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T'he Commission
on Maine’s Future
State Planning Office
State House Station 38
Augusta, Maine 04333
(207) 289-3261

February 3, 1989

Dear Maine Legislator:

buring October and November the Commission on Maine's
Future held public hearings in seven locations throughout
the state. Enclosed for your information is a brief
summary of the issues and concerns raised by members of
the public at those hearings.

The Commission is in the process of drafting its:
report to the Legislature and Governor following a vear of
research, public input and public opinion polling. In
April, we will present a report which describes (1) the
forces shaping Maine's future today, (2) a vision of a
desirable future reflecting the values and priorities of
Maine people and (3) strategies to achieve that vision.

We invite you to review the enclosed summary of the
Commission's seven public hearings and would appreciate
your thoughts on the issues raised as well as any comments
vou would like to share with Commission members on Maine's

future.
Sincerely, /)
WW"
> Cd

Annette Ross Anderson
Chair

ARA/h7







During October and November 1988, the Commission on Maine's Future
conducted a series of seven public hearings across the State of Maine. The hearings were
designed to provide the Commission with regional perspectives on the issues and
aspirations important to Maine people as they look to their future. This summary presents
an overview of those hearings, the common themes and regional differences encountered
by the Commission as we traveled to Machias, Caribou, Rockland, Waterville, Bangor,
Farmington, and Portland.

The following discussion is not --- and is not intended to be --- a substantive
assessment of public attitudes on state policy issues. Rather it is a brief and, we hope,
non-judgmental reporting of issues and concerns about Maine's future raised at the
Commission's seven public hearings by those attending. Not surprisingly, the
identification of issues facing Maine proved to be, throughout the hearing process, an
easier task than identifying solutions. The testimony received at these hearings will assist
the Commission as we complete our legislated mandate to identify trends shaping the
state's future as well as to learn how Maine people view their future. The testimony,
however, is only one component of the Commission's data collection process which will
also include scientific public opinion surveys, expert research and testimony and extensive
discussions with representatives of numerous community and government interests and
organizations representing key aspects of Maine life.

The Format

Each hearing was conducted in two sessions. In the afternoon, the Commission
met with an invited group of regional and community leaders in roundtable discussions.
These "focus groups" were designed to tap views from the widest possible range of
constituencies and to identify a broad base of regional issues. Participants included town
managers and school superintendents, foresters and farmers, merchants and trade
unionists, developers and entrepreneurs, representatives of the poor and elderly ... and
more. (see Appendix A for a listing of participants and their affiliations).

During the evenings, the Commission held formal hearings open to all members of
the general public. The hearings in each region were promoted through a variety of local
media including newspaper and radio news releases, public service announcements, flyers
and posters (See Appendix B for key media coverage of hearings).



The Issues

Despite clear regional differences, Maine people appear to hold a common view of
life in Maine and the challenges of Maine tomorrow. Participants throughout the seven
week hearing process identified thirteen basic issue areas. A "top tier" of six issues tended
to dominate the discussions statewide while a lower tier of issue areas varied in importance
among regions

Basic Issue Groups

First Tier Issues Second Tier Issues
Growth Transportation
Education Affordable Housing
Economic Base Property Taxation
Resource Use Health Care
Regionalism Social Services
Workplace Waste Management
Aging Population

Growth

Not surprisingly, the general issue of "growth" was consistently among the top
issues raised at all seven hearings with participants holding one of the following three
positions:

One perspective favored no growth, in population or in economic development.
Proponents of this view saw growth as environmentally and socially destructive, wasting
natural resources, destroying traditional communities and undermining quality of life.

A second perspective viewed population growth with suspicion but accepted
economic growth as a needed component of an improved quality of life for all Maine
people. Proponents of this view seek slow, managed growth to minimize congestion,
social dislocation and environmental damage. They want exhaustive research into the
population carrying capacity of basic regional resources like water supplies, open space,
roads and the unique, local sense of place in their communities.

A third perspective considered growth as an opportunity for economic, social and
cultural development in Maine, provided that the process is sufficiently managed to
preserve the quality of the state's natural environment.

Participants expressing each of these perspectives were found at all seven hearings
although clearly the "no-growth" sentiment was strongest in areas currently experiencing
significant development pressures such as Farmington, Portland and Machias.

Education

The second consistently high ranking issue area in all regions was education,
topping the list at Bangor and Waterville, second among the issues at Portland, Farmington
and Caribou, and important if not dominant at Machias and Rockland. Views expressed
included concerns about the quality of schools and teachers, the time allowed teachers to do



their jobs, the level of illiteracy among high school graduates, the attitudes and aspirations
of students and the continued viability of school financing based on the property tax. There
was widespread concern that students without special abilities, special needs or college
aspirations are being systematically neglected. Many participants felt that schools and
teachers are overburdened by mandates to provide health, social and vocational services far
beyond the "three R's" and viewed this as a fundamental problem interfering with
educational quality.

The challenge to higher education was seen principally as one of continuing
adaptation to the needs of older, "nontraditional" students, previously in the workforce or
managing households, who will return to the university and VTI systems for advanced
training and professional development or for retraining for a second or third career.
Greater coordination among the university, the state's independent colleges and the VTI's
was often emphasized as was the need for greater responsiveness by these institutions to
changing student and business needs.

Participants agreed that the agenda for the 21st century should clearly emphasize the
concept of life long learning. At all educational levels, closer links with business in areas
of program planning, financing initiatives, quality control and guaranteed employment
opportunities before and after graduation were considered important, particularly by-
participants in the northern and eastern regions.

Economic Base and The Workplace

Workplace issues were in the top tier statewide but received particular emphasis in
the northern region. Participants noted two interconnected and important trends which are
already shaping Maine's economic future: a shift to an information-based and service
economy and the increasing presence of women in the workforce.

Participants at several hearings argued that the long term shift to an information-
based and service economy, driven in part by demographics, technology and global
competition, will require that Maine's workforce acquire the technical skills needed in the
changing economy. They pointed out that, while more than 90 percent of Maine's labor
force in the year 1995 is already in the workforce today, experts predict that 50 percent of
their jobs will be phased out or restructured --- necessitating massive training and retraining
initiatives.

Participants also noted that greater numbers of women entering the workforce
during the next 20 years would continue to transform traditional patterns of work and
increasingly create the need for more flexible work arrangements and support services such
as adult and child day care.

Resource Use

Many participants in the Commission's regional hearings testified that Maine's rural
character and the resource industries that symbolize rural life -- fishing, farming, and
forestry -- are fundamental to our ideal vision of Maine and "quality of life." Even in
Southern Maine the loss of an accessible rural land and recreational base has raised
questions about the region's overall capacity to absorb further growth.

In the rural northern, eastern and western parts of the state where traditional
resource industries are considered viable, strong sentiment was expressed for preserving




the rural way of life by focusing economic development on resource based products
including nontraditional resource uses such as cranberry and aquaculture development,
tourism, and biomass fuel harvesting. In Caribou and Machias there was considerable
support for resource base diversification and secondary processing initiatives, tourism and
recreational development. In the remaining rural pockets of central Maine, where the
continued viability of traditional resource industries is in doubt, speakers advocated a
protectionist strategy for the resources and infrastructures that support farming, fishing and
forestry.

A more generalized strategy of environmental and resource protection was a
common theme throughout the state, particularly with reference to water supplies and open
space. Recreational access was important statewide. Speakers in Aroostook County
warned that unlimited vehicular access would result in the destruction of wilderness areas
while residents of central and western Maine advocated further development of rivers for
recreational use. Forest practices, focused on clearcutting, received considerable attention
not only in Farmington and Caribou but also in Rockland, Bangor and Portland. As with
growth, positions were split between those who wished to ban the practice and others who
saw the technique as useful if regulated under sustainable yield guidelines.

Regionalism

The need for improved regional management was cited as a top tier issue in each of
the Commission's seven hearings. Participants cited weaknesses in the current county
government system which, although the natural seat of regional government, is generally
considered unequal to the task. It was pointed out that county lines no longer relate to
economic or demographic regions making effective regional management improbable.
Regional Planning Commissions, on the other hand, represent voluntary associations of
towns and lack any governmental authority to raise revenue or to impose solutions.

Although there was no consensus among participants as to any specific regional
restructuring, participants generally favored some new institutional arrangement which
would incorporate natural and human resource management, inter-region coordination of
economic and other development initiatives and improved regional data bases, information
sharing and informational flows with state government. Concerns expressed about a new
regional authority included the cost of staffing, as well as the perceived loss of local
autonomy and personal freedom which might accompany more efficient regional
management.

Regionalism appeared among the top five issue areas at Farmington and Machias
and dominated discussion as the top issue in Portland. In Bangor, regional management
was considered a low priority issue.



