and loan 
progranl is anticipated to be 
completed in the winter of 2(}06. 

" The Governor's Council on the 

Association exhibited at the 
Eastern States Exposition 
agricultural trade show. This is 
excellent exposure for the 
industry and keeps them 
connected to the rest of Maine's 
food industry groups. 

.; The Dept of Agriculture is 
looking at making aquaculture 
products part of their Get Real, 
Get Maine campaign. 

2006 Activities 

.; The number of logging firms 
certified under the Master 
Logger Certification Program 
increased from 97 firms in 2005 
to 120 firms in 2006. Master 
loggers now account for an 
estimated 43% of the total 
volume of wood harvested from 
Maine's forests. 

.; The Maine Forest Service works · 
with others to improve the 
economic situation for loggers, 
including: 

o DEP, Maine Municipal 
Bond Bank, and 
Professional Logging 
Contractors of Maine to 
develop a low-interest loan 



'Some 56. Examine ways to 
reduce energy costs 

" The Go,·ernor·~ ;\(1\ i,;ory 
Council on the Stts!ainability of 
lfhc Forest Pnlducts Industry in 
.rviainc vvil! offer ret.\)11llnt:;nd~l
tic>ns in Decembe-r 2004. 

Sunainabiiity of the Forest 
Products lndustr:y recumrnends: 

estab!lsh1ng a logg{~r loan 
program structured to the 
SJ">ec·ific 11eed.s c~f loggers 
and e~p.::ciaily targe-ttd to 
e-nt\)urag~.; long-tern1 
cnntrnc1s for \vood: 

,,. developing an 
apprentice-ship pmgrarn for 
loggers to encourage C>tHhe 
job training of ne\v k~gg(:rs~ 
and 

:.::; supp~)ning Nonhern ~-lain(; 
(~onununlty ('ollegt:'s 
training program fi,)r 
'"J''v'Itchanical 'free Length 
Forestry Opd·ations." 

"' The (]overrwr's Council on l:he 
Sustairwbility ('fth·c: Forest 
ProdLtd~ Industry recommends: 

growing \laine's electricity 
marJ...et and diversifying li.1d 
sounxs availo;ble tc> 1\:laine: 
am! 

r,; adopting ~iectricity and 
c<mscrvation delivery 
policies which pwmutc 
m<mut~le!uring in \hine. 

c See al:;o rcccHnmendation 

#l9 

program for acquisition of 
capital equipment tied to 
water quality protection; and 

o DECO, Small Business 
Development Center, and 
Professional Logging 
Contractors of Maine to 
develop a business training 
program that would 
facilitate loggers' access to 
business loans. 

.; The 2006 Omnibus Energy Bill 
was enacted to reduce and 
stabilize electricity prices. (See 
#19) 

.; The Maine Forest Service works 
with the Governor's energy 
office and others to increase the 
use of biomass fuel that could 
diversify Maine's energy mix 
and reduce our reliance on 
foreign oil. 

.; DECO and Maine Forest Service 
coordinates with others to 
develop biobased projects such 
as the UMaine Environmental 
Program to Stimulate 
Competitive Research (EPSCoR) 
$7 million funding to make 
UMaine a leader on biorefinery 



Some 

Good 

Some 

57. Examine ways to 
reduce transportation 
costs 

58. Examine state tax 
policies and their 
impact on investment 
in forestry 

59. Analyze how to make 
Maine's forest 
products industry 
more competitive 

.; The Governor's Advisory 
Council on the Sustainability of 
the Forest ProdtKis Industry in 
!vlainc will offtr rec·ommenda
tie>ns in Deccmbtr 2004. 

.; The Governor's ,;\,!visor; 
Counci[ on the Su.stainnbility of 
the Forest Pwdu.cts lndustry in 
Maine will offer nc:cornmenda
tions in December 200-t 

.; The Dept of C:onser,;ation is 
develuping a strategic plan for 
\vhat .tvia[ne stnte govemmen1 
nm do to support the industry 
and 1vhat industry can do to 
impn.,ve its economi<:: stn;;ngth. 
'The dermri.ment contracted \vith 

.,. The Governor's (\)Ltncil on the 
Sustainability ofthe Forest 
Products l.nduslry recommends: 

co repealing the personal 
property tax on business 
equipment; 

increasing truck "vclght 
lirnits on Maine highways: 
and 

imentorying issues related 
to rail s<:~rvicl" and IVe>rking 
collaboratively to address 
these issues. 

