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I GENERAL CONCLUSIONS 

1. The size of the average camping party at State parks has 
declined. 

AVERAGE PARTY SIZE 

1964 4.2 PERSONS 
1976 3,1 PERSONS 
1982 3,0 PERSONS 

Between 1964 and 1982, the average party size at all parks 
declined, Between 1976 and 1982, the average camping party at 
one park, Mt. Blue, increased from 3,3 to 3,5 persons. 

2. The average length of stay by camping parties at State parks 
has decline . 

AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY 

1959 4.0 DAYS 
1976 2.5 DAYS 
1982 2.3 DAYS 

In both 1976 ~nd 1982, the average length of stay at Bradbury 
Mountain was comparatively low (1~1 days), and the average length 
of stay at Sebago Lake was comparatively high (4.7 days, and 4.0 
days). 

3. The proportion of camping parties from Maine at State parks 
has increased. 

PERCENT OF PARTIES 
FROM MAINE 

1964 16% 
1976 30% 
1982 39% 

Statewide, the proportion of Maine camping parties more than 
doubled between 1964 and 1982. Bradbury Mountain has the lowest 
proportion of Maine parties in 1982 and had only a 3% increase in 
the proportion of Maine parties between 1964 and 1982. 

4. The proportion of Maine camping parties travelling longer 
distances to State parks has declined 



PERCENT OF MAINE PARTIES 
TRAVELLING OVER 100 MILES 

TO STATE PARKS 

1964 
1976 
1982 

UNKNOWN 
31% 
19% 

Only at Cobscook Bay did over one-half of the 1982 Maine parties 
come from distances greater than 100 miles. At Sebago Lake, 90% 
of the Maine campers came from withir 50 miles. 

5. The proportion of camping parties at State parks using tents 
(versus camping vehicles or other equipment) fias increased. 

PERCENT OF PARTIES 
USING TENTS 

1972 51% 
1976 53% 
1982 59%. 

Only at Lake St. George did less than one-half of the 1982 
camping parties use tents, and tent use at the park increased 
only 1% between 1976 and 1982. 

6. Coastal State parks have smaller average party sizes, 
shorter average stays and a greater proportion of camping parties 
from outside Maine than non-coastal parks. 

COASTAL PARKS 
NON-COASTAL PARKS 

1982 AVG. 
PARTY SIZE 

2.6 PERSONS 
3.1 PERSONS 

1982 AVG. 
LENGTH OF STAY 

1. 9 DA1S 
2.5 DAYS 

PERCENT OF 1982 
PARTIES FROM 
OUTSIDE MAINE 

72% 
55% 

Bradbury Mountain, though not located on the coast, shares these 
characteristics with ths coastal parks. In 1982, Bradbury had an 
average party size of 2.5 persons, an average length stay of 1.1 
days, and 86% of the 1982 camping parties were from outside 
Maine. 
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II SUMMARY 

A. GENERAL 

This report describes the characteristics of campers 
using the campgrounds in 1982 at the eleven major State parks 
operated by the Bureau of Parks and Recreation. The report also 
compares this information with camper characteristics from 1976 
and 1964 to identify any major changes in characteristics or park 
use. Information for the ·report is drawn principally from 
samples of campground registration forms for 1976 and 1982, and 
from a State Park and Recreation Commission survey questionnaire 
done in 1964. Other Bureau records are used where necessary to 
supplement these sources. 

B. 1982 CAMPING CHARACTERISTICS 

Based on a sample of 4712 registration forms, over 
24,000 camping parties, including over 71,000 individual campers, 
visited the eleven major state park campgrounds in 1982. 
Attendance was highest at Camden Hills with over 5700 camping 
parties and lowest at Aroostook with close to 1100 camping 
parties. The average camping party statewide at park campgrounds 
in 1982 was three people. Mount Blue and Peaks-Kenny had the 
largest average camping parties with 3.5 persons, while Bradbury 
Mountain had the smallest average camping party with 2.5 persons. 
The average length of visit for camping parties statewide- in 1982 
was 2.3 days. Sebago Lake had the longest average stay of 4.0 
days, and Bradbury Mountain had the shortest average stay of 1.1 
days. Twenty-three percent (23%) of the 1982 camping parties 
were re-registering parties. Re-registration was highest at 
Sebago Lake (41% of all parties) and lowe~t at Bradbury Mountain 
(6% of all parties). 

Sixty-two percent (62%) of all camping parties visiting 
the State park campgrounds in 1982 were from out-of-state. 
Twenty-eight percent (28%) of the camping parties came from 
states in New England other than Maine, 13% from mid-Atlantic 
states, and 15% from other states in the U.S. Maine camping 
parties represented 39% of the total, and Massachusetts, with 16% 
of ~11 parties, was the only other single state to contribut~ a 
significant proportion of campers. Bradbury Mountain hosted the 
largest proportion of out-of-state campers while Mount Blue 
hosted the smallest proportion. 
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Over 9400 of the 1982 camping parties (39% of all 
parties) visiting State park campgrounds were Maine residents. 
Over half of these (56%) travelled sixty miles or less (up to an 
hour's drive) to their park destination; eighty-three percent 
(83%) travelled 100 miles or less. In general, the distance 
travelled by Maine campers to a particular park reflected the 
park's proximity to population centers. On a statewide basis, 
the county of origin of Maine campers closely reflects the 
overall population distribution, with Cumberland, Penobscot and 
Kennebec counties contributing the majority of Maine camping 
parties. (The exception is York County which had a smaller 
proportion of campers than its proportion of the overall 
population.) Mount Blue was the favored single park of Maine 
camping parties in 1982, with 17% of all Maine parties visiting 
the park that year. 

The predominant camping equipment at State Park 
campgrounds in 1982 was tents, used by 59% of all camping 
parties. Tent trailers, trailers, campers and vans were each 
used by 6% to 8% of all camping parties. Only at Lake St. George 
were tents used by less than half of the camping parties. At 
Mount Blue and Lily Bay tents were·most common, used by two
thirds of all 1982 camping parties. Statewide, only 5% of the 
1982 camping parties brought boats to a State park campground, 
and only 1% brought canoes. Both boats and canoes were in 
highest use at Lily Bay and Rangeley Lake. Less than .5% of all 
1982 camping parties brought bicycles to park campgrounds. Ten 
percent (10%) of the 1982 camping parties brought pets to park 
campgrounds, with aQ average number of 1.1 pets per owner. 

In comparing the camping characteristics of coastal and 
non-coastal State parks, some important differences were 
identified. The three coastal parks, Camden Hills, Lamoine and 
Cobscook Bay, had 38% of all State park camping parties in 1982, 
compared to 62% at the eight non-coastal parks. The average 
camping party was smaller at coastal parks, 2.6 persons per party 
compared to 3.1 persons at non-coastal parks. Similarly, the 
average length of stay was shorter at coastal parks:_ 1.9 days 
compared to 2.5 days at non-coastal parks. The coastal parks had 
a greater proportion of out-of-state camping parties than the 
non-coastal parks and a smaller proportion of Maine parties: 72% 
of the coastal park campers were from outside Maine compared to 
55% at non-coastal parks. Of the Maine camping parties visiting 
State parks in 1982, 72% selected non-coastal parks as their 
destination while 28% selected coastal parks. Generally, Maine 
camping parties travelled longer distances to reach coastal parks 
than non-coastal parks in 1982: 63% of all Maine parties 
travelled more than 50 miles to coastal parks compared to 44% 
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travelling more than 50 miles to non-coastal parks. Type of 
camping equipment did not vary greatly between coastal and non
coastal parks, nor did the u~e of bicycles or canoes. Boats were 
in much greater use at non-coastal parks, 5% compared to 1% at 
coatal parks: 23% of all parties at coastal parks brought pets 
compared to 7% at non-coastal parks. The proportion of camping 
parties re-registering differed by oply 3% between coastal and 
non-coastal parks. 

C. CHANGES IN CAMPING CHARACTERISTICS FROM 1964 TO 1982 

Several important changei have occurred in State park 
camping since 1964. First, the number of State park campgrounds 
has increased from eight to eleven, with the addition of ·one 
coastal park, Cobscook Bay in Washington County, and two non
coastal parks, Peaks-Kenny in Piscataquis County and Rangeley 
Lake in Franklin County. These parks opened in the latter half 
of the 1960's. The park most affected in terms of camping by the 
entrance of the new parks into the system was Sebago Lake. In 
1964 Sebago Lake had 50% of all "camper nights" at the eight 
State parks then operating. By 1976, Sebago accounted for 35% 
of all "camper nights" and Cobscook, Peaks-Kenny and Rangeley 
accounted for 16% of the total. 

Betweeri 1964 and 1982 the overall number of "camper 
nights" increased 38%: from 193,455 "camper nights" in 1964 to 
265,922 "camper nights" in 1982. Most of this growth took place 
between 1964 and 1976 when there was a 45% increase in "c~mper 
nights", and all parks experienced a camping increase. There was 
an overall decline of 6% in "camper nights" between 1976 and 
1982, and only one park (Peaks-Kenny) had a significant camping 
increase. In contrast to the "camper night" records, data from 
registration forms show that five parks had camping increases in 
the 1976-1982 period, with two parks, Peaks-Kenny and Aroostook 
having significant increases in the number of camping parties. 

One of the most noticeable changes in camping 
characteristics since 1964 has been the change in camping party 
size. In 1964, the average camping party had 4.2 persons. By 
1976, the average camping party had 3.1 persons, and by 1982, 3.0 
persons. In 1964, party sizes ranged from a low of 3.7 to a high 
of 4.8. In 1982, party size ranged from 2.5 to 3.5. Over the 18 
year period, Bradbury Mountain had the smallest or second 
smallest average camping parties, and coastal parks have 
consistently had smaller average parties than non-coastal parks. 
Information on the average length of stay at State park 
campgrounds is not available for 1964. A 1959 State Park 
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Commission report indicates an average iength of stay of 4 days. 
If this is accurate, the average length of camping stay has 
declined since that time to 2.5 days in 1976 ~nd 2.3 days in 
1982. Sebago Lake has had a consistently longer average stay 
than other parks. 

The origin of camping parties visiting Maine State parks 
has also changed noticeably over time. In 1964, 84% of all 
camping parties came from out-of-state, but by 1982, this 
proportion had decreased to 62%. The proportion of campers 
coming from other states in New England and the mid-Atlantic 
states declined from 60% to 41%, while the proportion coming from 
other states in the U.S. remained about the same. Canadian 
visitors also comprised a smaller percentage of campers in 1982 
(6%) than in 1964 (10%). At coastal parks Maine camping parties 
have consistently made up a smaller proportion of campers than at 
non-coastal parks, and between 1964 and 1982, the proportion of 
Maine campers increased more dramatically at the non-coastal 
parks: from 18% to 45% compared to an increase of from 13% to 
28% at coastal parks. 

In 1964, Maine was the place of origin of the largest 
single proportion of camping parties at only two of the State 
parks, Lamoine and Mount Blue. By 1982, Maine was the place of 
origin of the largest single proportion of parties at eight 
parks, with Bradbury Mountain, Camden Hills and Sebago Lake 
excepted. Over time, as in 1982, the origin of Maine campers has 
generally reflected the overall population distribution among 
counties (with the exception of York County). In terms of 
destination, Maine campers have consistently favored Mount Blue 
and Sebago Lake: these two parks have had a greater proportion 
of the camping parties from Maine than all other parks since 
1964. Travel distances for Maine campers are not available for 
1964, but between 1976 and 1982, there was a decline in the 
proportion of Maine camping parties travelling more than 100 
miles to a park campground, and an increase in the proportion 
travelling 50 miles or less, perhaps reflecting increased travel 
costs. 

Information on type of camping equipment and other 
miscellaneous characteristics is not availabl~ for 1964. Sources 
from 1972 onward show an overall increase in the use of tents, 
from 51% in 1972 to 59% in 1982, and a corresponding overall 
decline in vehicular camping equipment. In 1976, no State park 
had 60% or more of its camping parties using tents. By 1982, 
five State ·parks had more than 60% of their parties using tents. 
This trend at State parks may be a reflection of the fact that 
private campgrounds cater more to campers and trailered units. 
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II. OVERVIEW & METHODOLOGY 

This report describes the characteristics of campers 
using campground facilities at the eleven major State parks 
operated by the Maine Department of Cons~rvation, Bureau of Parks 
and Recreation. Not covered by the report are camping 
characteristics for Baxter State Park, operated by the Baxter 
State Park Authority, Acadia National Park, operated by the 
National Park Service, or Warren Island for which a sample of 
registrations was not taken. 

