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MAIN~ ARCHIVES CO~~ITTEE 

t.o 

I1~arch 23 1 1965 



M~l\INE Ari.CHIVES CQLif.:l'-li'l'TEE 

GOVERL\SOR JOHN fL. REED 

March 23, 1965 

fVl.arch 23,1965 

To His Excellency John H. Reed 
I 

Governor of Maineg 

I have 'che honor ·to submit. here'l.vH:.h tl1e first 

progress report. of the I"'aine Archives CornrnH:.t.ee 

which was established by Exccu·tive Order to develop 

plans and recornmenda'i::.ions for an archives program 

for the State of Mainoo 

Dean Ernest c. Marriner, 
• 
Chairn1an 



r:I11Je fv'lainc Archives Comrni·t·cc::e was created by 

Governor John H. Rccdu pzo ·to the convening of 

t.he 102nd Legislature, 1'to 1:eview the need for a 

progr<owa to a~men1.blo in one location the documents, 

records and other papers of ·t1K~ State in order 

that. ·they may be px·c;::;erved permanently and r.1ade 

available for vie-vJing as a 1Tia·:.:ter of interest: 

and scholarly re 

~.rhe Cormrd t.'t:c~e of 

Dean Ernest c. Marr , Chairman 

Sarauol S. Silsl)y, J'r .. , Assist:.ant Director 

of Legislative Rooearch, Secretary 

Lm,l:cence s·tuart I Director of State Parks 

IVJ.iss Edit'h Lo Lary, Stat:.e La-vJ Librarian 

Dean Harry ·w. i1owe 

Ed'ward Penley, EdH:orial wrH:e:c, Portland 

Press Hernld 

Niran c. Bates, Director of Public 

of 1 s and !'fi.useurns 

1 



Wendell s. Hadlock, Director, Farnsworth 

Art i.Jluseum 

Reginald B. Bo"Vlden, Executive Departmant 

John E. Pancoast, Director, Portland 

Museum of Art 

Mrs. E. Reeves Hitchner, Member, Maine 

Historical Society 

Mrs. Dwight P. Beedy, Legislative Chairman, 

The Garden Club Federation of Maine 

Professor L. Kinvin Wroth, University of 

Maine, School of Law 

was appointed, during November, 1964, to· conduct 

the study and report its findings and recownendations 

to the Governor. ~1rough action of the Governor and 

Council, the smo of $1,000 was.made available, on 

December 16, 1964, for the expenses of the Co~~ittee. 

The study was commenced before the Committee a'c 

its first meeting held on December 30, 1964; at which 

time, it was concluded that, because an archives 

program was of such fundamental importance to the 

State, legislation to establish a State archival 

agency was vital. A Special Subcommittee was 

appointed to prepare appropriate legislation for 

presentation at the incoming session of the 102nd 

Legislature. 
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Several prolimina:cy draft.s of the Subcomrnittee 

were reviewed by each member of the Con~ittee, 

amended, and placed in final draft at a meeting of 

the full.Co~uittee on January 22, 1965. The final 

draft was subsequently introduced, under joint 

sponsorship, by Represent.at:ives Wal·ter A .. Bir'c and 

James A. Bishop, on February 9, 1965, as Bill: AN 

ACT Creating the Office of St.a·te Archivis>c {H. P. 

7 68 , L. D. 1012) . 

A third .meeting· of the I~aine Archives Committee 

\'Jas held on r1arch 15, 1965 for 'che purpose of 

determining the form of the Committee's presentation 

of the bill at its hearing before ·the Cormnittee on 

Appropriation~ and Financial Affairs on March 18, 

1965. 

~c quest:ion of an archives program for r.1aine 

has been considered during past sessions of the 

Maine Legislature resulting in a basic agreement 

that such a program was necessary, but that funds 

for establishing and maintaining such a.program 

were not available. 
,': 

In essence, legislation 'VJhich would have meant 

greater care and preservation of State documents . 

and records has been frequently in·troduced before 

the Maine Legisla·ture, since the organization of 

3 



the State 145 years agoe 

Since the cnactrnent: of 

An Ad: for t.hc safe 1\.ccping of 'che Records 

of the several Cou:cts of J'ust:ice ~ Approved 

!'1arch 19 o 1821 and 

An Act: 'co provide for ·the s;::;:fe keeping of 

Public Records, and for rc<jula'cing 'che 

quali·t.y of pa.p0r for Books of Public Records, 

Approved J'anuary 27, 1821 (Laws of 1821, 

c. 109) 

·thoro has been a succession of reports dealing with 

the condi t~in of s·tate records and vurious proposals 

for ·their safekeeping and preserva'cion. Reference 

here is made ·to the n10n.:J import.an'c reports: 

Rcpor·t of ·i.:he Corru:nH:t.ce on Library, 1883, 

H.D. ~-?105. 

