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SECOJ:m REPORT 
II 

to 

C~VERNOR JO~ill H. REED 

SenteiT~er 24, 1965 

:OC12'65 



S:SC00ill RE?C?·-:>: 

t.o 

September 1965 

LETTER OF Tlli~NSMITTAL 

September ?Ll 
- - J 

1965 

To His 3xcellency John Ev Reed 

Gove~~or of Maine: 

I nave the honor to submi ·t herewith the second 

report of the Iv~c.ine Jl.rchi ves Corru-ni t"cee which wc.s 

estc.blished by Executive Order to develop plans and 

~or ~n =-c•n.L~vcs -rog~-m r~o-- ~~b' .L ~... a.L e p...... · ..1.. a .J... L...:...L'C 

Sta'ce of Maine. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dean Ernest C. Marriner 

Chai~man 
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E~ward Penley, Editorial writer~ Portland 

Pr-ess ~e:cc..ld. 

3c.t.esJ D:..rector of P";J.blic 

~ubrose C. Cramer, President, Maine League 

of His-c.c.rical Societies and MuseUJ.-ns 

EaC.lock 1 Director, Farnswort.'h 

Ragineld B. Bowden, Executive Department 

John Pancoest,· Director, Portland 

Museum of Art 
. ' 

Ivlrs. E. Reeves Ei"cchner, Member, Meine 

Historical Society 

J:vlrs. Dwight P. Beedy, Legislative Chairman, 

Tl-1e Garden Club Federa-tion of Maine 

Professor L. Kinvin 1;q::,::-oth, U:niversi"cy of Maine, 

School of Lew 



'I'hrough c.ction of tl:.e Gove~~'1o;::- 2::1d Council, the sunl. of 

$1,000 wc.s ::;:.c.de . - .,. -cva:.l2Dl_e 0::1 December for ·the 

e:xpe:r:ses. of the Co:mmitt.ee • 

. At i·ts first weeti:r:g on December 30, 1964, t':le Com-

mi-ttee concluded bec2use 2n archives program was of 

such funda~ental importance to the State~ legislation to 

estc.blish a State archival agency was vital. A special 

S'l2bcom.mi ttee was appoin-ted t.o prepare app:ropria·te legis-

la·t.ior-, for presenta·tio:n a·t. the incoming session o':E the 102:nd 

Legi sla ·tt;.re. 

Several preliminary drafJcs of the Subcommittee were 

reviewed by ec.ch member of the Cormni·t"cee, amended, and plc.ced 

in final drc.f·t c.t: a meeting of the full Coifuui"cocee on January 

22, 1965. The final dr2f·c wc.s subsequently introduced, u:nde:c 

joint sponsorship, by Representatives Walter A. Birt and 

as Bill~ Cre2t.ir:g 

768 1 LoDo 1012) o 
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on Approp=iations and Financiil Affairs ~eld on March 18, 

C.uced va:cio"...ls c-:E the ... . - ... DJ __ ;__;_ I of 

th·2 Corr~ni ::--tee.. s~'c-2. te officials J anC. represe::.t2 :ci ves froru 

lea.di:.l.g rnerrLber societies of. tl1e Maine Le2gue oZ Eistorical 

-
On 1V.i.arch 23, 1965, the Cor.L.rnit.~cee st:.bw.itted it's First 

~epo::c-t. b:> t.he Gover:1or, repo::::-t.ing it.s findings that "the 

s-tate o-F JV:i.aine has acquired a vast quant.i"cy of valuable 

material of pUblic inte·rest. and importance to the ci t.izens 

' ' 

Maine o.:o derive the fullest use and enjoyrnent from such 

docU.l11en·ts and materials, they sl1ould and mus·t made 

accessible for State and public use." To implement its 

findings, the Corru.Ttitt.ee urged enactmer:t of it.s proposed 

3ill during· t!1e legislative session ·then pe::-,di:lg. 
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sponsored an ex~ibition in tbe State 3o~se.of significant 

T~e Bill was re?ort:ed out of Corf\.!.llit:':.:: :-:: , .. ,=._-t:.l1 a 

unanimous Oug~~ ~o Pass Report . on ~,:,.pril " -.L~, a:-::d. was 

enacted by t~e Legislat~re, as amended, l965o 

Gove:c:1or Reed approved the Bill on June 8, 1965. ~~1e Bill 

e~:.2.ct:.eC: 'bec2.~e "An Act Creeting the Office o=: State 

A:cchivis-~," ?i..:b::.ic L21.·1s, 1965, c. 441 (Maine Revised S-'cat:.ut.Ps 

Anrotated. Title 27,-c. 10). 