STATE PARKS INCLUDED IN CAMPING STUDY 

PARK NAME 

Aroostook 
Bradbury Mtn. 
Camden Hills 

Cobscook Bay 
Lake St. George 
Lamoine 
Lily Bay 
Mount Blue 
Peaks-Kenny 
Rangeley Lake 
Se?ago Lake 

PARK LOCATION 

Presque Isle 
Pownal 
Camden, Lincoln-
ville 

Dennysville 
Liberty 
Lamoine 
Greenville 
Weld 
Dover-Foxcroft 
Rangeley 
Naples 

FIRST OPERATING 
YEAR 

1938 
1940 
1948 

1965 
1940 
1950 
1959 
1940 
1969 
1967 
1940 

Sources of information for camping characteristics for 1976 
and 1982 are the campground registration forms used by State park 
personnel, which provide the following information about each 
camping party: 

state of origin 
- resident municipality _ 

distance from residence to 
park 

- type of camping equipment 
- number of boats, canoes, 

bicycles and pets 

7 

number of people in party 
- length of stay 

whether the visit is a re
registration 

- whether the party changed 
campsites 
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Information for 1976 is taken from the report Camping Visitation 
at Maine State Park~ (Maine Dept. of Conservation, Bureau of 
Parks and Recreation, September, 1977), The report includes the 
data compiled from a 20% sample of 1976 registration forms from 
each park. Information for 1982 is taken from park registration 
form samples which vary in size from a 10% sample at Camden Hills 
and Sebago Lake to a 50% sample at Lake St. George. With 
adjustments for sample size, the 1976 and 1982 data are directly 
comparable. 

The source of information for 1964 characteristics is the 
result of a State Park Commission questionnaire given in the 
summer of 1964 to a sample of campers at the eight State parks 
then operating. Questionnaire results appear as a compilation 
(without analysis) in Report on 1964 Park Survey, State Park & 
Recreation Commission, 1965. The proportion of total campers 
sampled is not known.· The sample distribution shows over half of 
the data coming from three southern Maine parks (Bradbury 
Mountain, Camden Hills and Sebago Lake). For this reason, as 
well as the fact that three, more northern parks were not 
operating at the time, overall 1964 camper characteristics are 
more reflective of S~ate park camping in southern Maine than in 
subsequent years. The 1964 data was chosen, however, because it 
offered reasonably comparable data for many of the factors 
covered on current registration forms, and on an individual ~ark 
basis. Table 1 illustrates the sample variations for each of the 
study years. Where necesiary to obtain information not covered 
by the 1964 survey, additional sources have been consulted and 
are cited in the text. 

In preparing this report, some modifications to the sample 
data have been made. 1964 data was left as is because the sample 
size is not known. The 1976 data, because it is a uniform 20% 
sample, is inflated to actual size only where necessary to make 
comparisons with 1982 characteristics. For 1982, because the 
sample size varied for each park, sample data is almoit always 
inflated to actual size so that real conditions are reflected and 
comparisons are reliable. The 1982 data is not inflated in the 
individual park analyses. 

Three types of analysis of campground data are presented. 
Section IV presents an analysis of camping data for the most 
current year for which information has been compiled - 1982, and 
for the 1964-1982 period. The analysis is on a statewide basis. 
with the key differences among parks noted. Section V presents 
the same information, but the parks are considered in coastal and 
non-coastal groupings. Coastal parks include Camden Hills, 
Cobscook Bay and Lamoine; all other parks are non-coastal. 
Sec·tion VI provides a brief summary analysts of the 1964-1982 
data on an individual park basis and inQludes detailed data for 
each park. 
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IV. STATEWIDE CHARACTERISTICS & TRENDS 

A. OVERALL ATTENDANCE-BY CAMPERS 

1. 1982 CAMPING ATTENDANCE (TABLE 2) 

4712 parties are included in the 1982 statewide sample 
of campers visiting Maine State parks, representing over 24,000 
camping parties in all, and over 71,000 individual campers. 
Camping attendance was highest at Camden Hills with 24% of the 
State's 1982 camping parties, and lowest at Lake St. George with 
4% of the year's camping parties. The eleven parks fall into 
three categories in terms of their share of the total 1982 
attendance, as shown below. 

No. Parties 

1. 1000-2000 

2. 2000-3000 

3. 4000-6000 

1982 CAMPING ATTENDANCE 

Percent of 
Total Parties 

4% - 8% 

8% - 12% 

16% - 25% 

State Park 

Aroostook, Bradbury Mtn., 
Lake St. George, Lamoine, 
Peaks-Kenny, Rangeley Lake 

Cobscook Bay, Lily Bay, 
Mount Blue 

Camden Hills, Sebago Lake 

2. 1964-1982 CAMPING ATTENDANCE (TABLES 3 & 3A) 

Because the size of the 1964 camper questionnaire sample 
is not known, a picture of overall camping attendance for that 
year must be drawn from another source which also ~rovides data 
for the subsequent study years for purposes of comparison. The 
Bureau maintains records of "camper nights" spent at State parks 
as far back as 1964, so it is possible to compare "camper nights" 
for 1964, 1976 and 1982. "Camper nights" are the number of · 
nights a party is registered at the park campground, multiplied 
by 4, the estimated average number of persons in a camping party. 
(The number 4 has been the standard multiplier for many years and 
is used throughout the park system.) The "camper night" data 
provide a slightly different view of camping attendance than do 
the samples of party registration forms, and the differences 
between the two sources are discussed for the 1976-1982 period. 
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Over the 18 year period between 1964 and 1982, the 
number of "camper nights" at State parks increased 38%. There 
was a substantial increase of 45% in ''camper nights" between 1964 
and 1976 and a relatively small decline (-6%) between 1976 and 
1982. In the earlier period-, not only did the number "camper 
nights" increase at all existing State parks, but the number of 
parks with camping facilities increased as well, with the opening 
of Cobscook Bay, Peaks-Kenny, and Rangeley Lake. Among the 
already existing State parks, Aroostook, Camden Hills, Lamoine 
and Lily Bay each had "camper night" increases of greater than 
50%. The smallest increases were at Sebago Lake and Mt. Blue. 

Between 1976 and 1982, there was a 6% decline overall in 
the number of "camper nights" at State parks. Aroostook and 
Bradbury Mountain had "camper night" declines of more than 25%, 
and Cobscook Bay, Lake St. George and Lamoine had declines of 10% 
or more. In contrast, Peaks-Kenny had a 73% increase in "camper 
nights", and the only other notable increase occurred at Cobscook 
Bay (+8%). The registration form samples, from which camping 
attendance is expressed in number of camping parties rather than 
number of "camper nights", reveal a similar overall decline in 
camping attendance for the 1976-1982 period: a 5% decline in the 
overall number of parties. For some individual parks, however, 
this source shows a somewhat different picture: while Aroostook 
had a 25% decrease in "camper nights'', it had a 41% increase in 
camping parties; Mount Blue had a 2% decline in "camper nights", 
but a 6% increase in camping parties. 

Between 1964 and 1982, most individual park campgrounds 
have maintained a fairly constant percentage of the total "camper 
nights" at State parks. Aroostook, Bradbury Mountain, Camden 
Hills, Lake St. George and Lamoine have not varied their 
proportion of the total by more than 1% over the 18 year period. 
Lily Bay has shown a slight increase in its share (+3%) and Mount 
Blue, a slight decrease (-3%). The most noticeable change is for 
Sebago Lake, which in 1964 accounted for half of the total 
"camper nights" at State parks. By 1976, after the open-ing of 
three additional park facilities elsewhere in the state, Sebago 
Lake accounted for 15% less of the total "camper nights", though 
it continued in 1982 to have the largest percentage of "camper 
nights" (34%), followed by Camden Hills at 17%, Again, the 
registration form samples present a different picture of the 
proportion of camping attendance. While Sebago Lake has the 
greatest proportion of the total "camper nights", Camden Hills 
has the greatest proportion of camping parties (24%), followed by 
Sebago Lake at 18%. 
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B. CAMPING PARTY SIZE & LENGTH OF STAY 

1. 1982 PARTY SIZE/LENGTH OF STAY (TABLE 4) 
. 

In 1982, the average camping party size visiting State 
park campgrounds was three people. At four parks, the average 
camping party was larger than the State average: Sebago Lake, 
Mount Blue, Aroostook and Peaks-Kenny. Sebago Lake and Peaks
Kenny had the largest average party sizes at 3.5 persons each. 
Five parks had party sizes smaller than the State average of 3.0, 
with Bradbury Mountain having the smallest party size of 2.5 
persons. 

The average length of stay for a party camping at State 
parks in 1982 was 2.3 days. Lake St. George and Lily Bay had 
above average camping stays with 2.5 and 2.7 days respectively, 
while Sebago Lake stands out with the longest average stay of 4 
days. A~ the opposite extreme is Br~dbury Mountain which had the 
shortest length camping visit of 1,1 days. 

2. 1964-1982 PARTY SIZE/LENGTH OF STAY (TABLE 4) 

On a statewide basis, the average size of camping 
parties visiting State park campgrounds has decreased in size by 
more than one person: from an average size of 4.2 persons in 
1964 to an average size of 3,0 persons in 1982. The largest 
decline took place between 1964 and 1976 when the statewide 
average party size dropped from 4.2 to 3,1 persons. As the 
following summary table shows, in 1964 there were no State parks 
with average camping party sizes of less than 3.5 persons, but by 
1976, nine of the 11 parks had average party sizes of less than 
3.5 persons. 

AVG. PARTY SIZE 
(NO. PERSONS) 

2,5 - 2,9 
3.0 - 3,4 
3,5 - 3,9 
4.0 - 4.4 
4.5 - 5.0 

TOTAL PARKS 

NO. PARKS BY AVG. PARTY SIZE 
BY YEAR 

1964 

0 
0 
2 
2 
4 

8 
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1976 

4 
5 
2 

11 

1982 

5 
4 
2 

11 
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Over the eighteen years between 1964 and 1982, the parks 
with the largest average party sizes have changed: from 
Aroostook and Lake St. George in 1964 (4.8 and 4.7 persons, 
respectively), to Peaks-Kenny and Sebago Lake in 1976 (3.9 and 
3.8 persons respectively), to Peaks-Kenny and Mt. Blue in 1982 
(3,5 persons each). Since 1964, Bradbury Mountain has had either 
the smallest or second smallest average camping party size. 

The average length of stay for camping parties was not 
determined in 1964. A Maine State Park Commission Camper Use 
Survey completed in 1959 indicates that respondents to a survey 
questionnaire given in that year were camping an average of 4 
days at State park campgrounds. Sebago Lake had an average stay 
of 10 days, Aroostook and Lamoine had average stays of just under 
2 days, and respondents indicated plans to spend about 4 days 
camping at another State park or at Acadia National Park. If the 
4 day average stay is accepted for 1959, then the average stay by 
camping parties at State park campgrounds has declined by more 
than one-and-one-half days over the twenty-three years. Between 
1976 and 1982, there was a very small decline of 0.2 days in the 
overall average length of State park stay by campers. Among the 
State park campgrounds, there were only very slight changes, if 
any, in average length of stay between 1976 and 1982, except at 
Sebago Lake where the average stay decreased by .7 days. 

C. ORIGIN OF CAMPERS 

1. ORIGIN OF 1982 CAMPERS (TABLE 5) 

Thirty-nine percent (39%) of all camping parties 
visiting State park campgrounds in 1982 were from Maine. 
Massachusetts at 14%, was the only other single state to 
contribute a significant proportion of camping parties. New 
England, as a whole, accounted for 67% of the 1982 camping 
parties, and the mid-Atlantic states (New York, Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey and Maryland) represented 13%. Fifteen percent (15%) of 
the camping parties came from other states in the U.S., while 
only 6% originated in Canada, and 1% from other countries. 