() See also recornmendation 
#28 

"" .PL 2005, c. ·4!. 6 reduces capital 
gains tax on sustainably 
mamlg.ed tiniberland beld for <;t 
least I 0 years. 

.; Legislative Resolve 28 (Resolve 
w Support L(.mg-tenn Forest 
Management and Sound 
Silvacu\ture) dirfcts the tvb.ine 
Forest Service to develop 
recommendations for policies to 
support ]ong-knn f(Jrest 
1.mmagemenl nnd sound 
silviculture, pending funding . 

v ·r:he .!i·1,1ine .f'ttture .F'u;·est 
E'conon~v I'rojecl, a year-long 
~lnnly·sis of the st,lte~s f1)rest 
products m<lDubcturing industry, 
spells out 19 recom1nendntions 
for improving the ability (.lf 
Maine forest product 

research and development. 

v MaineDOT continues to work 
with Maine's Congressional 
delegation on federal legislation 
that would increase truck 
weights on Maine's interstate 
highway system. 

v P.L. 2005, ch. 623 repeals the 
personal property tax on 
business equipment, effective 
April 1, 2008. 

v P.L. 2005, ch. 623 repeals the 
personal property tax on 
business equipment, effective 
April 1, 2008. 

v The Maine Forest Service has 
outlined an implementation 



Innovative Natuml Rc:sutt.n::e 
Solutions. Jnc. to nsscss the 
hea!th of the sector and initial 
findings are pl"<)mising. A. report 
will be JdivereJ to the 
()(>\·ern(>( s Advisory Council <.Jn 

the Sustainah!ity of the Fore>t 
Products Industry by the end of 
the ye~lr. 

rnanui'itclurers lu compete 
globally. 

v ln ~h.iditl01\ the (iu\:ernur's 
Cc•u!h:il e>n i.he Sust:.1.inability <lf 

the r·orest Products Industry has 
tJfif.?"r~d 2 l recornn1endatlons for 
irnproving the cc~rnpellti\'enc~s 
of i'vhine · s forest prodttd 
industry n<tlirmally and 
intt:rna1ion~11iy. 

v The _,\,iministrati<>n is working 
to ];nplernent the# I 
recomrne.nd~Hion from these 
cfforls, which is to eliminate the 
ptrSt.)rl(d property tax t)l1 

business equipment <<nd 
machinery. A joint effe>n to 
impkmcnr. the other 
rcconunendations is being 
explored between the state and 
forest products industry. 

"' flw .A.dvanced Engineered Wood 
C'z•mposiie Center at the 
University ofi'vluille is a stale--of. 
the-ar1 bcility t~)r composites 
research and development. The 
.::enter is being expanded with 
funding fron1 a j()bs bond 
~w!horized by voters in June 
2003. 

strategy for the Future Forest 
Economy report and seeks 
funding from a variety of 
sources. The strategy assumes a 
collaborative effort with 
industry, other agencies, and 
environmental and 
nongovernmental organizations 
for implementation. 

~ The Advanced Engineering 
Woods Composite Center at the 
University of Maine continues to 
position Maine as an 
international leader in wood 
composites R & D: 

o Develop patent applications 
for formulation of wood 
composite materials, such as 
Delta Strand Lumber, which 
uses low grade maple (very 
abundant in Maine) and is 
twice as strong as 
conventional lumber. 

o Developed new, structural 
applications for wood 
plastic composites; designed 
and built two facilities 
utilizing these composites -
a retaining wall at Maine 
Maritime Academy and a 
U.S. Coast Guard pier in 
Jonesport. 

o Expanded its wood plastic 
composites pilot plant (with 
funding from industry and 
Maine Technology Institute) 
that positions Maine as a 
world leader in these high 



Some 60. Determine the 
attitudes ofMaine 
citizens regarding the 
forest products 
industry 

., The Futun~ Forestry Economy 
n:pon, due to be compktcd by 
year-end, \Vill assess huw 
citizens view I\'laine's f;Jres1 
products industry. 