Second Tier Issues

Second tier issues, while given a lower priority statewide in hearing discussions,
were often regionally important. Transportation related issues were in the regional top tiers
at Farmington, Waterville and Rockland, while the burden and structure of the property tax
system also reached into the top concerns at Farmington. This section reviews the second
tier issues in order of their statewide ranking.

Top Issues By Region

Farmington Waterville Bangor Caribou
Growth Education Education Economic Base
Education Workplace Workplace Education
Economic Base Transportation Resource Use Resource Use
Resource Use Resource Use Growth Workplace
Regionalism
Property Tax
Transportation
Rockland Machias Portland
Growth Growth Regionalism
Economic Base Economic Base Education
Transportation Resource Use

Transportation

Transportation issues tended to be very specific and related to particular regional
requirements. The premier role of good roads, and especially good four lane roads, in
economic development was widely acknowledged. On this basis, the preponderance of
sentiment in most of rural Maine favored improving key roads and economic corridors in
their areas. A small constituency in western Maine also recognized that population growth
also tends to follow good roads and, for that reason, saw highway improvement as a threat
to the region's rural quality of life. Each region favored specific highway projects related
to both present and future population and economic needs.

Other forms of transportation were also highlighted at individual hearings. A
regional airport serving Augusta-Waterville was seen as essential for local economic
growth. The preservation of the state's rail infrastructure and abandoned roadbeds drew
comment at Waterville, Machias and Rockland. Development of efficient and flexible mass
transit systems in the face of an aging population base was seen as essential for continued
access to mobility in Rockland and Portland.



Affordable Housing

Participants at each hearing cited the lack of affordable housing as an outgrowth of
reduced federal support for elderly and low-income housing as well as inflated land and
housing values resulting from the state's unprecedented growth and land boom.

Suggested solutions generally followed the recently completed recommendations of
the Governor's Task Force on Affordable Housing that emphasize joint public-private
housing ventures, density incentives to private builders and revenue sharing incentives to
towns and the formation of non-profit community housing corporations. Land trusts were
suggested in Portland, Rockland and Machias; speculation taxes on land in Machias and
Farmington.

A number of other problems were included with affordable housing in some
regions. In Portland and Machias, the focus was on affordable housing near the workplace
-- within commuting distance in Portland and on the coast in Machias. In Rockland, the
problem of displacement of long-time residents who cannot afford rising property taxes and
the middle income elderly who may lose their independence after illness drew the most
comment.

Property Taxation

Discussions focused on the property tax in all regions but were of particular
concern in Farmington, Portland, Bangor and Rockland. While increasing demands for
services and infrastructure expansions were seen as contributing to rising property taxes in
growth towns, the state's role in exacerbating the problem drew considerable comment. A
loss of local control over mill rates was seen as arising from the statewide redistribution of
income from wealthier to poorer towns through the reduction of revenue sharing funds as
town valuations rise. Unfunded state mandates for landfill closings and education reform
were especially unpopular. The long term security of school financing was considered
questionable in view of the increasing share of local budgets spent on the schools, the rate
of increase in local tax bills and the aging of the Maine population.

Farmers and the elderly were cited as candidates for special property tax relief. A
desire to shift a greater share of the total tax bill onto seasonal home owners surfaced in
Farmington and Machias. A shift to user fees and a closer match between specific taxes
and the services they fund had supporters in Portland and Bangor. Proposed solutions
included local option taxes on incomes, retail sales and services, Homestead relief which
cuts rates by half for primary residences while doubling the mill rate on all other property,
and regional systems of tax and revenue sharing.

Health Care

Maine's health care system was described as fragmenting under the pressure of
rising costs. Rural hospitals, long term nursing care and home health care were described
as threatened with extinction under cost control programs of the State, the Federal Medicare
system and private insurers.



Waste Management

Speakers throughout the state were concerned about the financial and environmental
costs of solid waste disposal. Disposal costs may match education costs in municipal
budgets by the 1990's, according to one estimate, implying a 60 to 70 percent increase in
local revenue requirements. Testimony focused on long term solutions rather than the near
term need for incineration and secure ash landfills. Source reduction and recycling were
seen as the cheapest long run options, while the need for materials bans and the lack of
recycling markets for up to 70 percent of the present waste stream were considered major
obstacles to instituting these solutions. State leadership in identifying or even organizing
recycling markets was believed to be essential.

Aging Population

The fundamental demographic shift in the age structure of the population was
widely recognized throughout the state, but the scope of this shift may be so vast that few
speakers were prepared to fully grasp the implications. While the need for an expanded
health care system, twenty years out, was generally considered to be inevitable, the current
problems of financing and reorganization within the system overshadowed longer term
considerations. The emerging structural problem of more aging consumers and fewer
young producers was also noted as a general trend to be monitored. The recognition that
elderly people represent untapped resources within their communities rather than burdens
may develop over time into increasing emphasis on improved quality of life for the elderly
and the expansion of productive opportunities in retirement.

Structuring Solutions

The preceding discussion, not unlike the hearings themselves, has focused on issues,
rather than solutions. Where strategies were offered, however, consistent themes emerged:
Regions look to state government for the leadership functions of problem identification,
guideline development, financing and technical assistance, but prefer to craft localized
solutions unencumbered by top-down mandates and inflexible regulations. The preferred
route to problem solving is by building on the capacity of local institutions with training,
advice and financing, and turning to state level legislation only if local institutions fail.

Speakers throughout the state expressed a high opinion of public-private
partnerships to achieve socially productive goals as well as an appreciation for purely
private initiatives in areas like land trust formation, affordable housing development and
educational improvement. The quality of leadership in Maine, however, brought equally
widespread expressions of doubt. Leaders at all levels of government were considered
unable to get out in front of difficult issues to generate support for action before problems
become acute. Waste and growth management, education and property tax reform were all
cited as having generated reactive solutions in a crisis atmosphere rather than proactive
planning at times when a greater choice of options was available. A decline in citizen
participation in self government was also cited although participants attributed the decline to
increasing time pressures on the two-income family and the growing complexity of
government rather than disinterest or disillusionment.



Conclusion

The preceding, as mentioned earlier, is a cursory summary of issues raised at seven
public hearings throughout the state. The issues and accompanying implications are not
examined in depth here and should be viewed accordingly. This report should, however,
outline generally a commonalty of themes across Maine as well as identify those issues
unique to specific regions.
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Machias

John Ahlin
University of Maine

Cooperative Extension Service

Jim Doyle
Eastport Port Authority

Reinald Nielson
Whiting, Maine

Ed Blackmore

Maine Lobstermen's Assn.

Fred Reynolds
U of Maine at Machias

Brian Beal

U of Maine at Machias
Caribou

James Baressi

Northern Maine RPC

Louis Bone
Town of Houlton

Dr. Wayne Mowatt
MSAD #24

Ray Hews
R.D. Hews & Assocaites

Don Tardie
J. Paul Levesque & Sons

Stephen Farnum
Senior Spectrum

Dave Peterson
Aroostook Medical Center

October 4, 1988

Sandra Prescott
Washington-Hancock
Community Agency

Tom Duym
Washington County VTI

Nick Greer
Washington County RPC

Ron Brand
UM Coop Extension Service

Alan Brooks
Quoddy Region Land Trust

October 13, 1988

Robert Soucy
Fort Kent, Maine

Tim Crowley
Northern Maine VTI

Phil Sullivan
Irving Forest Products

J. Paul LeBlanc
Maine Potato Board

Brian Thibeau
Aroostook Co. Actoun Program

Lee Miles
Cary Medical Center

Mitch Lansky
Whytopitlock, Maine



Rockland
Kathy Smith
City of Rockland

Pat Jennings
Eastern Midcoast RPC

Alan Fernald
Down East Magazine

Jack Williams, Sr.
Knox Semiconductor

Ron Philips
Coastal Enterprises, Inc.

Don Green
City of Rockland

Dana Totman

Coastal Economic Development

Don Grant
Town of Searsport

Douglas Fredericks
MSAD #5
Waterville

Mark Johnson
Fleet Bank

Duke Albanese
MSAD #47

Harry Faust
Waterville, Maine

Paul Mitchell
GHM Agency

Elery Keene
Northern Kennebec RPC

Barbara Woodlee
Kennebec Valley VTI

October 20, 1988

Dawn Genes
Time and Tides RC&D

John Fosket

The Camden Conference

Bill Terry
Town of Montville

Capt. Stetson Hills
Maineport Council

Mike Bush
Eastern Me. Development Corp.

Chris Legore
UM Midcoast Learning Ctr.

Murtel Scott
Senior Spectrum

Chuck Baker
Coastal Transportation

Peter Wintle
Midcoast Human Resources Cncl.