At four parks, Aroostook, Lake St. George, Mount Blue 
and Peaks-Kenny, Maine residents accounted for over half of the 
1982 camping parties, with Mt. Blue and Peaks-Kenny having the 
greatest proportion of campers from Maine. Bradbury Mountain had 
the smallest proportion.of campers from Maine (14%), and the 
largest proportion of camping parties visiting from outside of 
New England (58%). Camden Hills at 21% and Sebago Lake at 31%, 
had the next lower proportions of camping parties from Maine. At 
Sebago Lake, the largest proportion of campers, 34%, came from 
Massachusetts. Canadian camping parties represented a very small 
percent of the 1982 total, except at Aroostook where they 
comprised 19%; at all other parks, Canadians accounted for 6% or 
less of the camping parties. 
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2. ORIGIN OF CAMPERS 1964-1982 (TABLE 5A) 

Over the eighteen years between 1964 and 1982, there was 
a major change in the origin of campers at State park 
campgrounds. In 1964, Maine citizens represented only 16% of all 
camping parties at State park campgrounds. By 1982 Maine 
residents accounted for 39% of the camping parties. The 
proportion of Massachusetts campers decreased from 22% of all 
parties in 1964 to 16% of all parties in 1982. Similarly, the 
proportion of campers from mid-Atlantic states declined from 24% 
in 1964 to 13% in 1982. The proportion of campers from other New 
England states and from parts of the country other than the mid
Atlantic area have not changed significantly by comparison. 
Canadian camping parties represented only 6% of State park 
camping parties in 1982, compared to 10% in 1964. 

All State park campgrounds had an increase in the 
proportion of Maine camping parties during the 1964-1982 period. 
Bradbury Mountain had the smallest increase in the proportion of 
Maine campers, from 11% to 14%, while Mount Blue had the greatest 
increase, from 28% to 68%. Aroostook and Lake St. George had 
similar large increases in the proportion of Maine campers. At 
only two State parks in 1964 did Maine residents comprise the 
largest single group of campers: Lamoine and Mt. Blue. By 1976, 
Maine residents were the largest single group of campers at eight· 
State parks, and this remained true in 1982. Three State parks, 
Bradbury Mountain, Camden Hills and Sebago Lake have consistently 
had a higher proportion of non-resident campers. At Bradbury 
Mountain and Camden Hills, camping parties from the mid-Atlantic 
states or other U.S. states have been the predominant group, 
while at Sebago Lake the largest camping group has come 
consistently from Massachusetts. 

NO. PARKS BY PLAcE OF oIHC!N 
OF LARGEST GROUP OF CAMPERS BY YEAR 

PLACE OF ORIGIN 
OF LARGEST GROUP 
OF CAMPERS 1964 1976 1982 

MAINE 2 8 8 
MASSACHUSETTS 1 1 1 
OTHER NEW ENGLAND 
STATES 4 0 0 
MID-ATLANTIC STATES D 1 1 * 
OTFlER OS sTATEs 0 1 21 
CANADA 1 0 0 

TOTAL PARKS 8 11 11 

*At Bradbury Mountain, camping parties from mid-Atlantic 
states and from other US states both equalled 29% of all 
parties at the park. 
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D. DISTANCE TRAVELLED BY MAINE CAMPERS 

1. DISTANCE TRAVELLED BY MAINE CAMPERS IN 1982 (TABLE 6) 

Thirty-nine percent (39%) of the parties visiting State 
park campgrounds in 1982 were from Maine; over 9400 camping 
parties. Over half (56%) of the Maine camping parties travelled 
sixty miles or less (about a 1 hour drive) to their camping 
destination, and most of these (45%) travelled between 11 and 50 
miles. Eighty-three percent (83%) of the Maine parties travelled 
100 miles or less (up to 2 hours of driving) to camp at State 
parks, and another 12% travelled between 101 and 150 miles. At 
individual parks, the distance travelled by resident campers 
varied generally according to the park's distance from population 
centers. At Cobscook Bay, for example, more than half (55%) of 
the Maine parties came from over 100 miles away, while at Sebago 
Lake, two-thirds (66%) of the Maine camping parties travelled 
less than 30 miles to the park. 

2. DISTANCE TRAVELLED BY MAINE CAMPERS 1964-1982 (TABLE 6A) 

The 1964 survey did not record the miles travelled to 
State parks by Maine campers, therefore comparisons of mileage 
are not possible for that year. Miles travelled by Maine campers 
are available for both 1976 and 1982, and show that more Maine 
camping parties were travelling shorter distances to reach State 
park campgrounds in 1982. In 1976, 69% of Maine camping parties 
travelled less than 100 miles to their camping destination; in 
1982 the proportion of Maine campers travelling less than 100 

-miles increased to 83%. Several parks had significant increases 
in the proportion of their Maine campers coming from less than 50 
miles including Camden Hills, Lily Bay, Mount Blue, Peaks-Kenny 
and Sebago Lake. At Lily Bay and Cobscook Bay there were similar 
significant declines in the proportion of Maine campers coming 
from over 150 miles. Increased travel costs since the early 
1970's are a likely factor in the decline of long distance travel 
for camping. 

E. ORIGIN/DESTINATION OF MAINE CAMPERS 
BY COUNTY (TABLES 7 & 8) 

On a statewide basis, the or1g1n of Maine camping 
parties visiting State park campgrounds in 1982, reflects fairly 
closely the distribution of population among Maine counties (1980 
census), with the exception of York County which had a much 
smaller proportion of campers than its share of the overall State 
population. Cumberland, Kennebec and Penobscot counties 
contribute the largest proportion of Maine campers to State park 
campgrounds, and have done so since 1964. 
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On an individual park basis, only four parks draw the 
greatest proportion of Maine camping parties from the county in 
which they are located; these include Sebago Lake and Bradbury 
Mountain in Cumberland county, where overall population 
concentration is high, and Aroostook and Cobscook Bay where 
county populations are low and distance from more populated areas 
is considerable. Cumberland County was the largest county of 
origin of Maine campers at six parks in 1982 - Bradbury Mountain, 
Camden Hills, Lily Bay, Mount Blue, Rangeley Lake and Sebago 
Lake, and Penobscot was the largest county of origin for Maine 
campers at two parks - Lamoine and Peaks-Kenny. In contrast, in 
1964, Penobscot County was the largest county of origin for Maine 
campers at five parks, and Cumberland the largest at only two 
parks. The more rapid population growth in Cumberland County 
over the years and the opening of three new State park 
campgrounds are contributing factors to the change. 

Using the same data, it is possible to consider the 
preferred destination of Maine State park campers for the State 
and by county. Since 1976, for example, over half of the Maine 
camping parties (65%) using State park campgrounds have selected 
five parks: Camden Hills, Cobscook Bay, Lily Bay, Mt. Blue and 
Sebago Lake. Mount Blue was the clear favorite with Maine 
campers in both 1964 and 1982. For most counties, the preferred 
State park campgrounds in 1982 were those closest to home. Two 
exceptions to this were Sagadahoc and Hancock counties, for which 
the State park campground of first choice was some distance away: 
Lily Bay for Hancock County and Mt. Blue for Sagadahoc County. 

F. CAMPING EQUIPMENT 

1. TYPE OF CAMPING EQUIPMENT: 1982 (TABLE 9) 

Tents were the most common type of camping equipment 
used at State park campgrounds in 1982: on a statewide basis, 
59% of the camping parties used tents. Tent trailers, campers, 
trailers and vans were the next most common type of camping 
equipment at State park facilities, representing another 29% 
combined of the 1982 camping parties. Tents were the most common 
type of camping equipment at Lily Bay and Mt. Blue, representing 
66% of the camping parties at each park. Tents were least common 
at Lake St. George (45%), where tent trailers, trailers and 
campers represented 39% of the total camping parties. Tent 
trailers, trailers, and campers were also relatively more common 
at Peaks-Kenny (32%). 
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2. TYPE OF CAMPING EQUIPMENT 1964-1982 (TABLE 9A) 

The 1964 survey did not record the type of camping 
equipment used by State park campers, so other sources have to be 
considered to gain a picture of earlier camping equipment use. 
In the 1959 Maine State Park Commission Camper Use Survey, 77,1% 
of the questionnaire returns indicated respondents using tents, 
while 8.1% camped in house trailers and another 5.6% used 
collapsible trailers or ''tent trailers". The rel~tively high 
proportion of tents in 1959 (77,1%) compared to the proportion in 
1982 (59%) may reflect actual conditions or the fact that Baxter 
State Park, where motorized camping equipment is not permit~ed, 
was included in the early study. If there was a decline in tent 
use, as the comparison of 1959 and 1982 data suggests, it must 
have occurred during the 196O 1 s because registration data from 
1972 onwards shows increasing use of tents. Camping Survey Recap 
1972 (Bureau of Parks & Recreation) provides camping information
based on State park campground registrations which is not as 
complete as compilations for later years, but it does offer the 
following in comparison with 1976 and 1982 data on.a statewide 
basis. At the very least, this information shows an increasing 
use of tents at State park campgrounds between 1972 and 1982. 

Type of Camping Percent of CamEing Parties by Year 
Equipment 1972 1976 1982 

Tents 51% 53% 59% 
Trailers 27% 21% 15% 
Campers 17% 9% 8% 
All Other 6% 17% 21% 

Between 1976 and 1982, there was a clear increase in the 
use of tents, from 53% to 59%, and an equally clear decline in 
the use of tent trailers and trailers from 21% to ·15%. The use 
of campers decreased only 1% over the 6 years and the use of vans 
remained the same. In 1976, no State park campground had more 
than 60% of its camping parties using tents, and at three parks 
(Aroostook, Lake St. George and Peaks-Kenny), tents were u~ed by 
less than half of the parties. By 1982, five State parks had 60% 
or more of their camping parties using tents and only at Lake St. 
George did less than half of the parties use tents. The trend . 
toward tent use at State parks could be because trailer users are 
camping at private campgrounds. 

-29-



I 
w 
0 

. I 

5TATE °PAIZ-k. 

4~0STOOk: 

B"/2ADBUi2..Y MTN 

CAMDEN ttlLLS 

C!DB.SL!COK.- ljA'/ 

U\:KE Si: 6ED"f!k;c 

LAMOINE. 

LIL'/ b~'f 
MOU/\JT BLUE 

PEAK:S- kGt--JNY 

KA~LE'I LA-'i-E 

SEB,'\ioo LA-KE 

STATE. 

7'lffi.OF (!Af-1Pi N(=, £c;,>UI"Pk1E.1-JT 
( PE ECG~ T o F 'Pl+-£ TJE,S J 

- , q ,r2-
TE;t,.JT 

. 7?:J.JT 772.lrlLE:12.. Tf2Jttt.Ee. CA14Petl. ¥4-tJ OTH-e.tZ. 

S(p ~ s It, (p ·10 

~o 3 7 7 ~ 16 

S'] (p s IP I I 14 
57 7 ~ 7 8" I z_ 

45 lb I/ ;z_ 5 JZ-

ss I, 9 / 2. s I 4 
IP Ip (p {p I/ ·1 '8' 

~(p 4 . 8" 8" z 11 
54 I I c; I z. 5 I 10 

!t,o s 7 I z. 8"" I ~ 
!PO 13 g-- 5 ...3 1 I 

57 8"' 7 ~ & 15 

-r 4BLE:: CJ A 
tt:J7fo - l']K L 

l'i7t. 
TEUT 

TE:t.JT "TIZAf (.E;f_ nitll.E;e CAMPEe. 1/4~ oTHEt.. 

45 Jr Jo ~ 3 11 

S(p (p s 'D" /0 11 
51 & ~ // 9 ./ D 

SL . 17- 1 /0 7 // 

44 /0 17 I z.,. 5 J:3 

50 ·~ I~ 7 4 IS 

sc; !O 0 /0 7 ' ss /3 10 IQ 4 ¥' 
I 
I 

Z/ I 41 · II 9 5 lo 
I 

? 9 I sz. JI II w--

! 5 z.. IS 15 l, ·z /O 

153 /0 I JI 1 ,0 II 



G. MISCELLANEOUS CAMPING CHARACTERISTICS (TABLE 10) 

Miscellaneous characteristics refer to the use of boats, 
canoes, and bicycles by State park camping parties, whether or 
not pets accompany campers to the park, and the proportion of 
camping parties which re-register or change sites at park 
campgrounds. 

