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To His Excellency John H. Reed

Governor of Mailnes

have the honor to submit herewith the first

progress report of the Maine Avchives Committee

which was established by Bxecutive Order to develop

plans and recommendations for an archives program

1]

he State of Maina.

§

Respectfully submitted,

Chairman




PERST REPORT OF @B MAING ARCHIVES COMMITTOE

The Maine Archives Committee was created by
Covernor John H. Reed, prior to the convening of
the 102nd Legislature, “to veview the need for a
program to asgemble in one location the documents,
records and other papers of the State in ovderx
that they way be preserved pexmanently and wade
.

available for viewing as a matter of interest

1]

and scholarly research.

The Committee composed of

Heal A, Donghue, Bsg.
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‘Lawrence Stuart, Director o
Dean Robert M. York, State Historian
Miss Bdith L, Lavy, State Law Librarilan

Dean Harrv W. Rowe
Y

mdvar& Penley, ! dih@fial writer, Portland

Nivan C. Bates, Director of Public

0

Ambrose ., Craomer, President, Malne League

cs and Museuns




Wendell 8. Hadlock, Director, Farnsworth
Art Museum

Reginald B. Bdeen, Bxecutive Departﬁ@ht

John E. Pancoast, Directoxr, Portland
Museum of Art

Mrs. E. Reeves Hitchner, Member, Maine
Historical Society

Mrs. Dwight P. Beedy, Legislative Chairman,
The Gaiden Club Federation of Maine

Professor L. Kinvin Wroth, University of

Maine, School of Law

was appointed, during November, 1964, to : conduct
the study and report'its findings and recommendations
to the Governor. Through action of the Governor and
Council, the sum of $1,000 was made available, on
December 16, 1964, for the expenses of the Committee.
The study was commenced before the Committee at
its first meeting held on December 30, 1964; at which
time, it was concluded that, because an.archives |
program was of such fundamental importance to the
State, legislation to establish a State archival
agency was vital. A Special Subcommittee was
appointed to prepare appropriate legislation for
presentation at the incoming session of the 102nd

Legislature.



A,

tg of the Subcommittee

Ha

Several preliminary dra
were reviewed by each member of the Committee,
amended, and placed in final drafi at a meeting of
the full Committee on January 22, 1965. The final
draft was subseguently introduced, under joint

and

x3

gponsorship, by Representatives Walter 2. Bir
James A. Bishop, on Februarvy 9, 1965, as Bill: AN
ACT Creating the Office of State Archivist (H.P.
768, L.D. 1012).

A third meeting of the Maine Archives Committee

was held on March 15, 1965 for the purpose of

4

determining the form of the Committee's presentation

W

of the bill at its hearing before the Committec on
Appropriations and Financial Affairs on March 18,
1965.

%?e guestion of an archives program for Maine
has been considered during past sessions of the
Maine Legislafure resulting in a basic agreement
that such a program was necessary, but that funds
for establishing and maintaining such a.program
were not available.

In(éssence, legislation which would hawve meant
greater care and preservation of State documents
and records has been frequently introduced before

the Maine Legislature, since the organization of



the State 145 vyears ago.

Since the enactwment of

An Act for the safe keeping of the Records
of the several Courts of Justice, Approved

March 19, 1821 {(Laws of 1821, ¢. 108}, and

€1

An Act to provide for the safe keeping of
Public Recordsz, and for regulating the
gquality of paper for Books of Public Records,
Approved Janvary 27, 1821 (Laws of 1821,
c. 109)
there has been a succession of reports dealing with
the condit%d% of State records and variocus propocsals
for their/séfekeeping and presgervation. Reference

here is made to the more important reports:

Report of the Committee on Library, 1883,
H.D., 105,

Johnson, Allen. Report on the Archives

of the State of Maine. Annual Report of
the American Historical Asgociation for

the year 1908, Volume 1.

3, £

Reports of Henry S. Burrage, State Historian

for 1907=1908, 1909-1910, 1913=1914.

Posnexr, Brnst. American State Archives.

.

University o

i

Chicago Press, 1964.

&



It has long been a policy of the Legislature

to assist in the publication of local history,
provide financial assigtance to historical

gsocieties and make substantial uppropﬁﬁa cions

for the purchase of dacunents and materials of

. ot

significance to the history of the State. By

L] 3

virtue of this

iz}

interest, ag wall as througn the

year to year accunulation of ofificial records
ttices, the State of Maine has

acqguired a wvast quantity of valuable material of

* 1o

ublic interest and imporiance to the citizens
) i

2 Pl

of the State. The Committee firmly believes that,

for the people of the State of Maine to derive the

v

fullest use and enjovment From such documents and

State and public use.

[)

for

The Legislature is bound to consider Article V,

Part Third, Sections 2 and 4 of the Constitution of
Maine which provides

Section 2. The racords of the State

Q

shall be kept in the office of the
secretary, who may appoint his deputiles,

for whose conduct he shall be accountable.
Section 4. He shall carvrefully keep

and preserve the records of all the

831
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ficial acts and

i
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Governor and Councll, Senate and House of

T g b oy P i S . T A e I P £ L
the same before elther branch of the
1o - [ R . Y TR, ) sYhoer dut -
Legislature, and periorm such other duties

as are enjoined by this Congtitution, or

shall be reqguired by law.

It is the consensus of the Maine Avchives
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tate, The Committee feels tha

legiglation which it proposes can be inplemented

to provide a simple, yet 1 piaele ate

2,

of recovrds management and archival control which

%

will eliminate most, if not all, the difficulties

©

in the present records systaemr. That there can be

there 1 an absolute
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The Commltitee believes that this legislation,
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in substance, should create and define the office
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te Archivist and provide an appropriation
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