The c:ceat.es the office of Stat:e ."l';.rchivist and 

gives him duties under two genere:l heedings: 
,. 

l u Records lvi2:--1agemen·t, and 

Under the Records Management provisions the Archivist 

is to esteblish proced·...:::::-es wi thL-:. tl1e executive branch 

(wnich ot.her bra;."ldles may adopt) for current records 

managementj for the transfer of noncurrent records of 

· ct::crer. .. i:. :ceco::ds ;_2cki~1g 2:cc3::ivc..l -valL:e g 
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L..:.lC .l'-.. -::c11i \72 s .:LS t.o 

ment program and bv nesotiation w~~~ public ofiice:cs 

a::.d privat.e don.ors; to ma}:e such ma"cerial (or copies thereof) 

available to -c.::.e ?t::.bl ic. and to protect suc}t mate::-ial £rom 

loss or deterioration. 

'I':J.e ?_rc:'li vist is to be appointed by the Secreta::-y 

of s·t2~te for a term o-? six years., An Archives Advisory 

Board, consisting of 5 State officers acting ex officio and 

6 interested persons appointed by the Governor, is also 

e.stablishedo This body is t.o advise •che Archivist in the 

perfonnance of his dut.ieso 

The Act has the unanimous approval of the members of 

~che Co:m.iui ttee ~ It will raise Maine from its present low 

place in the field of archives and records management to a 

positio:t.1 of leadership among 'che s'ca·tes. At the same ~cime. 

the Act will fill a major need 1n maK1ng available to 
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, ' a.rc.tll ves rnat~2.ge-

~~ is also 2 strong act giving to the archivist t~e 

The Coa~ittee particularly wishes to express its 

2.02nc Legislature for t:1eir interest in and s~.:.pport of this 

progressive measure. 

~!ile the passage of the Act represents a most signi-

ficant achievement, the fact U1at ·the appropria"cions necessary 

to fund the program do not become available until the second 

year of tne biennium, 1966-67, makes it imperative for the 

Co.m.111i ttee to suggest 'chat further consideration be given to 

full implementation o~ the program. Measures which should 

be considered bv Governor and the Legislature are: 

(1) ·The appoin·t~T\ent of tr"e Archives Advisory Board 

as soon as conven~ently possible; 



specic.l 

I) •. 
\-) 

that would provide 

to eJYcer upo:c, ~is duties ec.rlier th2::1 ot·:nerwise would be 

possible" 

~he pri::1cipal rec.sons for these suggestions are as 

follows: 

(l) w~1en the Archives Advisory Board has beeD 

c.ppointed, it will be able c.t once to begin ·to seek ou"c 

quc.lified candidc.·tes for t:~le posi"cion of Sta·te Arc:"livis"c 

and mc.ke recommenda~ions concerning them to the Secretc.ry 

(2) The conditions which prompted pc.ssage of t~e Act 

will not be improved by delay" As Dr. Posner points out 

his 2''-mer-i can Stc.·ce Ard1ives 'lgrL'..) t- \:) • 1 mc.ny of the Stc. ·ce t s 

records "are eit:1er inaccessible or kept under cor;.d.itio:::J.s 

Grea:.: losses 

occurred"" O~viously J 2s ~--~1o::-e reco:.:-C.s 2ccumulate w.it.1J.out. 

r, 
G 



9 

of 2-:::c:-~i vis-'c., of loss 

and dss~ruc~ion will grsatly lncrease. 

(3) U~less no~c~rre~~ records ~aving ~o legal or 

l1.is-::.oric2l \7alue ere dest.royed 1 v2.luable tire-i.e 2l1.d space 

essential to .:che s.:cate 1 s nor.::nal activities will be losL 

on Destruc.:ciotl of Old Records, is r..ow to be exercised by 

the Archives Advisdry Board and the Archivist. P.ppoint-

men.:c of ·these officials is obviously necessary to the 

efficient administration of State affairs. 

(4) In order for the Archivis-t to perfor.m his 

functio~1s, a suitable physical plant for the Archives must. 

be provided as soon as possible. This facility must be 

designed with the professional advice of the Archivist and 

t~e Archives Advisory Board. The facili·ty must provide 

adequate storage space and be equipped with proper heat and 

hurnidi~y controls for the preservation of documents, 

well 
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Fund to the Maine s-c.a~ce Archives the SU.."'U of. $7 I 650 for the 

fiscal year ending June 30, 1966, the breakdown of which 

s~all be as follows: 

1965-66 

~L~INE ST~TE ARCHIVES 

Personal Services ( 2) 

All o-ther 750 

Capital Ex?enditures 50 
$7,650 

Eme<qencv clause. In view of the emergency cited in 

the preamble, this resolve shall take effect when approved. 