Statewide, only 5% of the State park camping parties 
brought boats to a park campground in 1982. Only 1% of the 
parties brought canoes. Lily Bay and Rangeley Lake had the 
highest proportions of camping parties bringing boats (15% and 
13%, respectively), and the highest proportions bringing canoes 
(4% and 3%, respectively). In 1976, the statewide proportion of 
camping parties bringing boats and canoes to State park 
campgrounds were the same as in 1982, 5% and 1%; and Lily Bay and 
Rangeley Lake had the largest proportions of campers bringing 
boats~ The use of canoes by camping parties increased at both 
parks, but most noticeably at Lily Bay. No comparable data 
exists for boating use by State park campers in' 19 64. According 
to the 1959 Camper Use Survey, 9.1% of the camper respondents 
brought boats to State parks. · 

Less than .5% of the camping parties visiting State park 
campgrounds brought bicycles along in either 1976 or 1982. In 
1976, Bradbury Mountain and Lamoine had the greatest proportions 
of camping parties bringing bicycles: 1% of all parties at each 
park. In 1982 only Lamoine and Peaks-Kenny had noticeable 
proportions of camping parties with bicycles: 1% at Lamoine and 
2% at Peaks-Kenny. Information about camper use of bicycles is 
not available for years prior to 1976. 

A small but significant proportion of camping parties 
bring pets to State park campgrounds: 14% of all parties in 1976 
and 10% of all pa~ties in 1982. Statewide, the average number of 
pets per party was 1. 2 in 1976 and 1. 1 in '1982. The range in 
number of pets per party for the two study years was a high of 
1.4 at Bradbury Mountain and Mt. Blue in 1982, and a low of 1.1 
pets per party at 4 parks in 1976 and 6 parks in 1982. (Pets are 
not allowed at Sebago Lake State Park). In terms of actual 
numbers, the number of camping parties with pets at State park 
campgrounds declined by 33% over the six years from 3495 parties 
in 1976 to 2361 parties in 1982. 

Information on the 'number of camping parties that re
register or change sites at State park campgrounds provides an 
indication of satisfactin with a park or site and also prov-ides 
further characterization of the campers using State park 
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facilities. In 1982, 23% of all camping parties at State parks 
were re-registering parties, a decline from 30% of all parties in 
1976. Re-registration at Sebago Lake (41%) was nearly twice the 
State average. Most other parks were near the State average of 
23% ranging from 18% at Cobscook Bay to 27% at Lamoine. Two 
parks had very low re-registrations: Bradbury Mountain at 6% and 
Rangeley Lake at 7%. Low re-registration at Bradbury Mountain 
would be expected because of its high proportion of out-of-state 
campers. At Rangeley Lake the low 7% re-registration in 1982 is 
a significant drop from 32% in 1976. Between 1976 and 1982, nine 
of the eleven State parks had a decline in proportion of parties 
re-registering. The largest declines were at Rangeiey Lake (from 
32% to 7%), and at Lily Bay (from 44% to 25%). Only at Bradbury 
Mountain and Lamoine did re-registration increase by a small 
percent. Information on re-registration is not available for the 
years before 1976. 

In 1976, the proportion of parties at State park 
campgrounds that changed sites was 8% statewide and ranged from 
highs of 20% and 17% respectively at Sebago Lake and Lily Bay and 
lows of less than .5% at Bradbury Mountain and Camden Hills. 
Data on site changes was not consistently recorded for parks in 
1982, nor is it available for the years prior to 1976. 
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V. COASTAL/NON-COASTAL SUMMARY (TABLE 11) 

Three of the State parks included in the study are 
considered coastal: Camden Hills in Knox & Lincoln counties, 
Cobscook Bay in Washington County and Lamoine ln Hancock County. 
The three coastal parks are all closer to Maine's second most 
populated county, Penobscot, and to the Bangor urban area, than 
to other major population centers. The remaining eight State 
parks are considered non-coastal. 

A. OVERALL CAMPING ATTENDANCE (TABLE 11A & 118) 

In terms of camper nights, coastal parks had 29% of the 
overall 1982 camping attendance, and non-coastal parks had 71%. 
The same-distribution held true in 1976. In 1964, coastal parks 
had about 10% less of the total camper nights statewide, probably 
reflecting the absence of Cobscook Bay camping, because that park 
did not open until 1965. ·Between 1964 and 1982 there was a 95% 
increase· in camper nights at coastal State parks compared to a 
23% increase at non-coastal parks. During this period, Cobscook 
Bay was added to the coastal parks and Peaks-Kenny and Rangeley 
Lake were added to the non-coastal parks. 

In terms of numbers of camping parties, information 
which is available· for only 1976 and 1982, coastal parks had 
closer to 40% of all camping parties in both 1976 and 1982, and 
non-coastal parks had closer to 60%. Between 1976 and 1982, 
there was an overall decline of 5% in camping parties at State 
parks. By comparison, coastal parks had a decline of 11%, while 
non-coastal parks had a decline in camping parties of only 1%. 

B. CAMPING PARTY SIZE AND LENGTH OF STAY (TABLE 11C) 

In 1982, the average camping party at coastal parks was 
smaller.than the average camping party statewide and at non
coast~l parks: an average size of 2.6 persons per party compared 
to 3.0 persons for the State and 3.1 persons for ·all other State 
parks. Since 1964, the average camping party at coastal State 
parks has decreased in size as it has for the State and other 
parks, though the decrease has been somewhat larger at the 
coastal parks: a decrease in average party size of 1.5 persons 
at coastal parks, compared to a decrease of 1.2 persons for the 
State and 1.1 persons for other parks. 

Like the smaller average party size, the average length 
of stay for a camping party is shorter at coastal parks than for 
the State and other parks. In 1982, the average length of stay 
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at coastal parks was 1.9 days, compared to 2.3 days for the State 
as a whole, and 2.5 days for non-coastal parks. Length of 
camping party stay increased very slightly (+.l days) at coastal 
parks between 1976 and 1982. Over the same period, length of 
stay decreased slightly (-.2 days) for the State as a whole and 
more noticeably (-.4 days) at non-coastal parks. 

C. ORIGIN OF CAMPERS (TABLE llD) 

Coastal parks had noticeably fewer campers from Maine 
than did non-coastal parks in 1982: 28% compared to 45%. The 
greater proportion of out-of-state campers at coastal parks has 
been true since 1964, although the difference between coastal and 
non-coastal parks was less in the earlier years. In spite of the 
smaller proportion of Maine campers at coastal parks, this 
proportion increased from 13% in 1964 to 28%- in 1980, reflecting 
the statewide trend of increasing numbers of Maine campers at 
State park ca~pgrounds. The place of origin for the greatest 
proportion of out-of-state campers at coastal parks is states 
outside the New England and mid-Atlantic regions; parties from 
"other states" accounted for 23% of all parties at coastal parks 
compared to 10% at non-coastal parks, a ratio of about 2:1 which 
has remained fairly constant since 1964. At non-coastal parks, 
the predominant area of origin for out-of-state campers is 
Massachusetts; campers from Massachusetts represented 18% of all 
parties at non-coastal parks in 1982 compared to 13% at coastal 
parks. The proportion of Massachusetts campers at non-coastal 
parks declined from 23% in 1964 to 18% in 1982. 

D. MILES TRAVELLED BY MAINE CAMPERS (TABLE llE) 

Statewide, half of the Maine campers visiting State 
parks in 1982 travelled 50 miles or less to tneir destination. 
By comparison, at coastal parks only 37% of the camping parties 
travelled less than 50 miles, while at non-coastal parks 56% 
travelled less than 50 miles. Also, at coastal parks a greater 
proportion of Maine camping parties travelled over 100 miles to 
their destination than was the case at non-coastal parks: 28% 
compared to 15%. The same trend existed in 1976. 

E. ORIGIN/DESTINATION OF MAINE CAMPERS (TABLE llF & llG) 

As in the case statewide, the origin of Maine campers at 
State parks generally reflects geographic location near 
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population concentrations. Statewide, State park campgrounds 
draw most Maine campers from Cumberland, Penobscot and Kennebec 
counties, three of the four Maine counties with over 100,000 1980 
population. At coastal parks, the largest group of Maine campers 
by origin (20%) come from Penobscot county, followed by campers 
from Cumberland County (17%), Kennebec County (12%) and 
Washington County (9%). At non-coastal parks, the largest group 
of Maine campers by origin comes from Cumberland County (25%), 
followed by Kennebec and Penobscot counties (13% and 11%, 
respectively). 

Overall, a higher proportion of Maine campers visiting 
State park campgrounds favor non-coastal parks: only campers 
from Washington County favored coastal parks in 1982, 66% of them. 
choosing a coastal park, most probably Cobscook Bay. Between 40% 
and 50% of the campers from five other counties chose coastal 
State parks in 1982i these included Hancock, Knox, Lincoln, 
Penobscot and Waldo counties which either contain or are fairly 
close to the coastal parks. 

F. ~YPE OF CAMPING EQUIPMENT (TABLE llH) 

The principal type of camping equipment at coastal parks 
in 1982 was tents, used by 58% of the parties. At non-coastal 
parks, 60% of the camping parties used tents. In 1982, tent 
trailers and campers were used by more parties at non-coastal 
than coastal parks, and vans were used by more coastal park 
campers. 

G. MISCELLANEOUS CAMPING CHARACTERISTICS (TABLE 111) 

The proportion of camping parties bringing boats to 
coastal State park campgrounds was lqw. (1%), in both 1976 and 

'1982 compared to statewide and non-coastal park proportions. At 
non-coastal parks, the proportion of parties bringing boats 
dropped frbm 8% in 1976 to 5% in 1982. Statewide, the proportion 
bringing boats remained at 5%. Less than 1% of the camping 
parties brought canoes to coastal parks in 197& and 1982, 
compared to 1% of parties at non-coastal parks and statewide in 
both years. 

In 1982, the proportion of campers bringing pets to 
coastal parks (23%) was three times the proportion at non-coastal 
parks and more than twice the proportion statewide. Between 
1976 and 1982, the proportion of parties bringing pets to State 
parks decreased both statewide, and at non-coastal parks, but 
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the proportion increased at coastal parks. The average number of 
pets per owner did not vary significantly between coastal and 
non-coastal parks. 

Between 1976 and 1982, the proportion of camping parties 
re-registering at State park campgrounds declined from 33% to 24% 
at non-coastal parks but from only 24% to 21% at coastal parks. 
In 1982, the proportion of parties re-registering was more 
similar for coastal and non-coastal parks compared to 1976 when 
10% more of the parties at non-coastal parks were re-registrants. 
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VI. INDIVIDUAL PARK SUMMARIES 

A. AROOSTOOK STATE PARK (TABLE 12A-12H) 

1. 1982 CAMPING CHARAGTERISTICS 

A 33% sample of the 1982 camping ·registrations was 
examined for Aroostook State Park in Presque lsle. The sample 
included 363 camping parties and 1148 persons, representing a 
total of 1089 parties and 3485 individual campers with an average 
party size of 3.2 persons. The total length of stay for the 
sample parties was 695 days, resulting in an average length of 
stay of 1.9 days per party. The park's average camping party was 
larger and its average stay was shorter than for the eleven parks 
combined. Nineteen percent (19%) of the 1982 sample parties were 
re-registering parties, compared to a proportion of 23% re
registration for all parks combined. 

Sixty-eight percent (68%) of the 1982 sample camping 
parties came from New England; over one-half, 59% of the samples, 
were Maine parties. Aroostook was the only park to have a higher 
than average proportion of parties coming from Canada - 16% 
compared to the statewide park average of 6%; eleven percent 
(11%) of the sample parties came from New Brunswick. Of the 
sample parties coming from Maine, 67% originated in Aroostook 
County and a similar proportion, 66%, travelled 50 miles or less 
to the park. Most of the remaining ~ample parties from Maine, 
33%, came from distances over 100 miles. Maine parties were also 
larger than average compared to all 11. parks in 1982 and had 
longer than average stays." 

Fifty-six percent (56%) of the sample camping parties in 
1982 used tents, a proportion somewhat lower than the statewide 
average. In contrast, 16% of the parties used campers, twice the 
statewide park average of 8%. Only 1% of the 1982 sample parties 
brought boats to the park compared.to 5% s~atewide, _and 14% 
brought pets, compared to 10% statewide. Aroostook also had a 
lower rate of re-registration than did the eleven parks 

.combined - 19% compared to 23%. 

2. 1964-1982 CAMPING TRENDS 

In terms of overall attendance, Aroostook had a 271 
increase in the number of "camper nights" between 1964 and 1982, 
from 3691 to 4670. Reflecting the statewide trend, most of this 
growth occurred between 1964 and 1976 and there was actually a 
decline in "camper nights" between 1976 and 1982. Between 1964 
and 1982 Aroostook maintained a 2% share of "camper nights" 
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statewide. In contrast to the "camper night" data, camping party 
registrations show that the number of parties at Aroostook 
increased by 41% between 1976 and 1982, the second largest 
increase at any pari, and that its proportion of all camping 
parties at Stat~ parks increased from 3% to 5%. 