"' !\s part of the Future Forestry 
Econo1ny Pr<~fect~ researchers 
COiY.J.Xn issjoned a survey of publ.ic 
aitiiudes ec•nducted by Strntegic 
Marketing Services of Portland, 
Maine in September 2004. They 
f(Jund that .Maine citizens value 
the fbrest products 
manufacturing industry, cwd 
support eft'l)rts to support the 
industry as it moves forw<ml in a 
time of increasing global 
competition . 

., The IVIaine Forest Service is 
·working vvilh the University of 
Maine, the \hine Tree 
Foun<.htion. and the Small 
\VoodJot Owners Association of 
1\JainC' 10 lmmch a coordinatC'd 
emJrl [(\ C'dueate the nublic ()]1 

market growth products 
(note: products are 
manufactured from recycled 
sawdust and plastic and are 
typically used for residential 
decking and railings). This 
plant assists companies 
(Correct Building Products, 
Hancock Lumber, for 
example) with product 
development and testing. 

o Continued to expand its chip 
board and strand lumber 
pilot plant (funded by the 
2003 Jobs Bond) to provide 
technical assistance and 
product development and 
testing support for the 
industry. 

"' Collaborative efforts are 
underway on a modest scale with 
the Maine Tree Foundation, 
University of Maine, Small 
Woodlot Owners Association of 
Maine, and Maine Forest Service 
to help Maine citizens, 
legislators, opinion leaders, and 
others understand the importance 
of active forest management. 



Good 61. Develop creative 
partnerships between 
managed forests and 
tourism and outdoor 
recreation 

v ·rh,~ (!,)vt:rn~..)r~s /\.c.:iv·isory 
C)tmci!,.m the SustaimJbi!ity Clf 
the Forest Pre>du,;ts Industry in 
l'vlain.c wiil offer ren•rnmenda
tions in December 2004. 

the irnponancc of .Maine's 
fc>rcsls <:md f()rest products 
indnstry. 

" ·rhe Governor':; Counci I on the 
Susl.airubility of the .Forest 
Products Industry rc,:ommends 
devcLJping c:rentive partnerships 
l)et\\.teen 1nanaged J(rre~ts and 
outdtiUr recreation and hHlrisrn 
in conjunction with the 
irnplementing !vbnc'~ Natttre 
Tomi.sm lnitiniive. 

"' FERY.·JATA has offered 
rec(>mmendations as part c>f the 
1\:lain.c Nature Tourism Initiative 
f(Jr nl<trhtging recreationttl use of 
forest hmds. 

.., ·rhe (!(1\-('f)1(1!'·s ·ra~k r:orce on 

Traclitionai Uses and Public 
;\cces~ !o Lands in \'\nine will 
recommend action;-: shortly l~)r 
assuring pubhc ~ll:cess on iands 
tmditionally avaiLlble fur pubh: 
use. 

~ !n ·Nc~vcrnb~r :2005, voters 
i~wored S l 0 mil1 ion in bund 
funds \(>rep knish the Land JZ)r 
.Maine'$ Future Program. \Nhich 
\vil! provide funding t~)r t0rcst 
conservation casements ;.lnd well 
<IS preserve hnds fi.lr tourism and 
()Uit".ioor r(';creu tic)n. 

" Maine has participated with 
three P1her northem .Pxest ~!ates 
to evaiuarc the resulh of the 
Northern f'ore.~1 Land:.; C.JHncii 
rcr;on; :' rnail)r thrust <Jf which i~ 

,; Multi-use lands are supported 
through efforts such as Land for 
Maine's Future and US Forest 
Service's Forest Legacy 
programs, Governor's Task 
Force on Traditional Uses and 
Public Access to Lands, and 
Bureau of Parks and Lands 
management plans, and others. 
(See #22) 

,; Under PL 2006, Resolve 197, the 
Dept of Conservation worked 
with partners to secure 
traditional use recreational 
opportunities. (See #72). A 
coordinated effort has been made 
to enhance snowmobile 
opportunities in Northern Maine. 
Public meetings and significant 
outreach has been done to 
achieve this goal. 



Good 

Good 

62. Replenish the Land for 
Maine's Future 
Program 

63. Use the state's forest 
certification initiative 
to enhance marketing 
of Maine's forest 
products 

" The Gover.nor has committed to 
prop<.>sing a ne'N b(>nd f(}r 
cl.m.sidcration by tlle ! 22"0 

Legislature to replenish the 1...1\JF 
program. 

v 6.6 million acres of J\:faine t<xcst 
an': certified. Six rniils and one 
sawmill arc certified or soon will 
b~. 