October 26, 1988

Charles Conley
Central Maine Labor Council

Ray Richard
Kennebec Valley CAP

David Bernier
City of Waterville

Richard Larochelle
Irving Tanning Co.

William Spolyar
Mid-Maine Medical Center

Joseph Ezhaya
Comm. on Waterville's Future



Frank Harding
Comm. on Waterville's Future

Ann Beverage
City of Waterville

William Cotter
Colby College

Rep. Ruth Joseph
Waterville, Maine

Bangor

Gordon Manuel
Great Northern Paper Co.

Tom Sawyer
Sawyer Environmental Recovery

Robert W. Foster
R.H. Foster, Inc.

Jean Dieghan
Winslow Investment Co.

Robert W. Brandow
Eastern Maine Medical Center

William Beardsley
Husson College

Charles O'Leary
Maine AFL-CIO

Steve Thornburg
Eastern Maine VTI

Herb Gilsdorf
City of Ellsworth

Madeline Freeman

Eastern Maine Task Force on Aging

Debra Halm
Senior Spectrum

Andre Pied
Skowhegan High School

Paul Jacques
Waterville Housing Authority

Henry Magnuson
Paper Industry Information Office

November 1, 1988

Edward McKeon
City of Bangor

Scotty Stowell
Bangor Chamber of Commerce

G. Clifton Eames
N.H. Bragg & Sons

Edward Barrett
City of Bangor

Marie Baker
Town of Hampden

Michael Aube
Eastern Maine Development Corp.

John Hauptman
Acadia National Park

Charpes Newton
Penquis CAP

John Hansen
UM Bureau of Labor Education



Farmington

James Bowse
Franklin Hospital

Warren Cook
Sugarloaf Mountain Corp.

John Jaworski
Androscoggin Valley COG

Bob Kimber
Town of Temple

Tom McAllister
Saddleback Mountain

Peter Webber
Sugarloaf Mountain Corp.

Rev. Scott Planting
Farmington, Maine

Mark Sullivan
Western Mountains Alliance

Portland

Michael McGovern
Town of Cape Elizabeth

Roxane Cole
Ram Harnden, Inc,

William Richards
Vision 2000

Paul Haskell
Alfred Shelter

David Sweet
Kennebunk-Wells Water District

November 10, 1988

Dana Bradley
Town of Farmington

John Durham
Franklin Savings Bank

Preston Jordan
Town of Carrabassett

Evelyn McAllister
Rangeley Chamber of Commerce

Eloise Moreau
Senior Spectrum

Charles Noonan
Town of Jay

Dr. Lawson Rutherford
MSAD #9

November 15, 1988

Katherine Buiteweg
Northeast Management

Pamela Plumb
City of Portland

Fred Thompson
WCSH-TV

Fred Nutter
WCSH-TV

Tom Wood
Maine Coast Heritage Trust
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“If the State of Maine decrdes the

solution to the state’s solid waste
problem is Washington County, then
it’s insurrection tune,” said, Cook.
“All we've got here is our env1ron-'
ment ”

. State Rep.*James R. Coles (D-
Harpswel.l), a commission member, -
is also a member of the Joint Stand-
ing Committee , on Energy andi

{ Natural, Resources and , was’ a¥
[ member of the study committee that
developed the state plan that calls for

61 percent of Maine's solldw 2 tﬂ,
be lnclnereted by 1090375
hip; 30 1s: the roptm

"“w

o .;of social an cultural"e

e
AS Cole“s'%ttempted
lt,Washmgfon Cotinty,

redistrlbutlon' of cash rather, fhani'a

redlstrlbutlon of ash "rsaid. Doyl

“This administration pledged to help,

us out of ‘being the sec%nd Maineé- and
t

"ﬁthr

AR

l_1t1ca We won't let you do this ¢

state$’ no’ transportation. for
' Pu§:l_adx and gentlemen. A

-recelved $2 milll

¢ - done
before flymg out of the. area last week.
aftér the Governor’s “Capltal for a;
Day” program had been to aslgho
much 1 mofney Eastport needed toim:

ove: it’s runway. "1
e only time we see state oo
o ficials déwn here is durmg .dog and

“ha
; economy, not a serv1ce economy, and i
. it takes an eriormous amount of land ¢ .

m.!’ SN AR

tlon that wheﬁ' 0
! tees are formed, pléase niake an ef- |
l fort to get representatwes from all
. parts of the state,” said Hmson.‘l
Much of the evenmg Seéssion was

Uppox: ‘tl_l‘é saxjhetyype’\
nment &

© 1g people fr
eavmg in order to ﬁnd employment S
on that .

- Burgess said he isthe only one and

* Anderson’ explained that 20 of the- ;
members had been appointed by the, |

Govemor and 20 b the Leglslature‘ 1

l
i

o devoted to concems wnth the state s |
“Tole | in preservmg "coastal accessand |
l the “state’s ‘résourced for' native :

Mamers After approxrmately two

hours, a Woman rose‘and told the

"commission that she and her hus-:

" band, who had been srttmg quietly
throughout the’ dlSCUSSlOl’l, were
b “from away e :
D We've, been-,afrard to speak
! because we re from away," she said.
lf ' “We've been’ commg to Maine for
vacatlons for 13 years from Indiana
i-and we just ptirchased land on Cam-
\ pobello. I'd like to suggest that you
b ' determine how, best you can utilize
people from away.” We’d dd’ much
more for Maine than we'd do for In-
,diana.}’ ; :
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Ch
4 MAine’s future must;?sclud
educatfon, joby retrammg ‘afd’a’s fe.
¢léan'environment, ‘Aréostoo Unty.#
residénts and officials’fold’ u{q, h}a
mission on, Maine's Future Thhréda :
during’ tw - it the

%i({ th? C&Q(mlssmn was.y bé

"t In’ ‘one* of sevew Statew def s ps Solve. todam o problem & Qp
2 f )
lem

conm'mission "members' he
testimony from’ d cross-section’of nor.
thern: Maine’s population.: fte
noon session was attended by & avarie
ty of municipal and industry’leade
, representing intérests ag, varied a!
l health :care. and' thejy elderly
agnculture and orgamzed labomv

Quﬁity ducatlon : % :
’ 5 16t ﬁEU :,T,he\ X i
Eg dﬁﬁng"wth °§@r3§o‘§f sesgll(?n%gﬁ&g%‘“ ea Agency on Aging sald
Tied into the discussxonwas job train ; nihg programs; should;. be]

it a y.“targeted to. oldér citizens.
g and r i g fjor ‘all sectors’ o Hat'as the bopulation’ ages

{ soc1ety h it ole’;

Horsaid.
gradua ¢ pro- ‘elderly sople will play 4

nor em Mame' as. nofed thefu lire labor force

., gram,
. ;by Paula Fowler-Kilby of the Univer
"sity of Maxne-Presque Isle; who sai
the public needs to be e educated on th
“quality” educatxon a

to the
general public; was sparsely attend-
‘ ed, but lasted three hours as com mis-’?
| sion” members’ asked’ questlo
\ sought advice from the audlen

“Our task is to develop a; vxsxo s
| series of visions for Mame’s fufure
‘ that j reflects the pnontnes an galues

"of Maine citizens,” said
Anderson, chairman o£ the comgnis

. every evel
; ’\1; é{ﬁ ]e’e

'predlcted"‘the technologles i§ 'where

” 2
rowth;wrll ¢ome firom.g " ’agdl'ng .

) h rxty" of elderly c1t1zens aren
problem. “They’ re 3 resource.’}:
Dw1ght Stickles “of = Caribot,\ a" destmy,” offered Mame Publlc Se

veteran industrial arts teacher for the:} vice Co. Vice Preésident Fred Bustar

Fort Fairfield school' system; spoke . On the environment he said,-“There is; tion - andy, business’ should . contmue

; during the evening hearing’ al;out a-d limited impact we can have on the;; working' together. for; economic '

\‘reduced work ethic . in today s environment! have to hmlt thatr development She: cited: the univers#

' students. “The work ethic: is; lower 1mpact : ;s.sxtys new economlc development

\] than 15 or 20 years ago. The genera-" s

; tlon of parents that are sending their

" f,‘;‘t drt%x; t°sfﬁg‘;‘,’,‘t§‘ avjeog worl;fémf{ for the future We ve been Iookmg m the r ar mirror and not out ther
themselves,” he said, - L : Leoon ; -

“That has to be turned around with ’

. education and community,}’ he’ con-
tinued. ‘‘Attitude is the problem. It’
not a mental problem.’” =

Quality of life. *'State- Sen. Donald F . Collins™ of “center as’ a resource that' will link -

)" Some people "expressed ' fear. that _Caribou, addressmg the commission “educational institutions: w1th§

. the quality of life in Arcostook County’ during the' Bate 'session, noted that *'developers* as the néed- for, slnlled
could be compr omised in the future l.f the city of Portland was named in a° workers becornes even more pressmg
the region's natural resources and en- “study released Thursday as one of the 1n the future. " -
vironment are exploited, ", ' top* 100 “most stress ul” c1t1es 1n * Ray Hews, a Presque Isle busmess (

"Citizens agreed - northern Mame Amerlca o and ‘agrlculture consul'tantbsald there.-*
needs continued business growth; but - “I’ don’t thmk northern Mame is - is a ‘‘continued move for } usiness to .