Johnson, 1-.llen. Report on 'dw Archives 

of the State of Maine. Annual Report of 

the American Hist:orical Association for 

'che year 1908 0 Volume 1. 

Reports of Henry s. Burrage, State Historian 

for 1907-1908, 1909~1910, 1913-1914. 

Posner, Ernst. American State Archives. 

University of Chicago Press, 1964. 



It has long boon a policy of tho Legislature 

t:o assist. in ·t1'1e publica'cion of local his'cory, 

provide financial assistance to historical 

socie'cies and make subst:<:~n'cial approp:ciat.ions 

for t1'1e purchuse of dc~cumcn'l::s and raat:e:d.ztls of 

significance ·to the his'cory of "chc St.c:ltc. By 

vir'cue of ·this in·t:ores'c, a:::; wc.::ll 21s 'chroug·h 'l:he 

year ·to year accrmmlation of official records 

frmn its 

acquired 

activ\tic;:;q the 

a vzJ.st ·. quant:i ty 

State of Maine has 

of valuable material 

public in·terest: and ircrpo:;:-t:ance ·to t:hc cH:izcns 

of 

of the St.a·te. 'I.'he cor~lrnit:·i:ec firmly believes that, 

for the people of t:.he St:C~t:e of r-1;::-dTJo to derive the 

fullest use and enjoyment :fJ:om suc'h documents and 

materials~ they should and muot be made accessible 

for s·ta ·te and public use. 

~r·he Legislature is bound b) consi(k;r J\rt.icle V, 

I?<::Jrt 'l'hird, Sections 2 and 4 of "ci1e Cons·t.i·tut:ion of 

f'IJ:aine which pr:ovido ~ 

Sec'cion 2. 'l'he rGcords of ·the St:at:e 

secretary, who m.ay appoin\: hi::; dept:ri:ies, 

for whose cond.ud: he s'hall be account:ablc. 

Sed:ion 4o He shall carefully keep 

and preserve the records of all the 
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Governor und Council, Senate and Bouse of 

oi-t11o:c b:cancb of t:hc 

Legislature, and perform such other duties 

ns are enjo:Lnc:d by t.hi:; Con:::d::.i·tut:ion, or 

sh21ll be rc'qui:cec1 by l:::n.v. 

It is "t:he corwensu:3 of tho fZ[D.ine 1-\rchives 

Cormni·tt.ce ·that. leq:i.al<:Ytion on ·the subject sllould 

recognize this cont:Lnu.inq rcsponsibilH::y of t:he 

Secretary of State. 'l'ho Co:mmi t:·tce feels thzd: the 

legislat:ion vJhich h: proposes cc.:m be in:plcn:tcmb'?)d 

to provide a simple, yet modern. effici9nt program 

re cun be 

no chance for misunderstanding, the 

rei tera·ces H:.s pos:H:ion 'thc:!·i: ·t:herc is an zt"bsolu·to 

and unqualified need for such legislation. 

of State Archivist and provide an appropriation 

sufficient: for 1-Jirl t.o cribarl;-. upon "hh; dut.ias. 'I'he 

basic fea·tures of tbo Cmt1lflittoc proposal are 

described under 2 headings: 



2. 

executive brunch (':-;hich ot.ho:r: b:c:::n.c'.bcr,: ltt<ly ::;dop>c) 

of non-current records of archiv~l value to tho 

truction of non-current 

records lnd~i.nq aichival V<lluc. 

't:Jndcr ·tho s, ~o is to receive 

prograrn and by nc\)ot:i;cd::ion \Jit:h ot'hcr public officers 

from loss or deterioration. 

t.ion 'i:li tho Archives Advisory Doard. 

consisting of 5 Dtate officers acting ex effie 

1s also to advise 

$15, tnO fo:c t1!<3 10 rwnt.'h;:.; of 19G5-196G e:1nd :;;15 o 300 

for tho full year l9GG=l9G7. '!'he sum allott:cu to 



qualified profess 

clerical assis~~nt. 

include u~ilitios and cs, as wall as travel 

bot:h 

sional meetings. 

cost of office fur~ituro for 1:-\:c c: l1 i vi ~J t: L1 :nC1 !lis 

assistant, including filing 

provide for construction of an ivc;;:; build-

.,L'C o::: t.'be 

Corctrcl.it:tce t:"ha·t l~:rclri \Ji~:Jt: CC;J:l:J 

of the State. On tho basis of this su~voy bo should 

establish roquirc8ants for an archives facility that 

\·Jill no·t only usc existing material hut provide 

adequate room for tho futuro. 

fJ for 

·t1;c co11 of an appropriate 

ific2tion of tho presently 

rJ t:~ccoc.;Ci 

meats existing criteria and standards 

O?~roval of such au~horitios 



l::.~ :f:L 

of 

r.J.{J ct:nd and 

t. :U: \JOUld in ·the 

of 

of public 

1.on in 

mnny responsible ri 

be Clone 

Governors concern l di 

iloDophy of ,J 
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