Between 1964 and 1982, the average camping party size at 
Aroostook dropped from 4.8 persons, the largest park party size 
in 1964, to 3.2 persons, one of four larger than average party 
sizes in 1982. The proportion of camping parties from Maine 
increased from 24% to 59%, and the proportion from Canada 
declined from 29% to 16%. Between 1964 and 1976, the proportion 
of Maine campers coming from Aroostook County increased from 30% 
to 68%. Between 1976 and 1982, the proportion of campers using 
tents increased from 45% to 56%, and the proportion of parties 
bringing pets and re-registering declined. 
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AVGT2f!-&E °PMZ...TY Srz.E: 4.-g- .3.4 3.z_ 

. ToTltL leJbTH- DF S,A'f (b4'1SJ U1'Jll- z4c; IPC/5 

AVE:72.A-&e l:&IJGTH DF Sr/t'/ ('bit-ls) u~K.- /. {p 1-Cj 

OE.lb/Iv OF 19&;4 /CJ?tp I C/<tz_ 
C!Atvl'Pttvb MT2.TIES 

No. 0/4 No. ¾ No. ¾ iABLEllB 

}JEJIJ € NfolAt.J b 33 41~ <g-~ 57"/4 ~4f5 (p~fo 
MAI~& 11 2.4 {p(p 43 214 59 
!<14-55/r(!.t-l u ~B rrs II lw /3 '8" 19 ..5 
t!o/.JAIELT I ~tJT I I 2. I 7 z_ 

"'1EVJ l-lltMP.sHt2E. ..3 4 s 3 4 I 

. V6efe10~T ' I I I 2. I 
12.tfO~E. l:5UHJb 0 0 I I Z- I 

Mtb ATL.ltNTtc Sr-4res q 13¼ t:3 'is'i~ Z.Za to% 
NEW YOfZ.J(_ 2. 3 {p 4 ,g ~ 
PE:}JJ..15'/LVltNIA 4 & 4 ...3 I/ 3 -· 
1JEW .JEJZ..SE'/ I I 3 2- .,;).. l ---· . ---···•·------ -
MPrt..YLAfJb 2- ..3 0 0 I -<-5 

0 ,ffE: /2.. ST A "Tc:;-,5 'n I I% /5 toj 35 ,ot 
<!..A tJ A f:JA 20 ZC/% 37 Z.4% 57 1&% 

-

OIJTA-l<!.10 2.. ..3 I I -.3 I 
G'IJel~c<:. z_ .3 ,,_____. ___ z_ I cg- z.. 
NOVA .:SC,OTt,A- " '1 ..3 z 4 I 

1'.J~W BlW~vJ ICJL q !:3 3/ z.o -39 ,, . 
011tEfl- PE.Ov I NCG.S I I 0 0 -3 I 

OTHE::JZ- C!oul\JT'fZ.-1 E-.S 0 o,: I I fo I . ~-st 
V/JWDWIJ 0 oto 0 o¼ 0 O¾ .. 

ToTlt-L. 70 IDOfo /54 1ooe1o 3&3 tOD°/4 
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MAIi.Jc c7..t4 731P -~· ~ . 
M4S.SA-e.H USETT5 l '1 52-
C.OtvtJEC.T IC UT 7 IC/ 
1.JE;W H-4MPsHI '/2.E. 4 9 
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CA-!JAbA- 4-1 1-5 57 /71, 

OtvrA-i2-I 0 3 14 
QOOBE:C. 8" 2.0 
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11-ZO (p 9 33 IS 
Zl-30 IC/ Z.9 44 cP. / 
.31-40 s 1f b ..3 
4:11-SO 0 0 3 I 

SI -ho 0 0 I I 

bl-1D 0 0 0 0 

t I -'irO 0 0 I I 

g1-90 0 0 z I 
91- 100 0 0 0 0 

IDI - 150 .3 5 I f., 8" 
151 -2.DO 4 VJ .;l.3 JI 

zo1-z..so 7 ,, Z..3 // 

N OEE 1l4A tv 2.50 MILE:.$ 7 // {p .3 

lJf.JILNDWN 0 0 0 0 

TDTA'L- fs,(p /0 z.:/o ~14 /ozf._ 

COUNTY OF O~lbf~ I qt,Ll l971P /Cj'{f2-
o'F MAINE- -

o/o- -0/D CAM Pl Nb ~A-1<-Tl ES ~0- t-Jo. ~o. o/a TA'B..E J~J:= 
A\J blZDSC.Obb l N I Ip D 0 I I 

-,1\-U)()S TOO\l. 5 ..30 45 t, 8" _(4:3 &, 7 ·---
C.U~BE;IZ .. LAt.JD ________ 4 ~4 4 ~ I (p 7 
FE.AW~Llt--.l 0. 0 ..3 I 

'1-At-J&X.JL 0 (:J .s 2. 
----~1..J ~EBE<::. I /p 2- 3 CJ 4 -

ll.NOX ..3 5 4 z 
'-HJC.OUJ 0 0 I 5 
DX.FD~ 2- I.J.. I cf}.. .3 I ---
l:>E:JJD5SCDT 3 I ff G, 9 15 7 -
~l5LATAQUlS 0 0 I I 

-
5-AbA bA HOC. I c!J. I I -

...._ __ ~OME.g_sE:T __ ., ___________ I d). I - I ·- ,__.. . 

WPt-LM I c:J.. z. I 

Wl>c5H-I_NbTON I .,J. I I 

'/012-K.. I G-., I <:!).. 'if 4 
UfJl:WDWN D 0 0 0 0 

ToTA-L I] 102.1,, /p& /03¼ c5V4 /07~1 -- ~ 
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OtZJbltJ OF MAHJf:. l>At:!.TIES P'MZ.1le5 l=>'A-12.1le5 t41L.G.S oe,tt.:,I f-J OF M~tJE; ~IE..S i>A-e·nes 
DXFDlZ.b 3 p:i/e, W~I JJ b TD N I 

F12...'/t i;oU IU:, I ZDr-z.<;o DEtJ ~'/5 VI LL.E:. I 
f>A12JS I Z.0(-Z.\O 

~~--'N Ac 'I I .J.DI-ZS0 '/01Z..IL "8' 
EUOT I 

l>a.JOBSC.OT ,s 70/t:J Le31.\JJ D fJ I 
BM.Jb01Z.. .3 /31-140 WEU....5 I 
LB.IA-lJT z_ 131-140 Ol.b 0~l::> hot· I ----
l....lµ/lnuJ 2- a-1-90 ILlTTelZ-'/ I 

MEbWA'-1 I. 11-E-D ~ I 
H-4fY\ P ]Yef,J I /31-140 BEIZ.LO\UL I 

MILFDU I 1-Z.1-130 tb'e-TE:-£- I 
orz..ot..JD I ,z.1-130 
OL.b -rowk.l I rz..,-130 70TAL --Z..14 
~)\-171 ~~l:> I 121 130 
l.O~TibA.JJ I 111-rz..o 
l0l2-HJUA I t31-l<fD 

"PISCA TA Q lJ IS I 1°/o 
GiZ6a.) VI U£ I ll l -IZ-0 

::5-Pr&A-l:A+I-D<- I IV/o 
EOWU)l lJ ~ I Wl-7.. •c;'o 

50t--~ _-<..e-T l l'/o 
FAIVFI.Cl.h ( 15(-Wl) 

11 )A{..,'tY) z_ 1°/o 
\v l~Oe. .. i z_ rz.1-130 

%OF- No-
l>A--e'..TIE,<.. Mt££$ 

(O/o 
t'Z.l-13D 

4 "/o 
?Z.50 
7z.So 
72-50 
wr-z.so 
)ZSO 

>Z.SO 
>2.50 

Z..Ol-ZSo 

102:.Q,~ 



AfZOD.STDOt... 5JA.-TE. ?AK-~ 
C.AMF>t~b GHA-2.AC.TEl2J~TILS 4- Te.E:t-.J])S ~ 1q1,4 - 19 8"'2:... 

"T'{PE OF C!.AMPING E°CyUlj:::)ME:t--JT 1q7~ I CJ 8-L 
USED 1=>'/ CAM?, ~6 PA-e..TIE:S 

~0- t>/4 ~0- ¼ 'TA:Bl£- I~ 6 

TE.NT ~°I 15 o-D3 SI, 

TE~1 712.AI LE:g_ 12- ~ Z'8' g 

712.AI LE: 12.. cJ,. 7 ,i 19 .5 

C..t\M'PE l<.. /3 ~ 57 16 

VA-tJ 1 3 al I It; 

MOTol2.. HOME 4 ..3 JO 3 

Te-Vl..ll. LnJC.LLfD?=s ~ , \J , 91" ) 3 z_ (p 2. 

0 TH-E.R...L\ 9 7 & ) 0 0 - -
I t0 71+E: OPE:.t-J (_1crr;z) - - 0 D 

lJt--..l~NOWN zz. 14 /Cj s 
TDTAL 151 / 01 D/(J ..3&3 IOI v/r, 

M ISC..E.LL.At.JEDLJS cHAR.Al..TElc..lSTIC.S l'17(,, [tq&-z_ 

Of CAt'<lP(t--)b l=:>Atz.."Ttt:5 
No- D/~ "-.Jo .. b/o TABL.E. IZH 

PA12-T\E-S WITH BoATS I I ..3 I 
PA "E.. T lc:-5 W l TH CANOE::S 0 tJ 0 0 

°PAl2... Tl ES W l TH \:>\ C:·-1 (!_Lc:S 0 0 I ,<.5 

PAJ2-TI E:-S WI n+ +::'ET.S 3/ LO Sf 14 
0 

A.Vb· 'PETS l:>E:i<.. oWN E-e... ; . I /.Z.. 

"P~TI ES TH A-1 i2E: R..E'=::>I S TE:12.E b 34 zz. (p 7 l<t 

PA-~ Tl"E:-S l'HA-T C!..t-+ANC£D SITE-S 1 ..3 0 0 
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B. BRADBURY MOUNTAIN STATE PARK (TABLES 13A-13H) 

1. 1982 CAMPI NG CHARACTERISTICS· 

A 20% sample of the 1982 camping registrations was 
examined for Bradbury Mountain State Park in Pownal. The sample 
included 232 camping parties, and 582 persons, representing a 
total of 1160 parties and 2900 individual campers at an average 
party size of 2.5 persons. The total length of stay for the 
sample parties was 263 days resulting in an average stay per 
party of 1.1 days. Bradbury had the shortest average length of 
stay of the eleven parks in 1982 and the second smallest average 
party size. Six percent (6%) of the 1982 sample parties were re
registering parties, the smallest rate of re-registration among 
the parks and well. below the statewide average of 23%, 

Eighty-six percent (861) of the 1982 sample camping 
parties at Bradbury were from outside Maine, the highest 
proportion of non-resident parties among the State parks. Fifty
eight percent (58%) of the sample parties came from mfd-Atlantic 
or other U.S. states outside of New England, compared to an 
average of 28% for all parks, and only 14% were Maine parties, 
compared to an average ot 39% Maine parties at all parks. Of the 
sa.mple parties coming from ·Maine, 60% came from 50 miles or less 
to visit the park and only 12% travelled over 100 miles. Forty
five percent (45%) of the Maine parties were from nearby 
Cumberland and Androscoggin counties.· The sample parties from 
Maine had a larger average party size of 3.3 persons. 

Sixty percent (60%) of the 1982 sample parties used 
tentsi near the average for all parks. The type of camping 
equipment used at Bradbury in 1982 in general reflected the types 
used at other parks, except for tent trailers which were 
noticeably less common at Bradbury. The sample registration 
forms showed no use of boats, canoes and bicycles at B~adbury, 
and an average proportion (10%) of parties bringing pets; 
Bradbury had the highest average number of pets per owner at 1.4. 