. not an avalanche that would bury the : anxious to be 1dent1f1ed asa stressful move to northern Malng tbut lack g(
beauty and quallty ot‘ the land and place tolive,” hesaid. labor wﬁlbeaproblem

?waters SRS Another cltlzen offered “The S (Continued on page 3)
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&% Economic’ developmen i~
Fowler-Kllby of UMPI said educa- -

.

: e Wayne Mowatf
BRI SR r o SAD 24 Supermtendanf

/.

/
37
O‘"‘/




ate W

:i':{'g;i Graetting
Wi East ﬁureau

(\ivho attendeddal’)plgblﬂ% hé\gﬂ i i
ay sponsore e Com
Mames I“*‘fﬂtunﬁgﬁ discussed%egera :
i key issues = unbridled gevelo
: ment; bad (bAdd aid i a6k
. — that ‘they believed would have an’|
t impact, on Washington County;and«
\ Maing in th%v'next 20 years, hq

¢ lic héaring Was thef rst of sevell 7
. gional public hearings to bé Held i
: Maine,
. “We are; here to Eathem grm
' tion and to ask each,of yoll_

, develop'a vision or serieg of vi §lorlg g
* for Maitie’s future' that” really«’ffél I

‘ flecttgtthe vafhlz\zs, prlorltles1 and ex&
+ pectations of Maine's people,’ 'sai
! Annette Ross Andersor, chairnilan of | 1,
' the Comihission on-Maine's Futuré!

{andfill g

[
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. gl i S e

i The, cgmmxssxonhwl\als estaigllshléd*
" in 1987 by. the 113th-Main Bislay:
i turel<1 y en a des?rable and
[ feasib ¢ dadcrip on of thé state's fi-*

| ture, including an integrated and,

A
1 pro§resaiw plan for, reaching! t.heL ;\‘ 'Last year. lienob cof, Energy Re-.;
1

.goa

s coptained in that descnptldn— e
: In a, prépared: release, the, dom
" mission said it had séveral g estio |
' that were “‘fundamental to the deve]
opment. of; a long-terin; vision/and)
 strategic plan for Maine,” ()43
+ @ What do we cherish mos£ %
- Maine and wish to preserve What,
 would we change? sois il !l(} }nJ
e What is the collectlve wsnon of |

7 Mam ple for our state’s, fu
at trends or events e gie ég
‘or threaten this ‘vision?- LR

. @ What is our mdmdual apq col-,
lectiye capacity to antlcxpate and

;‘ spond td'change? *' "t HILE Sy 1‘

i@ How might wé enhance otir ¢&

'pacity.to manage change ‘and, shapm‘

the futura?u ooy dayaty

pldly changmg economic ahd So¢ia
order: in Maine are' profoundly afi
fecting every aspect of life in our
'state,. Understanding. how“ these,
trends will affect ourse vés our fam-"
ilies and our {nstitutions is'eritlcal if
we wish to'preserve what is tniquely’
Maine while seeking the most secure;:
and prosFe:ous future. possxble for, A
" all our citizend,” the reléase stated.”
' Nathan Pennell, director of the
Washington County Soil and, Water,
- Conservation District, told the gom
‘mission, that, clean wate ap&"
planned'‘ growth were' critiéal’ ta~
. Washington County's futuite; *THere
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- “Technological advances anda rai -

‘to do,\ e qukyi
?.have
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"4 fand our, economy, an@ we ate goingy . -
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can'’ CQntmue Py
1 boom thatWe hiive,

3heved that therg
Vsupply ‘of cléa
:1County 'He said“t
was an abunddnt stpplytof
limited a

plan‘gf p tic
“5'The diréctor” Safdy
"would need help from its neighbors. -

mused as a disposal site for ash ro-(,,!

:w RAREAT SR NEY

lan
"‘ of the landfill i§ adjacent to thé Mo-
i Fang aquifer,'a water source that "
‘m deds inta the Machias river..: i <. ernor and the Legislature sometxm

.>g;

e Bangor Dauy Newé;PThUrsday’ October e 1988 sfaf“
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ure here
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m the southern ang central half ofr. Counigdate back to the 1940s, not the

gsttagé thb pgo éaggggtaqgléeﬂn ! "i‘c 18; Malh ﬁ”ﬂigélway De:
sterh Washing unty. ; partme omesap and lays just? -
! that it'was not Ioglcal to turn Was “an mchnor 2 of hot! tog and th)(nk]s it}

will take care of the trucks. .

= Colity wereastatév‘}ide Daneady
~ ment;" “Our roads in. Washington!

ington Count,ly; into'a large dumpin
vgromnd fof'ash fromi 4 ‘waste inciners? b réason Wé don’t havé 4 lot of i mcom ‘
7ator in Orrington and jeopardize the . coming into Washington Couinty - s

future of the county 8, clean Water;‘a& becquse usinesses won't come here 'V
bécalise offourroa s,,, . Route 9isant
covery Facili mngto sought , exam €ofa road.
a roval from’ the Dé t;L'gnt “of il g lidﬂg 905%’
vironmentalt Protection t0" con
struct a landfill in Township : 30 ta be.s,

v Bangor,hhe saidii. s

4" Other Key issues identified at thei
duced when trash was, burnié public héaring Were unbridled develje:
PERF's Orrin%ton facility: Pennen {I* opment, éscalating land costs, affor4
has been vocal in hig opposition to3. 3 dabéa( tio housing ¢ and jj . thei¥
the proposed, landfill because of thef)gt ] effectlvenessm, ofy, publ;cj:b
pofg:x:t;al; IacfverS*'ﬁ‘t lmPaCt ‘on,ﬂu}w 'eflzg?itggon said that the: com;i
ounty’s cleari water. #351
: county’s sk adb ol "ﬂmiSsiQx‘f would take the informatnon%»,

nents, of the’ ?ro ed secure‘e 7 gathered at its seven regional publi
11 haye mamta

that the'site ™. gearmgs,, develop some; strategm» ,
““and present those strateg ies on the: fj
{44

state’s future to the public; the gov:

;*Henry; Dowllng Of Whltneyvﬂ]e'_; next year{x > 5'n” ;r ruoj “1

Number9ls .
‘and if ‘yoif dare fofs. .
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Cp\RlBOU Tbeiralmng and re-
tidining of. residents in Aroostonk
Couzty to prepare them for fulure
jolm. economic growth, the protec-
tlon of natura} resources, transpor-
lalxn. recrealion and tourism s ere

expressed during sessions

h& in Can by Lhe Commxssm
o Maine’s Fulure.

MIsSicn repfesenta

..

lives heard L?llmo:;y from Canbc!)u
High School pupils, community
leagders and lhg gu blic about their
visions for the county in the next 20
years. The 40-member commission
was created by the Mame Legisla-
ture in 1947,

The Caribou meeung~ were sece
ood in a series of seyen to be held

lhrou@oul lhe stale L§ soiicit region-

PRNENIE

al views of priorities. expecumons
and values for the future,

Annette Anderson. chairman of
the commission, said that every re-
gion deserves the opportuni ng'
prosper in the years ahead and the
commission wanted to see that
Aroostook County is nol excluded,

Aroostook Coualy commission
members are James Carter of Wash-
burn, Rep. Carolyn Mahany (' Eas-
ton and Roland Burns of Fort Kent.

A majorily of the high school pu-

\ts’ concerns for future run the gamut

- would
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Is who spoke said they |
Eavetbe‘apxq:alﬂugra M:
would stay if hi jn!sand“

more leisure'a recm
ties were available,
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munity leacgfm in %‘flgm&m
tion, a ture a care,’
cmcengnnlocused on the mechanics
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fundi

See (X)NCER:\'S P Page u

'.

-

G

1of20)5% o 3

Cem i

,fnshlng

_ topxcs raised, she predicted."

A 3.