" lP and J\'lcad.i'vVcstvaco have 
ammunced " preterencc f;x 
c<:rtified wood and guar-anteed a 
market. Time, lnc. increased 
purchases in IVIaine l !';'(,in 2003 
because of certit1cat1on. 

to support the economies of the 
northern f(xest area~ which arc 
largely based on forest products 
and tourism. These states <lre 
now working to implement the 
report recommendation~. 

v In November 2005, voters 
favored bc>nd iimds to replenish 
the Lmd i'i.)r Ivlainc's Future 
Program. 

"' 7.25 million acres c>ftvlaine 
f(m:st are certified .. M.ost of 
Maine's pnper and sa\'-' mills arc 
certified C>r soon wiH be. 

v Mnrket demand for certified 
cvc•ud and paper is increasing. 
International Paper and New 
Page h<.rve annotu.lced a 
preference f(JT certified wood. 
Tirne, lnc. increased purchases 
in Maine 12°,; in 2004 bec:wse 
of certification. Domiar 110'-N 

hy>: FSC certii.led pulpwo<)d 
and uses it to produc,.; FSC 
certified "Earth ctwice" paper. 

v Harvest volume from Master 
Loggers h~ts increased 3-foki. 

" fhe Maine Stale 1-Iousing 
Authority has develored and 
adopted a "Green Building" 
standard t~.)r projects involving 
MSHA.'s funds/financing. 

"' ·rhe State Division of Purch:lses 
has adopted an '·environm<:niallv 

., Land for Maine's Future bond 
funds approved by voters last 
year supported five forest land 
conservation projects, preserving 
95,000 easement acres and 8,500 
fee acres for productive forest 
lands and recreation . 

., Nearly 6.8 million acres of 
Maine forest are certified. Most 
of Maine's largest paper and saw 
mills are certified. 

., Hancock Lumber has begun 
marketing FSC-certified 
dimension lumber at its 
Brunswick store. 

., The Maine Forest Service is 
undertaking a television 
campaign to encourage 
consumers to purchase Maine 
certified wood. It has: 

o commissioned the 
University of Maine to 
conduct focus groups to 
develop ads, which will be 
aired by WGME and Time 
Warner Cable in late 
November for six months. 
The University will survey 
viewers before and after the 
ads are aired to measure 
their effectiveness. 



Some 

Some 

Some 

64. Focus on the unique 
attributes and 
competitive advantage 
of Maine's wood 
species to grow this 
industry 

65. Evaluate the potential 
of carbon trading 

66. Create a "market 
development alliance" 

"' Un,kr the Dept of 
C)nservutie>n 's r·uturc FNtstry 
b~ono;ny Pt"<>jcct, dn·.;; to be 
corupleteJ at yenr··tnd, research 
is being conducted about 
1\·laine' s compel i live :tdv:unagcs. 

"' The Dept of Environmental 
.Proteciion is pr~paring ~t.:;arbon 
~equesirntic•n study ic• presenl to 
tbc 122nJ Legi~lature-. 

.- Tbe Dept ofCmservation is 
developing a plan ro connecr 
gc>r.>d fmestry pr<Kii(:es lu carb<.m 
sequeslrati\.)n on a voh.1nr~u;' 
ba.-;:s. 

..., The Cl(.)·vernor~s Advi~nry 
(:;)uncil on the Sustainab1 titv of 

prdi:rabk pnrchasing policy" 
and a procurernenl polic:y fr.>r 
state purcha~c.s of wood-based 
mai.eri<;l~ fr,)m certified so;.m.:e::>. 

"' fhe Future Forestry Fc:onomy 
project assesses !he cumpei.ilivc 
advan!ages of Maine's wood 
~[.K'ci.;:~ <;nJ outlines how to grow 
the f(.lftst pruduc!s induslry 
b;tscd on 1hese advantages. 

"' ·rhe rvlainc Fore:::t Service is 
working wiih the USDA F ... wes( 
Service ;md other northe<islem 
~Litts to devdop a protocol fur 
ii.westry cnrhon otT~et projecb 
and ro retine f.lUf tmderstnnding 
of lww .l'v'l:tinc's fi.l:"<.:':'l~; could be 
1nanaged to St:questtr (.Stc~re) 
rne>re carbc•n or reduct i0rest 
crnisslnn~. -rhc goal i~ t~J create 
markcb for carbon .. fi'iend\y 
fprest rnanagc:ment in \'hine, 
nnd hence, paynwms lo Maine 
lan.e...h)\Vners f()r such 
management. 

