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Scorecard Summary of 75 Blaine House Recommendations

The scorecard below lists the 75 recommendations from the Blaine House Conference on Natural Resource-based
Industries and key activities that have taken place over the past year. We sutmnarize the progress to date for each
reconunendation as good, some, or none.

Overall, the state and its partners have made good or some progress almost 90% of the recommendations. Good progress
is reported on one-quarter of the recommendations and some progress on just over 60% of them. 12% of the
recommendations have not yet been tackled.

Good Progress Some Progress  No Progress TOTAL

Cross-Cultting Issues 1 16 8 31
(22) (52) (26) (42)
Agriculture Issues 1 5 1 7
(14) (72) (14) )
Fisheries/Aquaculture 3 13 0 16
Issues (19) (81) (0) (21)
Forestry Issues 5 9 0 14
(26) (64) (0) (19)
Tourism/Outdoor 3 4 0 7
Recreation Issues (43) (57) (0) (9
19 47 9 75
(25) (63) (12) (100)
| 68 |
(88)
Notes:

1. Figures indicated represent raw numbers; figures in parentheses represent percentages.

2. Estimates of progress have been made by staff to the steering committee and departmental liaisons. They do not

necessarily represent the judgment of the steering committee or its individual members.
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certain matters and provide the fishing
industry with a unified voice.

Some progress

43.

Direct the Dept of Marine Resources to
undertake a long-range planning process

The Dept of Marine Resources has con-
ducted an internal review of its strengths
and weaknesses and projections for the
future and how it would get there. The
department is soliciting public input
from stakeholders and its advisory coun-

cils.

Some progress

44.

Support legislation to add “fisheries” to
the list of purposes for which a
conservation easement may be
established

The Dept of Marine Resources is
working with the Working Waterfront
Coalition to examine this proposal.

Some progress

Support additional bond funding for the
Small Harbor Improvement Program

A proposal for bond funding is under
consideration that includes funding for
the Small Harbor Inprovement
Program.

Some progress

Support state funds for acquisition of
public water access sites through the
Land for Maine’s Future Program

The Governor has committed to propos-
ing a new bond for consideration by the
122 Legislature to replenish the LMF
program.

Some progress

47,

Explore the possibility of an
infrastructure bond package to support
cominercial water access and key
working waterfront facilities

A traditional industries development
bond is under consideration that includes
funding to preserve working waterfronts.

Some progress

48.

Set priorities for cold water marine

research

The Maine Marine Research Coalition,
which consists of state university and
researcl institutions, works to prioritize
and increase funding for marine research

and education.

Good progress

Expedite the plan for the Maine
Institute for Cold Water Aquaculture at
the University of Maine

The University of Maine has created the
Center for Cooperative Aquaculture
Research. The center collaborates with
other state, federal, and private re-
searchers and focuses on developing new

aquaculture businesses.

Some progress

Support bond funding for cold water
marine research in the Gulf of Maine

A bond to increase funding for marine
research did uot pass the Legislature in
2004. A new marine research bond is

under consideration.

Good progress

Support the vision and principles for
aquaculture established by the
Aquaculture Task Force

The Legislature enacted the vision and

principles laid out by tle task force.

The Dept of Marine Resources is work-
ing with the Center for Cooperative
Aquaculture Research to establish model
aquaculture operating standards and,
together, they are working to ensure
that Maine aquaculture businesses meet







dations in December 2004.

Some progress

Examine ways to reduce transportation

costs

The Governor’s Advisory Council on the
Sustainability of the Forest Products
Industry in Maine will offer recommen-
dations in December 2004.

Some progress

Examine state tax policies and their

impact on investment in forestry

The Governor’s Advisory Council on the
Sustainability of the Forest Products
Industry in Maine will offer recommen-
dations in December 2004.

Good progress

59.

Analyze how to make Maine’s forest
products industry more competitive

The Dept of Conservation is developing
a strategic plan for what Maine state
government can do to support the indus-
try and what industry can do to improve
its economic strength. The department
contracted with Innovative Natural
Resource Solutions, Inc. to assess the
liealth of the sector and initial findings
are promising. A report will be delivered
to the Governor’s Advisory Council on
the Sustainability of the Forest Products
Industry by the end of the year.

Some progress

60.

Determine the attitudes of Maine
citizens regarding the forest products

industry

The Future Forestry Economy report,
due to be completed by year-end, will
assess how citizens view Maine’s forest

products industry.

Some progress

61.

Develop creative partuerships between
managed forest and tourism and outdoor

recreation

The Governor’s Advisory Council on the
Sustainability of the Forest Products
Industry in Maine will offer recommen-
dations in December 2004.