@F
missic
b «1

@mé'g” Fui'u re."{;;
i .,l- tm y;

s

A state commlttee studymg t
the path.Maine should take in- 1
the future is scheduled for 6 p.m.
(Thursda¥y){ at i the Rockland
Commumty Buxldmg" Hom s

:The” meetmg of’ the Com-* i
mlsswm on, Mame s Future is |
holdmg the ‘public. hearmg to 1
gain oplmons from resuien onJ
awiderangeof issues. '~ “i3i5 )

‘of particular. interest is Mid- -
coast residents’. obmions about -
the unpact tourlsm and popula--
tion increases have had on natu- -
ral resource 1ndustr1es such as
c‘o,,mmlssmng
ghaxrwomaédxffAnnetté Rosst An-;é'
ersonstatedinan _MSI:e lease,’

Z{Routei. traif?c‘a{z;%wthefisl‘ b F .
future are also expected to

Durmg the‘ afterpoon the
commission” w1ll’rheet in~
formally with reglonal transpor- .
tation planners; économic’dev- -
elopment off1c1 Is, human
services 'representatives,” flSh-%;‘
eries representatives and other
commumty leaders‘* R

“Most 1mportant however is;.
the vision that-Maine’ resxdents,gﬂ
have for our state 20 years from ¢
now,’” the chairwoman stated.

ThlS is the third in a series of

" seven public hearmgs conducted

across the state:”

R T R AN

-~The community. bulldmg, also

known as recreation center, is
located at the mtersection of
Umon and leerock streets
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"Concems for future run the gamut B

@ frompage?
said schools and businesses as \l'tll
as mansgemcent and labor nheed to
work closely Llogether for economic
growth; institutional competition for
the sameavaxlablefundmg maybea
proklem,

At the public hearing Thursday
evening, participants talked about
balancing a need for ecowomic
growth without losing the *“‘flavor of
rural Aroostook County with its tra.
ditional values,” Conscious and
comprehensive planning toward that
end was needed. commission
members said.

- o(herrwnddmeeungstoreuave-

nL: ]

plants. ]

A [ree Lre wes toem !

as o significart dissdvantage 1o ,
northern Maine in the Iurestry and

agriculture sectors. Ve |
The commission plans Lo hold an

wood4

blic input in the seven regions be-”
ore makl final recommendations
ture in lhemld me.

°
o - . b

A major wn&e .
northern part of count nd an -’
easl-west highway would help lm-

prove tourism and commerce, resi
dents said.

Concerns also were raised about

. the lack of skilled workers for Jocal

businesses, the hlfh cost of doing
busliuess for small and medium-

sized enlerprises and preser\mbou
of northern Maine forests.

. Fears were expro:sed aloul com- °
mercial clearculting practices that

dama
ceiv
ests lo

e walershed basins and a per-

fuel “six proposed

overcutting of Maine's for-
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Concerns Aired
For State Commission
Studying Maine Future

b_\'Stcphe"n Betts
Staff Writer

The Midcoast is an area
steeped in natural beauty but
experiencing a growing crisis in
health care and affordable hous-
ing. especially for its elderly.

Such was the picture painted
for the Comimission on Maine's
Future during a public hearing
held Thursday evening at the
Rockland Community Building,
Fifteen people attended at
various times during the even-
ing.

The committee was formed in
1987 at the direction'of the Maine
State Legislature and consists of
10 members from the private
and public sector. The commit-
tee is scheduled to present a
report to the Legislature next
yvear on the direction Maine
should take and offer strategies
toreach those goals.

The Rockland hearing was the ‘

third of seven to be held across
tha state,

The growing shortage of af-
fordable health care and hous-
ing dominated the first 90
minutes of the hearing as repre-
sentatives of the elderly

addressed the eight commission -

membersin atlendance.

Joyce Chamiplin, a former
Rockland City Councilor and
now a member of the Relired
Senior Volunteers, said the el-
derly are facing problems in
paying for their property taxes.

Champlin noted that a re-
valuation of Rockland pro-
perties was recently completed
andtaxesarerising,

“Some are going to have a
hard time paying,” Champlin
noted.

Funice Anderson, director of
the Retired Senior Volunteers,
said many elderly people now
face homelessness because of
the taxes brought on by sky-
rocketing land prices.

She said a flexible tax base is
needed for property owners over
60 years old.

Peggy Haynes, executive
director for the Methodist Con-
ference Homne, cited a shortage
of housing for the elderly and
stressed that current guidelines
for congregate housing projects
like the Methodist Home limit
residents to the very low in-
come. Haynes said those people
who “did all the right things’’ by
saving for retirement are not
eligible because their incornes
are slightly too high yet they
need the minimal services, such
as housekeeping, that are of-
fered in the congregate setting.

Haynes said the Methodist
Home regularly turns away
people strictly for reasons of
income eligibility. In addition,
the Home has a waiting list for
eligible people.

She also warned about the
health -care crunch that has
developed.

‘“‘Patients are being dis-
charged quicker and sicker,”
Haynes said.

She said this  situation has
developed because hospitals
such as Penohscot Bay Medical
Center limit their in-patient
services to acute care and those
who need a few extra days “‘lo
get on their feet’’ are dis-
charged, Haynes said there is
often no place [or these people to
get the care they need.

(Continued on Page Two)

Concerns Aired

(Continued from Page One)

She said the home health care
seryices are being used to their
limit.

“It’s a real crisis and its
frightening,” she said. ‘‘People
are going home without the
support services in place.”

A staff member for the Com-
mission noted that the two areas
of concern cited by the people,
health care and housing, are two
that used to be more heavily
covered by the federal govern-
ment.



&

areipgpple
% Tie overw

N

% me pe j)l ' bléito. them because, of man a ; s
issu sthat‘alre * income guidelines. Péople Wwhé wor .3‘4 EleanonLWard f;rst;_ elgctw mat; .
\fut U \ e f;al ghexrgllves, sav6 mogeﬁ anq buxl E)%‘ from Unity, pomted ouf, the_dxfflcuh 13

“d retirement fund; are unable o find# d",; i

\ ‘14731 5

\ hearing mcludingl‘ a coUple who had
\ moved to Round: Pond from Massas
t

‘;{ - Jgyce Champlin, also a volunteer,
?

¥ health costs were of major:co
. totle elderly. Shé‘ sgxd the news that”

agoniCer ,en
Co, at Thomaston wa§ _recenu
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omgs, and that rising health care '*,_wnh service fees and expensés;
costy were preventing some elderly -~ An: ~indication of how. the elder
pulatlon was growing in the area

 chugetts) a former resxdent who a

I r
A

: e whip- P
ing, boy of most pubhc offxcxals, the
Manne> Department, of’ Eg,vxrorx-,>
216,;}nentz:ll Protectlon A’She c;omplamed
that regulations bemg 1mposecf was '
“‘.placmg a.burden on. taxpayers.. It
'will cost up to $200,000 to close the i

*tg n’s landfill; shesgid 2 ¢

froms getting adequate care, espe- -

cially after being dlscharged from aynes xfeporte tt}ha@ the Meals d:) ,._«They won 't let us bukn ?

the .,.,B,.ta] A Me,e;s %rogram ad.£x equ 5 ror 0 take, care of two ofhgg towﬁs whg';..f
Anderson projéct directo als irf one year; She said many offeil’ > ‘could: birit and, We-didn’t, have. |

of t tired Semor Volunteer Pr > elderly were, hvmg alone andy ‘

ny t;mes, unable tg’suitably car

gram in Knox Cotinty; told thé com
Espec:ally affec bed)

mission that, “‘A great many, of ou
- eld@ly sg{(ll be;thg ﬁomele soft the ) "'discharged fmm
+ future, § yrocketmg and’ cos arex Whe ’they no longér. ey

P |
uire acute“care, but who still are’:
nablé'to” care for themselv
M 'fili "'I‘homa's”‘of' Westbrook
“of. Rockland, presented

for@ng people”out of; their, hol
“Shesadvocated: thatgga‘ fle{;nbg ta
basg f or,l.hose oldgr than 60 be estab-
lished. Gtheryise's ;l'x; (},(ll?
nable

ye

olated With that closmgr,f i+
Ward §ald she had tried to'get elp
“but, was' told; there’ was no_mioney:;

ﬁf,"ks‘fgl be wntten report to the o _avallablé Coles offered to. help the:

Aaderson aid th: “mission on his views on the" 1? lety o eal with the state dDEP 2

Ed prop rty valu? nd trends for the future; He ¢ Anderson-Ross| said; that during
had- riven up, land’ _mended against development of rails: . aftern .e._Thursday- (

iy e fmssxon et with several Tocal ; area

“roads: becauseé frucks coiil
transport cargo for half the pnce ,H
warned against the continued prolif.
 eration’and control of, mdjor indus

municipal:officials’ and. agency:
heads ‘The big issue thh them also.;
“wasaffordable housing, shé said.:’
"Other’ topics discussed jncluded en-.
rgy needs and transportaﬁ‘_ . '

nikeases, (o more than 200 perce
of ;Qevmus values.”