2. 1964-1982 CAMPING TRENDS 

· Overall attendance at Bradbury Mountain, expressed in 
terms of "camper nights", declined 10% between 1964 and 1982, 
from 7597 nights to 6870 nights. As was the case for other 
parks, the number of "camper nights" increased between 1964 and 
1976 and decreased between 1976 and 1982. Between 1964 and 1982, 
Bradbury maintained a 3% to 4% share of all "camper nights" at 
State parks. In contrast to the "camper night" data, camping 
party registrations show that Bradbury had a 5% - 7% share of all 
camping parties at State parks in 1976 and 1982. 
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Between 1964 and 1982, the average camping party at 
Bradbury Mountain decreased in size from 3.7 persons to 2.5 
persons. Party sizes at Bradbury have consistently been lower 
than at most other parks, and length of stay at Bradbury was 
lowest among the parks (1.1 days) in both 1976 and 1982. Of the 
eleven parks, Bradbury has had the lowest or second lowest 
proportion of Maine camping parties since 1964 and the highest or 
second highest proportion of camping parties coming from outside 
New England. (Camden Hills has similar proportions of Maine and 
non-New England camping parties.) Of the small proportion of 
Maine camping parties visiting Bradbury, 60% or more came from 
within a 50 mile radius in both 1976 and 1982, and the proportion 
coming from between 51 and 100 miles increased between those 
years from 14% to 21%. Between 1976 and 1982 the proportion of 
Maine camping parties coming from nearby Cumberland and 
Androscoggin counties declined from 55% to 45%. 

The proportio~ of sample camping parties using tents 
increased between 1976 and 1982, and the proportion of parties 
using tent trailers declined. The percent of parties re
registering increased noticeably from 3% to 6% during this 
period. 
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• B12Abau~1 Me>L)t-.)TA:lt-J S,A(,e: P+>ttt 
CA~fPttJ& C.tfA-12-A-C.TEJ2..JSTILS f Te..E:lJM: 191P4-1'11rl.. 

p A-e. T)' .s I ZE I LaJ b TH Of .ST A'/ ,qt,4 IC/ 71P 19r;z_ -rABLE 13A 
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1JEW YO£.K.. d./ IL 3.5 /0 :37 /{p 

---·---
1 13 PENIJ5'/LVft/JIA 7 s 13 (p 

_____ NEW.JETZ..SE'/ _______ ~ . ____ /0 7 z...3 ~ 14 /,,_, 
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C. CAMDEN HILLS STATE PARK ((TABLES 14A-14H) 

1. 1982 CAMPING CHARACTERISTICS 

A 10% sample of the 1982 camping registratio~ forms was 
examined for Camden Hills State Park in Camden-Lincolnville. The 
sample included 572 camping parties and 1493 persons representing 
a total of 5720 parties and 14,872 individual campers at an 
average party size of 2.6 persons. The total length of stay for 
the sample parties was 1000 days resulting in an average length 
o.f stay of 1.8 days per party. Camden Hills had one of the three 
smallest average party sizes and the second shortest average 
length of stay in 1982. Twenty one percent (21%) of the sample 
parties were re-registering parties; near the average of 23% for 
all parks. 

Seventy-nine percent (79%) of the 1982 sample camping 
parties were from outside Maine; 30% came from the remainder of 
New England, 18% from mid-Atlantic states and 25% from other U.S. 
states. Maine camping parties were of larger than average size 
for the park and had a somewhat shorter than average length of 
stay. Of the sample parties from Maine, 35% travelled between 31 
and 50 miles to the park, and 22% travelled between 71 and 80 
miles. Only 10% of the Maine parties travelled over 100 miles to 
the park. Nearly one-quarter of the Maine parties came from 
Cumberland County and another 27% came from Penobscot and 
Kennebec counties. 

The use of tents at Camden Hills equalled the statewide 
park average of 59% of all camping parties. A higher than 
average proportion of parties (11% compared to 6%} used vans. 
Less than .5% of the 1982 sample parties brought boats, canoes or 
bicycles to the park, compared to 6% for all parks, and a smaller 
proportion of the sample parties brought pets, 6% compared to 10% 
for all parks. 

2. 1964-1982 CAMPING TRENDS 

Between 1964 and 1982, there was a 46% increase in the 
number of "camper nights" at Camden Hills, with the increase 
occurring between 1964 and 1976. Since 1964, Camden Hills had 
the second largest share of the total number of "camper nights" 
at the eleven State parks, either 16% or 17%. Only Sebago Lake 
had a greater number of "camper nights". In contrast to "camper. 
nights", Camden Hills had the largest number of camping parties 
at State parks since 1964, ranging between one-fifth and one
quarter of all parties at the State parks. Though there was a 
decline in the number of camping parties at Camden Hills between 
1976 and 1982, it was a loss of only 1% and the smallest decline 
among the six parks with losses. 

-56-



Between 1964 and 1982, the average camping party 
decreased in size from 4.0 to 2.6 persons. The average length of 
stay decreased only slightly from 1 .9 days to 1.8 days between 
1976 and 1982. Camden Hills has consistently had smaller than 
average party sizes and shorter than average stays. 

Since 19~4, the proportion of Maine campers at Camden 
Hills has been much lower than average for the State parks, 
although that proportion increased dramatically from 7% in 1964 
to 21% in 1982. The proportion of campers from mid-Atlantic and 
other U.S. states outside New England in contrast, has been high 
over time, ranging from 53% in 1964 to 43% in 1982. Of the 
relatively small proportion of Maine campers visiting Camden 
Hils, the proportion travelling less than 50 miles to the park 
has more than doubled since 1976, from 20% to 48% in 1982. 
Between one-fifth and one~quarter of the Maine camping parties 
visiting Camden Hills in 1976 and 1982 came from Cumberland 
County, but the proportion of parties coming from Penobscot and 
Oxford counties was 10% less in 1982. 

The proportion of camping parties using tents at. Camden 
Hills increased from 54% in 1976 to 59% in 1982 while the 
proportion using campers and trailers declined. The proportion 
of parties bringing pets decreased significantly from 16% in 1976 
to 6% in 1982, and the proportion of parties re-registering was 
5% less in 1982. 
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D. COBSCOOK BAY STATE PARK (TAB.LES 15A-15H) 

1. 1982 CAMPING CHARACTERISTICS 

A 20% sample of the 1982 camping registration forms was 
examined for Cobscook Bay State Park in Dennysville. The sample 
included 499 camping parties and 1303 persons, representing a 
total of·2495 parties and 6487 individual campers at an average 
party size of 2.6 persons. The total length of stay for the 
sample parties was 930 days, and the average length of stay was 
1.9 days per party. Like Camden Hills and Bradbury Mountain, 
average party sizes and average stays at Cobscook Bay are among 
the smallest at the State parks. Eighteen percent (18%) of the 
1982 sample parties were re-registering parties, less than the 
average rate of re-registration (23%) at all parks. 

Sixty-three percent (63%) of the 1982 sample camping 
parties were from·outside Maine: 22% were from other New England 
states, 15% from mid-Atlantic states and 20% from .other U.S. 
states. Of the sample parties from Maine, only 20% travelled 
less than 50 miles to the park; 55% travelled more than 100 
miles. Twenty percent (20%) of the 1982 sample parties were from 
Washington County, 17% from Penobscot County,_ 13% from Kennebec 
County and 12% from Cumberland County. · 

Fifty-seven percent (57%) of the 1982 sample camping 
parties at Cobscook Bay used tents, compared to 59% at all parks. 
In general, the type of camping equipment used at Cobscook Bay 
varied by only 1% to 2% from the proportion for each type used at 
all State parks. A smaller than average proportion of parties 
brought boats or canoes to Cobscook Bay (less than .5% for each), 
and 14% of the sample parties brought pets. At 18%, the percent 
of parties re-registering was smaller than the peraent at all 
parks - 23%. 

2. 1°976-1982 CAMPING TRENDS 

Between 1976 and 1982, there was a 10% decline in the 
number of "camper nights" at Cobscook Bay, but in both years the 
park had an 8% share of "camper nights" at all State parks. The 
number of camping parties also declined by 10% over this period, 
and the proportion of all state park cam~ing parties visiting 
Cobscook decreased from 11% to 10%. 

The average camping party size at Cobscook Bay did not 
change from 1976 to 1982, and the average length of stay 
increased from 1 .7 to 1.9 days. The proportion of camping 
parties from Maine increased from 28% to 37% between 1976 and 
1982, while the proportion from the remainder of New England 
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decreased from 29% to 22%. The proportion of camping parties 
from Canada dropped significantly from 14% to 6J, and the 
proportion of camping parties from U.S. states outside of the New 
England and mid-Atlantic regions increased from 14% to 20%, 
While the proportion of Maine parties travelling over 100 miles 
to a park campground was highest at Cobscook Bay in 1982, that 
proportion (55%) was significantly lower than in 1976 when 70% of 
the parties came from over 100 miles away. In 1976, 15% of the 
Maine parties travelled 201 to 250 miles to the park, compared to 
only 2% travelling this far in 1982. Between 1976 and 1982, the 
proportion of Maine parties coming from Cumberland and Penobscot 
counties declined, and the proportion from Kennebec County 
increased. · 

Between 1976 and 1982, the proportion of camping parties 
using tents increased from 52% to 57%, and the proportions using 
tent trailer~ and campers declined noticeably. Over this period 
there were no significant chang~s in the use of boats, canoes, or 
bicycles, or in the proportion of parties bringing pets. The 
percent of camping parties re-registering decreased from 22% to 
18%. 
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E. LAKE ST. GEORGE STATE PARK (TABLES 16A-16H) 

1. 1982 CAMPING CHARACTERISTICS 

A 50% sample of the 1982 camping registration forms was 
examined for Lake St. George State Park in Liberty. The sample 
included 508 camping parties and 1529 persons, representing a 
total of 1016 parties and 3048 individual campers at an average 
party size of 3,0 persons. The total length of stay for the 
sample parties was 1265 days, and the average length of stay was 
2.5 days per party. Average party size at Lake St. George 
equalled the average party size at all parks and the average 
length of stay was somewhat longer than for all parks. Twenty
six percent (26%) of the sample parties were re-registering 
parties, and Lake St. George had an above average rate of re
registration. 

Forty-seven percent (47%) of the 1982 sample parties at 
Lake St. George were from outside Maine: 21% came from other New 
England states, 13% from mid-Atlantic states and 11% from other 
states in the U.S. The proportion of sample parties from Maine 
exceeded the average for all parks: 53% at Lake St. George 
compared to 39% for all eleven parks. Of the sample parties from 
Maine, 78% travelled 50 miles or less to the park and over half 
travelled between 11 and 30 miles. (Only Sebago Lake had a 
larger proportion (90%) of Maine camping parties coming from 
within a 50 mile radius.) Thirty-two percent (32%) of the Maine 
parties came from Kennebec County, another 16% from Waldo County 
and 10% from Penobscot County. Maine parties had a larger than 
average party size for the park and longer than average stays. 

Less than half (45%) of the 1982 camping parties at Lake 
St. George used tents~ the lowest proportion of tent use among 
the parks. In contrast, there was above average use of tent 
trailers, trailers, campers and motor homes - 46% at Lake St. 
George compared to 27% for all parks. The proportion of parties 
bringing boats and canoes was 10%, compared to 6% for all parks, 
and the proportion bringing pets - 16%, was among the highest for 
the eleven parks. 

2. 1964-1982 CAMPING TRENDS 

Between 1964 and 1982, the_ number of "camper nights" at 
Lake St. George increased 11% from 8548 nights to 9450 nights. 
There was a 30% increase in "camper nights" between 1964 and 1976 
and a 15% decline between 1976 and 1982. Lake St. George has 
consistently accounted for 4% of all "camper nights" at the State 
parks. Camping party registrations indicate that there was a 25% 
decline in the number of camping parties between 1976 and 1982. 
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Average camping party size and average length of stay at 
Lake St. George are similar for both 1976 and 1982 and are near 
the averages for all parks. Length of stay increased from 2.3 
days in 1976 to 2.5 days in 1982. The proportion of parties 
coming from Maine increased from 18% in 1964, to 37% in 1976, to 
53% in 1982. The proportion of parties coming from Massachusetts 
and the mid-Atlantic states declined noticeably while the 
proportion coming from other New England states and other U.S. 
states increased slightly over the 18 year period. In both 1976 
and 1982, the proportion of Maine parties tiavelling 50 miles or 
less to the park was more than 70%, and more than 90% came from 
within a 100 mile radius in both years. Between 1976 and 1982 
the proportion of parties coming from Kennebec County declined 
from 40% to 32%. 