"' fhis recnmmcncblicm i,; heing 
pursed as parl of the efl(Jrt to 

o created a website with its 
own domain to direct 
purchasers to sources of 
Maine certified wood 
products. 

o Coordinated sponsorship of 
programs and news bumps 
that tie in the campaign and 
website 

"' The Maine Forest Service is 
planning a trade mission to New 
York City to promote certified 
wood from Maine. 

~ The Future Forestry Economy 
project assesses the competitive 
advantages of Maine's wood 
species and outlines how to grow 
the forest products industry 
based on these advantages. 

~ A protocol for carbon offset 
projects has been developed that 
will help promote carbon
friendly forests. 

~ The Maine Forest Service 
continues to refine its 
understanding of carbon 
sequestration to reduce 
atmospheric greenhouse gas. 

~ The Maine Forest Service 
continues to participate in 
national and regional efforts to 
develop markets for carbon off
set projects and other ecosystem 
services . 

~ The Western Maine Forest 
Resources Training Consortium 



Good 

None 

to focus on 
entrepreneurship and 
develop outreach and 
education programs 
and mentoring 
opportunities 

67. Track forestry 
industry information 
needs 

68. Examine trade policies 
that contribute to 
declines in forestry 
manufacturing 

the Forest Products Industry in 
~!Iaine 1vill oflBr recummcnda
ticms in December 2004. 

"" The Govemor·s Advisory 
Council on the Sustainability of 
the Forest Pn.lducts Industry in 
.iVIaine will offer recommenda
tiuns in December 2004. 

•# 'T'he Governor's Advisory 
Coun,;il c>n the Sustainability of 
the Forest Products Industry in 
J\:laint' will 0ffer recommenda
tions in Decernber 2004. 

Nature Tourism and Outdoor Recreation 

Progress 

Good 

Conference 
Recommendation 

69. Convene a 
development 

v The Depl. Clf F.conomic and 
c~;mmtmiiy Devele>pmeni. h~lS 

implement the Future Forestry 
Economy project. 

"' The report from the Future 
Forestry Economy Project 
provides up-tc~-d~lte~ 
cPmprehensive infonnation on 
the state of the forest industry. 

..- The J\:Jai:ne Forest Service \Vill 
continue it~ annual five-year 
flJrest inventory dh.lrt with 
support hon1 the USDA Forest 
Service, pending funding. 

"" The Future Forest1-y· Econm:ny 
Projed report asses,;es the 
impact of some- trade policies. 

:zoos Activities 

...- In .lul.y 2005 .. lhe University of 
fvlaine nnd Universitv of 

was founded. Maine Dept of 
Labor supported an area-wide 
Business Visitation Program to 
assess industry training and 
education needs. 

"" The Maine Forest Service will 
continue to produce its biennial 
State of the Forest report and 
periodic reports on 
implementation of best 
management practices to protect 
water quality. 

"" The Maine Forest Service is 
developing a methodology to 
monitor and report on multiple 
resource values affected by 
timber harvesting. 

"" The Maine Forest Service 
continues its program to develop 
and track indicators of forest 
sustainability. 

2006 Activities 

"" The University of Maine 
System's new Center for 



Some 

committee to develop 
degree, research, and 
extension programs in 
hospitality and 
recreation 

70. Broaden the Dept of 
Economic and 
Community 
Development's 
tourism capabilities 

w<.d·:ed with ~1a1e, univer~ity. 
and t::onnnunily col1egt utTicials 
<lS we II as lourisr:n i n,iu~try 
represenl~uivcs k) e.;...p}~)r-..:~ the 
need {i)r additiclllal educatiomd 
offerings. 