‘worer, said 1 that.hn i taxes and high:

Sy s



"t‘ uﬁ‘ }bo Whatt rtnighht hap-;

swyou want t6;ha pe ;
an&'ﬁw} %m \,:rlgn 0 Ign‘ake xthappem T '
o shxall task: anid;those of s Who have trbii-i
ble predlctmg what’s for breakfast mxght gulp
once or twice, when'asked to tackle issues like
Mame S agmg pulatlon and “‘increased t1
ffic c(mgestlon nd. [ rad?ds f crltlcal

source areas!”’ g@;

Well’~£ lt can be
1977 3 B
‘;4 ‘Imme ateI ollowing: the opemn
‘marks rey, Af@f Kiny reqilested
the’ full; assembly; divide ‘itself; intg; four!

‘morning subgroups, Sheé mformed the partici-::
pants that they Were free to join' tbe group.of |
their{choice. - E4ch; participant in" the: sub: i
‘grotps was asked torespond by questionnaire
to the probablbty'and desirability of 20 pOSSr-“ ‘
ble future events'that might transpire: in, thef
Greater Waterville Area: by the year 2000, 5 |
. Last year, the. Legxslature established an-'
0 er Commxsswn on Maine’s Future to- get a
handle on how, we all Want, the state to be'in’
the 21st century. The Watérville Future's Day
is one of as many ag eight such days to be Held !
m coming weeks AR A
~The idead is.to’ geta feel for what th e gen
al publicthinks, is' important; presumably to”
4void misunderstandings and end"upwith a
future that is’ not what peoplé wante ‘atall,,
Eyent One; The state and private | busmess ‘
. ;yrll enter ‘into'4 Coop: ratrve partners p‘for
( ecanomm deveiopment SR
“'In responsé fo" this’ tentia] futiiré event
\ the respondents felt that this‘was both a desir-
“able‘and: probablé’ future, event. Moré than”
 half the group’ found it desrrab]e, whilé. sixty,
percent thought it to be’probable; However::
.more than two-thirds. of the political subgroup. |
.and three, fourths, of the somal sze subgroup !
g‘ound the event to be'desirable;
I anybody can get a handle’ on ‘the future a
and presérve The Quahty of Lifé, these hand- i
‘ ‘picked experts'can. To help them do that, the. :
Commlsslorl on Watervﬂle s. Future will take {
.the Comrgxssron .on Maine’s Future to the rail-
/foad'yard, then'it’s on to the Two-cent Toll:
ridge and Fort Halifax for more tall‘about - _
The %uahty of Life, presumably as it relates :
10 the Kennebee River.. 7./ i

Ville:arg é’og the:, Iarge Jn st
Dajg %g? ﬁ?ﬁe'i«ﬁliﬁﬁ regr' n attra Ao thali
ot w PSR

!
and’ tools: pushed . o ‘
‘Shé; wears! gray:plastlc Wmter» boots, green!
woodsman's: pants\fsweaters ‘and shirts andz
}an ‘old Loridén Fog ramcoat liner;*= :
! 5.7AE night; as earlyas 5:30 p.mi. these ys,
"the burly gray-haired Peters puts a hood over:;
ther-head and climbs:.into-bed because: the~»
sleepmg bag, with: the cats piled on, 1s the onlyr {
“'warm place’y. S L
ER xThere is no heat at all and the temperature {

"in' the garage hds dropped to 20 degrees., . -
.. “Don’t think } don’t cry at night because I !
‘do Y Peters: -said,. . turning:. toward.. nearby :
vhouses ‘f‘Iﬂ see’ t.ho e chmmeys and I’m m
here AR

" A Tot:of people have trled to help Juamta
Peters over the past two months: The elderly
"owner of the garage has. driven hundreds of :
‘iles lookmg for a trq;ler lot.- Along with the
Winslow policé, a state social worker has got® .
“ten involved and there is housing available,
-but not. for 'strong-wﬂled old ‘woman w1th
,mne catsg: s SR

)

In the,

'colder ey ‘
. +So what's ‘the answe :
~It’'s‘a tough,questxon but-maybe the. Com-
Imssmn on Maine’s Future could think’about -
('lt, even, Just forya fewr‘mmutes after, dmnem
rmaybe over coffee. ' L n =
% They might even cons1der the fact that for
ﬁsome people the. Quality of: Life isn’t' worth-
“presérving, no matter how nice the view from
“the Two-cent Footbridge, that you‘can’t look
at téxe future without honestly cmg the pre~.;




Future will be meetmg at the
: Muskie,; Cente Wednesday -
Oct. 26, from 6-9 p.m. and is virtual
ly pleadmg with the C
up and speak out !
The Commission Seeks, i
fy issues; problems and opportuni
ties facing the state over the next20.:: { .o Upgradmg the umver51ty
years and figure, out how to handle  tem. There is.an absol de
l‘them. o "+ ,.ble ‘connection be - the'(
ERE Anyone concerned w1t publlc’ Tof a: state s’ hig

affairs ' should - have ‘ no’ pi'oblem;; tem”:

e

. q
"of 1if B4 pohth‘

coming up with'a short list of con
" and poor admmstratlon ave ham |

cerlis, "as'in the. followm%

- ¢ Solid waste dispos:  Not onl ' pered, the: Maine, cat y
does Maine have a problem with'; cently. has: the' Umver51ty~ systeml
‘what to do with its own garbage,.: demoristrated the will fo recover: If !
‘every night the ‘out-of-staters keep - it wants to lead, the people : should
‘trucking it 1nto places hke Nor-'f‘be prepared to follow;. " i v
'ridgewock,"’ 2 ;*7i 1 o Upgrading the infrastructure.

' oAffordable housmg Watervﬂle . Away, from the mterstate and the
stands ‘as a prime example of a  Turnpike; ‘Maine’s roads: and
creeping crisis. When the Hudson’s ~ bridges: are better suited: for: the:
‘Modern Apartments.:were closed, " 1950s than the 1980s; Route 1 has be-"
l.the best the city could do was place “come; one long Main’ Street Wlnch
tenants in motels, One source esti-'" every summer resembles a Califor
'mates the state!is 10sing 6, 000 low " nia freeway, unmoving. There still
income " units; arniually’ fo- high , is no good way. to motor. «east and.
priced develonment and “‘condomi*:, west in' this. state = nor. in:New-
niumization’ v of.. existing units.’. Hampshire and’ Vermiont, for that:
]There simply are. fewer pl aces for - ,matter 4 With® 4"200, 000 populatlon;_-'
 people of modest means tolive. - . ' growth.in" the past 30! years; we

~ o Water quality. In Greater Wasif “haven’t.. built ; a; ‘major hlghway‘.ﬂ
ltervule the - Chma Lake potable - since the Turnpike. ; ‘
source is Fettmg worse, suggesting: © - e A practical, enforceable Toan.
-the need for a multi- million dollar ‘program. for. Maine students.- The
filtration plant; new wells or both. . prime “feason’ many.:- bright ‘ high-

.~That may be, the txp of, the iceberg .. school graduates don’t go to college™

“as the waste dl lE)osal solutlons help is simply because they cannot af- -
pollute the aquifers.”, % “ford it.,Between tax credits and]
¢';’e Diminishing forest reserves It . 'bond programs, thxs problem ought
~‘doesnt seem possible out there in * to be. solyable, s "
wthe woods, but the - state S forest s As ' we' sai ,,t}us isa’ short hst
products industries are running out’ . We hHopé the public will take advan:i
“of, trees. They eaf th than  'tage of the Commission’s availabil-
ity andwxllmgness tolisten: A little.
Better ' salesmanship  fom: people with
ideas never | urt any government.,

all spac
and tougherr ‘laws " j

WIBR b




e B o

f Cltlzen“partlclpatlo
aking makes, th%world go round; But jist
as a commission; studymg Mame S, future is;
concludmg that | more volunteer sefvxce will
be. needed " if: Maine. is' to" meetl its. future
‘challenges some mghcators show '

OF
‘its report on thestate’s challenge of the next

,f' ff?::' sures on the fast-track the state. fax struc

- Tission spokesman Annette R. Andérson, is
that “the individual) must partlmpate

process

, Yy 'that"'need grows

% does the burn-out rafe among prospectwe

: partlclpants such as working parents, dous

B i ble-income famllles ‘and busy professmnals
e 0, 1th the, préssure-.

all strugglmg tokcope
i cooker world. ik

H
Jttl.

' State House. Both partles had recruitment -
. problems for 1988, leglslatwe races: In the
- Maine House of Representatwes 19 mcum-
 bent legxslato;ﬁs = 13’ Republicans and’six
' Democrats — declmed to seek re-election in.
+1988. That’s six more lawmakers than de- -
i clined to seek a'new term two years ago.-
For the Republicans,. the number doobled
! from two years ago.| S

s
o

»

3

+
Nl
vy
T
-".