Between 1976 and 1982, the proportion of parties using 
tents remained essentially the same, though the proportion using 
tent trailers and motor homes increased and the proportion using 
trailers declined. The proportion of parties bringing boats and 
canoes increased from just over 6% in 1976 to 10% in 1982. The 
proportion of parties re-registering declined from 30% to 26% 
over the- six years. 
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F. LAMOINE STATE PARK (TABLES 17A-17H) 

1. 1982 CAMPING CHARACTERISTICS 

A 33% sample of the 1982 camping registration forms was 
examined for Lamoine State Park in Lamoine. The sample included 
377 camping parties and 1031 persons, representing a total of 
1131 parties and 3054 individual campers at an average party size 
of 2.7 persons. The total length of stay for the sample parties 
was 754 days, and the average length of $tay was 2.0 days. 
Average party size at Lamoine was below the average of 3.0 
p~rsons for all parks, and average length of stay was shorter 
than the 2.3 day average stay at all parks., Twenty-seven percent 
(27%) of the sample parties were re-registering parties, a rate 
above the aver~ge for all parks of 23%. 

Fifty-seven percent (57%) of the 1982 sample camping 
parties at Lamoine were from out-of-state: equal proportions 
(19%) came from other New England states and other U.S. states, 
13% came from mid-Atlantic states and 5% came from Canada. The 
proportion of 1982 parties corning to Lamoine from Maine (43%) was 
above the average proportion of Maine parties at all parks (39%). 
Of the sample parties from Maine, less than half (47%) came from 
within a 50 mile radius, below the average for all parks of 51%, 
and 82% came from within. a 100 mile radius, very close to the 
average proportion for all parks - 83%. Thirty-two percent (32%) 
of the sample parties from Maine came from between 31 and 40 
miles away.· Over one-third (39%) of the Maine camping parties 
came from Penobscot County; the only other county to contribute 
10% or more of the Maine parties was Kennebec County with 11%. 
Maine camping parties were somewhat larger than average for the 
park and had somewhat longer average stays than was typical for 
the park. 

Fifty-five percent (55%) of the 1982 sample camping 
parties at Lamoine used tents, a somewhat smaller proportion than 
was true for all State parks (59%). The use of campers by 12% of 
the sample parties and trailers by 9% of the parties was above 
the average for all parks of 8% and 7% respectively. Over 2% of 
the 1982 sample parties at Lamoine brought boats or canoes to the 
park compared to 6% at all parks, and Lamoine had the highest 
proportion of parties bringing pets to a State park campground -
17%. 

2. 1964-1982 CAMPING TRENDS 

Between 1964 and 1982 the number of "camper nights" at 
Lamoine increased 36%: there was a 64% increase in "camper 
nights" between 1964 and 1976 and a 17% decrease between 1976 and 
1982. Lamoine has held a 5% share of all "camper nights'' at the 
eleven State parks since 1964. According to camping party 
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registration data there was a 41% decline in the number of 
camping parties visiting Lamoine between 1976 and 1982, from 1905 
parties to 1131 parties. 

Average camping party size declined from 4.5 persons in 
1964 to 2.9 persons in 1976,to 2.7 persons in 1982. Average 
length of stay increased between 1976 and 1982 from 1.8 to 2.0_ 
days, but was below the average stay at all parks in both years. 
The proportion of camping parties coming from Maine increased 
from 32% in 1964 to 43% in 1982, and Lamoine has consistently had 
an above average proportion of Maine parties. The proportion of 
camping parties coming from other New Eniland states declined 
between 1964 and 1982 as did the proportion from Canada. The 
proportion of parties coming from mid-Atlantic states has 
increased slightly since 1964 and the proportion from other U.S. 
states is about the same as in 1964. Of the Maine camping 
parties visiting Lamoine a smaller proportion of the 1982 parties 
travelled over 100 miles to reach the park: 19% in 1982 compared 
to 27% in 1976. The proportion of camping parties visiting 
Lamoine from Penobscot County declined from 55% in 1976 to 39% in 
1982, and the proportion from Kennebec County increased from 4% 
to 10%. 

Between 1976 and 1982 the proportion of camping parties 
using tents increased from 50% to 55%. The proportion using 
campers increased from 7% to 12% while the proportion using 
trailers declined significantly from 16% to 9%. Use of tents at 
Lamoine was below the proportion for all parks in both 1976 and 
1982. The propottion of camping parties bringing boats, canoes 
or pets to the park did not change significantly between 1976 and 
1982, but Lamoine was one of only two parks at which re
registration by camping parties increased (the other is Bradbury 
Mountain); re-registration increased from 24% in 1976 to 27% in 
1982. 
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G. LILY BAY STATE PARK (TABLES 18A-18H) 

1. 1982 CAMPING CHARACTERISTICS 

A 20% sample of the 1982 camping registrations was 
examined for Lily Bay State Park north of Greenville. The sample 
included 470 camping parties and 1406 persons, representing a 
total of 2350 parties and 7050 individual campers at an average 
party size of 3.0 persons. The total length of stay for the 
sample parties was 1260 days, and the average length of stay was 
2.7 days per party. Average party size at Lily Bay was the same 
as the average for all parks, and average length of stay was 
longer than that for all parks. At 2.7 days, the average stay 
was second only to Sebago Lake where the average stay was 4.0 
days. Only 18% of the 1982 sample parties at Lily Bay were re
registering parties, compared to 23% at all of the parks. 

Fifty-six percent (56%) of the 1982 camping parties at 
Lily Bay were from outside Maine: 31% of the parties came from 
other states in New England, 14% from the mid-Atlantic states and 
10% from other U.S. states. Following Sebago Lake at 34%, Lily 
Bay had the second highest proportion of sample camping parties 
from Massachusetts - 17%. (Rangeley Lake State Park had a 
similar proportion from Massachusetts - 16%.) Forty-four percent 
(44%) of the 1982 sample parties were from Maine. Of the Maine 
parties, only 12% came from within a 50 mile radius of the park; 
45% travelled between 51 and 100 miles to the park, and 37% 
travelled between 101 and 150 miles. Twenty-two percent (22%) of 
the Maine sample parties came from Cumberland County, 18% from 
Penobscot County and 14% from Kennebec County. Maine camping 
parties had an above average party size for the park and average 
length stays. 

Lily Bay and Mount Blue had the largest proportion of 
campers using tents-66% at each park, and Lily Bay had a larger 
proportion of camping parties using campers than was true for all 
parks-11% compared to 8%. Lily Bay also had the highest 
proportion of camping parties bringing boats to the park-15% 
compared to 5% for all parks, the highest proportion of parties 
bringing canoes-4% compared to 1% for all parks, and one of the 
highest proportions of parties bringing pets-16%. 

2. 1964-1982 CAMPING TRENDS 

Between 1964 and 1982, the number of "camper nights'' at 
Lily Bay increased 84% from 15,317 to 28,160. The largest 
increase, 71%, occurred between 1964 and 1976. Lily Bay has 
increased.its share of the total "camper nights" at all State 
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park campgrounds from 8% in 1964 to 11% in 1982. Lily Bay also 
had a modest 5% increase in the number of camping parties between 
1976 and 1982, and the park averages a 10% share of all camping 
parties at the eleven State parks for both years. 

Average camping party size at Lily Bay declined from 3.7 
persons in 1964 (one of the lowest at that time), to 3.3 persons 
in 1976, to 3.0 persons in 1982, while average length of stay 
remained at 2.7 days in both 1976 and 1982. The proportion of 
camping parties coming from Maine increased from 21% in 1964 to 
44% in 1982, while the proportion from the mid-Atlantic states 
dropped from 40% to 14% over the same period. Between 1976 and 
1982, the proportion of Maine parties coming from a 50 mile 
radius increased from 3% to 12%, and the proportion coming from a 
100 mile radius increased from 32% to 57%. Over the same period, 
the proportion of Maine campers at Lily Bay coming from 
Cumberland County increased from 16% to 22%. 

In both 1976 and 1982, Lily Bay had the highest 
proportion of camping parties using tents of the State park 
campgrounds; between 1976 and 1982 the proportion increased from 
59% to 66%. Other noticeable changes in equipment use at Lily 
Bay include declines in the proportion of parties using vans, 
trailers and tent trailers. The proportion of camping parties 
bringing canoes to Lily Bay increased from 1% in 1976 to 4% in 
1982. The proportion of parties bringing pets declined slightly 
over the 6 year period, and the proportion re-registering at the 
park dropped significantly from 44% to 25%. 
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H. MOUNT BLUE STATE PARK (TABLES 19A-19H) 

1. 1982 CAMPING CHARACTERISTICS 

A 20% sample of the 1982 camping registration forms was 
examined for Mount Blue State Park in Weld. The sample included 
473 camping parties and 1631 persons, representing a total of 
2365 parties and 8278 individual campers at an average party size 
of 3.5 persons. The total length of stay for the sample parties 
was 1112 days, and the average length of stay was 2.4 days per 
party. At 3.5 persons per party, Mt. Blue and Peaks-Kenny had 
the largest average camping party sizes among the parks. The 
average stay of 2.4 days at Mt. Blue was close to the average 
stay of 2.3 days for all parks. Eighteen percent (18%) of the 
1982 sample parties were re-registering parties at Mt. Blue, 
below the rate of 23% for all parks. 

Thirty-two percent (32%) of the 1982 sample parties at 
Mt. Blue were from outside Maine, the smallest proportion of out
of-state parties among the eleven park campgrounds.· Fourteen 
percent (14%) of the parties came from other states in New 
England, 7% from mid-Atlantic states and 8% from other states in 
the U.S. Of the parties from Maine, which represented 68% of 
all 1982 parties at Mt. Blue, 96% travelled to the park from 
within a 100 mile radius, and 59% came from a distance of 50 
miles or less. Twenty-one percent of the 1982 camping parties 
came from Cumberland County, 17% from Kennebec County, 13% from 
Androscoggin County and 13% from Franklin County. 

1 Sixty-six percent (66%) of the 1982 sample camping 
parties used tents at Mt. Blue compared to 59% for all parks. 
Mt. Blue and Lily Bay, both at 66%, had the highest proportions 
among the parks of camping parties using tents. At 4%, Mt. ~lue 
had one of the lowest proportions of campers using tent trailers, 
and at 2%, the lowest proportion of parties using vans. Only 5% 
of the 1982 camping parties brought boats or canoes to the park. 
Eleven percent (11%) of the parties brought pets, ijnd Mt. Blue 
had an above, average number of pets per owner - L 4 compared to 
1.1 for all parks. 

2. 1964-1982 CAMPING TRENDS 

Between 1964 and 1982, there was a very small, 1% 
increase in the number of "camper nights" at Mt. Blue, compared 
to a 38% increase for all parks. There was a 3% increase in 
"camper nights" between 1964 and 1976, and a 2% decrease between 
1976 and 1982. In 1964, Mt. Blue accounted for 11% of the 
"camper nights" at all State park campgrounds, and in 1976 and 
1982, it accounted for 8% of all "camper nights". Campground 
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registration data show that the number of camping parties at Mt. 
Blue increased 6% between 1976 and 1982 compared to an overall 
decline of 5% for all State park campgrounds during that period. 

The average camping party size at Mt. Blue in 1964 was 
4.5 persons, compared to 3.3 persons in 1976 and 3.5 persons in 
1982. Mt. Blue was the only State park campground at which the 
average party size increased between 1976 and 1982. Average 
length of stay by camping parties increased slightly between 1976 
and 1982. 

The proportion of Maine campers at Mt. Blue increased 
dramatically from 28% in 1964 to 68% in 1982. The only other 
group of campers, by place of origin, which increased its 
proportion of total campers over the 18 year period was that from 
U.S. states outside of the New England and mid-Atlantic regions. 
In 1976 the proportion of Maine campers travelling to Mt. Blue 
from distances over 100 miles was 17%, By 1982, this proportion 
declined significantly to 3%. In 1976, Kennebec County accounted 
for 20% of the camping parties at Mt. Blue, followed by 
Cumberland County at 18% and Androscoggin at 17%. In 1982, the 
proportion of parties coming from Kennebec and Androscoggin 
Counties declined and the proportion from Cumberland increased. 
Other notable increases took place in the proportion of camping 
parties from Oxford, Somerset and Washington counties. 