., The Univer~ity of f'vbine 
System. University of \laine. 
and University of Sot1lhern 
iv1G1ine propose lO devd<)p :1 

Center t(n· ·rourism Research and 
Outreach that will provide 
1)1.-jccrive research and h.igh~ 
qtlidlty inff)rn1ati~.).n to as~isl \v]th 

tourism dcvcl,;pmenL 

"' The M,\ine Clmmunity Clli<·ge 
Sysieln. pror~c~ses to create a 
Tourism F:ducation lnv61ment 
Fund to support chang:lng 
\:vnrk ·t;)rce needs and nc\~/ 
oppc<nunities in the tuurisrn 
indtt-:;try. Pending funding~ it 
'>hndd support: seed rnoncy lo 
sh;rt ur cxpmJ a,~:,denuc 
progr:uns, customized training, 
on-line C()Ursc:1 and prc~grant>. 
tUld entrepreneuriallrnining 
t~1.r~:et~d to toltrisn1.-rel~lted 
businesses. 

., The Of!1c<:) <)i"fourism has 
begnn hJ k>ok nwre broadly at 
h.mrisrn inhct~!runure planning 
and touris;n ~trategic r~i.anning, 
including panncrships ,md 
plr1nning of destinati,m t"<;surt 
infr~J~;tructurc. 

Southern Maine collaborated !o 
cre,cle the 11ew Cenler f('r 
Tourism Research ;md Outreach. 
Wt)rk is undenvay lo 'issisl 
burism busines.se.s with research 
and education. 

v- /\. JVbine Tourism Advisory 
Comrnitlee has been f(,nned lo 
advise and n:.wnitur the 
University's cf!~>rts. 

"' The tvbinc Community Co!lcgc 
SyAem received S:-0,000 in 
F Y ()6 and S \00, OOU in FY07 fpr 
a Tourism ·rraining Initiative. 
Tourism busines::: representatives 
are being consulted to detennine 
the i.ype$ oftraining <md 
educuti(lri to be develcrped. 

"' The Dept of Economic 21nd 
Cmnnu.niLy Devdoprnent's 
h.)urlsrn planning and 
development carahi1ities will bt 
enh~ln~.~ed in response to several 
ofthe FlJ{iv1A.TA 

Tourism Research and Outreach 
(CenTRO) coordinates research, 
outreach, and educational 
programs related to recreation 
and tourism within the state. Its 
website contains a listing of 
tourism educational resources . 

~ Beginning in the faiJ 2006 
semester, the University of 
Maine Hutchinson Center in 
Belfast offered the first two 
courses for a certificate in 
tourism. 

~ The Maine Community College 
System's tourism training 
initiative resulted in: 

o An industry conference and 
series of pilot workshops on 
customer service delivered 
by the York County and 
Eastern Maine community 
colleges that trained 160 
tourism line employees. 

o An "Extraordinary Service" 
workshop that will be 
offered this fall for ski areas 
and more broadly next 
spring for the upcoming 
2007 summer season. 

~ DECD is providing staff support 
to the three FERMAT A pilot 
regions to support regional 
nature tourism development. 



Some 

Good 

71. Improve tourism and 
recreation business 
incentives 

72. Coordinate 
recreational land-use 
management 

.., The Governor"s initiative to u~c 

public funds to stimulate private 
invesunent in civi,~, '~onvention. 
and cultural facilities will assist 
h)urism-related arts and cultural 
~vents. 

" The Governor created the T:1sk 
Force on Traditional Uses and 
Public Access to Lands in I>b.ine 
to formulate reconnnendati0ns 
about hovv best t~) address tbe 
is;;ue;; rei:iting to access to hmd 
for tmditiond uses. /\. fin:il 
report and recommendations will 
be- pwduced by St'ptember 1. 
2005. 

" The Dept of Economic and 
Community Development 
continues to develc>p LD l92, 
~vhich was intmduced durin£ the 
first session of the l22nd ~ 
Legislature. to provide tax 
incent1·ves fbr ne'VV ret;reational 
lodgm.g. 

" The Governor's Council on the 
Sustainability of the Forest 
Products Industry recommends 
developing crent1ve· partnerships 
between managed t~.lrests and 
outdt:Jor recrcatjt)n in 
ccmjunction with implementing 
the nature tourism initi:J.ti\'e. 

" FERMATA bas offered 
recommendations as part of tl;e 
l\b.ine Nature Tourism Initiative 
f()r managing recreational us•:: of 
fore;;t lands. 