.45» FrerTeL s

PSR ¥ s x v

.. %, In3lraces,a candldate faced no opp051-
;o s tion, up from only 17, uncontested races in"
1986, And among the ‘surprise retirements “

' 5, from the Legislature this year were both the -
. House majority and minority leaders, Dem- .

by
,,l
i

L "‘can Thomas Murphy of Kennebunk, two';
‘.‘_ i men considered bright future hghts on the .

state polmcal seeney’’ . e

. o 20, years.. With lpcal growth»control mea- ;:

- ture sick, landfills full, and personal ¢ career |
st paths in flux ‘a clear message, says com- 4y

' more” in Mame s public: decision- makmg }7;

ocrat John Diamond of Bangor and Republl-

. challenging | tasl{ aheaci

L‘fthere §'; a‘ reluc ' 0 the;
qialified people to make the'c
Licking; that problem’may, he"o
‘most chal lengmg tasks for. the futy

%R

m na.

to_ pend upL to seven: months; in? Augusta
passing bllls. The pay is $6,600 for. the sec-.
ond year, in'which he or she expect
“spend’ roxi’ghly' four ‘months in'the" Capltol
' Such service was never advertlsed as em-.
ployment The vohinteer spmt was, and is,
part of the' package. it i .

But fiow,. -with issues growing more com— =
plex =ty taclclmg solid waste; theé state tax o
structure, growth control and educatlon in”
- your spare time — such polxtxcal serv1ce has:

i The problém’can be’clearly seen at'the” becorne more of a sacrifice thin'many 'peo-- ]

ple can afford to make. At the same time,
+ legislative campaxgns are beeorﬁulg xore’
_ hard-nosed,’; with conflict-of-interest
charges ﬂymg this year — addmg oné more
. disincentive to the list, On the local level —
the govemmental tier’ where's ‘many’ of the
~crucial issues on siich’ matters as growth
“control will be macle - the problems w1ll
" doubtless be the samé. !

The Commlssxon on Mame 5 Future will
repeatedly hear that Maine should cling to .-
'its héritage as a place governed by citizen
lawmakers,: part-time_local boards, and
grass-roots decxsxon—mal{mg. wi b

How Mamers can devise the mcentlves
_that preserve that heritage wlmle adgustmg
to changmg times could well prove the mos

ST




rocess,” he said. “We can’t have’ a: conflict
tween young people and:those who need re-
: tx'almng over.(educational) resources.”: S
The state’s quality of life.= that almost mde- g
. finable ghrase that includes economic opportu- -
;. nity, :the social fabric: and: the. umque
. relatnonshxp between Maine resndents and na- .
- ture —~ was touched upon by many who spoke.
‘For: Gordon ‘Manuel; manager of public -af-
airs for Great Northern Paper Co.; quality-of’
ife. was tied to “keeping the values of Maine
, that we’ ve known in the past as we plan for the
: future,)” .
-.;.Butf Manuel noted the confhct mherent :
etween ; natural. resources:. and economlc :
growth. 3 S
.*“Thé - conflict between 5 ( mdustnal) opera— :
ons and' the need for recreation.is one of the:
1ggest issues we are facing,” he said: “This is .-
-growing conflict for ¢ compames m the natural-
resources ‘industries.” S
~The conflict between development and re-
~:source preservation was oné of the major topics -
"-at'a recent retreat for community leaders spen- .
;sored by the Greater Bangor Chamber of Com-- -
merce;according to Ehzabeth Scott Stowell its
pre51dent T e 3 S
“Stowell said the group also_ isctissed the need L
or»problem-solwng .at the reglonal ]eve]. 2

_elderly?Educatlon.;The ‘poor;
. These;are: only-some;of: the issues
 state ”Legﬁslature' “more; accmatelwaﬂ state’
residents =~ must.consnderﬂasf Mame;lnifrch

¥y

. profeund changes to. om‘ wayof:life?
+In 1987, the state Legnslature established the
-%.Commlssion ‘on Maine’s;Futireto, identify the
. issues most important to'state residents, define
+ their vision of the future and develop strategies
for ‘achieving' that vision S cern| that secondary educatlon 1sn twhatlt used

. The 40-member commis; s
fmg with busmoss,‘govemmental and § oclaI-se
*vice grotps ‘throughoutthie:st s'well:as;
pollmgrwdaétgaandco :

;AJ:‘~>‘

‘;Learmng must not be somethmg that,ends
with a high scheol or college diploma,” said L:
Steve™ Thornburg, director.of Eastern Malne
Vocatlonal ‘Technical. Instltute ¢ :

he "regional. approach to problem—solvgmthg,"
said-Annette Ross Anderson, chairman of the"
commission. ;*“If* counties , are percelved as:
weak; how do’you do it?” .. R
““We:should ‘reorganize ‘the:counties,””” said”
; , e aisen: izCharles: Pray;’ president: of: the state- Senate:
S:proc sdig: =*As you talki :5Aq roads and highways were built and the”
‘uabout the, development dnd; quahty of life, you | : infrastructure changed, towns within the coun-
,An‘eedtodec:dewhat level'of income is adequat,? ities no longer have a community of interests.””
‘to‘allow Someoné access to this quality of life: . "
Edward McKeon, economic devleopment:di-- DR o S
torifor‘*Bangor,, discussed “the . pmblems T ’ _ > , ha
"caused by;increasing® property: taxes. - SR ,
‘Weneed-to alleviate local property’ taxes S
sa McKeon; Wwho’addeqd that economic devel» -
pmentfeffortson alocal level will be derailed if: .
citizens:are: forced‘to‘control tax mcreases

: r; support i

‘*"“ *"’technol ical “ventifres: and: ter involve:
lmentm e global economyby al businesses.
1:« ChzirlesNewtqn“ ~execut1ve dn-ector of Penx




‘.~ ble I
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“3IThe issues facingm

m;cludmg lack of pa

pntals uncheglggd
ﬁmce local peo le ou

et and,skyroc etmg p oper
homg{ ownership: even to

4, “+ T n“,,gf

’fﬁﬁ using

A\ ON -2 Affordable o
. i’@perty tax velief; ﬁi@“sohd waste, cris

r.:

4i§ o mamtammg Wes
iy, Nyiﬁ’gmpx'm{nrig"*g ti"a

g growth a ddeve ment":;gi

1de

oup; ‘of /" communi der§: o

mrs ay had no dlfﬂculty c&pmg up; wnth %‘
‘isues; facing thé; western: mountains; rexit
cion' xmmedja,te_l and over, the r ,fevgl

/wme ;ﬂ 13 / i it 0 3%
- Ha exft&%ﬂe’w }r?’soﬁxh ‘
recoripiendatio %o how! g w'lé'éde'

should ‘act: And'if’ eemed at fix'ﬁ'”'thaf
some: 'of thé: isshes were ‘at’ odds with!
one ariother. %) il SR LT
Aboirt? 157 Yocal” govemmentf ‘offxci%ls‘@v.,;
susinessmen) social service prof%snonalsiiéf”
«d: others met: Thursday, afternoon wnt,h

mefnbers of the’ Commésﬁon,onn xié

g’.n.;x:u gmu«.z. Ry; e!e;n}\}sxgb?d g.v

RS R 46«.\

¢y S,
! the ‘area remams mral “becéuse ‘tha t’
what defines our way ‘of hfg )f“”(. our la
based activities, 7" "o L‘»f'
I would like to see tlns area’ remam a
mral ‘backwater] where everybody, could

s .
a’ survey: of- his, co ngrega- :
-tions show local peopleﬁwho grew up m the, :
;‘area, are Sfrightened and in despair.}} i .
+ They! feel, control: of; their. future: has
‘been turned. over to outs ders and the con-
make & decent living and have a good edus’ nection they had w1th the land hasalready.
cationi. I think' people’ are’ “willing’ to" do been broken:: 3 55 ity e 1
without the fat living if they can hve m an .While some et ple might’ feel, h1gh
,area they enjoy,” taxes and trash disposal are the big prob- .
- That would require a leerSlfled econ- ;, -1éms Maine is facing; Planting Said one of ..
omy dependent on small industries, said-}, his big concerns: ‘is;i, “where are:all the ,
+ Kimber; “how much can we develop that”" “ wise people going to come from
economy and still have the kmd of hfe. Wes. out some sense of the land?’i e
want to live here.””  * . ¥4 B 7 And. John: Jaworski, the executwe di- -
£ Tom  McAllister; the general manage_r rector of the Androscoggm Valley. Councﬂ i
of Saddleback Ski Area, however, identi:. i;"of Governrments, said surveys of area resi- :
fied & need to 1mprove transportatlon as a,=- dents. show. many. of.: people’s; concems §
major i$sus;, while his ‘wife, Evelyn, the . :: abont the future refaté to the. land = coni-s.;
director/ of ' the'- Rangeley ; Lakes Area _cerns like being priced out of the property
* Chamber of Comimerce,. Said. improving-'.‘market - by. rampant growth, restricted .
the state’s economnc chmate should bea public access to land and high taxess! i)
pn(mty L v iy :7 Asked what directions the state’s lead- '
| Scott Plantmg, ‘the.: pasgor«‘ of . ers should take in addréssing sotie of the P
small churches i in Frankl na issues, the commumty leaders W

N
LAY ‘_.‘,,‘, L I i N 1, i

: w1th-

talkatwe e 1, Jaworskd, ?ﬂld ahn effforf th pre?erv% ‘the
N “uniqueness of each of Maine’s alimost 500.