Between 1976 and 1982, the use of t~nts at Mt. Blue 
increased from 55% of the camping parties to 66%, and the use of 
tent trailers, trailers and campers declined. The proportion of 
parties bringing boats and canoes to the park remained 
essentially the same, while the proportion bringing pets declined 
from 18% to 11%. The proportion of sample parties re-registering 
at the park dropped from 25% to 18% between 1976 and 1982. 
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I. PEAKS-KENNY STATE PARK (TABLES 20A-20H) 

1. 1982 CAMPING CHARACTERISTIC 

A 33% sample of the 1982 camping registration forms was 
examined for Peaks-Kenny State Park in Dover-Foxcroft. The 
sample included 374 camping parties and 1291 persons, 
representing a total of 1122 parties and 3927 individual campers 
at an average party size of 3,5 persons, The total length of 
stay for the sample parties was 855 days, and the average length 
of stay was 2.3 days per party, equal to the average length of 
stay at all parks. Twenty-four percent (24%) of all 1982 parties 
were re-registering parties, close to the proportion of 23% for 
all parks. 

_ One-third (33%) of all 1982 sample camping parties at 
Peaks-Kenny were from outside Maine, the second lowest proportion 
of out-of-state parties among the parks. Twelve percent (12%) of 
the sample parties came from other states in New England, 9% from 
the mid-Atlantic states and 10% from other U.S. states. Canadian 
parties represented only 3% of the total parties at Peaks-Kenny. 
Of the sample parties from Maine, which represented 67% of the 
total, over two-thirds (67%) travelled to the park from within a 
fifty-mile radius, and 38% came from between 40 and 50 miles 
away. Ninety percent (90%) of the sample parties travelled 100 
miles or less to the park. Sixty-two percent (62%) of the 
parties originated in Penobscot and Piscataquis counties, 46% 
from Penobscot County. alone. The only other county to contribute 
a significant proportion of the 1982 Maine camping parties at 
Peaks-Kenny was Kennebec County at 10%. 

Fifty-four percent (54%) of the 1982 parties used tents, 
below the proportion of 59% for all parks. Compared to other 
parks, Peaks-Kenny had relatively higher use of tent trailers, 
trailers and campers: 32% of the parties at Peaks-Kenny used 
these types of equipment compared to 23% at all parks. Seven 
percent (7%) of the 1982 sample parties brought boats or canoes 
to the park, compared to 6% statewide, and Peaks-Kenny at 2%, had 
the highest proportion of parties bringing bicycles to a park in 
1982. Fourteen percent (1.4%) of the sample parties brought pets 
to the park campground. 

2. 1976-1982 TRENDS 

Between 1976 and 1982, there was a 73% increase in the 
number of ''camper nights" at Peaks-Kenny, compared to a 6% 
decline in "camper nights" for all parks. Peaks-Kenny had the 
largest increase during this period. In 1976, the park 
represented 2% of all ''camper nights" at the eleven State parks, 
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and in 1982 it accounted for 4%. Camping registration 
information shows that the number of camping parties at Peaks
~enny increased 54% between 1976 and 1982, compared to an overall 
decline of 5% for all State park campgrounds. 

The average camping party size at Peaks-Kenny decreased 
from 3,9 persons in 1976 to 3,5 persons in 1982, but it was one 
of the largest average party sizes in both years. Average length 
of stay at the park increased only slightly between 1976 and 
1982, from 2.2 days per party to 2.3 days per party. 

The proportion of Maine camping parties at Peaks-Kenny 
was over twice the proportion for all parks combined in 1976 -
63% compared to 30%, and this proportion increased to 67% in 
1982. In 1976, 28% of the parties at the park came from over 100 
miles away, but by 1982, the proportion coming this distance 
declined to 11%. Between 1976 and 1982, the proportion of 
camping parties coming from Cumberland County dropped from 15% to 
4%, and the proportion from Piscataquis County increased from 6% 
to 16%. Of the camping parties from out-of-state, only those 
coming from outside the New England and mid-Atlantic regions 
increased in proportion between 1976 and 1982 - from 6% to 10%, 

Use of tents at Peaks-Kenny increased from 44% of the 
camping parties in 1976 to 54% of the parties in 1982. By 
comparison, there was a significant decline in the percent of 
parties-using tent-trailers - from 21% to 11%. Only 3% of the 
1976 camping parties broug~boats to the park, compared to 6% in 
1982. No. use of bicycles was reported in 1976, compared to 2% in 
1982, and the proportion of parties bringing pets to the 
campground decreased from 20% to 14%. While relatively fewer of 
the 1982 parties were re-registering parties compared to 1976, 
the reduction was not as great as the decline in re-registering 
parties for all parks. 
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J. RANGELEY LAKE STATE PARK TABLES (21A-21H) 

1. 1982 CAMPING CHARACTERISTICS 

A 25% sample of the 1982 camping registrations was 
examined for Rangeley Lake State Park in Rangeley. The sample 
included 417 camping parties and 1172 persons, representing a 
total of 1668 parties and 4670 individual campers at an average 
party size of 2.8 persons. Average party size at Rangeley was 
smaller than the average size of 3. 0 persons per .party for all 
parks. The total length of stay for the sample parties was 954 
days, and the average length of stay was 2.3 days per party, 
equal to the average stay for all park campgrounds. Thirty 
percent (30%) of the 1982 sample parties were re-registering 
parties, the second highest rate of re-registration among the 
eleven parks. · 

Fifty-five percent (55%) of the 1982 sample camping 
parties at Rangeley Lake were from outside Maine, compared to 61% 
non-resident parties at all parks. Twenty-nine percent (29%) of 
the parties came from other states in New England (16% from 
Massachusetts), 15% from the mid-Atlantic states, and 8% from 
other states in the U.S. Of the sample parties from Maine, 45% 
of all 1982 parties at Rangeley, only 17% came from within a 50 
mile radius, one of the lowest proportions of Maine parties 
travelling short distances among the parks. Sixty-nine percent 
(69%) of the Maine parties, however, came from between 51 and 100 
miles away, and Rangeley had the highest proportion of Maine 
p~rties travelling this distance. Twenty-nine percent (29%) of 
the sample parties from Maine were from Cumberland County, 15% 
from Kennebec, 14% from Oxford and 11% from York counties. 

Sixty percent (60%) of the 1982 sample parties at 
Rangeley used tents, close to the proportion o( 59% for ·all 
parks.· Rangeley had a relatively smaller proportion of camping 
parties using tent trailers and a larger proportion using campers 
and vans compared to the proportions for all parks. Thirteen 
percent (13%) of the sample camping parties at Rangeley brought 
boats to the park, the second largest proportion of parties 
bringing boats among the parks. (Fifteen percent (15%) of the 
parties at Lily Bay-brought boats). Three percent (3%) of the 
camping parties brought canoes, the highest proportion of parties 
with canoes among the eleven parks. Fourteen percent (14%) of 
the 1982 camping parties brought pets to Rangeley. 

2. 1976-1982 CAMPING TRENDS 

Between 1976 and 1982 there was a small, 1% increase in 
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the number of "camper nights" at Rangeley Lake - from 15,557 
nights to 15,694 nights. In both 1976 and 1982, Rangeley 
accounted for 6% of the total "camper nights" at the eleven State 
parks. Campground registration data show that there was an 11% 
increase in the number of camping parties at Rangeley, from 1505 
parties in 1976 to 1668 parties in 1982. Camping parties at 
Rangeley represented 6% or 7% of all camping parties at the 
eleven State park campgrounds in 1976 and 1982. 

Average camping party size at Rangeley declined from 3.1 
persons in 1976 to 2.8 persons in 1982. Average length of stay 
by camping parties declined only slight_ly from 2.4 to 2.3 days. 

The proportion of Maine camping parties visiting 
Rangeley Lake increased from 36% in 1976 to 45% in 1982 and was 
above the average proportion of Maine parties for all parks in 
both years. During the same period, the proportion of parties 
from Massachusetts stayed at 16% while the proportion from other 
New England and mid-Atlantic states declined, and the proportion 
from other U.S. states increased. Between 1976 and 1982, the 
proportion of Maine camping parties travelling over 100 miles to 
the park decreased from 37% to 15%, and the proportion travelling 
from 51 to 100 miles to the park increased from 49% to 71%. 

Between 1976 and 1982, the proportion of camping parties 
using tents at Rangeley Lake increased from 52% to 60%, while the 
proportions using tent trailers, trailers and vans declined. Use 
of campers increased only slightly from 11% to 12% of the 
parties. The proportion of parties bringing boats and canoes to 
the park was ~5% in both 1976 and 1982, and the proportion of 
parties bringing pets declined from 22% to 14%. The proportion 
of camping parties re-registering decreased slightly from 32% in 
1976 to 30% in 1982 when Rangely was second only to Sebago Lake 
in the proportion of re-registrations. 
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K. SEBAGO LAKE STATE PARK (TABLES 22A-22H) 

1. 1982 CAMPING CHARACTERISTICS 

A 10% sample of the 1982 camping registration forms was 
examined for Sebago Lake State Park in 1982. The sample included 
427 camping parties and 1375 persons representing a total of 4270 
parties and 13,644 individual campers at an average party size of 
3.2 persons. The total length of stay for the sample parties was 
1721 days, and the average length of stay was 4.0 days, the 
longest average stay among the eleven parks. Forty-one percent 
(41%) of the 1982 sample parties at Sebago Lake were re
registering parties, the highest rate of re-registration among 
the parks. 

Sixty-nine percent (69%) of the 1982 sample camping 
parties at Sebago Lake were from outside Maine, the third largest 
proportion of out-of-state parties at a park campground. One
half (50%) of ,the sample parties came from other states in New 
England (34% from Massachusetts alone), 8% from the mid-Atlantic 
states, and 5% from other U.S. states. Of the parties from 
Maine, 31% of the total, 90% came from within a 50 mile radius of 
the park, and over one-half (52%) came from between 20 and 30 
miles away. Sebago had the· highest proportion of Maine camping 
parties corning from within fifty miles. Fifty-three percent 
(53%) of the sample parties came from Cumberland County, 16% from 
York County, and 12% from Androscoggin County. 

Sixty percent (60%) of the 1982 sample parties at Sebago 
used tents, close to the proportion using tents for all parks. 
Tent trailers were the next most common type of camping equipment 
at Sebago, and were used by 13% of the parties here compared to 
8% of the parties at all parks. Six percent (6%) of the sample 
parties at Sebago brought boats to the park, close to the 5% 
proportion for all parks, and 1% brought canoes. At 41%, Sebago 
Lake had the highest proportion of sample parties re-registering 
at the park; only 23% of the parties at all parks were re
registering parties. 

2. 1964-1982 CAMPING TRENDS 

Between 1964 and 1982 there was a 7% decline in the 
number of "camper nights" at Sebago from 96,649 nights to 89,848 
nights. Between 1964 and 1976 there was a 1% increase in "camper 
nights", but between 1976 and 1982, there was an 8% decrease. In 
1964, Sebago Lake accounted for one-half of all "camper nights" 
at the eight State park campgrounds then operating. In 1976 and 
1982, Sebago represented 34% to 35% of all "camper nights" at 
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eleven State park campgrounds. Camping party registration 
information_ shows that the number of parties at Sebago Lake 
declined 8% between 1976 and 1982, and that Sebago accounted for 
18% of all camping parties at the eleven park campgrounds in both 
years. 

Average party size at Sebago Lake dropped from 4.3 
persons in 1964 to 3.8 persons in 1976, to 3.2 persons in 1982. 
Average length of stay by camping parties declined from 4.7 days 
in 1976 to 4.0 days in 1982. In both years, however, Sebago was 
the only park to have average stays of 4.0 or more days. 

The proportion of Maine campers at Sebago Lake increased 
from 13% in 1964 to 31% in 1982, but along with Bradbury Mountain 
and Camden Hills, Sebago continues to have among the lowest 
proportions of Maine camping parties. Massachusetts and other 
New England states have consistently accounted for about 50% of 
the parties at Sebago since 1964, while the proportions from mid
Atlantic and other U.S. states and Canada have declined over 
time. Since 1976, the proportion of Maine camping parties coming 
to Sebago Lake from within a 50 mile radius has increased from 
76% to 90%. Also, since 1964, the proportion of Maine parties at 
Sebago coming from Cumberland County has increased from 33% to 
53%, 

Between 1976 and 1982, the percent of camping parties at 
Sebago using tents increased from 52% to 60%, and the proportion 
using tent trailers, trailers and campers declined from 36% to 
26%. The use of boats by camping parties decreased from 9% to 
6%, and the proportion of parties re-registering declined from 
47% to 41%, In both 1976 and 1982, re-registration by camping 
parties at Sebago was far above the percent re-registering at 
other parks. 
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