" The Govemor' s Task Force on 
Traditional Uses and Public 
Access to Lands will recomrnend 
adions for assuring public 
access on lands traditionally 
available for public use. 

v .!.n :N·crven1.ber 2005~ vot:ers 
favored bond funds to repl·enish 
the Land fnr ~vlaine's Future 
Pwg.ram, which vvill provide 
funding for forest conservation 
c:ase1nents and v,:e1las preserve 
lands tor tourism and outdoor 
r(!creation. 

" Following passage of LD 192, 
DECD conducted six listening 
sessions in rural regions, in 
partnership with tourism 
industry stakeholders, to 
determine the most effective 
array of tax incentives. They will 
compile the results by year end 
for a full report in 2007. 

" Multi-use lands are facilitated 
through Land for Maine's Future 
and US Forest Service's Forest 
Legacy programs, Governor's 
Task Force on Traditional Uses 
and Public Access to Lands, 
Bureau of Parks and Lands 
management plans, and others. 
(See #22) 

" Under PL 2006, Resolve 197, 
the Dept of Conservation worked 
with partners to secure 
traditional use recreational 
opportunities. For example: 

o A new boat launch on 
Wytopitlock Lake in 
Glenwood Plt 

o 40 acres in Milo to secure 
an important snowmobile 
trail and bridge 

o 9-acre parcel abutting the 
Katahdin Iron Works for a 
multi-use trail 

o 85-mile multi-use trail from 
Ellsworth to Pembroke 

" The Dept of Conservation has 
incorporated FERMAT A 



projects into its planning and 
programs; specifically for 
Downeast and Seboomook 
management plans, which will 
be complete this year. 

Some 73. Establish processes to "" The Universi1y ofl\bine "" In September 2005, the _\:him.' It! The Maine Tourism Commission 
bring sustainable ,, ! ' . . . !\1 . 

:::,y.~tem. _:n;v·erslt)' ul:; · iJIDe. Tourisn1. C'ornnlis::;ion a~.."1c~ptcd a directed the natural resources 
development criteria and Univer.d.y Clf Soulhem set of guiding princ·ipJes .f~)r committee (now called the 
into tourism planning M2:inc: pr<lpo,;e to develop, expcrienld tourism resource product and 

pending funding. u Center t~lr clevelc>prnent. Developed by the development committee) to 
Tou.risru Re:;eurch :mel Outreach (\>rrunission 's Natun:l Re~nurce inventory and assess current 
rhat \vi11 provlde c~bj~~ctiv:.:! Comrni1lee. the principles are state, regional, and local tourism 
rc:;carcli and high-qualilv de:::igncd lo h.' a reference development initiatives, 
inforrnai.iPn to :>s.si~t wilh l . . l I { ,)cumenr lor stak. rcgFma , anc determine their effectiveness, 
wuri~m dcl'dopmenL Inc\! si.ah;holdt·rs involved in and identify means of 

tout·ism development. collaboration. 

It! CenTRO is working with the 
Maine Tourism Commission's 
resource product and 
development committee to 
understand the impact of tourism 
on the state's natural resources 
as FERMAT A recommendations 
are implemented. 

It! The sustainable tourism 
subcommittee of the Gulf of 
Maine Council promotes 
sustainable tourism. It will 
survey tourism businesses within 
the region to determine the level 
of awareness of best 
management practices and their 
benefits. From this, the council 
will build a community-based 
workshop to advance sustainable 
tourism development guidelines. 

It! The Maine Coastal Program, the 
departments of Conservation, 



Good 74. Increase the state's 
capacity to provide 
certain technical 
assistance to 
municipalities seeking 
tourism industry 
growth 

>~ The Dept of Economic and 
Cormmmity Development hns 
contracted with Fermata. In-:: ... a 
natiom!ty-recognized consulting 
firm, to enhnnce nature tourism 
in three demonstration areas: l.) 
W ';stern Mountains . .2; 
Downeasl!Caiais, and 3) 
Greenville, fvli!Iinocket. 'fhe 
Forks. and southern Piscataquis 
County. 

"' In September 2004, the Depl of 
Ewnornic mld Community 
.Dcvek>penent retained 
FERMATA, Inc., a mtionally
known iourism development 
firm, to assess Maine's oppor
tunities .in nature-based tourism: 
one of the fastest grcnving niches 
in the travel industrj. 