'nar? l;z.gjgazst'ggw&é\ﬁ :tr;atgeghgl&ladr lﬁov,"é: . municipalities should not include blanket
leadership, financial support and techni- regulatlons that treat them all the same. .
cal aid, not just a bllzzard of studles and ... But he noted that in trying to define a
commlssmn reports, > : H;‘S‘Og of Whﬁf Ni.ag‘; es*l‘l(t)}l]ﬂd &e like stw 0
" On 'the solid waste isstie it would i)e Ev\ me:; lfés falgmg gn gnp»ussmlgtasmyég?
good if the state were to help the tow(ripsfset §cenarios are impossiblé to'assemble be-
up regional recyclm%l centers and find; .cause it's hard to lool that far intd the fu-

markgts for recycla e“ oods,,Noon.am ! tiire, People are more concemﬁdthh the W
said © LY R 'Droblems of mday. he saidf Jroni e C/

f .




latur to re

‘clean and healthy nvxronment”

':-eSId_ents to find: becatise’ peopl

feasi le d

hAnnetle'Anderson hal’ oman otythe ol

“audience during a p
. Maine at Farmingto

y. diffe; ent types of

Umversxty: of, ‘Maine. at; Farmmgton.

' sioners that new tests are being devel-
uked ! b it .'oped that n;leasure artrstrc, charis-
" askeédg the members o ¢ commis * mat1c and ical 1ntelh ence. '’
affordable housing are onl few. of sion how he could afford to contiriue =~ 1 - - s B .
the concerns 'of the people. =" his business. He said that he'and other ©
* Sullivan and ‘others at’ the hearmg farmers are being forced out of busi-

care, ser\'riee 0" Senior’

sioners to bring With them to the gov=

sald Margaret Wescott, .

Wescott pomted out: to_the’ commiss

told commissioners that. these ‘con- ness by high taxes: ‘Bailey advocated ernor an understandmg that Maine

cerns- were thé result’ of the state’ s,_ a break for the farmer and warned if needs to’ recognize. 'that-besides there ;

ma‘pgice)go)rrxgzngrg)x‘;%ths‘} 1nebut lo:k it doesn’t come someday “people will " being’ many ‘différent ways to teach
a‘t what you may lose,” said UMF stu-
:dent:James Sturtevant who cautlonedr
,agamst uncontrolled‘, economi
rowth..,‘Look what’s happened ¢
lPortland they!ve lost théir;
"'MLy in the audlence agreed with
vant when he said. affordabl
ousmg was becoming’ hard for Mail

be payrng .a day s salary for a loaf of dents to teach,

Although qmte a few problems
scussed ~few' people had answe

. A ‘Maine’s future;
mission member Lewrs Ji Maxwell - %

aid government especraly local gov=
3 ‘ f the an

McKee, explammg that schools dre '
doing a multitude of things that aren’t .
_reflected by taxes.‘‘Schools are keep—
ing ‘medical records. for students:
Guidance counselors for grades K—12

‘

1 from} away" were driving uprea
EState prices. He also blamed Main
land ‘holders who he said were sellin
off.théir land fo i

. “If businesses, are planmng

buck.”’; ove and they fmd a gove ent that.. are mandatory. Problems with drugs; '
N “We’ve got. t is' responsrve to: them’: the ill- be child abuse, and problems at home
off our brothers more willing to move mto the area.’o’ ~are " also* bemg addressed in" the
{o start carmg;a ‘While many talked about affo able 'schools. Those are' social: problems
na srck world, housing, checks and‘i balances for- }i\and ought tobe handled as such. If the

) “‘People from away have polluted rapid economic growth and the' great . State wants us to’ continue to handle
and destroyed them land; and no influx of those from out of theé state, “,them in the school the’ financial help
they want. bo cp e 'to Mame and do it one of the main topics at the hearmg ¢ coming from the state ought’ to reﬂect
here&" sard Kenton Barley, a member " was the future of educatron in Mame that " sard McKee

Jack: McKee,,an educator and a'
member:. of the” ngfreld Planmng
Board also’ spok about’ educatron m“

"there are” alsg many dlfferent stu- i

: “Perhaps rt’s time we were facmgh
< up to the fact that we rieed to redefme j
- the ‘mission “of * our- schools,” - said :

%‘7‘
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L'z By John A: essede'

IFARMINGTON ", Stat
Ance, not state, mandates, is needeci
‘to solve the state’s ‘problems.™ i i

That was the message given to thejy: i
Commission, on Maine’s: Futiire: as Qe
more than 20 western Maine; townmi
managers,: politicians;, educators-«
and business leaders met Thursday |
at the University of Maine at Farm-.)
ington.. The, discussion was the sev-
Centh.-in a “series: ofs meetmgs to
“1dentif3' the forces shaping Maine’s
future W

uring: the next 20 years,”
said chairman Annette Ross,,
| Anderson. . :
‘ Andersom sald the* commission i
'was ‘created- in: 1987 by. the Legisla-
"ture “to. -work with Maine peopld it
developm a VlSion for the state.”’
Among the concerns' discussed at:
the meeting were transportation, in<-
ad uate owntown. parking,: sohdw
disposal, greater demarids on
: the é)ubllc school system, potentially’. .
 inadequate: hospital: faci ities, a
' increased property taxes, ...
Dana’ Bradley, Farmington' town:;|
manager, $aid solutions to the prob:
lems created. by development must ¢
be reconciled with' “quality of hfem
..good home with affordable taxes,*
good transportatlon, good hospntal
care, and good schools.’h . :
He sdid that affordable housmg is
becommg a “blgger and bigger i~

' sye,” Hornes that now cost $50,000 .
{ will soon cost $150,000, he said. i,
"Bty Carrabassett Valley Town;;
‘ Manager -Preston; Jordan’ said,
*“What - le. think: is’ affordable“
housing in Portland is not affordable .
'to people in Carrabassett Valley.”
~* Superintendent Lawson A, Ruther-
* ford of SAD 9 also was concerned
- with rapidly rismg costs and litnited *
- funding resources.::¥:. i
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. tion, Rutherfoni said. ’ help ”» he sald “Perhaps there could
o ACCOi‘dmg to James Browse ad»J * betax' exemptions' to “recycling
‘ministrator , of, Frankliif! Memomal r*centers in Maine rather than the cost
Hospltal hospntalcarealsc)ns feelmg, Tof! transportmg the waste : to
' the pressure of development, alongi* Massachusetts " -
w1th an® mcreasm 'populatxon of i1t N Noonan sald state governmwt
peopler i R T LALE §hould assist in developing various -
: “Baby- boomers are going to beold -+ vecyclifig efforts, and perhaps devel-:
?eople.‘ .The nursing shortageisnot”  op markets within Mame for the,
om. not; fewer, nurses, but from a iF wastesm iy e Ty Bk
tremendot_s number of elderly need- - " John JaWOrskx execiitive du-ector
+We are not going fo- ‘ of the Androscoggin Valley Councu ;
of Governments, agreed that state "
mandates - weret not / sumclentf to...
solve local problems,~": © | i
~i*As’you go farther up in govern:
ment each i issue becomes more di
luted,” he said. v
~Jaworski said that state and fed- :
‘eral mandates are a result of a con- |
( y ‘ ] “sensus - that: attempts - to offer -a. :
ag pred]cted to cost as‘mucb as’;’ ¢common solutlon for dxverse
education iil the néar future.. He sald problems. e :
hearmgs aboyt solid waste disposal ;, - ‘Before mandatmg the solutxonS,gl,.
* would . result “only-. in- “legls tion: ' (state and federal government;."
. which wxll cost mumc:pahtles and. sholld) mandate resolytions; and let.--
businesses miore money.’” 2, 3y -mumcnpahhes doitinthei ownf h

- “We'niged more than that We nied’;” fon,’} Jaworskx said

have,the peogle ready,» either ; in' -
. numbers . or_training, : to: provide -
those services,” said Browse: 5. ;.

Town Manager Charles Noonan of -
Jay $aid his greatest céncern was. e
pressure on property taxes brought -