Some progress

Replenish the Land for Maine’s Future
Program

The Governor has committed to propos-
ing a new bond for consideration by the
1227 Legislature to replenish the LM

program.

Good progress

63.

Use the state’s forest certification
initiative to enhiance marketing of
Maine’s forest products

6.6 million acres of Maine forest are
certified. Six mills and one sawmill are
certified or soon will be.

IP and Mead/Westvaco have anunounced
a preference for certified wood aund guar-
anteed a market. Time, Inc. increased

purchases in Maine 11% in 2003 because

of certification.

Good progress

64.

Focus on the unique attributes and
competitive advantage of Maine’s wood

species to grow this industry

Under the Dept of Conservation’s

Future Forestry Economy Project, due
to be completed at vear-end, research is
being conducted about Maiue’s eompet-

itive advantages.

Good progress

65.

Evaluate the poteutial of carbon trading

The Dept of Environmental Protection
is preparing a carbon sequestration
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destination resort infrastructure.

Some progress

Improve tourism and recreation business

imcentives

The Governor’s initiative to use public
funds to stimulate private investment in
civie, convention, and cultural facilities
will assist tourism-related arts and
cultural events.

Some progress

Coordinate recreational land-use

management

The Governor created the Task Force on
Traditional Uses and Public Access to
Lands in Maine to formulate recommen-
dations about liow best to address the
issues relating to access to land for
tracditional uses. A final report and

recommendations will be produced by

September 1, 2005.

Good progress

73.

Establish processes to bring sustainable
development criteria into tourism

planning

The University of Maine System,
University of Maine, and University of
Southern Maine propose to develop,
pending funding, a Center for Tourismn
Research and Outreach that will provide
objective research and high-quality
information to assist with tourism devel-

opmeitt.

Good progress

4.

Increase the state’s capacity to provide
certain teclimical assistance to
municipalities seeking tourismn industry
growth

The Dept of Economic and Community
Development has contracted with
Fermata, Inc., a nationally-recognized
consulting firm, to enhance nature
tourism in three demonstration aveas: 1)
Western Mountains, 2) Downeast/Calais,
and 3) Greenville, Millinocket, The
Forks, and southern Piscataquis County.

Some progress

75.

Explore a comprehensive Maine

branding campaign

The Dept of Econoniic and Community
Development is researching past and
current marketing campaigns and has
begun to convene marketing staff from
across all the state natural resource
agencies to identify collaborative oppor-
tunities.




Governor’s Steering Committee on Natural Resource-based Industries

Members

Richard Barringer, Research Professor, Muskic School of Public Service, Co-Chair
Richard Davies, Scnior Policy Advisor, Office of the Governor, Co-Chair
Edward Bradley, Maritime Attorney
Elizabeth Butler, Attorney, Picrce Atwood
Jack Cashman, Cominissioner, Department of Economic & Community Development
David Cole, Commissioner, Department of Transportation
John Fitzsimmeons, President, Maine Commumity College System
Martha Freeman, Direetor, State Planning Office
Dawn Gallagher, Commissioner, Department of Environmental Protection
Michael Hastings, Exccutive Direetor, Maime Aquaeulture Innovation Center
Lloyd Irland, President, The Irland Group
George Lapointe, Commissioner, Department of Marine Resources
R. Dan Martin, Commissioner, Department of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife
Marilyn Meyerhans, Owner, The Apple Farm
Patrick McGowan, Commissioner, Department of Conservation
Matt Polstein, Owner, New England Outdoor Center
Stewart Smith, Professor of Sustainable Agriculture Policy, University of Maine
Robert Spear, Commissioner, Department of Agrieulture
Peter Triandafillou, Natural Resources Vice Prestdent, Huber Resources Corporation
David Vail, Adams-Catlin Professor of Economics, Bowdoin College
Joseph Westphal, Chancellor, University of Maine System

James Wilson, Professor of Marine Sciences, University of Maine
Designees

Gary Crocker, Dircctor of State and Federal Programs, Maine Community College
David Etnier, Deputy Commissioner, Department of Marine Resources
Kathy Fuller, Director of Environment, Department of Trausportation
Sue Inches, Deputy Director and Director of Policy, State Planning Office
David Littell, Deputy Commissioner, Department of Environmental Protection
Mare Michaud, Director of Information and Education, Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
Ned Porter, Deputy Commissioner, Department of Agriculture
Judith Ryan, Chief of Staff, University of Maine System
Jeff Sosnand, Deputy Commissioner, Department of Economice and Community Development

Karin Tilburg, Deputy Commissioner, Department of Conservation
Staff

Jody Harris, Director of Program Services, State Planning Office

Linda LaPlante, Senior Administrative Secretary

23