"' Over lhe past year. fERiv1AT'A. 
Inc. worked with st<Jkehokk"r~ in 
three rural pilot project ar•.cas: the 
W eslem M<.,untuins, High lands. 
and Downcast to demonstrate 
how nature tourism. dc'.'ciopment 
em be planned and implemented 
across the entire siate. 

v On September 13, 2005. 
FER\·lA T/1. pres·cnted Governor 
Ba1dacci with its report nnd 
recommendatirms for a nature 
tourism initiative in tvhine. 

v FERl\·iATA off0rs 28 
r:ecommendations for tv1ain:e's 
Nature Tourism initiative to 
provide visitors ,,.:ith accurate 
and C\'Jinprehensive int~miHdion 
on opportunities to experience 
the state's >vorld-clnss natural, 
h1sh)r1caL and cultural resources. 

Marine Resources, and 
Environmental Protection, and a 
group of stakeholders called for 
an integrated beach management 
program to address lack of 
access and to mitigate pollution, 
erosion, and other hazards. 

.; Governor Baldacci established 
the Governor's Task Force for 
the Maine Nature Tourism 
Initiative to oversee 
implementation ofFERMATA 
recommendations. 

.; DECD has been working with 
regional and local tourism 
stakeholders in FERMAT A pilot 
areas to develop nature tourism 
travel itineraries. The Western 
Maine Mountain and Piscataquis 
County regions have set their 
itineraries and submitted funding 
requests to MaineDOT and Dept 
of Conservation. The Downeast 
pilot region has selected 
Vacation Resources Committee 
to develop their nature tourism 
plan and is hiring a contractor to 
support the region's efforts. 

.; Governor Baldacci awarded two 
grants to support nature-based 
tourism product development 
and marketing in Franklin and 
Piscataquis counties. The funds 
will help the regions complete 
site assessments for 
infrastructure needs to support 
their nature tourism itineraries. 



Some 75. Explore a 
comprehensive Maine 
branding campaign 

"' The Dcpl of Fc,nwmic and 
c:!..)!lllnunity J)evelop!n.~nl is 
re:;e,m:hing pa.~t and ,;urrent 
111a r"el ing cnn·tp~1.ig.ns nnd has 
begun to ;.;,;nvene Inarkcting 
su.fT i:r·om acro~s all the st<lk 

naturai 1\?.~()U1\~c agencies h"J 

i<kntii)' c:olhboralivc 
Ppporlunilies. 

.., (iovcrn\>r BalJacci is committed 
lP making lhe invc~trnerH 
nece~sary tn maintain !vtaine 's 
pcositinn as i.l te>p tourist 
destination. 

"' The GO\'emur's Steering 
Commitle,; ,m l'v1aine's Natural 
Rcsource-based Industry h<>Stcd 
a fc•rum 10 idcnii!~: how IV!aine 
rnighl coord.inate nurketing of 
its farming, fishing, f(>restry, 
aquacalture, and outdNH' recrt\i
tion products and scr\·iccs. Some 
of i.he state's top priv:tte seclc>r 
n1arl..:.eling t;):perts ~ldvised us. 

¥ FER!'vlA.'L\. assessed 
opportunities to p:·td::.age and 
pron1ote ni.liure tc}urisrn. 
Re;.;omm<:ndations include 
enhancing. rnurke!ing: for icJCally·· 
pruduccd products and 
dcvciopi11g an inregraled. mu!ti
ngen:..~y/xnuLi-panner n;arkcling 
nmpaign to pronwlc the iv!aine 
H"tjfJd\· EJ:.J)eJ·icnce. 

¥ .fvbinc Dcpt oflnland Fisheries 
& \Viidlife men:handise 
marketing statTis helping.l\:lnine 
Dept of Conscrvati()Jl to develop 
a line of' m<?.n:handise prt>moting 
their agency and ~tate parks. 

¥ l'vlaine is W<Jrking with the other 
three n<.•nhcm 6>rc~t states ro 
evaluate \vhelher a regional 
brand fpr !~Jre"i product~ ·,vot:!d 
help proln~)te increased ~nlt:s. 

~ A number of new or expanded 
marketing initiatives are 
underway for Maine's natural 
resource-based industry sectors 
(See #5) 

~ Work continues on examining 
ways to implement the 
FERMAT A branding and 
marketing recommendations, 
pending funding. 

~ The Maine Tourism 
Commission's inventory of 
tourism development initiatives 
will include an assessment of 
marketing programs (see #73). 


